CROSS COUNTRY ROAD TEST:

OLDSMOBILE 98

Driver’s Log Note: February 23rd. Home again in Los An-
geles. Just finished road testing the new Oldsmobile 98 in a
nine day session. Cross-country from Lansing, Michigan to
L.A. with side trips to Canada and Mexico—a three country
test through snow, rain, mud, dust, good weather and the
worst, The Olds ran through it all with no trouble, performed

well the entire journey.

Let’s start from the beginning. back in Lansing. A factory
representative handed us the keys to a new Four Door Sedan

that showed a scant 17 miles on the
odometer: from the moment the mechan-
ics rolled the car out of the door to the
end of our 3864 mile road test it was ap-
parent that General Motors has a new
automobile. not a rehash of the "33 line.
The Four Door Sedan is one of four of
the big series Oldsmobile makes this vear.

The exterior body design is clean—the
test car drew “oohs” and “ahs”™ where-
ever we pulled in for gas. Chrome is mini-
mized. placed where it not only adds to
the looks but protects. The Olds “look™
is. of course. retained—but with “sweep-
cut” doors. a lower profile: the 54 Sedan
is 6015 high. lower than last vear’s model.

A noteworthy new feature is the panoramic windshield. a
wrap-around front glass that offers more visibility to the
sides and down. a safety factor to be applauded.

Exterior color schemes are new, with a different treatment
done on the two-tone jobs: rear chrome striping marks the

division of color.

February 16th, midnight. In Toledo, Ohio. Took delivery
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bad road.

yesterday morning in Lansing; we’re taking it easy, feeling the
car out. Despite unseasonal warm weather in Michigan the
new Olds has been running cool. Power steering is light and
positive. My passenger slept soundly through a long section of

From the start it became obvious that the new Oldsmobile

handles better than the '53 models: fast maneuvering on nar-

Keys for the new Olds are received from
manager of the Customer Driveaway
Service, Paul Bickert. while Nolan
Walker, Olds distribution manager.
looks on

row. winding roads causes surprisingly little body sway. Ex-
cept on the tightest corners the car hugs. turns flat—and this

with a test weight of 4600 lbs. The driver
has a feeling of confidence and security
in this car. In front seat or rear there is
no passenger feeling of sea sickness on
pitches and rolls, even at high speeds.
The steering ratio could be improved:
while the power steering offsets this
somewhat. the five-and-a-third turns. lock
to lock, is too much. The Olds Sedan does
not have the steering characteristics of a
sports car nor do the GM people make
claims that it does: for this reason the de-
sirability of a faster steering ratio might
be questioned. especially for a passenger
car designed as a happy American com-
promise—but the author is convinced that

the average driver would prefer more sensitivity in the han-
dling characteristics of his family automobile. The calisthen-
ics involved in turning a eity block corner with a slow steer-
ing ratio are annoying and time consuming.

February 17th. Coming into Peru, Indiana we ran into

snow. Visibility not too good, had to slow down. Panoramic

windshield and adjustable seat paid off.
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The Oldsmobile electric four-way ad-
justable seat is a blessing on the highway
and in city trafiic. After hours of driving
on the open road a touch of the button
control will change yvour body attitude to
a different. more relaxing position. A
short driver doesnt need a pillow in
this car to raise him up to see over the
hood. Especially useful in traffic. the easy
adjustment allows the driver to move up
and closer to the windshield for better
visibility.

Perhaps in the future the Oldsmobile
Division of General Motors Corporation
will see fit to redesign the windshield
wipers. to take care of the extra glass
area offered by the wrap-around glass:
there is a tendency for snow and mud
tencountered in a storm later during the
trip1 to stick in the corners. Adding an-
other wiper. or even two. would solve
this problem—as. for example. on the
Buick XP300.

No difficulty was experienced with
starting the Olds in hot or cold weather
despite the fact that it sat at the curb
during nights on the eross-country trip
while driver and passenger slept.

February 18th, night driving, Ken-
tucky. Giving the Autronic Eve a good
workout. Still no eriticism of car per-
formance, no engine trouble of any kind.
Gone enough miles to open her up—
only car to pass us was a 34 Olds 88!

