Preview Test: MG-C

Instead of being the hoped for all-new car
it’s simply an evolutionary model—one that points

out the danger of inbreeding.

nce you've set everything in motion by
O taking a step from “"A™ to “"B” the logi-
cal progression is to “"C™ right? No it isn't,
it's to ““H.”" MG may call its new car an
MG-C, but **H™ stands for Healey, and in the
case of the MG-C, which uses a modified ver-
sion of the Healey 6-cylinder engine, “*H™ also
stands for heartburn. The thing doesn’t work
very well.

The idea of an MG-B with more guts is
‘appealing just as the idea ol almost anything
with more guts is appealing—except perhaps
the chicken you're about to have for dinner.
Private owners have often made virile MG-Bs
a reality by super tuning or engine swaps.
Unfortunately, MG decided to try the same
thing in the MG-C and the job was botched.
By stuffing the great cast-iron Austin-Healey
3000 engine into a cringing MG-B chassis,
they’ve managed to destroy most of the good
features of the B without appreciably improv-
ing performance. Considering the amount of
work involved, it puts one to wondering why
MG bothered.

It wasn’t a casual exercise by any means.
In order to make the A-H in-line Six fit, the
engine had to be lowered and shortened—
(that meant using seven little main bearings
instead of five big ones) although bore and
stroke remain the same (3.28 x 3.50 in.); a
different gearbox was designed, and a longi-
tudinal torsion bar front suspension replaced
the B's coil springs. While all this scems like a
fairly elaborate procedure to go through just
to exchange the venerable Four for the equally
venerable Six, once the decision was made it
was an option of going this route or hacking
away massive amounts ol passenger space to
accommodate the long, long Healey engine.
Still, even by reducing both the height and
length of the Healey unit, things are far from
ideal. Because of the massive hood bulge, the
MG-C looks like a standard MG-B with a
bad case of the mumps, handling is sloppy,
and acceleration is only slightly improved.

Depending on which piece of publicity
material you read, the MG-C engine is rated
at 145 hp at 5200 rpm or 150 hp at 5250,
which is the same as provided by the Six in
Healey 3000 form. Since the old 4-cylinder
MG-B engine is rated at 95 hp, either figure
is near enough to a 509, increase to make you
think that performance is going to be out of
sight. But remember, if you will, that the
MG-B engine weighs 350 lbs. while this new
brute tips the scales at 560. Even with sus-

pension modifications you don’t have to be
Colin Chapman to figure out that something
is going to be lost in the handling department
and that much of that new-found power is
going to be used up towing around the extra
weight—or more accurately, pushing it
around, or more accurately still, pushing it
straight ahead since the big trouble with the
beak-heavy MG-C is trying to get it to go

arouned anything.

The car was tested in England and was
innocent of any of the U.S. required anti-
smog equipment (different intake and exhaust

manifolds, *‘sealed’ carburetors, air pump,
and a different spark advance curve). Qur test
car turned the quarter in 17.6 seconds at a
speed of 80 mph, while a stock-as-a-stove
MG-B recorded 18.5 @ 74 mph—not much
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of a difference for the penalties you pay.

In addition to the engine modifications,
several other items will have to be changed
on the export model. For instance, the entire
dashboard will be recessed and surrounded by
a heavily padded rim and the plastic knobs
and toggle-type switches used on the domestic
models will be replaced by soft rubber ver-
sions in order to meet U.S. safety standards
dealing with **second impact.”” The exterior of
the export models will also become more clut-
tered up thanks to the mandatory installation
of side-marker lights and reflectors.

While the MG-C is faster, the overall im-
pression is that it's . . . well, lethargic. It's
smooth and powerful so long as you're not
interested in quick response, but once you
shove down on the throttle, expecting a sud-
den surge of power, everything dies—that big
anchor isn’t about to pick up rpm quickly no
matter how much you kick the throttle. There
were glory years when the Healey was a real
racer—even with the 6-cylinder engine (though
the best of the line was the all-aluminum 4-
banger 100S). And there were more recent
glory years as a race car for the MG-B—one
of which catapulted Ron Bucknum straight
into the seat of a Formula One Honda. With
the MG-C it’s hard to tell which is the more
embarrassed about the curious position in
life it has achieved; the Healey engine or the
MG chassis.

