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54 STYLING PREDICTIONS

HERE will be styling changes—many

of them—in 1.S. stock cars in 1954,
but none of them will add up to anything
as stunning as the Studebaker surprise in
1953. The rest of the industry is waiting
to see what happens to Studebaker sales
during the coming year before committing
itself to anything quite so drastic in the
way of retooling. In the meantime changes
will be modest and evolutionary, rather
than extremely revolutionary.

Cadillac. long the pace-setter stylewise,
will lead the parade of new bodies across
the nation’s showroom floors. The general
proportions of the car will not be greatly
disturbed, unless a “step-down™ type of
design (in which the hody floor is dropped
below the top of the frame) is adopted, as

some of the rumors indicate. The all-im-
portant fins, now more thoroughly a Cadil-
lac trademark than the crowned crest, are
to be continued with only minor re-work-
ing. There will be a wrap-around wind-
shield, similar to the one now on the El
Dorado, and, according to some, a built-in
sun visor. This last item should bring a
short laugh from the old-timers, who will
remember well that the built-in sun visor
was once standard equipment on many
stock automobiles a few years ago.
Scheduled for the same new body is the
Buick Roadmaster, but Buick treatment
will necessarily be different. The Buick
Special, and the small Oldsmobiles, may
get a new body of their own, different
from the big GM body, but similar in

WILLYS is scheduled for a face lifting in the forward sections, grille, hood, ete.
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ARTIST’S conception (above) of what
the all new 1954 Buick body will look
like with some radical styling revisions

many respects, one of them perhaps being
the wrap-around windshield. In addition
to the new styling, the small Buick is also
sel to receive its new engine, a scaled-
down version of the present Super and
Roadmaster V-8s.

Of the independents, Nash and Hudson
are the only firms planning any extensive
changes in body design. The Hudson is
long overdue for its new skin and this is
a logical year to shed the old one. Chief
among the changes is said to be the dis-
carding of the old. sloping rear deck for
the more salable “bustle” back. Rather ex-
tensive revamping is expected on the front
of the Jet. since Hudson executives are
reportedly unhappy with its appearance.

Nash won’t do anything drastic to its
senior lines, but a four-door Rambler will
be introduced. Also. the new baby Nash
may make it in time for this year’s parties.
Nothing is yet known about the exact
shape of the little one, but it has a British
body so it might turn out to be the most
unusual surprise package in '54.

Packard is one of the big question
marks for 1954, though the majority of
the guessers think the old line company
will hold off on style changes for at least
another year. contenting itself with noth-
ing more sensational than a few superh-
cial alterations this year.

The rest of the industry is almost defi-
nitely committed to keeping present
bodies. Chrysler just had a new body, so
can’t afford the switch. Ford, Lincoln and
Mercury have one more year to sell their
familiar shells, but the Lincoln might very
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well spend extra money this year to fi-
nance a major face lift. Cadillac’s new
body will not be easy competition.

Almost everybody expects a new series
of experimental and pseudo-sports bodies
to appear on the scene during 1954, just
as they did this year. Whether any of
them find their way into production or not
will depend on the success of the Chevro-
let Corvette and public interest at the
motor shows across the country.

EMGINES: 1954

While styling changes will be conserva-
tive, engines will become more extrava-
gant. The horsepower race is still being
run. Ford’s new ohv V-8, which has al-
ready been reported as definite by much
of the automotive press, will be the first
of the new engines to appear in the Big
Three’s small cars. Plymouth, of which
little. has been heard, might have the big-
gest surprise of all under its '54 face lift
but this is not considered to be any better
than a possibility. Chevrolet won’t have a
V-8 until the "55 models appear.

Ford’s move is significant because it
moves the horsepower race down to the
so-called “low-price” cars. The Ford line
will include one powerhouse car—the new
V-8—and one economy car—the ohv’ Six.
Given a choice between jackrabbit per-
formance and real economy. the motorist
will probably choose performance, as he
has consistently done in the past. Chevro-
let may have increased horsepower if the
engineers can find a way to boost the out-
put of the basic Six without spending too
many dollars on re-tooling.

Three other V-8s are also reliably re-
ported as ready—Pontiac, Mercury and
Buick Special. All three will probably run
around 140-160 bhp, with the higher figure
applying to the Buick. Neither Pontiac
nor Buick are expected to introduce any
engine innovations in the ohv V-8 design,
but the Ford and Merc will be new de-
velopments, - though based on the existing
power plants of Lincoln and other makers.

