e

Spray spews behind the top-finishing Porsche, the Carrera GTL of Linge
and Walter, as it scoots through rain-swept esses to an 11th overall.

“All of a sudden...poof,’” says Wind-
ridge. Duntov, back to camera, listens:
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Endurance is Emphasized

Twenty-four American drivers provided most of the
drama at this year's Le Mans race. With this kind
of an effort an all-U. S. victory can't be far off.

by Jesse Alexander

» The 1960 Le Mans race drew the heaviest American
contingent yet seen at the famous Sarthe circuit. TI
formidable Chevrolet Corvette group led by Briggs Gunning-
ham plus the Camoradi-entered Corvette provided a much-
d degree of interest in the
race. Ameri were to be
found driving everything from
as to Jaguars to
Ferraris, and after all was said
and done a North American
Racing Team Ferrari finished
second overall, ably driven by
Rodriguez and Pilette, a Mexi-
can and a Belgian. Hopes
for an outstanding Corvette
showing faded early and the
best the white and blue Detroit
iron could do was 8th and
10th, overall. Highest-placed
all-American  entry was the
Arents/Connell Ferrari 250/GT which turned in a creditable
fifth overall.

More than a little pre-race
Cunningham Jaguar to be dri and Gurney.
The car arrived at Le Mans directly from the Coventry
experimental shop and since its last appearance : ans
in April, a large fin had been added at the back. Regrettably

7 a.m. Sunday. Piano, piano!

st centered around the

Flames belch from Salvadori/Clark Aston in Mulsanne corner downshift.

the car involved in an accident with Fritz D’Orey’s
Ferrari on the first night of practice and had to be driven
back to the garage for hasty repairs to its beautiful nose.
It arrived late at the second scssion with Dan Gurney taking
the car over for the first tin He promptly tried turning
some fast laps and found some very serious deficiencies in

(Continued overleaf)

No turning back. The start (left)
of the longest race in the world.
Albert Maher, shown at right with
Briggs Cunningham, garnered a place
on Corvette team merely by asking
Alfred Momo if there was an open-
ing. There was, and he helped re-
fuel. Here they wait during night
practice for number two Corvette.



the car’s handling. Best Dan could do that night was around
the 4/20” mark; he complained of unequal braking, too-
soft suspension and a car most unstable on the Mulsanne
straight. That was Thursday night, and practice was offi-
cially over. At midnight the following evening Dan and
Walt were on the road trying the car in its final state after
considerable effort had been put into making it handle.
Pronouncing it noticeably better, the two drivers decided
to race come hell or high water and the Cunningham en-
tourage returned to their hotels, fingers crossed for the
MOIToW.

Walt Hansgen started. He made a good getaway and the
sleek Jag was soon screaming around the circuit until me-
chanical troubles set in. An injector pipe came loose and
this plagued the car for hours. During the night with Dan
at the wheel the trouble recurred and the car was in the
pits almost every lap for a plug change. Eventual cause
of retirement was a burned piston and the story of the car
came to a close. Insufficient actual race testing on English
circuits with either Hansgen or Gurney behind the wheel
certainly contributed to the new Jaguar’s poor showing.
Six months from board to track isn’t much and Coventry
needed more time, time that wasn’t available.

For the first time in years Ferry Porsche did not come
to Le Mans. It was just as well for with the exception of
the Abarth Carrera driven by Linge and Walter, the Stutt-
gart cars did very badly. Strangely enough, there was no
one universal trouble to which they all succumbed. The
Bonnier/G. Hill car had several troubles, strangest of
which was a peculiar bump and momentary bang some-
where in the suspension. This usually occurred on the
straight and, as Graham Hill related, was most unpleasant
and disconcerting. The drivers had no idea what it was
and their imaginations ran rampant. Eventually this car
burned its copper gasket between cylinder and head; the
mechanics sought to find out the extent of the damage
on the spot and had the head off the engine in minutes,
right in front of the pits, but to no avail. The Trintignant/
Herrmann car damaged a piston and although the Barth/
Scidel car finished in 12th place it had few gears left and
limped over the line. De Beaufort and Stoop lost the hy-
draulic pump in the clutch-actuating mechanism, the first
time such a failure had occurred.

The 1960 RS Porsche was slower than last year’s car. In
1959 the best time in the RSK was a 4177 lap while this
year all that could be eked out was a 4/23”. Increased drag
from the required windshield was felt more by the smaller-
displacement cars than by the big boys.

