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SPORTS CARS ILLUSTRATEF

APRIL 58

with a DEVIN fiberglass body

Yes, it's a VW . . . but a startlingly different VW, weighing less than a thousand pounds!
The owner reports Porsche-like performance and up to 50 mpg gas mileage. It cruises
effortlessly over hills that used to require 3rd gear laboring, and the engine is strictly stock.
Why? . . . The Devin body weighs less than 100 lbs and offers minimal frontal area and
wind resistance, clean, streamlined, modern, beautiful. In a word: the most advanced
fiberglass body being offered. And, the only body available for any wb-tread combination
from 78” x 40” to 106” x 56” . . . 27 sizes, all at the same low price: $295. Many available
extras, such as headrest, cockpit liner (molded in if specified), hood and deck openings and
lids, ete., make the Devin easy to mount and finish. All 58 models have molded-in receptacles
to take 5” sealed beam headlights. Trimming, crating and Federal Excise Tax are included
in the price, freight is charged to you (average: $10.00 in USA). Order directly or see your

nearest Devin Dealer.

NOTE: Our Brochure offer has apparently confused some people. We are NOT SELLING

the brochure . .

. it was made up (at some expense) to give all the details of Devin bodies

& chassis; dimensions, how-to-do-it instructions, which body fits which chassis, and so on.
We put a $1.00 charge on to eliminate the squirrels who collect paper. The $1.00 is refunded
to anyone who subsequently orders a body.

If you have any intention of building a special for street or competition you

h

Id inves-

tigate the Devin Body. Get the brochure or see your nearest Devin Dealer.

Authorized Devin Dealers

ALABAMA

FRED QUINN AUTO PARTS
3920 1st Ave. N.
Birmingham, Alabama
Phone: 9-4447

ARIZONA
MORGENSEN MOTORS
1402 N. Central
Phoenix

CALIFORNIA

COMPETITION AUTO ENGINES
645 Emory St.

San Jose, Calif.

Phone: cYpress 3-2185

CHALLENGER MOTORS
8275 Melrose

Los Angeles, Calif.
Phone: OLive 3-2872

LE MANS MOTORS

861 E. St.

San Bernardino

Phone: TUxedo 85-8584

RICH & JONES CUSTOM SHOP
4615 San Fernando Rd.
Glendale, California

Phone: Cltrus 2-3915

TOM'S MUFFLER SHOP
2100 South St.

North Long Beach, Calif.
Phone: MEtcalf 0-2500

FOLSOM AUTO BODY SHOP
905 Sutter St.

Folsom, California
Phone: YUkon 5-4022

FOREIGN MOTORCAR SERVICE
116 Industrial Way

Costa Mesa, Calif.

Phone: Liberty 8-1731

AK MILLER GARAGE
10302 E. Whittier Blvd.
Whittier

Phone: OXford 5-6793

CANADA

CAL-VAN ACCESSORIES
500 Kingsway
Vancouver, B.C. Canada
Phone: DI 9388

CANADIAN SPORTS CAR
ENTERPRISES

2186 Wilson Ave.
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

. Phone: HU 9-6331

FLORIDA

LANCER MOTOR CO.
725 N.W. 186th Dr.
Miami, Florida
Phone: NA 1-6362

ILLINOIS
IMPORT-0

Box 5-B
Northfield, Illinois
Phone: Hilicrest 6-5173

INDIANA

MOORE ENGINEERING CO
1018 N. Rural St.
Indianapolis, Indiana
Phone: CH 1-4263

10WA

DVORAK MOTOR COMPANY

Chelsea, lowa
Phone: 40

MICHIGAN
WOOD MOTORS INC.
13211 Gratiot Ave.
Detroit 5, Michigan
Phone: LAkeview 1-6900

MINNESOTA

EUROPEAN MOTOR CARS
2828 Dupont Ave. South
Minneapolis, Minn.
Phone: TA 7-2551

GRIERSON AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Bunker Road

Hibbing

DEVIN ENTERPRISES

44500 Sierra Highway
PHONE: WHitehall 2-4719
Builders, National Championship Sports Cars

Lancaster, California

OREGON

BOB'S SPEED & SPECIALTY
4400 S.W. Scholls Ferry Rd.
Portland 19, Oregon

Phone: CYpress 2-1921

PENNSYLVANIA

SPEED RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
606 West Union Blvd.
Bethlehem, Penna.

