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m | have a problem with my 1940
Ford coupe that | hope you can help
me with. | have installed a dropped
axle and after putting everything back
together, the arms on the spindles hit
the curve in the axle. Do you know
of a parts house that has spindles
o solve my problem? Or does some-
one rework the stock spindles? |
would appreciate your help.
Cecil Barnes
Richardson, Tex.

Guess you missed our article on in-
stalling dropped axles in our March
1976 issue. Yes, you do have a prob-
lem, but all you have to do is heat
and bend the steering arms so that
the radius of the arm where it comes
off of the spindle is tighter. You may
have to make it lower as well so that
the tie-rod will miss the radius rods.
You won't have much luck getting your
focal shop to do sorething like this.
Most will tell you that it can't be done,
but they are wrong as it has been
being done for years and all works
out well. Possibly you can send them
to Pete & Jakes or Hamilton Automo-
tive here in L.A., but usually this type
of work is done on the car with the
axle installed.

= | have been an avid reader of Rod
Action for some time and have found
it to be a valuable resource while
building my street rod. The time has
come for me to draw on your resources
directly. | am installing a 289 and
automatic combination in my '30 Ford
pickup and I've run into a snag. Some
years ago an article appeared describ-
ing a shortened version of a 289 water
pump necessary for this installation.
| need an address for someone that
can do this for me. This pump is very
necessary for the continuation of my
current project and | am hopeful that
you can supply me with Kugal's cur-
rent address, or perhaps another
supplier.
T. J. Steiner
North Huntington, Pa.
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Sorry, we don't have a good address
for Kugal either. But, if you are set on
shortening the pump, you can do it
yourself for pennies. Take the pump
apart and you’ll see what | mean.
You can gain about one inch in length
by merely pressing the hub and the
impeller turther onto the shaft and
then shortening the shaft. Take the
pump to a shop with a press and have
at it, you can pick up about half an
inch on each end. If you need more
than that, you will have to have the
impeller or hub removed from the
pump and then shorten the bearing
housing some. You can then have
everything pressed back together as
above. Basically that is what Kugal
did and you can get it done in any
shop that has a good press.

W Just finished your article, " '29 For
'76" in July Rod Action. Was interested
in how the engine mounts were made,
looks like a very good job. | am about
to put a '65 Ford 390 in my '48 Ford
truck. | was planning to use J. C.
Whitney motor mounts, but they no
longer make them available. Do you
have any ideas where | might find
some like the ones they have? Using
them would sure make the job
easier.
Carl Stahl
Union Dale, Pa.

You can use the Hurst mounts. If |
am reading the catalog correctly you
will need part number 177-6639 and
a set of through-bolt engine insulators
part number 137-4850. | have no idea
what these will cost, and please check
the part number to make sure they
are the right ones. I'm sure these are
the same thing that was offered by
J. C. Whitney.

m | am building a '29 highboy and |
read your article in the July issue of
Tom Utsuki's 29 and I'd like to know
what kind of Ford rear end he used
and any alterations required. Is there
any place you can buy a fiberglass '32

radiator shell and is a '29 radiator
enough to cool a small block Ford?
| was reading an article about a road-
ster and they had to move the seat
back to fit. My project is a coupe
but | am making it a roadster and
will | have to move my seat back? |
would appreciate any info on '29
highboy projects anyone has.
Dave Smith
Raymond, Wash.

The rear end in the Ulsukis' roadster
is a 1969 Mustang and it is stock ex-
cept for the mounting brackets that
were added. A ’glass radiator shell
can be obtained from several manu-
facturers, Ai is one of our adver-
tisers and should be able to help. Also
check with Wescoit’s in Gresham, Ore-
gon. Yes, a '29 radiator will cool the
small block Ford if it is in good shape.
Suggest you have it re-cored or buy a
new model A radiator to be on the
safe side. As for moving the seat
back, that depends on whether you're
5’-6" or 6'-5" and how much you re-
cess the firewall for the engine. Right
now I'd say you are at a wait and see
spot.

m | too was at Memphis last year,
and not only witnessed, but was a part
thereof of the doings. Somehow, not
under the influence of anything but
cola, | too leaped into the pickup truck
for a pass around the Hilton, to bare
my posterior. Fortunately | was en-
gulfed in such laughter at the thought,
that | was unable to stand, when the
pickup came out front. | promptly re-
gained my senses and split, to my
embarrassment. | promptly regained
my courage, but used my vehicle to
“moon’ on a single pass, my exhibi-
tionist desire satiated. You ask, how
can a grown man 31 years old and
unintoxicated do such a thing? | really
do not know. | was not ashamed of
what | did because at the time it
was funny. What | did not think about,
until | read Dick Wells' comments in
StreetScene, was quite obviously the
thoughts and reactions that the spec-
tators had of street rodders while at
the Hilton. Like it has been said, we
probably sent the image of the sport
back 20 years to “Hot Rodders.” What
they think of us is probably what |
think of the vanners ten fold.

