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ALIFORNIA DRIVERS TOOK top
money and Arizona entries gained
the most eliminator titles at the
first annual Western United States
Super/Stock Championships at
Bee Line Dragway, as nearly 400
participated in the Phoenix, Ari-
zona, meet.

Supreme conqueror of the
American Hot Rod Association-
sanctioned competition was Dick
Landy of Sherman Oaks, Calif.,
who also reigns as Eastern U. S.
super/stock titlist.

Landy, whose 426 hemi Dodge
“funny” car continually amazed
the 9,657 drag racing fans gather-
ed under partly cloudy skies, won
1,100 dollars. He triumphed .in
Unlimited Fuel ($750) and Over-
all Super/Stock ($200), gained
Lowest Time of 9.53, ($100) and
tied for top speed at 142.40 mph
with Cecil Yother in the “Melrose

Missile” 426 funny hemi Plymouth.
Landy and Yother split $100.
Yother, of San Francisco, also
earned 250 dollars as runnerup in
fuel.

Most attention was focused on
the Unlimited Fuel and Gas com-
petitors, who were allowed to use
liquid and powder resin. This meet
marked the first occasion Bee Line
Dragway had permitted the use of
resin.

UNLIMITED FUEL

In Round One Landy and his
Dodge battled Rookie of the Year
Charlie Allen in the Atlantic Flyer
funny 426 hemi Dodge. Landy
turned 141.73 in 9.62 to top Al-
len’s 10.42 129.31. The second
match pitted Dickie Harrell, Carls-
bad, N. M., against Mr. Super/
Stock Hayden Proffitt. Driving a
427 Chevy II, Harrell staged the
crowdpleaser of the day. He man-
aged a 120-foot wheelstand but
lost to Proffitt’s 427 funny OHC
Comet Cyclone which clocked
10.12, 138.03 mph. *

Round Three put the Melrose
Missile against Ed Marcak of Win-

slow, Ariz. Marcak, Arizona’s Mr.
Stock eliminator at the time, push-
ed his 427 Mustang to better than
136 mph in 10.83 seconds but the
Missile turned a big 142.63 in
10.14. The fourth encounter found
the Missile challenging Proffitt.
The Melrose car went a sub-10
9.99, 141.95 to beat the old pro’s
10.29 and 139.10. Proffitt just got
too much rubber on the line.
Landy singled in 142.40, 9.74
in the fifth and put on quite a show
burning through the resin. In the
finale Landy leaped out of the hole
and soundly defeated Yother in
the Missile, who shut off at 101.23
and 10.59. Landy turned his fast-
est ET, 9.53, and 142.18 mph.
@ Highly touted Hubert Platt of
Atlanta, Ga., didn’t survive the
time trials. His attractive blue
Georgia Shaker 427 funny Mus-
tang ran a couple of times but suf-
fered distributor problems and
couldn’t participate for top money.
It was only the Mustang’s second
competitive appearance.

AHRA super/stock titlist Gas
Ronda of Covina, Calif., piloting
a factory exhibition 427 OHC
Mustang, triumphed in Unlimited
Gas and collected 500 dollars.
Ronda won 600 dollars altogether.

Shirley Shahan, the Tulare,
Calif., Drag-On-Lady, guiding a
426 hemi Plymouth mechaniced by
her husband, H. L., gained 200
dollars runnerup money.

UNLIMITED GAS

Round One displayed the Cali-
fornia Flash, Butch Leal, National
Hot Rod Association champ, ver-
sus Darrell Droke in a unique 427
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ALIFORNIA DRIVERS TOOK top
money and Arizona entries gained
the most eliminator titles at the
first annual Western United States
Super/Stock Championships at
Bee Line Dragway, as nearly 400
participated in the Phoenix, Ari-
zona, meet.

Supreme conqueror of the
American Hot Rod Association-
sanctioned competition was Dick
Landy of Sherman Oaks, Calif.,
who also reigns as Eastern U. S.
super/stock titlist.

Landy, whose 426 hemi Dodge
“funny” car continually amazed
the 9,657 drag racing fans gather-
ed under partly cloudy skies, won
1,100 dollars. He triumphed .in
Unlimited Fuel ($750) and Over-
all Super/Stock ($200), gained
Lowest Time of 9.53, ($100) and
tied for top speed at 142.40 mph
with Cecil Yother in the “Melrose
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Missile” 426 funny hemi Plymouth.
Landy and Yother split $100.
Yother, of San Francisco, also
earned 250 dollars as runnerup in
fuel.

