Born of a Great Tradition e

THE CLASSIC CAR OF THE FUTURE

THE SUNBEAM %%—AP*H—E‘RT

Out of the traditions of the past spring the great fashions of the
future. And out of the Rootes tradition of fine motor cars springs
the classic of tomorrow, today. Call your nearest-Hillman/Sunbeam
dealer for a (lum‘slcp demonstration.

90 M.P.H ....30 MPG ....52499 P.O. E
COMPLETE WITH OVERDRIVE AND HEATER

ROOTES MOTORS INC.

505 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. + 9830 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif.

COLUMBIA |

your one dependable source

for IaH mrlmgn
BRITISH g
Borg& Beck cLutches

Columbia carries a com-
plete stock of clutches for
all British models. Clutches
for other European cars also
in stock. Write for details.

CAPILLARY TIRE TESTER, WITH LEATHER POUCH

Precision Instruments

FROM MOTOMETER OF GERMANY

TIRE TESTERS

® Correct tire pressure is vital for fop
acceleration, peak performance, and prop-
er cormering technique. MoTest gauges are
accurate and rugged instruments. There
is a MoTest Tester for every application.
Capillary-Type with pouch, 9-43 1bs. 52.95
Clock-T ype with pouch, 10-50 lbs. 1.95
Clock-Type with kose, 10-50 Ibs. 3.50
Clock-Type with pouch, 10-50 Ibs. 1.95
Clock-T ype with hose, 10-80 Ibs. 3.50

RECORDING
Compression

Tester

® A valuable tool for motor
enthusiasts, Shows compres-
sion loss due to worn rings,
valves, ete. Indicates and |
automatically records cy-
linder compression on a
permanent chart. Kit in-
cludes supply of charts,

RAKES

All ankheed brake parts,
kits, new and relined shoe

o exchanges for British and
Continental cars are avail-
able from Columbia.

srimish Thompson
TIE ROD ENDS

90% of all tie rod ends and
steering parts on British cars
are made by British Thomp-
son. Columbia carries a tre-
mendous stock of all types.

CATALOGUE OF FOREIGN CAR PARTS
Dealers: write on your letterhead for
Columbia's large catalogue of all foreign
car parts, tires, tools, and accessories.

COLUMBIA MOTOR CO.

spare parts, and a com-
plete set of adapters to
fit any endine. Price,
including fitted, hard-
wood instrument case,
Only $29.00.

Write For Booklet « Dealer Inguiries Invited

FISHER PRODUCTS, 21-25 44th Dr., L.1.C., N.Y.

245 W, 56 51, New York 19, N. Y, Clrcle 6-4844

|etters

test or conjecture?

Dear Sir:

I was very much interested in vour
road test of the Karmann-Ghia Volks-
vagen Coupe in the April issue, espe-
cially since a test of the same model
appeared in a competitive magazine for
April. Now I am puzzled! In their test
the figures are anywhere from 109]-
259, better than those quoted in vour
report. For example:

SCI Comp.
Engine torque at
2,000 rpm 45 56
Acceleration to
60 mph 35.5 28.8
Standing 14 mile  23.8 23.6
Best run 69 mph 76 mph

Readers of magazine road tests arc
used to slight discrepancies in test re-
sults, but when it comes to a matter ol
top speed, acceleration to 60 mph, and
engine torque, these figures are too far
apart. One of you must be wrong, or
should the reader take his pick and let
it go at that?

Very truly yours,
Charles Silversmith
Boston, Massachusetts

We have yet to see a stock VW of any
description that will crank up to 60
from a standing start in much unde)
35 seconds. The Karmann-Ghia is no
exception, particularly since the car
weighs considerably more than a stan
dard model. Torque figures are those
supplied by the factory. The torque
figure of 56 lbs-ft. is slightly ridiculous.
all factors considered. Since SCI has no
axes to grind, we cannot afford opti-
mistic conjecture if only for the fact
that the manufacturer would be the
first to complain. We can vouch for our
own tests only. — Ed.

ride appreciated
Dear Sir:

With humble heart I can only say
“Thank You" for the “ride” in your
Mercedes-Benz 300SL. (April '56 issue) .

Each of us has our dreams and wishes.
Some want a million (tax free) dollars,
others want big homes, some want
yachts, — I'd be very, very happy with
a 300 SL.

At 25, I am not a sports car fan —
don’t even have a subscription to any
sports car magazine. I do however have
a boss that owns a TR-2 and have con-
sequently garnered much information
about this wonderful sport. As a mar-
ried radio-announcer/engineer, with a
two year old son, another child on the
‘assembly line” and a newly bought



home, there is very little chance that 1
shall ever own a 300 SlL.. There is less
chance that I shall ever touch one or
(deep sigh) drive one.

