letters

home-grown items

I very much enjoyed your article on
Martin Tanner’s Special and also the ones
on Eyerly’s and Poole’s cars. I think it
is very encouraging to many readers that
a modest amount of money and a lot of
ambition and ingenuity can develop an
automobile that will beat the best from
Europe.

The last few months’ improvements in
your magazine are causing it to become
the favorite sport car magazine of many
readers. Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,
E. S. Mac Arthur, President
Class H Car Club

legal aid

I noticed with much interest in the
March issue of SCI the letter of Mr.
William Olthoff of North Bergen, New
Jersey, about the difficulties he has had
insuring his 1600 Porsche.

Being a sports car enthusiast and owner
of sports cars myself and also being in
the insurance business, I have lately had
many calls from a number of people ask-
ing for help with their insurance, es-
pecially since the new law for Liability
and Property Damage Insurance went
into effect in New York State.

The fact of the matter is that no in.
surance company has the right to in.
crease its rates on Property Damage In.
surance because of a foreign car which
on Liability and Property Damage takes
exactly the same rate as an American
automobile.

Mr. Olthoff in North Bergen, New
Jersey, has a basic rate of $54 on
$10,20,000. Liability Insurance and a
basic rate of $22 on $5,000 Property Dam.
age Insurance on his Porsche car — pro.
viding the car is used for pleasure only
and that he is over 25 years of age. To
give him some idea of how a rate can
increase, however, he must understand
that if he isunder25 this rate would be
increased approximately three times. He
also should realize that if he uses his car
for business, for instance, and is over
25, there would be an increase from $54
to $82.80 and from the $22 to $34. This,
however, has nothing to do with the par-
ticular car and these rates apply to
European as well as American cars.

As far as Fire and Theft are concerned,
the rates applying to foreign cars on Fire
and Theft Comprehensive as well as on
Collision do not vary greatly from those
of the American automobiles.

It might also be of interest to know that
if a person owns two or more cars, these
can be instired under a “One Chauffeur
Warranty” providing one car is used at
a time which means that the second and
third car would only cost 259 of the
first car’s insurance rate. Up to January
30, 1957 this type of saving was also pos.
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Now! Send no cash! SCI readers ordering on coupon below have
privilege of charging books with
Robert Bentley, Inc. 8 Ellery St. Cambridge 38, Mass.

$12.00 or over! FREE

THE BIG RACE $4.00
BEST ACTION ILLUSTRATIONS EVER!

The Road & Track reviewer says: "Printed in Germany and described
as ‘the story of motor racing' this 216-page book written by Ernst
Rosemann includes 88 pages of well-written text . . . much better
than found in any other account we have read. The 128 pages

with every purchase of

regular price

128 full page illustrations

of illustrations by Carlo Demand are alone worth the price of the book—rhey are absolutely sensational.
Arranged chronologically, and carefully indexed as o subject, these illustrations portray motor racing’s

progress . . . Every prominent or ontitanding car i shown in us respective era . . . Gives the story
behind every big race from the first, and covers the careers of some of the most exciting names n racing
history. The beautiful action illustrations depict some of the biggest moments in the biggest races, described

i many cases by the aciunal drivers themselves, Mercedes-Benz 'S2 to '55 racing covered fully. 10.8% x 7.377.

36 The Big Race (on book purchases less than 512.00) ... eeeenn 54,00
% ¢ o ————

FI?EE with every purchase t.:f 6‘.00 or over High-performance
High-Performance Cars ‘56-'57 (ars
1956-57

Regular Price $2.00

Partial Table of Contents: My Year with Ferrari, by Peter Collins; Covering
the Mille Miglia The Hard Way; The Performance of 1,500 c.c. Sports Cars in
1956 Racing; Production Car Racing; Le Mans—The Winning Jaguar; Vanwall
and B.R.M.; Cars of 1957; Gas Turbine Cars; Road Test Refiections, by John
Bolster; The Grand Prix Gordini; The B.R.M.: 750 § Ferrari: A. C. Ace Bristol;
Cooper and Lotus, by Theo Page; The D-Type Jaguar; Page in the Paddock—
Silverstone; Jaguar XK-140; Austin-Healey "Six”"; Bentley "S"; Modified Volks-
wagen; Mercedes-Benz 190 SL; A TR2 Plus; Lancia Aurelia; Denzel; Aston
Mardn DB3S; Austin 105; A Pair of Porsches; "Alpine’' and "Monte.”
12 High Performance Cars '56-'57 (on purchaie less than S6.00)

$2.00

Third FREE Offer! Order 518.00 or more worth of books on cowpon below and
get both The Big Race and High Performance Cars '56-'57 FREE' If you

already have one of these ask for our Swrprite Substitute!