Name Withheld By Request

®m | couldn't agree with you more.
Robert Hawk
Seattle, Wash.

®m I'm glad to see that a person of

your caliber has finally voiced an

opinion on the “Boob Nationals.” |

agree with you on your One-Way
column in the July Rod Action.

Ross

Acton, Mass.

W In regard to your editorial in the
July 1976 issue, "‘Boob Nationals."”
You are right to criticize the behavior
of these young people. These few do
spoil the reputations of thousands.
However, | do not feel it was neces-
sary to print the picture of the naked
contestants. Words would have been
sufficient to get the message across.
Especially when people of all ages,
including young teenaged boys, read
your magazine cover to cover.

(Mrs.) A.C. S.

m While we agree with your article in
the last issue of Rod Action one hun-
dred percent, we don't think that a
picture was needed to get the point
across. Knowing how effective your
literary efforts have been in the
past the message would have gotten
through just as effectively and you al-
tered the picture by bleeping the pic-
ture with a marking pen, preferably no
picture at all. Most of us are family
rodders with small children who like
to look through the magazine, if for
no other reason, just to look at the
nice looking rods. We would hate to
have 1o hide Rod Action from them.
We also feel strongly that any and all
offenders should be made to leave
any activities. We do not wish to be
subjected to any of their shenanigans.
If this kind of behavior is allowed to
continue, a lot of us do not plan to
support or attend the larger runs that
seem to attract that kind of behavior.
We feel that rodding should continue
to be good clean family oriented fun
that it has been in the past. Keep up
the good work and let's keep nudity
out of our magazine.
Peter A. Maldue
Burleson, Tex.

Agreed, ROD ACTION is an automo-
tive magazine, not a girlie book. Tex
thought long and hard about use of
this photo, as he explained in the edi-
torial . . . however, he felt that a
great deal of impact would be lost
without the photo. Apparently he was
correct, judging from the flood of mail
we have received on this subject.
Like Tex says the old man hit the
mule between the eyes with a chain
just so he could get the mule's
attention.

You probably have never noticed,
but it is also one of Tex's philoso-
phies never to show a photograph of
anyone drinking an intoxicating bev-
erage or smoking. We may never have
any of the lucrative beer and cig-
arette advertisers in ROD ACTION, but
that’'s the way the old ball bounces.
All of us at ROD ACTION tirmly be-
lieve in presenting the sport in its
best visage, mainly because we like
the sport, and we believe in the high-
est ideals of its practitioners. (]

Holley” Got You Covered.

Sleekly styled Holley-Mickey Thompson valve covers can
add a distinctive touch to any vehicle at very little cost. They are
available for most domestic V-8 engines in both polished
aluminum and special black Krinkle finish

Light. strong and rigid. M T valve covers help maintain a
tight gasket seal with the cylinder head to prevent oil loss. and
compared to stamped covers. they help reduce valve train noise

Street or strip, M ' T valve covers are lhe easy way to dress
up your engine.

Send $1.00 for the 1976 Holley Performance Parts

Catalog, Pt. No. 73000-6. Allow 30 days for handling. c-310
P.O. Box 749 Warren Mn
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The Racer’s Complete Reference Guide

Don't let the name throw you, this book is a street rodder’s treasure
chest. “The greatest reference source you could possibly find for bullding
a rod. | guarantee it'll save you big bucks,” says jn:n Thawley of Popular
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Practical Engine Swapping
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about installing an engine from one vehicle into another. It covers
every problem area you could face, such as: will it fit - buying
hardware * buying an engine * steering and suspension alterations
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?mnus ;nodsmuch more, Filled with photos and drawings. Order No.
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and by-pass valves, filters, fuel pump drives, ram tubes, installi ng.
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OF POLITICS AND THE ECONOMY

Finding things to write about for
this part of each issue is not always
oasy. Sometimes it is deadline time
before something moves me and
sometimes | go even beyond that.
But, this month it was easier. | just
returned from another event where
the host group did everything right to
have an event that would be worthy
of space in this or any other pub-
lication that deals with Street Rod
event type coverage. But, everything
being done right with the event will
not assure that the coverage of the
activities will ever be printed.

