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Jim McCraw's belief in performance cars 1s as
deep and abiding as his interest in ediling the
magazine Super Stock—an authoritative and
esponsible voice in the world of motor sporis.
We arranged for Jim to give our '69 GTO
ecial pre-new-car-announcement, behind-
ene run-through at Ubly Dragway and
asked for reactions. He reacted.

nce upon a time, a division of General

Motors decided to factory-build what a

lot of barked-knuckle chaps were trying to
glue together in their backyards.

Under the unwieldy title of Gran Turismo
Omologato, the first GTO saw the light of
day in 1964.

Ever since, that GM division, Pontiac, has
been adding to the stature of this very parti-
cular car, and we have watched the rest of
the industry fielding their own versions with
varying degrees of success.

Even so, it's a pleasure to get back to the
original —The Great One, Pontiac calls it—and
find out what GTO has done for us lately. We

vealed in all its glory. Scoops grab the air, and the outside tach you can order records what happens. Shol

with its hat off.

weren’t disappointed with the '69 version.

Our test car might have been equipped
with a few more items than we'd normally
prefer for our kind of work. But it seemed
none of them got in the way of the GTO’s
ability to make tracks.

What we were really glad to have was the
400-cubic-inch Quadra-jet Ram Air V-8,
fitted with 4-speed Hurst-stirred box and a
3.55 at rear. New for 69 are manually
controlled flaps for the carb ducts. Very
useful in bad weather.

We also felt good about the beautifully
quick power steering and the powered single-
piston discs at front.

The strip at Ubly, Michigan provided the
pavement. And the result of our week’s
sojourn leads us to believe The Great One is
intent on hanging on to its years-old reputa-
tion when the ’69s are available in quantity.
So much so, we sincerely doubt that GTO
fans are going to look elsewhere for their
automotive kicks.

One other thing. GTO’s competing
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Ubly recorded with the new, single-piston front discs. Order a set, if you want. Visuals prove
with our Great One,

brethren are not as solicitous of creature
comfort as was our Limelight Green edition.
Comforts like big, cushy bucket seats either
side of the center-mounted console. Like
upper-level ventilation that lets you have out-
side air with the windows up. Like a special
handling package and Wide-oval Redlines
that firm up beautifully in the corners to
inspire real confidence.

This is truly an automobile that reacts
in a very positive fashion . . . the way any-
body who loves cars reacts when he watches




Engines:

Bhp @ rpm
Torque (lb.-ft.)
Type
Bore & Swroke
Displacement (cu. in.)
Compression Ratio
Minimum Allowable
Combustion Chamber
Volume (cc.)
Carburetion
Camshaft Duration (deg.)
—intake
—exhaust
—overlap
Camshaft Lift @
Zero Lash—intake
—exhaust

Standard
350 @ 5000
455

OHV V-8
412 x 3.75

400
10.75:1

65.0

410 = 011
413 = .017

Optional
2-8BBL

265 @ 4600

@ 2800 445 @ 3600 445 @ 3500

OHV V-8
4.12 x 3.75
400
9.2:1

269
277
47

376 = 011
412 = 011

400
Ram Air Ram Air IV
366 @ 5100 370

OHV V-8 OHV V-8
412 x375 4.12x3.75

4600 400

10.75:1 10.75:1

65.0 65.0
4-88L 4-B8L
& Auto,
288 273 308
302 289 320
63 54 87

414 = 011 520 = 011
413 = 011 620 = 011
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Heavy-duty Moraine-400 main and rod bearings. Flat-top pistons with valve indents.
High-performance hydraulic valve lifters and springs. Manual transmission lash, limited-
travel hydraulic lifters standard on Ram Air IV engine, Large diameter valves—2.711" intake.
1.77" exhaust (1.96" and 1.66" on 2-BBL). Dual exhausts, low-restriction mufflers. Power-Flex
fan. Low-restriction air cleaner on 350 and 366. Functional hood scoop and air trap option
on Ram Air and Ram Air IV's. High-output cam and springs. 4-bolt main-bearing caps.
Transmissions: A fully synchro. heavy-duty, 3-speed with Hurst floor shifter is standard.
Ratios are 2.42:1. 1.61:1, and 1.
Next come two version nized, aluminum-case 4-speed with Hurst
fioor shifter: Wide-ratio—2.52:1, 1.88:1, 1.46:1 and 1.00:1. Close-ratio (available only with
3.80:1 and 4.33:1 axle ratios for special driving)—2.20:1. 1.64:1, 1.28:1 and 1.00:1.
Then there's our new heavy-duty. 3-speed torque converter Turbo Hydra-matic. its lever
mounted on the steering column. Ratios are 2,48:1, 1.48:1 and 1.00:1, with a total
torque multiplication at the start of 5.70:1 (5.09:1 with 2-BBL). The governor is set for
mum automatic upshift at 5000 rom.