155 The Sports Car: Its Design and Perform-
ance By Colin Campbell. The Technical Corres-
pondence Editor, Road & Track, in answer to a
request for a good reference book on suspension and
chassis design says: "', . . by far the best book is The
Sports Car: Its Design and Performance, by Colin
Campbell . . ." Owr fastest selling sporti car book.
The first thorough and systematic treatment of the
sports car from a technical point of view, yet in lay-
man’s language. Parcial Table of Contents . . . Chap-
ters: Development of the Sports Car; Engine: Cylin-
der Head Design; Engine: Induction and Exhaust;
Engine: Miscellaneous Components; Engine: The
Trend of Design; Road-Holding; Suspension; Chassis
& Body; Transmission; Brakes; Tuning; Performance;
Furture Development; Glossary of Technical Terms:
Index. ............... e ..56.50

57 Complete Jaguar Factory Service Manval
for MK VII and XK 120 Models. After 6 yrs. of
looking, we've found a few! Order Today. There
probably won't be another opportunity. A must for
XK 120 or Mk VII owners.... v §12.50
5% Motor Racing cdited by y . Brand
New! Not only the thrilling story of a greac sport,
but a mechanical guide to the intricacies of motor
engineering in deil, from drawing board to the
complete car, illustrated throughour with accurace
drawings and many photographs. Some chapter head-
ings: Grand Prix Racing ( Moss); Sports Car Design
( Heynes of Jaguar); Preparation { Wyer of Astwon-
Martin); Racing Car Design ( Uhlenhaur of Merce-
des); Disc Brakes; Engine Design; Policy of Design
{ Nallinger of Mercedes}; Carburetor & Supercharg-
ing; Spark Plugs; Racing Tires; Brakes & Brake Lin-
ings; Braking Problems; Hill Climbing; Motor Racing
Promoton; 50Ucc Racing ( John Cooper) erc...58.50

41  Maintaining The Breed by John Thornley.
Up-to-date expanded edition of the great saga of MG
racing cars. 178 pages.............o......... -.835.00
20 Pursuit of Victory by Karl Kling. Autobiog-
raphy of a leading German driver. 90 photos..54.00
37 Juan Manval Fangio, World Champion. An
intimate study of Fangio's life & character. Lavishly

illastrdred: o R i L R R SR 0N
77 Racing Sports Cars. Brand new by authors of
Drivers in Action, packed with thrills., $2.95

84 Volkswagen Owner’'s Handbook. Full de-
tails on care & servicing of the beetle in non-techni-
cal language, straight from the VW Mechanics School
by Hank Elfrink. The firsz accessory your VW de-
£ . TR ....52.00
18 Three-Pointed Star: The f Mer-
cedes-Benz by David Scou-Moncrieff with St John
Nixon and Clarence Pager. Far-and-away the benr
book on the Mercedes. 5157 x 8157, 478 pages, 78
photos .o ....57.50
56 "MOTOR" Yearbook 1957.. ..§4.50

" 83 Press on Regardless. "One of the most

entertainingly funny books abour sports car people
you've ever read.”" Road & Track...........c........ §2.95
78 The Racing Car: Develop and Design.
From 1895 to 1956. After Pomeroy's Grand Prix

Car, the best SUMMArY.....coocevnereannrnns .. 86.50
40 Blackwell Calculator, Mk 1. .54.50
42 Blackwell Calculator, Mk 2. §7.50
43  Blackwell Calculator, Mk 4. $12.50
46  Blackwell Calculator, Mk 5. §9.00
47 Stevens Rally Indicator ... ... ....57.50
17 Sports Car Rallies, Trials and Gymkhanas.
First book on subject. Big 814" x 11" size....$5.00
5 Tuning for Speed and Economy. .$4.00
G Drivers in Action .................. .83.50
99 MG Workshop Manual B k)
7 Sports and Classic Cars... 512.50

141  Grand Prix Car, Vol. 1 by Pomeroy. 516.50
142 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 2 by Pomeroy. $20.00
143 Grand Prix Car, 2 volume ser.____._....532.50
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165 Auvtomobile Year 1957 ( Annual Auto-
mobile Review from Switzerland) Berter than
ever! The most luxurious picture-and-word re-
view of motoring, racing and design. Hard covers
Qlae x 1215+, Supplies limited. Buy this from
Bentley and get a tree copy of High Perform-
ance Cars 1957 or count toward your FREE
copy of The Big Race......_.......................59.95

