letters

crosley special

For your collection of “under 750 CC”
sports cars, I am enclosing a few photos of
a modified Crosley, which has been under
construction by Mr. Don Brooks and my-
self for the past couple of years, and which
is now almost completed with the excep-
tion of hydraulic brake system, mechanical
brakes still being operated.

The cast iron block motor has been much
modified by the addition of Braje equip-
ment and dual carburetion, shortening of
drive shaft, etc., and conversion to right
hand drive. Radiator, fenders, and other
parts are original American Austin, with
odds and ends from many American cars.
Total weight of car ready for the road is
seven hundred eighty pounds, making for
excellent acceleration and roadability.

S. A. Thaler

Supervisors of Millcreck Township
2628 Colonial Avenue

Evie, Penn.

postponed requiem

Orchids to SCI for its splendid article.
“Play It By Ear”, (August, 1957). 1 espe-
cially appreciated your kind appraisal of
AK Miller’s fine attempt as the lone Amer-
ican entry.

As I see it, the newspapers missed a fine
opportunity to play up the human interest
angle. The “El Caballo”, being essentially
a highly modified Detroit iron, in its at-
tempt to win one of the most trying races
in the world against very expensive road
racing machines was in effect a Tom Swift
epic.

AK Miller's chrysler was financed largely
by contributions. Many who know as little
as I about high performance vehicles do
nated to the cause—hoping that an Ameri-
can product would dust off the foreign
mix-masters! Now that the Mille Miglia
is no longer, I don’t think the “El Caballo”
is of any further use. With the Mille Mig-
lia under his belt, AK should be able to
revamp the Chrysler accordingly.

Bill Weston
Eldorado, Ark.

AK is planning to race “El Caballo” in thes
country. First stop is Bonneville. Next,
racing on the West Coast in club events.

Ed.

(Continued on page 7)
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FREE with your subscription to The Autocar.
Start with the three huge Motor Show issues.

Visit the 1957 London Motor Show . . . for
only $10! Through the pages of The AUTOCAR
—the world’s leading automotive weekly—
you can, for three successive weeks, cross the
Atlantic and spend as long as you wish explor-
ing the new ’58 models, opening doors, and
peering under hoods. Totalling NEARLY 1,000
PAGES, the THREE greatly enlarged London
Show Numbers, in October, completely des-
cribe and picture the vast International Motor
Exhibition at Earls Court, London. Far from
the jostling crowds you will enjoy detailed,
stand-by-stand descriptions of NEXT YEAR'S
CARs, profusely illustrated with brilliant
photographs and clear technical drawings.
Why not subscribe to The AUTOCAR now?
Your subscription will start with these giant
1957 London Show issues AND we will send
you a FREE copy of the $2.00 ““ The Autocar

128 PAGE BOOK S

\.-»

Road Tests of 1957 Cars "’ with over 30 Road
Tests of the world’s leading cars. Clip this
order blank row . . . take out a year-long policy
that promises you at least 52 evenings when
you’ll enjoy the latest in automotive news,
‘“ know-how " and pictures brightly-
written factual reports covering the latest
international sporting events. The AUTOCAR
frequently scoops the world—features startling
‘“ exploded ’ drawings of the newest designs.
Clip and mail the coupon TODAY to make
sure of your copies of these grand London
Show Numbers and the book of Road Tests!

What you will read in these superb London Motor Show issues

The LONDON SHOW GUIDE 11 OCT.

Ilustrated, introductory details of
outstanding exhibits in the auto-
mobile, accessory and component
sections . . . a tabulated Buyers’
Guide with specifications, to the
1958 cars.

The LONDON SHOW REPORT 18 OCT.

The biggest issue — covers the
whole exhibition . a stand-by-
stand commentary by experts who
know just the sort of thing you
want to read . . . detailed specifica-

The LONDON SHOW REVIEW 25 OCT

A shrewd summing-up of the
whole 1957 London Motor Show.
A discussion of trends in design and
performance . . . a unique glimpse
into the motoring future.

tions of every model on view.

