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ABOVE: Fury s indistingwishable from stock
Plymouths from front view. Inside lights are
parking and divectional lamps. RIGHT;

In profile Fury stands apart from sister line

by twe distinguishing features—the Fury
signature and the white-and-gold color scheme.
BELOW: Rear fender fins are moderate in
height, not exaggerated. Back is not overly
ornate, but simple and clean in line.

family-size car. But what impressed us most during an

800-mile wringing out of this clean projectile had
little to do with the car’s brute strength. Its greatest merit
lies in its handling qualities.

The Fury corners with a smooth agility that formerly has
been obtainable only on outright sports cars, usually the kind
that are sprung like a park bench. But there isn't a trace of
harshness in the Fury's'ride nor is there any tendency to
pitch, roll or tramp. Imagine if you can a wedding of Detroit
creampuff ride with first-class sports car handling and you'll
have a pretty fair picture of the Fury’s road manners. This is
more than just a successful engineering compromise; it's a
genuine achievement, an important “advance,” to use the
jargon of the trade. This improvement is shared by all "57
Chrysler Corporation products to varying degrees and for

!- S. THE world knows, the 290-bhp Fury is a very hot

A c ’ — W

this the company and its engineers deserve exceptional
]‘(fCOgll“]()ﬂ.

The Fury is the best-handling. bestriding Detroit sedan
we've ever driven, The basis for this, of course, is Chrysler’s
new suspension system with longitudinal torsion bars at the
[ront and outboard-mounted leaf springs at the rear. Therc
is no magic in torsion bars, per se. that accounts for the im-
provement; it's as casy to build a bad torsion bar layout as
any other. The important point is the level of performance
that the designers make up their minds to achieve, and the
standards were set sky-high for Chrysler’s '57 lines. The Fury,
however, uses heavy duty springs and shocks all around but
although they’re about 25 per cent stiffer than on the normal
Plymouth no penalty of harshness is apparent. The Fury's
torsion bars are adjusted downward and the leaf springs are

S G ROAD TEST:

mounted lower to bring the frame and body a half inch
closer to the ground. The stiffer springs and lower center of
gravity make the anti-sway bar fitted to past Plymouths un-
necessary and it is deleted from the entire line. Among the
many factors contributing to its superior handling are
wheels with six-inch rims in place of the five-inch rims used
on the standard Plymouth.

It’s very difficult to adjust to the fact that here is a big
Detroit sedan that can easily out-corner many bona fide
sports cars. You bend it through turns faster and faster, look-
ing for its limits of adhesion and expecting the typical De-
troit vices to appear. But they don’t. You don’t have to pull
hard on the wheel to hold the car in the turn; it tracks effort-
lessly in the direction it's aimed. In spite of startlingly high
cornering speeds there is barely a trace of tire squeal. Instead
of the front end pushing out as with the typically nose-heavy

Detroiter when pressed hard, the Fury's rear wheels slide
just the right amount and they do it gradually and control-
lably. When you rock the steering wheel on the straight to
simulate S-bend weight transfer the body does not rock on
the springs at all. It sets a new standard.

As an accelerating machine the stick-shift Fury has a
unique personality due to its being cammed like a compe-
tion car, but for different reasons. The engine develops its
peak torque at the lofty figure of 4000 rpm—1200 higher than
the regular 301 cu. in. engine. At low revs it has very little
torque indeed.

With Chrysler’s three-speed torque-converter transmission
this creates no problems. First speed is 2.45 to one and it is
multiplied by as much as 2.7 by the converter, which pro-
duces genuine jackrabbit starts. But with the manual-shift
trans, bottom cog is 2.5 to one, period. Evidently the Fury's
cam design incorporates no compromises in favor of the
fast-disappearing stick-shift box.