Time and time again we get let-
ters from groups and individuals that
feel they have been slighted by not
having some sort of coverage of their
event, regardless of size. But, let's
look back. Most of the time this com-
plaint comes after the event has
been completed. Prior to that the
date and any particulars were well
guarded and only those that were
close to the actual event had any
idea of what was happening and

By Joe Mayall

when. It’s impossible for members
of the press to find an event if they
don’t know where to begin looking
for it. So, my tip here is to let the
press be aware of what you are try-
ing to do well in advance of the date
and provide them with someone to

contact.
Now, I'm sure | can hear some of

you out there saying that you have
made the press aware of your event
and still you were not given the de-
sired coverage. This is the other
side of the coin, there are a limited
number of people available for this
type of coverage and there are a lot
of events that deserve some type of
attention each year. The schedule
may conflict with previously made
commitments, or the workings of the
publication production. However,
even through there is a conflict one
year, the information could well be
used the following year. The right
way to interest the press in your
events varies with the type of pub-
lication you are dealing with, but for

STREET RODS FOR SALE

Talk to anyone about street rods and our name is bound
to come up. That's because at Total Performance, Inc.,

we're strictly street rodding.

We manufacture most of what you need, and we stock
EVERYTHING for Deuces, A’s, and Ts.

Now Total Performance, Inc. introduces its TP”T” Roadster
FINISHED ! small block/auto, painted, upholstered,
and pin striped! For $3.00 we'll zip you off all the data
along with an-8 x 10 color four pose picture!
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New for '76, 100 page all new TP
Accessories & Suspension catalog $3.00.
Then get truckin'!

==\ 406 So. Orchard St, Rt. 5

TOTAL PERFORMANCE, INC.

Wallingford, Conn. 06492

(203) 265-5667

the most part just get the informa-
tion to them and let them know they
are welcome. Don't promise anything
you can't provide, and don’t try to
make the event suit the press—be
yourself.

Now, to the main reason for this
piece. As | said above, | just returned
from an event and that is what in-
spired me to have my say on the
subject. I'll tell you what happened
and see what you think. Last year we
got the information on the event
along with a request that we try to
attend. We were told all about what
the run had achieved in the past and
what we could expect in the way of
numbers of cars, events, etc. It was
a pretty appealing invitation and it
sounded like we would be able to get
enough material to justify the $1000
plus cost and the four or five days
away from the office. We looked at
our schedules and found that mine
was such that covering the event
would be easy, and | wanted to see
the area so all was great.

A couple of months before the
event, | called the coordinator and
told him I'd be there, when I'd arrive
and when | would depart. | asked for
information on the headquarters mo-
tel so that | could make reservations.
The event director told me that he
would take care of everything, there
would be no problem. Later, closer
to the event itself | checked in again
and everything was still A O.K.

What | am about to say should be
taken as information, | am a big boy
and | can take care of myself for the
most part, but the things that hap-
pened are the reasons that even
though the event may be a cracker
jack in every respect, it won't get
the best coverage.

Apparently after my phone conver-
sations with the event director, he
decided his job was done—the press
was on its way. There was no room
in my name when | arrived at the
motel, there were rooms available so
that was not a problem. The next day
| found my way to the event site and
made my way to the registration area
to check on press credentials and
some information about the schedule
for the event. | don't know who the
young lady on the desk was, but
she wasn't aware of me or Rod Ac-
tion Magazine being there. | was told
to check with the event director, he
was in one of the other buildings.
Being the day before the event, |
still didn't panic as everything was
going to be just fine as soon as |
located the famous event director.
Wrong again, the event director was
celebrating the event early and could
care less about my being allowed on

(Continued on page 80)
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IIIthough our own Tex Smith might be caught doing something especially
important at the moment (indoors or outdoors is the same to an older

hot rodder, you know), he'll get off the pot immediately so you won't have
to miss a single fact-filled issue.

When you find things piling up faster than you can take care of them,
pause for a moment . . .

If the doctor said two a day and you mistakenly took four, pause for a
moment . . .

If that new chromed front end just will not go back together correctly,
pause for a moment . . .

If you would like to build a new street rod, but can't find the full information
on how to do it, pause for a moment . . .

If you find your local newsstand sold out of ROD ACTION early every month,
pause for a moment . . .

i ]

PAUSE, AND CONSIDER GETTING YOUR ROD ACTION SUBSCRIPTION MAILED
RIGHT AWAY.

I_______‘________—__________'—'—-j
|

Subscription: 1 year, $11.25

add $1.50 for all other countries.
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.....................................................

2 years, $20.00 =

Subscription orders and changes of address should be sent to ROD ACTION, Circulation Dept., '
7950 Deering Ave., Canoga Park, CA' 91304, Allow at least 60 days for first copy of new sub-
scription to be mailed, or for change of address. Include old address, as well as new, and
address label from recent issue, if possible. Single copy $1.25. Subscription rate for U.S. $11.25; I



CB NOW OR CB LATER?
That's the real question.

A revolution is sweeping the world,
and it's not the kind that happened
in 1776 and the one whose anniver-
sary you're celebrating in 1976. At
the moment it's pretty much limited
to the automotive world and its
fringes, but it's a very real revolution
and one that no amount of effort is
likely to stop the tide. It's the ever-
mounting demand for installation and
use of CB radio in just about every
facet of the automotive sport, hobby,
or occupation.

