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Austin A55 was SCI staff car during BMC record runs, cguver-
ing 2127 miles. We were fond of and confident in the car, as
it pulled well and handled well in the mountains. BELOW:
During fast cornering the suspension works hard and the car
stays flat. With a full load steering is light and predictable.
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record runs, our choice of wheels was an Austin A55

four-door sedan. It was roomy enough to carry the
mass of impedimenta required for such an expedition and
it also could claim blood relationship to the 245-mph MG
streamliner, EX-181. Both cars, for example, use the same
cylinder block, that of the BMC B-type engine. By the time
we returned the A55 to Gough Industries, the Western U.S.
distributor, we had lived with the able and willing compact
sedan for over 2000 miles. Most of these were SCI-driven but
the car also was shaken down by much of the exclusive
talent congregated on the Salt, including Stirling Moss,
Phil Hill, MG chief engineer Syd Enever, and British
Petroleum’s Brian Cooper. This resulted in an unusual
cross-section of interesting opinion.

The most controversial feature of the A55 is undoubtedly
the Manumatic automatic clutch with which our test car
was equipped. This device eliminates the clutch pedal. The
lightest touch on the column-mounted shift lever disen-
gages the clutch and from then on a system of solenoids and
vacuum-actuated controls regulates engine revs and the
declutch-reclutch operation. Even though you may have the
throttle on the floor during gear changes, it is totally under
the control of the Manumatic brain which opens and closes
the throttle at its own placid pace. Moss frankly liked the
Manumatic, as he liked almost everything about the car.
He is a firm advocate of the smaller personal car wherever
traffic conditions are at all heavy. But the majority of us—
let’s just say the SCI personnel—did not regard the Manu-
matic approach to two-pedal control as something we'd
care to own and, above all, turn our wives loose with.

One reason is that the centrifugal clutch employed re-
mains all-off until engine revs reach a brisk clip, when it
engages suddenly and the car jumps forward or backward,
depending upon the gear you're in. This is scarcely a dis-
advantage in wide open areas, but in moderately tight park-
ing spaces it gives cause for concern and real care. Another
thing, the centrifugal clutch makes clean, silent double-
clutch downshifts to first gear impossible, desirable as they
would be in a car of the A55's displacement, torque and
gearing. Another price paid for the luxury of automation
is very slow gear changes, no matter how quickly the shift
lever is moved.

So we prefer the manual transmission, particularly for
city use which demands constant gearbox work. We also
criticise the balkiness of the A55's column shift, a nagging
annoyance in an otherwise highly satisfying and well-engi-
neered car. We found it necessary more than a few times
to start out in second because it was impossible to engage
first. Especially since the A55’s front seats are intended to
accommodate only two persons in genuine comfort, it seems
that Austin would do well to return to the clean-cut and
foolproof floor-shift gearbox that still is used on, for ex-
ample, its sister car, the Wolseley.

The A55’s engine is almost identical to that of the hardy,
punishment-immune MGA. The only major visible differ-
ence is the single carb on the A55 in place of the dual ar-
rangement on the MGA. Realizing this, you expect the
Austin’s engine-noise level to be on a par with that of the
MGA and you're surprised to find it very silent, right up to
the top end. A different camshaft giving a lower rev peak,
probably less-stiff valve springs and good sound-proofing of
the engine compartment all contribute to this, making the
A55 a properly quiet family conveyance. In our experience,
the four cylinder ohv engine fired up almost instantly after
standing for hours in cold, wet weather and, other than a
loping idle, was smooth as a six at all other engine speeds.
It has the same, soft, easy throttle response that often is
associated with sixes.

Austin of England has built an enviable reputation over
the years by emphasizing the practical rather than the spec-
tacular, by stressing durability, economy and comfort rather
than glitter and go. In keeping with this, the A55's per-
formance is serviceably thrusty without being hot. Its “go”
aspect most worthy of comment lies in its high speed range.