The result is that good as its acceleration times are, those
of the stick-shift Fury are not all that can be expected from
a machine pulling less than 14 lbs. per bhp, wet. To get the
best times nothing short of a full racing start will do, with
the engine wound out to a screaming pitch before the clutch
is popped. Elapsed time for zero to 30 mph with a 2800
rpm start was 3.2 secs. By using about 4000 rpm before let-
ting out the clutch we were able to chop this to 2.8. Never-
theless, when the clutch bites the flywheel it pulls engine revs
down low in either case. The impression during the 2.8 run
was that the first two seconds were consumed in getting the
car off the line and that, once moving, it leaped from zero
to 30 in the remaining eight-tenths.

Acceleration on the road with the Torque-Flite equipped
Fury can be startling at times even to those used to sports
cars of the more impressive variety. Normally only one of the
two quad carburetors is in operation and, under cruising
conditions, only two of the four barrels are in operation. As
one pushes the accelerator pedal the carb acts as a normal
quad unit and the other two barrels come into operation

SCI’s test curve is quite sharp and no mistake.

Here the Fury bores at 55 mph with hardly a murmur
from the tires. A more expensive import tested on

this corner emitted screams that could be heard a mile.
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Fifth wheel accurvately measures mph for both high and low speed runs. See specifications for speedo error.

with a resultant increase in speed that by today’s standards
is not particularly impressive. Toe the pedal a little harder
and the second carburetor comes in with an insistent push
at the shoulders and hip pockets. Push again and the pedal
rides over a slight spring resistance; suddenly you're moving
out with a tremendous rush as the transmission kicks down
from high to second gear. Go back again to cruising on two
barrels and high drive then slam the pedal to the floor, All
of the above effects occur at once and in the space of time
it takes to get past one car you're going fast enough to bite
off two more before you slow down unless you've been gentle
with the accelerator. This is the kind of performance ex-
pected only in a competition car yet under proper guidance
it's as docile as a kitten in traffic. It's an experience that has
to be felt to be believed particularly by those who in past
years have considered Plymouth products to be fit only for
little old ladies from Pasadena.

Because of the high-rpm torque peak and because the
torque curve evidently drops off rapidly as revs drop, second
gear is of vital importance for passing and can be used up
to a true 85 mph. To punch the throttle at 50 mph in top
gear and expect a surge of power is to be mistaken,

The conclusion we draw is that the regular Fury package
has been designed around the torque-converted transmission.
If you're a die-hard who wants a stick shift—and I'm one—
and you're buying a Fury—and I'd be delighted to—one of
your first moves should be to invest in a specialist camshaft
that will provide a useful amount of thrust over a more
useful rpm range. Then you'll be able to jet off the line as
well as the torque-converter jobs, if not better. As it is, you
can’t lay a smudge of rubber no matter how violently you
strive for a solid getaway bite. Another alternative would
be to specify one of the six lower (higher numerical) final
drive ratios such as a 3.9 or4.1 to 1.

Sharp inward turn of front wheels indicates strong understeer characteristics. At cornerving speeds of
35 mph, the rear wheels would slide outward very gradually. Body roll was very slight.
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Furry Fury mill has lots of extras
including twin carbs, hotter-than-stock
cam, and solid tappets. In top tune,
torque is all at upper rpm ranges.

If the manual shift box in our test Fury is representative,
there’s much room for improvement, First or Reverse could
not be engaged without severe grinding of teeth unless the
lever was first dropped into a synchronized position. Up- or
downshifts to Second were very difficult and often down-
right impossible. Because of the engine's torque character-
istics it would be very handy to be able to downshift to
First while in motion, but this defied our hardest double-
clutch efforts.

That's one point to watch if you're shopping for one ol
these cars. Another is the fit of the rear axle hub tapers.
Those on our test car did not match precisely, with a result-
ing clank during even light acceleration or deceleration.
These tapers will wear to fit each other but in the meantime
a certain amount of axle-nut tightening will be necessary. Be
sure your dealer is prepared to provide this service.

