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Scenic roads by day,
hazardous at night
when snow covered.

24

Trophies were secondary; the trick was to finish

QQNOW what am I supposed to do?”

“Get the hell off of my head
and let's try to turn the car
right-side up!”

A few minutes before, T thought we'd
had it when we bounced off an ice-covered
snow bank, flipped the car over, and sped
on upside down, like a bobsled. Though
it wasn't the end it was surely the climax
of our trip from Paris to Monte Carlo in
car #305.

It all started when Doug Kennedy and
I decided that we wanted more than just
the American navigational challenge
rallies. These were not hairy enough for
us. With our superior navigation and our
great skill as drivers, we were going over
to show them. Sure we were.

When we learned that we were to be the
only Americans competing, the responsi-
bility of defending the blue and white lay
heavy and we made the most careful prep-
arations possible, We selected a new TR 3,
and as it turned out this was the wisest
choice we could have made. It is a rugged
car that can be flogged, yet it will continue
as though nothing happened. In our class
we were driving against Porsches and
Volvos, and the Triumph survived them
both. It was of great help that the factory
was bechind us and the car was specially
prepared for the rally. Nor was it the fac-
tory’s fault that out of seven specially-
prepared TR 3s only Gaslonides’ finished,
and he was side-swiped by a snow plow,
arriving at the last checkpoint with what
looked like half a car. Triumph still took
first and third in its class.

The Monte Carlo Rally has a reputa-
tion as one of the softer competitions as
far as European rallies go, and the out-
come is usually decided by gimmicky tests
after the road run is finished. This year,
the officials decided to make it different.
The starting points remained unchanged;
Athens, Lisbon, Oslo, Rome, The Hague,
Glasgow, Munich and Paris. The routes
were planned so that all were about 2.000
miles, or about 49 hours drive to Monaco.
After a rest of 6 hours or so at Monte
Carlo, there would be another 600 miles
(or about 17 hours) of a high speed regu-
larity run on the so-called mountain cir-
cuit. Fifty-nine cars out of the 342 starters
finished the first road course: out of these,
only 21 survived the mountain circuit.
Naturally, not to embarrass any of our
friends who were in the majority; neither
did we.

Now, to show what kind of a run this

By Robert Halmi

was, and give all sorts of excuses why we
let our colors down: we arrived in Paris
and checked into the Mercedes Hotel,
which was completely taken over by the
Triumph drivers among whom were John
Waddington, the British rally champion;
Paddy Hopkirk, the Irish rally champion;
Gastonides, the Monte Carlo champion;
and Tiny Lewis, one of the best rally and
racing drivers in England. We soon be-
came friendly with the rest of the team,
and we spent most of the time in rally talk.

The start from the center of Paris was
done in the complete French manner.
Champagne was doled out to everyone, and
a minute before the start a surprise pack-
age was put into each car—a bottle of
cognac, presumably for ‘happy motoring.’
We took a last minute check of our equip-
ment, and set our Halda at 78 kph. Since
we had to maintain between 60 kph and
80 kph, we knew we had to maintain a
high average speed to reach Monte Carlo
unpenalized. Between Paris and Monte
Carlo, there would be 15 check points, and
in order to shave extra time, we decided
on the 78 kph Halda average. This is
roughly 47 mph. Averaging this speed
through Paris would be difficult at any
time, but this was the rush hour and the
pedestrians had the great advantage. After
the first few numbered cars sped through
the Paris streets, the Parisians got into the
swing of things. The gendarmes at the in-
tersections stopped all traffic and waved us
through, while crowds on the sidewalks
shouted words of encouragement. Doug
and I were sure we heard the strains of
the Marseillaise in the background. All in
all, when we reached the outskirts of Paris,
we were in high spirits but 14 minutes
late. To get back on time I had to test the
TR's speed. I got it up to 150 kph (about
100 mph), and held it there until the
Halda reading co-ordinated.

