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Rodger Ward, 1959 winner, and his new
A. J. Watson-built Leader Card Special
are top favorites for the 500-miler.

AT "I IENES

B IGEL. YA R.ID)

Promising rookie drivers and some exciting new cars will challenge veteran
winners and proven designs at the 44th Indy 500-miler—perhaps the fastest yet

by Bob Russo

T 1S ALWAYS DIFFICULT to predict the outcome of an Indianapolis
500-mile race. Since 1911, experts have classed this great
contest as the world's most unpredictable sports event—and
they have been right. This year's race, the 44th Classic to be
held at the famous Hoosier oval, will be as unpredictable as
ever, but at least one important fact has already been ascer-
rained: the 1960 race has all the earmarks of becoming the
most hotly contested event in history. No one is willing to bet
that race and qualification speed marks won’t be scattered along
the bricks and asphalt when the eventual winner pulls into
Victory Lane.

Who that winner will be and how high the speeds will go
is anyone'’s guess at this point but the whispers around racing’s
cracker barrels mention five heavy favorites and hint at speeds
up to 148 mph. Undoubtedly, these whispers will grow to
shouts when the historic Speedway is opened for practice on
May 1, and there will be several revisions by the time quali-
fications are completed.

FAVORITE NO. 1 The entry field for the 44th annual Classic
is one of the largest in recent years. More than 60 cars, in-

Fuel-injected Offenhauser engine, workhorse of the brick-
yard, ready and waiting for installation in chassis of
Ward’s new car. Builder Watson favors upright mounting.

cluding 12 new ones, have been entered, and their drivers
range from three former winners to 12-year veterans and
promising rookies. Heading the list of favorites is Rodger
Ward, 1959 winner and holder of the current race record.
Driving a Watson-built Leader Card Special to his $106,850
victory, Ward averaged 135.857 mph for the 500 miles, then
went on to win the coveted USAC national driving champion-
ship for 1959. His Leader Card Special this year, one of five
new cars built by A. J. Watson, will carry number 1, symbolic
of the national champion.

Whether Ward can repeat his 1959 victory remains to be
seen, but the experts certainly are not overlooking his impres-
sive driving record, to say nothing of the combination of
which he is a part. Watson, a youthful looking wizard from
Glendale, Calif,, is recognized as the outstanding car builder-
mechanic of the decade—as his record indicates. He groomed
the car which won in 1955 with the late Bob Sweikert aboard,
then went on to build and prepare the 1956 winning mount for
Pat Flaherty, plus Ward's machine for the "59 race. In addition,
he built the car which Jim Rathmann tooled to a world’s record
at Monza, Italy, in 1958; he also built the car Rathmann

Last year’s winning car will be one of two-car team
entered by owner Bob Wilke. No driver has been mamed
pending Rodger Ward's .shakedown test of both cars.
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Airfoil section on Bardahl Special can be controlled
by driver to create 200 pounds of side lift at 130
mph. If successful, speed in turns may be higher.

T

Another A. J. Watson creation for owner Al Dean
and driver Eddie Sachs nears completicn for the
1960 Indy classic. Side mount tank carries engine oil.

One of two cars built by Floyd Travers for Jim Robbhins
is patterned after the A. J. Watson design. Four-lap record-
holder Dick Rathmann and Eddie Johnson will be the drivers.

NIEW "TRICKS

continned

drove to second place behind Ward last year at the Speedway.
His design has been so successful that others have either purchased
his plans or come to him for new machines.

The new Watson-built Leader Card Special, owned by business
tycoon Bob Wilke of Milwaukee, Wis., is similar in design to last
year’'s winning mount. Following Watson's successful theory, the
engine is installed in a straight-up position rather than on its side,
and the chassis is relatively simple but dependable. It employs
torsion bar suspension with a “weight jacking” device designed by
Watson which enables the driver to change the chassis setting
during the race as track conditions change and the fuel load
lessens. Watson pioneered this innovation several years ago and the
idea has become almost universal with other mechanics.

Owner Wilke has entered both the new car and last year’s machine
for the race this year, with the intention of running the new one
with Ward driving. Last year’s machine will be held in reserve
until Ward is satisfied with the new mount before another driver
is assigned.

