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for the left bank after the steering gear
box was moved. The steering on the
Healey is of the drag link variety and
mounts on the outside of the frame rail
so it was easily moved outboard for engine
clearance by cutting a piece of 2% inch
aluminum plate with a band saw to match
the gear box bolt pattern and then using
longer bolts into the frame. This move-
ment at the frame necessitated a slot in
the floor panel for the column and the dash
panel bracket was left stock so that the
steering wheel was swung to the right one
inch. The steering- geometry was un-
changed and the wheel movement actually
gave maore clearance between the wheel
and the door for better driver control.

Two ’57 Nash rear engine mount brack-
ets were welded to the Healey frame rails
and matched the front insulators on the
’s7 engine perfectly. These new engine
mounts are 11 inches farther back than
those originally used for the six cylinder
engine. With the V8 engine 15 pounds
lighter than the six and the weight con-
centrated farther to the rear, the engine
swap was sure to give a better weight dis-
tribution front and rear. Rear mounts were
1957 Nash, part number 3150303, but
were shortened to keep the transmission
low enough so that there was plenty of
floor pan clearance.

The remainder of the swap included
such items as blocking off one of the two
Nash-Healey upper radiator connections,
moving the battery for clearance and
switching to a 12 volt battery, taking a
6 volt tap from the center of the battery

Bell housing at the
right of this photo came
with the 57 AM V8 but

could not be used with the
early transmission, due

to a wider spread of the

bolt pattern. Housing on

engine is from ’56
Nash Statesman and will
adapt the V8 to any early

Nash transmission.

A small notch

was cut in the top of the
Nash-Healey frame rail
to clear the starter
solenoid on the V8 engine.
Weth-inch steel plate
was then formed to

fit the cut and welded

in place to insure
maximum frame
strength.

Fine Italian lines, a British sports
‘chassis and American V8 horsepower
team up to make a versatile coupe
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to operate all instruments and ignition.
A “steady rod” was installed at the front
of the engine to prevent clutch chatter,
and the by-pass oil filter was lowered
slightly on its bracket to get hood clear-
ance.

The completed project is a joy to drive
and not only out-handles but out-acceler-
ates most U.S. production sports cars ac-
cording to Venable. The 255 horses per-
form equally well at low or high rpm’s and
Venable is so pleased with American
Motors’ V8 that he has sold the idea to
several more Nash-Healey owners. After
driving the car, we think that American
Motors could build a dandy sports car if
they tried. The Nash-Healey “suspension
and the AM V8 go together perfectly.

(Continued next page)
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Two ’57 Nash

rear mounting brackets
were welded in an inverted
position to the

Healey frame and gave
just the right angle and
hole location to match with
the stock insulators on the
327-inch American

Motors V8 engine. Holes
were elongated slightly.
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‘7‘5{, Sporis Coupe ...

There was no steering linkage problem with this swap
as in many installations since the Healey uses a drag
link type with no cross links. Note the steady rod
installed between engine and old mount for stability.

The only spot where any tight quarters existed was on
the lejt side but this was solved by moving the steering
gear box as shown above right, then fabricating
tubing headers. Exhaust manifold was used on right.

To get clearance between the left side of the engine
and the steering gear box, a 2Vi-inch thick piece of
aluminum was cut out with a band saw to match the
mounting flange and box moved outboard that amount.

Twelve volt battery was moved into a new position
behind wheel well and a 6-volt tap taken from the center
of the battery to supply all instruments, the ignition
and overdrive switches. Healey radiator cools V8 well.
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