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THE SPORT IN CANADA

EAST by Richard M. Clee

OTOR SPORT ACTIVITIES in Canada have

developed as individual clubs in sep-

arate communities, This situation is reflected

in activities today, since each club remains

autonomous, organizing its own events only

with members participating as guests in
events of other clubs.

In 1951 it became apparent that some
sort of national liaison group would be de-
sirable and by agreement among the Ottawa,
Montreal and Toronto Sports Car Clubs, the
Canadian Automobile Sports Committee was
formed to allow that liaison. The CASC has
since grown to cover Canada from Halifax
to the Rockies. The number of affiliated
clubs is close to 40 and CASC membership is
expected to exceed 4000 this year.

CASC acts, more or less unofficially to date,
as the representative of the Royal Auto-
mobile Club in Canada. Some correspond-
ence has passed between the RAC and CASC
regarding recognition of the CASC as the
official National Auto Club for Canada. The
RAC so far indicates that while the reports
it has received from Canada impress it
favorably, it is inclined to wait a bit before
granting official recognition to CASC. In the
meantime CASC continues as the regulatory
body for motor sport in Canada, declaring
iteelf bound by, and enforcing, the RAC
rules, amended in some cases to suit local
conditions.

This practice has led to occasional com-
plications. The Canadian International Win-
ter Rally, in 1957 and 1958, went interna-
tional under FIA sanction. But since the
FIA and SCCA work on the basis of mutual
nonrecognition, it turned out that an SCCA
driver could not be admitted to the rally
on the strength of his SCCA license. There
was considerable resentment in the U.S.
group when drivers found they had to join
a Canadian club (and thus CASC) in order
to obtain a competition license for the
event.

The same complication has kept many
Canadian drivers from participation in SCCA
events. While most who want to race, and do
so constantly in Canada, have no objection
to joining the SCCA, the cost and difficulties
of obtaining an SCCA license often act to
prevent their doing so. After considerable
discussion between the CASC and SCCA
during 1958, an agreement that the SCCA
would recognize the Canadian license was
reached. However, a change in the SCCA
executives shortly thereafter led to cancel-
lation of the agreement. CASC clubs mean-
while have elected to honor the SCCA li-
cense unilaterally so that except for events
under FIA sanction, the U.S. driver who
wishes to do so is permitted to enter Cana-
dian open events.

At present Canada suffers from a lack of
easily accessible tracks. The Montreal and
Ottawa area clubs race on a short airport
circuit about equidistant (50 miles) from the
two cities, and the course thus has no really
nearby population area to draw from. Hare-
wood is almost 80 miles from Toronto, and
draws its crowds from among the enthusiasts
in Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo, N.Y.

Plans continue for the club-owned circuit
in Ontario, but so far they have not been too

successful. Western Canada is faced with the
problem of cancelling all racing, thanks to the
Department of Transport; a typical case is
detailed below.

WEST by R. L. Simpson

HE SPORTS cAR cLUB of British Columbia
Tconducted its racing activities from
1950 to 1957 on the runways of the Abbots-
ford Airport, a warlime air strip 50 miles
from the club’s center in Vancouver. The
course was not perfect but it did offer a
place for the members to stage Sunday af-
ternoon events while they dreamed of a more
desirable, genuine road course.

In November 1957, Abbotsford Airport
was placed under control of the Department
of Transport, the civilian controlling body.
Almost immediately came the bad news: no
racing at Abhotsford after March 1958.

Because no alternative airport courses were
available within a reasonable distance of
Vancouver, the planning of a road course
now became a necessity if sports car racing
in British Columbia was to be saved. A com-
mittee headed by the club’s vice president,
Dr. C. Wilson, was formed to look into the
situation.

By January 1958, the committee had a
tentative plan. It had located a tract of gov-
ernment land 20 miles from Vancouver, and
an inquiry had been sent to the provincial
government requesting lease or purchase of
the land. The inquiry seemed to meet with
a favorable reception and plans progressed.

A few months later the committee sub-
mitted its plan to the 450 members: The club
would issue 1000 $50 dehentures which would
mature in 10 years. The figure was con-
sidered to be the greatest amount the club
could possibly raise from its members and
supporters, though it was estimated it would
cost $85,000 to build the track.

Accordingly, a meeting was called to
amend the club’s constitution to allow the
indebtedness. It was thought that the differ-
ence of $35,000 could be partly made up by
arranging credit with the contractors.

Debenture sales got off to a good start, but
sagged rather badly after a few weeks.
Everyone intended to buy a debenture, of
course, but the ready cash of sports car en-
thusiasts has a strange way of ending up
under the hood.

After the initial sag sales picked up, and
at the present time success seems near. The
property has been obtained at a nominal
rent for 10 years with an option to purchase
at the end of that time. Debenture sales are
going well. Bulldozers have started to hack
a circuit through the stumps and mud, and
the club hopes to hold the first race in June
of this year.

The Westwood racing circuit, as it is
called, will be 2 miles long, 26 feet wide,
will be black-topped, and have grass or
gravel verges along its entirety.

Aside from the course proper, the only
immediate construction will be full fencing
for crowd control, parking and rest rooms.

The creation of this circuit represents an
amazing achievement for the SCCBC. It
shows what can be done when a group of
determined individuals work together; if
progress keeps on at this rate, we may yet
see a Grand Prix of British Columbia. [
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