For sheer speed the Fury is rapid enough. Using a one-
mile approach to the measured quarter-mile timing trap we
clocked 115 mph, The car had some acceleration left, but
not much. With an approach twice as long it should be
possible to get close to 125 mph if you're in that much of a
hurry. At 115 we can state that the Fury feels just as secure
as at much lower speeds, and this can be s~id of few cars.
The front end does not develop a light feel nor does it hop
about—further proof of the car’s excellent suspension and

handling, (Continued on page 57)

PLYMOUTH FURY HARDTOP COUPE

PERFORMANCE
TOP SPEED:
Two-way average ............... 113.6 mph (one mile approach)
Fastest one-way run ....... +eve..115.2 mph (indicating about 130
mph)
ACCELERATION:
From gero 000, o obovis e i Seconds

30 mph . 8
40 mph . 1
50 mph .. 3
BICIDN 2 v ionn ragn o pie v & siae a4 a3
T mpl e e R S T 7
&0 mph . 2
90 mph ..... 21.7
Standing % mile 17.2 secs
Speed at end of quarter ......... 78 mph
SPEED RANGES IN GEARS:
......................... 0-55 mph
1 H B AR O A R 7-85 mph
SPEEDOMETER CORRECTION:
Indicated Actual
30 . S e o S AP 30
40 R e e R e 38
Bl e b AT A 47
Bl e e e e 35
r Rt M o 63
B e e R S O s 71
99 3 [ s T AT W S R 79
I i Tt W Lo s g 86
10 | R e R el 93
FUEL CONSUMPTION:
Hard driving on test ............ 11.0 mpg
Average driving (under 60 mph) 12.7 mpg
At steady 30 mph ...... = ! 23.5 mpg

BRAKING EFFICIENCY (10 successive emergency stops from 60

mph, just short of locking wheels):
':*“d“ap A T T e TR0 B T T 78

SPECIFICATIONS
POWER UNIT Plymouth V-800:
Type ...... R e T e e e e 90° V8, polysphere combustion
- chambers.
Valve Arrangement ............. Pushrod OHV, mechanical lifters.

Bore & Stroke (Engl. & Met.) ...3.91 x 3.31 ins.; 99.3 x 84.1 mm
Stroke/Bore Ratio ..............0.85/1
Displacement (Engl. & Met.)....318 cu, ins.; 5212 cc.

Compression Ratio .............. 9.25/1
Carburetion by ................. dual Carter 4-barrel
Max. bhp @ rom .. icL i il 290 5400
Max Torque @ rpm ..... ... 325 @ 4000
Idle Speed .................. ... 500 rpm
DRIVE TRAIN:
Transmission ratios I  ..........2.50
|t e ... 1.68
IIE ol iinsinn 1.00
Final drive ratio (test car)...... 3.54
Other available final drive ratio. .. 3.18, 3.36, 3.73, 3.90, 4.10, 4.30, 4.56,
Axle torque taken by ..... +++.... Rear springs.
CHASSIS:

Wheelbase ....... Ty S e 118 ins.

Front Tread .............. .. .. 60.9 ins.

Rear Tread ................. ..59.6 ins.
Suspension, front ............... Longitudinal torsion bars.
Suspension, rear ................ Longitudinal leaf springs, outboard

of frame.

Shock absorbers .. .. 1-in. piston Oriflo.
Steering type ............... ....Manual: Worm & 3-tooth needle-

bearing roller. Power: Rack & Gear
Sector with Recirculating Ball Nut.

Steering wheel turns L to L ...., Manual: 4.8. Power: 3.4,
Turning diameter ........ ... 42 ft. 4 ins. curb to curb.
Brake type .................... . Center-plane, 11 x 2 ins.
Brake lining area ............... 184 sq. ins.
Wheel studs, circle diam. ........ 5% in, studs; 4% in. circle diam.
Tire size .......... e R e 800 x 14.
Rim whdth oo s 6 ins.
GENERAL:
T o A e ..206.1 ins.
Width .... . 79.4 ins.
LT e e e (e T -+ - 53.7 ina,
Weight, test ear ..........0..00 3960 Ibs.
Weight distribution, F/R ........ 53/47
Fuel capacity—1U. S. gallons ...... 20
RATING FACTORS:
Bhp pereu. in. ................. a1
Bhp per sq. in. piston area ....... 3.02
Torque (Ib-ft) per cu. in. ........ 1.02
Pounds per bhp—test car ,....... 13.7
Piston speed @ 60 mph .........1500 fpm
Piston speed @ max bhp ........ 2979 fpm
Brake lining area per ton
NEeRL CREY: .. Lats e e e ek 93 8q. ins.
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Plymouth Fury R.T.

