DRIVING THE
CONTINENTAL

For those who appreciate purity of line,
the Continental Coupe is a welcome ex-
pansion to a select family of fine cars

PHOTOS BY DARRYL NORENBERG
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HE CONTINENTAL Coupe is a bright

new star in the Lincoln catalog.
It’s lighter, costs less, and handles
and performs better than either the 4-
door sedan or the 4-door convertible.
And some will feel that it does the most
justice to a styling theme that may de-
servedly be called classic.

Back in 1961, when this theme started,
Ben D. Mills, who was Lincoln-Mercury
Division head at the time, commented:
“Let Cadillac play their own ball game
— we'll start a new league.” As it turned
out, paid attendance in the junior cir-
cuit was a bit disappointing, and the
reason simply proved once again that
whatever the league, the game requires
a full team. Down through recent years,
Cadillac sales have been quarterbacked
by its Coupe De Ville, so from any
armchair, Lincoln’s next move could be
considered obvious.

Two-door models of any make are in-
variably better handling than their se-
dan counterparts, because the centers
of gravity and roll are closer to ideal.
Also, in Continental’s case, curb weight
runs 100 and 500 pounds less than the
sedan’s and convertible’s, respectively.
This advantage, plus a more potent set
of new cylinders, lops a full two sec-
onds off zero-60 acceleration time to
further gild an already fairly fast lily.

The new V-8, displacing 462 cubic
inches, is monstrous even by U.S. stand-
ards, and we suspect that its rated 340
hp is a somewhat modest description of
the real facts. If anything, the car re-
sponds a little too readily when toe-tap-

BIGGER FRONT BUMPERS EXTEND AROUND THE VULNERABLE FRONT QUARTER PANELS. AUTOMATIC DIMMER SENSOR HIDES IN LEFT FENDER.

ping in traffic, while paradoxically,
keeping agile in the mountains required
considerable throttle movement and a
consequent rather heavy penalty in fuel
consumption. However, after paying up-
wards of $6500 for a Continental, any
attention to operating costs brands you
a nit-picker. It's just that inconvenience
of having to stop for gas.

While the Continental may be rated
as a modern classic on the outside, we
award an MT glare at the person or
persons who designed the instrument
panel. This would be better described
as a cry-wolf pack of warning lights
that will keep bulb-makers in business
for the foreseeable future. The most
used switch, for the lights, is located
down, nearly out of sight, in a position
uncomfortably close to the driver’s left
knee. It pulls out to compound the to-
getherness, whereas the wiper switch,
up where the other one ought to be,
turns. Thus we’ll almost guarantee that
a first-time 1966 Continental driver will
yank at what he thinks are the lights and
find himself with a loose knob in his
hand and a windshield-full of washer
fluid. There is an undimmable light that
tells you of AM or FM radio reception.

Aside from worthwhile lights that
warn of partially open doors and trunk,
and after-the-fact matters such as low
oil or battery level, there is a seat-belt
signal that per se, brands the occupants
as unthinking children. Unless the
driver straps himself in, the light won't
go out, although admittedly like curi-
ous, unthinking children, we found we
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could outwit the circuit by simply pull-
ing the left belt out to full reach and
then letting it snap back. And the light
doesn’t help at all in the delicate mat-
ter of suggesting that the passenger
fasten his belt, because it isn’t con-
nected on that side. T-Bird tried this
once and reverted to a light that warns
for a tactful period and then goes out of
its own accord. We realize that only
50% or so of the people who have belts
habitually use them, but we also suspect
that such electrical nagging will pro-
duce a reaction opposite to that which
was intended.

These minor matters, though, are
soon forgotten as you luxuriate in what
must be the most comfortable bench-
type seats in any car. Our model was
upholstered with an optional synthetic
so soft that FoMoCo interior designers
privately refer to it as “panty cloth.”
The big 2-door, with its relatively low
tunnel, may be truthfully called a car-
riage for six. Exit from lingerie-land is
helped considerably by unusually well
balanced doors, but you have to use
corresponding care in parking lots.
They open easily — right bang into the
car next to you.

Much of our Continental test was in
mountainous terrain during a solid week
of record rainfall. This led to full ap-
preciation of three unrelated Continen-
tal features. One was the fully automatic
heater/ conditioner that impeccably kept
the substantial glass area completely and
instantly free from fog. Dial a temper-
ature, help by punching an appropriate
fan button, and then forget it. Another
was a degree of weatherproofing unusual
in a car, even a high-priced one, fresh
from the factory. Ten inches of rain fell
during the period, but none of it inside
our Continental. Nor did water collec-
tions inundate you or the seat when you
opened the door. Lastly, an altitude com-
pensator on the 3-speed automatic per-
formed noticeably well — whether the
barometric changes were caused by de-
luge, our departure from sea level, or
both. Shifts were silky smooth under all
conditions, and this transmission has the
desirable slick-surface feature of a lock-
out for low gear.