New car for Jimmy Bryan designed by George Salih
features lay-over engine and will be lower than
the Belond car that Bryan drove to victory in 1958.
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Agajanian Special to be driven by Lloyd Ruby is a Watson-
designed machine, and like most of the cars this year, has a
built-in air jacking system to speed pit-stop tire changes.



Double fuel tank cap to speed up refueling is used on the
Watson-built Simoniz Special owned by Kenny Rich. Veteran
Dick Rathmann has switched from Hopkins car to drive for Rich.

FAVORITES 2 AND 3  As mentioned at the beginning, five drivers are
considered heavy favorites this year, including Ward. Two of the
remaining four will also be driving Watson-built cars. They include
Jim Rathmann, who finished second last year as well as in 1952
and 1957, and Tony Bettenhausen, two-time national driving
champion, who placed fourth in 1958 and '59. Rathmann, asso-
ciated for many years with the Hopkins stable and mechanic Jack
Beckley, has switched to the new Simoniz Special constructed by
Watson this winter for owner Kenny Rich. Bettenhausen will take
over the Hopkins car, built by Watson last year.

The Simoniz entry will be in the capable hands of Chickie Hiro-
shima, veteran wrench twister and former riding mechanic for the
late, great Rex Mays. For many years, Chic was employed by Meycer-
Drake and is considered one of the leading experts on an Offen-
hauser engine. Beckley will again handle the wrenches on the
Hopkins car which he groomed for Rathmann's ride to second
place a year ago. This same car, driven by Rathmann, holds the
world’s record for a 100-mile race—which was set last year at
Daytona Beach, Fla.

FAVORITES 4 AND 5 The remaining two favorites include Jimmy
Bryan, 1958 winner and three-time national champion, and Johnny
continued on page 82

Offset rear axle and lay-over engine, favored methods
of designer-builder Lujie Lesovsky, are featured in a
new car he has built for Kelso, Jack Turner driving.

o

Front axle and suspension assembly of Lesovsky’s
Kelso Products Special. Exiremely low hood line is
achieved by lay-over engine, new cross-flow radiator.

PHOTOS BY BOB RUSSO. ERIC RICKMAN

Lujie Lesovsky and Ron Kaplan put finishing touches to- the
tail fin fuel tank on the new Kelso Products car. Steel tank
is riveted and welded together, has internal baffle plates.

Kelso car follows similar construction of car Lesovsky
built for Johnny Thomson in 1959. The engine tills
to the left with the driveshaft at the driver's right.
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Loosens Rusted Bolis

nuts, screws, “‘frozen’’ parts!

SUPER-PENETRANT

The super-penetrating rust
solvent that quickly loosens
rust and corrosion.

AT ALL HARDWARE

AND AUTO STORES
RADIATOR SPECIALTY COMPANY

Larre

MFG. CLOSE OUT SALE

TONNEAU COVERS

all colors

Plastie Leather, Were $39.95 £9.95
Aluminmn zipper §
CONV. TOPS W Sale $24.95
w Ill\t they last—Stat wl color cholce, yr. and

ear. 25%  with order. Balance
k. We puy postage.
E FIT AUTO COVEI!S

2554 1=t Ave,, N, Y, N.

C.0.D. or send

CORVETTE OWNERS
Add special touch to your Cor-
vette and eliminate ugly black
smudge on bumpers with J&I
Custom Corvette exhaust tips.
Postpaid, set............ $3%
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
J&J MUFFLER SPECIALTIES

501 S. La Brea Avenue
Inglewood, California

TRANSISTORIZED
AUTO RADIOS

Complete kit for easy owner installation

FITS ALL CARS = FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

TELEFIX Long Island

78 Gardiners Avenue $43095
postpaid

Levittown, New York
L 10 3y money-back guarantee

VW FUEL GAGE
; Excellent, reliable, all me-
chanical fuel gage system at 1A
price of electric types. Easily read
indicator clamps on driver's window
defroster flange. Install transmitter
in tank neck in minutes. Specify yr.
VW sedan. Check or M.0. $6.00 ppd.
WEST COAST ENGINEERED PRODUCTS
P.0. Box 97 Goleta, California

INSTANT GOODIES

AUTO TOP LIFT
for Hardiops.......$9.95
FREE CATALOG

cveryihing for Sportscars,
Corvettes, small T-Birds,
and imported cars

JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES
Bav 151M, Pasadena, Calil.