Although some people are calling
this sudden and unrelenting need for
instant two-way communication be-
tween people a craze, a mania, or
short-lived popular fashion, I'm con-
vinced that it's not a fad, that it's
here to stay. It's got just too many
things going for it to be a passing
fancy, and | predict that some day in
the not far distant future CB radio
will be just as common as AM or
FM radio or 8-track stereo, maybe
even more so. Even the standard
heater, installed in most cars sold by
Detroit manufacturers, isn't needed
in the more temperate climates of the
United States. But we've found no
place where more and better com-
munications are not needed, or at
least wanted.

If you haven't yet installed CB in
your street rod, or if you've just put

FIBERGLASS

Front Fenders—(pass.) 1827/28, 31, 32-33 34
Master,—34 35 Std.—1937, 28, 40, 55, S56,
57,—(1/2 ton)—1931, 32, 36, 37/38, 39/40,
41/48, 55, 56, 57. Rear Fenders—(pass.)
1931, 32, 33-34 Master, 33-35 Std, 37-38—
(1/2 ton) 1931, 32, 34-36, 37-38, 41-46, Gas
Tank Apions—31, 32, 33-34 Master, 34-35
Std. Radiator Aprons—31, 32, 33 Master.
1931 Convertible Body.
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Write: Jim & Terry’s Fiberglass Division, Rt. 3
Box 32, Dept. RAA. Nashville, GA 31639 or phone (912) 686-3838

By Will O’Neil

it in and not had time to drive cross-
country and experience the untold
number of uses for this marvelous in-
vention, you really have some excit-
ing moments ahead of you. You've
undoubtedly read all about CB, since
just about every magazine you pick
up these days has an article on the
subject, but most of them have ex-
amined only the plaything aspects of
two-way radio, leaving out the many
practical uses or the psychological
benefits of keeping in touch with the
rest of the world while out on the
highway. Of course keeping in touch
means that you are a real part of the
experience, not just a listener. For
it's your feed-back that makes CB
different from just plain AM or FM
radio. With CB you really get in-
volved, and that's what it's all about.
And that's why the question isn't
whether or not you'll have CB, it's
whether you'll have it now or later.

How do | know all about CB? How
did | suddenly become a self-styled
expert on two-way radio, qualified to
discuss with intelligence a phenom-
enon which is just now revealing its
tremendous potential? Well, I'm not
an expert, just another street rodder
like yourself, but willing and anxious
to share my experiences with you.
The truth is, I've had my CB in the
'41 Merc woodie luat a little over

COMPLETE WOOD KITS
4 drs.—1927, 28, 31, 32, 2 drs.—1033 Town
Sedan, Coupes—33 & 34, 3 & 5 window,
1831 5 window coupe. 1931 & 32 Cabriolet.
1936 1/2 ton high roof. Some wood for
1927, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 coupes,
sedans & coaches. Attaching parts—Brass
screws, Stainless bodynails & carriage bolts.
Section Kits—Top kits, Door Kils, etc.
window channel kits, Felt, Welt & other
body materials. All parts made from original
Chevrolet patterns. Complete catalog $1.00.
S.A.S.E. please. We install wood in our shop.

three months, but in that short span
of time I've driven it over 6,000 miles
from coast to coast, a driving time of
about 120 hours. And I'll bet that CB
unit was on 110 of those hours.
Shortly after that trip | did it again,
this time riding shotgun in the ’47
Chevy, and this gave me even more
time to discover CB. You see, I'm
addicted.

Here are some of the ways that
CB came in handy:

Vineland, New Jersey isn't a big
city, population-wise, but it's a
sprawling farm community that's
pretty hard to find, and | couldn’t
find it. Not without help. And help
was forthcoming on my trusty CB
radio. A friendly motorist couldn’t
tell me exactly how to find Vineland,
but he was going there himself so
he told me to follow him, which I did.
And when | found Vineland, Joe Fer-
rante and every street rodder in town
were out looking for me with their
CBs to guide me to the right street
and the right house. There's no map
in the world that could have done
the trick any better.

Then there’'s Williamsburg, Virginia.
Williamsburg isn’t hard to find as you
come south from Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, but in a caravan of rods,
all with CBs, it's much easier to find
than with the road maps available. It
was easy to skirt the big cities and
the construction areas and take ad-
vantage of the scenic less-traveled
routes. With our competent leader,
Popeye, always keeping the front
door open, me watching the back
door, the other guys, including Sun-
shine, Paint Man, and Grave Digger,
could just pull up a rocking chair,
take it easy and enjoy the scenery.
Which they did, with all but Popeye
discarding all of our maps. When
everyone but me got through a green
light at an intersection, it was easy to
notify the front door, and the caravan
slowed down enough for me to catch
up. The only way to go! The trip to
Williamsburg of just a little over 300
miles was an enjoyable experience,
thanks to CB.