There is little doubt that the big engines
will get bigger. Exact horsepower ratings
of Chrysler, Cadillac and Lincoln are not
being handed out yet, probably because
each maker is uncertain of what the other
is doing. Nobody would be too surprised
if one of the three moved up to the 250
horsepower mark. Some rumors say the
top rating of the ’54 season will be closer
to 265, another figure that will titillate
the old-timers since it will mark the first
car since 1937 to match the output of the
unsupercharged J Duesenberg. If Packard
has its V-8 ready the horsepower race
will be accelerated greatly in the next few
years. Looks like the only thing that will
stop the frantic boosting of power is a
truce between the big-car manufacturers,

One beneficial aspect of the horsepower
race is the engine developments that can
probably be expected. It is no secret that
the Cadillac is almost at the limit of its

(Continued on page 64)
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HUDSON is planning limited changes on body shape. New nose and grille is assured

BUSTLE back will probably be one of Hudson changes following trends of others

CADILLAC is due for an all new body probably with step down design and full use
of the wrap-around windshield (similar to the El Dorado) on all of the models
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STYLING PREDICTIONS
(Continued from page 25)

capacity with its 1953 head and compres-
sion ratio. Any boost that will come will
have to be gained by making the engine
larger or redesigning important engine
components. Chrysler, of course, is sitting
pretty with the hemispherical combustion
chamber already in production.

Packard’s V-8, if it arrives, will dispel
many of the current rumors abhout the
super-engine the company is preparing.
More than one source predicts hemispheri-
cal combustion chambers, and a few have
insisted that it will be of all-aluminum
construction. The wildest tale of all, and
one that seems hardly credible, speaks of
some extremely experimental form of sup-
plying fuel to the cylinders, cither a dras-
tically redesigned carburetor and mani-
fold system or fuel injection.

All other engine projects are being kept
a dark mystery. The Willys-Kaiser union
has probably caused enough confusion to
stall the new engines both firms were re-
portedly working on. Nash and Studebaker
will most likely keep their present plants.

Hudson would like to change, but whether
this is the year or not is not known.

Chassis: 1954

Outside of Mercury’s new Lincoln-type
ball-joint front suspension, little that is
new will be seen on the 1954 chassis.
Here again, conservatism is the keynote.
The Ford is going to get the ball-joint
front end, but the date is not yet certain.
Definitely by the ’55 models, probably for
the ’54s. Packard is rumored to have a
front suspension that will jolt the entire
industry, but just when it will first appear
in the showrooms is as vague as the de-
tails of the new Packard engine.

Miscellaneous

Chrysler’s new transmission heads the
list of other improvements to be seen in
’54, though this is hardly news since the
Powerflite has been stock equipment on
the Imperials since early in 1953. As pro-
duction of the transmission increases, it
will be extended downward in the Chrysler
line, and 54 looks like the year when the
other Chryslers—New Yorker, Saratoga,
ete.—will be equipped with it. This is a

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Anyone interested in entering an automobile in the Fourth Annual
Auto Show of the Miami Valley Custom Club at Dayton, Ohio, October
9,10, and 11, 1953, please contact Bob Mason, Secretary, Miami Valley
Custom Club, 2416 St. Charles Avenue, Dayton.

Custom, classic, antique, sport, hot rod, and futuristic displays from
Detroit shown at the Fairgrounds Coliseum in Dayton. Trophies for
winners and door prizes each night. Complete information on request.

MIAMI VALLEY CUSTOM CLUB

DAYTON
OHIO

IOl Pays offin Power!

FNigy

QUAD CARBURETOR

INTAKE MANIFOLD
Ford V-8 ury

Designed with free flowing lines to give
the maximem in multi-carburetion bene-
fits., Gives that extra surge of power
whenever it is needed ond functions
smoothly from idling to top R.P.M.

CAST IRON
EXHAUST HEADERS

Longer Life

Loss Heat

No Walds to Break

Mere Power

Smnother, Quister
Performance

Ford V-1 & Mercury,
Oldsmobile, Ford 6 with
ohv, Chavrolet,
Plymouth, Dodge.