Phone: UNiversity 7-1456

TENNESSEE
CONTEMPORARY MOTORS
P.0. Box 1802

Jackson, Tennessee
Phone: 7-0846

TEXAS

BROWN'S AUTOMOTIVE
136 Austin Ave.
Weatherford, Texas
Phone: 4-6914

SPORTS CARS INC.

5 1704 Chartres

Houston 3, Texas
Phone: CA 4-7886

WISCONSIN
FISCHER'S

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
2211 10th Ave.

South Milwaukee, Wis.
Phone: SO 2-9854

&

27 SIZES $295

FOB Lancaster. Includes trim-
ming, crating and Federal Excise
Tax. Prices and specifications sub-
ject to change without notice.
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TECH NOTES

KARMANN-GHIA PORSCHE?

I own a VW Karmann-Ghia, pretty but
gutless, I'd like to put a Porsche engine in
it, not for racing, just driving. What tips
can you give me on installation difficulties,
weak points and all that sort of thing.

R. W. Hammond
Gibsons, B. C.

There’s absolutely no trouble involved
in mating the engine and gearbox as the
earliest Porsches used W cases for both.
Subsequent changes have been spread over
such a long time that they all still fit. 1
don’t think the K-G will present any prob-
lems not met and already overcome by
some VW sedan owners. The first shock is
when you find that the larger valve cover
of the Porsche interferes with the “frame”
—near the bumper mounts. When we did
this job (back in ’'53) we were in a big
hurry to get to that race and surprise the
MGs, so we just carved up the frame.

If it had been my own engine, I would
rather have reshaped the valve covers by
cutting off the offending rear corners and
brazing in a flat piece that would just
clear the rocker arms underneath, but it
would still be a tight fit. The old accelera-
tor cable can be cut and its end tied (lit-
erally) to the Porsche throttle rod. The
VW choke cable can be just tied up in a
knot and thrown away, as the accelerator
pumps are so large on the Porsche’s
Solexes. Or you can put it to use as a hand
throttle.

The next serious problem is the mufjler.
The VW’s won't fit the Porsche engine
and the Porsche’s won’t fit inside the VW'’s
body. The solution is to take one or the
other to a muffler shop in your area and
have them modify either the VW’s con-
nections to the cylinder heads or shorten
the Porsche muffler’s can.

But now that you've got all this power,
I strongly recommend that you fit 1954 or
later Porsche aluminum brake drums and
backing plates, especially to the front
wheels. Otherwise your K-G will be vastly
under-braked. For VW sedan owners, the
K-G’s stabilizer (anti-roll bar) kit is to be
recommended as it only costs about $10.

WIRE WHEELS
I own a Volvo which I think would look
great with wire wheels and knock off hubs.
What are the advantages of wire wheels
and the stock disc wheels? Are there any
special problems involved in converting?
Would a set of wheels from an \ustin
Healey 100 be satisfactory? Where can 1
get the necessary parts? How much will all
this cost?
John V. Twelker
San Diego, Calif.
Wire wheels look prettier, cost more and
can let more air get past the brake drums
to cool them. Their strength depends on
the number of spokes and their disposi-
tion, as well as their size. Some wire wheels
are stronger than the disc wheels they re-
place, for instance on the Triumph and
Morgan, but this is not always so.
One drawback to wire wheels is that the
weight of the hub and the wheel often ex-
ceeds that of the disc wheel. This increase

in unsprung weight reduces cornering
ability and, to a small extent, riding
comfort.

The usual method of converting is to
obtain a splined or toothed adaptor hub
which can be bolted to the brake drums
with the old wheel bolts. The wire wheel
is fitted over this and fastened on with
the knock off hub cap. Since Triumphs fit
their wire wheels by means of such an
adaptor, they would seem to be your best
bet. The difficulty with the Volvo is that
it has a five bolt attachment whereas the
TR uses but four. Check the diameter of
the bolt circles to see if the adaptor hub
can be drilled to suit the Volvo's bolt
pattern.

The Dayton Wheel Products, 300 So.
Monroe St., Xenia, Ohio make wire wheels
using “dental drive” instead of splines.
They now market adaptors and wheels for
the VW and Porsche and probably will
make some up for your Volvo.

