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MAKE OF CAR: FORD

MODEL NAME SYMBOL

COMPANY: FORD DIVISION

FORD MOTOR COMPANY

MODEL YEAR: 1055

| DATE OCTOBER 19, 1954

THUNDERBIRD-SOFT TOP L4O0A
THUNDERBIRD-HARD TOP 40B

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 195k
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NOTES: 1. The specifications set forth herein are those in effect at the date of compilation and are subject 1o change without notice.
2. All specifications are standard for the models under which they are listed unless otherwise indicated.

3. All dimensions are nominal engineering dimensions
4, Unless otherwise indicated, specifications apply to

therwise indicated.

assenger, 4-Adet Addab/of Adubbrehy
CONVERT IBLE
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS

Model THUNDERBIRD

LOoA LOB
Wheelbase 102"
' Front 56"
Tread Rear : 56"
Maximum Length (L-103) 315.3"
Overall Width (W-103) 70.3%
Dimensions Height (H-101) (TOP—U'P]][ 52.4 52 .
Steering ratio—overall 20.1 TO 1
Turning diameter (curb to curb) 36.0
Shipping weight* 2985
Vrommbidon=— Conventional STANDARD
(Specify standard, Overdrive OPTIONAL
optional, not avail.) Automalic OPTIOEAL
Conventional 3.73
Axle ralio Overdrive 3.92 STANDARD
Automatic 3. 31 STANDARD
Tire size - 6.70 X 15 4 PLY WSW TUBELESS
Type \'}
No. of cylinders 8
Vaive arrangement OVERHEAD
. Bore and stroke . X 3.30
Engine Piston displacement, cu. in. %QZL
Standard compression ratio 8.1 To 1
Maximum bhp at engine rpm 193 @ 4400
Maximum torque at rpm 280 @ 2600

*Standard car weight, not including gas and water.

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954
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OCTOBER 19, 1954

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR_1955 REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954
mopgL_ THUNDERBIRD Loa LOB
ENGINE—GENERAL
. V, In-line, other v
Angle of V 90~
No. of cylinders 8
Valve arrangement B OVERHEAD
Bore and stroke 3.7500-3.7524% X 3.30
Piston displacement, cu. in. 292
Numbering system L. Bank 5-6-7-8
(front to rear) R. Bank 1-2-3-4
Firing order é-ﬁ-h-8-6-3-7-2
: Standard Head .1 1
S Optional Head 8-5 g 1
Head Standard CAST IRON
Cylinders Material Optional CAST IROQN _
Sleeve—Wet, dry, other, none NONE
Number of Front o
mounting points Rear 1
Taxable (Die.? x No. Cyl.)
horsepower 2.5 45.0
Standard head 193@L4 400
Advertised Optional head 198akL400
max. brake With fuel
:T:::::" (Octane Standard Head REGULAR
RPM® and
method) | Optional Head PREMIUM
Max. torque | Standard head 28082600
(ib. ft. @ RPM)| Optional head  ** 286@2500
Recommended idle speed (neutral) L7585 - 500 RPM - ALL TRANSMISSIONS
ENGINE—PISTONS
Material

ALUMINUM ALLOY

Description and finish

AUTOTHERMIC, CLOSED TYPE, CAM
GROUND, FLATHEAD, TIN PLATED

W eight (piston only) oz.

8 GRADES 19 gﬁ_]g 48
.0023 - .002

Top land
Clearance Skirt Top .0010 - .0024
Bottom . 0006 - .0012
= No. 1 ring .2085 - 2135
ml'lﬂ groove No. 2 ring . 2085 - 2135
depth No. 3 ring .2055 - .2105
No. 4 ring Hm

*Corrected as defined by SAE Engine Test Coda, with the following standard power consuming accessories:

**/ITH FORDOMATIC
REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954
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AKE OF CAR F'ORD _MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL____ THUNDEREIRD LOA LOB
ENGINE—RINGS
No. 1 oil or comp. TAPER FACE
Type (1op No. 2 cil or comp. TAPER FACE_
to bottom) No. 3 oil or comp. _TIREE_1'TECE-SECMENTED EXPANDER
No. 4 oil or comp. NONE
No. rings above piston pin 3
Material CAST TRON
Coating UPPER - CHROME PLATE
. —— TOWER - PHOSATE-COATED P
Width L0775 - 0780
Gap 010 - 020
Maximum wall thickness 187
Material STEEL .. .
Coating
oil CHROME~PLATED
Width 1860 - (1865
Gap 015 = .053
Maximum wall thickness T-Tl__
Location of expanders NONE
ENGINE—PISTON PINS
aterial ATT.OY STERT., HEAT TREATED
.ength 3.016 - 3.030
diameter L9120 - ,9123
- | Locked in rod, in
) piston, floating, etc. FULL FLOATING
ype In rod or piston IN ROD
Sushing Material BRONZE
Jearance In piston _ SELECTED FQOR - .0001 -~ ,0003
In rod SFLECTED-FOR:> .000]1 - .0003
irection offset in piston RIGHT
ENGINE—CONNECTING RODS
i FORGED STEEL
eight [oz.) 2L, 06 (LESS BRG.)
ingth (center to center) 6.320 - 6.324
Material COPPER_LEAD - STERL-BACKED
Type (cast-in or removable) REPLACEARLE TNSERTS
raring Effective length 713
Clearance SFT[,F:CT_'ED__EQB_A(}O(}S - (021
End play . =_.016 (Tyo Rops)
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT
erial ALLOY IRON
eight {Ib.) 50.59
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OCTOBER 19, 1954

“\AKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__THUNDERBIRD LOA LOB
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT (cont.)