FAST! FAST! FAST!
SUDDEN-STARTERS
Insure fastest possible starting of any engine
with 6 or 12 volt battery 1gnition

SAVE GAS! SAVE BATTERY!
NEW DIRECT PRICE »—»

Complete with Installation Instructio

MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED
\ Send Cash, Check or Money Order
#\La Marche Products Co. Wﬂwﬁeld R. L

[\m l‘.ud

Cornell University crash in-
jury studies indicate that if

you are ejected from an
automobile during an actident, the risk of fatality is
five times greater than if you remain in the car,

Approved 5000 Ib, impact auto safety belts—friction &
metal to metal design—100% ODuPont nylon webbing—
all colors—write for prices and literature.

+ NNy 1

RAY BROWN AUTOMOTIVE

mir. of the original auto safety belt
5656 SANTA MONICA BLVD., L.A, 38, CALIF.

NEW TRICKS

continued from page 39

Thomson, holder of the current one-lap
qualification record of 146.532 mph.
Bryan will be behind the wheel of a
new car designed by George Salih, who
pioneered the “lay-over” engine installa-
tion with his 1957-58 winning Belond
Special. Known as the Mertal-Cal Spe-
cial, Salih’s latest creation is considerably
different in many respects. The chassis
is narrower, shorter and lower than his
original, and the engine has been laid
over on its left side rather than to the
right as it was on the Belond car. This
switch, tried last year on the car Thom-
son is driving, helps maintain a constant
weight on the inside wheels for better
handling in the turns. Further changes
on the new machine include relocating
the exhaust and injectors. Salih's original
design called for running the injectors
on the top side of the engine and the
exhaust at the bottom. This year, he
has reversed these installations with the
exhaust pipe coming out of the top side
and running along the right side of the
cockpit.

One of the main purposes for this
switch is that Salih intends to run his
new machine on the one-mile dirc tracks
this summer, with Bryan seeking his
fourth national driving title. Moving
the exhaust pipe as he has leives more
ground room for the rough and some-
times rutty dirt ovals. Salih did all of
the design work on the car and com-
pleted most of the chassis details before
turning the car over to builder Quinn
Epperly for completion. Epperly, who
had a hand in the construction of Salih’s
original car, was given the task of build-
ing the body and fuel tanks.

This will be Bryan's ninth straight
500. In addition to his win in 1958 he
has placed second once and third once.
In capruring the driving championship
in 1954, 56 and '57 he became the third
man in history to win the coveted title
three times. His victory skein includes
18 national championship race victories
as well as a victory in the 1957 500-
mile race at Monza, Italy. Last year he
was left at the starting line when the
clutch on his Belond Special failed to
engage. He did manage to get into the
race for three laps before a broken stud
on the engine cam housing forced him
to the sidelines.

Thomson, who set the early pace last
year after his record-shattering qualifica-
tion ride, will return to the cockpit of
the Racing Associates Special in which
he turned the fastest leading lap ever
recorded during the 500-mile race. The
car (built by Lujie Lesovsky) was new
last year, and Thomson pushed it to a
sizzling 145.419 mph on his G4th lap
while staving off Ward's challenge for
first place. The car has been completely
rebuilt by mechanic Bob Phillip and will

82 MOTOR TREND/JUNE 1960

agdin carry its powerful Offy engine
laid over on its left side.

It was Ward and Thomson who
furnished much of the early excitement
in last year’s event. They staged a hub-
to-hub duel for many laps before per-
mitting Rathmann and Pat Flaherty to
share part of the $30,000 lap prize fund.
Thomson, considered one of the out-
standing chauffeurs in the business today,
finished third in the 1959 race, but
many felt that he would have been more
of a contender had his mount not en-
countered mechanical trouble late in the
race. An adjustment lever broke on the
right front torsion bar, causing severe
tire wear.