(Continued from page 41)

From standing at idle to sprinting full-
bore the Fury is a very quict car. The
engine is surprisingly silent in spite of
mechanical valve lifters and a rather wild
cam that nevertheless provides a silk-
smooth idle at 500 rpm. Some character-
istics of the standard and Fury cams are:

Std. Fury
Intake opens BTC 8°* 17°
Intake closes ABC 52° 59°
Exhaust opens BBC 52° 55°
Exhaust closes ATC 8° 21°
Lift, intake & .387 .405

exhaust

Unlike other Plymouth engines, the Fury
is equipped with a crankshaft vibration
damper which plays an important part in
the general effect of smoothness.

The standard Plymouth V8 engine has
a 3.13 inch stroke and 301 cubic inch dis-
placement. The Fury uses a crankshaft
from one of Chrysler’s Canadian lines
having a stroke of 3.31 inches and giving
a swept volume of 318 cubes. Other Fury
parts are twin four-barrel carbs, the cam-
shaft and vibration damper just described,
stiffer valve springs, high compression
pistons (Fury's ¢/r is 9.25 and standard is
8.5), special dual-breaker distributor, and
a heavy duty clutch. While the standard
Plymouth has a single exhaust system with
2.25-inch main pipe and 2-in. tail pipe,
the Fury has a dual setup with 1.875-inch
main pipes and 2-in. tail pipes. While the
advertised bhp and torque figures for other
Plymouth models are based on 98 octane
(research method) fuel, the Fury's are
based on 105-octane kraftstoff.

The Fury engine is optionally available
on many other Plymouth models: the
Plaza, Savoy, and Belvedere V8's. This will
appeal to many buyers because the Fury
model is loaded with extra bric-a-brac, all
of which must be paid for. With the V-800
engine option the other Plymouth models
come equipped with the police-and-taxi
heavy duty suspension components and
wheels with six-in. rims all included in the
price of $245. While the stick-shift Fury
is normally fitted with 3.54 final drive
gears and the automatic trans with 3.36',
a huge range of options is available: 3.18,
3.73, 39, 4.1, and 4.3. Also on tap as
special export ratios (for the Himalayas?)
are 4.56 and 4.89!

All Detroit super-stock cars and sports
cars to date have been equipped with
hrakes that are no different than those
used on less potent standard models. The
Fury follows this practice although heavy
duty, fade-resistant linings are available.
The 11 x 2 inch center-plane brakes used
on the Plymouth are exceptionally good
by Detroit standards. They are powerful
and show little tendency to pull to the side.
One brutal test that is highly revealing is
a hard stop from 100 mph or better. Many
cars will have no brakes left after one stop
like this, but our Fury's binders suffered
little from this punishment. The ten-stop
fade test from 60 mph told a more critical

continued on next pﬂge

SPORTS CAR OWNERS

PATENT IPENDING

MOUNT YOUR FRONT
LICENSE PLATE
(Fits MGA Only)
e MEETS CALIFORNIA &
OTHER STATES'

DEFEND YOUR GR
(Fits MGA Only)

e BOLTS DIRECTLY TO
THE FRAME

NO HOLES TO DRILL
REQUIREMENTS 2

Ldvense plate must e at least e RUGGED ONE-PIECE
124 from the ground CONSTRUCTION
DRAG-PROGF EXCEPTIONALLY STR

L]
e “CUSTOM QUALITY"
CHROME PLATED
e MADE OF 1 DIAME

BOLTS RIGIDLY TO THE

FRONT BUMPER

e NO HOLES TO DRILL
Tses the same mounting
hles as the British bracket

e RUGGED OMNE-PIECE
CONSTRUCTION

e MADE OF HEAYY GAUGE

ALUMINUM

CUSTOM DESIGNED

FOR THE MGA

#I 75 PRICE INCLUDES
TAN & POSTAGE
SORRY NO C.0.D.

