Restoration has its points,
but there are some things you just can’t restore

4 HE Picrce was a delight. Its original
J/ coachpaint was flawless: a deep, rich,

W maroon with dclicate apple-green
striping. From its even, ruby glow it was
obvious it had never known the scrape of
a fender, or, it seemed, even the patter of
a hostile raindrop. Its brasswork glittered
in the aflternoon sun, and from its double
set of windshields the reflection was daz-
sling. A grev-uniformed, grey-haired chauf-
feur, no bigger than a jockey, opened the
hood for us. “A trulv magnificent ma-
chine,” wid the elegantly tailored young
man who had invited me to park my
Stutz and inspect the Pierce.

I was a little startled. 1 hadn’t heard an
auwtomobile called a “machine” since |1
was a boy.

“Start the motor, Perking,” said the
young man.

I'he little chautfemr hopped nimbly be-
hind the imposing oak-rimmed whecl.
With levers almost as long as his arms he
adjusted the spark and the mixture. Turn-
ing on the ignition, he caressed the gear-
change to make sure it was in neutral, drew
back the massive hand brake without let-
ting it rattle along the quadrant, then
bounded out and flicked the crank. The
huge phacton quivered into life. Its engine
note was joyous: the low, throaty chuckle
of a living creature glad to be alive, 1 was
impressed and showed it.

‘The clegant young man bowed slightly
and flicked a particle of city grit from the
mudguard with his handkerchicf. “1 sece
you appreciate a fine machine,” he began.
“OFf course, maintenance is the secret . . .
I'm rather a fanatic about maintenance.”
He had an intense, other-worldly look in
his eve, and 1 had figured he was a fana-
tic about something, though 1 didn't ex-
pect his monomania to be anything as
harmless as automobile maintenance.

"This motorcar was my father’s,” he
continued. “It's been maintained — with
skill and devotion, if 1 may say so—since
the day it was delivered to this very spot—
right here forty-three ycars ago.” He
looked down, as though to find a trace
of the vanished forty-three years. “1 be-
lieve it was brought alongside this very
curhstone.” He 1apped the Fifth Avenue
granite with a shoe that couldn’t have
come from anywhere but Jermyn Street,
London. “T'here haven’t been any road
repairs here, have there, Perkins:”

“Not in my time, sir.”

“Good.” A look of almost maniacal sat-
isfaction came over the young man’s face.
*"T'his curbstone is original,” he murmured.
“maintained—Heaven knows how long. It
still shows no signs of wear. Ah, restoration
is all very well,” he continued; then, casting
a furtive, embarrassed look at my Stutz, he
added hastily: 1 mean—well, it's the only
thing one can do in certain circumstances.”
He put his hand on my arm, 1o soften the
blow his next words were supposed to pro-
duce. “But you'll agree that maintenance
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from the very beginning is definitely
better.”

I did agree. He scemed relieved. “You
may put the car away, Perkins.”

“Very good, sir.” Perkins eased her into
first, the joyous chuckle became a bit more
pronounced, and the vchicle progressed
majestically up Fifth Avenue, turning east
into the next sidestreet. As we watched it
reverently, the elegant young man chanted
his mystic formula: “They just don’t build
things like that nowadays.”

Nevertheless he was courteous about my
Stutz, which looked crude and ill-bred
alongside his Pierce. He even pretended to
approve of all my restorations. “By the
way,” he said abruptly, “my name is Hesel-
tine—Bradlaugh Heseltine.”

I gave him my name.

“Happy to make your acquaintance. Can
I invite you in for a drink? It's only just
here.” He indicated the ornate teak and
wrought iron door of the mansion.

Once we were seated in a pair of com-
fortable leather chairs in his library, he
pressed a mother-of-pearl electric button
beside him, and as we waited for the butler
to make his appearance, he treated me to
a little more homespun archaeology. “Yes,”
he purred, “a fine, a venerable old cocktail,
the martini. And very American, too. . . .
‘T'he old drinks make the best refreshments.
Old recipes make the most delicious dishes.
I'm rather proud of my collection of early
American cookbooks, by the way—all in
their original bindings and in perfect con-
dition. Tompion—that's our family butler
—Tompion looks after them. He looks after
this furniture, too. Been in the family over
a hundred years, and polished twice a week
from the beginning.”