The interior of the "534 Olds Four Door
is clean. functional. eve-pleasing. Instru-
ments are well grouped. easy to read. In
L.os Angeles the dirt collected in the car
on the journey was removed from the seats
and floor with a vacuum cleaner and a
damp rag in a few minutes. a tribute to
the smooth finished. durable upholstery.
Foam rubber in the cushions makes the
seats as comfortable as is possible. Two
ash trays on the dash are handy for driv-
er and passengers. The glove compart-
ment. relocated since "52 in the center of
the panel. offers easier access than a far
night location: as simple a design (and
obvious after you use the compartment
for awhile) as this is. it is surprising that

all American car manufacturers don’t see
fit to change to this arrangement.

Optional equipment in our sedan in-
cluded three floor control buttons, for
the Autronic Eve and the radio. It takes
a little while to get used to the arrange-
ment—the lower button operates the ra-
dio station selector. automatically choos-
ing a clear station: this can also be done
manually at the dash. Another convenient
extra is the dual speaker set-up. one for
the back seat. which may be turned on
and off separately.

The other two floor buttons control the
Autronic Eve which. as the Olds people
say. handles the entire job of headlight
control automatically. Top button. when
vou keep vour foot on it. holds the head-

PERFORMANCE
TOP SPEED
Average of two-way runs........ 105.2 mph
Fastest one-way run........ 108.1 mph
ACCELERATION
0-30 mph..c. 404 sREL
0-45 mph. ool v 7.6 sEC,
...12.0 sec.

FUEL CONSUMPTION
16.43 mpg for the cross-country trip; this
figure includes city traffic conditions and
high speed driving on the open road.
SPEEDOMETER CORRECTIONS
Indicoted 30 mph... a:
Indicated 45 mph..
Indicated 60 mph... o
Note: baosic specifications and other data
appear at end of written report. Fuel used
in all tests was Mobilges premium.

light bearaz on high: the button helow it
makes the automatic control operative or
inoperative. When inoperative the beams
are on low.

We discovered that the automatic con-
trol. at least in the test car. was too sensi-
tive for all reflected light conditions: in
one town a blinking signal made the
beams go up and down. as did reflector
huttons on a bridee in Arizona. On a clear
night the moonlight reflected off the light
colored hood was sufficient to keep the
headlight beams on low. While the idea of

(Continued on page 571

CUSTOMERS VIEW THE OLDS PLANT...

An interesting sidelight is offered by
Oldsmobile while the “driveaway™ cus-
tomers are awaiting final checking of
their new cars. A guide takes visitors
through the sprawling assembly plant
in a “train”: visitors sit in individual
seats. each with a speaker through
which the driver describes interesting
and unusual points of the trip.

The trip—approximately an hour
and a half—covers chassis assembly.
the bady drop (bodies are actually as-
sembled by the Fisher Body Division
at another plant) and the final check-
ing of lights, instruments. wheels. and
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so forth. An amazing fact is that a
bare frame begins its trip via convevor
to end up as a finished Oldsmobile in
ninety minutes.

Another customer tour is through
the Olds “Rocket”™ engine plant. Bare
engine blocks (delivered from a found-
ry) are turned into complete engines
(including a 20 minute dynamometer
run) at the rate of 100 an hour: the
other 10 are slated for replacement.
From start to finish the engines are
scarcely touched by hand other than
to assist the convevors when more
than the normal capacity of blocks

Photograph of Oldsmobile 98 floor-
board shows the location of the Autronic
Eve (headlight control). radio control
butions and the oversize brake pedal

Olds interior is neat and functional with
instruments and contro's well located.
Safety belt is not standard equipment
in car. was installed for road testing

Olds test car during desert acceleration
test proved te be surprisingly fast con-
sidering weight of car is over 214 tons

piles up. Cylinder boring. component
assembly. engine painting. transmis-
sion joining—-all are done by machine.
It is unfortunate that only those
peaple living west of the Rockies are
able to take advantage of the Olds
customer “driveaway” plan. Facilities
are heing expanded to take care of
more “driveawavs”: last vear over
10.000 westerners drove Oldsmobiles
from Lansing. Michigan. to their
homes. General Motors Corporation
hopes to soon bhe able to offer this
unique “driveaway” plan to all buyers
regardless of their home locality.
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Do you own a 4/-48
CHEVROLET?

