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Sure that someone had
mislaid turn five, Frank
Nichols tries to part
hay in search for it.

Coming under bridge is
Mel Curland in MGA—no
oil pressure—no finish.
The drop out of turn 3 is
so abrupt, faster cars

left ground with all fours.

Photographs by Bob Rolofson

dream tracks from San Francisco to San Diego re-

stricted themselves to conversation, were bogged
down in delays or became entangled in red tape, a group of
Los Angeles business men completed plans for a permanent
road racing site with all the fanfare usually reserved for a
nefarious cloak and dagger operation.

And not without reason. Like the boy who shouted wolf
once too often, local promoters had hardened the public to
claims of and for new road racing circuits. Consequently,
when the California Sports Car Club announced they would
hold a race on a new track just outside Los Angeles, a large
scgment of the local press raised a cynical eyebrow, noted
that not an inch of asphalt had been laid and promptly went
back to tossing harpoons at whatever was irritating them
most at the moment.

But this reaction had been expected. Just 27 days later,
contractors had turned a grassy field in the hills above
Agoura, California into a road racing circuit. Site was the
Paramount Ranch, whose western town sct has seen many a
celluloid cowboy in the past.

When the new circuit made its debut, several past and
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present holders of FIA paper were on hand, as were many
who are familiar with the European scene. The general con.
sensus was that the Paramount track is the equal of any club
circuit in Europe and is most directly comparable to Brands
Hatch in England.

But whatever the circuit is, it is not a thing to inspire
unrestrained joy in the hearts of drivers of big-bore ma.
chinery. Most of the corners are sharp enough to discourage
heavier handling vehicles and a wide assortment of un.
pleasant places are available to those who don’t quite make
it around them.

Roughly speaking, the layout resembles a well used figure
8, its outstanding feature being an overpass-underpass ar-
rangement where the track intersects. It is approximately 2
miles long and has a 300 front straight, which strictly speak-
ing, is the only straight on the course. And there isn't a single
really level stretch to be found; the clevation variance being
35 feet between the highest and the lowest points, while the
course widths ranges from 34 feet on the straightaway to 55.65
feet on the 11 turns, all of which are banked to varying
degrees. From their vantage points on surrounding hills,
spectators can see up to 90 percent of the circuit.
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Although the course, as a whole, is undoubtedly the trick-
iest and most challenging yet offered to West Coast pilots,
experience proved that the two toughest turns were number
5 — a sharp climbing right at the end of a relatively short
but rapid straight, and number 8 — a sweeping right around
the end of a barn and alongside a small lake,

Even though no one really doubted the sincerity of club
officials when they carefully detailed the dangers of the new
circuit, two sports cars rolled down the embankment into
the lake and a Formula III car made an exciting if not
graceful trip into the gulley on the outside of turn five —
spelling it out in capitals for all concerned. None of
the drivers were injured seriously enough to require
hospitalization.

Despite a field composed almost exclusively of local
talent, the inaugural event, which was restricted to senior
drivers, provided much of the interest for the 20,000 spec.

tators — mostly in the form of individual performances
and a vigorous if not enlightening hassle over use of the
black flag.

If one man could be said to have dominated the weck.

Map of Paramount Ranch shows it to
be basically a misshapen § winding
into some tight hairpin turns in its
Southern end. Road needs no chicanes.

LOWER LEFT: Leroy Wise roughs
up a hay bale with his DKW to make
it behave. LOWER RIGHT: A
mixed group of mounts find their
way around turn five.

end, that man was 26 year.old Richie Ginther, in the Com.
petition Motors Porsche Spyder. Ironically, with Ken Miles
arriving too late from his record-breaking tour of Bonne-
ville to enter, Jack McAfee fresh from his successful assault
on eastern circuits, was all but handed top honors in the
small-bore class before the car even left the starting grid.
Ginther was mentally assigned the task of following the
tail lights on the John Edgar owned-Porsche Spyder,
driven by McAfee, as he has with Miles' Spyder during
the past season.

