letters

JAGUAR DRIVERS' CLUB
Jaguar owners are cordially invited to
join the American Branch (es) of the
Jaguar Drivers’ Club. The club is officially
recognized by the Jag factory and the
RAC; as a matter of fact, Sir William
Lyons is president. The main branch is
in London and has over 1000 members.
For further information write:  Jaguar
Drivers” Club, 116 Laurel Grove, Kent-
ficld, Calif.
Gene Babon
Kentfield, Cal.

KEN'S SHIRT

The cover photograph on your December
issue is very good, as usual, however, Mr.
Blackwell’s photo of Ken Miles raises a
uestion.

Are the west coast drivers, cither under
SCCA or local group sanction, permitted
to drive in clothing such as Mr, Miles dis-
plays? That is, are the drivers not held
to the “shirt sleeve” rule or to the fire-
prool coverall regulations: Whether My
Miles” polo shirt is fireproof or not is not
evident; however, his arms are exposed.

William M. Walsh
Bedford, N. Y.

At present, omy the SCCA requires
flame-proof clothing. The California Sports
Car Club, of which Miles is President,
recommends it but does not insist. M.
Miles undoubtedly feels that polo shivis
need not be solely for polo players.—FEd.

SWEETS FOR THE SWEET

How about stopping this “goody™ stull.
“Goodies under the hood” “Hidden
goodies™ ete. What the H--- is goody about
a camshaft, a valve spring or a diion rear
end? It's all a bit sickening. Preuty soon
sport cars will contain “adorable” or “dar-
ling features.

H. A. Morlock
Buffalo, N\ Y.

They willz It's all according to who's
driving, clium.—Fd.

CLASSIC HOT SHOT?

Enjoy your magazine very much, but
have a question. 1 have scarched high and
low in this area for an American Austin ov
a Crosley Hot Shot or Super Sports—with
no success. Saw  one  Austin roadster
(American) and the owner said there were
only two like it in California. Does this
scarcity make such a car a classic? If not.
what does make a classic’ Seems everyone
has his own opinion. What's yours.

Are there any Hot Shot Clubs anywhere?

Bob Sterling
Pleasant Hill, Cal.

If you couldn’t afford it new, but can
now; if it's representative of a school of
design; if it's a limited production item;
or if now it’s appreciating rather than de-
preciating . . . you've got a classic. Fo
Crosley Club info, write: George Drum,
Service Motors, 581 Hempstead Turnpike,
Elmont, N.Y —Ed.

(Continued on page 10)
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The Easiest Way

TO INCREASE

POWER!

ECONOMY!
ENGINE LIFE!

y THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

ABARTH

OF
ITALY

FREE-EXHAUST MUFFLERS

w 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD place Mille Miglia, and
Ist and 2nd place Sebring winners in 1957
used ABARTH mufflers! Now you can enjoy,
on your own car, the power increase, im-
proved acceleration, greater fuel economy
and longer engine life—with absolute relia-
bility—that have established ABARTH as the
world's finest muffler. The exacting, preci-
sion workmanship found in the ABARTH
muffler will be reflected directly in the per-
formance of your car — especially in hill-
climbing and passing. Installation is so easy
you can do it yourself! WARNING: Beware of
imitations! Look for the ABARTH Seal.

VW & KG, '55 and earlier

VW & KG, '56 and later, deluxe
Porsche, all models

Borgward, all models
Mercedes 190-5L

Mercedes 220-5

Fiat 600

Fiat 1100

Jaguar XK-140M & XK-150, two dual

mufflers —total 4 barrels
Renaulit Dauphine
Renault 4-CV

MG-A

The Beautiful, 3-Color ABARTH Shield
Now Available at Only #1.50

in response to hundreds of requests, we have obtained a supply of
this attractive, world-renowned shield for sports cars enthusiasts.
Beautifully enameled in three colors. 2}4,” high. Rush your order today!

Write For Booklet » Dealer Inquiries Invited

FISHER PRODUCTS
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letters

the big fast four

1 am as proud as the next guy of the
commendable efforts of the Chrysler,
Studebaker, Chevrolet, etc. attempts to
turn the American automobile into a real
grand turisimo machine, and realize that
they have gone a long way, but . .. a few
questions please.