St. Louis, Missouri, in case you
haven't discovered it, has all kinds
of construction going on on both
sides of the city. While CB didn't do
away with the traffic problem we ran
into, it did make it a bit easier for us
to relax when we knew, via radio,
exactly how many more miles we had
to go to find easy sailing. Same for
the weather. Torrents of rain as we
drove through the mid-western states
was of great concern, but oncoming
CBers assured us that eventually
we’d be through the stormy area. And
those sudden patches of dangerous
fog on the open highway are no long-
er as sudden and no longer as dan-

gerous when you keep your ears
tuned for advance reports.

Ever find yourself running with the
gas gauge on empty, with no knowl-
edge of when or where you'd find a
service station? In the wee hours of
the morning? On Sunday? Well, that
happened to me east of Gallup, New
Mexico, on the way home in the
woodie. | knew | could make it to
Gallup, and | did. But as | ap-
proached the city there was nary a
gasoline station open at 4:30 a.m.,
and | was a bit concerned. Almost
as an afterthought | picked up the
microphone and asked for help, from
anyone listening. | was reassured by
a trucker that the west side had
plenty of stations open, and he di-
rected me to the big 76 truck stop, a
nice sight to see that time of day.
It was in that same city that an ex-
perienced trucker informed us that
you have to drive in the left lane
if you expect to get through town
without hitting a pedestrian or run-
ning into a lot of stop and go traffic.
We heeded the warning, and much to
our pleasant surprise, we didn't hit
anybody and we didn’t have any traf-
fic problems. Gallup is not an easy
town to get through.

Roadside problems, or potential
roadside problems, are much less
frequent when you make effective use
of CB, both for you and for the other
guy. Many travelers in distress are
aided quickly through use of their
radios, with someone to the rescue
almost immediately. The hood on the
'47 Chevy was not securely fastened
after one of our pit stops, and was
noticed by an oncoming trucker. We
immediately pulled over, fastened it
quickly, and thus avoided what could
have been a dangerous incident. At
other times we heard drivers being
warned of wheels that were wobbling,
gas caps that were missing, exhausts
that were smoking excessively, and
brakes that were burning.

Then there are the instant friend-
ships. Coming down the Cajon Pass
approaching San Bernardino on the
way home, we made contact with a
guy on a full-dress Harley two-wheel-
er pulling a trailer. Seems he hadn’t
been out this way for 30 years, was
on his way from South Dakota to
San Diego, and needed some guid-
ance on what highway to take. We
took the front door and guided him to
the right turnoff, have never seen him
since. But we trust that Whiskers
made it to San Diego O.K.

And so on. There's no limit to the
practical uses of CB. We've purpose-
ly omitted the smokies and how you
can out-fox them with your two-way
radio, but you've already heard about
that. Haven't you? |

J&S AUTOMOTIVE

1-314-441-1171

Complete Line of Accessories
Custom Tube Frames for Roadsters, T's, A’s, 32’s
Sedan & Coupe Frames
A & | Fiberglass Bodies & Parts
Total Performance Parts and Accessories
Challenger Equipment Parts & Accessories
Custom Fabricating on Parts You Design
Jag Conversions
Axles, Radius Rods & Springs
Brass Radiators & Lights
Disc Brake Kits
Windshield Frames & Kits
Tube Bending

Send $3.00 For A Catalog Today!
Refunded With First Purchase

1331 Harvestown Ind. Dr. Harvester, MO 63301

2 NEW Bops mRODS A
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Now a “T" with some room. Comes with opening
rear door, ull lirewall and dash, Also available

are o pass. side door, wood kit, windshield,
frame and udnuur Fils approx. 103" WB.

’ 928 [ ‘ ”
ROADSTER

Available with trunk or rumble seat and
a variety of dash and fwewall styles,
plus a full line of body parts and

Watch Rod Action
for arficles on

Roadsters.

Send $1.00 for owr vpdated 76 cofoleg listing bodies
and parts for 1923-20 Ford/1931-38 Chevrolet ond other street rod moteriol.

ANDERSON INDUSTRIES, INC. 5625 Furnace Avenue Elkridge, Maryland 21227 1-301.796-4382

Jiberglass

PRECISION MOLDED
FIBERGLASS PARTS

KEN FLANAGAN — GEL COATING FOR 26-34 FORDS

CONTACT US FOR FENDERS, RUNNING BOARDS,
SPLASH APRONS AND MUCH MORE. OUR PRODUCTS
FIT, ARE BUILT TO LAST AND LOOK GOOD RIGHT

OUT OF THE MOLD. (Send $.25 for price list).

