MT's publisher Robert E. Petersen, race
queen Margie McNally ride in pace car
before start of Riverside 500-mile race.

HE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA weather-

man provided a beautifully warm,
sunny day, and more than 50,000 race
fans swarmed to Riverside Raceway to
watch 44 big names in stock car racing
slug it out for the $66,500 purse. It was
the biggest pot ever offered west of the
Mississippi.

Race week started on Tuesday. Jan-
uary 15. Cars, mechanics, and drivers
came West from all over the country to
set up shop and get down to the busi-
ness of qualifying. Not a day went by
that someone didn’t get his car upside
down, but through frantic work by
seemingly tireless mechanics and pit
crews, 20 cars qualified and the rest
got into the 25-lap consolation race on
Saturday afternoon.

Dan Gurney qualified fastest, with a
lap of one minute, 37.67 seconds and
a speed of just over 99 mph in his white
Holman & Moody 19632 fastback
Ford. Paul Goldsmith, one of the top
USAC Pontiac pilots, qualified for the
pole position early in the week with a
lap of 1:39.10 over the 2.7-mile road
course. A. J. Foyt of Houston, Texas,
driving a "63 Pontiac, sat in the Number
Two slot for the big 500-mile line-up.

As race day drew near. the star-
studded cast for the MoTor TREND
Riverside 500-Mile Stock Car Road
Race included such famous names as
Fireball Roberts, in the Number Three
starting spot. Fireball was top monev
winner on NASCAR circuits in 1962,
with earnings of over $59.800. Joe
Weatherly, NASCAR’s 1962 grand na-
tional racing champion, qualified at
149.7 mph through the traps in his
powerful, maroon '63 Pontiac. Weather-
ly won nine events last vear and col-
lected $56,110 in prize money for the

PHOTOS BY D'OLIVO, BROLLIER, HOLT, NEHAMKIN

26 MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1963




RIVERSIDE 500

continued

52 races he entered. He lived up to his
colorful reputation by showing up in a
yellow sweatshirt. saddle shoes. and
khaki pants for the pre-race contests on
Saturday before the 25-lap consolation
race got underway. Joe sat in fifth start-
ing position behind Len Sutton. last
vear’'s Riverside Stock Car Road Race
winner. Sutton, from Portland, Oregon.
placed second in both heats of last
year’s ruce and turned a qualifying lap
of 1:40.53 for the Number Four start-
ing slot this year.

So, with the big one only 24 hours
away, the top 20 qualifiers included
eight USAC drivers. 11 NASCAR

pilots, and one man. Dave MacDonald.
driving under the SCCA banner. The
line-up behind Weatherly included Jim
Pardue (Pontiac), Clem Proctor (Pon-
tiac). Ned Jarrett (Ford), Jim Hurtu-
bise (Pontiac). Art Watts (Ford). with
Dan Gurney ('63'2 Ford) in the |Ith

Even finely prepared racing engines can
stand only so much. Over-revving and mis-
use of gearboxes caused blown engines.

Mercury fasthack coupes used heavily re-
inforced wheel spindles, shocks and tough
brake lining for the twisting road course.
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Hard-charging Panl Goldsmith held lead from Lap Three through Lap Five, stayed
among front runners until he lost chances when a connecting rod let go during 59th lap.

Stroppe’s pit crew works frantically to change Troy Ruttman's flat rear tire (seen smok-
ing hotly in the foreground). Trov won third place. taking home 53980 for his drive.

slot. Filling out the field were Parnelli
Jones ('63152 Mercury). Dave Mac-
Donald (Chevy). Denny Weinberg
(Pontiac), Richard Petty (Plymouth).
Fred Lorenzen (Ford). Troy Ruttman
(Mercury), Rex White (Chevy), Jim
Paschal (Plymouth), and Dave Pearson
(Dodge).

This left the rest of the hopefuls
scrambling for positions in the 25-lap
consolation race. which started at three
oclock on a cold. windy Saturday
afternoon. Just before the race, a con-
test for the fastest pit crew was won by
the Banjo Matthews crew of Lucky
Bennett, O’dell Powell. Banjo,
Crawford, Fred McCall, and M. J.
Rossi. R. H. Davis. president of the
Electric Autolite Company, presented
Banjo and his crew a $200 check and
a gold-plated lug wrench for their
triumph. In just 29.92 seconds they
changed two tires, filled the gas tank
of Fireball Roberts’ car, and leaped
over the pit wall.

Billy Wade, driving the '62 Cotton
Owens-prepared Dodge, zipped into

Bill

Saturday’s lead and drove a smooth.
quick 25 laps to pick up $750 and the
win in the 25-lap consolation race.
Right behind him came Marvin Porter,
Sal Trovella, and Don Noel. all driving
Fords.