ACCESSORY E

e CUSTOM DESIGNED
FOR THE MGA

18.75

TAN & IMORTAGE

EXTRA HEAVY, STRUC-
TURAL STEEL TUBING

I'RICE INCLUDES
SORRY NO C.0.D.

CARRY YOUR LUGGAGE
(Fits MGA, Austin Healey, Triumph, Corvette
& T-Bird)

e IDEAL FOR WEEK-EMD EXCURSIONS
OR THAT “‘TWO WEEK VACATION"'

o COMPLETELY REMOVABLE

e NO HOLES TO DRILL

e CAN BE MOUNTED & REMOVED IN
SECONDS

e SITS ON FOUR LARGE, RUBBER
SUCTION CUPS

ILLE e HELD IN PLACE BY FOUR EASILY

ADJUSTED, STAINLESS STEEL STRAPS

® APPROXIMATE SIZE—20'" x 30°

e CONSISTS OF A HEAVILY CHROME
PLATED, TUBULAR STEEL FRAME & FOUR
STURDY, FINISHED HARD WOOD SLATS

s PLEASE STATE MAKE & YEAR OF CAR
IN ORDER

ONG

o *24 75

TER,

PRICE INCLUDES
TAX & I'OSTAGE
SORRY NO C.0.D.

LICENSE PLATE MOUNT

NGINEERING

P.O. BOX 415, MANHATTAN BEACH, CALIFORNIA

Dealers Inquiries Invited

e | NEW LOCATION:
™ | 811 SCARSDALE AVE.

' </ SCARSDALE, N.Y.
5'/
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS
AND ACCESSORIES
FOR YOUR

FOREIGN CAR

HU.'I

(ggm uine

RALLY CLOCK
Extremely Accurate.
Finest Quality
Craftsmanship and
Construction.
$55.50

3-REGISTER
CHRONOGRAPH
With

12 hr. Recorder
$89.50

FOREIGN PARTS

Mail Address ’ P.O.

BOX 46, BRONXVILLE, N. Y.

VOLKSWAGEN OWNER'S HAHDBOOI(

wawag, |
Al gy

ey
144 pages

owniR's
over 150 illustrations

compLITE

Here is @ brand new book
every YW owner and pro-
spective owner will want.
Written by Clymer Publi-
cations’ Technical Editor,
Hank Elfrink, who has re-
cently visited Europe and attended the YW me-
chanics school, this book gives full details on
care and servicing of the VW, in nontechnical
language. A MUST for the VW owner and en-
thusiast. Postpaid . ....52.00

Floyd Clymer, 1268 S. Alvarado,

AROUND THE WORLD

with Motorcycle and Camera

This thiill-packed travel book by German journal-
ists and expert photogruphers, Eitel and Rolf
Lang=, has many photos and maps of their recent
around-the-world journey by motoreycle and side-
car. Educational, humorous and fascinating story
of their experiences in every country. 94 photos
of famous people and places. Gives details of
cests, regulotions, problems and all information
the world traveler will want to know. 230 pages.

NEW, JUST OUT. Postpaid $2.50
Deluxe (Fabrikoid bound with

gold leaf lettering). Postpaid $4.00

OTHER BOOKS

1956 INDIANAPOLIS YEARBOOK. $1.50
FORD OWNER'S HANDBOOK ... $2.00
CHEVROLET OWNER'S HANDBOOK. $2.00
PLYMOUTH OWNER'S HANDBOOK $2.00
THE SPORTS CAR ENGINE $1.50
THE MODERN CHASSIS $2.00
MODEL T FORD SCRAPBOOK 52.00

Catalog on 100 bool(s—FR.EE'“
Dept.sC-8 Los Angeles 6, Calif.
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ARS ILLUSTRATED

SPORTS C

Won't chip or peel. Water-
proof — fadeproof. Use on
Luggage, Sports Equip-
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc.
See your local dealer or
write for FREE informa-
tion and color chart.

