COMET GYCLONE

Low-Pressure Styling

For A High-Pressure Performer

ETEOROLOGISTS DEFINE a cyclone
as a low-pressure area marked by
winds of counter-clockwise movement.
There are times, however, when weath-
er phenomena are such that the cyclone
develops into a tornado, a highly de-
structive movement of extremely pow-
erful winds.
If Lincoln-Mercury name-pickers
were trying low-pressure tactics in
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choosing Cyclone as the name for their
1964%4 Comet hardtop, the choice was
perhaps appropriate. After driving one
for several days, however, Car Life
testers felt that the stronger weather
condition would be more descriptive
of such a potent machine.

The Cyclone, described briefly in
last month’s Car Life, is primarily a
stylist’s alteration to the Caliente al-

though it does become the 11th model
in the Comet line. When the oppor-
tunity arose to test one equipped with
4-speed manual transmission and with-
out air conditioning, we felt the car
deserved a supplemental report to ex-
pand upon our Caliente test, where
performance suffered with the cooler
installation.

Powering the Cyclone was FoMo-
Co’s durable and lightweight 289 cu.
in. V-8, which, with hydraulic lifters,
4-barrel carburetor and 9.0:1 com-
pression, develops 210 bhp at 4400
rpm. The transmission is the Warner
Gear-supplied unit with ratios of 2.73
first, 2.07 second, 1.51 third and 1.00:1
high. It is controlled via a tubular shaft
sprouting from the transmission tun-
nel. This shaft bends backward toward
(but not quite reaching when in third)
the driver’s hand and incorporates a
sliding collar under the knob to release

the reverse lockout. Final drive on the
test car was the optional 3.50:1, rather
than the standard (with manual)
32581

Such an arrangement, it turned out,
was better suited to the drag strip than
the highway. The gap between third
and high was too great to make third
very valuable as a passing gear. Con-
versely, the low gear ratio was almost
too high (numerically) and second
gear starts proved to be the most com-
fortable procedure during general-pur-
pose driving.

Actually, it would seem that Ford’s
all-synchromesh 3-speed manual trans-
mission (also an option) might make
more people happier with this particu-
lar axle ratio. Or, when it becomes
available, the newly-designed Ford 4-
speed would eliminate most of this un-
happy gear spacing. The latter would
give overall ratios of 8.12, 6.86 and
4.52:1, which would provide an opti-
mum first and a fine third for passing
performance.

On the other hand, use of another
axle ratio would make the present
2.73:1 gearset of better use off the
strip. The Comet has an axle ratio of
3.00:1 available for the automatic
transmissions, and this gearing would
give overall ratios of 8.20, 6.20, and
4.53:1. Set up as it was, the test car
traced a disappointing curve on the
acceleration graph.

Without the drag of the automatic
or the air conditioner pump, it was ob-
vious that the engine had a usable
limit of about 5000 rpm, imposed by
cam timing and carburetion. The test
car’s engine, however, suffered from
a sticky throttle which invariably had
it screaming on up toward 6000 rpm
when the clutch was disengaged during
fast shifting. The engine is not particu-
larly “hot™ in this 0.76 bhp/cu. in.
form, limited, among other things, by
the standard single exhaust, but it is
possible to specify (and pay for) a
271-bhp version if one desires some
really magnificent motive force.

There have been no changes in the
chassis or body structure from the Cali-
ente, which means that it acquits itself
quite well in handling and roadability.
There is a greater-than-average firm-
ness to the suspension which helps as-
sure better stability than might be ex-
pected from looking at the distribution
figures. The workings of the suspension
components are not entirely unobtru-
sive but the shock damping takes care
of all but the raggedest of road sur-
faces at any reasonable speed. The tail
lightness did make its presence known
in the wet, however, the more so in the
Cyclone than the Caliente because of
the former’s more positive power ap-
plication.

It should be noted that the brakes
on the Cyclone performed somewhat
better, indicating (as we suspected)

that those on the Caliente were serious-
ly in need of adjustment. The Cyclone’s
were still susceptible to fade and regis-
tered only average readings on the CL
decelerometer.