Perhaps the only good thing to come out of
the MG-C is the new 4-speed gearbox. It's a
brand new unit (the only all-new component
in the car) complete with a synchronized first
gear. Yes, Virginia, a synchronized first on an
MG. The throws are very short, very positive
and it’s impossible to beat the synchromesh
into any gear. On top of that, it’s the first
MG transmission in history that doesn’t
sound like an air raid siren whenever things
start moving quickly. We also tried an MG-
C/GT equipped with a 3-speed Borg-Warner
automatic transmission. This option is in-
tended primarily for the luxury /convenience-
oriented American market—at least that's
what MG's PR-types told us. Between adding
extra weight and robbing horsepower, the per-
formance of the automatic version was
noticeably less than a standard MG-B.

Surprisingly, despite a fairly radical rede-
sign of the ront suspension (similar in con-
cept to the Jaguar XK-E front suspension),
the ride is much the same as that of the B—

(Continued on page 117)
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MG-C
VEHICLE TYPE
Front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger
sports car

ENGINE
Type: water-cooled, € in-line, cast iron block

and head
..3.28x3.50in

Bore x stroke
177.7 cuin, 2.912 cc
E .0 to one
2 x 1-bbi SU HSH
_Pushrod operated

Displacement..
Compressron ratio. .
Carburetion..

Valve gear.. e
overhead valves
Power. . .145 bhp @ 5200 rpm
Torque.. 174 Ibs/ft @ 3500 rpm
Max. recommended engine speed.5500 rpm

DRIVE TRAIN
Transmission. T L4 speed all-synchro
Final drive ratio. .3.31to one

SUSPENSION
F: Ind., unequal length wishbones, torsion
bars, anti-sway bar
Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leaf springs

BRAKES

.....11.0-in Girling disc, vacuum assist
R 9.0 x 2.5-in G|r|mp drum, vacuum assist
Swept area. 3.4sqin

WHEELS AND TIRES

Wheel size and type 5 x 5.0-in
stamped steel

Tire make, size and type... Dunlop 165 R 15,
SP-41 radial ply, tube type

STEERING
TN Pl vialsa e <uens RACK and Pinion
Turns lock-to-lock. : 3.5
Turning circle. . . el
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES
Wheelbase. T
Track. . F:50.0 R: 49 5 in
Length._... ..153.2 in
Width . - : ook " 60 in
Height. ... .55 o] 50|n
Curb weight , 5 1bs
Weight distribution . .56. 0;44 0% F/R
Fuel capacity.. S
QILCaPACTV S, /i i Ve b
Water capacny_.............. Ly
PERFORMANCE"
Zero to
40 rnph
60 mph..
80 mph.. 17
Standing 4- -mile. 17.6 sec @ 80.0 mph
*Performance f:gures for cars sold in the
United States may vary due to installation
of mandatory anti-smog equipment

KOV 260F

ENGINE

Starting. -
Response............
Noise.

Service accessibility..............

DRIVE TRAIN

SRR NRAEE: .o h st kb s

Synchro action

STEERING
EfTOrt: O v U

..Fair
..Fair
Good

.Very Good

Very Good
Very Good

G T e e T el S

SUSPENSION

e S0y 1o ot Nl SN M S, e T

Roll resistance....

Cornering ability...................

Predictability............

BRAKES
Fade resistance.
Directional Stablllly

INTERIOR
Ease of entry exit

Front seating comfort.....

Rear seating comfort, . .
Driver controls.
Instrument Cornprehensweness

Instrument legibility...................

Heater/defroster. . ..

NMentilation. onu v mes s s st sa e

...Very Good
. .Very Good

.. Fair
.Fair

Very Good

Very Good
.Good
..Good
.Poor

CONVENIENCE AND PROTECTION

Trunk space. ot
Interior storage space
Bumper protection.....
Visibility

Wiper effectiveness

CONSTRUCTION QUALITY
Sheet metal

Paint.
Uphnlstery
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we see interesting variations in safety belt
design. Most American cars use two sep-
arate belts—one for lap and one for shoulder.
The Japanese favor a detachable shoulder
belt. The Cortina uses just one strap with a
sliding buckle to equalize tension between the
lap and shoulder sections. The disadvantage
with this system is that it puts the wearer in
an all-or-none situation rather than allowing
him an option of choosing the lap belt only.

