LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HARK, HARK . . .

In your December 1958 article on the Lark,
you said, “Minor changes in Studebaker’s
variable rate coil springs plus an effective
anti-roll bar have resulted in very moderate
roll angles, even with the driver alone and
at high speeds on the skid pad.”

In March 1959, you said, “Cornering roll
is considerable and tire squeal easy to in-
duce.”

These two statements seem somewhat ir-
reconcilable. Which is true?

New Haven, Conn. Richard Mashburn

The contradictions between our article for
December and the subsequent one in March
can be explained. The first one was based on
a very hasty trial of a pre-announcement car
in South Bend, and the second on our com-
plete road test conducted on our usual test-
ing grounds.—Ed.

NEW TONNEAU . ..

In your April issue (Miscellaneous Ram-
blings) you stated that the tonneau cover of
the new Lister-Jaguar was of undisclosed
type.

In the January issue of Autocar, 1 found
this information: “A bag-type tonneau (the
subject of a patent) will enclose the passen-
ger side of the cockpit, and will be inflated
by air tapped from a high pressure region
of the body.”
Winsted, Conn.

THE BITTER PILL . ..

Re Small Car Design No. 50 . . . you're
fighting me! The most important aspect of
this situation is economic. If, as you say, a
2-cycle engine would be cheaper by far, then
it should be 2-cycle and hang the other con-
siderations.

What we must get into proper perspective
is the relationship among new product, eco-
nomics, consumer acceptance and current
attitudes. It is entirely true that even re-
cently there were considerable hazards asso-
ciated with the marketing of “different”
products.

But this factor of consumer inflexibility,
which you are so concerned with, is a frac-
tion of the problem it used to be. (Look at
the acceptance of VW, which could hardly
be more unlike Detroit products.) In faet,
product novelty has changed from a selling
hazard to a key sales advantage (consider
Chevrolet’s offering this fall). Technological
change is now both a household term and
an important aspect of consumer demand.

But more important is the alarming rate
at which many U.S. products are being priced
out of world markets. This is not so much
a question of irritating problems as it is a
matter of simple economic survival. If we do
not plan our new products now on a hard
economic basis, then the bitter pill may later
become indigestible.
Waukegan, Tl

TOO COMPACT . ..

As a couple of youngish librarians and
sports car enthusiasts who use our eyes con-
stantly in our work and spend weekends por-
ing over maps, tachs, etc., on rallies, we
resent your cramming the New York Show
(May) into a few pages of minuscule type

Douglas Ryon

Robert Brooks

of unattractive format and illustrated with
photos far below R&T standards.

If this was done for complete coverage of
the show, please give us only the highlights
in readable form next time.

Wichita, Kan. Don and Lil Culbertson

ANOTHER FIAT 500 . ..

We read with interest your fine article
appearing in the May issue, “Road Test—
Three Fiat 500s.”

However, we should like to draw your at-
tention to the fact that the article does not
mention the lower-priced standard Fiat 500
model (which features a 16.5-brake horse-
power engine and a $1098 suggested New
York Port of Entry price). The pictures il-
lustrating the article, as well as the specifi-
cations-and-performance column, actually de-
scribe the higher powered and priced Fiat
500 Sports (21-bhp engine and $1298 sug-
gested New York Port of Entry price), re-
ferring to it only incidentally as the “warmed-
up” version of the standard Fiat 500,

Fiat Motor Co., Inc. M. Pittaluga
New York, N, Y. Regional Manager

We stand corrected. In our preoccupation
with mechanical detail and performance, we
completely failed to establish the fact that
our Nuova convertible was a “Sports,” rather
than standard, model. While we are on the
subject, we would like to say that the Sports
model is, in spite of its higher initial cost,
the best buy in the 500 series. In Europe,
the standard model will probably be the best
seller, but here in the U.S. we need that
little bit of extra power that comes with the
Sports. Rowing the standard model through
the afternoon rush hour is something of a
task and we were most pleased to find that
the Sports could keep up with no trouble
at all —Ed.

WHEN IN FRANCE . ..

I enjoyed Richard Poe’s “When in Europe
. . ."7 in the April issue. After only three
months in France I'm hardly an expert on
the country, but T would like to add a few
details on France.

