were captured by two tiny 750cc Fiat-Abarth
coupes, entered by Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr. in
the final event of Marlboro Raceway's '58 season.
Already credited with three Italian grand touring
championships and SCCA Class 1 production car
racing acceptance, this thorough-bred
Abarth performance and
Zagato coachwork artistry offers enthusiasts a
genuine competition car without the high prices,
untractability and inflated maintenance charges for
attached to big-bore machinery. With twin bub-
ble, all-aluminum body. Modest price, $3,640 p.o.e.

of Fiat reliability,

LA A

Two More FIAT
Champions!

@ Fiat - Abarth 750
Sports Roadster with
Body by Allemaneo
¢ Fiat 600 Standard
Body with Abarth
750cc Engine, winner
of Mobilgas Test Run
Imported Cars,
Oct. ‘58. Average
mpg 50.4

blending

Roosevelt Automobile Co., Inc.

Importers and Distributors—Fiat-Abarth
2825 V STREET, N.E., WASHINGTON 18, D. C.

SPORTS

Gentles the ever pres-

ent Back Draft. Keeps

you warm where and

when you need it.

Makes open car driving pleasant
seasons.

PATENTS PENDING

even in cool

Available in a variety of colors in Twill,
Corduroy or Wool Jersey. Matching en-
sembles for the family. For Men, Women
& Children.

Due to increased production we have
been able to reduce our prices,

Hood Type Cape
Collar Type Cape
Dealer inquiries invited

Goodwear Sports Products
Room 303, 880 E. Colerado
Pasadena, California

each only 54.95

JOE
MOSS

CUSTOM
ACCESSORIES

MG-A LOCKING
GLOVE BOX

Finished in Black Leather and Chrome
With MG “Insignia in Silver.” $14.95

MG-A Ash Tray & Lighter, Specially
Designed, Install in 5 Minutes, Finish
In Black Leather & Chrome. $8.95

WIND WING

“Do It Yourself” Kit
For MG, TC, TD, TF
and ““A,” Also TR.
Includes Plexiglass,
Chromed Hinges and
Templates. Only
$11.95

Wind Wings for all MG Models Ready to Install....515.
Triumph Wind Wings 6.
7
1]

Hinges Only MG & TR
MG-A Racing Sereell............csssmsssmsre
Sun Visor for all MG's & TR's.
Sun_Visor for MG-A Coupe..
Postage Paid on Prepaid. Enclose
Dealer Imguiries Invited.

JOE MOSS
4739 DON ZAREMBO DR., LOS ANGELES 8, CALIF.
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TECHNICAL (&)
CORRESPONDENGCE

FOR THAT RARE SPARE . ..

We would like to acquaint you with a
spares service we are conducting for owners
of British cars.

From our sources in England we are able
to supply new replacement parts for most
cars, early or late. (We recently obtained for
a customer a 1934 MG crown gear and pin-
ion, complete with bearings, all new.)

Our prices are reasonable, and air mail de-
liveries can be made in two weeks from re-
ceipt of order. We welcome all written in-
quiries and will give them our utmost atten-
tion.

306 Willow Street
Teaneck, N.J.

We are printing this letter primarily for
the benefit of those among our readers who
own rare automobiles and have been forced,
in the past, to sprinkle letters all over Eng-
land in search of some vital but elusive re-
placement part. We have received many let-
ters from readers who wanted to know if
there was such a parts source in the U.S., but
we knew of none until this letter came.

SPRITE HEADLIGHT . . .

Here is a picture of my redesigned Austin-
Healey Sprite. The man behind the idea was

London Spares

Bob Allenger, of Allenger Motors in Palo
Alto, Calif. He spent many hours experiment-
ing with new headlight arrangements and
finally cut an American dual-headlight unit
in two and put half in each fender. The
smaller unit fits without an ugly bulge and
meets all of the requirements of this states
vehicle code. The modification of the grille
and the competition stripe are extras that
can be taken or left alone.
Stanford, Calif. Edward S. Tucker
We are not, as a rule, advocates of the
customized sports car, but we like a genuine
improvement. When a really good example
of custom work comes to our attention, we
like to pass the idea along to our readers.
This would seem to be a near-perfect rem-
edy for the Sprite’s “bug eyes”; it is advis-
able, though, to check the vehicle laws of
your own state before doing anything rash.

DETAILED DRAWINGS . . .

I am writing to ask if you can furnish me
with detailed working drawings of the frame
and suspension of the Mercedes-Benz 300-
SLR. You will probably regard this as a
strange request, but I have a great interest
in this particular car.