It was quite a thrill going through the
little French towns. All the gendarmes
and villagers lined the road screaming at
us to go faster. We sped by quite a few
drivers who chose to drive at a lower
average speed, and Doug and I smugly ex-
changed understanding smiles.

Without any exciting incidents, we
arrived at our first check point, Chaumont,
with enough time for a quick dinner, a

_glass of wine and a dexidrine. As they

stamped our road book, the officials gave a
mild warning that the fun was just about
to begin. The weather reports were not
favorable and the condition of the roads

(Continued on page 56)

Unrecognizable,thisisaMonte
Carlo Rallye-equipped Rover.
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Whenever possible, local
gendarmes gave the Go sign.

Tight turns with steep
drop offs made for careful
driving even in daylight.

Roads were lined by disabled
cars, like this DS19,
that didn’t make a bend.

CoL 5' JEAN
COL DE BRAUS

392 starters; 59 finishers; of these, an additional 38 were
knocked out by the treacherous Mountain Circuit.
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Removable .
Pl.ASTlC TOPS..
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*MG (A, ir.o.l. (T.F)

(TR-3)

TRIUMPH (TR-2),

JAGUAR (All Models)
(*Sliding Windows Available)
COLOR CHOICE OF CLOTH HEADLINING
LARGE REAR WINDOW
CHROME HARDWARE
LIGHTWEIGHT
WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE

PLASTICON INC.

9721 Klingerman S El Monte, Calif. Gilbert 4-0519
country’s largest mfg. of plastic tops

NOW at the CHECKPOINT

RADIOMOBILE
MODEL 22X

Custom made in Eng-
land to f{it all sports
cars. Smiths’ new
Radiomobile gives
you high performance
in the old English tra-
dition oi dependabil-
ity and at low cost.

56950

MODEL 202R

With push button tuner—ultra high sensitiv-
ity and seleclivity . . . three-position tone

control. 311000

(Please specify make. model. and year of
car when erdering.)

LUCAS
BATTERY
FILLER

Nozzle is inserted in the
buttery and the fluid flows until the correct
level is reached automatically.

only $1.50 Each

(Serry—No C.0.D.s)

THE
CHECKPOINT

Sports Cars Accessories

P.O. Box 199, Farmingdale, New Jersey
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Monte Carlo

(Continued from page 25)

ahead could not be determined, but light
snow had begun to fall. The townspeople,
gathered around to greet us laden with
bread, cheeses and wine, and tried to help
by describing some of the bad spots that
we would be encountering in the next
hundred miles. We took none of this too
seriously. So a little snow was falling; that’s
what we expected on this rally, and we
were well prepared for it!

As we started getting higher in the
mountains, the snow began falling harder
and we found ourselves in the middle of a
winter wonderland. We didn’t realize it,
but at this altitude, snow had been pack-
ing for weeks and most of the roads never
saw a snow plow. Doug kept asking about
my capability and experience as a snow-
driver, and I kept assuring him that in my
younger days I did nothing else but prac-
tice on the mountain roads of Tarta in
Hungary in preparation for just such an
cvent as this. Nevertheless, he kept giving
pointers. I was certain that if we survived
this night together we would be friends
forever.

In some places the snow was falling so
hard that we needed extra defrosting units
to keep the windshield wipers working.
We were passing cars stuck in ditches or
snow banks pretty regularly now, but we
were still within our time. I had been fol-
lowing a red Porsche, when suddenly I
saw him spin, pull out and continue at
about 10 mph. This warning saved me. I
had enough time to slow down before
hitting the next section of the road. With-
out any exaggeration, it was as slick as an
ice rink and was a slow downgrade where
you had to control the car with the tips of
your fingers and the tips of your toes. At
least four cars before us went out in this
section, and it was a relief to see snow
again.