Vibration dampaer type RUBBER<FLOATED

End thrust taken by bearing (No.) 3

Crankshaft end play Q02 - 006
Material COPPER LEAD, STEEL BACKED
Type (cast-in or removable) REPLACEABLE TINSERTS
Clearance SELECTED FQR 0005 = 0021

Ne. 1 2.4g8L . 2 LOBB X 728
e gl No. 2 2,408k - 2 LOBA X 728
s dla. ond | No.3 > LoRlh . 2 LORR ¥ FA2

bearing No. 4

2 haBh . 2 LaoB8 x 728

affective No. 5

2.4084 - 2 4088 X 728

No. 7

Direction offset from cyl. bore

-

connecting red crankpin
ournal diameter

2.1880 - 2.1888

ENGINE—CAMSHAFT
iaterlal
i CAST ALIOY TRON
d EET,-BACKED BA
earings :I::‘:: ET BEITT
Gear or chaln CHATN

Crankshaft gear or.
sprocket material

STEEL, HEAT-TREATED

Camshaft gear or

f
:ll: : @ sprocket materiol CAST IRON
Make N
" Timing No. of links 564
chain Width 1.00 (NOMINAL)
Pltch B b
ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM
rdravlic lifters (yes, no) NO

wclal provision for valve
lation (intake, exhaust)

YES - TNTAKE AND EXHAIIST

cker ratio 1.43 0 1
serating tappet
arance (indicate ks 018 HOT
t or cold)
Exhaust 018 HOT

ppet clearance Intake SFE_PAGE 5
timing Exhaust SER _PAGE §
iing marks on fiy- i

sel, damper, other

VIBRATTON DAMPER PUTTEY
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955

MODEL___ THUNDERBIRD LOA LOR

ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM (cont.)

Kk Opens (°BTC) 12° @ 016 CAM LIFT
Timing Closes (°ABC) 54° @ 019 CAM LIFT
Exhous  |OPENS (BBC) 58° @ .015 CAM LIFT
Closes (°ATC) 8° @ .018 CAM LIFT
Material CHROME_STEEL
Overall length 5.11
Actual overall head dia. 1.775 = 1.785
Angle of seat 459301 §5°L5
Seat insert material NONE
Stem diameter 3415 - 3425
Stem to guide clearance SEIECTED FOR 001 - 002
Lift 360
Intake =
Outer Valve closed
spring (Ib. @ in.) Sk o 6,’-'# @ 1.8
press. and | Valve open
length (Ib. @ in.) 124 . 1Mo @1 .50
- Yalve closed
e (Ib. @ in.) NONE
press. and | Valve open
length {lb. @ in.) NONE
Material CAST AUSTENTTIC STEEL
Overall length 5.00
Actual overall head dia. 1.505 - 1.515
| Angle of seat 45930' - 45OL5¢
Seat insert material NONE
Stem diameter _.,3@,0'3 - 3415
Stem to guide clearance SELECTED FOR .002 - .003
Lift 360
Exhaust

Outer Yalve closed
spring (Ilb. @ in.)

Sk « 604 @1.82

press. and | Valve open

length (Ib. @ in.) 124 - 1hof @ 1.50
[o— Vaive clloud
spring (Ib. @ in) NONE
press. and | Valve open
length {ilb. @ in.) NONE
ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM
Main bearings PRESCIRE
Type of Cnnneclfng rods PRESSIIRE
lubrication Piston pins QIL MIST
(splash, Camshaft bearings PRESSURE
oAl Tappets GRAVITY FROM DRATNBACK
nozzle)

Timing gear or chain

DIRECT DRAINBACK

Cylinder walls

PRESSIRE STREAM
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)F CAR FORD MODEL YEAR___ 1955
THUNDERBIRD LoA LoB
NGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.)
ype GEAR
pressure (Ib. @ rpm) (H(_)T) 1{-5 - 50 @ 2000
wachonicall ELECTRIC
take (floating,
STATIONARY

pe (full fiow,
1

FULL FLOW (REPLACEABLE CARTRIDGE)

f crankcase, less
(qt.)