The whole drive train has been rede-
signed to accommodate the whopping
485 pounds-feet of torque generated by
the new engine. There are two constant-
velocity U-joints, and beefier driveshaft
and differential. For anywhere but the
plains states, we suggest you at least try
the optional 3-to-1 axle ratio. The 2.8
on our car lugged a little in the moun-
tains.

We don’t think this would have been a
happy test without the standard front-
disc brakes. Despite the constant drench-
ing, we knew that at least the front pair
of stoppers would respond instantly. In
summary, the base price of $5485 buys
a lot of car, including some 39 items for
which others charge extra. — R.M.

Jewel-case setting mostly houses an un-
jewel-like collection of warning lights.
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Wall-to-wall tail lights mount in new bump-
ers. Lean in corners was mildly evident.

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL

2-door, 6-passenger coupe

ACCESSORY PRICE LIST

*Automatic transmission ................ std.
4-speed transmission .............00000n e
Overdrive: v saiss svswr s pne swesseanis —_—
Limited-slip differential ............. . 56.30
Heavy-duty suspension ................. NA
*Whitewall tives ....:.sis cawieasissning 56.80
*Disc brakes .............iiiiiiiiian. std.
*POWET DraKeS ... .ucowws e somre swaes std.
*Power SLEeFINE «vr e amm ey wwassiass std.
*Power WINdOWS . .as e wsmie s aiae swsns s std.
*Power seat (6-Way) ....ccciviiivieinnns 83.23
Radinr AM ..cchs omami s miiss vssmie smeted 161.27
*Radio AM/FM .. ... ot 244.54
*Air conditioning ...... ... ..., 523.55
*Tinted g18SS . ..o 52.53

Bucket. seats .....cucscvsissnseneessus 192.33
*Adjustable steering wheel

*CIOCK .o s wmviis s sy std.
Tachometer ..mssavwssisan -—
*Automatic headlight dimmer £0.05
*Automatic speed regulator .. .127.96
Vinyl roof cover .......... 121.10

Head rests
*On test car
Dash (—) — Not offered )

NA — Information not available at presstime

MANUFACTURER‘S SUGGESTED LIST PRICE: $5485 (incl.
taxes, safety equip’t & PCV device)

PRICE OF CAR TESTED: $7197.83 (incl. excise tax,
delivery & get-ready charges, but not local tax &
license)

MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY: 24,000 miles and/or
24 months

SPECIFICATIONS FROM MANUFACTURER

ENGINE IN TEST CAR: Ohv V-8
Bore and stroke: 4.38 x 3.83 ins.
Displacement: 462 cu. ins.
Advertised horsepower: 340 @ 4600 rpm
Max. torque: 485 Ibs.-ft. @ 2800 rpm
Compression ratio: 10:25.1
Carburetion: 1 4-bbl.

TRANSMISSION TYPE & FINAL DRIVE RATIO:
Torque-converter automatic; Twin-Range
Turbo-Drive. 2.81:1

SUSPENSION: Prelubricated ball joints and coil springs
at front, leaf springs at rear. Hydraulic shocks at
each wheel.

STEERING: Recirculating ball and nut; integral power
gear.
Turning diameter: 47.4 ft., curb to curb
Turns lock to lock: 3.8

WHEELS: Stamped-steel disc — full contact
TIRES: 9.15 x 15 4-ply rayon

BRAKES: Disc front; self-adjusting drum rear
Diameter of drum: rear, 11.09 ins.

SERVICE:
Type of fuel recommended: Premium
Fuel capacity: 25.5 gals.
07l capacity: 5 ats.; with filter, 6 gts.
Shortest Iubrication interval: 30,000 mi.
Qil- and filter-change interval: 6000 mi.

BODY & FRAME: Platform sub-frame, all-welded inte-
gral construction
Wheelbase: 126.0 ins.
Track: front, 62.1 ins.; rear, 61.0 ins.
Overall: length, 220.9 Ins.; width, 79.7 ins.; height,
54.3 ins.
Min. ground clearance: 5.5 ins.
Usable trunk capacity: 18.0 cu. ft.
Curb weight: 5380 Ibs.

PERFORMANCE
ACCELERATION (2 aboard)
O-B0MON sivan cusis wevmiobiamiens ausioroces 4.0 secs.
0-45mph ... ... 6.8 secs.
0-60mph ... ... ..., 10.8 secs.
TIME & DISTANCE TO ATTAIN PASSING SPEEDS
B0-60:MPN -+ cumws venme s o 5o 4.6 secs., 336 ft.
50-70° MON : cusrin sasvio s s doks s 5.9 secs., 519 ft.

STANDING-START QUARTER-MILE:18.1 secs. and 80 mph
BEST SPEEDS IN GEARS @ SHIFT POINTS
18t...om0 v 48 moh fo 1 : T a— 125 mph
] ([ ER———. 84 mph
MPH PER 1000 RPM: 34.2
SPEEDOMETER ERROR AT 60 MPH: .9%

MOTOR TREND/FEBRUARY 1966 71