Most models incl. ‘53

SEE YOUR DEALER

[l7”- the name that means o
SPEED - POWER - PERFORMANCE

STANDARD AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURING CO.
3401 EAST PICO BLVD, LOS ANGELES 23, CALIF.

torque converter with planetary gears, pro-
viding one shift in the forward speed
ranges. Chrysler has engineered the trans-
mission for ease of operation and sim-
plicity of manufacture and repair rather
than for maximum acceleration, though a
series of informal tests showed that in the
passing range from 40 to 60 mph the Pow-
erflite will give tremendous performance.
No other new transmissions are expect-
ed. Power brakes, power steering, air con-
ditioning, and other conveniences are
probably going to be on most makes of
cars. It will be possible to buy a low-price
car and add so many accessories that the
total outlay will be as much as a medium-
price car, or a small model of a top-quali-
ty machine. With these accessories, and
remembering that the horsepower of the
low-price cars is being increased year by
year, there will soon be even less differ-
ence between Cadillac and Chevrolet, Lin-
coln and Ford than there is at present.

Long-Term Predictions

More than one Detroit engineer has
said that there will be no major body
changes until one of the Big Three adopts
unit construction. Almost everyone ex-
pects this to happen sometime in the fu-
ture, though the guesses range from 1956
to 1960 for the date. As long as the con-
ventional frames and bodies can be sold
without meeting much consumer resistance,
there will be no economic need to change.
Only when competition tightens consider-
ably can the U.S. car buyer expect to see
vast improvements in the most popular
names in domestic automobiles.

A change to unit construction would
enable manufacturers to cut weight and
horsepower, yet still improve performance
and safety. Cost is the factor that is hold-
ing the big manufacturers back, since it
will be necessary to remodel production
lines and feeder lines extensively, and
train workmen to new jobs.

As far as the much-publicized gas tur-
bines are concerned, they won’t be adopted
until it becomes very plain that the piston
engine is completely outmoded. If the
usual pattern is followed, one of the inde-
pendents will try it first and the majors
won’t follow until the public has accepted
it. Turbines by 1960 are a possibility, but
very few engineers expect them that early.
If the gasoline companies find a way
cheaply to produce higher-octane fuels,
the improved piston engines that would
be immediately marketed might prove to
be as efficient as early auto turbines.

Right now the industry is worrying
more about marketing than about engi-
neering. The big used-car slump that de-
veloped early in 1953 has everyone from
local dealers to factory sales vice-presi-
dents worried. As used-car prices go lower,
trade-in allowances must fall, too. This
has the effect of making it more dificult
for the average buyer to bridge the gap
between trade-in value and new-car price.
It operates the same way as raising the
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price of the new car. Eventually new-car
sales will slump drastically, too.

When, and if, that happens a new era
of vicious competition will probably de-
\'I"Il)]l‘ Manufacturers would return to the
yearly model change. engine. chassis and
hmly improvements would he more fre-
quent and radical than they now are. Even
in today’s comparatively mild competition
there is a good chance that the three-year
life span of body dies may be cut to two

years. All that is required is for one of |

the Big Three to break the accepted eyele.

Detroit is facing 1954 with a little less
of the breezy confidence of the previous
post war years, mostly because of the
ailing used-car market. Otherwise, condi-
tions are about the same as in the past
few years. There will be a few new V-8s,
some new bodies, and minor alterations in
transmissions, suspension systems and
chassis. Nothing radical, nothing to com-
pare with Cadillac’s introduction of the
ohv V-8 in 1949 or Studebaker’s 1953
continental body. The publicity guns will
boom like atomic cannons, the auto shows
will be better than ever. To the customer,
however, there will be no price relief. just
more expensive gadgets and more expen-
sive horsepower. Which seems to be just
the way the auto buying public wants it.

IMPROVING THE BREED?

(Continued from page 21)

that direction, a further step to gasoline
shouldnt be disastrous. Suppose every
one does go a little slower. they will still
be on even terms and competition will be
even more keen. Future refinements will
bring speeds up to their present level
eventually, but the trend won’t be to the
impractical range as soon.

Hot rodding. although

looked

down

upon by the Indianapolis clique, has pro- |

gressed far ahead of the “brick yard™ with
regards to fuel development. This has
been true for many reasons, but foremost
is the fact that the use of additives at
the “500™ has been an individual effort.
In other words, its use has been governed
by the individual car crew’s knowledge
of the fuel mixing potentialities.