No less than 12 Ferraris started the race. Six of them
finished, and two out of the six that retired did so for the
most inexcusable reason: they ran out of gas! I happened to
be on the spot when the Trips/Hill car coasted to a halt
near Tertre Rouge. A wide-eyed Trips could not believe
it, but the fuel pump was just not getting anything to pump
and ran on — chattering merrily to itself. The car was in
perlect condition otherwise and most probably could have
finished the 24 hours without difficulty. The Scarfiotti/
Rodriguez car conked out for exactly the same reason. And
as the eventual winner, Qlivier Gendebien, rushed towards
White House on his last lap before handing over to Frere
he felt the Ferrari begin to cut out- Gendebien actually
coasted into the pits!

The reason for the error was apparently this: fuel con-
sumption tests had been made during the practice session in
April and the number of race laps that the team cars
would be able to do was computed at that time, As it
turned out, the pace in the opening laps was hotter than
expected and without any kind of reserve tank on board
the Ferraris were caught with their petrol down. This was

(Continued on page 72)
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A 250/GT California roadster version of this month’s cover and Road Research Report car was driven
by Bill Sturgis and Joe Schiesser. The only one of its type entered, it was retired Sunday afternoon.

Porsche sought to give roadsters a coupe ef-
fect by revamping the tail structure in line
with regulations requiring high windshields.

Only a few hours before the start, work continued on the Cunningham-entered Jaguar which features
components evolved from the once-successful D-Type, including an alloy engine in hody-cum-chassis.

b

Creative destruction. G.M.s Frank Burrell and
tuner Bill Frick inspect Corvette engine which
was deliberately hlown up in practice session.

Twin-cam Triumph TRS differs slightly from
version which appeared at Le Mans last year.

Paul Frere, who shared driving chores and winners' lautels with another Belgian, Olivier Gendebien,
signals “seven’’ as he roars past the Ferrari pits; what he means by cryptic sign is anybody's guess.
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...hew
auto
radio

catalog

tells all!

Here is everything you want to know .about car radios...in the largest
and most comprehensive catalogue ever issued. Besides complete infor-
mation and prices on domestic and imported radios, it includes parts,
accessories, installation and repair data and a host of other helpful,

money-saving information.

Here’s a partial tahle of contents:

* Tubss and Parts for
Imported Radios

+ The Right Radio For
Your Car

= Short Wave Adapters

= FM Converters

* AM-FM Car Radios

« Shortwave and Marine

* FM in the Car
Guide

Band Radios = Complete listings of;
« Ignition Interference Autovox

Elimination Blauplunkt
= Installation Hints Motorola
+ Installing and Connecting Smiths

Additional Speakers Playmate

* Foreign Tube Data Chart

= Auto Radio Installation

= Auto Radio Repair Data

Stromberg-Carlson
Pricc? Only $ 1 -00 postpaid . . . and it will be re-

Special Offer!
SHORT WAVE CONVERTER

* Universal adapter for any 12 volt
car to receive short wave and
time signals

* Simple installation instructions
include

* Free copy of new Auto Radio
Catalog #6006

$1 5.95 Postpaid

Junded with your first order.

Specialists in Sports

— L
Wﬁ Car Installations
i, =
- P
e
Name.
Please Print
Address.

et

City  ______ Zone__ State

—
- - p

d
zLDNG ISLAND, INC. 1
78 Gardiners™ Ave., Levittown, N.Y. Dept, s-10

Gentlemen: Please send me. copies
of the new

AUTO RADIO CATALOG 76006
I enclose $1.00 for each copy, which I
understand will be refunded to me with
my first order.
[] Please send me postpaid Short Wave
Converter.at §15.95 plus free copy of Auto
Radio Catalog #6006

_—-““H——————-———--—h_'__—__l__"-_-_:-__———J

Are NOR CAL Equipped

RESTYLED HOOD, makes Sprite a styling sensa-

tion with simple installation; aerodynamic tiberglass
unit replaces entire hood .. -..195.00
GRILL, highly polished to chrome-like luster, never

rusts «
BUMPER GUARDS, give extra proteetion and beau-
ty; 1" tool steel, triple plated; uses 550&];

holes
VALVE COVER, expertly designed and manufactured
of cast aluminum to dress up engine, lower tappet
noise; wses stock DOMS i 20:95
SIDE COVER, aluminum, perfect match for valve
cover; with breather pipe ... 14.95
RAM E, gives dramnatic hoost in pov
EXHAUST MANIFOLD, improves mile;
élerfurm:u!r'c, flow tested ..
SEBRING CONVERSION te to
Sebring specs—Nor (al dual conversion manifold
or 114" BU carbs . 24.95
ANTI-ROLL BAR, improves handling
in minutes s

34T fitted
29.95

“tops are of the highest quality workmanship and have

SPECIAL OFFER!