To dress it up — replace those old
worn out plastic dash panels

with these highly peolished
chrome beauties.

Price — $2.25 (set)

See your dealer or write to —

@Fi 13224 Lake Street

Venice, California
o

McBAR ADAPTER HOUSINGS
FOR THE NEW BIG OHV ENGINES

MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION
C.F.-52... Caoillac & O!ds to 52-54 Ford &
.. Cad & Olds to 49-51 Ford & Late 5
. Cad, Olds to 32-48 Ford. Thru eariy 5
Linc, Ford Pickup, 1%z ton tru
.Lincoln OHV to 52-54 Ford & A
L

Merc

C.S.A..... Cad, Olds to 53-54 Stude, Automatic Trans.
All Models in Stock—Proper Clutch Recommendations
FREE CATALOG — INQUIRY INVITED

McBAR MACHINE SHOP INC.
65 No. Miami 5t., Peru, Ind. Phone 5155

GOOD NEWS! Giers

OWNERS

Chrys.
Stud.
Buick
Cad.

The Iskenderian Testing Labora-
tory successfully used our exclu-
sive Strobotac electronic equip-
ment on L-Heads to design and
engineer the world-renowned- and
top record holder, the “404".

Now this same team and equip-
ment has probed the hereto in-
ternal mysteries of the cam action
of the late OHV engines, such as
harmonics, spring surge, and de-
flection. The result has been some
startling discoveries and innova-
tions . . . all incorporated into our
new OHV Engineered cams and kits.

STEEL BILLET KIT 5250 (Com.)
(Includes Adjustable Tubular Push Rods
and Cam Followers)

This months feature:
How To Check Valve Overlap
Without Dial Indicator

or Degree Whee) GE808%)
_ HOW AT YOUR SPEED SHOP
ED ISKENDERIAN

S33B SLAUSON AVE
CULVER CITY CALIF

FASTEST CAR
KENZ SPL.
255 MPH.
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OLDSMOBILE ROAD TEST

(Continued from page 31)

automatically controlled headlight beams
is fine, a light-sensitivity adjustment
should. and undoubtedly will. be made
in the electronic mechanism.

February 19th. Chattanooga, Tennes-
see. Rain!

A good rainstorm gave us proof that
the body of the Olds test car was tight;
no water seeped through around the wind-
shield or the windows. There were no
leaks in the trunk.

The Olds trunk is especially roomy,
more than adequate for luggage for six.
In our case it held suitcases and quite a
hit of automotive test equipment with
room to spare.

February 20th. Breakfast in Texar-
Fana, Texas. Now it's dust and wind: lit-
tle or no body sway in buffeting cross-
winds. Engine check shows everything ok.

The tune-up on the test car was short
and sweet: after 2000 miles the car was
behaving perfectly. Rough roads had pro-
duced no body rattles and the engine con-
tinued to run quiet and smooth.

An additional 20 hp has been added to
the 98 “rocket™ engine this year—acceler-
ation is very good considering the weight
of thiz model runs over 214 tons. The
Hydra-matic Super Drive is optional
equipment in the 98 series. Wheelbase has
been lengthened 2”. from 124 to 126",
for a smoother ride. The “Rocket™ engine
has been lowered almost 2" for a defi-
nite and noticeable C.G. improvement.

February 22nd, El Paso. Good weather
for a change. If the weather holds we'll
get performance data tomorrow.

A flat. long stretch of test course of-
fered excellent conditions for timing runs
in the car. The weather was clear. dry,
with no wind. The temperature was 60
degrees. Acceleration and high speed runs

were made on a measured cquarter mile | =

and one mile of coarse asphalt surface.
Four runs of each test were made in both

directions and averaged for final figures, | ¢

Test equipment included a rev counter
and 5th wheel. vacuum gauge. two clocks.

