NEW READY-TO-INSTALL

TACHOMETER

AND PRE-FAB SENDING

|
| USED BY CHAMPIO
DON GARLITS

" Here's the WORLD'S BEST
TACH VALUE . . . A pre-
— cision fransistor fochometer
equnl m radﬂ costing 4 fimes morel Hondsome 0 to BOOO
RPM Tach Meter comes complete, ready to install on dosh ar
steering column. Electranic sending kit comes sub-ossembled,
ready to connect per eosy instructions. Mo special tools or
knowledge needed. Nothing else to buy. Anyone con install in |
hour, Attractive 3" Multi-color Dial LFULLY GUARANTEED,

EXCLUSIVE “DRAG-WINNER" FEATURE ASSURES
FULL POWER! FASTER PICK-UP! GREATER ECONOMY!

Only Almguist's Transister Toch hes DOUBLE COLOR-CODED
SCALES to show your engine’s most efficient RPM range for
max. power, fastest occeleration OR greates! rood economyl
Special “SPEED-SHIFT" Indicators thow: exoct shift paints for
up ta 15% faster acceleration & ET! Helps you WIN MORE
"DRAGS"! Also o relioble engine trouble-shooter & tuning aid.
STOP driving “blind" order your Guaranteed Tach today!
-____...._..___________.
Order Promptly & We Include
fREE BONUS! <, "magna 0il purifier” Free!

| Rush me the following, postpaid:

[ Complete Tachometer & Sending Kit.....$12.95
[] Deluxe Illuminated Tach & Sending Kit..$14.95
] Deluxe Illum. Chrome-Face Tach & Kit. 516 95
[ Steering Post Mounting Bracket......... $ 1.00

| Enclose $._ ——[Ship C.0.D, (20%

deposit enclased]_
Car, make, year, model
No. of Cyls. (6 or 8)
NAME_ LA
ADDRESS__. e
STy o ONE_STATE. —

ALMAUIST 5o

ENGINEERING
ORDER DIRECT: Dept. MLT-7, MILFORD, PENNA.

—_Volt. (6 or 12)___

NEW 1960 CATALOG
.f

I3 =
HARLEY qu !m we.
"ﬂ'” fred] uns et wvo
Afrnnloooa 7, TENNsue
ettt

CATALOG COUPON

SEND 25¢ FOR NEW 1960 SURPRISE MONEY
SAVER CATALOG. 40% BIGGER AND BETTER
THAN EVER. EACH CATALOG CONTAINS
$1.00 FREE CERTIFICATE.
NEXT ISSUE SENT FREE.

HONEST CHARLEY SPEED
SHOP, o
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by John Lawlor

VIERY sports car enthusiast has looked

forward to driving the new Sunbeam
Alpine and I'm no exception. When | had
the opportunity, [ discovered the car to
be one of those rare specimens that really
lives up to its advance notices.

It isn't a rrue sports car, though. It's
more of a personal two-seater along the
lines of the original Thunderbird. The
unit body is a convertible, not a roadster,
with roll-up windows and a weather-proof

top.
Mounted on an 86-inch wheelbase, it
measures 155.25 inches long, 6o.5 inches

wide and 51.5 inches high. The weight of
the particular car I drove was 2140 lbs.

The Alpine has rhc same gi.2-cubic-inch,
four-cylinder engine as the Hillman Minx,
Singer Gazelle and Sunbeam Rapier. With
such modifications as an aluminum cylin-
der head thar raises the compression ratio
to .2 and new intake and exhaust
manifolding, it products 83.5 hp at 5300
rpm. Torque is 89.5 Ibs-ft. at 3600 rpm.

It's surprisingly flexible for such a small,
fast-revving powerplant. The car will pull
away from 15 mph in top gear with no
difficuley.

The four-speed box has a solid, precise
feel and is a delight to shift. Accidental
engagement of reverse, located to the left
and down, is unlikely because of a stiff
spring in the linkage.

Shifting at 5500 rpm, the redlined fig-
ure on the rach, the following acceleration
times were recorded: o-30 mph in 5.3
seconds, o-45 mph in 8.9 seconds and o-60
mph in 149 scconds.

Fuel consumption, under fairly vigorous
driving conditions, was 18 to 23 mpg.

Around corners, the Alpine has a defi-
nite tendency to understeer. Too much
power, however, will cause it to break
away ar the rear, in effect, to oversteer.
Combined with quick steering, these char-
acteristics make fast cornering a simple
marter of balance berween steering angle
and throttle pressure.

The suspension, front coils
semi-clliptics, is engineered for comfort
as well as handling. Consequently, there's
some lean on tight turns but not enough
to be upserting. And the ride is excellent
for a small two-seater.

Cockpit comfort seems to depend on the
driver’s size. I could sit quite comfortably
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with my arms almost straight out to the
steering wheel but | think a bigger person
would be cramped. The wheel is quite
close to the seat cushion and anyone with
beefy thighs would have to bend his legs
around

One detail 1 didn’t like was the place-
ment of the handbrake left of the driver’s
seat. It’s in the way when he gets in or
out and isn't as convenient to use as a
centrally mounted control.

But, overall, the Alpine impressed me as
ideal for those who want the fun of
sports car withour the discomforts. Port-
of-entry prices start at $2595 and the
list of extras includes a removable hardrop,
overdrive and wire wheels.

- * *

Many a road racing fan likes ro decorare
his den with pictures of famous drivers.
Ideal for such a purpose is “Tribute to the
Greats,” a portfolio containing a dozen
photos of such noted competitors as Briggs
Cunningham, Juan Fangio, Mike Haw-
thorne, Phil Hill, Stirling Moss, the Mar-
quis de Portago and Carroll Shelby.

The collection is the work of Skip
EFveleth, who has been clicking his camera
at sports car races along the Fastern Sea-
board since the carly events at Watkins
Glen and Bridgehampron.

Lveleth, also well known as a yachting
photographer, offers  another  portfolio
called “Famous Sailing Yachts.” This may
be a little our of automotive territory but
is interesting in that it, too, depicts Briggs
Cunningham, this time aboard his America
Cup-winning vessel, the Columbia.

“Tributes to the Greats” is $5.00 and
“Famous Sailing Yachts” $5.75. They're
available from Classic Photographs, Box
3746, Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

SLEEK TWO-SEATER from lngland, the 1960
Sunbeam Alpine is more of a personal car,
a la T-Bird, than a true sports machine.
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