3.8 JAGUARS
Would it be possible to give me a few
details on enlarging the D-type Jaguar
engine to 3.8 liters: The bore size required
for 3800 cc. The availability of pistons of
this bore size. Are any alterations to be
made to the head? The availability of a
suitable head gasket. Is there a change in
valve size?
Michael E. Morris
Indianapolis, Indiana

For exactly 3800 cc, my slide rule comes
up with 87.2 mm bore. But those who
have already tried this enlarging trick
seem to have settled on either 87 mm
which gives 3785 cc or 3-7/16 (34375 in)
which gives 3810 cc. Alfred Momo uses the
former and further to be on the safe side,
he now bores the block extra large and
drops in sleeves. This isn’t always neces-
sary but as his second 3.8 cracked a block,
he’s done it ever since. The factory makes
87 mm pistons for the racing department,
but these are not for sale to the general
public. Momo got his first ones from
Jahns. To get the desired comp. ratio (9.7
or 10.0 to one), the wrist-pin hole was
lowered. However, the boss wasn’t and so
the pistons were none too strong. Perhaps
if enough of our readers ask them to,
Jahns will come up with a modified pat-
tern for 3.8 Jags. The standard steel head
gasket is trimmed slightly so that its edges
won’t get burnt.

The works D-types have a special head
(also not available to the public) with in-
take valves 2" x 45° at 35° from vertical
(same as stock) and exhaust valves
1-11/16” x 45° at 40° from vertical, 5°
more than the stock head. Because of this
last-mentioned item, it isn’t possible to
bring a standard head, D-type or other-
wise, up to works specs. After all, there are
limits to what can be done with a portable
grinder! The standard D uses 15 x 30°
intakes and 154 x 45° exhausts, the latter
being the same at the XK-IHOMC and
XK-150. I would not go beyond these sizes.

Stephen F. Wilder

Automobile Year 1958 ... *9%

Contents include:—CARS OF THE YEAR . . . Photos & technical spex
of all 1957 cars plus coverage of 1958 models introduced at the

London & Paris shows & in the U.S.

1957 CHAMPIONSHIP RACES in detail. Covering World Driver Cham-
pionship GP's; World's Sports Car Championship races; Special report

on 1957 Le Mans and other events.

* 1957 INTERNATIONAL RECORDS .
e BUGATTI

o TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF FORMULA | RACING

CARS e PRESENT & FUTURE OF MOTOR SPORT and many other features.
Automobile Year is the finest presentation in the world of all motoring hilites
of the year. Each succeeding yearly publication outdoes its predecessor and
every issue of this King-Size (9%2 x 12%2) book of 208 pages becomes a

showpiece in the motor enthusiast’s library.
BACK ISSUES: Rare 1954 (1st ed)...$6.50

5 NEW BOOKS-----$1% ea

A Guide t Guide o Buy Gunde o
SPORTS! RaLvit USED SPOR JAGU comririmon

e

¢ DRIVING

S

First of a NEW SERIES of books for Sports Car People.
Each is written by an authority. They are packed with
fotos, facts & figures new to most enthusiasts. A wel-
come addition to every sports library.

SPORTS CARS OF THE WORLD by Robert Halmi. Spex,
fotos &erices of all sports cars available in the U.S.
A GUIDE TO RALLYING by Larry Reid. Covers the
Rally waterfront from beginning to winning.
JAGUAR GUIDE, John Bentley. History with spex & poop
onC&Dt ggsglus maintenance & performance data.
USED SPO‘ AR BUYERS GUIDE by John Christy.
Tells you what to look for & how NOT to get stuck.
GUIDE TO COMPETITION DRIVING . . . Paul O’Shea . . .
A qualified author gives pointers in a well written
& easily understood discussion on a difficult subject.
The first book devoted exclusively to this task.

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
All 5 titles ...... $8.75  Any 3 titles ...... $5.50

NEW BOOKS

ALF FRANCIS . . . Racing Mechanic.. .$6.50
This decidedly is NOT “just anothe y me-
chanic sees, hears, knows & does things that are really
behind-the-scenes & since Alf Francis was Stirling
Moss’s mechanic this account is the low down on some
first class racing. You must like racing to like this
book; but . . . if you do you will.

MOTOR RACING—edited by S.C.H. Davis................ $7.50
First class for any enthusiast. It covers every aspect
of motor racing from design to participation. Chapters
by authorities describe specific & broad aspects in
technical & general presentation,

ON THE STARTING GRID--Paul Frere......cccoonsuenee $6.25
Belgian racing-writer tells his competition experiences
in a style that makes excellent reading.

