MAY ’57

SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED

BORGHECE!

How NOT to go to Sebring.

International Twelve Hour Grand Prix of Endurance.
Focal point of the entire sports car world in March
each year. High point of American road racing. Center of
all enthusiasts’ interest. .
The attraction of this fabulous event is almost irresis-
tible to the lover of racing’s color and clash, sport and
spectacle. To two native California car fanatics, exiled in
the winter-bound wastelands of Michigan, the call was
irresistible.
“Let's go to Sebring.”
“Okay, you talked me into it. Shall we fly down?”
“You crazy, boy? We'll go in my ever dependable hopped
up Porsche.”
“"Hmmm. Is it running all right?”
“Sure. Just needs a few adjustments. We can do them
the night before we leave. Nothing to it, boy!”
Thus began a great adventure. Helpful friends en-
couragingly assured that the car would never make the
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SEBRING, FLORIDA. Scene of the famous Florida

Sebring, here we come! Just a few minor ad-
justments on the Porsche and we’ll be ready.

Bristling with energy, we arrive on the scene.
Lack of sleep never deterred the enthusiast.

Side-tracked for a while on Georgia backroad
we get directions from gentleman farmer.

state line. As if to underline their comments, the Porsche
slyly shed one of its exhaust pipes, produced three flat
tires in twenty minutes one evening, bathed its clutch in
expensive imported motor oil, and responded to the fitting
of driving lights by blowing innumerable fuses. But noth-
ing daunts pure enthusiasm, and Thursday morning before
the great race saw two intrepid Porsche travelers well
on their way.

State policemen, proverbially courteous and
friendly, commented on our sober driving.

Heading home, we stop at garage and hobnob
with local constable. Impressed with Porsche.

Proceeding through the Southern rural areas
we find the natives friendly. So were we.

Before starting, it had been agreed that conservative,
steady driving was the key to a successful trip. And, aside
from an occasional 90 mph sortie through an obscure
hamlet, with the passenger emitting ringing cries of “Oh,
Borgese!” to entertain the populace, this was adhered to.
These techniques were much appreciated, especially in the
South, In fact, several courteous state policemen found
time, despite their pressing duties, to stop and express

We quickly adjust to seat belts. Reflex to
remove them upon getting up was immediate.

The Porsche was handling like a dream—
floating. And suddenly, we were flying.
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Sebring was never like this . . .

their views on the subject.

Among the many opinions offered by interested observers
before the journey started, by far the most common was
that the car would be so uncomfortable that complete
exhaustion would set in before the halfway mark was
reached. Favorite point for ridicule was the seat belts in
the car.

(Continued on page 65 )
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Sebring

(Continued from page 45)

“Yah. Ya might wear 'em °til ya get
outta town, but they'll be too much
trouble on a trip that long.”

On the contrary, after wearing seat
belts for a while, one becomes so ac-
customed to them that it is an automatic
reaction to undo them every time you get
up from your seat.

Because it was necessary to obtain
time off from work to make the trip,
the scheduling was very tight, to mini-
mize that time. While it was intended
to allow a reasonable driving time, there
were a number of hours allotted to
sleep. At Sebring, everyone wants to be
fresh for the race. Unfortunately, a slight
miscalculation of 300 miles absorbed the
sleeping time, but what matters a little
lost sleep? Sebring had been reached, and
the race was too exciting by far for
sleep.

After such a long trip and such a
fierce race, the 1450 mile homeward trek
scemed a dull and anticlimatic, if neces-
sary, task. And, indeed, except for put-
ting seventy four miles into one hour
once, the first 500 miles was dull.

Then came the blow! DETOUR.
BRIDGE OUT said the sign. Which was
true enough, but not very explicit.
There was a bridge out, all right, but
it was on the detour road. Sailing over
the crest of a hill at seventy, the
Porsche was suddenly suspended in mid-
air as the roadbed was replaced by a
river some two feet lower. Two quick
bounces and the car was on pavement
again, only the low-mounted horn
damaged.

“What was THAT?"

“Road washed out.”

“Oh.”

