developed expensive noises were given a lift the rest of  tinued their trip right along the southern coast of France,

CHAMPAGNE

the way by a fellow competitor in a stately Rolls-Royce, into Italy, via Monaco.

and nobody cared a jot about it. The rules are there to To those who may wonder about their driving ability

help everyone enjoy the rally, not to cause frustrations  for such a rally, a few notes will cover the situation. First

at every lurn. of all, most driving is on main highways, some of it even
R A L LY But let’s start at the heginning. Last year’s event, the  on double-lane expressways. But later on. in the South. there

sixth of the series, started. as always, at Dover, 80 miles is quite some variation in road conditions, and the rally
southeast of London. On arrival by ferry in Boulogne, there  organizers purposely take you on minor roads and country
was an official welcome by the Lord Mayor—avec une  lanes. They have two objects in mind: first, to make the
verre du vin, naturellement—and no more than a jest  driving itself most interesting and a bit challenging, and
from the customs officials at the pier. The rally route now  second, to enable participants to see the country and its

Not all enthusiasts are the hard-bitten type.

Here is a “competition” event turned south to Epernay. where contestants were served  people a little better. Although some of these winding lanes
a magnificent banquet. At Vichy, the next major check- need the full attention of both driver and navigator, you
designed for the smug sluggard point on the road south. all the rallyists were made members  need have no fear; there is nothing any experienced, com-
of the elegant Sporting Club and enjoyed its modern swim- petent driver can’t tackle in a standard car in good running
ming pool. Unexpected hazards cropped up during the order. Incidentally, women drivers are welcome on the
next day’s section: some of the competitors got mixed up  rally; in fact, the best all-feminine crew gets a special
with the Tour de France, a bicycle race through the length  award.
and breadth of the country. It is a sort of World Series on Certain checkpoints, of which everyone is informed, are
wheels, and generates even more excitement. Others found  strung out along the route. But participants are entirely
BY PETER R. EASTON their destination for the night, the ancient city of Carcas- free to pick any route they choose between these points.
sonne, quite easily but could not extricate themselves from  And if you don’t check in at these controls within certain
the maze of narrow winding streets (all one way, of course) specified time limits, nobody will worry. Your main job
which seemingly led to their castle accommodations, but  is to have fun.
didn’t. One TR-2 owner spent 20 fruitless minutes in this Probably best of all, the cost is really low. If you are
HAT American sports car enthusiast has not dreamed fashion. taking a small European car, such as a Volkswagen, Hillman
WOf combining a trip to Europe with participation The next day featured a quick dash down to the Spanish or Renault, and get one or two people to share it with you,
in a rally or similar event? Yet the more he (or she) goes border. where the tiny sovereign state of Andorra, nestled the overall expense for the 11 days of the rally should not
into the question, the more difficult the problem appears. high in the Pyrenees, played host for one night. And very exceed $135 per person. This is from the starting point in
Many rallies are held outside the vacation season; com- well. too, by all accounts. There were somewhat confused  Dover and includes the round trip, complete with car, on
petition licenses are required; the wife, girl friend or and incoherent accounts of open fire—roasted lamb, wild  the Dover-Boulogne ferry, all hotel accommodations in-
whatever objects to dicing with death on that longed-for dancing in the streets and, of course, lots of that fiery cluding food, plus attendance at all the special events men-
vacation, and besides, what can one really see of Europe Spanish wine. But it didn’t have very lasting effects, for tioned above. It does not include gas, but as special coupons
this way ? next morning the organizers’ little trap, in the shape of a at low rates are now available to foreign tourists visiting
Well, relax—there is a compromise solution. The British slow stage, managed to catch only one crew. They sailed France, this will be only a small addition. Furthermore,
(of course, I might add) have the answer. An organization through the checkpoint far too early, singing loudly, and as there is a chance to win up to $150 in prize money if you
called the Great Britain Car Club sponsors an annual the official record put it. “obviously couldn’t care less.” are among the first six to complete the competitive require-
London to Séte (France) Rally which offers a low-cost Thus the final stage to Séte, on the Mediterranean coast- ments of the rally.
sightseeing tour of France conducted with all the basic line. This is the finishing point, and after a gymkhana-type Although the event is primarily organized for British
elements of a competitive rally. The beauty of this event is braking test (which caused some confusion as people hadn’t tourists, we are assured that Americans who happen to be in
that each participant can decide the degree of seriousness bothered to read their instructions properly), a concours England at the time will be more than welcome. But you
he wishes to apply to the competitive aspect. This year, d’elegance (to see which lady looked best in whose car) can’t join the rally on the Continent, although you need not,
for example, the occupants of one small elderly car which and a candlelight dinner, it was all over. Competitors were of course, return to England after finishing at Séte.
now free either to return to England or to continue their This year’s rally is July 6-16. For information
B B s vacation. write to: Lt.-Col. G. K. Portham, 59 Fleet Street (3rd
Séte is quite near the Riviera, so most participants con- Floor), London, E.C.4.
FRENCH GOVERNMENT TOURIST OFFICE
The oldest car in the rally was a 1927 2-liter A group of cars at the final checkpoint shows the A Jaguar XK-120 grinds to a stop during the braking

Lagonda, which finished without loss of marks. great variety of those competing in the rally. test at the finish of last year's rally.
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