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The tremendous sales growth of imported cars
in the past few years has created an equal de-
mand for imported car parts. This demand has
steadily risen and from all appearances prom-
ises to double and double again in the next
few years.

British Auto Parts (one of the earliest pioneers
in imported parts and accessories) have a lim-
ited number of distributor-jobber areas now
available. This opportunity is open to only one
company or person in the following cities:
Fort Worth, Texas — Dallas, Texas — Denver,
Colorado — Minneapolis, St. Paul, Minnesota
— Kansas City, Missouri — Detroit. Michigan —
Boston, Massachusetts — Washington, D. C. —
Cincinnati, Ohio—San Diego, California—New
York—extended area. Financial and character
consideration of utmost importance. For a per-
sonal interview, please contact Bjarne Qvale,
President British Auto Parts, 530 Golden Gate
Avenue, San Francisco. Tel.: Prospect 6-6500.

We have many DEALER inquiries regarding
imported car parts. If you are contemplating
or now have an auto parts store, garage or
automobile agency, you are welcome to write or
call us for complete dealer discount and order-
ing information.

Telephone: PROSPECT 6-6500 — 530 GOLDEN GATE AVE., SAN FRANCISCO

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. - NEW YORK, N.Y. « SEATTLE, WASH.

P BriTisH Auto ParTs

ONE OF THE WORLD'S LARGEST DISTRIBUTORS OF FOREIGN CAR PARTS
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THE PRINCESS AND THE PEA

Plcase read the enclosed road test on the
Morris Minor . . . then compare it to your
recent road test of the same car. You state
the riding qualities of the Morris are
simply wonderful over rough roads, in
fact one of the car’s main features. While
the consumer-type magazine (which 1 am
inclined to believe) says just the opposite.
The ride and shock absorbing qualities of
the Morris were, in so many words, miser-
able, and long distance travel would be
very unpleasant. Gentlemen, there is
something rotten in Denmark and it smells
like Sports Cars Illustrated road tests. You
probably won't print this letter as it might
start some of your subscribers thinking
and putting two and two together. 1 feel
better anyway getting it off my chest.

Jack Walters
Mamaroneck, N. Y.

To someone used to feather-bed charac-
teristics found in many domestic products,
the ride handed out by the Morris may
have seemed a bit stiff. To those who are
used to the average small sedan or the
firmer sports cars, the Morris has excellent
characteristics. While the road could be
felt, there was no, repeat N-O, tendency to-
ward loss of control nor was there any
discomfort. Put it this way, Jack; the staff
of SCI does not spend its lime soft-con-
ditioning the seat of its collective pants on
rubber rings. SCI is a magazine reporting
on men’s automobiles. We call 'em as we
see 'em and the Morris has a good ride,
feather-fannied opinions to the contrary.
—Ed.

TABLE TOP GRAND PRIX
After purchasing a “Table Top Grand
Prix"”, 1 would like to see a “Miniature
Road Racing Club of America” started.
and am willing to act as temporary secre-
tary for those in the New York area who
would like to participate. All those inter-
ested can contact me at 557 DeKalb Ave.,
Brooklyn, New York.
Earl Beer
Brooklyn, New York

In the December issue of SCI you wrote
an article “Table Top Grand Prix". 1
would like information on where I can get
these models and the approximate price.
If you can’t give this, where can | find out.

Bobby Pitman
Dothan, Alabama

We don't know where the Alabama
dealership is located, but our Scalectric
dealer is Polk’s Hobby Shop, New York
City. They may be contacted for any ques-
tions pertaining to the table top Grand
Prix.—Ed.

AMERICANS UNITE!

I feel that I must point out a few con-
victions of mine. This is especially aimed
at blind Sports Car enthusiasts such as Mr.
David McGrath in your December issue.

I must compliment SCI on the objective
reporting and lack of bias in treatment
of all material. It secms that some people
think that if it's foreign, it is above re-
proach.



I would like to support Mr. Borgeson in
blowing this myth apart. My means pre-

vent me from owning a sports car at this
time, but I have been an avid enthusiast
for over ten years. I have been fortunate
enough to have driven a very representa-
tive group of cars but as yet am only an
aspiring Fangio. This group covers VWs
and Renaults to 300SL’s and most Amer-
ican iron.

Here at the University of Florida, our
club holds many small rallies, gymkhannas
and sprint races. I use my car in all of
these events although it was never in-
tended to be used in this manner. I have
fun, and after all, that is what the sport is
all about.

On our little road course, strictly han-
dling and not a power or speed course, in
a time lapse of two minutes for three laps,
1 was second fastest, one tenth of a second
slower than a 1500 Speedster. Other cars
running included VWs, a Ghia, MGAs,
1500 TF MG, Renaults and Hillmans. The
Porsche and 1 led the rest of the field by
five seconds.