115 Car Driving As An Art by Davis.........53.00
100} Tuning and Maintenance of MG's __ 54.50
3% From Veteran to Vintage by Karslake and
Pomeroy. Highly praised Aug. R & T........... 8850
151 Modern Sports Car by McCahill -§3.95
138 Design and Tuning of Competition En-
gines by Philip Smith........... :
76  Automobile Chassis Design..
15 Caracciola {autobiography) i
13 Targa Florio . .. . T e ..$4.00
2% The High Speed Internal Combustion En-
gine by Ricardo. The classic work ...........811.00
161 The Volkswagen Story, Beyond Expecta-
MO sinsmideneesesis 300
175 Stirling Moss’ Bo or Sport £3.00
45 Automobile Engineer’s =

Reference Book. 57 British
automobile specialists contribure
half-a-million words in 1664
pages, 1010 diagrams, 255 pho-
s in 30 main sections cov-
ering every aspect of the design
and production of motor cars.
Buy it from us and gef a free
copy of borh The Big Race
and High Performance Cars
1957 e, 520,00
48 Austin Healey 100 Fac-
tory Service Manual. Thru
‘56, A must for the Austin-
Healey owner........ _..88.50
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Devin Bodies

Many readers of Sports Cars Illustrated
have expressed an interest in the Devin
fibreglass body which was touched on in
the story “Small Bore, Big Pull” (May SCI).
Literally hundreds of letters and postcards
have been received by Bill Devin all asking
for details on construction, types of chassis
to which the body can be fitted, etc., and
for those who might like to learn a little
more about the Devin body, here are some
facts relative to it:

The Devin Fibreglass-plastic body is now
available in nine sizes to fit chassis with
wheelbases ranging from 78" to 94", tread
from 40" to 52”. The body has the same
configuration and beautiful, functional
lines in all sizes, but has been re-scaled in
each instance to take advantage of the
stock features of the chassis in various
popular size ranges. In other words, the
best performing and most available sports
cars were carefully considered as possible
bases for the bodies in each size. The 88"
wheelbase TR, for example, takes a Devin
body nicely with no modification to frame,
running gear or mechanical components.
Bill doesn’t advocate that you throw away
a perfectly good TR body, necessarily, but
if you can find one with fairly extensive
body damage at a reasonable price you can
build yourself a featherweight sports car
with one of the best looking bodies in the
world for a figure that’s easy on the pocket-
book. Incidentally, shucking that TR body
will drop many, many pounds off the 2,600
Ibs. which most TR’s scale. The Devin
body weighs only about 100-150 Ibs. You'll
have a race machine with production-car
reliability, as well as a genuine ‘flat-out’

look.

A couple of interesting cars are under con-
struction at Bill's shop right now. One is
an Austin Healey which was bought from
an insurance company. The engine had
caught fire and burned the car somewhat,
but chassis, chrome wire wheels, rear end
and steering were perfect. This is the kind
of thing we're talking about. A young man
paid a mere $150 for the works after the
good parts of the body had been canna-
balized. Devin has dropped the appropri-
ate body right onto the chassis and the
owner is installing a Chevrolet V8 where
the hot four used to be. Moving it back in
the frame for better handling was easy be-
cause many normal Healey goodies didn’t
have to be displaced and there is much
room in the Devin body. Anyway, this lad
will have a going piece of machinery at a
fantastically low price when he gets
through.

If you have a modicum of mechanical
talent you can build yourself a street or
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competition machine using regular sports
car frames and components. For instance,
the little Volkswagens can be adapted
simply and easily and slipped under one
of the smaller Devin bodies...and it's not
unusual to find a VW which has been
rolled and crushed, and which can be had.
The run of the mill Crosley, MG, Fiat,
Hillman, Renault, etc., can be Devinized
by vou with good results.

For those who prefer larger equipment,
Bill is now making a chassis, especially
engineered for performance, using altered
Ford parts. All the machine work has been
done and the chassis (tubular frame, front
and rear suspension and axles) is ready to
receive any engine, including the late big
OHV 8s, and the Devin Body. You bolt
on wheels (with your own choice of brakes)
steering (Ford Gemmer suggested) etc., all
obtainable at low cost from used parts
emporiums in your own home town.