Have we managed to say yet that the
Cortina is a British car? Whenever we try
to describe it we come back to that state-
ment. It has some endearing characteristics,
we loved to flog it because it fecls strong
and responsive although it never gives the
impression of being a precision machine.
The engine and drive train are very noisy
contributing to a high background noise
level at cruising speeds, the ride is quite
harsh, particularly when we discovered that
ride comfort hasn’t been traded for good
handling. Light cars normally have poor re-
sistance to crosswinds and the Cortina is
light and substandard for its weight.

Most of all, though, we were impressed
with the GT’s performance. The car is quick
for a sedan of its displacement and price,
almost as good as a BMW 1600 with a $350
less imposing list price. We're left with the
conclusion that the Cortina GT is a hard-
nosed little flogger car, and to hell with
everything else. That's no bad thing to be. @
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at least on straight, smooth roads. Unfortu-
nately, when it comes time to get the C around
a corner, you discover that it is all flabby and
soggy. On fast curves, it feels like the B—with
a great deal more body roll—while on slow
bends the understeer really sets in and you
have to haul on the wheel like the helmsman
on the Cutty Sark in a hurricane.

Wheel rim size has gone up from 14 to 15
inches, and fatter radial ply tires are fitted.
All this in conjunction with the extra weight
of the engine makes steering ultra heavy.

In order to overcome some of the problem
the steering ratio has been lowered. It now
takes 3.5 turns, lock-to-lock, instead of three,
which may help steering effort somewhat but
definitely worsens controllability. Also in
order to combat the extra weight up front,
power-assisted [ I-inch disc brakes replace the
10.7-inch MG-B discs and wider drums are
used at the rear.

All in all the MG-C isn’t an improvement
of the B and it will very likely be a disap-
pointment to MG fans who were expecting an
all-new chassis and powerplant. Instead it’s
an evolutionary model that should point out
once and for all the dangers of inbreeding.

On the other hand, somewhere deep within
the MG works is a B with the 2.5-liter
Coventry-Climax V-8. . .. —Mike Twite
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UNCAR!

Put the fun back into your driving
life...in a MEYERS MANX. This
little go-anywhere, do-anything
son-of-a-Beetle is the perfect
answer to the second-car
problem. It's just as much
fun driving to work as it
is bashing the boondocks !

Dealerships available.

Send 50c¢ for brochure.

B.F. Meyers & Company
Box 71244-C5

Newport Beach, CA 92660

’
IT'S TIME

FRONT & REAR s .
Wide range of colors. = = :
Matching or contrasting 100% original . @
trim. Send for catalog Es’:f;‘“'t ':3"995"33 . .
showing color and texture € as used in . .
swatches. Enclose 50¢ {?3&%&?35- 4 .
(refundable with order) % . g g
to cover mailing. IMPERIALS . Study car styling :
AUTO-MAT CO. : 1 automotive or product design from =
B23 Park Ave., Hicksville, N. Y. 11802J : working professionals, Accredited col- 2
. Bacheier's Degree. Terms: Feb.,
2 . Founded as Arl Center School
% a, \f'\l !e Carl Douglas, 5353 West Third =

v = . f i *

Send 25¢ fo . m & . St Los Angeles, California 90005, :

things for Pn{§' and VW. T . Art Center %

College %
.. of Design .-

®enaennt”

No Slip.
No Flip.
Great Grip!

Dayco’s New DS 4 7 Racing Belt
The Choice of NASCAR Champions

Get with a winner. Get Dayco's DS +7 Racing Belt. Cool belt for

hot cars. Designed exclusively for et it i e e et

high speed engines. Proved in over | Dayco Corporation 1

a million miles of tough NASCAR | Automotive Replacement Sales |
I l
I [

competition. The Choice of Champions. 333 West First Street
No flip. No slip. Great grip. Ask Dayton, Ohio 45401

for the Checkered Belt. It stays in
| Please rush me Dayco Racing Belts @ |

the groove. See your local Automotive e
Accessories Supplier or use the | $5.00 each, plus FREE Decals. The outside circum- |
attached coupon. Dayco Carporation, ference of my old belt is inches, (Enclose |

Automotive Replacement

Sales, Dayton, Ohio. A_ check or money order.) '
Free Official Dayco Racing | Name 1
Team Decals with each belt | DAYCO [

purchase. j Address }
DAYCO 1 city State Zip |
CORPORATION RUBBER PRODUCTSOMstoN b —— — — =

AUTOMOTIVE REPLACEMENT SALES : DAYTON, OHIO  Capyrigat 1965 1 Dageo Carporation
117