“Tompion?” I asked in genuine con-
fusion.

“No,"” replied Heseltine wearily, “the
furniture. They don't build stuff like this
nowadays.”

There was undoubtedly something in
this maintenance business, but as a subject
for endless conversation it left a bit to be
desired. 1 decided 1o have my martini.
spend a polite few minutes listening to
my host's talk of pure beeswax and lemon
oil, and beat it.

However, the martinis led to an invi-
tation to an enormous and elaborate din-
ner; the dinner led to brandy afterward,
and then to whiskey and soda by the fire-
side in the library. As we talked—or rathey
as he talked—there was some fine music
going on in the background; a funny mix-
ture of grand opera and old, old-time New
Orleans jazz. The combination sounded
odd at first, but as the evening progressed
it developed a haunting, out-of-this-
worldly tang.

I sat back, and as he talked 1 tried 10
recall some of the Heseltine lore | had
picked up merely by being born and raised
in New York. Bradlaugh Heseltine, 1 knew,

was the last of his line. The family man-
sion, built during the Renaissance craze of
the 1870's as an idealized French chiteau, is
one of the last—or possibly the last—of the
great Fifth Avenue residences to be ten-
anted by its original family. The shack
next door, a scale model of the Palace of
Fontainblcau, is now an expensive secre-
tarial school, and on the other side, in a
replica of the Florentine Ufhzi, one of those
heavily-endowed boondoggles has its head-
quarters. This one calls itself *'The Inter-
collegiate Posture Improvement Council.”

Everyone has seen the Bradlaugh Hesel-
tine collection at the Metropolitan
Muscum of Art. “My great-grandfather's
accretions,” says Heseltine. Schoolchildren
congregate about the lifelike group of
cternally snarling stuffed tigers at the
American Museum of Natural History.
Few of them bother to read the card,
which says: Shot by Bradlaugh Heseltine,
Esq. "My grandfather.” Presented to the
Museum by Mrs. Bradlaugh Heseltine.
“Poor grandmama—it was the only way she
could get them out of the house!”

Hescltine's own father's philanthropies
took up quite a bit of newspaper space a
few years ago, when an expedition financed
by the Heseltine Foundation, digging near
the Red Sea coast for the remains of a
biblical port, discovered oil, while a ficld
crew of Heseltine and Co., prospecting for
oil a hundred miles inland, came upon the
remains of a biblical port.

I found it difficult kecping the various
Bradlaugh Heseltine generations apart in
my reverie, and came to the surface long
enough to ask why they weren’t numbered
—Bradlaugh Heseltine 11, Bradlaugh Hes-
cltine 1V, and so on.

“We aren’t reigning monarchs, you
know,” he replied amiably—he would be
IV—"and if you insist upon distinguishing
numerically between us, there is always
HEscltine-3 and HEscltine-7.”

“Must seem odd, dialling your own
name."

A slight coldness came into his tone.
“One has no acquaintances in the—ah—
Borough of Queens. And furthermore, 1
don’t dial.”

I didn't get the real significance of this
until much later that night, when Brad-
laugh drew aside a curtain and called to
the stables to have my Stutz brought
around. He used a shiny but ancient wall
telephone, with a crank that made a whir-
ring noisc as he spun it.

He gave me the creeps right from the
beginning, but I saw him often. He prac-
tically forced me to borrow the Pierce
once or twice a week, and once when 1
mentioned that my Stutz took a lot of
shoulder—mine, not the road’s—in corner-
ing, he had Perkins produce from the
stables a perky little Amilcar two-scater
torpédo. "My f[ather brought this back
from France with him after the war,” he

(Continued on page 64) 25
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Terrific
Safety
Device!

FROM MOTOMETER OF GERMANY

Automotive Indoor-Outdoor Air

Thermometer

B Accurately indicates inside and outside
sir temperatures. Automatic warning light
alerts you of ice conditions on the road.
TH-311-6V (For 6-Volt Systems) 59,95
TH-311-12V (For 12-Volt Systems ) $9.95
Write For Booklet * Dealer Inguiries Invited
FISHER PRODUCTS, 21-25 44th Dr., L.1.C., N.Y.