(Continued on page 63)

BOUND for Bonneville last autumn to cover the BMC

AUSTIN A55 DELUXE SEDAN with MANUMATIC TRANSMISSION

TOP SPEED:

Two-way average . ...
Fastest one-way run

ACCELERATION:

..79.8 mph
81.4 mph

“ I

Sterling Moss drove our test car: “. . . just the motor
car for modern city traffic”. He also liked Manumatic
clutch, wide-opening door and genuine leather seats.

FUEL CONSUMPTION:
IR DO (5% va's chdhsws cisen s 18.5 mpg
Average driving (under 60 mph)..25 mpg

BRAKING EFFICIENCY: (10 successive emergency stops from 60
mph, just short of locking wheels):
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tContinued from page 39

Across the broad deserts of California.
Nevada and Utah we cruised flat-out all
day long, indicating about 80 mph on the
level and over 85 on downgrades. On long
upgrades we found that the A55 had ex-
ceptional pulling power for a 1500 cc sedan
and that it could walk away from class-
competitors that admittedly can take it on
the straight. Between Los Angeles and
Bonneville there are four mountain passes,
all at least 7000 feet above sea level. Loaded
as it was, the A55 pulled each of these in
top gear at about 40 mph. There was just
one exception where the last quarter-mile
before the summit had to be taken in
third.

Third gear's ratio is frustratingly low.
It’s the gear you want to drop down to for
passing at normal highway speeds. How-
ever, it's absolutely done at 55 mph and
there’s nowhere to go but into fourth,
where very little urge is left for overtaking.
On up- or down-shifts we found it impos-
sible to beat the synchromechanism. In
fact, rushing a shift gets you nothing. The
level will not enter its slot, regardless of
pressure, until the gears are ready to mesh
congenially.

The A55's steering has the fine, light,
quick, live character that is practically in-
herent in the light car and thoroughly
alien to the heavy Detroit product. Heavily
laden as we were on our cross-country
runs, the steering remained consistent
when cornering, even on wet pavement.
With only the driver aboard, the tail
seemed to wag the dog a bit during hard,
fast cornering. Body roll was imperceptible
to occupants . . . and nearly so to the
camera, as you can see. The A35’s ride is
taut and firm, but not even remotely as
harsh as that of the MGA. Small surface
irregularities are not totally crased. On
the other hand, really severe bumps that
would be punishing to passengers in most
Detroit cars are smoothed out in stride by
the A55. .

Its brakes are very good . . . nothing
better is required of the family-type road
machine. Fade during the ten emergency-
stop test was slight and pedal travel was
scarcely affected, although the car began
to pull strongly to the right near the end
of the brake-test series. There is no per-
ceptible nosing-down of the front end and
there is minimal need for the occupants
to brace themselves during hard braking.

The A55's appetite for fuel is reason-
ably moderate but not remarkable. On one
704-mile run in hot weather, driving flat-
out whenever possible and climbing stcad-
ily in altitude, our test car averaged 17.8
mpg. During acceleration and top-speed
runs we recorded 18.5 mpg. Highway cruis-
ing at 55 to 60 mph produced a figure of

(Continued on pageéé6 )

ARNOLT.BMSTOL Hal Stetson of Lexington, Mass. is shown

setting a new course record for 2 litre produc-

tion sports cars at the testing 2.3 mile

sets course Thor{)pson, Conn. Raceway aboe:d zlm
T Arnolt-Bristol Bolide. But the same Arnolt-
ecord at Bristol Bolide that masters hill and hairpin
Thompson on the racecourse is just as much at home en

route to the country club or supermarket.
A true dual purpose sports car, the Bolide
Sole Distributors of - has no peers at its price. ($4250 delivered
Bristol Engine Parts , US.A)

for the Americas. Com-
plete Engine Parts N,
plete Engine Parts g S H ARNOLT 1nc.
400, 402, 403, 405, A C CHICAGO SALES SALONS
Bristol, Arnolt-Bristol. : 153 East Ohio Street — 5840 North Broadway

. PARTS AND SERVICE CENTER: 2130 North Lincoln Avenue
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BAITISH CAR PANTS NEW COMPETITION GRINDS

] NEPOLITE- Pistons ond Rings
4 WELLWORTNY—Pistons cnd Rings c OVE N T R Y c l l MA x
JAMES—Valves ond Guides
TERRY—Valve Springs
PAYEM—Gaske!s and 0il Seals
BORG AMD BECK— (lutches

LOCKNEED AND _
GIRLING Broke Ports
LUCAS—Ignition, Lomps, etc.