There was about 6 mches of freshly
fallen snow over the older packed stuff,
and everyone followed in the tracks of the
preceding cars. Snow covered all the road
signs, and our odometer was off because
of so much wheel spin. We didn't have
the slightest idea as to where we were and
could only hope the tracks were leading in
the right direction. Our Halda showed
that timewise we were still okay, but we
were afraid at this point to trust it and
decided to make as much time as possible.
This was a mistake, for I went into a curve
too fast, spun around at least three times
and wound up tail-end in a snow drift
blocking half the road. We knew there was
a Porsche coming up fast behind us, so we
were out of the car in a flash, got the tail
out, pointed the car ahead and sped on. I
was cursing because there was a dent in
the left fender that would mean 40 de-
merits when we reached Monte Carlo. In
the next half hour I lost tally of the
demerits!

There was no let up in the snow, and
visibility was about 2 or 3 feet. Trying to
maintain a 47 mph average was not only
idiotic, but impossible. I came up on a
Mark VII Jaguar, driven by two British
military-type gentlemen, and had to pass
them. Needing their cooperation, I gave a

PLASTIC WINDOWS

(PORSCHE SIDE PANEL)

SPORT CAR SIDE PANELS
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

STEVENS PLASTIC SIDE PANELS ARE PRECISION-
ALLY FABRICATED USING THE BEST GRADES OF
HIGH IMPACT ACRYLIC PLASTIC MATERIAL.
ALUMINUM CHANNEL EXTRUSION FRAMES ARE
USED THUS ALLOWING Pusnc PANEL TOD SLIDE.
(A) QUALITY FEATURE

(B) SLIDING PANEL W, /PI;A"-TIF KNOB .
(C) CHROME PLATED KNURLED LOCK SCREW
(D) ALL ALUMINUM FRAME

(E} ALL RUBBER SEAL (WEATHER TI(‘sm

(F) E‘I(_?'L‘\TI-D ON ORIGINAL BRACKE

RETAIL PRICE LIST
PORSCHE PER SET °55-'58

(1) @

(2) MGA PER SET '58 @ 00

(3) AUSTIN HEALEY '53-'58 @ 58.00

(1) JAGUAR PER b]“'T *52-'58 %t 72.50

(5) M.G. T.D. & T.F. @ 72.50

(6) TRIUMPH '54-'58 @ 172.50
*PRICES F.0.B. 50% ON ORDER

PLUS TAXES BALANCE C.0.D.

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
STEVENS PLASTICS
1615 W. FLORENCE AVENUE
LOS ANGELES 46, CALIFORNIA
PL 2-9558

Editha

POST OFFICE

TErFY  BAKERSFIELD
sox 1221 COWVEPFS CALFORNIA

TAILORED & WASHABLE SEAT
COVERS FOR IMPORTED CARS

Terrycloth  Corduroy
VYW front seats (2)... b $12.95
VW rear seat. Z 12.95
Porsche Cpe. & Conv. ¥ 14.95
Karmann Ghia... 11.95 14.95
MGA & TF......... 9.95 12.95
MG-TD, TR's & 9.95
Jaguar XK-140-120... 11.95
Mercedes 190SL........ 10.95
VYOLYO FRONT SEA ;: 9.95
Simca Aronde Front Seats... 10.95

Renault Dauphine Frent Seats 9.95
Specify coler: Solid colors in Terry; Silver, Beige,
Charcoal, Red, Gold, Kelly Green. In Corduroy;
Silver, Charcoal, Red, Tan, Blue. Stripes in Cord;
Tan & White.
Give make, model & year of cor
Postpaid if remittance accompanies order.
California residents add 4%, tox.

CAR PLAQUES

Over 40 muodels of For-
eign cities and countries.
These imported plaques
will add that distinctive
touch to your car, They
double also for ideas in
decor when mounted on
black wood base with
brass hook ready for
hanging. Brilliant col-
ors.  Authentic repro-
duetions. Made of
enamel and hronze

For car $5.95
For decor $6.95
SEND FOR FREE

COLOR PHOTO

BLASON
285 Jay St.
Brooklyn

tective
headgear

for automotive - aviation - metorcycle

TOPTEX, inc.