Ta introduce you to Mor Cal products, we'll send you
this big packet far only $1: « 40-page tuning book

i Sprite, Morris, MGA. Riley, Austin A40
and A {a 52.50 value). e Big, colorful MNor Cal
catalog with items for all makes of imported cars.
e Complete set of FIA Formula Junior regulations.

Formula Junior Frame and Body Plans

Exelugive Nor Cal kit ineludes all details for con-

struction of rear-engined TFormula Junfor ear for

under $1000. Adaptable to several cngines; uses

readily available components ... 7.50
-.205.00

Fiberglas Formula Junior bedy
2060 Portola, Dept. SCI-10

N 0 R GA Stockton, Cal., GR 7-2902

“Netion’s Sprite Specialists’

INTRODUCING
THE NEW

SPRITE

GLASS
FIBRE

REINFORCED
PLASTIC

DETACHABLE HARD TOP

and SLIDING SCREENS

(For use with hard top or soft hood)

Austin Healey Sprite Hardtop — $156.65
Austin Healey — $156.65
Austin Healey 100/6 & 3000 — $160.17
Jaguar XK. 150 - $168.60

RIGID SLIDING SIDECURTAINS
AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE $42.15
AUSTIN HEALEY $46.36
M.G.A. $46.36

Shipping Charges Extra
“Approximate examples for a Hardtep with

Sidescreens to:—
New otk o s $ 48.75
T O P R e e R K $ 60.40
Wichite, 'RARBAS. . .uswimmntonnwssEny $100.50

U.S. Customs Duty extra—119% of Ex works value'
Trade orders invited. Made from alass fiber,
trimmed inside and out with best quality plastic
fabric. Complete and genuine saloon comfort. Our

been seen at all the motor shows in Europe. Further
details sent on request.,

JAGUAR
XK 150

Denis Ferranti Laminations Ltd.

(FORMERLY UNIVERSAL LAMINATIONS)
CAERNARVON ROAD
BANGOR, NORTH WALES
TELEPHONE: BANGOR 3232
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ENDURANCE
IS EMPHASIZED

Continued
from page 40
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something that could only have happened
to Ferrari, but sheer weight of numbers
saved the day.

The Ginther/Mairesse TFerrari retired
with a broken gearbox after Mairesse ap-
parently strained things in the early hours
of Sunday morning —actually racing! He
increased his tempo so much that Frere had
to speed up to stay safely in the lead.

Four of the 12 Ferraris were 3-liter VI2
Testa Rossas — Mairesse/Ginther and Scar-
fiotti/Rodriguez were issucd the independ-
ent-wishbone-rear cars while the rest had
to be content with de Dion rear axles. It
was interesting to note that nonc of the
cars used the V6 2.5-liter Dino engine at
Le Mans, which may indicate that the
power unit has been shelved in favor of
the tried and true 12-cylinder, at least for
faster races. Interesting to note further
that the G.T. Ferraris were just as fast
—if not a hair faster —than the factory
sports cars on the Mulsanne straight,

The Camoradi Maserati entry was impres-
sive, to say the least. Mort Morris-Goodall
replaced Piecro Taruffi as tecam manager,
and attempted to weld a certain amount
of unity into the crew. Two of the 2.9
Masers were fitted with the biggest picee
of plexiglas acting as a windshicld that
anyone has ever seen. If ever there was a
living testimony to the stupidity of the
current sports car regulations, this was it.
Faired in to the body as much as possible,
the windshicld terminated at a point
parallel to the driver’s nose so that he could
easily see over the top, proof positive that
whatever regulation is thought up, car
builders will get around it in one way or
another. Masten Gregory set the pace in
the opening laps, screaming down the
Mulsanne straight so fast that even the
jet-powered  helicopter .couldn’t keep up.
Short-circuits in the starting motors plagued
Maserati and the starter was replaced on at
least one car in the pits. The new rear
portion of the Mascr's bodywork increased
its overall length by at least a foot and
a half and aerodynamically was slightly
mere efficicnt. The Gregory/Daigh Maser
cventually broke its engine but left a
stirring  account of itself, easily the
fastest car on the track that day.