Most attention was focused on
the Unlimited Fuel and Gas com-
petitors, who were allowed to use
liquid and powder resin. This meet
marked the first occasion Bee Line
Dragway had permitted the use of
resin.

UNLIMITED FUEL

In Round One Landy and his
Dodge battled Rookie of the Year
Charlie Allen in the Atlantic Flyer
funny 426 hemi Dodge. Landy
turned 141.73 in 9.62 to top Al-
len’s 10.42 129.31. The second
match pitted Dickie Harrell, Carls-
bad, N. M., against Mr. Super/
Stock Hayden Proffitt. Driving a
427 Chevy II, Harrell staged the
crowdpleaser of the day. He man-
aged a 120-foot wheelstand but
lost to Proffitt’s 427 funny OHC
Comet Cyclone which clocked
10.12, 138.03 mph. A

Round Three put the Melrose
Missile against Ed Marcak of Win-

slow, Ariz. Marcak, Arizona’s Mr.
Stock eliminator at the time, push-
ed his 427 Mustang to better than
136 mph in 10.83 seconds but the
Missile turned a big 142.63 in
10.14. The fourth encounter found
the Missile challenging Proffitt.
The Melrose car went a sub-10
9.99, 141.95 to beat the old pro’s
10.29 and 139.10. Proffitt just got
too much rubber on the line.

Landy singled in 142.40, 9.74

in the fifth and put on quite a show
burning through the resin. In the
finale Landy leaped out of the hole
and soundly defeated Yother in
the Missile, who shut off at 101.23
and 10.59. Landy turned his fast-
est ET, 9.53, and 142.18 mph.
@ Highly touted Hubert Platt of
Atlanta, Ga., didn’t survive the
time trials. His attractive blue
Georgia Shaker 427 funny Mus-
tang ran a couple of times but suf-
fered distributor problems and
couldn’t participate for top money.
It was only the Mustang’s second
competitive appearance.

AHRA super/stock titlist Gas
Ronda of Covina, Calif., piloting
a factory exhibition 427 OHC
Mustang, triumphed in Unlimited
Gas and collected 500 dollars.
Ronda won 600 dollars altogether.

Shirley Shahan, the Tulare,
Calif., Drag-On-Lady, guiding a
426 hemi Plymouth mechaniced by
her husband, H. L., gained 200
dollars runnerup money.
UNLIMITED GAS

Round One displayed the Cali-
fornia Flash, Butch Leal, National
Hot Rod Association champ, ver-
sus Darrell Droke in a unique 427
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OHC hemi Fairlane Thunderbolt.
Leal’s hemi Plymouth clocked
10.26, 132.74 to shut down Droke
of Downey, Calif., whose Ford
broke an axle and crossed the cen-
terline. The second round competi-
tion resulted in a victory for Ronda
in 10.78 131.19 over the Thumper
Dodge from Las Vegas, driven by
Cletus Goodwin.

Round Three pitted the world’s
most beautiful drag racer, Shirley
Shahan, against the Roark Chevy
Too from Las Cruces, N. M. The
mother of three toured the quar-
ter-mile in 11.08, 128.75, and the
Chevy II failed to finish after
breaking an axle. Round Four put
Mrs. Shahan on the line opposite
Leal. It was fueler against gasser

“and things didn’t look too good



This meet marked the inaugural use of
resin at Bee Line Dragway. NHRA champ
Butch Leal used it, but was beaten
by the Drag-On Lady anyway. Hubert
Platt's beautiful Georgia Shaker Mustang
suffered distributor problems on only
its second time in competition.

for the Plymouth with carburetors.
Leal came out quick and appeared
to be on his way. Then he hung a
shift and Shirley caught and beat
him, turning 10.91, 128.93.

® Ronda singled for Round Five.
In Round Six for the money the
Drag-On-Lady lined up against
Ronda for a thriller. Ronda gained
the early lead and held on for a
triumph in 10.66, 136 mph, Shir-
ley closing fast to make it excit-
ing with 10.91, 128.93.

Mr. Stock eliminator competi-
tion was the show of the day as
the fuelers and gas burners mixed
it up for the 300 dollar prize. Leal
eventually captured the Mr. Stock
Eliminator title and fellow Cali-
fornian Droke netted 100 dollars
for Second.