6521 WEST BOULEVARD
INGLEWOOD 3, CALIF.



beep on the horn. The car moved over to
the right and disappeared. They obviously
hadn’t determined the width of the road,
and because of their courtesy, drove into
a gorge. We stopped to see if they were
dead, and two hundred feet below we saw
their lights. We called, “Are you all right?”
A faint reply: “Yes. Did you pass okay?”

The whole night was full of incidents.
There were three cars that we passed over
and over, and we couldn't figure it out
until later when we were told the story.
The first car spun out; the second car,
coming up close and fast, went into it;
then the four drivers calmly waited for a
third car to hit them. They needed six
men to work at one car to get on the road
again. When all the cars were freed, they
sped like mad until the whole process was
repeated. This must have been done a
dozen times before the game was broken
up by the first car, a Ford Anglia, which
went so deep into a snow drift that only a
Spring thaw would get him out. Tiny
Lewis, who was in the second car, was con-
fident that another car would join them to
make up a trio again, so he went by.

Then my eyes started playing tricks on
me. Even my glasses didn’t seem to ease
the strain that resulted from so many
hours of steady concentration on the pat-
terned snow. I don't know how many miles
I drove with almost complete blindness
when suddenly my eyes registered a red
light flashing a few hundred yards ahead.
To touch the brakes would have been dis-
astrous. The contour of the road was a
complete blank until I found myself in a
left-hand curve with a three car smash-up
almost dead center. I knew there was
someone injured. But there was no stop-
ping so I told Doug to hang on and with
a "Here we go,” we went. We bounced off
the banks so hard that the car did a right
side flip and we landed roof-side down.
We slid down the road upside down until
we hit another snow bank, providing a
fairly gentle stop. Doug got off my head
and we crawled out. With the help of two
Frenchmen, we turned the car over and
continued with a loss of some photo gear,
4 minutes, and 3 quarts of oil.

Doug had had enough of my snow driv-
ing. He reminded me that he drove his
Ford Station Wagon to Mt. Snow each
weekend to ski, and that he was more up-
to-date on this stuff. I felt there was some-
thing wrong with this theory, but since he
endured my tribulations, I turned the
wheel over to him. A few minutes later
we went into a curve too fast.

We went through the outside snow bank.
The car came to a peaceful stop with its
frame on the shoulder of the road, front
wheels a foot below in the snow and rear
wheels in the air. We checked the watches
before we got out: we were 10 minutes late.
We tried jacking up the front, only to have
the jack sink into three feet of snow. We
tried our handy-dandy pulley from Abe-
crombie & Fitch, but the rope was a few
yards short of reaching the nearby tree.
We tried digging under the frame but the
earth was frozen solid and our aluminum
shovel wouldn’t penetrate. We pulled it,
sat on it, shoved it and I'm sure I kicked
it, but nothing would give. Meanwhile,
other cars that were still in working con-
dition fishtailed by us. In the best Monte
manner, we waved and urged them on.

(Continued on page 58)
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PERFORMANCE...

SUPERCHARGE YOUR (@D)-A

with e JUDSON SUPERCHARGER
50% MORE HORSEPOWER GUARANTEED

GET ALL THE POWER OUT OF YOUR MG-A . . . POWER THAT YOU
NEVER REALIZED WAS THERE, SMOOTH SURGING POWER. JUST
FOR FUN—DRIVE A SUPERCHARGED MG-A AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE

Experience a new thrill in driving your MG-A. Imagine having light-
ning fast acceleration, outperforming sports cars costing nearly
twice as much, cruising along at a higher speed with less engine
effort, having reserve power for any emergency, the engine respond-
ing immediately to the touch of your foot on the accelerator under
any condition. A Judson Supercharger on your MG-A will give you

amazing and thrilling performance.

WRITE TODAY FOR FREE LITERATURE

JUDSON RESEARCH & MFG. CO./CONSHOHOCKEN 3, PA.

CAR CLUB BADGES —

ALL CHARMANT badges are produced in our European
factory, are imported by us, and sold directly to you. Neo
hidden extras. **Impossible’’ designs fabricated with ease.

WE GUARANTEE COMPLETE SATISFACTION.

