DOES IT FIT?

ARS manufactured overseas
C should not be worked on with

tools of domestic dimensions. In
nearly all cases, you can’t work proper-
ly on a British car without a good
selection of wrenches made in Whit-
worth sizes. And cars built on the
European continent require metric
wrenches. Attempting to work on for-
eign machinery with crescent wrenches,
vise-grips and pipe wrenches inevitably
leads to butchered metal, barked and
bleeding knuckles and, often enough,
broken parts.

Whitworth and metric wrenches
can’t always be bought across the coun-
ter at the nearest auto supply house.
However, if you know their dimensions
in decimal inches you frequently can
get out of a difficult situation by find-
ing a U.S.-dimensioned tool with a
nearly identical opening. For example,
74 and 5BA Whitworth wrenches are
interchangeable, and so are 1%%» and
12 millimeter. If the slight difference
of a couple of thousandths of an inch
is critical, it can be relieved by a few
strokes of a file. But there is no substi-
tute for the convenience and security
of having a good set of proper tools.
High quality sets are available from at
least one American tool manufacturer
in prices ranging from about $8 to $50.

The foreign nomenclature is easily
learned—in fact, the metric system is
self-explanatory. The Whitworth sizes
identified by a fraction followed by the
letter “W” refer to the bolt diameter
and not to the wrench opening. For
example, a 14W wrench fits the nut for
a Whitworth bolt of 14-inch diameter;
the nut itself is nearly an inch across.
Then, the smaller Whitworth sizes use
an entirely different system of nomen-
clature, ranging from 12BA to 0BA.
“BA” stands for British Association
and the zero to 12 is a converted range
of from 6mm to 1.3 mm, zero being the
largest and 12 the smallest.

The table that follows makes clear
the relationship of U.S., metric, and
Whitworth wrench sizes. It shows those
that are interchangeable and those
that, in a pinch, can most conveniently
be filed or ground to double for a size
that is hard or impossible to get. This
table has not been published in an
American magazine before. If you're
an enthusiast who enjoys working with
the tools, you'll find it of permanent
reference value. #