So, with the starting linc-up all set
for the big 500-miler. the midnight oil
burned brightly, with mechanics and pit
crews making last-minute adjustments.
ironing out dents. and getting ready for
the run for the big money.

Race day Sunday, January 20.
dawned bright and clear: all roads to
Riverside were choked with traffic.
Race cars lined up in two rows 22 cars
deep on the grid. and as spectators
continued to pour into the grounds.
suspense mounted. There on the grid
sat the top rivals. Ford and Pontiac.
with a few Chevys to spice things up.
The ever-present Plvmouth threat hung
in the air. There were also the two
immaculately prepared 19635 fast-
back Mercurys in the capable hands of
Jones and Ruttman. When these two
cars arrived on Wednesday of race
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TING TEAMMATE PEARSON, WADE PLACED 7TH, DOING 180 LAPS FOR $1850.
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UNTIL BLOWN TRANSMISSION ON THE 78TH LAP ENDED HIS HOPES OF AN OUTRIGHT WIN.

ELD

SAL TOVELLA, BOBBY JOHNS, JOE RUTTMAN TAKE EVASIVE ACTION AS DENNY LENTNER MOMENTARILY LOSES HIS MERCURY ON TURN THREE.
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week, they caused quite a stir as they
were unloaded from the huge van and
pushed into the paddock area. Could
they hold or challenge tried-and-proven
Ford and Pontiac supremacy? This
remained to be seen.

With the MoTtor TREND banner flut-
tering over the start-finish line and the
colorful banners of Autolite, Prestolite,
Grey Lock Brake Linings, Regal-Ride
Shocks, Willard Batteries, Champion
Spark Plugs., and Goodyear and Fire-
stone Tires flapping in the morning
breeze, 44 top-notch drivers climbed
aboard their racers and 44 powerful
engines burst into life.

Promptly at 11 a.M., NASCAR pres-
ident Bill France got things rolling. Two
pace laps led by Pete DePaolo in a red
Merc convertible brought down the
green flag and 44 right feet shot to the
floor, sending 88 tons of steel. glass.
and rubber snarling into Turn One. Like

Y E

Thanks to sturdy roll bars and safetv belts required by rules, Jim Paschal walked away

a huge snake. the roaring stockers
swept through the esses and into the
sharp right-hander called Turn Six,
then charged off down the short back
straight into Turn Eight (Turn Seven
was eliminated for this race — the stock
cars weren’t running on the usual
sports car course).

Fifty-two thousand five hundred race
enthusiasts saw A. J. Foyt grab the
lead from his Number Two position and
blast through the NHRA traps on the
long straight at 149 mph. with Paul
Goldsmith’s Pontiac right on his tail-
pipe. The ear-splitting music of 44 open
exhausts going by at better than 140
mph told spectators they were in for a
real day of racing. They didn’t have to
wait long.

Goldsmith moved into first spot on
the third lap and Parnelli Jones, Fire-
ball Roberts, and Dan Gurney were on
the move, picking their way through
the scrambling pack.

Parnelli Jones. the only man in

Indianapolis history to turn a 150-mph

from a 100-mph end-over-end flip off Turir Nine with only scratches and  bruises.
P I ;
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ALTHOUGH FRED LORENZEN GOT HIS FORD UPSIDE DOWN DURING QUALIFYING, HIS HARD-WORKING CREW HAD

lap. didn't wait long to show that the
new 1963%2 Mercury fastback could
match the speed and power of the
reigning Pontiacs and Fords. He put
his foot into it, and the 427-cubic-inch
Marauder V-8 brought his car from
12th starting position into the lead on
the sixth lap. Gurney was pushing hard,
but Jones held the lead until Lap 34.
For the first 10 laps. the average speed
of the leader was 106.50 mph, but
before the race was over the lead was
to change six more times. The yellow
flag and the pace car came out five
times for a total of more than 20 laps
at reduced speeds because of accidents
on the track.

At the 20-lap mark it was Jones.
Gurney, Roberts, Sutton. Goldsmith,
and Lorenzen in that order. Roberts
and Lorenzen were the only NASCAR
pilots in a field of USAC drivers at this
point.

NASCAR champ Weatherly was out
early with transmission problems, kill-
ing his chances for an outright win. He
completed 143 laps for an eventual
24th-spot finish.

Denny Weinberg flipped his '62 Pon-
tiac, the one Goldsmith won the second
heat in at Riverside last year. The yel-
low flag came out and many of the
top drivers ducked into the pits for
gas. Then, in the 30th lap, Jim Pas-
chal’s Plymouth shot end-over-end off
Turn Nine in a huge cloud of dust,
bringing the pace car onto the track
for the second time and giving drivers
a chance to relax.