'ST. CHRISTOPHER BADGE

* Exclusive Design

* European Import

* 14 Flags in Brilliant

Baked Colors

Handsome sculptured cen-
tral medalion in antique |
silver finish. Solid brass
backing plate with raised
detail. Fasteners attached.

By mail only.....§7 95

3" diameter ea. ppd.

10 Day Money-Back Guarantee

MADE TO ORDER

THE BEST IN CUSTOM MADE BADGES
COST NO MORE!

Charmant Imports, manufacturers of foreign aute
club badges, now offers your club a custom made
badge at a price your treasury can afford. Fer
prompt estimate, send us your sketch or idea, and
the approximate number of badges you'll need.
All badges are made of durable solid bross with
any variety of enameled colors. Mo limit on
quantity (one item or thousands), shape or sizel
For. details write:

CHARMANT IMPORTS
Garden City 30, New York
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lealografleens
THE SECRET OF
"BUYING SMART"

costs you only a Dollar!

You've noticed how some people
seem to have a knack for buying photo
equipment. Before they go into a store
they know the Kind of equipment they
want, the manufacturer, model, fea-
tures, and the price. They've compared
beforehand . . . and saved themselves
time, effort and money.

What's the secret? For many it’s the
Photography Directory & Buving
Guide ... a handsome catalog of all
photographic equipment on the market
compiled by the editors of Popular
Photography. 1t tells you everything
you want to know about more than
5.000 products, from cameras and
lenses to film and filters—for black and
white or color, for movie or still pho-
tography. The cost? Only $1.00.

¢ BBr06RApyy
®

ture
sﬂcﬂons

1958 Edition
Has These
Extra Features

Besides listing over 5.000 new photo
products (and illustrating more than
1.000 of them), the [958 Photography
Directory & Buying Guide includes
helpful, simplified CAMERA COM-
PARISON CHARTS. These charts
compare the prices, shutter ranges, lens
speeds and other features of over 300
press, 35mm and reflex cameras. In
addition, a special 16-page section on
FOTO FACTS gives daia and figures
on filters, films, lenses, exposure and
conversion scales. An exclusive bonus,
PHOTO SHORTCUTS points out
ways to save money when you shoot,
light, print and process. A section on
PORTRAIT LIGHTING SETUPS
lists tested diagrams for lighting a
model. As additional features, the 1958
Photography Directory suggests sample
MODEL RELEASE FORMS and a
roundup of the LATEST BOOKS ON
PHOTOGRAPHY.

You'll be able to buy the new Pho-
tography Directory soon. This 1958
Edition, priced at only $1.00, will sell
fast! So to insure yourself of a copy,
reserve one at your newsstand or photo
dealer’s now.

ZIFF-DAVIS PUBLISHING CO.

64 E. Lake Street
Chicago 1, lllinois
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Monte Carlo
(Continued from page 57)

After an hour of futile struggling, we
saw car lights coming from the other direc-
tion, The little 2CV came to a stop with-
out as much as a slide, and two giant
gendarmes unfolded themselves from it.
They soon realized what our trouble was,
so they went to ur car, picked it up, and
put it back on the road. It took them two
minutes, and it all looked so simple. Why
couldn’t they have come by an hour ago?
We tried to reimburse them but they shook
their heads.

After losing our way a few times because
there were no tracks to follow, we finally
came upon a check point. We were told
that we were 15 minutes over the allotted
time, which meant disqualification! But we
were in the majority. Only 3 cars out of
the 91 starters from Paris got through this
point, and these never finished.

We found the big room of a nearby
restaurant filled with many drivers and
many mixed emotions. Some were happy;
others were frantically making arrange-
ments to have their cars picked up; Doug
and I decided to go on to see what the rest
of the rally was like.

As we approached Monte Carlo, crowds
cheered us on towards the finish. Em-
barrassed, we sped by as fast as we could.
We watched the 59 cars still competing
arrive: none from Paris; one or two from

The Hague; | out of 28 from Munich; 9

out of 92 from Glasgow; the remainder
from Lisbon, Rome, Athens and Oslo.