READ Hutocar EVERY WEEK

These special issues will also contain many of the regular features that have made The AUTOCAR
the most widely-read automotive weekly in the world. Don’t delay. Make sure of your copies by

acting at once.

Send off the order form below .

. . TODAY!

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY

To: Robert Bentley, Inc., 8 Ellery Street, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

YES: I should like to read The AuTtocaR—starting with 3 London Motor Show

Issues. Enter my order for:

|

|

I 1 1 year (52 issues) $10.00
] Enclosedis $..............

|

I

|

NAME

3 years (156 issues) $20.00
I will pay on receipt of your invoice.

Please send my free copy of *“ The Autocar Road Tests, 1957 >’ on completion of payment.

\ACOSCT o7

‘———_———_———————————J
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talented ...

I thought your SCI Capsule on the new
Minor 1000 (August issue) was very good,
and being a proud owner of one I agree
with you that this car has finally got the
power to go with the superior handling
and cornering characteristics of the Minor
suspegsion. I feel that in the next few
years, the Minor 1000 will take over the
market now invaded by the VW, as this
car has all the economy and flexibility of
the VW and a water cooled engine, good
heater, and a terrific suspension.
On acceleration, top speed in gears, and
overall top speed, my Minor 1000 agrees
with your SCI Capsule, but there is one
point on which I must disagree. Your ar-
ticle claims a 10 gallon petrol tank, and
joily olde England claims a 5 Imperial
gallon petrol tank. By multiplying the 5
Imperial gallons by the 1.20094 conversion
factor, I get a 6.0047 U.S. gallon gas tank.
I ran my Minor completely out of gas re-
cently, and refilled to the top with only
6.3 U.S. Gallons, including the filler neck
and all, so I am more willing to believe my
own figures than your SCI 10 gallon figure.
Perhaps you had best investigate this, or
you will have some angry “out-of-petrol”
Minor Owners writing you nasty letters.
Incidentally, Morris Minor Owners in the
Middle-West are forming a Morris Minor
Owners’ Club. We invite new members and
interested persons who would like to set
up local chapters in their area to write us;
Mr. Dane Hooper, 10602 Walden Parkway,
Chicago 43, Illinois.
Think your magazine has improved 1009}
in recent months, or maybe it’s just that
I'm reading more of it now, but am order-
ing my subscription now so I'll be sure to
get my issue every month.

Dane Hooper, president

Morris Minor Owners’ Club

help wanted

I now drive a Corvette equipped with a
powerglide transmission rigged so that the
car can be driven with my left leg only.
Needless to say, an automatic transmission
can not compare in performance with a
standard shift car, but due to an injury
received while in Korea, I have only par-
tial use of my right leg and cannot work
the accelerator and brake properly. 1 was
wondering if some of your readers would
know how I could rig the controls man-
ually so 1 could drive a standard shift car
with just my left leg? I would be extremely
grateful to hear from anvone who could
help me.

John C. Schenk, Jr.

3415 West 52 Strect

Cleveland 2, Ohio

(Continued on page 8)

Now! Send no cash! SCI readers ordering on coupon below have
privilege of charging books with Robert Bentley, Inc., 8 Ellery St., Cambridge 38, Mass.
Every order shipped or acknowledged the day it is received!

$12.00 or over! F RE

THE BIG RACE $4.00
BEST ACTION ILLUSTRATIONS EVER!