Which brings me to the point of this
letter; Never have I enjoyed an article
more than Mr. Borgeson's concerning
the 300 SL.. Not only was it completely
educational in scope, but a pleasure to
feel yourself get in. snap the gull-wings
down and take off down the pike like
the “proverbial bat.” After the descrip
tion of the ride in the Standard 300 SI..
my stomach had the feeling we've all
experienced after our first kiss. (I'm
flyin’ man, — flyin'l!) I'd like to go him
one better in saying that this car is the
epitome of the automotive world; in my
estimation the world’s finest car for
sport and pleasure.

There is one factor though that scares
me somewhat. If by some stroke of luck
or chance I suddenly become the proud
possessor of one of these fine machines,
will I fit??? I stand six feet, six inches!!!
Can I squeeze my long frame into this
bomb???

(We-e-e-l-I-l, sure. — Ed.)

Again, thanks a million for the lift.
Now that I'm back on the ground 1
wonder if SCI ever plans on any driving
tests of the Mercedes-Benz 190? Though
I know less of this car than its bigger
more powerful brother, I'm sure the

Mercedes-Benz  people  have  scored
again.
A satisfied reader,
Jack W. Schacfer
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin
help wanted
Dear Sir:

I have been reading your magazine
for the past seven months while I havg
been in the hospital with a broken
back. I like sports cars and pictures of
sports cars and am endeavoring to build
up a collection of pictures as a means
of entertainment while bedridden. Any
photos that you or your readers could
send along would be greatly apprecia-
ted. My home address is 3434 Sheridan
Avenue, Butte, Montana.

Sincerely vours,
Jack G. King

brakes
Dear Sir:

From your specification of the 300
SLR, it states that the rear axle is of
the swing axle type. This would not
be probable using the brake drum ar-
rangement shown on p. 35 of Sports
Cars Illustrated.

Very truly yours,
A. 0. wall, Jr.

In the swing axle set up brakes can
be inboard or outboard, even with the
low pivot-point used on the SLR. — Ed.

For Big Car Performance
Supercharge Your Volkswagen

witr e JUDSON SUPERCHARGER

B\ e

- )

EFFICIENT — DEPENDABLE—SILENT— GUARANTEED

EXPERIENCE A NEW THRILL IN DRIVING. Imagine cutting your acceleration time
nearly in half . . . having 509 more horsepower at your command . . . taking hills in high
. .. cruising along at a higher speed with less engine effort . . . shifting gears half as much
in city traffic . . . the engine responding immediately to the touch of your foot on the
accelerator, You can pass when you want to and have extra power when you need it. A
Judson Supercharger on your Volkswagen will give you this improved performance and
surging power smoothly, silently, dependably and without sacrificing engine life in any
way. ONLY JUDSON gives you a supercharger designed specifically for the Volkswagen
. . . furnishes a complete installation including an air cleaner . . . has been proven by
thousands of installations and is silent in operation.
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I MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR LITERATURE I
] Please send me complete information on the Judson Model VW supercharger installation. :
i NAME ..sc7 }
B TO——— |
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| JUDSON RESEARCH AND MFG. CO., CONSHOHOCKEN 3, PA. |

FLEXIBLE

RAM@OTE FrEXdSLE! SHOW-0FF

Restores - Colors - Protects Leather,

Leotherette and Vinyl Plastic YUUR
Is your leather or plastic uphol-
stery faded or worn? RamCote re-
stores the original color and tex-
ture to your car’s vpholstery
You can change coler, too!
Avgilable in eleven standard
colors and clear, Any thade
obtainoble by inter-mixing
colors. Easily applied, brush
or spray. Won'l chip or peel
Waterproof—fadeprool. Use

e b né"?.t‘ st 1 ord 3 ¢ v
etc. ; your music In orderly arrangement, Instantly
- ilable for playing! Prevents W. i
on l"t'cﬂo. Sports Equip- in the Safe Upright Ton! SUuRly” steel conatraction:
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. See your local dealer or 23x22*x10~ with rubber tips. Please remit $9.93 with
ite | FREE inf s h + shi| fully-assembled, express o s, collect. Posi-
write for information and color chart tively not in stores. MONEY-BACK GUARANTE
Ask abou! 1

E!
RAMCOTE PRODUCTS, Dept. 5-76 4 '5ur 35 rom Record & Tape Rack. too 99+ 95
1141 W. 69tk St. Chicogo 21, Nlingly | “TS4'% CREATIONS © Hox 8516 & Dent. 29 + Phila. 49. Pa.
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