As a styling exercise, the Cyclone
left us with mixed feelings. The re-
moval of the spears, flashes and flam-
boyance from the flanks is certainly an
improvement—so much so that the
fender cutout moldings are almost wel-
come. But we erred last month in de-
scribing the Cyclone’s wheels as
chromed and coverless. As impossible
as it is to believe, L-M stylists actually
designed wheel covers which look just
like bare wheels, with five holes for
chromed lug nuts to project through!
That either says something about the
cost of dipping a batch of wheels in
the chrome vat—or about stylists.

The interior of the test car was all-
black all-vinyl, which presented a rich

and businesslike appearance. And as
such, the distinctive ‘“camera case"”
black instrument panel trim which re-
places the phony wood veneer was a
welcome touch. It would be possible,
however, for this to present a more
jarring note in some other color-keyed
context. Instrumentation was a la Cali-
ente, with the exception of a dash-top
tachometer housing; the color-keying
of this instrument, fastened to the ra-
dio speaker grille, kept it as unobtru-
sive as possible although it still looks
like an after-thought in such a spot.
Still praiseworthy, however, is the be-
tween-buckets console with a cover of
non-injurious pliable plastic. Un-
changed dimensions still limit the rear
seat’s usefulness for any family of
more than two full-grown members.
All told, the Cyclone represents a
pinnacle of restraint for L-M stylists,
a group oft noted for its superfluous
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STANDARD ENGINE for the Comet Cyclone is the 289-cu. in., 210-bhp
version of Fairlane V-8. Four-barrel carburetor helps performance.

COMET GYGLONE

and flamboyant chromery. As tested,
the Cyclone also was a spirited sprint-

appeal to that “youth market” so avidly
sought after by all the manufacturers.

ALL-BLACK interior is rich-looking complement to clean exterior.
Tachometer mounts onto radio speaker grille, was loose on test car.

of Calientes (and there are an increas-
ing number of them on the roads).
while retaining the compactness that
has been its greatest virtue. Given the
proper transmission and rear axle se-
lection, there would seem to be quite
a few buyers who could ask no more

ing machine which should certainly It is distinctive, even amidst a group than the Cyclone. ]
CAR LIFE ROAD TEST
1964 COMET CYCLONE 2-door Hardtop
SPECIFICATIONS & DATA PERFORMANCE

Price, as tested........... $3027 Topspeed (5000) .....ccoviiiieiiiiieerieneeeranearraneeessnnnnns .109
Test weight, Ib................. B I . 3340 Shifts, rpm @ mph (manual)

distribution, % f/r Il QBO00Y, oo svvmvmmsrasinmamnsnnmmrspsnanssn s evsase sy 72
U0/ BN i st s s B RS S S R 200 (B00) . svisns wamwmasormmnsnvs sy S S SR A 52
;Ireksize ............ e g Eppak for s T8E (00D Y o vicciinmmmmias s o m e SRR R . 40
rake swept area, S0. I.....iviieiioriinerinivivessssvsrssnsissane .
Wheelbase, in........ i ACCELERATION autom. 4-spd.
Tread, t{r in.. e R T i D0 G 586 wwe sninmsmmmn s vmismamsmaesusm s 38 39
Overall ength in.. 195.1 QA0 i A S R R S A 6.5 5.5

width......oi 114 D80 iy oriimae s VSRR TR e 9.1 1.1

height............ ..53.6 N L e 18 102
Fuel tank capacity, gal... ..200 R 150 132
Engine type........... ohv 0-B0. .t st v e 19.7 171
Displacement, CU. iMoo rie i reeseserannnnnerarnnnnanens 289 L L s e e e 16 218
Bhp @ rpm........... 210 @ 4400 Standing Va-mile, SBC.. ......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia 165 164
Rrﬂ?:hlu%-ﬂ. @ rpm. . 300 @ 2800 speed At BNl . ..o coni s r vnm s e ein e i R 738 710

ph/1000 rpm. ...... SRR 2.7 PULLING POWER
Car Life Wear Index...... 5 R R 36.7 ;g mph {4lh). L }gg ;;E

PR (AN vinaniaimmsims v s s aan e i .

4th (l 00) GEAR RATIOS 1.50 B 1 3 R s P L e e 3.2 34.0
3rd (1 51) .................. B T T T T :5.25 Tﬂlal drag (" 60 m|J|'I A 155 113
2nd (2.07) .. 1.25 FUEL CONSUMPTION
L G v ) e R e e R S 9.56 Normal range, Mpg..........coovvvveennnns S 1215 13-16
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