On a mile per hour
per dollar basis you
just can’t beat this
six-passenger
missile.

Ferrari Superfast in SCI's September issue drew lots

of mail. What much of it had to say is typified by reader
C. S. Earnshaw’s comment: “. . . being able to drop a sports
car into low at 45 mph could be duplicated in an American
product (Corvette) at much lower cost. In fact, you could
buy a 3008L. roadster with the difference.”

We even had a number of phone calls in response to the
4.9 report. One came from long-standing reader Ron Steiner
of Beverly Hills. “Look,” he said. “That Ferrari is lots car
« + « for lots money. I'd like to show you something I got

: STEVE WILDER'’S VIVID TEST REPORT on the 4.9

recently for $2600. I warn you: you're in for a real shock. -

It’s a stock Chev but it's downright fantastic.”

The more we heard the more intrigued we became, About I
" four months previously Chevrolet had introduced its “815"

power package. This consists of a 348 cu. in. engine, Duntov
cam, solid tappets, a trio of dual-throat carbs, heavy-duty
clutch and Corvette closeratio threespeed transmission.
Cost of the 815 combination in Los Angeles is 3229 over
the standard engine and transmission assembly. The hot
package is available in any Chev body style, including station
wagon, and this availability will continue during the '59
model year. Delivery has been taking about four weeks and,
at this writing, there are,very few 315's in circulation. Steiner
had ordered his, as you might expect, with the lightest body
in the Chev line — the Del Ray two-door. This plainly added
up to one of the hottest cars in America, or in the world and
we lost no time in accepting Steiner’s offer to put his two-
month old car through its paces. Remember, now, this is a
stocker, exactly like your grandmother can buy across the
counter in any Chev agency in the nation.

Steiner rolled up to our test headquarters in the desert, a
very muscular rumble coming from his stock pipes. The blue-
gray two-door appeared to be a perfectly innocuous business
coupe; it even had a back seat. Its 1100 rpm idle smoothed
out the cam’s low-speed lope and a bystander might have
attributed the fast tickover to a jammed automatic choke.
‘The sole modification that had been made to the car was a
set of plugged straight pipes that were totally concealed be-
tween the frame rails. “Shall we open them?” Steiner asked,
licking his chops. Ini the interest of duplicating drag strip
conditions, under which this car generally is opened up, we
gave the nod. Also, we wanted to hear the music.

(Continued on page 60)
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Below, Good Griff, Charlie Borgeson, you compare this with a Ferrari? '

348 cu in “Law Enforcement” engine
features 10:1 CR, domed pistons
with “eyebrow” cutouts for valve
clearance, solid cam followers

for the Duntov cam, plus three
twin-choke Rochester carburetors.
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ELECTRONIC

EXPERIMENTER’S

HANDBO X

Bulld A Satelile
Listening Fost

The 1959 ELECTRONIC EXPERIMENTER'S
HanNDBOOK will be coming your way
soon! If you like to build useful, money-
saving electronic devices and experiment
with new projects, the ELECTRONIC
EXPERIMENTER'S HANDBOOK is for you.
Each project has been pre-tested by the
readers of Popular Electronics. You'll
find step-by-step instructions, hundreds
of illustrations and diagrams. Last year’s
edition of ELECTRONIC EXPERIMENTER'S
HANDBOOK was a sellout at many news-
stands. Be sure to reserve your copy of
this year’s edition now!

over 1'#S pages

FOR YOUR CAR AND BOAT. Transistors
replace wall outlet. Convert transistor
set for car. “Auto-Fi.” Transihorn.

FOR YOUR HI-FI. Transistorized preamp
and control unit. One-tube hi-fi AM
tuner. Tuner and audio radio. Make your
own phonograph arm. Hi-fi slave. Switch
to stereo. Slot-box your speaker. Per-
sonal stereo player. Suit your volume
with a T-pad.

FOR YOUR HOME. Build a “conversation
piece.” Electronic secretary. Flash light
with transistors. T'rap unwanted stations.
Conelrad your home. Battery-operated
proximity relay. Make your own disc
records. A clown for the kids. T'wo-set
coupler. Simpla-timer. Transistorized
photoflash. Electric shutter release.

RECEIVERS. Build a “Half-Pack.” Mono-
ceiver to pull in DX. Pocket FM receiver.
Converter for daytime DX.

FOR YOUR WORKSHOP. Pocket size test
instrument. Square-wave generator for
audio tests. Check your A.C. Calibration.
Transistor Test Power Supply.

FOR THE EXPERIMENTER. How to make
parts substitutions. How to use Decals.
Put Pots to work. Collection of tips and
techniques.

The 1959 edition of the ELECTRONIC
ExPERIMENTER'S HANDBOOK will be on
sale soon—only $1. Reserve your copy
today at your newsstand or radio parts
store.

ZIFF-DAVIS Publishing Company,
434 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, lllinois.
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Chev 315

(Continued from page 29)

Qur test car’s acceleration was helped,

of course, by its 4.11 axle ratio. But even-

quicker times can be obtained with the
optional 4.56 rear end gears. The test car
was not fitted with a limited slip differ-
ential and this, too, would make for
quicker times. Also, our speed runs were
made with open windows, it being far too
hot a day to run with them closed; this
extra drag made up for the open header
plugs, no doubt. With the 4.11 ratio the
thrust is extremely constant and powerful
out to about 95 mph. Then it begins to
fall off and becomes much weaker at about
100. At 56 or 5700 rpm it is absolutely all
done and cannot be revved beyond that in
any gear. Steiner does all his speed shifting
at 5000.