(1) If 1 read my copy of The Sporis Car,
Its Design and Performance, and the specs
of the cars concerned, including power,
suspension, roll center and C.G., it seems
very unlikely that a Plymouth Fury will
out-corner an XKI140. Admittedly, the
XK140 isn't the best cornering vehicle in
the world, particularly on slow bends, but
neither is the Fury.

(2) You speak of all the money you'd
have to spend to get speed equivalent to
the 300-C's. How true, if you speak of pos-
sible top speed. But it is not the possible
speed, in my opinion, with which we
should concern ourselves. It is instead the
speed at which the average, non-profes-
sional (though skilled) driver can or will
drive the car. In the same issue, you state
that suspensions that feel perfectly safe at
speeds of 70 or 80 on the open road can
feel horribly frightening at 120 or better.
I, for one, would be terribly afraid to drive
a 300-C at 145 or anywhere close to that,
particularly if I thought I might have to
haul that heavy, heavy front-end and that
live, live rear-end off a straight line. I
think I can find a car that no 300-C owner,
in his right mind, would pass—and for
considerably less than the $10,000 quoted.

(3) After stating that the supercharger
on a Golden Hawk works like “a fan
stuck in the end of a drain pipe,” the
author calls me Junior. At least 1 am old
enough to know that there is something
more to a supercharger than a fan and a
drainpipe. (At least there is if this one is
as good as he would have us think!)

To sum up: I am not one of the sports
car snobs. I approve heartily of the prog-
ress being made at Detroit in the direction
of faster, safer motoring, and I look to the
future with a great deal of expectation;
but, until I see a Fury with bucket seats,
a de-chromed D-500, a few more stockers
with the sensible instrumentation of the
Hawks, a 100 inch or less wheelbase 300-C,
and an American engine with something
a little better than a single, centrally-lo-
cated camshaft driving long chains ol
metal parts all the way to the valves
through the cast iron block, 1 will still
call them Detroit road monsters. Fast
monsters, sure; but monsters, nonetheless,
and not very safe ones at that.

While we're on the subject, let’s all pray
together that Chevy will use some of the
excellent devices designed by their Mr.
Duntov on standard Corvettes in the near
future, or maybe even on a few stock
Chevs. Here are the people who could
build a real US. G.T. machine!

Bill Peabody
Dallas, Texas

You are entitled to your opinions re
monsters, Bill — you're not alone. How-
ever, you misread our siatement concern-



ing suspensions. We were referring to sus-
pension setting, not systems (of which, in-
cidentally the Fury's is one of the best
going). Finally, how else would you re-
duce that sort of blower to it's simplest
terms?—Ed.

to maintain . . .

When I think of all the hours I've spent
polishing, “re-doing” and generally slav-
ing my time away for the sole purpose of
keeping my TC looking respectable, 1
could not help but be amused at the
thought of trying the same thing on my-
self. “Maintenance” was a delightful bit
of whimsey. I thoroughly enjoyed it.

Mrs. Lynn Lowenthal
Great Neck, N. Y.

It’s about time you printed something
besides how to hop up a hopped-up VW.
More like Maintenance if you please.

Stan Reynolds
Coral Gables, Fla.

What was the exact address of the Hesel-
tine domain? I have searched New York
for sight of the Pierce to no avail. How can
I get in touch with this remarkable chap—
there are a few things I would like to dis-
cuss with him.

Robert Wallach
Yaphank, N. Y.

... Or not

Every month 1 motor to the corner ma-
gazine rack and begin the ritual of pawing
through the regular pile of assorted Freu-
dian junk to get to Sports Cars Illustrated,
which I have always labeled “Well Done”
after each digested copy, until this month
when I came onto a bit about a fellow
who road tested a concours maintained
female from the last century. Now I ask
you, Really! Lets stick to the internal com-
bustion type and leave the tripe to others.
Your Grand Prix coverages are very well
done.

A. L. Gilbert
Boston, Mass.

We're sort of partial to internal combus-
tion types, too.—Ed.

As an enlightened college student, I am
forced to rebel at the article by Mr. Dem-
bling. I cannot see how an article like that
can share the covers with Healeys, Fangio
and Bonneville.