A DARK HORSE A new Lesovsky-built
car, similar to the one driven by Thom-
son, has been constructed for the Kelso
Products racing teamn with Jack Turner
named as the driver. Lesovsky, promi-
nent West Coast builder, will also serve
as mechanic on the new mount, along
with veteran driver and mechanic Ronnie
Kaplan. The car looks a great deal like
Thomson's pink-colored roadster but
carries several hidden goodies beneath
the skin. The engine is laid over on its
left side and the driveline is supported
by a torque arm connected to the trans-
mission and rear end. A crossflow radiator
cuts down considerably on frontal area,
and blends in with a low silhouette.
Lesovsky has gone to great lengths to
insure driver comfort. A leading an-
thropologist, Dr. Lynd Esch, was called
in to measure and fit Turner. Dr. Esch
then designed a bucket seat exactly to
Turner’s proportions and the seat was
built to meet that design. Lesovsky fecls
that this special emphasis will reduce
driver fatigue and help keep Turner
fresh throughout the 500-mile grind. Dr,
Esch is head of the Human Factor group
and is an engineer as well as an M T
Turner, a two-time midget champion,
has seen action in three previous races
at the Speedway and is considered an
excellent pavement driver. Last year he
was running with the leaders when the
fuel tank split on his Travelon Trailer
Special, sending him to the pits for good.
He might well be a good man to watch.
OTHER NEW CARS Among other new cars
being readied for the 1960 race, threc
are Watsons and have been assigned to
drivers Lloyd Ruby, Eddie Sachs and Len
Sutton. Ruby will be in the cockpit of
the Agajanian Special and trying for his
first 500 starting berth. A veteran midget
and sportscar chauffeur from Texas, Ruby
passed his rookie driver's test ar the
Speedway last summer. Sachs is a veteran
of three previous races at the Speedway
and twice has qualified for the front row
of starters. His new Wartson-built crea-
tion this year is owned by Al Dean with
veteran Clint Brawner handling the me-
chanical chores. It was Brawner who pre-
pared the Dzan Van Lines Specials, which
Bryan drove so successfully from 1954



through 1957. Sachs is looked upon by
many as a good bet to upset the more
heavily-favored drivers this vear. In his
past three showings, mechanical trouble
has dogged his chances but he has always
been among the leaders. Sutton was the
victim of freak accidents in his two show-
ings at the Speedway. In 1958, he was
involved, as were 17 others, in the tragic
first-lap accident that ook the life of
Pat O'Connor; last year he hit the wall
when a torsion bar broke and wore
through the right rear tire.

Two new cars have been constructed
in Indianapolis during the winter by
Wally Mescowski, former racing me-
chanic turned car builder. Wally is best
known for the dirt track cars he de-
signed in the past two years. This will
be his first venture at building an In-
dianapolis car. The new machines have
been assigned to Bobby Grim, last year’s
"Rookie of the Year,” and Bob Veith,
who was "Rookie of the Year” in 1957.
Grim will drive for Bill Forbes of
Chicago while Veith joins veteran car
owner Peter Schmidt of St. Louis.

Owner Jim Robbins has two new cars
entered for drivers Eddie Johnson and
Dick Rathmann; both have been builr by
Floyd Travers and patterned after the
Watson cars. Rathmann, brother to Jim,
still owns the four-lap qualification mark
of better than 145 mph and is considered
one of the hottest chargers among to-
day’s crop of chauffeurs. He was well in
the running last year when his car caught
fire while being refueled. His best show-
ing in three starts at the Speedway was a
fifth place finish.

In Fresno, Calif., mechanic Fred De-
Orian completed 2 new roadster to march
the Bardahl Special he groomed for last
vear's race. Both last year’s car and the
new one will be driven by real veterans.
Paul Russo, who tooled the Bardahl
Special to 9th place in 1959, has been
assigned to the same car while Duane
Carter, former USAC Director of Com-
petition who came out of retirement last
vear, will drive the other.

One other new car, destined for driver
Bill Cheesbourg, has come from the
shop of Quinn Epperly. Known as the
Braund Plywood Special, this one is
unique in that it carries its engine to the
left, outside of the frame rails, putting
a constant weight on the inside wheels,
This design was first tried a year ago on
the Greenman-Casale Special driven by
Cheesbourg, and satisfied him so well
that he persuaded owner Braund to con-
struct his new car that way.