~ommodate the shift lever for all floor-shift transmissions when ordered.
Steering: Recirculating ball bearing steering gear. Standard ralio is 24:1. Power steering
is 17.5:1.
Suspension: Heavy-duty coil springs have wheel rates of 91 and 110 pounds per inch.
frant and rear. Diameter of stabilizer bar 15 17,
We'd suggest you try this already heavy-duty standard suspension before you make up
vour mind about the stiffer shock absorbers we have available.
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Brakes: Diameter
disc brakes are availa Diamete, : swep! area.

2.2 5q. in. Power front

Capacities: The gas tank holds 21.5 gallons. Oif capacity is § quarts, § with filter.

Radiator holds 17.8 quarts.

Axle Ratios:

Standard
Axle Ratio

Ram Air

366 bhp 3- of
Ram AirfV gutomatic

the heavy-duty 3-speed or close-ratio 4-speed and
combinatio require extra-cost ems such as a heav
special brakes and speedometer gear adap, Be sure
train specifications for this information.

Special-order Axle Ratios

W

tof W w

2 sure you order the car with

1 ratio. Certain special-order
uty radiator, limited-shp differential,
e your dealer's detailed power

Total Final Drive Ratios:

Estimated Shipping Weight, Ibs.
Model Engine
265 bhp
: bho
360 bhp & Ram Air IV
265 bhp
Convertible 350 bhp
3J60 bhp & Ram Air IV

Hardtop

128 1.00
NA,

Ibs./hp Auto.

MPH

per 1000 rom
i high gear

Ibs.[hp

3.42
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4-speed box ties in with Hurst T-handle, floor-mounted to produce the
numbers on outside hood tach (a real buy for the mone
‘f'. o

1
The Judge’s arrival is co]orquy announced with the 60" spoiler and
special Rally II wheels fitted with black Polyglas tires you can order.
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A e —|
The front office. Bucket seats, no-nonsense instrument panel, and plenty
nd do vour driving in comfort.
T
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One day, you, too, may become Feature Editor of Hot Rod maga-
zine. But you better work hard. Or change your name to Steve Kelly,
the guy who presently holds the job and likes it very much. Which
includes such joy as being the first to test the newest of Pontiac's
Break Away Squad at Ubly Dragway. Listen to what he's got to say
after our specially arranged test session.

o here it come. A Pontiac bountifully endowed with red-orange

paint, blackened grille, exposed headlights and a spoiler (yep, a
spoiler) running more than the full width of the rear deck, and look-
ing every tough inch of it like older brother Billy.

Here come the Judge. The Judge—Pontiac's special version of the
car that started it all. A new name, but also a new game that's
bound to discourage the performance-minded competition for many
months to come.

We first met the Judge at Ubly Dragway, about 100 miles north of
Detraoit, an attractively remote spot, where one can get familiar with
just about anything without the rest of the world looking over one's
shoulder. We were impressed with the way this Pontiac newcomer
loocked. With the way it went.

The Ubly asphalt permilted some great results! Even though this
car was absolutely showroom.

All testing was accomplished with the standard, 366-hp, 400-

ole thing rerHy starts inside the 400 Ram Air’s intake
[shown above].

We worked for years to make this 400 Ram Air the smoothest in the
business. To some, it's the most beautiful, too.

VEHICLE SUSPENSION
Pontiac GTO/The Judge Front ....................Heavy-duty coil
ENGINE Rear .....................Heavy-duty coil

Cylindars Stabilizer cvvee...1.00-in. diameter
1';} 151 cr? R A Tires L Gre-14
D(IJN, anad s I‘[r , - JEP TP — Rims 6-in.-wide
iepaatemor : 3 = Steering gear:
Compression ratio ................10.75:1 TVYPE .eevovvvnrenn......Saginaw power
Horsepower .................366 f7 5100 Ralio 17.5:1
U_T_’“_‘f"l' [k'-l-ls QI]]J(I.T]U Turning circle ...................40.9 it.
Lad E:;I‘:'H'J.slt. Sl ';'?., 'ml Turns of steering wheel,
Camshaft: BER A
Lift ........... .414 intake, .413 exhaust AT
Duration ......288° intake, 302° exhaust DIFFERENTIAL
Carburetion ...........1 4-bbl. Quadra-jet TYPE --ovuvvesessnnnnaanan...Limited Slip
Exhaust Ring gear diameter ..............8.125 in.
system. .Dual w/low-restriction muffler Ratio ey 30021
N y
TRANSMISSIO!R DIMENSIONS
Type: Close-ratio 4-speed w/Hurst shifter .
Ratios: 1st eeveieereeneeans..2.2001 Wheelbase .o
Zntl wsoneenerE vieee.. 18451 Fronttrack ..o
Ard s L....1.2811 Rear track ....... . ciidavieiiiaviiia
ath ....o.ooooooiii.o100:0 Overall height .. 3
Overall width .. 5.8
BRAKES Overall length ...................201.51
Type .............Disc, front: Drum, rear Shipping weight .................3513 lbs
Dimensions: Fronl ................11.1 in. Test weight, pre-production car .....N.A,
Sweplh @pga .ol dal s 323.6 5q. in. Crankcase capacity ....oovueeievnenn 5 gt.
REBAL ivsavivawaseses 0.8 N Cooling system .......cciiiiivinanes 17.8 qt.
ve....269.2 5q. in. L ) L e L 21.5 gal.