FERRARI & MASERAT! IN ACTION...........coommnrcncarnnas $4.00
First book on these cars. s;lendid action photos.
BRITISH RACING GREEN-1946-55..........ccovnrvnurunne
Excellent ahoto-text by Klemantaski & Frostick.
DRIVERS IN ACTION--Kiemantaski/Frostick............ $3.50
By same team as above book but on GP cars.

RACING SPORTS CARS-Klemantaski/Frostick........ $2.95
Yet another covering a different field in photo-text.
SPECIAL—all 3 Klemantaski/Frostick books.......... $9.50

Sports Car
Caricatures

g "2.98 set of 4

* VW + Jaguar * MG * Mercedes

These delightful decorative sketches
are printed in 2 colors on 11”7 x 177
simulated mattedpaper which may be
trimmed, masked & framed to suit

any room.
Add—-Air Mail 25¢; 1st Cls. 15¢; In Calif. add 12¢ tax.

1958 SPORTING CALENDAR
... Name & legend ® COACHWORK OF THE YEAR . . . in photos

1957...$9.95

AUTOBOOKS...2708 B MAGNOLIA BLVD,,

STILL SMALLER

SPECIAL OFFER: 1954, '57 & '58 (all 3)....$25.00

SERVICE MANUALS ... $6.95 ea.

Official factory manuals for Australia are accurate,
authoritative & complete. Each has many illustrations,
charts, diagrams & drawings covering the following:
® ENGINE ® CLUTCH ® GEARBOX ® REAR AXLE
® BRAKES ® FRONT SUSPENSION @ STEERING
® COOLING ® ELECTRICAL ® FUEL SYSTEM
® BODY ® WHEELS & HUBS, etc.

Each % denotes a separate manual as follows:
AUSTIN * A 40 Devon '47-52 % Somerset '52-54
% MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2
% MG-TD % HILLMAN ’36-55 + RENAULT 750,760
FORD % V8 & Merc '32-48 * '49-54 % '55-56
* Consul-Zephyr '51-56 * Anglia-Prefect '53-56

% VOLKSWAGEN Incl. 1956 New ed.

L]
MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL
eTCeTDeTFeMGA.... Price $10.00

This one Australian manual covers for all the MG
models listed everything included in the factory man-
uals. No further recommendation should be needed.

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF THE MG A........$5.00
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals only with the A
and the ZA Magnette in the first book to be published
on tuning these engines. Author has written many
tuning books and is recognized as an authority. Tips
will also work on Morris, with caution!

TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG's (to TF-1500)....$4.00
Same author as above book but on different MG's.
M.G. WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to TF-1500)........$8.50
Overhaul & tune any MG from bumper to tail light.

MG TF FACTORY MANUAL $7.50
AUSTIN HEALEY 100 Six SHOP MANUAL (Mfgr)...$12.50
First time available & in limited guantity.

AUSTIN HEALY 100 Four SHOP MANUAL (Mlzr)..,‘ﬂz.:g

Hailed by expert modelers as the most detailed plastic
kits ever seen. These MERIT kits are complete in every
detail of the representative cars. All parts & cement
are supplied. NO TOOLS ARE NEEDED. Scale is 1/24.
Cars are from left to right as pictured:
® GP CONNAUGHT o GP MERCEDES e LOTUS Mk 11
e GP MASERATI e D JAGUAR e GP FERRARI e«
ASTON MARTIN DB-3S » COOPER Mk 8 & GP VANWALL

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
all 9 Kits ...... $16.00

SAFETY
BELTS

For racing . . . U.S. Air Force! Nearly new 100%
Nylon, 3” wide with the latest beefed-up metal bars
and the really quick release. Not too pretty but safest
of all. Very hard to get. Can be dyed.

Army type Belt $9.95 ea.
With swivel fittings ready to install.................... $12.95
(Dealer Inquiries Invited)

CAR DRIVING AS AN ART .............. $3.00

By S. C. H. (Sammy) Davis famous British all
around motorist. One of the best books on driving.
Treats with every phase from *‘Unditching” to
Driving For Performance.

In Calif. please add 4% Sales Tax
BURBANK 4, CALIF.
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