TABLE TOP GRAND PRI

Others can have their electric trains — here is
SCI’s nomination for the ultimate in what the
enthusiast would like under the Christmas tree.

by Bob Coogan

A pair of scale Maseratis race the #2 course. Each car has se

rate throttle control.

Unless slowed for corners, cars will leave the track in startlingly realistic manner.

other day, I happened to see a figure-eight shaped

road-course laid out on a table. On inquiring, I was
blandly told that the course was for “racing little cars.” 1
then asked, “What kind of cars?” “How big are they?" “Can
they really be raced?” “Do they look like real cars?” “Can
I see them now?”

The salesman, to whom I addressed these questions, was
by this time cowering behind a stack of A-4 Mechano sets. He
pointed to the rear of the store and just managed to choke
out the words, “Mr. Rose!” I released my grip on his thorax,
and moved catlike toward the back of the store, where 1 duly
found Mr. Rose. After repeating all the aforementioned
questions, Mr. Rose patted me on my bald spot and told me
to get up off my knees. and that he would show me the whole
affair, and maybe. if I were a good boy, he'd let me play with
them for a while.

The cars turned out to be wonderful scale models of
Maseratis and Ferraris that run two at a time on a variety
of courses, and must be controlled either by two people or
one who is extremely ambidextrous, It really lends itself to
competition.

The course is made of semi-flexible plastic tile-like slabs
that have two grooves, one for each car. Each groove is lined
with two strips of metal for the electrical pick-up. The top
of these metal strips is flush with the road-bed to facilitate
spinning and other realistic hi-jinks, The amazing thing
about the cars is the guide wheel, which is hidden away just
about where the gearbox is found on a real car. The guide
wheel runs within a free-turning horizontal ring allowing the
car to spin or drift, and the car is not coupled to the track in
any way. It merely serves to pick up the current for the
nylon-housed rear-mounted motor, and acts as a pivot point
for drifts and slides . . . unless you get too lead-footed with
the power.

The cars race around at unbelievable scale speeds. The
speed is controlled by two buttons, one for each car, that are
blipped off and on to slow the cars for the corners and
accelerate around them and down the straights. This is
necessary, for if vou hold the button full-on the car will go
straight off the course. If you hold the button on too far
into the corner, the car will start around and then do a big
hairy spin, The button must be feathered properly so that
the car will take the corner in a beautiful power slide.
Another point to watch is coming out of the corners, because
a constant application of power will cause over-run, and
result in a spin. In order to win a race, one must exercise
great skill and discretion in the use of the throttle-button,
which also uses the drag of the motor as a brake,

SCI's Editor, John Christy, hove on the scene about the
time | was discovering all these intriguing aspects of table-
top GP, His reaction was immediate, the first question
being: “Can you make it go quicker?” A few questions in
the proper places produced a resounding yea. The cars are
set for 12 volts but they're tested for 18, giving a safety
factor of six volts that can be shaved as far as one has
courage to go. An electrified nitro so to speak. Another item
bearing improvement is tires — one can groove the hard
rubber and inlay rubber bands which are much softer and
“stickier,” to take any extra power. At this point Tech
Editor Wilder discovered that ballast weights could be
moved around for changes in weight distribution, In short,
the possibilities are endless . . . and to say more would be
giving away the speed secrets of the already-enlightened.

The course on which we tested these cars was a figure-cight
with slightly-banked turns and a cross-over bridge. The
cross-over in the course makes a lap the same distance for
both cars, whereas, on an oval course, the inside car would
have a shorter distance to go. Even the figure-cight course
needs a little handicapping, as the car on the inside before
the bridge is at a slight disadvantage, owing to the fact that
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Car on outside during curves has advantage
as fence holds it on the course, White-nosed
Maserati, though still in lead, is about to spin

Twelve volt electric motor propells car and
is brake when power is turned off. SCI test
drivers kept cars on track at 100 scale mph.
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the outside car in either turn has a fence to hold it on the
course so it can negotiate the turn at full throttle, The
inside car cannot, and arrives at the bridge upgrade at a
slightly slower speed. The figure-cight course, (set #2), is
approximately two-hundred inches to the lap, with overall
dimensions of seven feet three inches by two feet five inches,

I had the good fortune to be able to try two types of
chassis on this course, both with scaled-down Maserati bodies,
The first type has a locked rear-end, no longer in production,
with very hard rubber driving wheels, The second and
newer-type chassis has only the right-rear wheel driving, and

(Continued on page 58)
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Removable

PLASTIC TOPS..

add beauty & comfort

lo your sports car.

SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED

AUSTIN HEALEY (1957)
FORD THUNDERBIRD ('55-'57)
MERCEDES-BENZ (All Models)

PORTHOLES OPTIONAL $25.00

MG (A), (T.D.), (T.F.)
JAGUAR (All Models Except Convertible)
CORVETTE ('54-'57)
PORSCHE (All Models)
TRIUMPH (TR-2), (TR-3)

AUSTIN HEALEY

ALFA ROMEO
Color choice of cloth headlining material
(ne flock). Lorge rear window. Chrome
hardware. Easily installed or removed.
Call your dealer to see one on disploy

or order direc).

PLASTICON INC.

9721 Klingermon El Monte, Calif. Gilbert 4-0519
country’s largest mfg. of plastic tops

Mercedes 300SL

(Continued from page 57)

position. When the top and windows are
up, wind noise is satisfyingly low.

The back window is only medium-sized,
so the car comes with an outside mirror
complete with a “Dagmar” front — just
like a racing car, and quite justifiable for
the speeds this car can reach.

The increase in price over the coupe

(810,970 vs S8,135) is pretty steep; but
it'’s in about the same proportion as the
improvement in fun. The roadster, despite
its size and power, is a fun car. It can be
“played” around a corner in a manner.
and at speeds quite unbecoming to the
coupe or many other sports cars. The
small loss in acceleration, if not com-
pletely oxercome with the 95 c.r. engine,
can certainly be made up for by ordering
the 4.11 gears — shift points then become
35, 60, and B85 and top speed according
to the factory drops to “only” 129 mph.

Our summary — a sure fire classic of
today.

Stephen F. Wilder

The
Champions choose

MARCHAL

« Headlights
+ Sparkplugs
« Horns

At Scbring, Le Mans, Mille
Miglia, wherever champions
get together, MARCHAL
is the electrical equipment
used. MARCHAL head-
lights provide greater light
intensity — with less demand on your
battery than any comparable light. At
high speed, too, MARCHAL provides
the light power you need for the ulti-
mate in safety.

MARCHAL airhorns are powered by a
small electric compressor, their pleasant
tone is distinct enough to be heard even
over the heaviest traffic noise.

MARCHAL sparkplugs are found under
the hoods of Europe’s finest cars.

Insist on MARCHAL electrical equip-
ment from your dealer or:

COLUMBIA MOTOR CORP.

419 East 110th 5t., New York 29, N. Y

Table Top
Grand Prix

(Continued from page 29 )

the wheel is made of softer rubber. The
fastest lap possible with the locked rear-
end car was approximately 70 scale mph,
while the fastest lap was 96.5 scale mph for
the new type car, owing to the bite coming
out of the corners and climbing the bridge
upgrade. 1 am told that speeds of 160
scale mph are possible with a ten foot
straight.

Also available are a 25 G.P. Ferrari, an
Austin Healey Sport, and a 2/4 Aston
Martin is now being prepared. For the
tests, the power was supplied by a 114
amp twelve-volt DC model railroad trans-
former. However, the power supply that
comes with this Scalextric set is in the form
of three Ever-ready #126 batteries en-
closed in a sturdy simulated brick house,
the type that may be found on several
British circuits. I am told by a representa-
tive of Scalextric that the cars perform
just as well on these batteries.

