CUSTOM CAPRI

Text and Photos by Dean Batchelor

EVERAL months ago, Ina Mae Over-
man brought her Lincoln Capri into
the Valley Custom Shop, in Burbank,
Calif. for a special body estimate.
Ina Mae is no ordinary young lady with
a car. An automobile enthusiast of the
first degree, she had very definite ideas
about what she wanted done to her car.
She brought in her own plans, drawn to
seale, and sought the finest workmanship
on what she considers the finest car.
She was [irst attracted to Valley Custom
by their work on Ron Dunn’s sectioned
Ford, which was deseribed in the Febru-
ary 1953 issue of Hor Upr & Motor Lire
Magazine and exhibited at auto shows.
She became even more impressed by
the quality work of Neil Emory and Clay
Jensen as she watched them customize the
Olds Holiday (later named the Polynesian
by Emory) owned by Jack Stewart.
Valley Custom was booked solid and it
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took several months before they were
able to take Miss Overman’s Lincoln. But
now that the job is finished, she’s glad
she waited for quality work.

The first step, a relatively simple one,
was to remove the three-piece rear win-
dow and replace it with a one-piece ’53
Lincoln rear glass.

The chrome ornaments on the hood
and front fenders were then removed
and the resulting holes welded shat, filed
smooth and primer-surfacer sprayed on
the bare metal.

On close inspection of a 52 or "53 Lin-
coln, you will notice that the bumper is
actually part of the grille and probably
could, technically, be called the grille bar.
The lower bumper (which looks like part
of the body has been chrome plated and
shoved forward) is actually the bumper
of the car. This lower panel was moved
three inches to the rear, reshaped, and
later painted to match the body color of
the car. A Kaiser grille guard was then

mounted on the upper front bumper.

The chrome Capri nameplates on each
side of the car were removed and the
holes filled smoth.

The vertical chrome hody mold (jusi
forward of the rear wheels) was then
removed. Originally the plans were mere-
ly to fill the holes under this molding,
But before the job was completed, Em-
ory had fabricated new moldings. which
simulate air scoops, 1o the rear wheels,

This brings us to the rear of the car
and the outstanding part of the job. Ina
Mae wanted a Continental kit on her
Lincoln but didn’t care for it to protrude
from the rear deck like a hustle.

There were three courses of action pos-
sible: 1—Leave the Continental kit off.
which she didn’t want to do. 2—Inset the
tire into the deck lid, in which case the
trunk capacity would be almost the same
as stock. 3—Lengthen the rear fenders.

With very little deliberation, the third
course was adopted. Jensen and Emory
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then proceeded to add 12 inches of metal
to the rear fenders. They followed the
natural contour of the body on both the
sides and tops of the fenders. Because the
body tapers inward at the rear, the ex-
tra length brought the body in far
enough to necessitate cutting the rear
bumper three inches to keep it in the cor-
rect relation to the fenders.

While the bumper was undergoing this
alteration, they pounded out the Lincoln
name, making a smooth face bar, and had
the bumper rechromed. A license plate
bracket was made which mounts to the
bumper instead of to the Continental
kit, as is normally done.

The unusual exhaust arrangement is
made by branching each of the twin pipes
into four outlets at the rear of the pipe.
They extend through the rear fenders (as
can be seen in the accompanying photos)
and the paint on the fender is protected
by a chrome ring around each tip. The
chrome rings are from the rims of 1952
Ford back-up lights. One half-inch of
metal was added to each rim to allow for
a curved shape to be cut out to fit the
fender contour.

When the Capri was first brought to
Valley Custom, the body was painted a

(Continued on page 63)
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Extended fenders go past continental mount and fair neatly into the body. Valley
Custom built license light mount which is set on rear bumper instead of the tire

’53 Lincoln medallion attached to alu- Vertical chrome trim was fabricated by
minum pan lids and bolted to hub caps Neil Emory to replace stock chrome sash

Panel under bumper, formerly chrome, was moved back three inches, then painted
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CUSTOM CAPRI
(Continued from page 25)

two-tone yellow and the top was black.
Upholstery was black and red leather.

The interior has been unaltered except
that the instrument panel has been paint-
ed the same color as the body-—which
now is 53 Buick Mandarin Red.
was sprayed Nash Ambassador Gold
making a striking color combination.

The crowning touch of ingenuity
the hubeaps. These are "51 Lincoln stock
parts, but with the centers made from
the lids of aluminum saucepans. The me-
dallion in the center of each cap is from
a "53 Lincoln,

is

INVENTION
FOR JEANNE

(Continued from page 39)

cable, This type is recommended because
it is adjustable and locking. permitting
quick and easy adjustment.

The cable’s function, of course. is to
allow for maintaining transmission in any
one gear for any length of time. It can
be mounted just under the dash for easy
access. Grant angled the cable in through
a small hole in the floorboard. He first
visually aligned the cable with the bottom
end of the actuating arm.

Use a small piece of scrap steel,
cured by metal serews to the floor hoard.
to keep the cable in place. The floor mat
will cover the installation.

Now you're ready to go!