BRITISH CAR PARTS
VANDERVELL—Engine Bearings
RANSOME AND MARLES—Boll ond U

Roller Bearings 3
WHITELEY—Water Pumps,
Tie Rod Ends, Universals
LODGE —Spark Plugs
AMCO—Accessories
Also Top Lines of Rodiater Meses,
Fan Belts, Oil Filters, Broke ond
Cluteh Linings.

e

Combine this famous name in engines
with the most famous name in racing
camshafts and it adds up to champion-
ship performance.

RACING VALVE SPRINGS: For use in con-
junction with these super performing
camshafts to provide the ultimate in

GERMAN CAR PARTS increased power and efficiency.
ROLBERSENINT- WRITE FOR INFORMATION
ATE—Lockheed CAMS and ENGINEERED KITS

Broke Ports In Stock for the Following:
ATe=Yolies, Ning Sels o AUSTIN-HEALEY o VOLKSWAGEN
F8S—Clutches o JAGUAR o PORSCHE o VOLVO
REIZ—Gaskets o TR2, TR3 o MGA, M6 o3& <

We also grind cams for
other foreign cars. Write
for specific information on

GERMAN CAR PARTS

GREER—Oil Seals your car. 3¢,
uﬁdll_g:::: Ploss VALVE TIMING for MAXIMUM OUTPUT
- " The most authentic and comprehensive
JWIS—Timing Chains book ever put out on all phases of cam
C06—Fon Belts installation and valve timing. It brings to

light many of the secrets never before
revealed on increasin’ goﬂormancc.
ORE

Mony Other Leoding
German Replocement
Ports.

SPECIAL SECTION ON IGN CARS.
only $1.00 pestpaid

ED ISKENDERIAN

607 No Inglewood Ave
Dept SCI Inglewood, California

N, INC

STRIBUTOR

E
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RATE: 25¢ per word. Minimum 10 words. May
issue closes February 17th. Send orders and
remittance to: SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATED,
366 Madison Avenue, N. Y. C. 17.

FOR SALE

BUILD Your Own Supercharger — Complete
lans and instructions, $1.00. Alanne Products,
3ox 135, Watertown 2, Conn.

JAGUAR owners, Healey owners: Stainless Steel
Flexible Exhaust Tubing Permanent replacement
between exhaust pipe and muffler. Complete
with heavy-.d\ig' clamps. Healey $5.50, Jaguar
$5.95 (modified requires two) postpaid. Quan-
tity inquiries invited from dealers. Q:;ilco, P.O.
Box 1128-S, Rochester 3, N. Y.

SPORTS Car Sketches — 8x10 pen & ink draw-
ings. Ideal gift for the enthusiast. 300SL, Ferrari,
D-Jag, XK140, AH100S, TR-3, Porsche, VW,
MG-TC-D-F-A. Complete set of 12 prints $5.00.
Any 4 $2.00. No C.0.D’s. Ed Wood, 8310 Hood
Drive, Richmond, Va.

500 cc BUILDERS!! Plans and instructions for
Formula III racing car. $5.00. Send for list of

g:.rts. Dane BacinéaCars. 13015-C Lorne St.,
orth Hollywood, California.

HELMETS, British, white leather. World fa-
mous ‘‘Skulgarde’’. Flexible peak, white leather
side flaps. gerb British workmanship. Terri-
fic value $13.75 postpaid. State size. Tops-All
Imports, 16602 Parthenia Sepulveda, Calif.s-

4 SEATER Morgan 1955 TR 2 Engine. Going

overseas. Sacrifice $1500. Excellent condition.

gloy.g’an' Hibernia Route, Green Cove Springs,
orida.

