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letters

hot jag
Dear Sir:

I have just finished reading your
new issue of SCI and I like it im-
mensely. The technical portion re-
minds me of the “Auto Car,” which I
have always regarded as tops.

At present I have a Mark VII Jaguar
'52. She is a beautiful piece of ma-
chinery but not made for slow traffic,
which one will invariably meet in
large cities. The motor will heat rapid-
ly in hot weather and begin to boil if
you don’t get on open highway soon.

The ignition timing and carburetion
have been adjusted to the manual.

What steps can be taken to cure this
faule?

Sincerely,
Dr. C. M. Walters
Camden, Arkansas

This is a common failing of the earlier
Jaguar models — the roadsters as well
as the Mk VII sedans. There isn’t
much that can be done about it except
to put shielding around the radiator
so that ALL the incoming air is ducted
through the core. Providing premium
fuel is used as standard operating pro-
cedure, ignition settings a bit higher
than those recommended can be used.
The exact amount is dependent on the
condition of the car and the amount
of carbon deposited in the combustion
chambers. The final setting is best
made on a chassis dynamometer for
peak results. — Ed.

blower trouble
Sir:

Can you offer assistance in the fol-
lowing? 1 have about exhausted all
sources available to me for advice, e.g.:
the Judson Supercharger people, the
SU bunch in England, etc.

I have installed a Judson blower on
my MG-TD (1951). It is equipped
with one SU 134 inch carburetor con-
taining originally a .100 inch jet with
needle “RA.” The set-up is too rich
for this altitude, where we operate
between 5000 and 10,000 feet regu-
larly. The Judson people advise an
"RB" needle (which is leaner in the
lower ranges but far richer in the
upper ranges) ; the SU people advise
using .090 inch jet, which starves the
damned thing out.

The problem is that no one has run
an MG out here without dual carbs
and I can’t determine what would be
the proper jet-needle set up on an MG
with a single 134 inch SU on it

Thanks in advance for any assistance

you can offer by way of direct answer
or referring my problem along the
line.

Sincerely,

William A. Glassford

Denver, Colorado

For one thing, a blower installation
must be given its final adjustment and
setting by painstaking use of an ex-
haust analyzer and a chassis dynamo-
meter. It takes work but it’s the only
way to do the job right.

Under normal circumstances the
Judson recommendations would be
advisable, but in your high-altitude
area the situation changes somewhat.
A mixture near normal in the lower
ranges and richer in the upper ranges
is generally the best since the higher
the pressure developed the richer the
mixture must be to keep from burning
valves and holing pistons. The 134
inch SU would do the job at normal
altitude but in a higher altitude the
problem is one of air density rather
than lbs. per square inch pressure,
particularly in view of the blower. A
114 inch carburetor would be a better
choice, using Judson's figures. Further,
installation of the AEG 122 camshaft
is indicated, using “red” Mk II valve
springs if these are not already on
the car.

An alternative is to switch to the
Solex unit now used on the Porsche
Super. This unit carries an accelerator
pump and is a simpler unit to keep in
adjustment and to set. Since it is a
downdraft carburetor the Solex will
require some adaptation through an
elbow which can easily be fabricated
from tubing by any of the many spe-
cialty shops in your area. If you can
get him interested in MG's and blow-
ers, Bill Kenz, of streamliner fame, is
about the best man in the area for
turning out real goin’ machinery. A
further item, if you care to go that far,
(and in your case it’s advisable) is ex-
haust tuning. — Ed.

The Editor, SCI
As to your article on tuning the
Porsche (August, 1955) you stated
that lowering the Porsche keeps the
rear end stable. I have a VW and
would like to know how this can be
done. Could you please send me some
information along this line.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Gilbert Stort

Slacking off the rear torsion bars to
produce a slight negative camber helps
to stabilize both the VW and the
Porsche. — Ed.

rapid bird
Sir:
Happened to pick up the January



’56 issue of your magazine and it made
sufficiently good reading to warrant
the year's subscription.

Noticed with interest the article on
Bill Frick's Thunderlac. Here in south-
ern California we are making “T"
Birds run that fast with modified en-
gines and at a considerable lesser cost
than the “$2000” noted in your article.
My own T-Bird, with full street equip-
ment, except for open pipes and slicks,
turned 108.69 at Santa Ana Drag Strip,
February 5, '56 (second run, Car No.
81). Elapsed time was 13.03. I might
add that the car is as smooth as stock
for street use and will idle at 10 mph
in high gear.

The “go” is provided by an Edel-
brock modified engine and McCull-
ough supercharger blowing through an
Edelbrock “triple” manifold. Total en-
gine cost was approximately $1300 and
required only one week’s time for
modification and installation.

Enclosed is picture of car and the
eight trophies picked up at the local
Drag strips in the last seven months.

Also am enclosing a check, $3.50, for
my subscription.

J- L. Peters
Hollywood, California

oh?
Dear Sir:

What is it with you guys always
flipping over some of those foreign
cars that couldn’t go fast enough to
catch a cold in the head. I got your
mag by mistake when 1 told my
brother to get me MECHANIX IL-
LUSTRATED and he bops in with
SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED. So
I figured I should read it before I throw
it out so I read where you clowns
think some little English shorts are the
Screaming End and you don’t think
Detroit has done anything good since
Columbus got lost. I will take a Cad
or a Chrysler and out-drag any of those
over-fed scooters of yours. Why don't
you change your title to DETROIT
CARS ILLUSTRATED and . print
stuff about the greatest, and I mean
DETROIT!

Clinton C. Williams, Jr.
Detroit, Michigan

You've got the address, Junior. Drag

that lump around and OUT. We're
here five days a week. — Ed.

dohc crosley
Dear Sir:

Say, I would like a little help. I have
a Crosley built for competition and it's
just the thing for the poor man’s race
car — but, I just can’t find the right
set-up for a winner in Class H.

What I would like you to do for me
is find dual overhead cam set-up. Or
is there such a thing?

Thanks,
Dan Kuist
Los Angeles, California

Coming up very soon is a complete
breakdown of Candy Poole’s PBX
Crosley Special — It's a winner! Then
there’s Harry Eyerly’s Crosley out in
Oregon and Dr. P. J. Young's DOHC
Crosley in Los Angeles. You- might
check with Doc and see if he has an
extra set-up. His address should be
available from the California Sports
Car Club, 4949 Hollywood Blud., Los
Angeles. — Ed.

hop-ups
Dear Sir:

I was wondering if you had any
plans, books, etc., on hot rods. How to
hop a car up, etc. If so please let me
know. Thank you.

Bill Shea
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Canada

Just keep reading the magazine, Bill
hop-ups coming up. — Ed.

barge or bolide?

The Editor: SCI
I have read ridiculous letters to SCI
before, but the one from the driver
who runs VW's off the road and the
one from the gent who thinks Detroit
is going to fold, take the cake. (March
'56) 1 think it is only fair to sit on the
fence and hit back at the narrow
minded, prejudiced, and ego-hungry
jokers on both sides. I think it is pretty
well agreed that sports cars aren’t very
practical but loads of fun to drive,
while the full sized Detroit jobs are
vice-versa. It simply depends on what
one wants. Both agility and practicality
are equal in my book, so what’s all the
friction for? I drive both types and
find that each one is near perfect for
what it was designed for. Let’s cut out
these senseless letters and remarks that
just create friction between U.S. and
foreign car owners. They are both
good automobiles.
Very truly yours,
Douglas Gardner
Las Vegas, 'Nevada
Amen. — Ed.
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