The Road & Track reviewer says: "Printed in Germany and described
as ‘the story of motor racing’ this 216-page book written by Ernst
128 full m i Rosemann includes 88 pages ot well written text . . . much better
' ull page illustrations than found in any other account we have read. The 128 pages
of illustrations br Carlo Demand are alone worth the price of the book—rihey are absolutely semsatsonal
Arranged chronologically, and carefully indexed as to subject, these illustrations portray motor racing's
progress . . . ﬁ::r) promsnent or owutstandsng car 15 showm sm sts respectsve era " Gives the story
behind every big race from the first, and covers the careers of some of the must exciting names sm racing
bsstory. The beautiful action illustrations depict some of the biggest moments in the biggest races, described
in many cases by ihe aciual drsvers themselves. Mercedes-Benz 'S2 to 'SS racing covered fully. 10.8” x 7.3,
36 The Big Race (on book purchases less tham $12.00) ... .. ... .. . .. apesssaimsT e . $4.00

FREE with every purchase of *6.00 or over

. -
Scottie Book of Motor Racing « ‘ T
by Stirling Moss ]
Describes techniques, drills and special skills that have made Stirling Moss Britain’'s
top racing driver. Best all-round introduction to the sport that exists. Illustrated. 142
pages. Partial Table of Contents: 1. How to Become a Racing Driver; 2. What is
acing Car?; 3. The Art of Driving Fast; 4. Team Control and Tactics; 5. Great .
Races and their Circuits; 6. Long-Distance Racing; 7. Rally, Hill Climb, Trial,
Sprints; 8. Speed Records; 9. Men of Today: a World Alphabet of Drivers. (¢ - Ny

49 Scottie Book of Motor Racing (on purchase less than $6.00)..............$1.00 L Lo SR
Third FREE Offer! Order $18.00 or more worth of books on coupon below and get | 5 : 4 '%
| R
155 The Sports Car: Its Design and Perform-

both The Big Race and Scottie Book of Motor Racing FREE’ If you already have

one of these ask for our Swrprise Substitute. Guaranteed to please.
ance By Colin Campbell. The Technical Corre-
spondence Editor, Road & Track, in answer to a

request for a good reference book on suspension and

with every purchase of

regular price

”

57 Complete Jaguar Factory Service Man-
val for MK VIl and XK 120 Models. After 6
yrs. of looking, we've found a few! Order Today!
There probably won't be another opportunity. A

must for XK 120 or Mk VII owners......$12.50 chassis design says: *'. . . by far the best book is The
48 Austin Healey 100 Factory Service Sports Car: IU“Dﬂlgﬂ and Performance, by Colin
Manval. Thru '56. A muss for the Austin-Healey mpbell . . ." Our fastess selling sports car book.
owner. TR $8.50 The first thorough and systematic treatment of the
sports car from a technical point of view, yet in lay-

ing and Maint of MGA by Philip man’s language. Partial Table of Contents . . . Chap-

ters: Development of the Sports Car; Engine: Cylin-
der Head Design; Engine Induction and Exhaust;
Engine: Miscellaneous Components; Engine: The
Trend of Design; Road-Holding; Suspension; Chassis
& Body: Transmission; Brakes; Tuning; Performance;
Future Development; Glossary of Technical Terms:
IODOX: iisiiinisicaunssiscstismtersns s ioriastasioitnssi e $6.50
58 Motor Racing edited by Sammy Davis. Brand

85 T

Smith. Devoted entirely to MGA and Magnette $5.00
86 Modern Racing Management by Wyer $4.50
87 World’'s Automobiles 1880-1955. Contains
an international alphabetical list of names, places and
dates of manufacture of almost 4,000 automobiles
mu(rd within the past 75 years. Essential rde’rence

4

41 9 Y. John Thorniey, ! {

Up-to-date expanded edition of the great saga of MG New! Not only the thrilling story of a great sport,
racing Cars. 178 Pages........o.ooooowmeeooeeoeee. $5.00 but a mechanical guide to the intricacies of motor
20 Pursuit of Victory by Karl Kling.........$4.00 engineering in detil, from drawing board to the

complete car illustrated throughout with accurate
If this is the first time you have ordered ‘.i"""(‘g’ and many photographs. Some chapter head-
from us and you are charging your order, ings: Grand Prix Racing (Moss); Sports Car Design
please send us the names of two stores (Heynes of Jaguar); Preparation (Wyer of Aston-
where you have charge accounts; other- Martin) ; Racing Car Design (Uhlenhaut of Merce-
wise, please send us a check or tell us to des); Disc Brakes; Engine Design; Policy of Design
ship C.0.D. (Nallinger of Mercedes); Carburetor & Supercharg-