But on Saturday, Ginther got out in front and managed
to keep his tailpipes just out of McAfee's reach for the
entire ten laps, finishing a hall.second ahead. On Sunday,
the throtde linkage on McAfee's mount snapped and Gin.
ther breezed to a 57 second win over Frank Monise in a
Lotus Climax. To make his weekend complete, Ginther
returned in the big car battle and grabbed third overall.

Dr. William Eschrich’s Porsche.Lotus, John McLaughlin
in a Lotus Climax and Dr. Troy McHenry's Porsche Spyder
followed in that order in Sunday's hour.long go for under

200 ¢ . 3
1500 cc cars (Continued on page 66)
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Renew the color of
leather upholstery

SPRAY new color on your
sports car upholstery

EASY —spray on
d’Elegance Leather
Color and sports car
interior looks new
again...soft, supple,
bright. No rubbing.
Dries in 30 minures.
Wax base makes
leather softer; pre-
serves it. Covers completely, bcauufu[ly

QUICK EASY DO-IT-YOURSELF

So simple...so easy...makes your sports
car or convertible look new again, Outlasts
original color. Just push pressure-can button
—color dries in 30 minutes. COLORS: Red,
Green, Blue, Black...NEUTRAL to preserve
new leather. Complete Kit contains 3 cans
Spray, one can Cleaner. GUARANTEE:

Money-back upon request, regardless of
reason. You must be delighted. Bring your
car interior back to life.

I——-ORDER BY MAIL TODAY ———
I d'ELEGANCE PRODUCTS l
4414 Green Meadows Ave., Torrance, California |
| Please send—__Leather Kits @ $5.95 each. |
| CHECK COLOR(S): [J Red; [0 Moss Green; |
| ) Emerald Green; [ Blue; () Black; [ Neutral, I
| O Send C.0.D.; 1 enclose $8.95,
l O send postpaid. |
I Name I
l Address |
| Ciry Zone. State 1
I MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! l

—— e

Give NV77mwarn)
ILLUSTRATED

Sports Car

Excitement *
this

Christmas!

What more thoughtful gift to friends
than a subscription to SPORTS CARS
ILLUSTRATED this Christmas!

You’ll be giving 12 full months of
pleasure . . . all the excitement and
thrills that the sports car world offers.

No gift is more practical . . . more
thoughtful than one that keeps arriv-
ing every month. Make that gift
SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED
this year!

SPECIAL GIFT RATES
First 1-year gift subscription.
Second 1-year gift lubneﬂpl
Each additional 1-year gift..

Each gift subscnpt:on will be an-
nounced by an attractive card naming
you as donor.

Fill in and return the prepaid, self-
addressed envelope found elsewhere
in this magazine for your own and
gift subscriptions. List additional gift
orders on an extra sheet of paper.
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Paramount Ranch

(Continued from page 31)

The tussle for top spot in the over
1500 cc category was between Harrison
Evans’ Monza Ferrari and the Buick-
powered Morgenson Special, which was
driven by Eric Hauser after his previous
mount had been barred from further
competition because of handling charac.
teristics that were considered somewhat
less than adequate.

Hauser immediately took out in front,
but held it for only twenty minutes be.
fore Evans moved into a lead that wasn't
threatened until the final minutes of the
hour-long race. Despite closing ground
rapidly, Hauser was unable to overhaul
the Ferrari and Evans shattered a nearly
perfect record for unsuccessful, if en.
thusiastic, endeavor by finishing two sec.
onds ahead. Ginther was third, followed
by Bill Krause and Harold Erb in D.
Jaguars.

On Saturday, Hauser had rolled to a
win without serious contention from the
Ferrari — finishing three seconds ahead
of Krause and 26 seconds ahead of
Evans, who trailed in third.

For all the fine weather, interesting
races and financially profitable atten.
dance, the week-end finished on some.
thing of a sour note as a heated debate
flared up when Ed Kretz (whose vigor-
ous driving techniques have been forged
by 30 years of automobile and motor-
cycle racing) and Rudy Cleye ( an al.
most proverbial winner in the produc.
tion races) were black flagged for erratic
driving in Sunday’s main event.

Actually, the verbal pyrotechnics
weren't set off by these instances alone,
but were the culmination of what many
considered a period of under-worked
judgments and over-worked black flags
that resulted when the club attempted
to make a useful job out of the previous.
ly meaningless and uually honorary title
of race judge.