POLI=FORMK
IDUSVYRIES

334-A Ingalls St.  Santa Cruz, Ca. 95060 (408) 427-0688
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50 you missed this year's Nation-
nla? Wow! Now that's a bummer. But
not all is lost, as long as you have
the patience to wait for the 1977 rod
run season to roll around, because
NSRA has some impressive plans
for next year. Starting in the spring,
there'll be the giant Street Rod Na-
tionals West in Phoenix. And close
on the heels, the Street Rod Nationals
South in North Carolina. Next up is
the Street Rod Nationals East in Bal-
timore, then the new event being
planned, the Street Rod Nationals
North, and there's still another new
one (to be announced soon for dates
and location) which will be known as
the American Cup Championship of
Street Rodding.

But the biggy, the International
Rodding Fair, which will incorporate
at the same location but on alternat-
ing weekends the Street Machine/

Van Nationals and the Street Rod
Nationals, will be the one to end all.
As in 1974, the International Rodding
Fair will be presented at the Minne-
sota State Fairgrounds, July 15, 16,
and 17 for the Street Machine/Van
Nationals segment; and July 21, 22,
23, and 24 for the Street Rod Na-
tionals. Start planning now; you can
even send for your entry forms by
writing to National Street Rod Asso-
ciation (NSRA), International Rodding
Fair, 3407 W. Olive Ave., #205, Bur-
bank, CA 91505. Or, if you're a mem-
ber of NSRA, you of course receive
monthly issues of StreetScene, in
which you'll find entry forms for
both events. In all cases, when you
correspond with NSRA on an event,
be sure to identify the event of your
choosing. Otherwise, you might get
the wrong entry form, and you'll look
a little silly driving into the Street
Machine/Van Nationals in a '34 Plym-

outh coupe. Get the idea?

Above all, if you dig street rodding
at all, get involved in one or more
of the events. There's nothing like
it anyplace in the world. There is no
other place in the world where you
can see thousands (not a few hun-
dred, but thousands) of beautiful cars
all in one place. More than one guy,
upon arriving at the Nationals for the
first time, has said, “Man ... I'm in
Heaven!" That's the feeling. Another
guy said, “It's like walking barefoot
into a room filled with nude lovelies
and being able to jump up and
down.” Agreed, that's reaching a
little for a good description of the
true feeling of attending the Nation-
als of your choice, but it makes the
point: You are a part of something
when you're there, and that some-
thing is what's happening in auto-
sports today.

if it's that great to be there to see
it, imagine the feeling of pride if
you're there with your own car,
whether it's a street rod, a street ma-
chine, or a van. The beautiful part of
street rodding is that anyone can
participate. As one youthful car own-
er put it, “I've had this five-seven
(pointing to a nice '57 Chevy) for
years, and I've been saving my money
to get it competitive for drag racing.
I've never won anything. To come
here (to the Nationals) | didn't have
to do anything to it, and I'm a part
of this great event.” In other words,
no matter what you're driving, there’'s
a place for you in Nationals Week.
If you've got a pre-1949 street rod
of any type or description, you can
have your “fun with cars” at the
Street Rod Nationals. If you've got a
non-stock, non-racing, street legal
machine, pickup truck, dune buggy,
or van, you qualify for participation
in the Street Machine/Van Nationals
segment of Nationals Week. It's that
simple.

Not only can you be a part of it,
but you might also realize the pres-
tige of special recognition. You
know, virtually all rodding magazines
cover the Nationals (including the
Nats East, Nats South, Nats West,
Nats North, as well as the big Na-
tionals Week). And that means ““good
odds” for your car to be photo-
graphed by one of the many editors
in attendance, which will probably
result in a picture of your car, may-
be even a feature, appearing in a
quality monthly like this one, Rod
Action. Not a bad gig, you say; but
more importantly, it could be the only
chance you'll have of ever getting
your car featured.

To get a feature on your car in a
magazine might be a selfish reason
to trek to the Nationals, but it's a

possibility. Most rodders agree that
the most important—the most valu-
able—feature of the Nationals, and
participation, is all the friends you
make. And if you go to the events
year after year, you have the chance
of renewing those friendships on an
annual basis. That is very important,
because that's what street rodding,
as a hobby-sport, is all about.

NEW “FELLOW PAGES”

They're now out: All current mem-
bers of NSRA, and all new members
to join up in the future, receive the
“Fellow Pages,” that all-important
directory of street rodders who wil-
lingly list their phone numbers so
that other members of NSRA, when
traveling, can call upon them for
help if needed. Granted, the “Fellow
Pages” directory was designed as a
reference for rodders in trouble, a
place where they could find the
name and phone number of another
rodder who would willingly help out,
it only with advice (where to get
emergency service and so on). But
the “Fellow Pages’” have taken on
a new dimension. Now, it seems, the
traveling rodder will just phone a
fellow member in a distant location
to say “hello.” And, in some cases,
the conversation goes like this, “Uh,
say, do you by any chance know of
any good vin-tin available in this
area...?"

