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A 25-year-old toolmaker, LaVerne Ben-
ner is now into his fifth year racing
Junior Stockers, and race them he does.
His latest race car, a '57 Chevy model
150 two-door, carries the banner of Stahl
Engineering, York, Pennsylvania, not
only because it's quick, but because it
is virtually a test lab on wheels. An im-
posing set of Stahl headers is visible
at left, along with a view of the Chevy
making it off the line at Indy '68. A
lot of buddies helped to set the chassis
up for the quarter-mile sprints, includ-
ing Mike West, Jay Ziegler, and Vince
Hamm. You need the bodies to do a job.

TEST BENCH

From all outward appearances, that 292-
inch '57 Chevy mill runs only a factory
injection system. LaVerne revealed that
he believes in Forgedtrue pistons, re-
sized rods, “trick” rings, milled and
cc'd heads by Tony Pizzi, a modified
Prestolite transistor distributor, and 11-
inch Schiefer clutch and steel 'wheel.

owner- Stahl Engineering
York, Pennsylvania
car: '57 Chevrolet
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LaVerne Benner operates the Stahl Associates test bench —a piece
of lab equipment beat into the shape of a '57 Chevy Jr. Stocker

Around back we find Koni shocks, Air-
Lift springs and bags, a single Stahl
traction bar. Inside that third member
are special heat-treated gears and a cap
on the left bearing saddle. Axles are by
Henry gears are 5.38:1 ratio. A lift
kit and wedges are being run up front
for weight transfer on those 110-mph
runs. Benner’s G/Stocker was number
two last year in the N.E.D. Pro-Stock
circuit. His e.t.’s are around 12.50. He's
also running a B-W four-speed, fitted
out with Hurst linkage. Housing is R.C,
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