Devin is also busy building competition
cars. As most of you know, last year his
cars were National champions in point
standings in their classes, and he will de-
sign and build winning mounts in any
division using your engine or providing
everything. Prices by negotiation, of course.
(For further information write to Bill
Devin, Devin Enterprises, 44500 Sierra
Hwy., Lancaster, California.)

Back to the body, note the clean lines of
the car. The headrest is optional (r. or 1.)
and molded (lined) doors, cockpit liner
with bucket seats, molded hood and deck
lids and re-inforced hood and deck open-
ings can be specified as well. All bodies
are priced at $295 FOB Lancaster (in-
cludes crating, trimming and F.E.T.) or
are available at more than 50 dealers in
U.S. and aboard. Send $1.00 deposit to
Bill Devin, Devin Enterprises, 44500 Sierra
Hwy., Lancaster, Calif., for scaled draw-
ings and full information on how to install
the Devin body on the chassis of your
choice. This deposit will be returned with
order.

Write for name of nearest dealer in U. S,
Hawaii or these countries: Peru, Puerto
Rico, Mexico, Venezuela, British Colum-
bia, Canada, Costa Rica, Luxembourg,
Argentina, South Africa, Uruguay, South
Viet-Namh, Portugal, Cuba.

( Advertisement )
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(Continued from page 5)

sible in New York State which, however,
revoked this ruling known as “More Auto.
mobiles than Operators Ruling” as of that
date. In other states the regulation still
holds.

I would be glad to answer any other
questions your readers may have. My ad.
dress is 102 Maiden Lane, New York 5,
N. Y. My telephone number: HAnover
2.6250.

Yours sincerely,
A. E. Goldschmidt

Mr. Goldschmidt is well known in racing
circles—Ed.

talented mechanics

It was gratifying to see the talents of
two very fine mechanics acknowledged in
“More Push For The Porsche” (SCI,
January 1957). Dale Reuter and Al
Cecchel (shown holding a cylinder head
in an illustration accompanying the ar.
ticle) rescued my tived 1951 Austin A-40
from oblivion earlier this year when 1
lived in Bakersfield. Their ministrations
included head.milling, balancing, and
sufficient tuning to somehow make an
earnest TD.gobbler out of what had been
a slug.

So let it be known that Porsches are
not the only things these gentlemen can
fix.

Very truly,
E. N. Story
Berkeley, California

to drool or not .. ..
As a Bugatti owner allow me to correct

a misapprehension in Ken Purdy’s April
SCI article on F. H. Ludington’s Type
59. Some Bug fanatics have been known
to drool at the sight of this car —me, for
instance. Only thing is, I've learned to
keep a straight face, gulp rapidly and
swallow. This way, I won't leave a tell.
tale spot on the floor to mar the good
work of Messrs. Addams and Stein.

Best regards,

Dick Goldberg, Past President

Rolls Royvee Owners Cub

Tuckahoe, New York

open class?

Your magazine Sports Cars IHlustrated is
terrific.

[ write vou because 1 have an idea that
would give a lot of fellows like myself
more incentive to build and to race onr
own cars. As it now stands amateur
builders and drivers can run into some
pretty stiff competition.

."'illpp(!bt' there was an event in races
tailoved to encourage ingenuity,

I suggest a §3,500.00 claiming race. Just
like horse races. I suggest it be an open
class, long distance event. Fender, fender-
less, big or little engine. All regulations to



be for safety’s sake.
I further suggest running on gas, no fuel.
What a colorful scramble this could be,
but most important, what a wonderful
incentive to build more for less, in the true
American Spirit.
Sincerely,
John Tavian

The Canada Class (June ’57) is an attempt
to bring just such a situation about. It
bears study.—ED

Could you please tell me how many
MG-TA's there are in the United States?
I am thinking very seriously of putting a
56 Chevy V8 in a 1937 MG-TA if it is not
o scarce or too expensive.

Think SCI is the best on the market.

Yours truly,

R. Hunter Lewis

Box 4765, Tucker Dorm.
N. C. State College
Raleigh, N. C.

I frankly wouldn’t advise this. The TA is
virtually the same as the TC but with a
smaller bore and larger stroke. The chassis
is a bit whippy for the Chev and you'd
run into serious gear problems as well.
You'd be far better off using the TD which
would probably cost less and which has a
much sturdier chassis though not the clas-
sical good looks of the earlier series MG
cars.—Ed.