5

ecommended (SAE viscosity
ature range)

#32°F AND ABOVE - SAE 20 OR
£32°F TO -10°F - SAE 10 OR
BELOW - 10°F - SAE 5W

20w
10w

:ommended

IGINE—FUEL SYSTEM

A.P.I. TYPE ML FQR AVERAGE DRIVING
A.P.I, TYPE MS FOR SEVERE DRIVING

.d | Standard head REGULAR
Optional head PREMTUM
Capacity (gals.) 17.5

 Filler Localion

CENTER DECKLID

Type LAMINATED PAPER

Location BETWEEN FUEL PUMP AND CARBURETQR
Type (elec. or mech.) MECHANICAL

Location LOWER ILEFT FRONT OF ENGINE

Pressure range

4 - 5 PSI @ 900 RPM

Vacuum booster (sid., optl., none) OPTIONAL
Make = ~
Model number -
Number used ONE

Downdraft, side

DOWNDRAFT, TO INLET, CONCENTRIC

Type inlet, other BOWL, AIR CLEANER FORMS AIR HORN
Single or dual i BARREL
Intake manifold heat control
{manual, auto., none) AUTOMATIC
Automatic choke type’
(integral, other) INTEGRAL " q
Air cleaner [Standard OIL BATH
type Optional i
3INE—EXHAUST SYSTEM
ingle with cross-over, dual, other)
DUAL
rey..flow, sir. thru, sep.resonator)
REVERSE
= Branch
lia. -
Main on
eler 1-75"

OVEMBER 30, 195k
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AAKE OF CAR

FORD

OCTOBER 19, 1954

MODEL YEAR 1955

MODEL___THUNDERRIRD

Loa

LOR

ENGINE—COOLING SYSTEM

Type (pressure system,
atmospheric, other)

PRESSURE_VENTED

Radiater cap relief valve press,

13 PSI VENTED

Circulation Type (choke, bypass) CHOKE - PELLET-QPERATED
“sthermostat Starts to open at 157-162°F STD. (177 = 182°F apr.)
Type (centrifugal, other) CENTRIFUGAL - ~
Water Number of pumps QONE
pump Drive (V-belt, other) SINGLE V-BELT
Bearing type DOUBLE ROW, SEALED BALL, PRE-LUBRICATED
By-pass recirculation type (internal, external) EXTERNAT,
Radiator core type
(cellular, tube and fin) CORRUGATED FIN AND TURE
Coocling sys- | With heater (qt.) 21
tem capacity | Without heater (qt.) 20
Water jackets full length of cylinder (yes, no) YRS
Water all around cylinder (yes, no) YRS
Number and type
— (molded, straight) ONE. MOULDED
Inside diameter
and length 2.00 X 13.3 (DEVELOPED)
Number and type
Radiator 9 (molded, straight) ONE MOULDED
hose 2 Inside diameter
and length 1.75 X 19.8 (DEVELOPED)
| Number and type
By- (molded, siraight) ONE RUBBER HOSE
pass Inside diameter
and length 578 - 640 X 4,25
Number used ONE
Fon Angl'o of V 380 X
Ditia Outside length Lh A0
belts xid’"‘ == ~00"
gle o SAME AS FAN
Gener- :
alor Outside length e
Width -
Number of blades
L and
Sl spacing 3 IMEQIAT, SPACTNG
e Diameter 18.0
Ratio—fan to
crankshaft revolutions <9.70.1
ﬂenring type W
POWER STEERING (OPI‘ . ) HY'gRAULIC PUMP DRIVE BELT
ANGLE OF V 38
OUTSIDE LENGTH 38.50
WIDTH .50
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OCTOBER 18, 1954

 MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
. MODEL__THUNDERBIRD 4 4OB
ELECTRICAL—SUPPLY SYSTEM
Make and Model mA:lQﬁiﬁ.‘.A
V';llng_. ﬁg. & Plotes/ ﬁb EJL tal 6__ 51~
SAE Designation & Amp Hr. Rig a0
i Location
REAR LEFT UNDER HOQOD
Terminal grounded POSITIVE
Make FORD
. Model FBA-10000-C s
Generalor Tvoe SHIINT
" Ratio—Gen. to Cr/s rev. 2 TO 1
Make FORD
Model FAD-10505-A & C
Type VOLTAGE & CURRENT CONTROL
Closing voltage
Cutout @ generator rpm 6.0 - 6.6 YOLTS @ 8Q°F
relay Reverse current
Regulator to open 4,0 - 8,0 AMPS
Regu- Voltage 7.4 -~ 7.8 vours @ 809
lated Current 38 - 4o AMPS
Min. Gen. rpm required 1900
Voltage | Temperature 75°F - 85°F
test con- Load 10A
diions [ Other 3000 GEN RPM
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM
Make FORD
Model FAC-11001-H
| Rotation (drive
end view) CLOCKWISE
[ Engine cranking speed 110 TO 130 RPM @ 70°F WITH SAE 30
Siaiting Test conditions
s 70°F AMBIENT SAE #30 OIL
ik Amps 700 MAXIMUM
— Volts 3.5
o5
Torque (b. f.) 14 .25 MINTMUIM
No Amps 70 MAXTMIIM
load Volts &)
test RPM (min.) 4000 - 6000
Switch (solenoid, manual) SOLENQTD
Starting
procedure
Motor
TURN IGNITION KEY TO RIGHT

tontrol

BEYOND "ON" POSITION
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MAKE OF CAR_ FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THIINDERRTRD Loa LOR
ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM (cont.)
Engagement type BENDTX FOLQ THRU
Pinion meshes (front, rear) REAR
m Number Pinion Q
of teeth Flywheel lhﬁ_