At the present time four sets are avail-
able. Each includes two cars, drivers, track,
batteries, fences, wire and lubricating oil.
However, one may purchase enough extra
track to lay out a fairly close replica of
any existing circuit in the world. 1 am
told that in a month or so it will be
possible to get special track that will fit
on the inside and on the outside of the
existing track so one may run three or
four cars abreast.

Set #3 has a section of flat cross-over
track like an ordinary cross-street, which
should prove to be a great place for “gyn-
ormous shunts.” The fences at the turns
afford all the crowd-safety you will need.

(Continued on page 59)
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AUTOSHOES

These specially designed driving shoes of supple
black leother hove steel plates between the ball
of the foot and the double sole in order te dis-
tribute the pressure frem the feot pedals over o
lorger area, thus preventing undue fatigue. A
layer of sponge rubber between the soles cushions
the heel when walking. The outer sole is continued
vp the heel of the sthoe, forming the counter and
taking the weor that comes from driving. Its flat
shape also holds the feot in the correct pesition
for pedal operation. The shoes ore extremely light
weight (18 o1. o pairl and exceptionally com-
fortable for long driving. Guoronteed to fit ond
le satisfy or your money cheerfully refunded.
Sorry, no C.0.D. $13.95 ppd in the U.S. Calil.
add 49, tox. Please stote size. FREE Xmaos gift
wrapping, if requested.

AUTOSHOES
Box 25483, DEPT. A12, LOSs ANGELES. CAL
SHOWROOM: Ed Lynch Sports Cor Equipment,
1449 Westwood Bivd., L. A, 24,

For wyour
Sport Cars'
protection and
your peace of
mind! The BURGLAR
- ALARM. Simple to in
stall. Small, light. mounts
under hood, switch on dash
Any tampering with your *‘jew.
el'* or a bump from a Detroit car
while parked and it sounds your
horn for 15 seconds. Resets itsell auto
matically—Perfect for unlockable cars
Only $3.95 ea

Free caotalog c_O,D-“
W excePt .
post Plaq a% &

L
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CONCOURSE
DEPT. A9 P.O. BOX 788
PALM SPRINGS, CALIF.

VOLKSWAGEN

DUAL CARB MANIFOLDS

® Greotly increased oaccelerotion, paning

ability & top speed.

Fits all VW's including trucks & Ghia with

standard oil bath air cleaners.

Manifold designed for wse with standard

VW Solex carburetors.

® Easily instoled by onyone with detailed
instruction manual included.

Complete kit price only s48°0

prepoid

WRITE
O W

FOR FREE BROCHURE

DIETZ ENGINEERING CO
Mich

28749 Floral, Rose

lle

RACING M

A2
S

FASTEN THE HOOD AND HELP
PREVENT ACCIDENTS
Contnental thyle |~ heavy grosned leather wrops, therdy plated
buchlen  Complets with fasteners —can be movnted in minuter
Sungle dloot over hood srop §7 95 Paw of end waps [dn
wated) 34 95 Send chech or money order o
SIGNAL HILL MOTORS
PO Bex 8173 Nashwille 17, Tennsises
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Table Top Grand Prix

(Continued from page 58)

For the enthusiast who wishes to con-
struct a permanent course set-up there are
a myriad of landscaping possibilities from
the model railroad kingdom: trees, shrubs,
landing strips, bridges, tunnels, pits, and
soldiers (which, slightly altered, will do
for pit-crews). The track layouts may be
modeled after existing courses, or you can
dream up vour own. A semi-permanent
layout can be built on a lew large sheets
of plywood, that can ecasily be stored,
altho’ just to hook the track together and
race can afford a great deal of fun. Espe-
cially if you. and several of your friends,
OWN your own private cars.

I'm on my way back to Polk’s now. Last
night T went disguised as Sophie Tucker,
but after three laps, they recognized me
and gave me the black flag. You see, the
LT.C.R.A. (International Toy Car Racing
Association) has banned me for unsports-
manlike conduct. They claim 1 did, by
cunning and with malice aforethought,
rub the rear wheels of an opponent’s car
with chicken fat, and they also found out
that I lied about my age when I applicd
for my competition license. I told them 1
was only twelve, so Bob Coogan has been
banned from [.T.C.R.A. racing for a whole
year.