ing; Spark Plugs; Racing Tires; Brakes & Brake Lin-
37 Juan Manval Fangio, World Champion.
b]

il;:gs; Br_akingoProblEms; Hil; (:im&g; Motor R’ﬂs(l;lg
.0 romotion; 500cc Racing ( John r) etc...$8.
77 Racing Sports Cars. Brand new by authors o(f) 165 Aut ﬁﬁ*:s 1957 (‘: T A
Drsvers sm Actson, packed with thrills i 3899 bil ;omo ‘. .S.' land 'g“;,‘ ’lz(o—
84 Volkswagen Owner's Handbook . . $2.00 MoBYE IVIEW. iltom. Jwineranc). Deler o
g ever! The most luxurious picture-and-word re-
18‘ lll.'::;':‘ﬁ[;“_d 55':" M';l' _5;“7_ h°S' 'J‘.h'. ;nlﬂv of mgioring.su(ilng a]nd d:SdIRnB. Hall':i ca.fwers
cede avi ow-Moncrieff with St. John A7 x 12V47, Supplies limited. Buy this from
Nixon and Crarence P: ﬂ’.’ Farl-zr’::.hway the b:u Bentley Ind’éﬂ a free copy of Scottie Book of
book on ihe Mercedes. 5Y3” x 8Y2”, 478 pages, 78 Motor Racing or count toward your FREE copy
t;*(wws“a'&----; ----------- T :;;3 of The Big Race.......................................$9.95
§ # " Yearboo S—— .
83 Press on Regardless. "One of the most 28 The High Speed Internal Combustion En-
entertainingly ':’mn\k t:(;olg -;_Ix)u‘( sports car people l’(lllw by Ricardo The classic work................ $12.00
you've ever read.” Ro. OOER. .+ v spsssivimsse $2.95 4
17 Sports Car Rallies, Trials and Gymkhanas. tion ‘st
First book on subject. Bi V2" x 11" size . $5 00 175  Stir

The Volkswagen Story, Beyond !xp::'g(;
otor Sport $3.50

5 Tuning for Speed and Economy. . . . $4.00 4 Avt bile Engi .
6 Drivers in Action ... . 8350 gine:
Reference Book. 57 Briush
99 MG Workshop Manval............... $8.50  utomobile specialists contribute
7 Sports and Classic Cars . ... $12.50 half-a-million words in 1664

141 Grand Prix Car, Vol. | by Pomeroy. $16.50
142 Grand Prix Car, Vol. 2 by Pomeroy. $20.00
143 Grand Prix Car, 2 volume set . $32.50
115 Car Driving As An Art by Davis ... $3.50 Buy it from us and zes a free
100 Tuning and Mai of MG’s. . $4.50 - (50% of borh The Big Race
151 Medern Sports Car by McCahill $3.95 and Scottie Book of Motor

pages, 1010 diagrams, 255 pho-
tos in 30 main sections cor-
ering every aspect of the design
and productson of motor cars

158 Design and Tuning of Competition En- Racing .$20.00
gines by Philip Smith .. .. . i $7.50 12 High Performance Cars
76 Avtomobile Chassis Design........ $850 5687 8200
15 Caracciola (autobiography) = . $4.00

t— CLIP THIS COUPON-CIRCLE THE BOOKS YOU WISH .,
| To ROBERT BENTLEY, INC., 8 Ellery Street, Cambridge 38, Mass.

| 1 enclose $........ in check... or money order . Please supply books circled at left. Send to: |
| CJBill me for books and postage. [ C.0.D.
|5 6 7 12 15 17 18 20 28 36 37 41 45 48
49 56 S7 S8 76 77 83 84 85 86 87 99 Street
| 100 115 138 141 142 143 151 155 161 163 175
| ¢ Check 1t you wish our free catalog.) City LTIy Zone. ... State...
il O s 49 Free under special offer. Please check. SCI 107
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A JUDSON SUPERCHARGER
For Big Car Performance

Every VOLKSWAGEN should have one

50% more horsepower.
“Big Car” hill climbing.
Less Gear Changing.
Safer Passing Acceleration.
Maximum Performance.
Minimum Cost!