Swept area coivoeviiean

Some of th
your local f

W illustrated, described ir

er far availability and cost

copy or referred 1o

cubic-inch V-8 with Ram Air, attached to a 4-speed box with Hurst
arm (the latter two items for your ordering)—a combination which
strikes us as the ideal setup.

We're told there's a floor-mounted 3-speed or an automatic job
available. But we wouldn't expect the same flexibility or enjoyment
inherent in the 4-speed.

So here it is. Pontiac's newest method of putting the competition
in deep thought. Customer reaction will play the ultimate role in
planning this car's future. But we'll be so bold as to say it won't
tanke very long for the Judge to reach top rating. And il the popu-
larity of the new breed of performance car starts to slide, this one
will be there unlil the very last.

Remember that name—the Judge.
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Up top we pose our beauly—all 350 cubic inches of it. Then come some details

The 350 H.O. power source is standard on Firebird H.O. (shown above), and available (if you order it) on all Engine: Axle ratios:
Tempest, Custom S and LeMans models (the convert is our example, above). Sorry, not on wagons. N 325 @ 5100 rpom Standard Avallable Special Order ol the air breathing apparatus leading from scoop fo carb; and below, a close-up

Torgue (1. «fL).coovivivivsseionsasses 380 @ 3200 rom Ratio/mph @ 1000 rom  Ratiofmph @ 1000 rom  Ratiofmph @ 1000 rpm of the standard dual exhausts. Look great. Work great.

DB s s S TG T N R OHV V-8 4-B8L i hugh gear in high qgear n high gear oo 2

Bare & Stroke. ... .. .. . . .......388x2375 355:1/21.4° Transmissions: A fully synchro 3-speed, mounted an the

Displacement (ot In.) . . ... viiiiinininnn e— .11 Eirahire Manual 3.36:1/22.6* ‘?' OE‘J'-U? ?',; column, 15 standard. Also available are a heavy-duty 3-speed.,

Compression Ralio. . ............. U 11 el e - . e a manual 4-speed and 2-speed automatic. Each can be

Minimum Altowable Combustion Chamber Volume (ce.) . .61.0 Automatic 3.23.1/23.5 2.78:1/27.3 floor-mounted. And the shifter for each can be accommodated

arbureti 5 e @ 3.08:1/24.7 by the console.
CErBUrOHON = o ¢ i s i S R .. 4-8BBL 5.36:1/22.6 = "5.1;2}_41

Camshalt Duration—intake . . . . . .. 288" (man.) 273" (auto.) Manual 1195 5t B
—exhaust.. .. .. 302" (man.) 289" (auto.) Eﬂi«ﬂiﬁss 3.23:1/23.5 3.90:1/19.5t
Camshalt Lift @ Ze -'J'Et.'ffr‘w ...... I‘?J s o m:‘:m') LeMans . i ~ 308?1’?4?
: @ Zero Lash—intake .414 (man.) 410 (auto.) Automatic 3.23:1123.6 % 3.36:1122.6
. . —exhaust 413 (man.) 413 fauto.) 3.55:1/21.4"

T wilh air conditioning *not available with air condilioning fwith or without air conditioning
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Dress-up Rally I wheels can be ordered with Polvglas cord tires and front discs.

Talk about Dean Batchelor and you talk about one of the most knowledge-
able automotive journalists in the western world. Editorial Director for
Bond Publishing Company (Road & Track and Car Life Magazines), Dean
adds our '69 Firebivd 400 H.O. to an astounding list of machinery he's
handled during his long writing career. Here are some of his impressions,
noted during a series of super-secret test runs at the Waterford Hills road
course outside Detroit.

_~—_ If you like your styling bold, exciting and thoroughly contempo-
o, Rl s Gyt ) el
R rary, then you'll like Pontiac’s 69 Firebird 400. Pontiac designers

have purposely kept superfluous ornamentation to a minimum.
The hood-mounted tach (which 1 consider a styling feature) took some
getting used to, but it certainly is visible and in the direct line of sight.
Admittedly, front-end styling follows the Pontiac family styling theme,
but my own personal preference (not necessarily a typical reaction)
would be to see less overhang at the front.