To echo Mr. Poe: Watch those bikes and
motor scooters! They accost you from all
sides. And watch out for chickens, too. (You
pay for the unlaid eggs of each one you hit
and to date no one has run over a chicken
that was not the laying champion of all of
France!) Driving here is really a sporting
proposition and can be fun if you regard
it as a challenge, not a chore. (continued)
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| A bigger & better YW book than his first,

| Steering, etc. Wirin

KEEP '‘EM RUNNING
with SERVICE MANUALS. . . .$6.95 ea.

These shop manuals printed as official facto
manuals for Australia are accurate, authoritative
complnh Each has manr illustrations, charts, dia-
grams & drawings cover| ng the following:
® ENGINE o CLUTCH o GEARBOX @ REAR AXLE
® BRAKES o FRONT SUSPENSION o STEERING
@ COOLING e ELECTRICAL e FUEL SYSTEM
® BODY @ WHEELS & HUBS, etc.
Each 4 denotes a separate manual as follows:
AUSTIN 4 A40 Devon 47-52 % Somerset 52-54
% MORRIS MINOR Series MM & ohv Series 2
% MG-TD s HILLMAN 36-55 % RENAULT 750
FORD + VB 32.48  49-54 ﬁ ohv V8 55-56
% Consul Zephyr 51-56 % Anglia-Prefect 53-56
* MOlRIS 1000 4% SIMCA Aronde & Elysee

% FORD Consul-Zephyr Mk. 2
% VOLKSWAGEN incl. 1951

OTHER MAINTENANCE BOOKS

MG COMPLETE SHOP MANUAL
® TC®TD®TF ® MG A____Price §10.00

This one Australian manual covers for all MG's listed
everything in the factory manuals. Alse includes
special speed tuning for these engines.
TUNING & MAINTENANCE OF MG A... ... $5.00
Top British tuner Philip Smith deals with the A and
the ZA Magnette in the first book on tunihg these
engines. Author is recognized as an authority. Tips
also work on Morris & Austin A-50 with caution!
TUNING & MAINT. OF MG'S to TF—!SOO ...$5.00
Same author as above book but on older 's
MG WORKSHOP MANUAL (1930 to 'I'H 58.50
Overhaul & tune your from bumper to tail lite.
ALL ABOUT THE YW—Hank Eifrink.... 3. I.’;g

p s. 210 illus. Yery complete. Incl. speed fumnq.
LKSWAGEN REPAIR HANDBOOK. Clymer.$2.00
For cwner maintenance . . . NOT a shop manual,
RENAULT DAUPHINE Repai: Handbook. .. . $3, 00
Clymer book NOT a shop manual but very g
DESIGN & TUNING COMP. ENGINES.. 8.50
General advanced tuning for compemmn
'I‘UNING FOR SPEED & ECONOMY.. .$4.01
ven an amateur mechanic can work from ﬂns
RII.EY MAINTENANCE MANUAL 1930-56..... ss.io

| FORD 10 COMPETITION ENGINE..

0
Hi-speed tuning for the engines in the Ford Prefect
to 1953 & in the present Ford Popular.
CROSLEY (All Models) SHOP MANUALS. . 56.00
HOW TO TUNE YOUR FOREIGN CAR...... $2.00
Bill Corey, Road & Track's expert, gives tuning spex
for 173 popular foreign car models & tells you how
to use them to keep your car in tip top trim.

Limited stock of following Factory Manuals:

VOLVO SHOP MANUAL...... .513.50
AUSTIN- H!AL!\' PRITE .......... 2.50
MORRIS. MINOR NIM SER. 2 & 1000. 512 so
MG TD-TF snor MANUAL...........51]
MG "A' SHOP MANUAL,...... ORORE T3 50
MG TC OWNERS HANDBOOK.........53.
AUSTIN-HEALEY 100 SI:.............su.so
AUSTIN-HEALEY 100-4 inc. '56.......512.50
S.U. CARBS & FUEL PUMPS....... . £

BRITISH CAR REPAIR DATA

SERVICE DATA SHEETS . ., .

are printed in England for inde-
pendent mechanics with approval
of the mfgr. Each set consists of
8 B8;"xll" pages for overhaul &
maintenance of Engine; Ignition;
Clutch; Gear-box: Axle; Brokes:
& Lube charts
plus many sectioned drawings.