Tire pressure taken with a reliable gauge |

before the tests was 32 lbs. all the way
around.

The Olds odometer belied the tape.
claimed the measured mile to be .97—
an error of 39. Speedometer corrections,
as shown in the performance figures else-
where on these pages. show an irregular
graph curve. with high and low indicated
speeds being slightly above actual, and
medium speed (around 45 mph) indicat-
ed being actually below corrected figures.

February 23rd. Should hit Los Angeles

Mexico, stopped at Juarez. Someone liked
the car so well they stole two of the
Fiesta type hubcaps!

(Continued on next page)

| this afterncon. Took a short side trip into |

ALMQUIST GUARANTEES

with the ORIGINAI.:-' |
4" GENUINE
g=?) SOLID-COPPER
COMPRESSION-RISER

HEAD GASKET

Simply install our specially designed

o COMPRESSION-RISER Gasket and enjoy

all the advantages of higher compression
—without buying expensive custom heads.
Get increased horsepower, faster pickup,
higher top speed — and 1 to 5 exira
miles per gal.! Famous new Almquist
Gaskets are *guaranteed to increase FORD

i :1 higher—and give

compression to 8 :r ;T,gi .:\TILAR OR |

i HIGHER INCREASE ||
.  MORE ENW?JHER , MAKE
ARS! In use through-
; SPEE’ ] out the woéldégssiélé

i ine SOLID-

# gco”o"' Ili?ow-oul proofcgi-
sign—FOR ANY "
_POWER TRUCK, RACER, efc.

GUARANTEED 3, INCREASE

O YOUR MONEY BACK!
HERE'S HOW:

Stock head gaskets,
even when tightened,
are almost 070" thick
—therefore the instal-
lation of our special
THIN .005"-.018" solid-
E%aﬁer H.C. gosket is
IVALENT to a
stock head milled 045"
to ~.060". This reduces
co;b‘ustilon chamber area BEWAHE
sufficiently to produce up-
wards to one full point l]f IM'TH’"]HS
increase in compression Insist on Genuine .
ration! More efficient — COMPRESSION.-
cooler running — higher _Réf-ﬁ_]?"ﬁzzk::'d
H. P. Sold only by
ALMQUIST!

FOR ALL CARS

Fords & Mercs—DPair. .. .$6.95
(Special Racing Set, $5.95)

R

:!til{ Other V-8 Cars, Pr...$7.75 EASY 3O

8 Cyl. Inline Cars..$8.95

All 4 & 6 €yl Cars....$6.95 INSTA,I'L
(Sperial H.C. Gasket Instructions
CEMENT, only $1.) Included

SPEED PARTS CATALOG

Bhows 1004 Power, Cust
tom, Speed Equipr.
Valies. SEND 25c (0Tt
free with pasker)
- — -

L— -

v 1
i PLEASE SEND METD COMPRESSION-RISER g
GASKETS [] CEMEN )
! Enclosed find S.oevnmion: u} ‘?i-up €.0.D. ]
I Make, Model & Year of My Car is: (]
l IO evrireeess sesssssmsssmnrissrasssssssasassass > [ ]
b o o
=

Milford 6B, Pa.
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MAKE YOUR FINE ENGINE

LOOK

LIKE A FINE ENGINE

Th: new HARWELL VALVE COVERS provide maximum heat dissipation and
maximum sound absorption. They are precision-cast from high-tensile aluminum
alloy end polished so they shine like a new dollar. HARWELL VALVE COVERS
help keep your engine clean and beautiful. Unconditionally guaranteed. For
1937-'54 Chevrolets only.

An exclusive feature ! | Order now and receive at no additional cost a machined
and polished filler cap as shown in the illustration above.

524 ARWELL

F.0.B. Fort Worth MANUFACTURING CO.
Excise Tax incl, P.0. BOX 1182, FORT WORTH, TEXAS

a deposit of $5.00
is required.

On C.0.D. orders,

SN NN NN NN EEEERER N

OLDHOME AUTOMOTIVE LABORATORIES
Box 41, Glendale, Calif.

Please send me .......