The Jefford/Casner Mascrati (Casner by
the way is the guiding spirit behind the
Camoradi Team) was bounced off a sand
bank by an embarrassed Casner who forgot
to mention the incident when he handed
over to Daigh after the latter’s car had
thrown a rod through its crankease. Daigh
brought it back into the pits after about ten
laps with the right front tire worn through
from a rubbing fender, and with a gearbox
full of sand. This effectively blunted the
third and last point of the Mascrati trident,
It was a harsh blow after the failure of the
Scarlatti/Munaron car after two short hours
of racing.

Due to a practice accident involving one
of its drivers, the two-liter Lotus Elite was
withdrawn, a car that could have been as



fast as anything at Le Mans this year. Based
on the Climax G.P. unit, its twin-cam
engine put 170 bhp through a new all-
synchro gearbox to a heavy-duty final drive.
Front suspension was more rugged, like the
current G.P. Lotus, and the disc brakes
were appropriately enlarged.

The Chevrolet Corvette effort was im-
pressive if not blindingly successful. One
engine was deliberately blown in practice
in an attempt to see just what liberties
they could take on the gas available. The
result was that the cars were reliable enough
but were not really sufficiently fast to be
impressive, for their engine size. The
Cunningham/Kimberley car went out early
when Kimberley got into a sudden spot of
rain and was just a bit too fast. The car
swapped ends before he could do a thing
and was smashed up considerably, cven
starting a fire in the engine room.

Saddest Corvette mishap of all affected
the Windridge/Thompson car, after they'd
worked hard digging it out of the sand. It
ran beautifully till noon on Sunday when
suddenly — as Windridge passed the pits —
a huge cloud of smoke poured out of the
exhaust as the engine blew.
oil was the basic reason. Even though the
crankcase was low on the car’s previous pit
stop the mechanics were unable to fill it
since less than 25 laps had eclapsed since
the stop before that. Fuel could be put on
at any time but water and oil cannot be
added at Le Mans in less than 25 laps. The
Camoradi Corvette driven by Gamble and
Lilley ran regularly as did the Fitch/Gross-
man car. Buckets of ice for the Fitch/
Grc)ssman Corvette were necr_’ssary in T.hC
final hours to make it {inish the racc. The

Shortage ef

ice was packed solidly around head and
block and had to be renewed often.

Motor racing per se stopped at Le Mans
this year as soon as the Gregory/Daigh
Maserati turned up its toes. Prior to this
the spectacle of the three factory Ferraris
charging through the “esses” and out onto
the Mulsanne straight was exciting and
spine-tingling, The noise of these three
cars was more than most ears could take.
But in a few hours the race settled down
to a regular pace at which everyone tried
as hard as he could NOT to strain his car,
just to keep station and finish —to finish
in the moncy.

The Ecurie Ecosse D-Type, now ancient
and venerable yet still going strong, was a
favorite this year in the hands of Flockhart
and Halford in the beginning, but destroyed
itself during the night. There were two
privately- umtcu.d Aston Martins, the Border
Rievers-sponsored car driven by Clark and
Salvadori really being babied on Sunday
just to finish — which it did, in third place.

As we noted last year Le Mans needs an
overhauling. The present regulations are
not realistic and are not the best for motor
racing in our opinion. Many feel that this
could be the last Le Mans in which sports/
racing cars such as the Ferrari and Maserati
will participate as the trend towards G.T.
and production machinery takes hold. Even
at the reduced speed of 20 of the 24 hours
this year the pace was too much for many.

A final note: this was Paul Frere’s last
race. He's “retired” from racing before but
presumably he means it this time. It was a
terrific ending to a half-time job (he’s a
journalist) that was envied by many full-
time drivers. —JLA
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NEW 32-PAGE BOOKLET
NEW, ECONOMICAL TWO-

IN YOUR CAR FOR AS
LITTLE AS +20.

Now..

* the most convenient and economical two-way radio system’
available for autos! Exce]lent for roadchecks, at races, and car-to-car communication..
No installation problems! Perfect for hundreds of uses. And it can be owned and
operated without taking an examination! Be sure to send for your free copy of this
32-page Guide to Citizens Band, prepared by Popular Electronics and Electronics

This booklet will give you answers to these questions —

e What is Citizens Band Radio?
* How is CB installed in a car?

e Is it affected by weather conditions?
terrain?

e How do you get a license WITHOUT an

examination?

e Where can you buy Citizens Band Equipment?
o What is the range? Federal Communications

Commission regulations?
e PLUS much more!

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO TO GET THIS
FREE BOOKLET IS TO FILL IN AND
MAIL THIS COUPON. ACT NOW!

Supplies are limited. Order your free booklet today!
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