The regular pressure regulator plug al-
lows for shifting of gears when a certain
pressure is built up on the spring. Now,
with Grant’s gimmick. you can keep ten-
sion on the spring for as long as you want,

The top |

since the gear will not shift until the ten- |

sion is relaxed.

How does it work? Well. first time
Grant tried it out on the drags. he fin-
ished the quarter-mile in third gear—
hoosting his time six miles an hour!

The mechanism works on all gears too.
Grant has found. Testing at El Mirage
Dry Lakes one weekend. he decided to
let the Olds race in extended third gear,
just to see how far it would wind. He
roared past 90 MPH—and still had speed
to spare—when he cautiously decided that
he had proved his point, and backed off.

Grant recommends his gimmick unre-
servedly, and so does Mrs. Lambert. She
has good reason to be pleased with it: in
a recent drag, she came up with top speed
for the quarter-mile—89 MPH. using the
extended third gear. And their “moder-
ate customized” Olds was one of the pret-
tiest in the race, to hoot!

Try it yourself: You'll find that you'll |

eet more enjoyment—and more horse-
power—per dollar invested than almost
any other gimmick you'll find anywhere!
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SPECIALS

1932-53 FORD-MERC
BALANCED

EXHAUST HEADER

SPECIAL — Limited Offer
2 CHROME EXTENSIONS

FREE!

Complete Set (any model).
(Ford or Mercury only.)
Balanced Exhaust Header
System. Sells Retail
£60.00. With discount
only $39.95. You save
$20.05. Set includes all
pipes, headers, 2 mufflers
(steel pack or stock), tail
pipe, clamps, brackets
and gaskets. Free — Two
Chrome exhaust exten-
sions with each set of
above, Send Money Order
We ship by Railway
Express. You pay Express
on arrival. Will ship €.0.D,

Remember, if you don't
give us Body Style, Year

Model and Type Transmis-
sion, we can't ship them.

START HOT

ENGINE QUICK

with our MANIFOLD

BREATHERS, $1.50 each
postpaid.

Use one to four. Best re-

sults are obtained when

an engine is fitted with

two or more . .
HELLINGS Manifold Breathers

‘32-'53 FORD-MERC
HONEST CHARLEY
HI-TORQUE OIL PUMP
50% MORE VOLUME

$19.50

.. Postpaid $I4 95

39-53 MERC-FORD

Pair (1 left, 1 right) Popular Retail
Brand Hi-Compression Heads. $ 85.00
8 to 1 Ratio (highly polished aluminum)

One Dual Intake Manifold . . .. .§ 55.00
{For 2 carbs—highly polished aluminum)

One Set Ball Bearing 2 Carburetor
Linkage ... 1.50
(For perfect synchronuahon)

Gas Line and Regular Linkage Kit § 450

2 Chrome “Hellings” Carburetor
Air Cleaners _..§ 11.00

TOTAL RETAIL.. . §163.00

Send Money Order for Only . .5 99.99

YOU SAVE. _.§ 63.01

We ship by Rallwa\r Express uulv Yuu pay
Express Charges on arrival.

WILL SHIP C.0.D.

COMPRESSION SEAL (. 3.95
COPSHLOY (AN rovvss 54.95

CHROME HEAD NUT COVERS
'32-'53 FORD-MERC ONLY

Set 48 covers—List $5.76 set, net,
send $4.03 postpaid

MUFFLERS LOUD?
GET H C SILENCER

..Net ea. $5.95
. N!l 2 @ $10.59

1 for
2 for.

Mailed posmm(l What cor—what model

CHROME HONEST CHARLEY WIRE LOOMS

=

4‘ 52 R)ID Mﬁc

“r—*f'v"-?

49-'52 FORD MERC. lﬂ

|‘i : | ¢ cm 4951
ouDS §8-98 CHEYY 37. 32

‘ : : f JAGUAR XK -120 l !

12- 48 FORD MERC M STANDARD MG TWIN TuBE

Retail Special

3 piece Deluxe '49-52 Ford-Merc....$12.95 $1.95
2 piece Super '49-52 (all VB) Olds.. 8.95  4.95
2 piece Luxury "32-48 Ford-Merc.... 8.95 4.95
2 piece Honest '49 52 Ford Merc.... B.95 4.95
2 piece Society '49-52 Cad—neces-

sary to drill holes in valve covers 9.95 5.95
2 piece Economy '37-52 Chevy...... 695 3.9
1 piece LeMans XK120 Jaguar...... 9.95 5.95
1 piece Twin-Tube MG-TC or TD

with aluminum valve cover........ .95 4.45
1 piece Standard MG-TC or TD as is 1.95 4.45

New Chrome Wire Looms for:
CHRYSLER V8 .
STUDE V8 List 8.95
DODGE V8
SR Net 4.95

Send money order — we will ship by parcel post, prepaid anywhere in U.S.A. or will ship C.0.D.

Dealer inquiries invited on H-C wire looms (an Hones!

Charley original).

Send 25¢ For Wholesale and Retail Catalogue

HONEST CHARLEY

BOX HU 3086

TENN.

CHATTANOOGA,
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