I am not a gambling man, but Mr.
McGrath, please open your eyes and mind;
you might learn something. I will graduate
next June and am coming to California. I
will be glad to have a go with you on any
short twisty course in my car.

Believe it or not (I have witnesses) I'll
be willing to see you next summer, Mr.
McGrath, in my tired 1952, 4 cyl, 2200 cc,
72 hp. Jeep Station Wagon.

Fred K. Gamble
University of Florida
Gainesville, Fla.

FANGIO USA?

At least two stdtements in the article on
Mr. Sam Hanks in your November '57 is-
sue are wide open to debate.

Referring to his win at Indianapolis as
the biggest event of any automobile
racer's career is pure fiction. I can only
conclude that the writer has never heard
of Le Mans, Sebring, the, Mille Miglia and
the now discontinued Mexican Road Race.
These, and others too numerous to men-
tion, are far greater tests of man and ma-
chine than Indy ever will be.

The writer’s vision must have been glued
on the North American continent because
he goes on to say that Hanks has won
practically everything else a man can win
in racing. That, of course, is pure rubbish,
as anyone with only half an eye on the
world picture would agree.

Without trying to take away any of the
great credit for his win at Indianapolis,
and other wins, he has never won a world's
championship or a foreign Grand Prix, to
say nothing of the events mentioned
above. Fangio’s win in this year’s German
Grand Prix was a far more outstanding
performance than any win at Indy ever
has been.

J. Howland
San Diego, Cal.

The article was about an American do-
ing American racing—a definite specialty
distinctly different from the racing you
mention. In his area, Hanks is tops as
Fangio is in his.—Ed.

5 NEW auuxs-----sws .

5.'0&' JAGU COMPITITION

DRIVING

First of a NEW SERIES of books for Sports Car People.
Each is written by an authority, They are packed with
fotos, facts & figures new to most enthusiasts. A wel-
come addition to every sports library.

SPORTS CARS OF THE WORLD by Robert Halmi. Spex,
fotos & prices of all sports cars available in the U.S.
A GUIDE TO RALLYING by Larry Reid. Covers the
Rally waterfront from beginning to winnin{.

JAGUAR GUIDE by John Bentley. History with spex &
poop on C and D types plus maintenance & perform-
ance data.

USED SPORTS cn BUYERS GUIDE by John Christy.
Tells you what to look for & how NOT to get stuck.
GUIDE TO COMPETITION DRIVING . . . Paul O'Shea .

A qualified author gives pumlars in a well written
& easily understood discussion on a difficult subject.
The first book devoted exclusively to this task.

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
All S titles ...... $8.75  Any 3 titles ...... $5.50

PLASTIC CAR KITS ............ $2.00 ea.
- L

Hailed by expert modelers as the most detailed plastic
kits ever seen, These MERIT kits are complete in every
detail of the representative cars. All parts & cement
are supplied. NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. Scale is 1/24
and finished model Is 642" long. Ther are beautles.
Cars are from left to r‘ght as pictured:
® GP CONNAUGHT » GP M EDES o LOTUS Mk 11
® GP MASERATI » D JAGUAR = GP FERRARI =
ASTON MARTIN DB-3S * COOPER Mk 9 » GP VANWALL

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
all 9 kits ........ $16.00 any 6 ... $11.00

Automobile Year 1958

Ready early in March this year's issue of the
most beautiful of all automotive publications will
be the usual King Size (9%% x 12%%) & will contain
208 pages covering all the 1957 Sports & G.P.
Championship events; Also included Is a pictorial
& textual description of all the new cars In the
world; informative technical & general articles.
Hundreds of full color & black white photos.
Price $8.95

First orders will receive first available books.
FIRST ED., 1954, $6.50; 1957, $9.95. BOTH $15.50

SPECIAL OFFER 1954, 57 & 58 (all 3)....$25.00

TECHNICAL BOOKS

AUTO ENGINEER'S REFERENCE BOOK, $20.00 57
British automotive engineers amass half-a-million
words in 1664 pages & with 1010 diagrams, 225
photos in 30 main sections cover every aspect of
motor car design & production. The only b of its
kind in the world. A MUST for the engineer whether
professional or do-it-yourself — back‘_urd — special
tyro. Descriptive leaflet on request.

AUTOMOBILE CHASSIS DESIGN ... Averns.......... $9.00
A TRUE DESIGN book for Engineers & Students.