One other former winner and one
former winning car also are entered this
year. The dtiver is Troy Ruttman, 1952
victor recently reinstated after a year's
suspension from USAC. Big Troy will
drive one of two John Zink entries in
hopes of earning his first starting berth
since 1957 when he started from the
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New
performance
higs " .arqund'fhe--tachf

LUCAS
SA Sports Coil

Whatever the r.p.m. you get
more pep from your engine with
this powerful new Lucas SA
Sports Coil. Here’s safe, sure,
extravoltage for quicker starting,
livelier acceleration and excep-
tional performance at every
speed.

Fluid insulation, new interior
design and treated, ribbed cap
assure maximum efficiency. No
overheating or leakage. Easily
installed. Ideal for any coil igni-
tion car. Choice of 6 or 12 volt
models. Only $8.75.

United States Factory Branches

Lu CAS ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.

501-509 West 42nd Street, New York 36, New York
New York + Chicago * Houston + Los Angeles
San Francisco +* Jacksonville + Seattle » Boston

GENERATORS - STARTERS - DISTRIBUTORS - COILS - LAMPS - WINDSHIELD WIPERS
REGULATORS . HORNS SATTERIES + GIRLING BRAKES AND SHOCK ABSORBERS

POWER SUPPLEMENT
GIVES

ATTENTION CORVAIR OWNERS
l 1000 MORE MILES OF

® INCREASED RPM o FASTER ACCELERATION

® SMOOTHER IDLE @ LONGER ENGINE LIFE
Here's how POWER SUPPLEMENT works
Softens and removes harmful lead de-
posits from combustion chamber, pre-
vents etching on cylinder walls and
piston, weiting action on the valve
lips and necks improves compression
and retards corrosion. It migrates into
tight interstices and saturates the vai-
ence bonds of the metal releasing
harmful gum deposits. It reduces oc-
tane requirement of the engine and in-
creases efficiency with a result of in-
creased miles per-gallon as much as
40%. Place Power Supplement into
gas every Iwo fillings. Over 1000 mile
supply enly $2.00. Satisfaction guar-
anteed. Send check or M.O. (no
C.0.D. please) to '

POWER SUPPLEMENT
340 Canal Street, New York 13, New York

DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEM
FOR YOUR CORVAIR

Boost horsepower,
gas economy and
performance on your Corvair
with the new J&J Custom hi-
efficiency exhaust system. Gives quiet,
pleasant tone and adds a distinctive
touch. Simple installation in minutes
without special rwols. Fully guaran-
teed. Only
Send Check or M.O.

Dealer Inquiries Invited $2995

J & J MUFFLER seeciaimies 1

501 S. La Brea Inglewood, Calif.

MOTOR TREMD/JUNE 1960 83




ADJUSTABLE SHOCK ABSORBERS
20,000 MILE GUARANTEE

« Every KONI is performance tested
« Adjusts up to double damping

« Double acting, bump and rebound
» Specially designed for each car

« Fit domestic and foreign cars

= |ncreased comfort & safety
For details, list of dealers, write:
KENSINGTON PRODUCTS CORP.

P.0. Box 77, Lenox Hill Station, New York 21
'Phone: JUdson 2-9343

Full line of garage lifts available.

NOW!

« Standard on Porsche, Ferrari N e

LOCKED OUT OF YOUR CAR

The Buckle of this HANDSOME LEATHER
Paris* CAR-KEY BELT is a secret

EMERGENCY CAR KEY
ALWAYS WITH YOU!

= j *Reg. U5, Pat. DA,
For 1956-1960 models of all Ford Motors,
General Motors, and Chrysler Motors cars . ..
State make of car, belt size, and choice of
black or brown leather. $3.00 each postpaid.
Perfect gift for any motorist. Order today.