1f I want to read about gals in hotel rooms
and gay boys, I'll pick up any of the dozen
trash magazines on the newsstand. We
Brooklyn College students are notoriously
short of money, and when we put down
thirty-five hard earned cents for a maga-
zine about sports cars, we expect to read
about sports cars.

Ilearned nothing about Stutzes or Pierces
and care less about early American Cook-
books. Now lets try to keep our minds
out of the gutter and in the cockpit.

Carl Klass
Brooklyn, N. Y.

If that's the way you want it we will try—
however, this is a family magazine.—Ed.

PLASTIC CAR KITS ............ $2.00 ea.
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Hailed by expert modelers as the most detailed plastic
kits ever seen, These MERIT kits are complete in every
detail of the representative cars. All parts & cement
are supplied. NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. Scale is 1/24
and finished model is 612" long. They are beauties.
Cars are from left to right as pictured:
® GP CONNAUGHT o GP MERCEDES e LOTUS Mk 11
* GP MASERATI o D JAGUAR o GP FERRARI =
ASTON MARTIN DB-3S » COOPER Mk 9 » GP VANWALL

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
all 9 kits ........ $16.00 any 6 ... $11.00

TECHNICAL BOOKS

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEER'S
REFERENCE BOOK, $20.00
57 British automotive engineers
amass half-a-million words in
1664 pages & with 1010 dia-
grams, 225 photos in 30 main
sections cover every aspect of
motor car design & production.
The only book of its kind in the
world. A MUST for the engineer
whether professional or do-it-
yourself backyard special tyro.
Descriptive leaflet on request.
AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN ......... verns........$
A TRUE DESIGN book for Engineers & Students.

‘nu SPORTS CAR DESIGN & PERFORMANCE .
Complete design requirements thorol
HI SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENG
Engine design Bible b nrcardu tr|e tcp man.
SPEctiL BU LI:IEI!S [

SPORTS CAR BODY WORK
Drawings & book on

SAFETY !m
BELTS
For racing . U.S. Air Furce' Nearly new 100%

Nylon, 3" wide mth the latest beefed-up metal bars

and the really quick release. Not too pretty but safest

of all. Very hard to get. Can be dyed

Army type Belt... ..$9.95 ea.

With swivel l"tttil'lgs rullv to instail .. . $12.95
(Dealer Inguiries Innl.dl

SERVICE MANUALS

Official factory manuals for Australia are accurate,
authoritative & complete. Each has many illustrations,
charts, diagrams & drawings covering the following:
® ENGINE @ CLUTCH ® GEARBOX ® REAR AXLE
® BRAKES ® FRONT SUSPENSION ® STEERING
® COOLING ® ELECTRICAL ® FUEL SYSTEM
® BODY ® WHEELS & HUBS, etc.

Each # denotes a separate manual as follows:
AUSTIN * A 40 Devon '47-52 % Somerset '52-54
* MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2
* MG-TD % HILLMAN '36-55 » RENAULT 750,760
FORD + V8 & Merc '32-48 & Customline ohv
'55-56 * Custom-Customline '49-54 * Consul-

Zephyr '51-56 & Anglia-Prefect '53-56

% VOLKSWAGEN Incl. 1956 New ed.

MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL
eTCeTDeTFeMGA.....Price $10.00

This one Australian manual covers for all the MG
models listed everything included in the factory man-
uals. Mo further recommendation should be needed.

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF THE MG A........$5.00
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals only with the A
and the ZA Magnette in the first book to be published
on tuning these engines. Author has written many
tuning books and is recognized as an authority. Tips
will also work on Morris, with caution!

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's (to TF-1500)...$4.00
Same author & style as above book but on different

MG's
M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to TF-1500)....... $8.50
Overhaul & tune any MG from bumper to tail light.

MG TF FACTORY MANUAL... $7.50
AUSTIN HEALEY 100 Six SIlIJP MI.N'I.III. (Ml‘gr $12.50
First time available & in limited quantity.

CROSLEY SHOP MANUAL . . . all models......... ..$6.00
MORRIS MINOR Ser M & MM Shop Manual..... .. .$7.50

5 NEW BOOKS

5’0'% ;A{.l‘ﬂl mm JAGU cnu"nlrou
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First of a NEW SERIES of books for Sports Car People.
Each is written by an authority. They are packed with
fotos, facts & figures new to most enthusiasts. A wel-
come addition to every sports library.