WORLD'S FASTEST DRAGSTER

USES MOLY-CAPS!

*“144 mph at the end
of 14 mile

““WE USED MOLY-CAPS IN
THE ENGINE, TRANSMIS-
SION AND REAR END,”
SAYS DON YATES, DRIVER
OF THE YATES BROS. AND
MIKKELSEN DRAGSTER.

Oil is inflammable! Moly-Caps won't burn! Your engine can be so
hot that its lubricating oil catches fire, but Moly-Caps will still be
capable of supplying lubrication. Even if your engine temperature
gauge reads normal, there are places in your engine that are so
hot that the lubricating oil will burn away. MOLY-CAPS will pro-
tect these lubrication points long after the oil has burned away.

Use molybdenum disulfide the sofe inexpensive way—use MOLY.CAPS with your fovorite oil.
Why pay for expensive containers and compounding—get three times the moly for the sume
price. Don’t pay for unwanted oil to get the performance-proven advantages of molybdenum
disulfide. Reduce wear today with MOLY-CAPS. One dollar buys enough for three oil changes.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

recssaeenncee MOLY-CAPS for which

| enclose .........cccccciiivnnacias
Name..
Address......coiene
[of] S — State,
! o opn speciaL oFrer 5700
58

SPECIFICATIONS

POWER UNIT

Type: VB

Maximum brake horsepower: 185 @ 4000 rpm
Maoximum torque: 284 lbs.-ft. @ 1800 rpm
Piston displacement: 324 cu. ins.

Bore & stroke: 3.75 x 3.44 ins.

Compression ratio: 8.0 to one

Valve arrangement: OHV

Fuel and Cooling System—Quadri-Jet down-
draft carburetion with built-in automatic choke.
Thermostatically controlled cooling and internal
recirculation system. Ball-bearing, permanently
lubricated water pump.

Clutch and Transmission—Synchro-Mesh Trans-
mission with 11" single-plate semi-centrifugal
dry disc clutch.

Hydra-Matic Super Drive—Optional on 98 mod-
els.

Electrical—12 V system.
Frame—I-beam, X-member
5 cross members.
Suspension—Knee-action front suspension, semi-
elliptic leaf springs ot rear. Front and rear
stabilizer. Double-action hydraulic shock ab-
sorbers, cam and lever in front and direct-act-

construction  with

| ing in rear.
| Power Steering—Optional

Steering

Turns, lock to lock: 55

Turning circle: 43 ft. dia.
Brakes—hydraulic. Brake lining area, 191.7 sq.
in Front brake size, 11" x 212", rear brake
size, 117 = 2.
Power Brakes—Optional
Tires: Ip, 7.60 x 15"
Fuel Capacity: 18 gal.
Wheelbase: 126 in. Over-all length, 214.26 in.
Over-sll width, 78.26 in.
Power Seat Control: Optional. 4-way seat ad-
juster, slectric.

DEADLINE DATA
(Continued from page 14)
Australian engineer. recently won the

Grand Prix in New Zealand.

The car is the Mavbach Special. with
a German engine. but in all other re-
spects this hvbrid race car is a product of
Australian engineering,

It was re-designed by the senior en-
gineer of REPCO of Australia. the big-
gest manufacturer of automotive parts
in Australia.

When in use as a German scout car.
it was blasted by a bomb in the desert
fighting. It was brought to Australia by
the Commonwealth Government for ex-
amination. and was eventually sold for
82240 to a used car vard. Here it was
bought by the engineer for $89.60. At
this time it had tank tracks instead of
rear wheels. With these replaced. ex-
perts considered that the engine was too
heavv. but when it was tried out on a
sports car chassis the car reached 100
mph in a Vintage Car Club Trial. Orig-
inally the Maybach Special had a con-
elomeration of foreign parts. such as a
Fiat gearbox. Lancia differential. and
Studebaker suspension. These were taken
out in the course of the drastic trans-
formation to make it a race car and were
replaced with specially made parts. The
car was soon the best hill-climbing and
sprint car in Australia. and was electric-
ally timed at 140 mph. It won several
Australian trophies before its success in
the New Zealand Grand Prix.
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