DATA SHEETS FOR CARS.....PRICE 51.50 each
MG

Austin A-40 Somerset..|93
Healey 100-4.... ... .214
Healey 100 Six.... 281
Metropolitan 1500 305

Ford Consul-Zephyr....184
Ang.-Pref. '53-54... 224
Consl-Zephr Mk2..... 295

Hiliman Minx ('49)...158
Minx Mk 4 & 5.........19
Minx '55-56 ohv..

Minx late '5é..

Jaguar XK-120
MK 7.

XK-140 _
2.4 litre
3.4 litre ...

COMPONENT DATA SHEE‘I’S .

TC Midget....

TD Midget
TF Midget......

Magnette (ZA)
Series "'A'"

Morgan Plus 4.

Morris Minor ohv.

Morris 1000 ... 287
Rover 75 ('50-51).. .18l

90 '54-55. 27
Renault 750.... 205

Sunbeam Rap!
Sunbeam Alpin
Triumph TR-2
Triumph TR-3
Vauxhall Yictor....

.PRICE $1.00 lacll

Similar to Car Sheets but for purchased parts.

Lockheed Brakes...........232
SU Elec. Fuel Pum
SU type H-4 Carb.
Lucas Distributors..
Lucas Starters...

Lucas Generators..

Borg & Beck Clutches.238

SU Carbs General..... 246
Warner O'drive.258

Dunlop Disc Brakes.. _3l0

Smiths Instruments..

SU V-Type Carbs.. 242

If It isn"t here W'RITE. There are 198 Data Shcehl

Too many goodies fo
page . .

AUTOBOOKS

et all of them on the next
. but it's still good old:

2900 R Magnolio Boulevard
Burbank 7, Colifornio
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THE

SAFEST

AND

FASTEST
2-LITRE

CAR

IN THE WORLD

MORE
HORSEPOWER

SUPERCHARGE YOUR
MERCEDES 190 SL

MG-A « VOLKSWAGEN
VW-GHIA « DAUPHINE

FOR AMAZING
ACCELERATION
THRILLING
PERFORMANCE

The Judson Supercharger provides
more than just improved
performance, it's a new experience
that you get only from a good car
that is properly supercharged. It's
the “right” combination. Only
with supercharging do you get such
a “snap” in accelerating. Only
with a supercharger do you get that
feeling of flexibility and absolute
control. It gives you rocket
performance, a new thrill in
motoring pleasure.

It’s difficult to express a sensation
in words, a thrill in figures . . . just
for fun drive a Judson supercharged
car and feel the difference. Write
today for complete information. Let
us show you how this is done and
what kind of performance you can
get from your car when
supercharged by Judson.

JUDSON

RESEARCH AND MFG. CO.
CONSHOHOCKEN. PA,
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A NEW WEST COAST DISTRIBUTOR FOR

WORLDWIDE IMPORT, INC,
1968 S. SEPULYEDA BLVD. LOS ANGELES 25, CALIF.
GRanite 76739
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Bicyveles and narrow rough roads are the
unpleasant side of driving in France, but
there is a good side, too. All of the roads
are well marked as are the routes through
the towns. On each national highway there
are red-topped posts every kilometer with
the route number and distances to the next
town. There are similar posts with yellow
tops on departmental roads. You will also
find sections where tenths of a kilometer are
marked for some distance so you can check
your odometer.

The Guide Michelin mentioned by Mr. Poe
is truly the traveler's bible in France. The
big Guide is in French but the symbols are
easy to understand, There was a less detailed
English version available in 1958 and a new
one will probably be published this year.

While a knowledge of French is not essen-
tial, it certainly helps a lot. I never venture
forth without four phrase books and a pocket
dictionary. The French are quite pleased to
have you make a stab at their language. And
in the hinterland it is often hard to find
anyone who speaks English, However, you
can spot the American forces in France eas-
ily. Their license plates begin with a 1-CF.
Many can speak a smattering of French and
are always willing to give any help they can
to a compatriot who is having difficulties.

Last of all is a warning given to all Ameri-
can Forces and one I have yet to see in a
travel article: Be careful of what you eat
and drink in France and in most of Europe.
American stomachs are not accustomed to
underchlorinated water or to the bacteria in
“natural” fertilizers.

Actually, most of the French do not drink
tap water themselves. You can order hottled
water in any restaurant and it can also be
purchased in most food stores. The Armed
Forces are also cautioned against French
milk and milk products that have not been
pasteurized (hot chocolate, which is deli-
cious here, is an exception as it is usually
well cooked), raw vegetables, and under-
cooked meats. However, avoiding these foods
will not cramp your eating style; any food
that is well cooked is considered safe and
no one in his right mind drinks milk for din-
ner when such a multitude of fine wines is
available.