The “Fellow Pages" is really sym-
bolic of street rodding, which takes
pride in the aura of friendship and
comradeship which prevails through-
out the sport. From helping hand
endeavors to just friendships, that's
what stsreet rodding, as a hobby-
sport, is all about. And, of course,
having fun with cars, but free of
extensive rules, regulations, and
regimentation.

If you're into street rodding, but
not a member of NSRA, the time to
do it is now. For ten dollars a year
(that figures out to something like
less than 20¢ a week), you get an
official membership card, a couple
of decals, monthly issues of Street-
Scene magazine, the member's news
monthly, and your copy of the “Fel-
low Pages.” More importantly you
get a chance of having your own
name and phone number in the next
issue of the “Fellow Pages,” but only
if you want to be listed. You can
send your name and address direct-
ly to NSRA at 3407 W. Olive, #205,
Burbank, CA 91505, with the $10.00
annual fee, or use the coupon which
accompanies this column. Or send to
NSRA for the membership applica-
tion brochure, in which NSRA and all
its services are reviewed. But do it
now. ]
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UNITED WE DRIVE. DIVIDED WE PARK.

STREET. RODDERS UNITE!

Remember the talk about a year ago? Many were saying street rods were ,
an “‘endangered species.”” Things are getting better in some sections of
the country . . . but there are still legislative problems on the horizon,
legislation which could be cause for street rods becoming extinct. Get
behind the National Street Rod Association, unite with others who support
the organization working for you. To protect your right and privilege to
own, build, and drive a street rod or street machine.

Join NSRA today to demonstrate your support of the street rodding
sport’s only organization working for you. You’ll receive your official
NSRA membership card, windshield decals identifying you as a rodder,
and monthly issues of the street rodding sport’s only news monthly,
StreetScene, All for a single membership fee . . . and plus protection.

Join the ‘“Street is Neat!’’ Bunch:
STREETSCENE/NSRA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Mail directly to:
NATIONAL STREET ROD ASSOCIATION
3407 W. Olive Ave., No. 205
Burbank, Calif. 91505 213/849-7711
Ore year. $10 Q Check here only if you are renewing
Tvo years, $18
Three years, $25
Five years. $40
Lifetime Membership. $175

O Check nere if you are enrolling in the
Street Machine/Van Division.
My total amount enclosed is: $

I’'m with you! | want to support the street rodding sport, so_ I‘m joining
NSRA. Enclosed is the correct amount: Start my StreetScene subscrip-
tion at once, and send me my decals and official membership card.

Name

Address

City/State ZiP
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BLACEK MAGIC

I'he folks at Keith Black Racing Engines show us what
it takes to build a high performance Mopar small block.

By Dave Emanuel

Of all the street rods built and/or
rebuilt each year, only a very small
percentage are powered by something
other than a small block Chevrolet.
And while this engine is an excellent
choice, many Mopar afficionados grit
their teeth with displeasure at the men-
tion of anything other than a Chrysler
produced powerplant.

While the 426 Hemi has received a
great deal of attention, the physical
size and weight of the big block fre-
quently make its use in an early rod
impractical. But the Hemi isn't the
only engine in the Mopar lineup. The
“A" series small block .has been
around since 1967 and the later 340-
and 360-cubic-inch versions can be

turned into excellent street rod moti-
vators.

Since the name Keith Black Racing
Engines is closely associated with
high performance Mopar engines,
Black's facility (11120 Scott Avenue,
South Gate, CA 90280, (213) 869-1518)
seemed like the logical place to find
the information needed to build a
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““A" series block types are easy to identify, displacement is
Z cast into side just below deck surface.
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If all else fails, copper head gaskets are available from
Keith Black. Copper gaskets can be used repeatedly and
sometimes seal better than conventional types.

parts catalog.
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If Trans/Am heads are not avallable, and they usually
aren't, earlier model 340 units will do nicely, contain larger
valves than later heads.

Most “A” engines are fitted with hydraulic lifters and
therefore use non-adjustable rocker arm assemblies (top).
Adjustable assemblies are necessary with all mechanical
lifter cams and are available from the “Direct Connection”
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Small block Mopar does not respond well to conventional
porting techniques. Ports must be welded as illustrated to
significantly increase flow. Multi-angle valve job s
most sensible alternative.