MR. STOCK ELIMINATOR

In the First Round Arizonan
Marcak engaged Droke in a fuel
vs. gas situation with the handicap
system in effect. Marcak’s Mus-
tang failed to catch the 427 Fair-
lane, turning 10.67, 132.92 to the
Thunderbolt’s 123.62. Round Two
pitted the hemi Plymouth automa-
tic of Shirley Shahan against Leal’s
four-speed hemi Plymouth in a re-
match, Leal taking it with a 10.96,
126.58.

Round Three was the second
handicap affair with the Las Vegas
Thumper Dodge receiving a big
starting edge over Dandy Landy.
Landy’s hurrying Dodge left no
doubt in anyone’s mind as the
cigar - smoking Californian, after
overtaking the Dodge easily, shut
off in 10.79 98.03. The Fourth

Round lined up the Blue Bird hemi
Plymouth from Aguila, Ariz.,
against Ronda’s Mustang. Ronda
made quick work of it in 10.93,
129.87.

® Controversy loomed in Round
Five as perhaps the upset of the
meet was effected. Landy’s haulin’
machine appeared versus Droke’s
427 Ford in a handicap arrange-
ment. Since there was handicap-
ping a flagman starter was used.
Landy apparently misinterpreted
the signal and jumped, gaining a
red light ruling. After a brief dis-
cussian by an incensed Landy and
officials, Droke got in his Ford
and singled for the win.

The next round was surprising,
too. It was Ronda against Leal.
Gas came off the line shakily and

advanced to the dirt alongside the
track before regaining control and
continuing through the quarter.
Leal shut off at 97.08.

The final match finished with
Leal outracing Droke, turning

Ed Marcak, the Flyin’ Farmer clocked a
136 mph run but lost to the Melrose
Missile’s 142 mph and 10.14 ET.
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Excess resin,oil splashes and the like are
verboten when top stockers run for big
purses.That means “man those brooms,
men”’ between the runoffs.

LANDY
LANDSLIDE

10.79, 129.12 to Droke’s 10.92,
128.75.

The concluding big money race
had unlimited fuel king Landy
meeting Ronda, winner of the gas
division. Landy’s Dodge weighed
2,500 pounds and Ronda’s Mus-
tang 3,200. Dick clocked 9.78,
141.73 to Ronda’s 10.86, 136 for
the top money and netted 200 dol-
lars to Ronda’s 100 dollars.
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WINNERS: U. S. SUPER/STOCK CHAMPIONSHIPS

OVERALL ELIMINATORS:

Unlimited Fuel:

Runnerup

Unlimited Gas

Runnerup

Overall Super Stock

Runnerup

Mr. Stock

Runnerup

Top Stock

Runnerup

Middle Stock

Runnerup

Little Stock

Runnerup

Sportsman

Runnerup

Street

Runnerup

Dick Landy, Dodge
Sherman Oaks, Calif.

Melrose Missile, Plymouth
San Francisco, Calif.

Gas Ronda, Mustang
Covina, Calif.

Shirley Shahan, Plymouth
Tulare, Calif.

Dick Landy, Dodge
Sherman Oaks, Calif.

Gas Ronda, Mustang
Covina, Calif.

Butch Leal, Plymouth
Tulare, Calif.

Darrell Droke, Fairlane
Dgwney, Calif.

Frank Townsend, GTO
Tucson, Ariz.

Leonard King, Dodge
Phoenix, Ariz.

Harry Luge, Falcon
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Berge Ford, Mustang
Mesa, Ariz.

C & L Racing Team, Corvair
Phoenix, Ariz.

Bruce Dailey, Dodge Lancer
Phoenix, Ariz.

Don Dvorak, Chevrolet
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Quinn Wright, Chevrolet
Glendale, Ariz.

ET
9.53

10.59

10.66

10.91

9.53

10.86

10.79

10.92

12.24

12.62

12.91

13.30

15.06

13.00

13.64

Cluff, Shurtz & Daer, Chevrolet & Willys

Mesa, Ariz.

Gil Guggisberg, Corvette
Phoenix, Ariz.

11.47

12.05

MPH
142.40

101.23

136.00

128.93

142.40

136.00

129.12

128.75

113.35

112.64

107.87

102.00

89.82

104.55

102.98

113.00
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