APO. New York, N. Y.

LITTLE BIG THREE . ..

In the interest of accuracy, I would appre-
ciate correction of the statement, “Sad Com-
mentary” (Miscellaneous Ramblings, May)
that Corvette and Triumph TR-3 are approxi-
mately equal in sales,

For the record, the Triumph, with 10.745
sports car registrations in 1958, exceeded by
1745 (or over 19%) the 9000 figure you gave
as the number of Corvettes assembled in the
same year. Therefore, there are at least two
sports cars (MG and Triumph) which actu-
ally outsold the Corvettes in 1958.

Cal Sales, Inc. Dorothy Deen
Gardena, Calif. President

Our thanks to you, Dorothy, for setting
the record happily straight. To keep it that
way, though, we did say “slightly over 9000”
Corvettes—Ed.

COVENTRY, DETROIT? . ..

Several years ago I had the rather dubious
honor of purchasing a Humber Hawk. At
the time I simply could not believe that own-
ing ‘a stodgy British saloon would he an
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BRITISH CAR PARTS

HEPOLITE—Pistons & Rings
WELLWORTHY—Pistons & Rings
JAMES—Valves & Guides
TERRY—Valve Springs
PAYEN—Gaskets & Oil Seals
BORG & BECK—Clutches
LOCKHEED & GIRLING—Brake Parts
FERODO—Brake Linings, Fan Belts
LUCAS—Ignition, Lamps, etc.
GLACIER—Engine Bearings
VANDERVELL—Engine Bearings

o other top lines

HOLESALE ONL
Only Dealers may apply for catalog

RANSOME & MARLES—Ball & Roller Bearings
WHITELEY—Water Pumps, Tie Rods, Universals

fortich CAR PARTS

LARGEST
OCK IN U.S.A.

Immediate Delivery

GERMAN CAR PARTS

KOLBENSCHMIDT—Pistons
ATE—Lockheed Brake Parts
ATE—Valves, Ring Sets
F & $—Clutches
REINZ—Gaskets
GREER—Oil Seals
SWF—Windshield Wipers & Motors
FRESE—Bumpers & Mirrors
GLYCO—Engine Bearings
HELLA—Lamps, Horns
BOSCH—Spark Plugs & Ignition
ENERGIT—Brake and Clutch Linings
VARTA—Batteries

e other top lines

FRENCH CAR PARTS

MONOPOLE-POISSY—Pistons, Rings, Valves
CURTY & Cie.—Gaskets, 0il Seals
VANDERVELL of FRANCE—Engine Bearings
TOUS LES COUSSINETS—Engine Bearings
SOCIETE FERODO—Brake Linings, Clutches, Ferlec
DES FREINS LOCXHEED—Brake Parts
SOCIETE S.E.V.—Ignition, Fuel Pumps, Wipers
MARCHAL—Lamps, Light Units
PARIS—RHONE—Generators, Starters, Regulators
S.N.R.—Ball and Roller Bearings

o other top lines

BECK DISTRIBUTING CORP.

12 East 131 Street, New York 37, N. Y.

Corvette, T-Bird, Mercedes, Alfa, Fiat, Porsche,
Jaguar, Austin-Healey, MG, Sprite, other sports cars
and all Late Model American Convertibles

custom styled
quality workmanship

TONNEAU
COVERS
BY ROBBINS

Write for illustrated brochure
ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO.
1453 LINCOLN BLVD.
SANTA MONICA 3 CALIF,
EXBROOK 3-0316

honor, or even be different from my neigh-
bor’s. The advent of the “swept-wing” Mag-
nette has proven me wrong. I have no greater
purpose in life today than to restore that
delightfully ugly Humber. I am also quite
convinced that the stodgy British saloon is
with us no longer.

It is indeed a sad commentary upon British
automobile designers when they adjust their
old-fashioned cars to the American market.
Hail, the adjusted automobile! One might
even raise the question of whether or not
this is what the American market needs.
Having occasion to know a good many other
owners of similarly old fashioned British
saloons, I am convinced that a tremendous
market exists for their cars.

Your comments in the May issue (Miscel-
laneous Ramblings) suggest that the impec-
cable British interior has been retained. This
is patent nonsense, All Magnette gauges are
centered upon a Chrysler-type metal backing.