Flywheel tooth face width

ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM

Make FORD
Cad Model 8BA-12029
o Engine stopped 5
Engine idling 3
Make HOLLEY :
Model FEC-12127-A (STANDARD)  FEA-12127 (R.P.0. TACH. DR.)
Centr. advance
Ssadk start (rpm) NONE
advance Centr. advance
data [ar | max. deg. @ rpm NONE
Distributor distri- Vacuum advance
butor start (in. H2¢) 50 @ 300 @ 2.2 I H,0
shaft) v
ac. adv. (max.
deg. @ in. AdYHHO 16 1/2° @ 1500 @ 32.4 IN H,0
Breaker gap [in.) o1 - 016
Cam angle (deg.) 269 _ 28,509
Breaker arm tension (oz.) 17 - 20 ]
C/S deg. @ rpm £°_BrIC
Mark location CRA
Timing Cylinder numbering system L. BANK 5-6-7-8
(see page 2) R, BANK 1-2-3-4
Firing order (see page 2) 15486372
Make and model
CHAMPION 870
::':"‘ Thread (mm) 18 MM
Tightening torque (Ib. ft.) 20 - 30 LB, FT.
Gap : .032" . .036"
Conductor type STRANDED COPFER
Cable Insulation type NEOPRENE SHEATH
Spark plug protector NEQPRENE _CAP
ELECTRICAL—SUPPRESSION
Description
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MAKE OF CAR _ FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__THUNDFRREIRD Loa LOB
ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES
Speed- Make KING SEELEY
ometer Trip odometer (yes, no) NO
Charge Indicator—type LAMP
Temperature indlcator—type ELECTRTC
Oll pressure Indicator—type LAMP
Fuel indicator—type ELECTRIC
Identify positions
:d:“::; ;‘;‘L;‘" TO LEFT-ACCESSORIES ON
CENTER-ACCESSORIES & ENGINE OFF
Ignition TO RIGHT-1ST POSITION-ACCESSORIES & ENGINE ON
switch 2ND POSITION-STARTER & ENGINE ON
Provision for lllumination|| TTGHTEDN WITH INST. PANEL LIGHTS QN
Location T
Theft protection type NO
Identify positions
e PUSH PULL SWITCH. PUSH CLEAR IN TO "OFF" FIRST "ON" POSITION |
Main light- OPERATES PARK AND REAR LIGHTS. SECOND "ON" POSITION OPERATES
W ok HEAD AND REAR LIGHTS, WHILE IN EITHER "ON" POSITION TURN KNOB
TO CONTROL INST. PANEL LIGHTS.
e e id MAP LAMP SWITCH INTEGRAL WITH MAP LAMP ON INSTR. PANEL.
Oher fight COURTESY LAMP SWITCHES IN DOOR PILLARS OPERATE MAP LAMP.
by STOP LIGHT SWITCH IN ERAKE LINE ON TOP OF FRAME IN ENGINE
COMPARTMENT 1LEFT SIDE. ROAD LAMP SWITCH ON ERACKET UNDER
INSTR. PANEL CONTROLS ROAD AND REAR LAMPS.
Locations and de- FOUR WAY SEAT REGULATOR SWITCH IN LEFT DOOR TRIM MOULDING.
vices controlied ELECTRIC WINDOW REGULATOR SWITCHES IN BOTH DOOR TRIM PANELS
Other AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION NEUTRAL SWITCH ON TRANSMISSION SHIFTER
switches TOWER OPENS STARTER CONTROL CIRCUIT. TURN SIGNAL SWITCH IN
: .STEERING COLUMN HUB, HEATER BLOWER SWITCH ON INSTR. PANEL
BACK-1TP LAMP SWITCH ON TRANSMTSSTON IINDER FLOOR.
Make TRTCN
Windshield  |-22* vACHLM
wiper Vacuum booster
provision OPTTONAL VACINIM BOOSTER & FUEL PUMP
Washer provision OPTIONAL
Type AIR-ELECTRIC
Horn Number used MATCHED PAIR
Amp draw (each) 17.0
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 19535
MODEL_THIINDERBIRD Loa LOR
ELECTRICAL—LAMP BULBS
T T L T T
Headlamp o_ l]_nao
Headlamp beam indicator 1-51
Parking light 2-1154
Tail light a_11 51‘_
Stop light 2_11 SL
Front 221154
Diraction indicator Rear 2.11 r,‘h_
Tell-Tale 2-51 (IN INSTRUMENT CLUSTER)
License plate light 2.63
Instrument light L-55 (2) FOR SPEEDOMETER & (2) FOR OTL & GENERATOR WARNING LTS.
Ignition lock light 1=55_
Map light 1=81
Bromedighic
Clock light 1-55 & TACHOMETER 1-55
Radio dial light 1-Lh
Glove compartment light 1-55
Courtesy light 1-81
Iomioccownorimentcigic

Other R,H. ATR LIGHT

BLOWER SW. LIGHT AND HEATER CONTROL PANEL 1-55

WMTC%{HA 15y

L.H. ATR-LIGHT

CIGAR LIG}I'I'ER & W/E WIPER LIGHT 1-55
UMINATTON 1-51

ELEC'I‘I!ICAL——FUSE & CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA

Usa trade number of fuse, e.g., SFE-10.

clreuit b

swifixed by letters “C.B", a.g., 30 C.B. Whers fure or clrcull breaker prolects mulllple clrcuits indicate Art

ker b
lui!.h.ﬂﬂﬂﬂpﬂlhml*lﬂ.ﬂuull‘mhﬂd:r the M.Nuw:hwll breaker, e.g., Parking light: SFE-10 (a), Direction Indicater: same as ().