SPORTS CAR COLOR SLIDES
Beautiful 35MM slides of outstonding cars and
drivers. Featuring maogazine cover pictures.
Set &, Ferrari Mon-
za, Austin-Healey- «.
1005, A.C. Ace-
Bristol. Set 7. Mer-
cedes J00SLS Shel-
by 3 Litre Maserati
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Jog. Set B. Maser-
ati 1.5, R.5. Porsche Spyder, Conquest special.
Set 9. 3 views of the new 53 Jaguar.

Sets 1; 2; 3; 4; and 5 are still avoilable
$1.50 per set of three ppd.
CARLYLE BLACKWELL STUDIO
2110 Lourel Canyon Bivd., Los Angeles 46, Calif.

RACING SIRAPS
_— = A

FASTEN THE HOOD AND HELP
PREVENT ACCIDENTS
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SIGNAL HILL MOTORS

P O Box 8173 Nashville 11, Tennesses

TONNEAU COVERS

* Corvette * Thunderbird

* Mercedes 190 SL * Porsche * Alfa Romeo

* MG * Jog and most popular sports cars
* Late model American convertibles
* Highest Quality * Custom Styling
Write for new Illustrated Brochure.
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY

1453 Lincoln Bivd. 5-10
Santa Monica, Calif. Ph. EXbrook 5-9174

|
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(Continued from page 25)

explained. “In 1919," he added, explain-
ing his explanation. That was unnecessary,
for by that time I spoke a fluent enough
Heseltine to realize that as far as he was
concerned they didn’t have to print any
calendars after about 1925,

I mentioned that the Amilear, which
handled like a dream, was beautiful, and
that I'd sure like 1o have it. His face took
on a look of great sadness. "It was my
father's!” he whispered.

“Holy \]Ill::l]\'l‘ I wasn't asking you to
gl.\lf |.l Lo ll'll,

“Ah—but I wish 1 could!” he cried, grab-
bing my lapel. “It's wrong to be possessive,
or jealous. It's wiong to keep things for
yourself when you could spread happiness
b) g:\mg them to other people. It's just
wrong.

I unraveled his frantic fingers from my
jacket, but not before he had made an
unfortunate impression on the bargain
cashmere.

“Sure,” I said, “the best way to spread
happiness is to give all your friends one-
of-a-kind automobiles.” Then by some
mysterious process of association, some-
thing I had been wondering about for
months found its way into words: “Listen,
Bradlaugh, have vou got any other friends:
I mean, am 1 the only person you know?"”

“Not at all,” he replied, his voice normal
again, and his manner unconcerned. “But
I do find you one of my most congenial
friends. You understand about the old
things, about maintenance, about loving
care.” He scowled, and his voice took on
a sudden bitterness. “Often some of my
other so-called friends treat my convic-
tions with the crudest derision!”

I well understood how they felt. I often
found Heseltine a pain in the neck — so
much so that after a session with him 1
could hardly face my Stutz, and pined for
a Corvette, a Thunderbird, or almost any-
thing else, just so long as it was born in
1957. Well, in a pinch, 1947. The Hesel-
tine mansion gave me the willies, and the
Heseltine way of living as though this were
still the McKinley administration some-
times made my vertibrae want to slither up
and huddle under my scalp. Yet the
Napoleon brandy was good. cach meal was
memorable, the library was comfortable,
and in the summer there were delightful
excursions in the steam vacht. It was a
piquant escape to be with Heseltine, and
creepy as he was good-hearted. A
bit of an idiot in many ways, and a spook
in practically every way, he was still the
most generous spook or idiot I'd ever be
likely to meet.

Although he claimed to have other
friends, 1 never saw any of them, and al-
though 1 assumed he had some sort of sex
life, T never saw any evidence of that
either. Curiosity soon got the better of me,
and 1 set off to look for Tompion, who
would know if there were anything
to know.

The butler was either somewhere about
the house molesting the housemaids, or in
his little office, making kickback deals with

was, he
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HI-FI DIRECTORY

& BUYER'S GUIDE

(compiled by the editors of Popula)
Eleetronies and Radio & TV News)
The world's first complete listings of all
hi-fi equipment on the market—plus pro-
fessional advice on how to pick the right
unit for your own needs. If you're a hi-fi
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JAGUAR owners, Healey

BUILD Your Own Supercharger — Complete
slans and instructions, $1.00. Alanne Products,
jox 135, Watertown 2, Conn.

y owners: Stainless Steel
Flexible Exhaust Tubing Permanent replacement
between exhaust pipe and muffler. Complete
with heavy-duty clamps. Healey $5.50, Jaguar
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tity inquiries invited from dealers. Wilco, P.O
Box 1128.S, Rochester 3, N. Y.
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FOUR S’xed Corvette gear boxes. Will ace
powerglide or 5-speed transmission. Suilnrl;';l for
other installations. Write for full details. Devin
Enterprises, 44500 Sierra Hwy.. Lancaster, Cali-
fornia. Phone: WHitehall 2-4719.

