SHOWCASE

8000 RPM TACHOMETER

Those enthusiasts who like to know what’s
going on up front and whose cars are not
equipped to tell them will be interested in
this new electric tachometer. With an outside
diameter of 3% inches, the instrument has an
illuminated dial and can be used on any
engine, 2 to 12 cylinders. The makers point
out ease of installation with wires connecting
directly to the distributor and ground. Com-
plete with mounting bracket for steering post
or instrument panel for $28.95 from MG
Mitten, Inc., Box 157, San Gabriel, Calif.

FOLDING TRAILER

With vacation time fast approaching, sports
car families will be happy to know about
this unique Fold-N-Roll folding trailer, which
has an estimated 500-pound capacity. Its all-
metal construction features a tubular frame
with torsion bar suspension and comes with
a double suspension hitch engineered to fit
any car and model, both domestic and im-
ported. Folded, the trailer occupies about
the same space as a golf bag and can be
stored on the bumper or inside the car.
$169.50 from Award Mfg. Co., 1801 W. 17th
St.,, Santa Ana, Calif.,, or from sports car
dealers.
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SPORTS CAR CARDS

Readers familiar with W. Paul Bailey’s
Christmas cards will be glad to know that
he has recently introduced a new line to
include many other occasions. The enthusiast
will now be able to send birthday greetings,
invitations, get well cards or “just for fun”
cards which will feature the sports car theme
in color. Cards will be shown nationally at
accessory dealers or write for free literature
(include 25¢ if you want samples). Uniques,
6109 W. Washington Blvd., Culver City, Calif.

BATTERY TERMINALS

Jano “safety battery terminals™ are made
in France and used on several of their cars
and on all French government vehicles. Aside
from the safety advantages of spark and short
elimination they also are said to be conveni-
ent for battery service and to eliminate
terminal corrosion. The lower cup, a special
vinyl plastic, is filled with oil or vaseline. The
terminal screw cap is hand removable, acts
as a cover and provides a quick disconnect.
Priced at $3.95 a pair (one red, one green)
ppd. from H. R. Chapman, 22700 Martha St.,
Woodland Hills, Calif.

ALUMINUM ROOF RACK

Another answer for vacation travel with
the small car is Amco’s new Universal Roof
Rack. Designed for most foreign sedans, this
all-aluminum rack is fitted with suction cups
and slip-proof turnbuckle clamps assuring
secure placement. Styled to compliment the
lines of most any car, it measures 36 in. long
by 35 in. wide and is priced at $29.95. A good
companion piece is a tailored luggage bag to
protect suitcases. It is vinyl covered for
weather protection and has three zippers
for easy access. $26.95. Both from American
Carry Products Co., Inc., 13148 Raymer St.,
N. Hollywood, Calif.
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by Bernard Cahie

FROM MODENA, we have heard that Fer-
rari is carrying out numerous tests on
his 59 Grand Prix car. It is similar in its
main lines to the ’58 model but has a 300-
horsepower engine instead of 280, disc
brakes, and suspension now using coil
springs and Koni telescopic dampers instead
of leaf springs and Houdaille vane-type
dampers. With its new lighter chassis, the
Ferrari should be the fastest car on the cir-
cuits.

Aston Martin is limiting race participation
to Le Mans only, in order to concentrate all
efforts on their Formula I car, which is being
intensively tested by Tony Brooks and Roy
Salvadori. The car has a classic design and
uses a modified version of the 6-cylinder,
twin overhead—cam engine with the valves
at 95°. Reports indicate that the car has good
power but needs improved road handling.

We have received some year-end produc-
tion figures. Germany built over 1,300,000
cars in 1958, an increase of 23%. The leader,
of course, is Volkswagen, which made 553.-
000 cars and Kombis, some 80,000 more than
last year. Opel follows with 315,000, a gain
of just about the same as VW. Third is Daim-
ler-Benz, which made 33,000 more cars,
bringing their year’s total to 153,000. Ford-
Cologne is next with over 100,000, then Auto-
Union with 67,000 and BMW with 50,000.
Porsche produced 6000, which is about 700
more than in 1957.

French production figures show 1,127,000
units, of which 31% were exported. Comfor-
tably leading production is Renault, with
364,000 private automobiles, among them
over 280,000 Dauphines. Renault, which ex-
ported 34,000 cars to the U.S. in 1957, great-
ly surpassed this figure in ’58 in supplying
the States with 57,000 cars, chiefly Dau-
phines.

A special Citroen made its debut at the
time of the Monte Carlo Rallye. Designed by
André Ricou, who prepared the rally winner,
it is a shortened (by nearly 2 feet) version

A A 4
of the DS-19. The resulting two-door coupe
has well balanced lines and yet keeps the
familiar Citroen appearance. Two versions
of a modified engine are offered by Ricou.
One gives 100 hp and permits, on a standard
DS or ID, a true 100 miles per hour. The
second version gives 125 hp and has a top
speed of 113 mph. Ricou plans to produce
at least 100 cars to meet GT classifications
for the 2-liter class in rallies and other com-
petitions.
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