C&E SALES CO., Dept. ck-m

75 E. Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Iil.

ust Out! WOR

LD'S BIGGEST

AUTO PARTS & ACCESSORIES

%

CATALOG-

v 356 PAGES

THE LARGEST and MOST COMPLETE LINE OF

AUTOMOTIVE AGGES

AGEESSOR

AND PRETS

IM THE WORLD for all makes, years and models

JcWHITNEY ¢ co [

1917-19 Archer Ave. Chicogo 16, II_!: :
& Phone  C E

Ajumer 53100 &

3124

OOIVAVDY — SANYL ¥ $31M0S88322Y 01NV ~ 03 ¥ AIMLIHM "2 I

ITEMS IN STOCK

Every order shipped the
SAME DAY for speedy
service, fast delivery.

Accessories

Name.

Addre

CATALOG NO. 158

IES

356 PAGES

ON PAGES

more). Offer good in U. 5. A.

v SAVE 50%
7 1960 RELEASES

Now — SAVE UP TO ONE-
HALF on all your automotive
needs! This giant new catalog
includes thousands of acces-
sories and parts for your car,
truck, hot rod, custom car or
station wagon — from early
models to brand-new 1960
models, as well as sports and
foreign cars. It features the
latest Hollywood and Custom
equipment not yet in stores—
new high speed parts . . . in
addition to hard-to-find exact
replacement parts for old and
current models alike!

Buy Direct by Mail from Whitney—

and SAVE MONEY!

Our tremendous buying pow-
er and huge volume enable us
to cut prices to rock bottom.
You actually save up to 50%
and more! We stock over
100,000 items, ready for im-
mediate shipment—with new,
improved facilities to speed
up service on every order.
Buy everything automotive
from one source. Satisfaction
= guaranteed.
Mail coupon NOW!

THIS COUPON BRINGS FREE CATALOG

J. C. Whitney & Co. 1917 { ©6 ) Archer., Chicago 16, 1. |
Please send me your giant Catalog of Auto Parts &

. | enclose 25c¢ to cover part of mailing |
ng cost (refunded on first order of $5 or |
only.

|
: and handli
|
|
|

Zone___State

City
—
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New Tricks

continued

front row and waged a tremendous battle
for the lead until a blown piston side-
lined his car. The previous winning car
is the former Belond Special driven to
victory in 1957 and '58 by Sam Hanks
and Bryan. It was purchased this winter
by Len Faas of Los Angeles and has been
assigned to Red Amick with veteran
Edgar Elder as mechanic. Amick made his
first Spcedway start last year but was
sidelined when he spun to avoid a pileup.

NEW FEATURES One of the most promi-
nent features of nearly all the entries
this year will be air jacks, attached to
the cars for faster pit stops. Used for
the first time last year, these compressed
air units worked successfully on Ward's
winning mount as well as on several
other top finishers. Activated by attach-
ing a compressed air bottle to a coupling
located on the car, they will raise and
lower a fully loaded machine in about
one second. This eliminates completely
the necessity of using cumbersome hand
jacks. Several variations will be on the
scene this year including the “ironing
board™ or scissors-type used on the Bar-
dahl Special. This included a platform
similar to an ironing board which was
laid out in front of the pit wall where
it could be straddled by the car as 1t
came to a stop. With the compressed air
already hooked up, a valve was turned
the moment the car stopped. A scissors-
type jack then lifted the plattorm, car
and all, for quick servicing. Using this
particular setup, the Bardahl crew last
year completed a full tire change and
refueling stop in 19 seconds. In addi-
tion, nothing extra had to be added to
the car causing extra weight as is the
case with the piston-type air jacks used
on Ward's car. At least two of these
scissors units have been readied for "60.

While nearly all of this year’s entry
list is made up of four-cylinder, non-
supercharged Offenhausers, two  “off-
breeds” will be attempting to break the
Offty monopoly on Victory Lane. The
Novis—two sleck, supercharged V8 mon-
sters (apal\lc of more than 500 horse-
power — have again been entered by
owner Lou Welch (see page 41).

Engine-wise, specifications for the 1960
Classic remain the same as in the past
four years. Non-blown engines are limited
to a piston displacement of not more
than 256.284 cubic inches, and super-
charged powerplants must not exceed
170.856 cubic inches.

An Oldsmobile 98 Starfire convertible
has been chosen as the official pace car
and will be given to the winner of this
year's race as part of his reward. Last
year’s purse of $338,100 is expected to
be well surpassed this May and the win-
ner should receive somewhere in the
neighborhood of $110,000. /MT
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