Has it never occurred to British designers
that perhaps many Americans may love an
old-fashioned car? What will be next? Per-
haps a wrap-around windscreen on the A-35.
Or perhaps a Morris Minor with dual head-
lamps.

Come, gentlemen, it is time to lower some
of your worthy artillery from the battle with
Detroit. There is a new problem of corrup-
tion from within.

Mound, Minn. Roderick MacRae

A MORRIS OWNER SPEAKS . ..

“What is available in a four-passenger
sports car?” you ask (Miscellaneous Ram-
blings, May). Then you list 25 cars without
mentioning our pride and joy, the Morris
Minor. To add insult to injury you admit
some of the 25 “are not genuine sports cars,
but they have a little of the flavor.” Then
on page 52 (illustrated by a photograph many
years old, incidentally) you admit what we
all know when you say, “Morris Minor 1000
handles like a sports car.”

I could talk for hours about the sporis
characteristics of the Morris but I don’t
think you need convincing; I'm sure you
must know.

Redondo Beach, Calif.

And we da, too.—Ed.

SMILE OF PRIDE . . .

I could not help smiling with pride as I
read “The Soft Ride Vs. Roadability” in
your April issue. You see, I am the very
happy owner of a 1957 Plymouth two-door
sedan. The car has the small V-8 (197-horse-
power) engine and the 2-speed automatic
transmission.

Although 1 realize the relative merits of
sports cars and do prefer them as a mode
of transportation, the cause of my pride is
this: How many sports cars selling for $2300
will tour Lime Rock (1.5 miles) in 1.5 min-
utes without touching the brakes once during
the entire circuit, or exceeding 85-90 miles
per hour on the straight? Mine will.

New Haven, Conn. Steve Lighthill

HIT '‘EM AGAIN . ..

As an Englishman now living in this coun-
try, I was highly amused by Fred Batter-
shell’s recent letter in your May issue re-
garding the “if it doesn’t fit, hit it again
with the hammer” Detroit technique.

Perhaps I can make him feel a little better
(or worse, depending on the point of view)
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Isit OK
towave at

a Simca?

Definitely not a question for a boy!
At first look-over, a SIMCA seems
a wee bit too dang-fancy to merit a
waving reception. What with those
reclining seats, ash trays, and four
doors. But then, Sports Cars Illus-
trated did say that SIMCA “will
outperform anything else in its
price class” And Mechanix Illus-
trated did pick SIMCA as your
“Best Import Buy” And SIMCA
does hold 14 world’s performance
records, including the all-time
endurance crown. !
SIMCA has a 4 speed transmission,
with the 3 top gears synchromesh.
Throws are short, quick, and posi-
tive. Standard equipment on all
Super DeLuxe and sports models
includes heater, defroster, reclining
seats, 12-volt ignition, and UniGard
body. Instrumentation includes trip
odometer, speedometer, conven-
tional fuel gauge, low fuel flasher,
and oil pressure and amp lights.
SIMCA is now distributed by
Chrysler Corporation, which puts
their giant parts and service net-
work on the job.

Go see one. Drive it. Drag it. Speed-
shift it. Try to make the brakes fade.
Then you’ll see what everybody’s
talking about...and waving at.

SIMCA

ot fone (s by Cloyar

SIMCA SALES OFFICE
CHRYSLER MOTORS CORPORATION
DETROIT 31, MICHIGAN

by stating that the two finest coachbuilders
in the world (I said coachbuilders, not de-
signers), Park Ward Ltd. of Cricklewood,
London, and James Young Ltd. of Bromley,
England, both use the time-honored “bash
it again ’Arry” method. In fact, by the time
a finished Rolls or Bentley is ready for sale
it’s probably bheen bashed around for six
months to a year. Most of the world’s leading
coachbuilders, including Boano, Barker, Tour-
ing, Farina, and Thrupp and Maberly also
use this method, so why pick on Mercury?
After all, what’s good enough for Rolls-
Royce . . .

Washington, D.C.

ONE OF THE BEST ...

In my opinion the Anglia Ford Thames 400
Bus is one of the best cars to come along.
I first heard of such a vehicle in your maga-
zine, The first one I saw, I bought (and it

Michael Maxwell

had been nine years since I owned a new
car).

The VW bus is a good car but the Ford
is even better for every reason. It is now
our No. 1 car; the No. 2, of course, is my TC.

