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GOOD IDEAS

Almost every accessory on the market is
based on a need but not all of them fulfill
that need to the best advantage or in the
most economical way. Here are several good
ideas which have proven out in the past
year:

DRAGER TIRE GAGE reg-
isters in pounds/sq. inch
and atmospheres (Euro-
pean method). Highly ac-
curate, rugged and easy
to use. Black crackle fin-
ish, red & black nu-
merals ........... $6.50

VW LUGGAGE CARRIER is mounted on 8 big suction
cups for quick installation and removal. Super
strong but light, will support several adults, in-
dependent of car roof, pressed steel, finished in
primer

GRAVEL GUARDS for VW
add a touch of class and
protect rear fender lead-
ing edges from rocks,
etc. Formerly $5.00 a
pair, reduced to $3.95

INSTRUMENT CLAMP
holds a 2”, 52 mm, or
2Y4” oil temp gage, am-
meter, etc. securely in
readable position below
or above dash. Solid
brass, chrome plated.
$1.95

ECONOMY MIRROR has
broad base for solid
mounting, no glare glass
and firm adjustment. A
real bargain at ...$2.95
A

OILZUM lubiicants are
truly ‘““The Choice of
Champions’ and if you
are as particular about
the oil in your engine
as most race drivers
you, too, will specify

this specialized product.
If your dealer can’t sup-
gly you, have him call

ompetition Accessories,
Western Distributors,
Oilzum.

MOTOR olL

FERRARI has again won
the Sports Car Cham-
pionship of the world

. on Englebert tires.
Why accept less than
‘‘The World's Finest
Tyre’” for competition,
sport or touring? See
your dealer or write di-
rectly to: 60mpotltlon
Accessories, U.S. Dis-
tributor, Englebert Tires.

énglebert
GWC‘?CESSOFNES

11704 E. Ventura Bivd.
Studio City 2, California
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TECHNOTES

by Stephen F. Wilder

BRAKE LINE BOTHERS
I have a Porsche which has gone about
25,000 miles. I have just relined the brakes,
repacked the front wheel bearings, honed
or replaced the brake and master'cylinders
and replaced all the rubber cups and seals.
I'he entire system has been flushed with
new heavy-duty brake fluid and bled about
six times, but I still suffer a most peculiar
phenomena. When I apply the brakes,
cither gently or strongly, the car pulls
sharply to the left and the brake pedal
immediately sinks about two inches, gets
firm and then the car pulls equally strongly
to the right. When I'm going say 60 or 70
mph, it will jump about one car width
to the left if I hit them hard enough. 1
have checked the free pedal, T have made
sure the drums were scrupulously clean,
and I'm on my second can of brake fluid,
I've bled the lines so many times.
Bill Chenoweth
Enid, Oklahoma

Assuming that you have bled the brakes
properly, the most likely cause of your
trouble would be in your right front brake
hose. If it has aged or deteriorated, it will
expand before the brake pistons on that
side move. Simultaneously, the left front
brake is working, causing the pulling to
the left. When the hose finishes expanding,
the pedal stops its rapid sinking and the
brake pistons move, moving the brake shoes
and causing pull to the right. If you re-
place this hose, I am sure that your trouble
will vanish.

MGA and NASH METROS

What engine parts are interchangeable
between the MGA and the Nash Metro-
politan? I understand that they use
basically the same 1500 cc B-type BMC
engine.

Bud West
Bethel, Ohio

You’re right, they do. The interchange-
ability picture on BMC assemblies is very
interesting; in most cases you can bolt
Nash parts right on to your MGA without
fuss or worry, though sometimes the re-
duction in performance will be so great
that such a move should only be done as a
stop-gap measure. On the other hand,
Metro owners can buy a vast supply of
speed equipment at their nearest MG
dealer.

I checked with Gus Ehrman of Hambro
on this and here is the scoop as he gave it
to me. There have been three different
Metro engines, the earliest one being fol-
lowed by the Series 11 and II1. These cor-
respond respectively, to the Austin A-40
Somerset, the A-40 Cambridge, and the
Austin A-55 (see road test, page 38). The
latter (51 bhp) in turn corresponds
closely to the MG Magnette (68 bhp) and
the MGA (72 bhp) and is called the BMC
B-type engine.

Early Nash Metros, series I and 11, can
only do a bolt-on hop-up by finding some
bits off the A-40 Sports (known in some
circles as the A-Sporty). This won’t be
easy, as not many were built. In tumn,

Austin may find
parts at a Nash dealer.

The current Series Il Metro is almost
exactly the same as the A-55 engine,
being rated at 50 bhp. There are early
and late versions of both these and the
Magnette. The difference was created
when the full-flaw oil filter of the MGA
and its tri-metal con-rod bearings were
standardized on*’all three engines. This
change meant a change to the MGA’s
crankshaft with its different oil passage-
ways. Incidentally, BMC insist on the use
of felt, not paper, oil filters and
regular changes of them.

As well as the cranks on late model
Metros, the following parts on the MGA
are identical: cylinder block, rods, water
pumps (but not the oil pick up, as the
sumps vary in shape to clear the steering
gear), pushrods and tappets (use the late-
style ones only, as the early ones may
jump out of place when you twist the rev-
needle off the dial).

Now for the hop-up parts. BMC varies
the output of the B engine by swapping
around cylinder heads, intake manifolds
(different number and make of carbs),
valves (size), springs (stiffness and quan-
tity), pistons (compression ratio) and
finally, camshafts. A point to remember is
that the MG cam does fit the other B-type
blocks, but there is no provision in the
latter for the drive to the mechanical
tachometer. However, the TD/TF gen-
erator has a pick-up which could be used.
Easier, at least for non-MGs getting the
treatment, would be a small electric tach
operated by the distributor.

Less hot cylinder heads can be ported
and cleaned up to MG specs, but different
valve guides will be necessary.

HOT MG POWER

I have recently purchased an MG TF
1500 and have just finished putting it in
top shape from a mechanical standpoint.
It is a neat piece of work but now I'm be-
ginning to suffer from a recurrent disease
called power-hunger. 1 understand that
there is ample information on getting more
out of the XPEG power plant but the in-
formation scems to be more illusive than
ample—in short I can’t find it. Can you
help? I've no pretensions of racing in
either production or modified SCCA cate-
gories—I just want more steam.

Stan Garland
Chicago, Illinois

ouners some necessary

urge

Can you wait a couple of months Stan?
If so, the Sports Car Press is coming up
with a new book in their Sports Car Guide
series concerning this very problem. The
book, by SCI Editor John Christy and Karl
Ludvigsen (on military leave from the Tech
Editor’s desk), gives full details on hauling
more horses from not only the XPEG but
the XPAG and the B-Type BMC (MGA)
engines as well. All of this data is as the
racing division at Abingdon wanted it but
clarified by the authors and put into Amer-
ican English. It’s worth waiting for.