For sheer straightaway performance the
car is exhilarating, thrilling and amazing
to drive. How about the other vital
qualities?

T'he sound of this machine, as we took
off, was astonishing. You may remember
the sounds of various V8-engined Allards
of a few years back. Even at peak revs they
just burbled along, sounding lazy and ef-
fortless. Not the Chev 315. It comes on
right now with that booming, hard-slam-
ming thunder that we've learned to asso-
ciate with wild, full-race V8’s at the drags
and at Bonneville. It sounds precisely like
what it is: a legitimate racing engine.

Its acceleration, for what some people
will call a big barge, is appalling. It hauls
its freight with a continuous swift surge
that is altered only when the high-speed
carbs cut in. When they do the thrust is
markedly increased and the carbs moan
like a Roots blower in rut. It's a most un-
precedented feeling to be in a big, soft-
sprung Detroiter that rushes out to 100
mph like Col. Stapp’s rocket sled.

Later I called Frank Milne, racing ex-
pert of Harry Mann Chevrolet, the big
Southern California Corvette specialist.
“What did you get for zero to 603" he
asked. “Seven point two,” I told him, Milne
intoned, “My God!” and was silent for a
long moment.

I read off the rest of our times to him.
“Now I begin to understand,” he said.
“There are darned few of those $15%s
around yet and the one that I was hoping
to run tests on was bought right out from
under me. Since then the owner keeps
telling me about waxing stock Corvettes
consistently at the drag strips and turn-
ing elapsed times in the high fourteens.
I didn’t believe him. Now I guess I'd
better.” .

I checked with Los Angeles’ Courtesy
Chevrolet, where Steiner had bought his
car, to verify what was in it and what it
cost, “Is it the same as Chevrolet’s Police
Special?” I asked. Courtesy’s Charles Mc-
Clure replied, “The Police Special has
everything Ron’s car has, plus an even
heavier clutch, stiffer suspension, cera-
metallic brakes and a bigger gas tank. I

drove one recently and it really made me ’

a believer. Lord help anybody who tries
to run from a cop in a Chev these days.”
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Its handling is about as good as it has to
be for a touring machine. On the straight
it tracks very true with the power turned
on. At cruise, under neutral acceleration,
it wanders slightly and some jiggling of the
wheel is necessary to keep it on course.

In cornering it is incomparably better
than the '57 Chev while still retaining a
very buoyant ride. It understeers just a
little and must be warped into the turns
—56 per cent of its weight is on the front
wheels. The rear lets go very slowly and
only does so under hard provocation.
Steiner did the cornering for our test-
curve photos and, although I doubt that
Dick Tracy would have been brave enough
to do it one mph faster, the car hewed to
a tight line with almost no sliding . . .
and with only 26 psi in the tires. This is
stock Chev suspension and, good as it is,
it does not represent Detroit’s best. Both
front and rear wheels hop unpleasantly
when bumps are encountered on a curve.

The recirculating ball steering is on the
heavy side but its responsiveness and lack
of backlash are good. The heavy duty
clutch has a competition feel. It requires
more pedal pressure than most Detroit-
conditioned drivers will want to put up
with but the smoothness and positiveness
of its bite are very satisfying. The column
shift on our test car worked very smoothly
but it was essential when at a standstill to
engage a synchronized gear before at-
tempting to engage low gear to avoid a
fierce clashing.

The engine is surprisingly smooth and
quiet but is the worst in my experience
for running-on, meaning for it to continue
“running” after being switched off, due to
hot spots in the combustion chamber. To
keep it from igniting spontaneously for
long periods one of several techniques
may be used. One is to put it in gear, say
in high, and let the clutch out for an in-
stant as the switch is turned off; this snubs
the flywheel to a stop. The other is to open
the throttle at the instant of switching
off. The dousing of raw fuel seems to cool
off the hot spots. As for gas mileage
Steiner says, “If you play around with it,
which is why you buy such a car, you get
about six mpg. If you drive very conserv-
atively you can get around 12.” There are
high-performance European cars of smaller
displacement that are about as thirsty.

Its stock Chev brakes are miserable.
One hard stop from 80 or so and you're
all through or, as Steiner puts it omi-
nously, “You're dead!” But anyone who is
seriously concerned with brakes can do a
lot to a Chev. Says Milne, “If I had such
a car I'd do what Duntov advised us to
recommend to owners of Super Sports
Corvettes who plan to run them on the
streets. That is, switch to 15 in. wheels
with Chev racing drums. Use Chev linings
on the rear but substitute the wider Pon-
tiac or Olds shoes at the front. It’s a really
effective combination.”

This car is an absolute ball to drive.
Like any very hot car, it should be han-
dled with respect, caution and one's very
best judgment at all times. Maybe it isn't a
Ferrari Superfast. With 4.11 gears it peaks
at only 107 mph (in 21 seconds) and with
the highest cogs available will only do
about 130. But think of the $13,400 you
save.

Griff Borgeson