I was very interested to read in your
March issue in the article “Quick and
Deadly”, page 62, your remarks concern-
ing the Swandean Spitfire Special. I hope
you will not take it amiss if, as manufac-
turers of this car, I do slightly correct the
facts as you present them. Firstly, at
Brighton International Speed Trials I
have used up to 4000 r.p.m. in the gears
and reached within 2 seconds of the course
record for the standing kilometre despite a
shockingly slow gear shift (inherent in
design) . T would like to mention in view
of your remark “is none too safe” that 1
do not know the source of your informa-
tion but T have driven “Spitfire” at around
175 m.p.h. and she is the steadiest car I
have ever driven at high speed. You may
be interested to know that “Spitfire” is now
in St. Louis where I understand her new
owner is having a sports body shell fitted
for road use!

Regarding the “Triangle Spitfire Spe-
cial”, this car was driven with great success
by Ted Lloyd-Jones but it has always been
known as the “Triangle Flying Saucer”
It does not contain a Rolls-Royce Merlin
cngine as in “Spitfire” but a 21 litre un-
blown Rolls-Royce Kestrel of circa 1930.
The “Flying Saucer” made fastest time of
the day at Brighton and Ramsgate, our
two premier sprints, in 1953 & 1954 and
has not been raced since. I have now pur-
chased this car and hope to drive it shortly.

Yours very truly,

F. M. Wilcock

Swandean Garage Lud.
Arundel Rd., Durrington
Worthing, Sussex
England

ANNOUNCING THE SENSATIONAL

MotoMeter 3-In-I
Dash Instruments

For the VW

{1956 and Later)

® GAS LEVEL GAUGE
® OIL TEMP. GAUGE
® AMMETER

ALL IN ONE 2% " CHROME CASE

® The warld’'s most compact, all-
electrie instrument made especially
for the VW and Karmann-Ghia. Ac-
curate and reliable operation. Easy
installation, Fits right into dash-
board. Complete step-by-step instal-
lation instructions. 235" chrome case.

SEPARATE, FULL-SIZE INSTRUMENTS ALSO AVAILABLE

Fuel Level Gauge, with Warning Light,
For 1956 VW and Later

Precision Ammeter
il Temperature Gauge

Chromed Under-Dash Mounting Bracket
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FOR TERRIFIC GET-AWAY! FOR ECONOMY'!

ABARTH

" Others: 2-Barrel

VW* - PORSCHE*
190-SL - BORGWARD
XK-140* - FIAT
DAUPHINE - 4-CV

For ANY Car!

AUTOMOTIVE
INDOOR-OUTDOOR

AlR
Thermometer

®m Now available in America! The world’s only
Indoor-Outdoor Automotive Thermometer. In-
dicates inside and outside air temperatures.
Warning Light automatically signals iee con-
ditions on the road. A terrific safety device!
The instrument is illuminated, and can be
installed in ANY car. 2%~ chrome dial.

TH-311-6V (For 6-Volt Systems) $0.95

TH-311-12V (For 12-Volt Systems)  $9.95

Chromed Under- Dash Mounting Bracket $1.75

Free-Exhaust
MUFFLERS

®m Step np your engine power emormonsly
with this revolutionary, free-exhaust muffler
by ApartH of Italy, makers of the systems
used on the Grand Prix Ferrari, Mercedes,
Alfa Romeo, Maserati and other fabulous
cars. ABARTH-equipped cars attest to the
absolute dependability, power increase and
economy of this World Championship system
in strenuous racing, as well as daily street
use! ABArTH has no diaphragms, baffles or
double-circuit flow paths. The dual wall,
with Fibre-Glass core, transforms exhaust
noise into a deep, pleasant tone. The AnARTH
system fully removes exhaust gases and
permits efficient entry of unexploded mixture,
prolonging the life of pistons, rings, valves,
etc. Don't delay! Drive the AmArTH way.

FROM MOTOMETER OF GERMANY
Competition-Type
Tire Testers

® Correct tire pressure is vital for top acceler-
ation, peak performance and proper cornering
technique. MoTest gauges are accurate and
ruzged instruments with Calibration Control,
They can even be used as Master Gauges!
Capillary-type, as shown, 9-43 lbs.* £2.95
Clock-type, 27 dial, 10-50 pounds® 1.05
Including Genuine Leather Pouch

Write For Booklet « Dealer Inquiries Invited
FISHER PRODUCTS - 21-25 44th DRIVE - L. I. CITY 1, N.
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