Waco, Tex. Name Withheld

We do not regard this request as being
the least bit unusual; each day’s mail con-
tains several letters asking for practically
the same thing. We would very much like to

ROAD & TRACK, MAY, 1959



oblige, and if there were any way to do so
we would send the material post haste. Un-
fortunately, this is impossible; complete
drawings for the Mercedes-Benz chassis
would cover a sheet of paper larger than a
Barnum and Bailey circus poster and would
be rarely useful because of their complex
multitude of details, views and sections. We
therefore print only the illustration-type
drawings in the magazine, and we almost al-
ways use everything of this type that we have
available.

Quite apart from the fact that these draw-
ings are of questionable value are the enor-
mous expense of having the drawings made,
and, finally, the cost of handling and mail-
ing. Many people offer to pay for all this, but
we suspect that they really don’t know what
they are getting into. Even in the case of our
Sports Car Designs, which use a substantial
number of standard components that do not
require detailed drawings, the cost of a com-
plete set of plans would be in excess of $500.
Even an enthusiast is likely to balk at a bill
of that sort!

THAT'S THE BRAKES . . .

What type of lining should I use for the
best results on my 1955 Chrysler New York-
er? I have tried Raybestos PG linings but
they were no better than the stock linings.
It is time to reline again, so what do you
suggest? The car has power brakes, so I am
interested in stopping—longevity isn’t of pri-
mary importance,

Bossier City, La. Capt. W. W. Carter

Taking into consideration the fact that
your car weighs nearly 2.5 tons, it is not
too surprising that it is somewhat reluctant
about coming to a halt. Generally speaking,
a softer lining material will give better one-
time braking, but it tends to fade and wear
rather rapidly. You can try one of the softer
linings if you wish, but the 1955 Chrysler
has 22 pounds of weight for each square inch
of effective lining area (the Plymouth of the
same year has only 19 lb/sq in.) so there
probably isn’t much youw can do toward rem-
edying the situation,

ENGINE SWAPS AGAIN ...

Has a Chevrolet V-8 ever been dropped
into a Triumph TR-2 with any success? Is
this swap practical; what are the relative
weights of the two engines; and how would
one go about mating the V.8 engine to the
Triumph gearbox? On the surface this looks
like a relatively easy swap, but I have not
read of anyone’s making it.

New York, N.Y. Capt. John A. Lynch

This letter is more or less typical of sev-
eral that we have received asking whether
the Chevrolet V-8 engine will fit in a Tri-
umph. At this point we would like to make
one thing perfectly clear: if you are willing
to spend enough time and money, it is quite
within the realm of possibility to put any
engine in any car if the over-all dimensions
of the desired powerplant do not exceed
those of the automobile itself.

However, to answer the specific questions:
yes, the engine will fit; no, the swap isn’t
practical (the V-8 is too wide and there
would be a lot of cutting before it would fit) ;
and the Triumph gearbox would quickly ex-
pire under the load from the Chevrolet en-
gine. Even if it could be done, the normally
docile and pleasant TR-2 would become a
dangerously fast and ill-tempered brute with
few, if any, endearing qualities.
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IN YOUR BRITISH CAR...

Nothiﬁg takes the place of the real thing!

There’s just no substitute for Lucas
original equipment. That’s why
most British and many other car
manufacturers specify Lucas elec-

Represented in the United States by

trical parts and accessories at the
factory. Insist on genuine Lucas re-
placement parts and accessories for
your car! Available everywhere,

Lu CAS ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.

501-509 West 42nd Street, New York 38, New York
Factory Branches in New York - Chicago - Houston - Los Angeles - San Francisco - Jacksonville

GENERATORS -
REGULATORS - HORNS . BATTERIES

STARTERS + DISTRIBUTORS . COILS + LAMPS - WINDSHIELD WIPERS
+ GIRLING BRAKES AND SHOCK ABSORBERS

CANDLEPOWER -BRIGHTEST -
DRIVING LIGHT IN THE WORLD!
Chrome plated solid brass housing.
$ I 9-50eacl| 8'dia.—4%"deep.
250 Watt

Spot. h{pe beam-mile range.

Mounting bracket d
12Voltonly  "\ire fumhed.
(20 Amp) Replacement sealed beam

units - $ 7.25 each.

Available o from:
CHARLES E. KING%CO.

952 W.CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22, ILL.

Looking For Superb Accuracy
In Your Tire Gauge?

Now avallable in U.8. for first time—the precislon

“*Masta'" tire gauge used by such racing organiza-
tions as Car Race Division of Dunlop Rubber Co.,
Eeurie Ecosse (David Murray), DBritish Racing Part-
nership (K. A. Gregory), and Trian Lister (B.R.ML
Racing Team). Used by Dunlop racers at Sebring
this year, High accuracy over entire working range
to 60 Ibs. guaranteed by Bourdon tube principle.
Crackle cnamel and nickel plate finish. 3" dial,
$11.05—4" dial, $12.95 ppd.

SPORTS CAR ENTREPRENEURS, IMPORTERS
Box 462, White Plains, N.Y.