Headlamp 20 CB (B)
Headlamp beam indicator 20 ¢B (B)
Parking light 20 CB (A)
Tail light 20 cB (A)
Stop light 20 CB (A)
Direction indicator JFE 9
License plate light 20 CB (A)
Instrument light 20 CB (A)
Ignition light 20 ¢B (A)
Map light sFE 9 (C)
Dome light

Clock 20 CB (A)
Clock light 20 CB (A)
Radio 1-SFE 14
Glove compartment light SFE 9 (C)
Courtesy light SFE 9 (C)
Trunk compartment light 20 CB (A)
Other

HEATER SEE 20 AMP
QVERDRTVE. AGC 30
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MAKE OF CAR MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL_THUNDERBIRD I Loa LOB
DRIVE UNITS—CLUTCH (PEDAL OPERATED)
Make LONG
Type (dry or wet plate) DRY
In combination with fluld coupling (yes, no) NO
Semi-centrifugal (yes, no) YES
Type pressure plate springs COTT.
Total plate pressure (lb.) 1395
No. of clutch driven discs ONE
Material WOVEN ASBESTOS
Inside diameter 7.0"
Qutside diometer 11.06"
Total eff. area (sq. in.) 113,10"
Thickness 0,125"
Number required THO
Engagement cushion-
ﬂ;ﬂ“: ing method TORBEND DISC WITH SPRING VIBRATTON DAMPENER
Type BALI THRUST
Rcl-:'lu Method of
bearing lubrication PREPACKED
Method
= (springs,
Torsional
damping | Oher) SPRINGS
Fic_ mar STEEL
DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS
Conventional (std. or opt.) STANDARD
Conventional with overdrive (std. or opt.) OPTIONAL
Automatic (std. or opt.) OPTIONAL
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION
Number of forward speeds THREE
In first 2.32
In second 1.48
Transmission
In third 1.00
ralios In fourth LT
In reverse 2.82
Constant mesh gears in 2nd (yes, no) YES
Spur gear used in
(indicate speeds) NONE
Helical gears used in
(indicate speeds) ALL

Synchronous meshing in 2nd and
3rd gears (yes, no)
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL__ THIINDERBTRD Loa LOR
DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION (cont.)

Capacity (pt.) 3

Type recommended MILTI PURPOSE
Lubricant SAE vis- Summer 80

cosity Winter 80

number Extreme cold 75

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE

For transmission dota see conventional transmission section

Type (planetary or
other)

PLANETARY
If planetary, No. of pinions 3
Manual lockout (yes, no) YES
Downshift accelerator control {yes, no) YES
Minimum cut-in speed 28 MPH
Gear ratio
Overdrive Capacity 0.7
(O.D. only) 1.5 PINTS
Lobri- Separate filter (yes, no) NO
chid Type recommended MULTT _PURPASE
SAE vis. | Summer 80
cosity Winter 80
number Ext. cold 75
DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
Trade FORDOMATIC

Type (Auid coupling with,
gears, torque convertor
with gears, other)

TORQUE CONVERTER WITH PLANETARY GEARS

Manual selector positions, left
to right (show symbols and
define, e.g., N- Neulral)

P R N DR Lo
PARK REVERSE NEUTRAL DRIVE LOW

List gear ratios in each drive
pqsiiion (range)

DRIVE 1.47-1.00 PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER*
LOW 2.40 PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER
REVERSE 2.00 PLUS TORQUE CONVERTER

Shifting within drive position range by accelerator
control and speed limiting governor (yes, no)

*2,40-1.00 AT FULL THROTTLE THROUGH DETENT PLUS TORQUE
CONVERTER '

YES

By governor—forced shift (yes, no)

YES

Downshift of gears in high range
possible up to (mph)

65
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.MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL____THINDERBTRD
DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION (cont.)
Number of elements 2
Max. ratio at stall
at engine rpm 2.1 T0 1 @ 1550-1750
Provided (yes, no) NQ
Torque Mechan- Speed range —
convertor ical Releases at (speed
lockup range, mph) — - -
Type of cocling (forced air, oil
cooler and type, other) FORCED AIR
Anti-creep device (yes, no) NO
Capacity—refill [pt.) 20.5
Type recommended AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSTON FLUID
Lubricant Summer TYPE A
Grade Winte TYPE A
Extreme cold TYPE A
DRIVE UNITS—PRQPELLER SHAFT
Number used ONE
Type lexposed, torque tube) EXPOSED
Conventional trans.
Outer 2.00 X 26.98 X .083
l::::;:';‘ Overdrive trans.
wall 2.00 X 26.98 X .083
thickness Automatic trans.
2.00 X 26,98 X ,083
i Type (plain,
ter- ti-fricti
mediate s on! NONE
‘ Baaring Lubri. (fitting,
Subrey prepack) —e
Make
MECHANTCS
Number used TWQ
Type (ball and trunnion,
Universal cross, other) CROSS-SLIP JOINT IN FRONT
joints SPLIT _JOTNT IN REAR
Type (plain,
anti-friction)
. NEEDLE ROLLER
- Bearing Lubric. (Atting,
i prupucl:] FITTING

Drive taken through (torque tube

or arms, spring)

REAR SPRINGS

Torque taken through (torque tube
or arms, springs)

REAR _SERINGS.

