IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP
AND LIVE” CARS...

TURN YOUR HOBBY
INTO A CAREER!

Get America’s Big-time, Big-future

AUTO MECHANICS

& DIESEL COURSE

at home in your spare time! *

Los Angeles' Nuafional Schools, America’s automo-
tive Technical Trede School since 1803, now brings
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to
you at hcme — to prepare you to earn more money,
with job security, in today's fast-moving, oppor-
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry!

Get your home training from the “Car Capital of
The World”"— America’s most auto-minded city,
center of Hot Rod and -
Sports Car activ-
ity! Mail coupon i
right now! BT LA
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR
"SHOP-METHOD” HOME TRAINING!

YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLURING DIESEL!
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself, All
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered.
Send for free Sample Lesson!

massaneses:  THIS SET OF LIFETIME
TOOLS—YOURS FREE
plus all-metal tool box,
mechanical drawing set
and other equipment. All
part of your course, yours

© to keep.
EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! voucanstart
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many
students pay for their training and more this way.
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv-
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with
personal and technical problems.
ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once.
APPROVED FOR G.1. TRAINING
Both Heme Study & Resident Courses Offered

Send for FREE FACT-BOOK
AND SAMPLE LESSON! .

NOW! 2 offices to sarve you fastey!-.
Mail coupon today to one nearest you!

ey .
NATIONAL SCHOOLS
Technical Trade Training Since 1905
LOS ANGELES 37, California

CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C.

MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU!
¢mail in envelope or paste on postal card)
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DY-34
4000 5. FIGUEROA STREET 323 WEST POLK STREET
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF, CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS

Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call,
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NAME BIRTHDAY 19 __
A

* CITY . ZONE__STATE
[ Check if interested in Resident School Training ot Los Angeles
YETERANS: Give Date of Discharge

THE CURRENT ISSUE

HE special feature story on the
performance of Ak Miller’s het
rod in Mexico, which appeared in

. this magazine last month, has re-

ceived unusual attention from read-
ers. Numerous letters are arriving
daily, all praising the car and its
crew. Many of the comments note
the fact that Motor LiFE was the
first publication, in or out of the
motorinz field, to report the full
story and grant the achievement the
recognition it deserved.

As far as publishing the story first
is concerned. we have a confession
to make: hefore the race even start-
ed and at a time whzn most observ-
ers were scoffing at th> hot rod and
predictine that it wouldn’t finish the
first leg. the story was in preparation
for Moror Liwre. We felt that re-
gardiess of its finishing position, the
car was especially siznificant and that
future races in Mexico will be seeing
much more of hot rods.
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The series of features on the 1954
cars which occupyv many pages in
this iszue of Movor LiFE is another
example of advance rlenning. The

_job of colleciing informat’on on new

cars h:fore they are announced to
the public is no easy task. Every de-
tail. no matter how minor it is, re-
mains a jealously guarded secret
which the major auto makers are re-
luctant to release.

Most of the credit for the com-
pleteness of this report on the °54
cars belongs to two of the most
highly skilled automotive writers and
reporters in the business. They are
Roger Huntington. who is justly
famed for his accurate and lively
technical articles, and Sydney Keith,
a veteran staffer of motoring publica-
tions who has had additional back-
ground on Detroit newspapers and
as a publicist for one of ‘the major
auto manufacturing companies.

Last-minute alterations in car
prodiction schedules has caused one
or two deletions from this overall
report, but we feel that the compre-
hensive statistical tabulations and
the analysis will be helpful reference
material for all who are interested in
automobiles.
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One of the most interesting chores
in preparing reports for MoTor LiFE
are the regular road tests which are
conducted each month. Occasionally,
however, we are embarrassed by
someone who refers to our efforts as
“research.” To use this term, which
carries scientific connotations, is mis-

leading. Our crew prefers to be
known simply as testers, experienced
drivers who take a perfectly tuned
car out and put it through its paces.

The methods, nevertheless, are ex-
ceedingly accurate. The sight of an
electric fifth wheel trailing a test car
is a familiar one to most readers.
But few have seen the instruments
which are watched inside the car. A
glance at the accompanying photo
will provide a rough idea of the set-
up. While many minor measuring
devices are employed, the most im-
portant gadgets are the electric

speedometer on the left and the elec-

P e
tric revolution counter at the right.

The first accurately registers the
true speed of the car, while the sec-
ond counts precisely down to the
tenths of a foot the exact distance
traveled.

The third item of equipment, shown
on page 38, is the fuel-flow meter,
fixed to the side window. With this
container, one-tenth of a gallon of
fuel is measured and fed into the
carburetor for mileage checks.

With the figures obtained through
these instruments, plus the results of
the detailed inspection and driving
impressions, the test reports are de-
signed so that you can evaluate the
car yourself and make correct com-
parisons when the time comes to do
so. '
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One of the stories scheduled for the
current issue was crowded out at the
last moment. It was a road test of a
Mexican road race Lincoln, furnished
by Ray Crawford. As the 1954 Auto
Directory began to assume larger pro-
portions than anticipated, it was nec-
essary to omit the report.

However, we'd like to let you know
that, as one phase of the test, the Lin-
coln was entered in the sports car
hillclimb at Willow Springs, Calif.
Driver Marvin Patchen, without an
opportunity to become familiar with
the car, won lis class hands down.

THE EDITORS
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