CLOSE OUT-Safety belts, metal buckle, 2”
5800 1b. test nylon webbinf, Light Blue, Blue,
Green, Gray, Maroon, Flame Red, formerly
$12.95 ea., now 85.95. Car clubs; 10 or more
$4.95 ea. L. B. Pierlot, 1010 So. Fir Ave., Ingle-
wood 1, Calif.

MERCEDES W196 (Nurburg) metal friction
drive car. 10” long, silver-gray finish. $3.25.
R. Kenny, 1796 Mansfield, Port Huron, Mich.

FERRARI Testa Rossa '57. This car has been
raced and raced well, placing 2nd in class in
Mille Miglia and first in class at Nurburgring
1000 Kilometers. Never bashed or bumped. En-
gine completely rebuilt at Modena. Original cost
of the car was $8500; will sell for $6000. Gotfrid
Koechert, Neuer Markt 15, Vienna I, Austria.

BUY Government Surplus Boats; LST’s; LCVP’s:
Aircrafts; Jeeps; Tractors; Trailers; Shop equip-
ment; Walkie-Talkies; Amphibious vehicles;
Misc. Buy direct now from U. S. Government.
Depot List & Procedure $1.00. Brody, Box 8-SC.
Sunnyside 4, New York.

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

THE Truth about Speed-Power-Mileage Equip
ment. Free Catalog. Write! Almquist Engineer
ing, Milford SC2, Pennsylvania.

MUFFLER rusting? Coat it with Poly-Zinc, the
Liquid Galvanize, for all steel surfaces. $2.00/
pint. Box 376, Cohasset, Massachusetts.

CHROME Plating Kit for automobile chrome-
ware. Easy to use. $2.98 postpaid anywhere.
Guaranteed. Fairmont Chemical Company, East
Syracuse, New York.

SPORTS CAR BODIES

FIBERGLAS Sports Bodies — Easily bolts on
Crosley. Fiat, etc. — $295. Jaguar, Ford, Chev,
etc. — $495. Free Brochure. Almquist Engineer
ing, Milford SC4, Pennsylvania.

MISCELLANEOUS

NOW Dismantling — All types foreign cars
Jaguar, Porsche, VW, MGTD, MGTC, MGTF,
Alvis, Anglia, Austin, Healey, Consul, Hillman,
Jowett, Morris, Renault, Rover, Singer, Sun
beam, TR-2. All inquiries welcomed. Sherman
Way Auto Wreckers, 12643 Sherman Way, No.
Hollywood, Calif. PO-50360, ST-75479.

FREE Information: Earn high pay. All trades.
Foreign and USA Job Opportunities. Travel paid.
Applications, write Dept. 62G, National Em-
ployment Information, 1 Broad, Newark, N.J.

ADVERTISER PAGE NO.
Accessory Engineering ... .. .. 59
Arnolt, Inc., S. H. N 63
Arnolt Corp. ... sssesiassnss. O4
Auto Books ... n
Avutoshoes ...

Beck Distributing Corp. ...
Bentley, Inc., Robert .
Berkeley Coachworks, Ltd. .. ..

Brigham-St. John, Inc. ... RS .. 63
Calif. Sports Cars — Accessories .. ... 58
Carlyle Blackwell Studio .. ... . ... .. ... 50
Chevrolet Division of General Motors ... 5
Columbia Motor Corp. ... .. 65
Competition Accessories ... RS b
Continental Tags . Sosi ssnsFinsaiesstarissnieiessis 108
Dietz Engineering Co., O. W. . . 60
Devin Enterprises 63
Diners Club ............ ... . 57
Edith’s Terry Covers ............ . 62
PIbar PVOdORi .....ooinvvinivisisvissivmrsnsissusanivins 10, 50
Gordon & Co., Inc., R. ... 50
Haan, Vilem B. ... 48

Hambro Automotive Corporation ... SECOND COVER

Honollne; Biade o cunnnmissnaasinaimnss 56
Hannibal Sales Co. ............ccocoooiiiiiiiiiiie 60
Heath Company 5
Hi-Fi Directory .. 64

Hi-Fi Guide & Yearbook . s
Hi-Fi & Music Review ...
Iskenderian, Ed, ..