“LOOK (}ul There's A Little Car Behind You."'
Place on windshield of Detroit Iron parked in
front. Saves you or your sporting car friend many
bumps, gets smiles. Pad of 200 — 81.00, Auto
??“.I'e Specialties, 152 Lyons Ave., Newark 12,

SPORTS Car Sketches — 8x10 pen & ink draw-
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87.00 pre;]mld. Ted Behr, 15744 Gault St., Van
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carbs. Placed 2nd at Road America September
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SPARE Parts Travel Kit by Hannibal will
solve 907, of emergency breakdown problems.
Request (ree price lists (identify car). Han-
nibal Sales Co., 250 West 57th St., Room 2414,
New York 19, New York.

““500ce BUILDERS!! Plans and instructions.
for Formula 111 racing car $5.00. Suspension
parts, Steering gear, other components avail-
able. Write for list. Dane Racing Cars, 13015-C
Lorne, North Hollywood, Calif.

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

THE Truth about Speed- Power-Mileage Equip
ment. Free Catalog. Write! Almquist Engineer-
ing. Milford SC2, Pennsylvania.

SPORTS CAR BODIES

FIBERGLAS Sports Bodies — Easily bolts on
Crosley, Fiat, ete. — $295. Jaguar, Ford, Chev.
ete. — 8495, Free Brochure. Almquist Engineer
ing. Milford SC4, Pennsylvania,

MISCELLANEOUS

BINOCULARS repaired, all makes and models
Authorized Bausch & Lomb, Zeiss, Hensoldt,
and Bushnell dealer, Tele-Optics, 5514 Lawrence,
Chicago 30, Illinois.

NOW Dismantling — All types foreign cars
Jdaguar, Porsche, VW, MGTD., MGTC. MGTF,
Alvis, Anglia, Austin, Healey, , Hillman,
Jowett, Morris, Henault, Hover, Singer, Sun
beam, TR-2. All inquiries welcomed. We deliver
anywhere. Sherman War Auto Wreckers, 12643
&é}:emnn Way, No. Hollywood, Calif. Po 50360,
St-75479.

EARN High Pa{: Jobs in South America, the
Islands, USA, Europe, Canada, other foreign
countries. All Trades, Mechanics, Truck Driv-
ers, Laborers, Office Workers, Engineers, etc.
Chance to travel. Fare paid if hired. Applica-
tion forms. Free information. Write Dept. 126,
National Employment Infonmation, 1020 Broad,
ewark, New Jersey.

COLOR slides, Cuba Grand Prix, Sebring. com-
ete sets. Listings sent. George Shade (c), Box
242, Tamiami Station, Miami, Florida.

JOIN Sports Car To-ur ;[‘0 Mexico Next March
Twenty Days Write Tony Perez Reforma 133
Mexico 4, D.F.

”l‘"‘i’lf{'ﬂ(ll‘lt‘f'

(Continued from page 64)

the grocer, the butcher, and the liguo
stove that cost Heseltine about twice my
gross annual income. Heseltine just smiled
at this; it was traditional with butlers, and
anything traditional was OK with him.

I came upon Tompion in the corridor
between the gun room and a divan-lined
chamber known as the back drawing room.
He had one of the maids—indeed, one 1
had noticed myself — backed against the
wall, and about eight inches off the carpet.
I cleaved my throat, and he dropped the
slavey with a thud. Oblivious to her look
of outrage, he bowed gravely to me and
murmured “1 beg your pardon, sir.” The
gir]l scurried away.

“Not at all, Tompion. I want to ask you
a rather unusual question.”

I'he butler nodded.

“Has Mr. Heseltine many [riends:"

“An adequate number, sir.”

“I mean has he any  lady
Fompion.”