*Centerline to centerline of joints or centerline of rear attachment point.




AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Page 13

MAKE OF CAR FORD

OCTOBER 18, 1954 REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1054

MODEL YEAR___ 1950

MoDpEeL__ THUNDERBIRD

LoA

Los

DRIVE UNITS—REAR AXLE

Type (semi-floating, other) B SEMI-FLOATING
Gear type (hypoid, other) HYPOID
Conventional trans.
. 3.73
Gear rafio Overdrive trans.
and No. 3.92
of teeth .
Automatic trans.
3.31
Pinion adjustment (shim, other) SHIMS _
Pinion bearing adj. (shim, other) |l SHIMS
Capacity (pt.) 3
Type recommended HYPOID OR MULTI PURPOSE EXTREME PRESSURE
.ubricant SAE vis- Summer SAE 90
cosity Winter SAE 90
number Extreme cold SAE B0
DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS
ype (disc, other) DISC
im (size and flange type) 15 X 5K
Type (bolt or stud) STUD
ttachment Circle diameter }"%—
Number and size 5 R.H. STUDS

DRIVE UNITS—TIRES

ze and Standard @-TO x 15 'I" PLY wsw TIJBEIESS
y. rating Optional NONE
w/mile at 30 mph 753
lation | Front L 2L
ess. (cold) Rear gl}

BRAKES—SERVICE
pe

HYDRAULIC, INTERNAL EXPANDING, DUO-SERVO, SINGLE ANCHOR

oster type NONE
ective area (sqg. in.) 175. L6
‘cent brake effectiveness—rear 1%
m Diameter :r::\: ii

Type and material

REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 1954

COMPOSITE; PRESSED STEEL DISC AND ;
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OCTOBER 18, 1954

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR 19558
MODEL___ THUNDERBIRD Lop LOR
BRAKES—SERVICE (cont.)
Bonded or riveted  RTVETED

Material MOUTDEN ASBESTQS
e
Pri- (longth x | Whee! 10,62 X 1,75 X .187
mary width x Rear
thickness) | wheel 11.95 X 1.75 X .187
:::nkg. Segments per shoe ONE

Material

MOUTDED ASBESTQS

Size

Front
Second- {length wheel

11.93 X 2.25 X .232

ary width x Rear
thickness) | wheal

11.93 X 1.75 X 187

Segments per shoe QNE
Wheel cyl- | Front 1.125
inder bore Rear 0.875
Master cylinder bore ) Ob'
Available pedal travel 6.5
Line pressure ot 100 Ib. pedal load A‘pmm XY 700
Shoe clearance adjusiment 010

BRAKES—PARKING

Type of control

T-HANDLE PULL-TWIST RELEASE

Location of control

UNDER TNSTRUMENT PANEL-LEFT STDE

Operates on "REAR BRAKES
> p—— | Type linternal or external) ———
rate from | Drum diameter ——
service Lining size (length x
brakes width x thickness) s
FRAME ;

Type and description

X MEMBER, BOX SECTION SIDE RATLS
AND 4 CROSS MEMBEERS

FRONT SUSPENSION

Type and description

INDEPENDENT BALL JOINT COIL SPRING
SYSTEM INCORPORATING TWO UNEQUAL
LENGTH TRANSVERSE CONTROL ARMS
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l.i. §‘-§d

MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR__ 1955
moper THUNDERBIRD LoA 40B
FRONT SUSPENSION (cont.)
Type COIL _
Material SAE 9260 OR 5160
Size (length x width x
Spring No. leaves or coil 1.D.) 14.99 X 4.03
Spring rate (Ib, per in.) 290% 10
Rate at wheel (Ib, per in.) 87
Normal load (Ib. @ rated length)
1540 # 30
Manufacturer HOUDE
:::::hou Type (direct or lever) DIRECT
Piston diameter 1.00
Type (link, linkless,
Stabilizer | frameless) LINK-FRAME MOUNTED
Material 1065
STEERING
Type used (Standard | Mechanical STANDARD
or optional) Power OPTIONAL
Wheel diameter 1T
Outside |Wall to wall (r. & L) BB.II
Turning front Curb to curb [r. & L) 36 .0
“diameter Inside Wall to wall {r. & 1.) N.A.
rear Curb to curb (r. & L) 21.50
Inside wheel angle with outside wheel at 20° 250
Type
WORM AND TWO TOOTH ROLLER
" Make FORD
Mechanical Gear - Bose 0.1 TO 1
Overall 20.1 TO 1
No. wheel turns 3 .ll- .
Type LINKAGE BOOSTER
Make BENDIX
Trade name MASTER GUIDE
Type
Power Gear SAME AS STANDARD
ki Gear SAME AS STANDARD
Overall SAME AS STANDARD
Pump driven by BELT TO CRANKSHAFT PULLEY
Overall torque ratio 25% STANDARD STEERING EFFOQORT
Number wheel turns 3 .5
Type
PARALLELOGRAM
Location (front or rear
Linkage of wheals) REAR OF WHEEILS

Tie rods (one or two)

Drag link (trans. or long)

TRANSVERSE TWO

REVISED NOVEMBER 30,

1954
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FQORD MODEL YEAR

1955

MODEL___THIUNDERBIRD
STEERING (cont.)