Hard-charging Fred Lorenzen, in a
new fastback Ford, took over the lead
on Lap 35 and turned as high as 144
mph through the clocks. His lead was
short-lived as Dan Gurney. the home
town favorite, driving smooth as glass
in the Italian extended-arm style, took
over to lead from Lap 43 through Lap
60, the first of three times he was to
head the pack before his eventual win.
Dan’s fastest time through the traps
was 143.54 mph, turned on his 47th
lap. Gurney, probably the most versa-
tile driver in the U.S., has won sports
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IT READY FOR SUNDAY'S RACE.
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Every engine that ran in the MoTtor TREND 500  Banjo Matthews' crew won the Prestolite trophy, but the crew of Weatherly,
was torn down, inspected by NASCAR officials.  Nichels, Goldsmith, Sutton, Foyt, and Johns received Honorable Mention for work.

R
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BLACK MARKS IN TURN SIX SHOW SOME LAST-MINUTE DECISIONS, BUT GURNEY, FOYT DROVE SMOOTHLY AND WELL FOR A ONE-TWO FINISH.
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car, Formula I, and stock car races,
and has driven in the Indy 500, but
he'd never won a race at his home track
at Riverside, California — the town he
used to call home. Last year’s stock car
race saw Dan disqualified because his
'62 Chevrolet wasn't quite stock. Then,
in the Times sports car race. a 10-cent
part failure cost him the win.
Although Jones came back into the
Number One spot from Lap 61 through
Lap 70, and Fireball Roberts led be-
tween the 88th and 100th go-round,
Gurney finally broke his Riverside jinx
and came under the checkered flag
behind the pace car at a blazing 40 mph,
in just five hours, 53 minutes, and 20

re Gerrrcey

Concentrating on the job at hand, Dan
120 mph.

seems relaxed at better than

seconds. His average speed: 84.96 mph.

As the California sun sank slowly
in the west, Dan Gurney sat on the roof
of his 427-cubic-inch Ford and collected
the beautiful silver MoToR TREND tro-
phy, a kiss from his wife and Race
Queen Margie McNally and, last but
certainly not least, a check for $14.400
from Robert Petersen, promoter of the
race and publisher of the magazine
you're now reading.

Always in Gurney’s rear-view mirror
during the final stages of the race, A. J.
Foyt, also a USAC driver, took second-
place honors and $6570. Troy Ruttman
third-place finisher in the now-proven
'63%2 Mercury, might have done better
if it weren't for a flat tire (the only one
during the race). Troy’s self-adjusting
brakes, set to adjust while the car was

W RUTTMAN

Window opened for a breeze, Troy Rutt-
man aims big Merc for a third-place win.

Merc officials W. Alen and C. Knickerbocker present

moving forward, dragged a bit. The
paint on his right rear wheel blistered
and the heat melted the nylon of the
tube, blowing the tire after 22 hours
of racing.

The first NASCAR ace to finish
was Fireball Roberts, who nursed his
red and white #22 Pontiac in for a
fourth place with only fourth gear still
intact. The rest of the first 10 finishers
were: 5) Johns, 6) Jarrett, 7) Wade.
8) Pardue, 9) Lentner, and 10) Joe
Ruttman (Troy’s brother, also Mercury-
mounted).

Perfect weather, good supervision,
and a top-notch list of drivers will
always bring out the fans. Such was
MT’s Riverside 500-Mile Stock Car
Road Race. Besides, the home town
favorite won — finally. /MT

E/LLY WAQE

Driving with one hand, Billv Wade seems
to be planning how to spend his winnings.
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Delon Davis with keys to pace car he won in drawing.
W. Parks (right), Petersen editorial director, looks on.

Promoter Robert Petersen presents Gurney with prize
money; crew chief Moody holds MoTOR TREND trophy.

Through the serpentine and up toward Turn Six roar the snarling
stockers while spectators watch from platforms, campers, and car tops.
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Pit crews were able to completely rebuild — Paschal leads Scott, Joiner, and White through Turn Eight, only to crash later. White
cars between qualifyving day and race day. finished 15th; Scott placed 18th; and Joiner's car was demolished in a pile-up.

Ferelball Folberx

Roberts, arm out window, rode his  Joe Weatherly, NASCAR top banana Out in front and well on his wav to the richest win
Pontiac  to fourth place, $2630. in 62, was plagned with gearbox ills. in his career, Dan Gurney roars under the MT banner.

FORTY-FOUR OF THE NATION’'S TOP NASCAR, USAC, AND SCCA DRIVERS CHUG IMPATIENTLY BEHIND PACE CAR BEFORE START OF THE RACE.
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