“As 1 say, sir, an adequate number.”

“"Only adequate?”

I think I detected a flicker of the
butler’s eyelid as he brushed me off. “An
adequate number is a sufficiency, sir. More
than that may become inconvenient.”

Heseltine himself satisfied my curiosity
about six weeks later, when he invited me
to dinner, the opera, and supper afterward.

“By the way,” he added just before ring-
ing off, “it’s to be full-hg—white tie, vou
know. There'll be a lady with us.”

“Hurray!™ 1 cried, grabbing for the
Classified book and turning to DRESS
SUIT RENTAL.

Heseltine must have surrounded plenty
of nondescript food before his researches
turned up the place where we met for
dinner. It was a dreary, brownish hotel in
the east twenties, not a block from Fifth
Avenue. 1 had passed it maybe a few
thousand times and never thought it might
harbor anything but the same kind of
clectric hxture buyers and agents for small
Japanese vase factories who snored, padded
their swindle-sheets, and rinsed out their
socks in the other hotels of that neighbor-
hood.

Once through the frosted-glass doors,
though, I realized how wrong I was. I had
passed from the noisy, gritty, New York
of today to the still, Spotless Town of
1900. A thick-piled carpet muffled my foot-
steps. The lighting was subdued: in fact
the brightest highlights in the lobby came
from the glistening brass spittoons at the
base of every dark oak column.

An ancient flunkey shuflled forward.
“Mr. Heseltine’s guest, sir:” When |
nodded, he took my coat and led me
through a fern-lined corridor, pointing owg
a cream enamelled door. Behind it I heard
laughter: Heseltine’s silly-ass giggle, and
a girl’s low, voluptuous chuckle.

Heseltine insisted upon the best of
evervthing, but I was not prepared for his
girl friend. The word “stunning” is slightly
out of fashion nowadays, but it is the only
one for Dolly. I was stunned when [ saw
her. Of course, his ideas being what they
were, she was not all legs, bones, and
bosom in the style popular today. She was

friends,

SERVICE MANUALS

TUNING REPAIR MAINTENANCE

These Service Monuals are printed in Australia with full
cooperation of the monufacturers and cover thoroly:

* ENGINE * CLUTCH * GEARBOX * REAR AXLE
* BRAKES * STEERING * SUSPENSION *+ BODY
* FUEL SYSTEM * COOLING * ELECTRICAL efc.

For private owner ar garage man here's detailed knowl-
edge for TUNING, MAINTENANCE or OVERHAUL.

AUSTIN A 40 Devon . . . 1947.52

A 40 Somerset . . . 1952.5
| Per manual

-54
FORD Consul & Zephyr 1951.56
Anglia & Prefect 1953.56
V-8 & Mercury 1932.48
Custom & Customline 194954
Customline o.h.v. 1955.56
HILLMAN MINX . . . 1936-55
MG TD (with special tuning for TB,
TC and TD engines)
MORRIS Minor, Series MM & chv
Series |1
RENAULT 750 and 760 1947.52
VOLKSWAGEN to 1956

{Factory manval for Australia)

(Each printed line
under the car
heading represents
a manual. One
manual covers sev-
eral models in
some coses.)

M G MAINTENANCE

M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 10 TF) $8.50
Overhoul & tune any MG from bumper to tail light.
TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's to TF 1500 $4.00
Top British tuner gives details & pointers.

MG TF SHOP MANUAL $7.50
MG "“A'" SHOP MANUAL £9.50
MG MAGNETTE (ZA) SHOP MANUAL $7.50

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF THE MG A $5.00
This book by Philip Smith [outhor of Tuning & Mainte-
nance of MG's) is devoted entirely to the MG A & ZA
Magnette. Here are the kind of tuning & maintenance
tips not te be found in factory shop manuals.

OTHER SHOP MANUALS

AUSTIN HEALEY 100 {to 1956) $12.50
CROSLEY (all Modsis) .00
MORRIS MINOR Series MM & 11 $6.50

S.U. CARBS & FUEL PUMPS . . . (Factory manual)l $3.50
Factory manual delivery subject to stocks avoilable.

RALLY EQUIPMENT

AVERAGE SPEED
CALCULATOR

Mearly the last word for Rally
" A y

Time or Distance (whichever is
unknown) is read directly on a 513"
engraved machine-divided celluloid
dial Price §4.50

" tieml led dad!