THE REAL EXPERTS SWEAR BY IT!

They are the Volkswagen owners who have experienced this
new driving thrill for thousands of miles. A JUDSON SUPER-
CHARGER will give your VW “Hair-On-The-Chest”’ perform-
ance. Easy, bolt-on installation, no sacrifice in reliability or
economy. Thousands in use throughout the world. Complete
“Do-It-Yourself” installation kit only $144.00 f.0.b. factory.

Clip Coupon - . . Mail today for complete information about
this revolutionary new supercharger, (Declers: A few choice protected
territories are still available, Write for franchise information on your letterhead.)

MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR LITERATURE

Please send me complete information on the Judson Model VW supercharger installation.

ITY ZONE STATE

UDSON RESEARCH AND MFG. CO., CONSHOHOCKEN 3, PA.
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solid backing

RE: Criticism of SCI editorial policy—
count me as one solidly on your side; your
detailed and technical-yet-understandable
features are the strength of your magazine,
being both well-done and unique in terms
of coverage given by competing maga-
zines. Your policy is the reason I sub-
scribe to SCI. Your selection and execu-
tion of copy is supplementary; watered
down it would be superfluous.

Peter G. Scott

50 Winchester Drive

Athertan, Calif.
Thanks for the kind words.—Ed.

in agreement

Your Feb. 1ssue was by far one of the
best I have seen in a very long time! I
feel this way because it covered two of my
favorite cars, the Porsche Spyder and the
Alfa Veloce Coupe. I enjoyed it im-
mensely!! I knew the Italian ‘hot-rod
shops’ would go to work on it right away
and I had some ideas for it myself . . . a
better front anti-roll bar and a *“Hi-
torque” differential. Alfa themselves, I
guess, intend to improve it greatly too!
I hear that they “saturate” the Mille
Miglia with these cars. Personally, I wish
they would revive the Panamericana
Race.

The Porsche Spyder is such a great en-
gineering masterpiece that I can not cease
to be amazed by it. And I like it particu-
larly because it can and is being driven
on ordinary roads! It would be easy to
build a detachable hard top and full
length windshield for it. Its racing record
and your article point out its ability.

The article on Formula II cars was very
good as well and if 1 had anything to say
to the F.LA. I would like to see them run
just as the old 1500 cc “Voiturettes” were
in 1936-1937 etc. I mean raced just before
the Grand Prix races over the same course
with reduced length according to fuel con-
sumption. This would enable new drivers
to become familiar with the Grand Prix
courses, and I think lap times would be
nearly equal and toward the finish even
surpass Formula I cars!

Frank A. LeGang
King's Ferry Road
Verplanck, N. Y.

variety . . .

Hey! I've cancelled my subscriptian to
Mad. I now read Sports Cars Illustrated!
What a mag! Me an’ de boys, we can’t stop
laffin’.

Take the latest issue—that cartoon of
Nuvolari in the K3 was a killer. Who
traded off the blower cover for the cycle



wings and headlamps? And now look at the
classified ads. “Help Stamp Out Sports
Cars.” One of the chaps at the Club bel-
lowed that this was the outstanding exam-
ple of bad taste to crown your usual medi-
ocracy. I immediately engaged the boundei
in fisticuffs and smote him mightily upon
the cars. Afterward, over a pint of bitters.
I carefully explained that yours is a humo
magazine. Now he's one of vour most avid
readers.