Maybe tonight they'll let Bob Coogan...

Elkart Lake

By Cumberford & Mott
(Continued from page 31)

Shelby (in the Class D Maser) stormed
into the lead. Hill (in the Class C Ferrari)
contented himself with dogging Hans-
gens’ tail fin for a while before moving in-
to second. (Walt soon began a series of
pit stops—radiator hoses, etc. — which
ended in his retirement after 19 laps.)

Crawford insisted he wanted to play
with the big boys and dashed off in the
Porsche RS to give them fits. The D type
of John Gordon Benett/Charlic Wallace,
the Mercedes of O’Shea/Thompson and
the 35 Ferrari of Honest John Kilborn/
Deacon Howard Hively (aided by pit
signs such as “I Love You") began shifting
through 1o join the front runners. And
there they stayed throughout, finally fin-
ishing 4th, 5th & 6th respectively.

Twentey-six laps had elapsed, about an
hour in time, when Phil Hill assumed
the lead. Shelby, aided and abetted by an
Allard that managed to get in everyone's
way all day, had taken the escape road
at station twelve., Hill was never headed.
or even pushed, the rest of the day.
(Shelby took the same escape road under
similar conditions later in the day). And
so it was Hill, Shelby and Crawford from
that moment on.

Last year, when the comedy team of
Kilborn and Hively won the six hour race

(Continued on page 60)

Volkswagen Owners! NOW get Both

®THE RELIABILITY YOU WANT

eTHE PERFORMANCE YOU NEED

with a

JUDSON
SUPERCHARGER

Fifty percent more horse-
power. Cuts

time in half. Eliminates loss

acceleration

of power on hills. Better con-
trol for safer driving. Dou-
bles passing ability at any
speed.

;*mﬂ'- BRINGING COMPLETE SATISFACTION TO
THOUSANDS OF VOLKSWAGEN OWNERS

Experience a new Ihrill in driving. Imagine cutting your accelerction time in half . . .
having 50% more horsepower ot your command . . . toking hills in high . . . cruising
olong at a higher speed with less engine effort , . . shifting geors helf as much in city
driving . . . the engine responding | dialely to the touch of your foot on the acceler-
ator. You can pass when you want fo and have extra power when you need it. A Judson
Supercharger on your Yolkiwogen will give you this improved performance and surging
power smoothly, dependably and without sacrificing engine life In any way. Only Judson
gives you a complete superchorger insiallation designed specifically for the Volkswagen,

IT's ING W 9 :Pluu snd me complete Information on the)
“The Increase In acceleration is posi- | judi0n YW Supercharger. sc.!
fively amazing. | would never have be- | |
lieved it possible” :N.“

“] never knew what | was missing until 1

" Adid:

“I now have over ffty thousand miles
on my Judson Supercharged YW and it iCity. Stale.

is the best invesimen! | ever mode"” '~--cccccccccccccancenennas

JUDSON RESEARCH AND MFG. CO.
CONSHOHOCKEN 3, PENNA.

MGA LICENSE PLATE BRACKET
—No holes to drill—constructed
from one piece of heavy gauge
Aluminum—bolts to front
bumper.

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS
MGA GRILLE GUARD

The grille is defended from parking cars, etc.,
by a one-piece grille guard, which bolts di-
rectly to the frame. There are no holes to drill.
The guard is heavily chrome plated and makes
an excellent badge bar. It will withstand a
force of 500 Ibs. Fits the MGA only. $18.75

LUGGAGE RACK—No holes to drill—sits on
four large suction cups. Fits MGA, Triumph,
Austin Healey, Corvette and T-Bird—please

$1.75 state make and year of car. $24.75

Manufactured By

ACCESSORY ENGINEERING
P. 0. BOX ng_.:t:m:‘li:: BEACH, CALIFORNIA

Prices includes Postoge
Add 4%, Tox in Calif.
Sorry, Ne C.O.D.
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