very sincerely yours

OME months ago, the July issue to be exact, we ran two smallish
stories giving details on how more power can be pulled from two
different light cars, the Renault and the Volkswagen. The response

to these stories has been fantastic and as a result, we are going to continue
on a campaign to bring the word to the power- -starved. One of the strongest
objections to the current crop of light cars is that they don’t pack enough
suds to cope with modern traffic and the Detroit power-packers. Eminently
maneuverable and economical though they may be, they haven’t got
the power to go with it, especially the earlier models.

This month (on page 38) we continue the series with a full and in-
structive article on power-packing the flathead Morris Minor. The
Minor admittedly is no longer being made in flat-top form, having been
fitted with a BMC rocker-box engine. But the country is literally stuffed
with these earlier Morrises, which, in souped form, will eat the later ones
alive, along with a lot of other respectable automobiles much larger than
the mouse from Nuffield. Next month we’ll come back to the VW and
later go to various other light cars, including such ubiquitous equipment
as the English Fords.

The light cars aren’t the only ones that can use a bit of intelligent
tuning, either. One of the tricks of the trade in introducing new auto-
mobiles is that of hanging anchors all over the new models so that
improvements can be made from year to year, and Detroit is not alone
in this. We, rebels that we are, feel that this is a deplorable situation
for many buyers, and we hereby make a solemn promise that when such
items hit the market, we will do our best to show how the best laid plans
of factories can be made to go agley. To this effect, we have a dilly on the
fire that should be of interest not only to buyers of the new car, but to
those who would like to find a really nice Class D racing engine replete
with all the latest refinements. A further hint is that this one can be done
by intelligent digging in the manufacturer’s parts bins, no recourse to
special speed equipment being needed.

All of the above is not to say that we are advocating shat every owner
of every car go trotting out to the garage, tool box in hand, to bore, stroke,
port and relieve. There are other ways to enjoy automobiles, too, and

nobody realizes this more than the editors. Some of our readers are un-

doubtedly of a more academic bent and for these, we present for the first
time in print, the complete geneology of America’s greatest racing engine.
Griff Borgeson, who by this time is the country’s foremost Offy authority,
has done a mountainous job of research to come up with the complete
story of the latest Offenhauser engines and how they came to be. One of
the surprising facts that comes to light is that all of the designing didn’t
emanate from Europe. The 50 through 59 series Bugattis owed a large
debt of gratitude to Harry Miller, acknowledged godfather to the Ofty.
You'll find the full details on Page 8 and the Offy family tree on Page 12.

And then, of course, we must mention our exclusive cutaway feature
again. This month it's what may very likely turn out to be America’s
hottest sports special, the fabulous Barnes-Trautman Ford. Take a look
with Russ Kelly, starting on Page 32.

— john christy

BEST SELLERS

DRIVERS IN ACTION

by Klemantaski & Fostick
Top notch photographer & writer
combine efforts & produce an un-
paralleled action-picture-text de-
picting the style & temperament,
with personal details and records
of Fangio, Moss, Farina, Trintignat,
Ascari, Gonzales, Villoresi & others.
113 photos. Price....$3.50

CAR DRIVING AS AN ART....................

S. C. H. Davis shows there IS an art to driving ond that
it can be polished by contact with a master. Mr. Davis
is that master and in his book proves though you have
been driving for years there is still much to learn. A
chapter on Driving for Performance for the competition
minded is the best in the book.

The nnual

Avtomobile Review—1956
Third year for the annual that
thrilled thousands of enthusiasts in
‘54 & ‘55 with its beautiful presen-
tation in a KING SIZE (92 x 12V)
volume. 1956 is the best yet and is
replete with pages of superb color
photos and special articles.

PAITIAI. CONTENTS

* Cars of the Year * 1955 Automobile Sports * Rac-
ing Drivers, Sports Cars & European Touring Car
Championships * Moss on the Mille Miglia * Mer-
cedes 300 SLR & Development of the G.P. Car * Le
Mans Driver * U.S. Sports Car Racing & other articles.
MUST BE SEEN TO BE APPRECIATED....... ... $7.50
! SPECIAL OFFER !
We still have A FEW of the 1954 edition left!|
Already collectors items but we’ll let you in on
the ground floor with a SPECIAL COMBINATION
of the 1954 and the 1956 REVIEWS ot $12.50.

automoblle

AMATEUR RACING DRIVER..................cccoovvvnn. $4.00
A prewar competition driver reviews his experiences.
THE MERCEDES STORY ... $5.00
Complete history of Mercedes. 176 pgs., 112 illus.
THE BUGATTI BOOK. ... $7.50

385 pages; 250 photos of Bugatti thru the ages.
THE VOLKSWAGEN STORY.. $4.00
Most unusuval story of a car ond the life of Dr. Porsche.
DUESENBERG—America’s Mightiest Car................ $5.00
Complete coverage 8 x 11, 165 pgs., 225 photos.
THE CLASSIC CORD.. ...

160 pgs.; 250 illus. Cars, dﬂo-h, :ha 5
MAGIC OF A NAME (Rolls Royce Story)................ $6
An inspiring account of the car and its founders.
BRITISH SPORTS CARS... 3.00
Details of Sports Cars hom 1900 to date. Revised.
CONTINENTAL SPORTS CARS.. .. $3.50
By an expert. Full coverage. Many phohl ond data.

AUTOMOBILE DESIGN
A book for styling design . . .
NOT mechanical. Basic drawing

7 o Yauie “ instruction and informative text
— y= for advanced work. The full-

page drawings are a fountain

vt 0.8 00 .,, of ideas for dnnlopmn your
own design. ............. .00

M G MAINTENANCE

M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL .. ....... .. .$7.50
NEW edition tells how to evorhoul your MG from
bumper to tail light. Factory man covers 1930 to TF.
TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's. ...$4.00
More tuning then maintenance but Yy one
of the best tuners in England and makes o fine com-
panion book to the Workshop Manual.

SPECIAL MG ENGINE TUNING............................ $1.00
Specifically for TF 1250 & 1500¢cc but opph:ohlo to all
XPAG engines. Factory published booklet gives part nos.
and procedures for hi-performance tuning.

TD-TF WORKSHOP MANUAL..
Official factory manual as used by
dealers. Delivery subject to stocks available
MG—A WORKSHOP MANUAL................ooovnnnne.
NEW Factory published. Delivery same as cbove
MG TC OWNERS HANDBOOK ................ccccccvvennnnnnne. $2.50
The one that came with car. Good as a shop manual.

MOTORIZED SCALE MINIATURES

‘AUTOMOBILE
DESIGN

Jaguor XKI120

Accurate 1/33 scale models (abour 5'' long) with fric-
tion windup motors make fine ornamental pieces if you
can get them away from your motor minded kids.

Jaguar XK120—Aston Martin DB2—G. P. Ferrari 4.5
$1.00 each ppd. . . . ... ... All 3 cors only $2.50

In California PLEASE aodd 4%, tax on all orders.

AUTOBOOKS
Burbank 10, Calif

2708B Magnolia Blvd