But we hain’t niver stopped laffin’ since
ver fust issne. Like that stuff on how to
tune the MG. And those deals on how to
soup up vour car, like “More Horses for
the Healey” and “Vitality for the VW"
Now how about stories on “How to Take
the Retard Out of Your Panhard” and
“More Vatra for the Tatra”. Last month
that business about fitting the Solex to the
I'riumph and the Jaguar was just great.
I've always maintained that magazine writ-
ers and back-yard boys know a lot more
than those dim-witted engineers who de-
signed the cars. And hooray for you for
exposing the Fiat 1100 cc with its gudgeon
pin offset 2 mm. I can hear that piston
slap from here. Congratulations again to
America’s only humor magazine with a
sports car slant. So keep up the good
work. Me? I'm gonna put a souped-up,
four stage supercharged Thunderjug en-
gine in my mother’s Hoover nad wipe the
tracks clean of them foreign jobs.

With bucketsful of admiration,

W. K. Frothingham

251 Main Street

Shrewsbury, Mass.
Thanks so much for your letter of en-
couragement. In return, we would like to
offer you a position assisting Dr. Snively
and the Snell Foundation. We understand
it would give you a real chance to use your

head.—Ed.

pro
I have just finished reading Ken W. Purdy’s
feature on Portago. SCI should be con-
gratulated for publishing one of the finest
pieces of writing ever to appear in an auto
magazine. May I offer the highest comple-
ments for an outstanding job.

R. A. Mitchell
623 Westview Street
Philadelphia 10, Pa.

con
I disagree emphatically with the tone of
your article on Portago.
His incessant slam-bang carlessness is a
discredit to racing. I say he got what he
wanted! The pity is he took others with
him.
How can we hold the World Champion as
an example to all other drivers if we laud
Portago’s techniques?

S/Sgt. R. S. Coniglio
2049 AACS Gp.

Box 88

McClellan AFB, Calif.
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THE MOST SPECTACULAR SPORTS

CAR RECORDING

We have produced some pretty fair
recordings on sports car racing. We
know we have because you have
told us so over and over again.
However, in all immodesty we
must announce that the recording
of this year’s Sebring was so suc-
cessful that we are compelled to
issue a two record set so that you
will not miss any of the great inter-
views and sounds which we cap-
tured on our specially prepared
equipment. We went down to the
wastelands of central Florida, all
twelve of us, with over two tons of
recording equipment. The pits were
wired so that whenever anything
happened anywhere in the pit area
we needed only to have one of our
people plug a microphone into the
lines and instantly what was hap-
pening at that spot was recorded
back at our mobile unit. A custom-
designed and constructed four-foot
parabolic microphone shaped like
a vertical flying saucer was used to
record the sounds of the cars roar-
ing down the stretches, shifting
and braking into the corners. The
sounds we captured with this device
are unbelievable—by far the finest
we have ever taped. Portable high

EVER PRODUCED

fidelity recorders, especially made
in Switzerland, enabled us to get
interviews before and during the
race with almost every important
figure at the track: Fangio, Cun-
ningham, Hawthorn, Collins, Gin-
ther, Hill, Shelby, Moss, Portago,
Salvadori, Kimberly, O’Shea, Tar-
uffi, Chinetti, Von Trips, Von Han-
stein, Colin Chapman, Wyllie, Dave
Ash, Duntov, Gregory, Brero, and
many others. Our pit stops are es-
pecially exciting, featuring a series
of stops by Von Trips and Hill, dur-
ing which they try to diagnose the
trouble with their 3.8 Ferrari. A
short scene in the pits immediately
before the race when we caught the
Ferrari team en masse twirling yo-
yos is a delightful satire on our-
selves. The LeMans start, crowd
reactions, roaring engines—all make
for the finest sports car recording
ever presented. A full-color photo-
graphic cover of the car Fangio and
Behra drove to victory plus pictures
galore in this double album set
make this a marvelous sound report
of Sebring 1957.

Clip the coupon below and send
today for your copy.

RIVERSIDE RECORDS DEPT. $10,553 W. 51st ST., NEW YORK 19, N.Y.

Please rush.................. .sets of Sounds of Sebring 1957
at $11.90 per set. l enclose $.........cccccoveviiinniinnnnn
Name

Address
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