NO g
Leaflet on other calculators on request

RALLIES TRIALS & GYMKHANAS $6.00
For Beginner . . . complete coverage that leaves no
stone unturned . . . no question unanswered.

For Expert . . . polishes rough edges for SMOOTH
finishes. ONLY complete book on the subject.

PLASTIC CAR KITS

MERIT kits are complete in every detail of the
representative cars. All parts & cement are supplied.
NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. Scole is 1/32 ond finished
model is about &'/ long. They are beauties.
Cars are from left to right as pictured:

® GP CONNAUGHT ® GP MERCEDES * LOTUS Mk 11
® GP MASERATI ® D JAGUAR * GP FERRARI e
ASTON MARTIN DB-35 * COOPER Mk 9 * GP VANWALL
So far only the D Jog, W 196 Mercedes & DB-3S are in
stock but all are scheduled 1o orrive by 1 November,
Becauszs mos! of you will want all or nearly all of the
models & becouse we can do the paper work for one
order cheaper than for nine WE OFFER:
all 9 kits for $16.00 or any & for $11.00
This offer is made on one condition: — that you den’t
needie us with correspondence regarding delivery delays.
The manufacturer will do his best . . . so will we!
If you don‘t wont the combination offer you may

order the kits indi .00 each
but the some dope goes . . . ON ARRIVAL.

SAFETY
BELTS

For rocing . .

. U.S. Air Fer(s’
Nylon, 3'" wide of the latest beefed-up metal bar
reinforced type ond the really quick release type.
Mot too pretty but safest of all. Very hard to get.

early new 100%

$9.95 ea.

Army type Belt
$12.95

With swivel fittings ready to install
(Dealer Inquiries Invited)

In California PLEASE add 4%, tax on all orde

AU TD Bﬂ [] K S 2708 B Magnolia Boulevard

BURBANK 11, CALIFORNIA
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® Very quick stopping

® Respond to lightest braking
pressure

® Long life

® Made in Italy

103 Grand Prix winners relied on
FREN-DO for resistonce to fade under
the most gruelling conditions.

See how much more safety FREN-DO
can add to your sports car.

Ask your dealer or mail your old shoes
for re-lining. Any make; any model.

COLUMBIA MOTOR CORP.

419 East 110th 5t., New York 29, N. Y

JOE MOSS
WINDWINGS

CUSTOM
ACCESSORIES

Ain —
MG TC-TD-TF Windwings .... 15.95
MGA Windwings ................ 15.95
TR 2 & 3 Windwings ............ 16.95
Ash Tray Combination ........ 8.95

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG
JOE MOSS

6523 B Firebrand 51., Los Angeles 45, Calif.

Specialists in Service for
Jaguar - MG & Austin-Healey
Now Specializing in
LANCIA

OSSIE & REG

2800 So. Crenshaw, Los Angeles
RE. 2-0470

THE THIESSEN TOOL CO.
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
Mechanics & Machinists Tools
Metric & Whitworth
Tops & dies, micrometers, efc.
2908 22nd STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 10, CALIF.
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in the style beloved in the ‘eighties: round,
full-bosomed, with curves where they
should be, and straight lines—well, there
shouldn’t be any straight lines, and there
weren't.

She was wearing a lush, full-skirted.
topless evening gown, that revealed pow-
dered, dimpled shoulders, and snowy white
arms. Her hair, luxuriant and coppery,
was caught in a fetching, womanly bun at
the nape of her neck. Her eyes were brown,
sparkling, and so skilfully shadowed that
at first 1 thought it was natural.

I don't remember much of the dinner
except that we drank a good deal of cham-
pagne. The box at the opera was intimate
and exciting; at the entr'acte a waiter from
Sherry's appeared with a refreshing cham-
pagne cup that had a lot of fruit in it
Occasionally 1 got a breath of Dolly's
patchouli-laden perfume, and at one en-
chanted moment she put her hand on my
sleeve and asked 1o borrow the opera
glasses.

Afterward Perkins picked us up in an
exquisite steel-grey Daimler limousine and
drove us back to Heseltine's, where
Tompion had set out the traditional after-
theatre supper; a light meal built around
oysters and more champagne. 1 noticed
that Heseltine was looking rather flushed,
but Dolly was chattering merrily; about
strawberries, as 1 remember.