Loa LOR

Inclination at camber (deg.)

7°7! Q" (CURB WEIGHT:)

Diameter

NO_KTINGPIN
Kingpin Sadit Upper NO _KINGPIN
earings
oy t:mr _NO KINGPIN
rust BALL BEARING IN LOWER BALL JOINT
Caster (deg.) 0° 30' TO+1° 30'
Wheel CASTER 1o
alignment Camber (deg.) 0° 8' 7o +1° 8!
frouge e CAMBER NOT TO VARY MORE THAN §° FROM ONE SIDE TOQ OTHER
preferred) Toe-in (outside tread-
inches) 1/16 T0 1/8
Steering knuckle type BALL JOINTS
Inner
Diameter | bearing 1.2493 - 1.2498
Wheel Quter o ]
spindle bearing 493 - . 7hoB
Thread size th.v: 16 -
Bearing type E" ROLLER

REAR SUSPENSION

Type LONGTTUDINAL 1EAF
Drive and torg. taken through (see page 14) REAR SPRINGS
| Type SEMT -FIIIPTIC
Malterial

Size (length x width x
No. leaves or coil L.D.)

SAE 5147 OR 5160

LB OoX20XS5

Spring rate (lb. per in.)

120

Rate at wheel (Ib. per in.)

125

Normal load (lb. at rated

Spring rla_nglh}
| Mounting insulation type
No. of leaves
Covers [yes, no)
:in ¢ Lubricated (yes, no) NO
e | TRY and size LEAF TTP INSERTS (ONE PIECE)
bty MOLDED TNPREGNATED FABRIC
Shackle (comp. or tens.) TENSION
i Manufacturer HOLIDE
oc ;
i T?rpe ld{racl or lever) DNIRECT
Piston diameter 1.0
Stabilizer Type (link, linkless, frameless) NONE

Material

Ty

Track bar type

_NONE_
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MODEL YEAR 1955

BbDY—GENERAL DEFINITIONS

NOTE: Included in the dimension definitions listed on this and the following pages are thoie which have been proposed for adoption by the SAE.
These are indicated by a number following the type of dimension, e.g.,L 3. Additional dimensions have been added by the AMA Specifications Body
Sub-Committee for inclusion in the Questionnaire. These are shown by an additional letter, e.g., HA, The dimensions are developed from the following

basic points:

1, Front and rear seat "'A" points are taken 5” forward of vertical tangent to seat back V.’}f from center of body.

2. Front seat is in the rear position,

14

3. Loaded pasition—3 passengers, front 300 Ib., rear 450 Ib., includes spare wheel, tire and tools, and full complement of gas, cil, water, stc.

and tires fo recommended pressure, eic.

4. C. L (centerline).

5. D. L O. (daylight opening, exposed glass dimension).

4. Ramp breakover angle (page 20-A) is the suppleament of the included ramp angle (180° minus the included ramp angle) over which a car

can pass without hanging up.

MODEL
THINDERBTRD

LOA

LOR

BODY—TRUNK OPENING DIMENSIONS

TA—Width across the top

Le.3
TB—Width across the botiom L.
TC—Diagonal dimension at CL T
from top of opening to bottom o7 g
TD—Vertical height of opening (foor s
to top, inside edge of opening) 16 1

TE-Max. horizontal depth (forward
from vertical projection of inside
edge of opening)

Position of spare tire stowage

RIGHT HAND STDE ON ANGLE

Method of holding lid open

SPRING CENTER BALANCE
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MODIL__THINDERRBIRD Loa LOR

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—INTERIOR

. HEADLINING
bl (AT 10" UNE) V'- oF DOOR

TOP OF CARPET____\
(AT 18" LINE)
H1. Front headroom—from “A"
pt. to headlining ot B° back of
vertical on 15" line. (For “A"
pt. see note 1, page 19)
33.6 33.2

H2. Rear headroom—from “A"
pt. to headlining ot 8° back of

vartical-on 15" line. _NONE

H3. Front seat helght to flcor
carpet on 15" line (front edge
of cushlon).

HB8. Rear seat helght to ficor
carpet on 15” line (front edge
of cushion).

NONE

H11. Entrance—front—cushion
“A" point to bottom windcord

vertical, 27.3

H12. Entrance—rear—top of
cushion to bottom windcord
vertical at C/L of recr door.

H13. Steering wheel clearance
1o seat cushlon taken on arc.