Put it all together, though, and the F-Bird is a handsome automobile,
one of the most distinctive of the growing number of American Ponycars.

The general interior layout of the 400 suits me almost perfectly.
Perfection could be achieved, for me anyway, by a slight relocation of the
shift lever. The Hurst shifter for the 4-speed unit works beautifully. |
couldn’t ask for a smoother operating unit.

But, I found myself reaching for first and third. This probably has to
do with my favorite driving position, which is *'seat-all-the-way-back™ —
and should not necessarily be construed as representative of the average
Firebird driver. That is why the Firebird comes so close to suiting me
as an enthusiast driver.

The interior is one of the most pleasing of the contemporary American
cars—luxurious without being gaudy.

As to performance, what can be said? The 400 H.O. represents nearly
the top end of the Firebird series (the 400 Ram Air 1V option being the
ultimate). And, of course, the Pontiac philosophy of building to buyer
specifications permits a bewildering array of equipment that can turn an
“*economy” model into a banker’s delight.

Our driving was accomplished with a 400 H.O. 4-bbl. Quadra-jet V-8
driving through a 4-speed close-ratio gearbox. Such niceties as variable-

See that redline?

Don't fool wi h it

4

5 X = e -
You can add our sports steering wheel. Order exhaust splitters—great sound!

ratio power steering, tilting sports steering wheel, power brakes with
discs at front and power windows arc among the items specified when
the customer wants his performance luxurious. My preference runs to
high-speed touring rather than accelcration, so 1 like the 350 H.O. with a
cruising axle (say, 3.08 to 1), 3-speed Turbo Hydra-matic and air
conditioning. But that doesn’t mean this setup would be perfect for
every buyer.

Which brings me to a favorite topic . . . the American Grand Touring
car. This is what Firebird really is. A domestic GT in the truest sense of
the word. Fast. Quiet. Comfortable. Reliable. And serviceable. It's time
to build an image for the American-style GT. And Firebird is one of the
leaders in establishing that image.

Seatin
g
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RAM AIR IV

* Automatic Transmis
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Sports steerin
placing the t

consult the m I anc
Bill Sanders is officially listed as
litor. A further flip through the pa

1 /. Bill met our brand-new Grand
Prix under exacting, behind-the-wall tryouts
during : to Detroit (and environs).

Wilh the introduction of the 1969 Grand
Prix,

Pontiac once again exhibits the
one-upmanship they've been famous for in
recent years. For here seems Lo be the signal
for a new generalion of cars. We now enler
the era of the elegant performance

Our first test car was the Grand Prix, Mc

ubic-inch V-8 developing ils

800 rpm and 472 Ib.-fL.

rpm. With its 3-speed Turbo

Hydra-matic, we found performance surpris

ingly brisk for a car carrying a full load o

luxury equipment, erything happens so
smoothly and quietly.

Our second GP, fitted with 4
speed box and 3.90:1 re:
amount of enthusiasm.

But we still maintain the Grand Prix is not a
sports car, so don’t expect it to handle like one
But the handling still surprises. The 118-inch
wheelbase and suspension combination make
for an ideal package. Steering remained pleas-
antly neutral, and there was little tendency to
lean or sway, even in the tightest corners. The

[ ot-plus hood (longest of any in the U

s you the notion that you're
wheeling an old Bugatti Rovale. But the total
feel is that of a car with a much shorter wh
base. And let's don’t forget braking. With

h thi
dea. Why ne

caliper, power

er these on the

GP, Model ]), we were able to count on excel-
lent stopping ability

nfort? Consider it premium. The driver

We felt more sec

bucket seats. The ift lever is located per-
fectly, regardless of seat position. The silence
is uncanny. You feel like you‘re in a glass pent-

GRAND PRIX 428
specifications

Engine: |

Transmission:

¢ iy i Y "

house completely insulated from the rest of
the world.
So here comes Pontiac bringing a solid per-
\ance image into the realm of the luxury
automobile. They've pioneered before. |
S S a firm con-
stablishing a new

GRAND PRIX 428 H.0.
specifications
Engine:

Transmission
dr 1

¥ i i f I 1y
¢ Dimensions: i Final Drive Ratio: .
t s . Teaf T4-in dia x ..: _'..!
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Take your choice, both superior, of the Tempest Hardtop or Firebird Convertible Sprint. Just the way we've shown them above
de

h our own Sprint g. any other Tempest, Custom S or LeMans that we fit with our Sprint combo (any of’ ) . o Binon b Bnns BB ] i iniein te
except wagons) you might have in mind. America's strongest OHC 6, with a compression ratio of 10.5:1, is standard. So is this 4-BBL carb. i, R e om. ... e :
So is this 3-speed box, mounted on the floor. And heavy-duty shocks and sway bar. ; TN S C64-88L....... 4-88L xle Ratios:

' The Sprint Package

manual
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