Chicago 21, Ill. Dept. SC-8,

AUGUST 57

Neu Und Alte!!

Bargain closeouts from our old accessory line:

VW gas pedals, aluminum with rubber tread, slip on
any VW in seconds. $3, were $6.50.

VW twin carburetor sets, complete kit for NEW CAR.
Were $85, now $55.

JUNGHANS pocket type stop watches, dial shows min-
utes, seconds, 1/10ths. Were $35, now $24.95.

VW or Porsche HARDI fuel pumps ELECTRIC, & volt,
were $20, now §15.

Messko clock dial tire testers in leather cose. $2, were
$3.50.

UR new catalogs are in print. Copy mailed
on request.
Here are o few representative items, all high quality!
Draeger tire testers, bourdon tube racing type, $5.95.
HOPTIX rechargeable flashlights, plug inte 110V AC
socket, $7.95.
VACU BOY G vacuum per. The 11
TICAL sweeper made. 12 or 110V, $17.95.
SIMICHROME polish, for chrome or aluminum, 69¢ large
tube.
Weymann leather wox, $1.50 large tin.
FRISCHDIENST, foaming detergent for cleaning uphol-
stery or car tops. Package sufficient for 1.3 gallons,
19¢.
14 Karat, the paint that makes chrome look like GOLD.
Brush top can, $1.98.

COMPETITION CHEMICALS
Box 141, lowa Falls, lowa

PRAC-

JOMAR MK 2
85 BHP Climax Engine

1040 lbs.—Aluminum Body—fantastic corner-
ing. Ready to race $4595. Also available with
1500¢ce “Climax" engine.

SAIDEL SPORTS RACING CARS
40-56 Merrimack St., Manchester, N. H.
New and Used Imported Cars, Domestic and
Foreign Trade-ins accepted. Authorized Deal-
ers: MG, Austin, Morris, Borgward, Alfa,
Hillman, Sunbeam, Triumph, Citroen, Pan-
hard, Simeca, SAAB, DKW, A.C., Isetta,

Vespa.

Is your leather or plastic
upholstery faded or worn?
RamCote restores the
original color and texture
to your car's upholstery.
You can change color,
too! Available In eleven

FLEXIBLE

FINISHES

Restores — Colors

Protects Leather,

Leatherette and
Vinyl Plastic

standard colors and clear.
Any shade obtainable by
inter-mixing colors. Easily
brush or spray.

applied,

RAMCOTE PRODUCTS
1141 W. 69th St.

Specialists in Service for
Jaguar - MG & Austin-Healey
Now Specializing in
LANCIA

OSSIE & REG

2800 So. Crenshaw, Los Angeles
RE. 2-0470
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Plymouth Fury R.T.

continued from preceding page

story. By the fifth stop there was a 42 per
cent loss of braking power and only about
one inch of pedal was left. After the sixth
stop we let the brakes rest for exactly one
minute and on the next stop they had
bounced back to 85 per cent of their orig-
inal effectiveness, They are good brakes;
they're not fade-proof but they recuperate
fast.

Our observer who reads the decelerom-
cter during these tests is in the habit of
bracing himself against being flung for-
ward violently when the brakes are jammed
on. But after our first emergency stop in
the Fury he looked up with a broad grin.
The instrument told him that we had
braked very hard, but he had hardly
needed to brace himself at all. Under the
hardest braking the Fury did not nose
down perceptibly.

Another key to the new Plymouth’s im-
proved handling is the adoption of ball-
joints in place of pivot pins in the front
suspension. The old style suspension al-
lowed only slight positive or negative caster
adjustment, and this no doubt involved a
certain amount of binding.at the pins. But
a ball joint is virtually impossible to bind
and the new front suspension permits as
much as 2.5 degrees of positive caster.

The more positive caster you have, the
stronger the car’s self-righting tendency on
coming out of turns and the more resist-
ance there is to putting it into a turn. As
a concession to the lazy driver Detroit gen-
crally favors negative caster, which implies
less effort to begin the turn. Other factors,
such as king pin inclination, can ease the
chore of getting out of the turn.