Last year, 32 of the 33 cars at Indian-
apolis used one type of engine so it is
easy to see that there is no compeltition
between manufacturers at the “brick
yard.” If the competition were as keen

there as it is in hot rodding. there is no |

telling what the result would be—maybe
150 mile per hour qualifying speeds would
have been common this year.

Maybe the rules committee won’t see
the light in time to create a new policy
for the 1954 race, but the change is in-
evitable and will eventually take place.
Pressure from the oil companies and many
uihvr interests will make it imperative.
Let’ lmpc- that they don’t wait until the
hurm- is stolen to lock the barn door.
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"Fuel Iniection Spcl”

All prices f.o.b.
mmcmmcmm—mcmmmmm—-m-m====n KURTIS SPORT CAR CORP.
Gndw wit Be

NEW I(URTIS 500-KK

CHASSIS  §1290________

Patterned after the winning Bill Vukovich

Kurtis 500, this new Kurtis

500-KK Tubular Chassis is now available to

sports car and hot rod builders.

Chassis can be purchased complete or in

various stages of construction.

Chassis is adaptable to fibreglass or

metal bodies.

158", Width: 40"

Wheelbase: 100
Tread: 58" front. 58" rear.

In California add 3}% sales tax.

Frame length:

Avoid, MWMW%W'

GROUP |—Frame Only $399.00
GROUP II—Front and Rear
Suspension Assembly 391.20

GROUP Il1—Steering Gear Assembly

{less column shaft & wheels 92.69
GROUP IY—Rear End Housing 89.86
GROUP V—Running Gear {including

Spindles, Hubs, Drums, Brakes

and Wheels. Standard Ford

Parts) 228.19
GROUP Vi—Radiator and Shock

Absorbers 89 06
Complete Chassis {less Tires

and Tubes) $1290.00

4625 Alger Street
Los Angeles, California

IN THE NEXT ISSUE:

e ROAD TESTING THE KURTIS SPORTS CAR
e COMPLETE BONNEVILLE RESULTS
e 4 THROAT CARBURETOR HINTS

HOTROD - COM

HI-COMPRESSION

AT A SMALL FRACTION OF THE USIIAI. COST

GET EXTRA POWER AND GAS
ECONOMY Thru the Use of ...

SOLID COPPER

Here at Last is HIGH COMPRESSION
at Reasonable Cost!

Simply install our special THIN compression-

riser gaskets and enjoy all the advantages of
higher compression—without buying expensive
custom heads. Our special Hot Rod Gaskets
are guaranteed to boost compression more and
give better performance than the average
milled héad. *Will increase stock Ford com-
pression to 8:1—and a SIMILAR OR HIGHER
INCREASE ON OTHER MAKE CARS! Can
also be used on big bore & high compression
engines to increase compression even further.
All ALMQUIST HOT ROD GASKETS are
of the finest SOLID COPPER construction

(not laminated) — Guaranteed blowout proof
& corrosion resistant,

Easily installed on any Passenger Car, Race
Car, Truck or Sports Car.
tions included.

"“E-Z" Instruc-

ENGINEERING

Dealers Wanted

PRESSION-RISER [
HEAD GASKETS

FREE Information!

FOR
ALL
CARS

*Increases
Compression 1 Ratio!

HERE'S THE PRINCIPLE
BEHIND OUR ALL-COPPER
COMPRESSION-RISER
GASKETS.

Stock Head gaskets even when tightened,
are almost 0707 thick — consequently
our special THIN .0107 1o 020" COP-
PER GASKET is EQUIVALENT to a
stock head milled .050” to .060%. In

addition, our special Hot Rod Gaskets
also eliminate the over-heating and re-
strietian found in milled heads.

“World’s Finest Gaskets”
FOR ALL CARS

5695 |

[] Ford V-8's & Mercurys, Set...........
(Special Steel Set, $3.95)
[1 All Other ¥-B Cars, Set....

[] All 8 Cyl. Inline Car:
{1 All 4 & 6 Cyl. Cars..... 2 |
MAIL ORDER TODAY:
Enclosed find §................[1 Ship C.0.D. |
Make, Model & Year of my car is: |
—— |
5