A few moments later 1 noticed that
Heseltine was looking pale. Dolly had ex-
hausted the subject of strawberries, and
passed on to horses. “Have you seen the
carriages:” she asked. “They're very
elegant.”

1 turned to query Hescltine about them,
and was just in time to see him take an-
other sip of champagne, sneeze once, and
pass out on the table, his head resting in
a delicately painted Havilland dessert
plate. -
Dolly looked at me and I at her, and we
laughed. As I stretched out my hand she
drew away, and with a freu-frou of petti-
coats, whisked through a door in the
panelled wall. Behind it was a daik,
sparsely carpeted passage, lit only by the
green glow of a gas mantle. She had disap-
peared, but I heard her going up some
steps.

‘Two floors up she opened a white door,
and we were in a quaint, feminine bed-
room. A shaded lamp next to the bed gave
the only light. Here she finally turned,
smiled, and held out her arms to me. Her
kiss was soft, full, and insistent.

She broke away, unhooked the back of
her dress, disappeared momentarily in its
folds as she swept it over her head and let
it flutter lightly over a screen. Another deft
motion and the strategic hairpin loosed
the luxuriant mass of her hair. She turned
her back to me. “You may unlace me—
please.”

I undid the silk ribbon, freeing untold
riches from the embrace of—according to
the tiny label-=The Tampico Patent Cor-
set. “Now,” she said, blowing out the
lamp.
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As the morning sun glowed behind the
damask drapery, I stirred. Her calm, slow
breathing quickened, and she opened her
cyes to smile at me.

“You are superb,” 1 whispered.

Again that low, throaty chuckle. She
kissed me gently, and I collected my rented
evening clothes and prepared to steal out
of the Heseltine mansion—and out of the
life of Bradlaugh Hescltine—forever.

‘Tonrpion was waiting for me at the
foot of the grand staircase. “Don’t go, sir.”
he said. “Mr. Heseltine is in the break-
fast room.”

“Thank you, Tompion, but I think
I'd better.”

“Mr. Hescltine will be most disap-
pointed, sir. He ordered breakfast for two.”

“Yes, 1 dare say he did.”

But Tompion was skilful, and without
my being aware of it, had guided me to
the breakfast room. Heseltine sat over a
steaming cup of his family's traditional
blend of coffee.

“Good morning,” 1 nmranaged to say.
“Feeling better?”

“Oh, fine,” he replied, pouring me a
cup. “And you:"

“Great.” I sat down.

“Extraordinary, isn't sher” asked Hesel-
tine sweetly,

A dollop of the Heseltine family brew
hit the tablecloth.

“*How—how do you mean:"

“Well, after all—you don’t see a creature
as beautiful as that every day in the week.
do you:"

“You certainly don't,” 1 replied fer-
vently. Another heartwarming sip of coffec
rélaxed me.

“She's said to have been an exquisite
child. I suppose she was. Of course, I never
saw her as a child.”

“No, of course not,” | agreed.

“It was long before my time, I'm afraid.”

I felt strong enought to kid him. “It's
maintenance that does it.”

“You understand!” he cried trium
phantly, the maniacal light in his eyes. "It
was maintenance! And what painstaking,
arduous maintenance! But we've done it!”

I began to get the creeps. “Done what:”
1 asked. &

“Succeeded!  Succeeded in  stopping
time!,” he whispered. “My family’s been
maintaining Dolly since 1889. She's—she™s
sixty-eight this year!”

I got the hell out of there, but took a
jumbo case of the heebie-jecbies with me.

The bow-tied Connecticut patent lawyer
who was on the receiving end of a bargain
Stutz couldn't believe his good fortune.

“Rest assured,” he said, “I'll maintain
this Stutz as beautifully as you have.”

“Don’t do that,” 1 begged him. “dbouve
all, don’t do that Let nature take its
course!"

“Y-yes . . . sure, you bet,” he answered
hurriedly, jumping into the Stutz and
starting her up. What a beautiful exhaust
note she had. A low. throaty, chuckle.
Glad to be alive.

I suddenly remembered what it re-
minded me of, and broke out in goose
pimples. By the time my scalp considered
it safe to return to my head, the lawyer,
the Stutz, and the vintage passion were
out of my life forever.
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