SPORTS CARS OF THE WORLD . . . by Robert Halmi . . .
Spex, fotos & prices of all sports cars available in
the U.S. Mfgrs have supplied all info you need.

A GUIDE TO RALLYING . . . Larry Reid . . . Covers the
Rally waterfront from Describing a Rally to 45 Win-
ning Hints & Organization.

JAGUAR GUIDE . . . John Bentley . . . Jag history with
lots of spex & poop on "C' & "D types as well as
maintenance & performance data.

USED SPORTS CAR BUYERS GUIDE ... John Christy. ..
A clear analysis that tells you what to look for in a
car & how to go about making sure you won't get
stuck.

GUIDE TO COMPETITION DRIVING . . . Paul O'Shea . . .
Everyone knows the author is well qualified to give
pointers. What is more important is that in doing so
he has produced a well written & easily understood
discussion on a subject very difficult to deal with . . .
it's the first book devoted exclusively to this task.

Price $1.95 ea.

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
All 5 titles ...... $8.75  Any 3 titles ...... $5.50

Automobile Year 1958

To be ready early in March this year's issue of the
most beautiful of all automotive publications will
be the usual King Size (915 x 12%%2) & will contain
208 pages covering all the 1957 Sports & G.P.
Championship events; Also included is a pictorial
& textual description of all the new cars in the
world; informative technical & general articles . . .
AND ., . . hundreds of full color & black & white
photos. Price $9.95,

First orders will receive first available books.
FIRST ED., 1954, $6.50; 1957, $9.95. BOTH $15.50

SPECIAL OFFER 1954, 57 & 58 (all 3)....$25.00
CAR DRIVING AS AN ART .............$3.00

By 5. C. H. (Sammy) Davis famous British all around
motorist this is one of the best books on the subject
Treats with every phase from “Unditching' to Driving
For Performance,

BRITISH CAR REPAIR DATA

SERVICE DATA SHEETS . . .
are printed in England for independ-
ent mechanics with approval of the |
mfgr. Each set consists of 8 8L4x11"
pages for overhaul & maintenance of
Engine; Ignition; Clutch; Gear-box;
Axle; Brakes; Steering, etc. Wiring &
Lube charts plus many sectioned
drawings. | .
DATA SHEETS FOR CARS . . FRII‘:E $1.50 each

Austin A-40 Devon....... 148 MG 'FC Midget..........
A-40 Somerset.. TD Midget.

A-40/50 TF Midget..
Healey Magnette (ZA).

Model “"A"..

Ford Consul-Zephy Morgan Plus 4

Anglia-Prefect .. Morris Minor..

Ang.-Pref, '53 Minor ohv....
Hillman Minx ('49) Rover 75 ('50-51)..
Mirx Mk4&5 60/75 90 '54

Renault 750
Riley 214 lit
Sunbeam Rapi
Sunbeam mp:ne
Triumph TR-2.
Triumph TR-3. ;
CDMPONSNY IIITI SHEETS . . . PRICE $1.00 each
Similar to Car Sheets but fur purchased parts.
Lockheed Brakes.........232 | Borg & Peck Clutches..238
Laycoch Overdrive... Solex AIP-2 Carbs........234
SU Elec. Fuel Pump..228 | Stromberg “'D'’ Carbs..248
AC Fuel Pumps (WS)...250 | Zenith Z-type carb.......242
SU type H-R Carb.....236 SU Carbs General.....246
AC Fuel Pumps T, T, S 240 | Borg Warner O'drive...258
A complete list of data sheets on requ!st.

CARBURETION . . . by C. H. Fisher
VOL 1.—Theory of Fuels, Mixtures, Induction Systems,
Manifold Design, Fuel Injection, etc.. ..$9.50
VOL. 2 Installation & Service_Covers: Zenith, S.U.,
Solex, Stromberg, Carter, Holley, Ford, etc .$9.50
SPECIAL—-Both Vois. (a Complete Re!erence, ...$18.00

In Colifornia PLEASE ADD 4% tox on all orders.

AUTOBOOKS...2708 B MAGNOLIA BLVD., BURBANK 2, CALIF.
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