BOOKS
Make Lasting Gifts

Fangio World Champion

Avuthor Gunther Molter has picked the
most colorful of GP drivers for his
subject . . . and does him full justice
in one of the most enjoyable volumes
in racing print Price $5.25

SHRU\L M[}SS_-, Stirling Moss’s

Book of Motor Sport
Reviewed os a MUST for tyro or ex-
pert the book is also for all whe
would know more of all types of com-
petition, drivers, the cars and events.
Should be read by all whe participate

A -%
P d or attend. Price $2.50

SPORTS CAR BODYWORK...............$7.50
Six J-view & perspective defoiled drawings plus o
book covering Design; Drafting; Wood Poneling; Metal
Framing; Fitting; Fibergloss Bodies; Painting; FIA Sports
Car Dimensional Requirements; Env.lop. & Conventional
Bodies, etc. Book Alone . wiee$2.50
THE SPECIAL BUILDERS GUIDE..... .. . $2.50
The the book is published by the 750 Motor Club of
England & deals primarily with Ford 10's & Austin 7's
it contains o gold mine of information for light car
builders regardiess of power plant. Fine reading for
builders of 750cc or even 500cc competition cars.
500¢cc YEARBOOKS

1952...$2.00 1953-54....$2.00 Both for $3.00
how-to-build erticles, detailed spex of
ines and factval infa, Basi treduction.

M G MAINTENANCE

M. G. WORKSHOP MANUAL ... $7.50
NEW edition tells how to overhaul wul MG from
bumper to tail light. Factery man covers 1930 te TF.
TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's $4.00
Done by one of the best tuners in England and makes o
fine companion beok to the Warkshop Manual.

SPECIAL MG ENGINE TUNING : .. $1.00
Factory published booklet gives pcﬂ no; & proudur-s
for hi-performance tuning. For TD & T

TD-TF WORKSHOP MANUAL .$5.50
Official factory monual used by dllmhulou ‘ dealers.
MG—A WORKSHOP MANUAL PR L
NEW Factery published. Used by dealers.

MG TC OWNERS HANDBOOK . $2.50

The one thot come with car. Good os o ﬂmp munual

FOR THE DREAMER

—— | MOTOR RACING SKETCHBOOK
66 pgs. of detailed action
sketches by German artist Carle
- ‘D-mond. From beginning to
present day history of racing.
Using these as examples will
instruct every race-action agtist.
Viewing them will thrill dvery
lover of racing. Priceless for framing $4.50
YOU CAN DRAW CARS

From pencil sketch to finished
rendering engineer-stylist Bill
Jenks teaches you how to put
your ideas on paper in the pro-
per proportions te lock like
cars that con be built. A MUST
book for beginners and experts.
$2.50

‘AUTOMOBILE AUTOMOBILE DESIGN
DESIGN A book for styling design . . .
T “ NOT mechanical. Basic drawing

e ¥ instruction and informative text

ﬁ,‘ for advanced work. The full-

poge drowings are a fountain

Srmmmemme— ssam e of ideas for developing your
U own desigh......................

SPECIAL OFFER—AIl 3 drawing books . . . 39.00

FOR THE RALLYITE

7 Average Speed
) Calculator Mk 1
PRICE $4.50

Nearly the last word short
of an electronic computer
for Rallies . . . With this in-
strument Average Speed, time
or Distance (whichever is un-
known)] can be reod on on en-
muchun divided 54" heavy celluloid dial.
NO mathematical knowledge required!

Average Speed Calculator Mk II....$7.50

Tho designed for race timing the 8" dial groduated
in minutes and seconds is proferred by many rollyites
because of greater ecse and accurocy in reading.

Rallies, Trials & Gymkhanas......$5.00

For Beginner or Expert. So complete & well written
it's good reading even to the cosuvally interested.

In California PLEASE add 4%, tax on all orders.

graved,

AUTOBOOKS

very sincerely yours:

TARTING on page 10 readers will find the story of one of the
most satisfying advances in automotive sport since the beginning
of the sports car movement in the post-war years. It actually be-

gan back in 1949 when members of the Southern California Timing
Association, pioncer amateur straightaway trials organization. made
arrangements with officials of the Bonneville Association to run a week-
long series of speed trials on the famous salt speedway. At the time
there were classes for roadsters, coupes, lakesters and streamliners only
—not a sports car, either production or special, in the bunch. This was
not snobbery on the part of the SCTA but lack of interest on the part
of the sports car people coupled with the fact that there just weren't
very many sports cars around and those that were around were noted
more for spaghetti than sauce.

By the time preparations for the 1953 Bonneville Nationals rolled
around there were sports cars all over the place: more than enough to
justify classes at the Nationals. At the suggestion of deponent and Dean
Batchelor, designer of America’s two record-breaking streamliners, the
City of Burbank and the Shadoft Chrysler Special, the SCTA gladly set
up not one class but four in which sports cars could run. What hap-
pened was somewhat shattering: the Larsen-designed Mabee special
averaged 201-plus for a two-way record, albeit on alcohol fuel. Fuel or
not, no sports car has bettered that mark since. For 1954 gasoline was
made mandatory and rules were modified to conform to FIA specs with
the lone exception that cycle fenders were permitted.

In just three ycars sports cars have become a major class with very
little spaghetti and enough sauce to blister a rhinoceros at 20 paces, In
fact, sports cars are going so fast these days that Bonneville is just about
the only place they can be run flat out,

It's all very satislying.
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Something else that is very satisfying but also more than a little
frustrating will be noticed in this issue. We're starting the book on
page 10 instead of page 8 and if things look tight it's because they are
tight. There’s a good reason for this. SCI has grown so rapidly in the
last eight months that readers are not the only ones to notice it. People
with good, honest products to sell have also noticed it with the result
that their advertising has gone up by better than 300 percent! In all
modesty we can say that nothing has been lost: we've just packed the
book, using the same amount of material. We willed the white space to
the Bufterin folks, Similarly, circulation has also grown, by something
over 100 percent in one year to be exact, making SCI the fastest grow-
ing and biggest selling sports car magazine in the country,

End of annual report—and thanks, folks.

Last month we reported that NSU had shattered the two-wheeler
mark with a blistering 210 mph. They did it up first-cabin, too, with
typical Teutonic efficiency and a fair expenditure of Western Reich-
marks and then trotted off home with a great deal of satisfaction. That
satisfaction was to be shortlived, however. Two weeks later, a couple
of lads from Texas came up to the salt with a cigarshaped two-wheeler
and, comparatively speaking, no dough. They made a couple of runs to
warm up and then calmly shattered the German record to smithereens,
shaking the salt to the tune of 214 sizzling miles an hour! Next month
we tell the tale of the Texans; don’t miss it. Also coming up is a tech-
nical report on the record-breaking MG streamliner, a real kissin'
cousin to the MG-A. The report will be complete with a LaTourette
drawing and as a bonus there’ll be a test of the “A™ for comparison.

See you then.
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Oh, yes; Merry Christmas—the Merriest.

— john christy