No official announcement has been
forthcoming concerning the handling of
these cases, but statements of officials in.
volved indicate that the charges were
dismissed and that improvements in the
judging set-up are now under consider-
ation,

One more sports car race is slated for
the Paramount site before the year's
end, and future events will be limited
to three a year. The only other com.
petition meets even being considered at
the moment are a brace of races for the
stock cars.

Jim Mourning
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Specialists in Service for
Jaguar - MG & Austin-Healey
Now Specializing in
LANCIA

OSSIE & REG

2800 So. Crenshaw, Los Angeles
RE. 2-0470

g+ HIGH SCHOOL ov¢

No classes to attend. Easy spare-time trlm—
ing covers big choice of subjects. Friend!

instructors; standard texts. Full credit iur
schooli: Diploma awarded.
Write now for FREE catalog

WAYNE SCHOOL Catalog HEA-
2527 Sheffield Ave., Chicago 14, Ifllineis

SPORTS CARS
ENTHUSIASTS ...
RACE FANS...
DO-IT-
YOURSELFERS!

Want to correspond with friends in
other states and countries? There are
thousands of hobbyists all over the

world who'd like to hear from you.
now on sale at your favorite newsstand.

RATE:
issue closes December
remittance to: SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED,
366 Madison Avenue, N. Y. C. 17.

15¢ per word. Minimum 10 words. March
10th. Send order and

FOR SALE

CUSTOMIZE Your Car—Complete step by step
instruction booklet, $1.00. Alanne Products, Hox
135, Watertown 2, Conn.

BUILD Your Own Sugercharger — Complete
slans and instructions, $1.00. Alanne Products,
jox 135, Watertown 2, Conn.

MAGNIFICENT full color prints. World Fa-
mous Sports Cars. 6 large 12x14” suitable for
framing, value over $12, only $1.50 postpaid.
Borden Publishing Comimny 3077 Wabash
Ave.. Los Angeles 63, California.

DERRINGTON Woodrimed
VW Luggage Racks,

blmnn.g " wheels,
Plastic fuel-oil lines,
Eltron Coffee Makers, Engine turning. Schreiber
Imports, Box 4125, Long DBeach 4, alif.

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

JAGUAR owners, Healey owners: Stainless Steel
Flexible Exhaust Tubing Permnm-nl replacement
between exhaust pipe and muffler. Complete with
heavy-duty clamps. Healey $5.50, Jaguar $5.95
(modified requires two) postpaid. Quantity_in-
invited from dealers. Wilco, P. O. Box
Rochester 3, N. Y.

ruth about Speed-Power-Mileage Equip-
Free Catal Write! Almquist hngm('-e'r
enn.uyl\.'anm.

ing. Milford SC2,
SPORTS CAR BODIES

FIBERGLAS Sports Bodies — Easily bolts on
Crosley, Fiat, etc. — $295. Jaguar, Ford, Chev,
etc. — $495. Free Brochure. Almquist Engineer
ing, Milford SC4, Pennsylvania.

MISCELLANEOUS

FREE. Complete illustrated catalog, Leather-
craft kits, supplies. Also big Metaleraft catalog.
Write now for either or both. J. C. Larson Co.
Dept. 6554C, 820 S. Tripp, Chicago 24.
BINOCULARS repaired, all makes and models.
Authorized Bausch & Lomb, Zeiss, Hensoldt,
and Bushnell dealer. Tele-Optics, 5514 Lawrence,
Chicago 30, Ill.

NOW Dismantling — All types foreign cars
Jaguar, Porsche, VW, MG 'rl) M(-T(‘ MGTF,
Alvis, Anglia, Austin, Healey, Counsul, Hillman,
Jowett, Morris, Renaull Rover, Singer, Sun-
beam, TR-2. All inquiries welcomed. We deliver
anywhere. Sherman Way Auto Wreckers, 12643
Sherman Way, No. Hollywood, Calif. Po-50360,
St.-72567.

TWENTY Nine miles per gallon, 4000 mile trip,
55 Olds 88. Anyone can improve mileage. With
instructions $2.00 Charles Lewis Hall, Sepulveda,
Calif.