.. HA. Front seat vertical rise at
“A" pt, inches.)
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MAKE OF CAR FORD MODEL YEAR__ 1955

Page 20-A

38, *19sk

MODEL_THUNDERBIRD L0A 4OB

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—EXTERIOR

H=10I
HB UNLOADED

© - INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE
HC=-RAMP BREAKOVER ANGLE
(SUPPLEMENT OF INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE)

H101. Overall height, LOADED TUP UF 52k 52.2

HB. Overall height—iffloaded. TOP [DOWN 50.2

H102. Fronl bumper bottom to ¥
ground at normal section. 11.9

H104. Rear bumper bottom to
ground at normal section, 11.9

H106. " Angle of approach—from
the tire rolling radius to lowest
point on front bumper or guard. 230115 '

H107. Angle of departure—from
the tire rolling radius to low-
o3l point on rear bumper or guard. thEl '

HC. Romp breakover angle.* 10957'35"

H117. Windshield DLO-slant height. 17.1

H121. Backlight DLO*—Max.,
slant height. 13.0 12.4

H122. Windshield slope angle to
vartical line on car axis. 1|.9°

H124. Boacklight slope angle to o
vertical line on car axis. L2 420

H128. Ground to bottom of
front bumper guard. ) 11.9

H129. Ground to bottom of rear
bumper guard.

11.9
bl 5

HE. Min. road clearance al rear

axle housing. 7.3

. *See Notes, page 19.
REVISED NOVEMBER 30, 195k
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_MODEL YEAR 1955

MODEL __ THUNDERBIRD

LoA

4LOR

BODY—LENGTH DIMENSIONS

Lios

C

Inte-

L1004 Li0l Lio8
L3. Rear compartment back of front
seat back to rear seat back. NONE

L4. Leg room—front—diagonal—

ball of foof to top of seat to front seat
ba ﬁ"llno.

L5, 4 B" TO HEEL PQINT

Ls. hg.room—raar—-dicgonnl—
from ball of foot to top of rear seat
cushion and lo seat back.

_NONE

L7. Steering wheel clearance to
seat back taken on arc.

14 .8 WHEEL IN NEUTRAL POSITION

L9. Front seat depth [fr dge 1o
vert. tan. to seat back on, llh.}'

18.3

i
=

L16. Depth of rear sect
(front edge to seat back).

NONE
L17. Total adjustment of
- front seat at floor. L. Q
L101. Wheel base. 102"
'L103. Overall length (bumper to

bumper inc. guards). 175.3
E_‘"' L104. Overhang—front including
o bumper guards. o7 6

L105. Overhang—rear including
bumper guards.

L5 7
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MAKE OF CAR FORD __MODEL YEAR 1955
MODEL____THUNDERBIRD LoA LOR
BODY—WIDTH DIMENSIONS
— wiou
f /,... 1]
/ |
S
g o e p
W3. Front shoulder room, at garnish
moulding height or nearest interference
5" forward of seat back. £ 2
W4. Reor shoulder room, at garnish T
moulding height or nearest interference
ke 5" forward of seat back. NONE
rior W5. Front hip room, at top of seat 5°
forward of vert. tan. to seat back. 58 8
Wé. Rear hip room, at top of seat 5°
forward of vert. tan. to seat back. NONE
W7. Steering wheel center
to center of body. 14 .5
W101. Front tread at
oravnd. 56.0
W102. Rear tread at
ground. 56.0
W103. Max. overall width of car
Exte- including bumpers or mouldings. 70.3
rior WA, Max. overall width
of car with doors open. 148.9
W111. Windshield DLO,
max. width. ‘36 &
W114. Back window DLO, !
max. width. 42.0 LYy .6
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MODEL____ THUNDERBIRD LoA 4LOB
BODY—MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Doors hinged Front FRONT
front, rear) Rear sy
fype of fnish (lacquer, enamel) ENAMEL
1ood opening (front, side; semi-full, full, half) REAR - REVERSE ALLIGATOR =
1ood counterbalanced (yes, no) NO
1cod release control (internal, external) ImAL
fent window control method

crank, friction, pivot).

Vindshield (one piece, two piece; curved, fiat)

eaar window type (one piece, two plece, three
iece; curved, fiatl)

ONE_PIECE CURVED

Yindshield glass area
lacklight glass area

ONE_PTECE CIRVED

1027.20 SQ. TNCHES

— 502,74 SQ. TNCHES 533.6 SQ. TINCHES
Sell sy Geva 2027 .0A 80, INCHES 2037.93 SQ. INCHES
BODY—TYPES AND STYLE NAMES
>dy type, number of passengers, and style
ames (use letter code shown below followed 1.5 1..5
y passenger capacily and style name = i
g. N-6 Ranchwagon)
Body type code

A—Coupe—2 door fiatback
8—Coupe—2 door notchback
C—Sedan—2 door flatback
..; . D—Sedan—2 door notchback
—_ E—Sedan—4 door flatback (4 windows)
F—Sedan—4 door flatback (6 windows)
G—>Sedan—4 door notchback (4 windows)

H—Sedan—4 door notchback (6 windows)
J—Hardtop—2 door

K—Hardiop—4 door

L—Convertible—2 door
M—Convertible—4 door

N—Station wagon—2 door
P—Station wagon—4 door

Q—Combined passenger
R—Combined passenger
S—Sedan delivery
T—Limousine

and utility—2 door
and utility—4 door
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