Washington, D. C. Jack B. Willis

END OF THE SPEEDSTER . . .

How can you seriously continue to call
yourselves “The Enthusiasts’ Magazine” when
you fall all over yourselves to praise Porsche
for dropping the only true production sports
car in its line (Porsche D Road Test, April) ?
In my opinion, an automobile of sports des-
ignation loses much of its sporting character
when undue concessions to comfort are made

| at the expense of the power/weight ratio.

The Speedster had several faults, but these
could have been corrected without adding an
excess of 110 pounds to the automobile.

A top with better visibility was needed in
the worst way, but modifications to correct
that need not add any weight.

Perhaps the greatest fault was the side
curtains, which were indeed an anomalous
disgrace in design and construction, This
could have been corrected without the adop-
tion of heavy, rattling and expensive roll-ups.
A pair of larger, well designed side curtains
was in order and would be just as convenient
as roll-ups on any tonneaued roadster.

It is equally appalling that you laud the
substitution of heavy, less functional, coupe-

| type seats for a true bucket seat of comfort-

able and serviceable design. I am inclined
to believe that one who finds these seats
uncomfortable is suffering either from very
poor posture or the crying need for a few
trips to the gym.

There is definitely a limit to how spartan
a general-purpose sports car should be, but
the Speedster was above that limit. Detail
refinements were in order, but not the ones
(with the exception of the rear window)
that were made. Porsche already made two
models of the luxury type, so why eliminate

the one true roadster? It seéems that Porsche,
like Jaguar, has sold out to the fat wallets
of the Thunderbird set. I find it a real pity
that American motor sport’s leading publi-
cation can commend such a move in the
same issue that reviews a 2000-pound produc-
tion car pulling 290 horsepower (the Devin).
Claremont, Calif. Jerome R. Long

DEFENSE OF FORMULA Il . . .

I have read with some displeasure recently
your continued sniping at Formula IIT cars
and Formula III racing in general. I cer-
tainly agree with you that the United States
should have cheap racing, but I feel that
Formula III offers a very good solution.
While it is quite true that a brand new
Cooper with a Beart-tuned engine will cost .
over $3600, it is by no means necessary to
purchase such an exotic car to win races.

The hest car/driver combination in South-
ern California is Rolf Roth with a 1953
Cooper. As to normal cost, the most reliable
combination at present, and one that usually
finishes just behind Roth, is going for some
$2200 with tools and trailer. I defy anyone
to show me a good race car for less than
this, especially one that (like this particular
car) will go for three full seasons of racing
on one set of tires, Class H cars sell for
around $2000 for a good Crosley special, and
there is just no comparison in lap times. This
is, to me, the biggest selling point of For-
mula III. Not only are the cars quite cheap
to run and reasonable to buy, but they can
out-drive any production car, such as Cor-
vette, on almost any ecircuit, and will, in
fact, lap faster than many modified cars,
coming close to the 1100-cubic centimeter
Lotuses., This is something that few cars
can do for such a reasonable price.

In closing, I would like to quote from an
editorial appearing in the British Motor
Racing for March 1959 titled “Towards
Cheaper Racing”:

“It is difficult to envisage the construction
of a raceworthy car (and let it be remem-
bered that cars must be properly raceworthy
or they will not pass the scrutineer) to the
proposed regulations of the Monoposto Reg-
ister as cheaply as it would be to buy and
prepare a second-hand Formula III machine.
It may sound convincing to point to the
ready availability of Ford Ten and other en-
gines in breakers’ yards, but it is a far cry
from the breakers yard to the starting line,
and even farther the finishing line.”
Pasadena, Calif. Robert Norton

AND STILL MORE . ..

The Europeans’ average height is less
than that of Americans, and thus their cars
often do not have the room ours do. I have
long legs (I’'m 6 ft. 3 in. tall) and many cars,
including some of American manufacture, are
almost impossible for me to drive.

The little Alfa Romeo Spider is typical,
since my legs, the steering wheel and the
gearshift lever try to occupy the same space
at the same time; I can’t shift into any of
the ratios in the left side of the gate. With
the seat all the way back, there is not
quite enough room for me to be comfortable.
The Fiat 1200-TV roadster, also from Italy,
offers plenty of room to be comfortable and
still drive the car. Maybe the Alfa 2000
roadster will have that additional room I
need.

Beverly, Mass. Paul M. Gerhard
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