That night we went up to the mountain
circuit to watch these cars give a hair-
raising performance on snow covered,
twisting, narrow roads up some 12,000 feet
with average speeds sometimes as high as
50 mph. All of this after the initial 40
hours of hazardous driving! We felt pangs
of regret not to be competing but they
were eased after learning only 21 cars were
able to finish. Every year the awards to the
winners are spectacular, but this year they
took second place to the little lapel badges
handed out to those who finished!

When we got back to our hotel, we met
the British gentleman who took the dive
with his Mark VII. He was happy and
smiling and with a poke to my ribs said,
“Jolly good rally. Eh what?” 1 wondered
what a bad one would be like.

EXTRA EQUIPMENT

Extra fog and spot lights
Halda Speed Pilot
Navigator lamp

2 twelve-hour Smith stop watches (replacing
glove compartment door)

2 windshield. cleaning devices
jeing)

3 extra defrosting units (one for the rear
window)

Extra plastic windshield to concentrate defrost-
ing heat

Fire extinguisher (containing compressed air
tire inflater)

Map light

Compass

3 sets of link chains

Aluminum shovel

Protective steel plate under radiator and sump

4 Dunlop snow tires

Extra coil (already installed)

Controllable radiator eurtain

Extra horn button (operated by navigater)

Overdrive

All objects and dash covered with sponge rubber

Two enamel American flags on sides of car
—Robert Halmi

(dirt and de-

M. G. “A’ =95 bhp! and
COVENTRY CLIMAX =105 bhp!

Modification Kits especially designed for
M.G.“A,”" 145 hp “AUSTIN-HEALEY,” 120 hp
TR2/3, 105 hp COVENTRY CLIMAX.

HEADS, CAMS, FLYWHEELS also sold sepa-
rately. . . . DESIGN, TUNING, MODIFICATIONS.

WRITE for full details and prices on YOUR car.

RAVESI’S
... 80 COLON STREET, BRIGHTON, MASS.

TlE CUP with miniature piston,
crankshaft or racing steering wheel;
others also available
Cat. #33 ..ccvvecnrvrrancneee. $1.50 pp

JACKET EMBLEMS
Embroidered 3 inch emblem
available for M.G.,, JAGUAR,
AUSTIN-HEALEY, PORSCHE, VW
& ALL DOMESTIC CARS.
Cat. #13

$1.00 pp

JAGUAR, VW, MGA or TD

P & MINIATURE AUTO
A58 ® BOLO TIE—Cat. #17 1.50 pp
© KEY CHAIN-Cat. #1 21.15 pp
DECORATIVE PIN—Cat. 1.10 pp

CUFF LINKS and
TIE CLIP SET—Cat. ¥4 ...... $4.50 pp

A Large Selection of Emblem lewelry, Gift Items
& Specialties — Free Catalog

M. 6. & C. COMPANY

Box 2514 Cheektowaga 25, N. Y.

FOR REALLY CLEAR
SIDE CURTAINS

Here is the long-sought cleaner for plastic side
curtain windows of sports cars and rear windows
of convertibles,

CERBINI PLASTIC CLEANER ;
Does the job safely, surely and quickly on viny
lastics, i’lexig]a.syand Lucite windshields, etc.
Fl‘s non-crazing, anti-static and leaves no Wl]sh
dust. Won't scrateh or soften the surface. Works
like magic to dissolve away cloudy, opaque film
and stains. Non-flammable. Write today for
half-pint can. Just $2.00 postpaid. (Dealer In-
quiries Invited.)

MAIL TWO DOLLARS, YOUR NAME, ADDRESS TO:

CERBINI LABORATORIES, INC.
P. 0. BOX 2029, GRAND CENTRAL STATION, NEW YORK

VOLKSWAGEN
SPEED EQUIPMENT
Write for catalog
EUROPEAN MOTOR PRODUCTS, INC.
Dept. 7, P.0. Box 668 « Riverside, Calif.
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