In the past, the average Chrysler product
has had an available range of caster run-
ning from minus 0.5 to minus 1.75 or 2.0
degrees. With manual steering the adjust-
ment was set well on the negative side
but, even with power stccring to do the
work, little positive caster was available.
This contributed to the dead and flaccid
character of Chrysler-product steering re-
sponse as we've known it in recent years.

With the new setup and with power
steering Plymouth uses 0.75 degrees of
positive caster, which livens the steering
response. Manual-steering cars are set at
0.75 degrees negative caster. However, the
owner who wants strong self-righting ac-
tion coming out of turns can have up to
at least 2.5 degrees of positive caster by
simply adding dealer-available shims be-

tween the upper control arm inner pivot
brackets and the frame sub side-member
brackets. It’s easy to tailor this part of the
steering to your personal preference.

Plymouth's '57 bodies are very contro-
versial and we were showered with un-
solicited opinions on the Fury's styling.
All observers were in agreement on the
attractive cleanness of the design. But
there were no vague opinions on the fins:
they excited either strong acceptance or
total rejection. Sales figures are proving
that the wedge profile of the Chrysler
family of cars is a hit on the market.

The Plymouth is styled to “read” as
long and wide as possible, the body di-
mensions at the fender line being very
close to the outer bumper dimensions. The
greenhouse comes very close to matching
the full body width and consequently
there’s adequate interior space for seven
or even eight occupants of average size.
Padding is necessarily thin over the shaft
tunnel. The steeply-raked wraparound
windshield is pleasantly free from distort-
ing effects. The windows are almost flush
with the outside of the windshield and
roof pillars, which is a factor in reducing
wind noise. It's possible to drive this car
at 100 mph with the windows down and
not be buffeted unpleasantly by the wind.
In a great many cars wind-drumming can
become unbearable in the passenger space
at 50 mph if one window is partially open.

Eyebrows over headlights are used wide-
ly because they make cars seem longer.
This is their only excuse for existence and
it must be admitted that, as used on the
Plymouth, they make for a well-balanced
composition. But they exact a heavy price
in terms of wind drag at high speeds and
just sit there consuming power and fuel.
We'd like to see this basically-clean body
evolve into a shape similar to that of
Chrysler's experimental Dart.

In our opinion the *57 Plymouth is a
beautiful car, designed with excellent taste.
The Fury is the best-handling U. S. pro-
duction sedan we know of. It is a fast car
but not grotesquely so. It has very strong
acceleration with automatic transmission
but must be re-cammed if optimum per-
formance is to be enjoyed with a manual-
shift box. Its fuel consumption is moderate
at steady low speeds but this is not a car
that wants to be driven with a light foot;
you'll do well to get 14 mpg on an average
run. The brakes are better than average
for Detroit, the ride is superlative. Like
all the rest, the car has a bug or two. And
it has some virtues that its competitors are
unable to match.

—Griff Borgeson

By Hand

(Continued from page 31)

The rear suspension follows a practice
that is well proved, although perhaps not
as popular as it once was. Two trailing
quarter elliptic springs carry the solid MG
rear axle and final drive unit. Torque
and braking reactions are controlled by
outboard radius rods. The method of at-
taching the springs and radius rods to the
rear axle is of special interest. Box-type
brackets are fabricated of sheet stock and
welded to the axle housing top and bot-

tom. at the same point that originally car-
ried the stock spring hangers. The upper
brackets, about six inches in length, carry
the trailing end of the radius rods. The
lower brackets, slightly longer than those
at the top, accommodate the spring eyes
of the quarter elliptics. This is in effect a
Watt’s link and its action under braking
and acceleration is easy to evaluate. Under
acceleration the tendency is for the axle
housing to rotate in the opposite direction
of the wheel. The forces exerted against
the radius rod are, of course, to the rear
and have the effect of transfering the
weight to the rear. Weight transferance
under severe braking is to the front, but
conlinued on next page
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