The SPORTS CAR DESIGN & rtarumt .......... #
Complete design requirements thoroly covered
HI-SPEED INTERNAL COMBUSTION E INES ...... -$12.00
Engine design Bible by Ricardo the top man,

4th edition

SPECIAL BUILDERS GUIDE.................ccvoerrier. $2.50
Handbook of British 750 Club. Many useful detans
SPORTS CAR BODY WORK
Drawings & book on Wood, Fibergiass & Metal.

CAR DRIVING AS AN ART

By S. C. H. (Sammy) Davis famous Briti
motorist. One of the bes! books on drivi Treats
with every phase from '‘Unditching” to Driving For

Performance. T
ol |
BELTS

For racing . U.S. Air Force! Nearly new 100%

Nylon, 3" wide with the latest beefed- -up metal bars

and the really quick release. Not too pretty but safest

of all. Very hard to get. Can be dyed.

type Belt... ; $9.95 ea.

With swivel fittings ready to install............... $12.95
(Dealer Inquiries Invited)

all around

Sports Car
Caricatures

v

3’2. 98 set of 4

* VW * Joguar * MG * Mercedes

These delightful d TR T &

are printed in 2 colors on 'Il = 17"

i simulated matte paper which moy be

trimmed, masked & framed to it

any reom

Add fori—Air Mail 50g¢;
12¢ tax.

SERVICE MANUALS . .. .

Official factory manuals for Australia are accurate,

authoritative & complete., Each has many illustrations,

charts, diagrams & drawings covering the following:

® ENGINE ® CLUTCH ® GEARBOX @ REAR AXLE

® BRAKES ® FRONT SUSPENSION @ STEERING

® COOLING ® ELECTRICAL ® FUEL SYSTEM
® BODY ® WHEELS & HUBS, etc.

Each % denotes a separate manual as follows:
AUSTIN * A 40 Devon '47-52 % Somerset '52-54
* MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2
4 MG-TD » HILLMAN '36-55 + RENAULT 750/760
FORD V8 & Merc '3248 « Customline ohv
'55-56 * Custom-Customline '49-54 * Consul-

Zephyr '51-56 % Anglia-Prefect '53-56

% VOLKSWAGEN Incl. 1956 New ed.

MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL
eTCeTDeTFe MGA ... Price $10.00

This one Australian manual covers for all the MG
models listed everything lncluded in tlle flctory man-
uals, No further rec be

TUNING & MAINTENANCE 0F THE MGA..... $5.00
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals only with the A
and the ZA Magnette in the first book to be published
on tuning these engines. Author has written many
tuning books and s recognized as an authority, Tips
will also work on Morris, with caution!

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG’s (to TF-1500)....$4.00
Same author & style as above book but on different

M G 'WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to TF-1500)........ $8.50
Overhaul & tune a ny MG ftom bumper to tail Ii:ht

MG TF FACTORY $7.50
AUSTIN HEALEY 100 su SHI!P MANUAL (Mfgr)....$12.50
First time available & in limited quantity.

AUSTIN HEALY 100 Six SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr).
CROSLEY SHOP MANUAL . . . all models...

MORRIS MINOR Ser M & MM Shop Manual.

.00
BRITISH CAR REPAIR DATA

SERVICE DATA SHEETS .

are printed in inflmd for lndepend
ent mechanics with approval of the
mfgr. Each set consists of 8 8%x11”
pages for overhaul & maintenance of
Engine; Ignition; Clutch; Gear-box;
Axle; Brakes; Steering, etc. Wiring &
Lube charts plus many sectioned
drawings.

DATA SHEETS FOR cns
Austin A-40 Devon.

25¢; In Colif. add

$6.95 ea.

Tst Cls,

Ford Consul-Zephyr......1 Morgan Plus 4.
Anglia-Prefect .......... 130 | Morris Minor
Ang.-Pref. '53-54......

Hillman Minx ('49)........
Minx Mk 4 & 5
Minx "55-56 oh
Minx late 'S56

lai‘uf XK-120

k T
XK-140
2.4 litre...

COHNNENT DATA SHEETS .
Similar to Car Sheets but for purchased parts.
Lockheed Brakes.......... 232 | Borg & Peck Clutches..238
Laycock Overdrive.......226 | Solex AIP-2 Carbs........ 234
SU Elec. Fuel Pump....228 | Stromberg *'D'' Carbs..248
AC Fuel Pumps (WS)....250 | Zenith V-type carb.......242
SU type H-R Carb.......236 | SU Carbs General..... 246
AC Fuel Pumps Y, T, U 240 | Borg Warner O'drive...258
A complete list of data sheels on request.

In California PLEASE ADD 4% tax on oll orders.

...241 |
277 | Triumph TR

. PRICE $l 00 each

AUTOBOOKS..

. 2708 B MAGNOLIA BLVD., BURBANK 3, CALIF.
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