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

Sports Cars lllustrated, February, 1958

ADVERTISER PAGE NO.

Jaguar Cars North American Corporation e
FOURTH COVE

Jones Box Corp., Jesse . 60
Judson Research & Mfg. Co. .. 58, 59
King-Size, Inc. ........ s . . .. 50
Lee, Co., Don . .. - " sorsessini - 0@
McFarlane Industries . . 62
Mitten, MG B . R 13
Ossie& Reg .. ... ... 58
Plastioon; IRE. ......cco.ccocvimesssasnmensensrursasrennsassnss ... 60
Polk’s Model Croft Hobbies ... . 55
Porsche . " e, 33
Post Motor Books .. . sessssies . aviie 08
Ramcote Products . R sesess SO
Rand Co., Poul D. .. ... ... . 64
Remco Accessories ... e . 50
Rexroth Associates . P . 62
Riverside Records . ... . 7
Shermon Way Auto Wreckers .. s .. 60
Simca 49
S.PM. Ld. aviivisess o 56
Standard-Triumph Motor Co., Inc. ... .. 45
Stevens Engineering Co. . Ty . 58
Studebaker-Packard Corp. ... 3
Stylized Emblem Company ............................ 62
horoughbred Car Company ....................... 62

Toptex, Inc.
VDO Instruments .
Weber Tool Co. .
Wilco
Wynn Oil Company ............iiiiiiiiiaiins 61

66

PRINTED IN U.S.A.

AUSTIN A55

(Continued from page 63)

25.2 mpg, indicating a much stingier con-
sumption under more leisurely driving con-
ditions. Oil consumption during the 2000
miles was nil.

The fundamental character of the A55
is reflected in its bodywork. It is very
solid, stylish in a restrainedly-gay manner,
roomy, safe and, above all, practical. No
rattles or squeaks developed in our long
stay with the car. There is nothing gro-
tesque or “typically-miniature” about its
appearance. Visibility is excellent in all
directions, passenger accommodation is
spacious for four, will tolerate six, and
headroom is surprisingly large. The below-
dashboard parcel tray which extends across
the body is a great convenience. It is com-
plemented by a glove compartment which
can be locked.

Passing through several rainstorms of
deluge-magnitude, we found that the seal-
ing of doors and decklid against rain is
completely effective. The heater and de-
froster proved very comfortable in desert
nights in the 40° F range. No-draft vents
in both front and rear windows, in addi-
tion to their ventilating function, help to
reduce or control the level of wind noise
in the passenger space.

The A55's luggage space, enlarged con-
siderably over that of the previous model,
is four feet wide, three feet deep and just
under two feet high. Tools are carried on
a recessed tray high on the forward wall of
the luggage space and the spare wheel
and tire are cradled on a hinged tray
underneath the rear compartment. The
tray is lowered by turning a fine-thread
screw drive with the car’s hand crank
until the spare can be slid out under the
rear bumper. Manumatic models do not
come with hand cranks, but a short, L-
shaped tool is provided for spare-tray op-
eration. With it the opening and closing
processes are much slower than with a
cranked handle. Since the tray must be
lowered even to check air pressure in the
spare, owners will find it worthwhile to
(a) obtain a cranked or “speedwrench”
handle and (b) to make the simple in-
stallation of an air hose that will permit
inflating the spare without removing it
from its otherwise entirely practical stow-
age space.

The A55 is not the lowest-priced car in
its displacement-performance range, nor
is it the most cheaply-made by any means.
It's a highly durable, comfortable, well-
built light car . . . a family car designed
to build marque loyalty. The Manumatic
clutch and the current Austin column
shift, frankly, do not inspire us. Aside
from these complaints we feel that the
Austin A55 is a fine and desirable light

car. X
—Griff Borgeson
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