“It's all right. We don't have to go
back.”

Another sign: BRIDGE-OUT—ROAD
CLOSED FROM BARLOW'S MILL TO
HIGHWAY 76. Trapped! Impossible to
go on, impossible to go back.

The Porsche was off course consider-
ably, but this provided the opportunity
to explore the true rural south far from
main interstate highways. Considering
that they had never seen such a thing as
silver and red Porsche in their quiet
towns before, the natives seemed quite
friendly.

The remainder of the trip proved to
be uneventful, but the harrowing exper-
iences just past provided a lively topic
of conversation.

It was easy to tell, even in a state of
extreme fatigue, when Michigan was
reached again. Just two days after leav-
ing the sun drenched course at Sebring,
a fresh six inch snowfall greeted the
weary travelers.

A co-worker later exclaimed, “My gra-
cious, you fellows certainly have a lot
of enth "It d better just to
smile, walk away, and not mention the
motorcycle from Quebec parked in front
of the Sebring Hotel. There’s enthusiasm.
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BRITISH AUTO PARTS

L O O I B B I T B T A R A O N I R

INCLUDES:
UP-TO-DATE foreign auto parts and tool section

SPORTS CAR ACCESSORIES, including MG-A,
Alfa-Romeo Giulietta and M-B 190SL.

SPECIFICATIONS on all popular British engines.

MAN-HOUR SCHEDULE showing the factory-
recommended time for most normal repair jobs.
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BAP, Inc. & iolden Gate, San Fran, 5, Cal ]

\ 2 BSI, lne. 7713 Melrose, L A. 46 Cal |

e ] aF S | BAP. Inc. 603 E Pike. Seattle 22, Wash. |
Service Section containing: | BAP. Ine. 47-10 34th Ave, L. L C., N. ¥

S.E.1. Co. 219 &, 215t 8t. Birmingham, Ala. |

Clutch D'Dbfems and their cure | enclose $1 to cover hondling & mailing. }

i - (Applied to first purchase)
Brake adjustment techniques | I
: - ’ | xamE

List of repair & tune-up books available. I |
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BAP BS your best source for | :

o all foreign car parts. | crey & zoxe STATE |

“A SOLID GOLD CADILLAC?"

Well, maybe not, but you can make your
grill and trim look like REAL GOLD plating
by simply brushing on our new 14 KARAT
synthetic gold finish. This is not just ordi-
nary gilding material, but a new transpar-
ent gold coating of great beauty and
strength, made by one of the Country's
leading paint makers.

14 KARAT is transparent, allowing a clear
view thru to the chrome or stainless un-
derneath. This startling new product gives
the closest possible appearance to real
gold plate or gold anodized aluminum.

SPORTS CAR DECALS

High qulil? black and white decal sheets con-
taining 6 Individual sport cars, each about 3
inches long.
The automobiles represented are: The V W,
Porsche, XK140, TR 3, MGA, and A H-100. Decals
are easily transferred to glass, metal, plastic,
ceramics, finished wood, luggage, etc.

$1.00 per sheet, postpaid

No-COD's please
Dealers write for discount

IVAN CLEDE P.O. BOX 95
NORTH HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY

Dress up your car, cycle, boat or house-
hold items.

Generous B ounce can with brush top ap-
plicator, only $1.98 postpaid.

COMPETITION CHEMICALS
BOX 141 + [IOWA FALLS, IOWA
DEALERS WANTED!

True Knock-Off

DAYTON WIRE WHEELS

For Sports and Pleasure Cars

These sturdy wire wheels fit most cars
including: THUNDERBIRD, COR-
VETTE, JAGUAR, HAWK, VW, et
Absolutely no alterations required. Hub
adaptor fits present wheel studs. Instal-
lation is made in minutes, Set includes
5 wheels, 4 knock-off hub caps, hub
adaptors, and lead hammer.

Write for complete information today!

Dealer inquiries invited!

DAYTON WHEEL PRODUCTS

300 5. Monroe 5t., Xenia, Ohio
Builders of Racing Wire Wheels Since 1920
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