Increased performance and gas mileage may be obtained
by matching port openings in the head and intake manilold.
Gasket may be used as a template to scribe outline

on mating surfaces.

sound high performance ""A" motor.
Bob Tarozzi does a considerable
amount of dynomometer research at
KB's and he had some excellent in-
formation pertaining to the preparation
of the small block "A" series engine.
The Chrysler small block began life
in 1964, displacing a miniscule 273
cubic inches. In 1967 boresize was
increased from 3.63” to 3.91” and
combined with a 3.31” stroke, the
larger bore increased displacement to
318 inches. The following year, bore
size was again increased, this time
to 4.04” for a total displacement of
340 cubic inches. A fourth bore size
modification was made in 1971, but
this time .040” was removed from the
cylinder diameter while the stroke
was lengthened to 3.58”, bringing
about 360 cubic inches. This four-
member family of engines is com-
monly known as the Mopar “A" series.
Building a high horsepower “A"
series engine is actually quite easy.
Chrysler Corporation's “Direct Con-
nection” parts program, offers vir-
tually all the components necessary to
build a full race engine so the search
for good equipment need go no further
than the nearest “Direct Connection"

parts catalog. Direct Connection parts
may be ordered from selected dealers
across the country, or directly from
Keith Black Racing Engines.

CYLINDER BLOCK

Virtually any “A" series block is
suitable for performance use if it is in
reasonable condition. Due. to the thin
wall casting technique employed by
Chrysler, cylinder wall integrity can
be a problem. If all cylinders will not
“clean” with a .020” maximum over-
bore, the block should be sent to the
boat anchor factory and a suitable re-
placement found. Chrysler did produce
a limited number of “Trans Am"
blocks in 1970, but these are ex-
tremely difficult, if not impossible to
find, and really unnecessary for street
rod use. (Any late model casling
should be totally adequate.)

Block preparation is extremely im-
portant, so all machine work should
be done by a reputable, competent
machine shop. If you don't have any
faith in your local machinists, you just
may be better off to crate the block
and ship it to Keith Black Racing
Engines.

Cylinder wall preparation is prob-

ably the single most critical factor in
determining engine life. Torque plate
boring and honing have been highly
touted of late, and with good reason.
The cylinder walls do distort when
the head bolts are cinched down.
Therefore, attaching a torque plate to
the top of the block, prior to finishing
the cylinder bores, enables the hone
to contact the cylinders just as the
rings will under normal operating con-
ditions. A Sunnen CK-10 or similar
machine should be used to power hone
the bores to their final dimension.
Then, just prior to final assembly, coat
the cylinder walls liberally with WD-40
and use a ball hone (attached to an
electric drill) to remove any rust and
break any sharp edges left by the
power hone operation.

Although not an absolute necessity,
it is advisable to have the block align
bored and/or honed. This will insure
that all main bearing saddles are
prdperly aligned. As a secondary
check, install the crank on well lubri-
cated bearings and torque the main
cap bolts to 100 ft.-Ibs. (leave the rear
main seal out at this point) and rotate
the crankshaft. If it spins through
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Mopar “A' engines need help in the oiling department.
Large diameter pump pickup tube and high volume pump

must be installed.

€3'€ \

Dual plane manifold should have center divider milled fo
improve fuel distribution and air flow.

As part of the oiling system improvement program, crank
oil holes should be chamfered.

several complete revolutions, without
binding, the main bearing saddles are
in proper alignment.

CYLINDER HEADS

If the "A" series engines have one
serious shortcoming it is cylinder head
design. The combustion chambers are
well shaped and promote good flame
travel, but conventional porting tech-
niques do not bring about the type
of performance increases that one
would expect from a ported Chevrolet
or Ford cylinder head. Welded and re-
shaped ports do vyield significant
horsepower increases, but this is a
rather expensive process. For street
applications, a good multi-angle valve
job and head-to-manifold port match-
ing will suffice.

If possible, find a Trans-Am cylinder
head casting. These are still available
from some Direct Connection parts
dealers, but they were produced in
limited quantities and you know the
rest. The T/A castings feature 2.02"
intake and 1.60” exhaust valves, but
their primary advantage is an enlarged
intake port cross section. This was
accomplished by moving the push-
rods away from the intake port walls,
allowing the ports to be widened.

Although all castings will inter-
change, the 1968-1971 340 heads are
the best to use if T/A units are not
available. These heads utilize 2.02"
intake and 1.60” exhaust valves where-
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as later models are fitted with 1.88"
intakes. Look for head part num-
ber P3690254, intake valve number
P3690230, and exhaust valve number
P3690231.

A noticeable performance increase
may be obtained by simply applying a
series of multi-angle cuts to both
valves and valve seats. The idea is
to shape the seat and surrounding area
to smooth air flow into and out of
the cylinder. It is best to start with a
70° cut to open the port just below
the valve. The valve seat itself re-
quires a 45° cut and a 15° cutter
should be used to smooth the transi-
tion into the combustion chamber. Seat
width should be set to .060” on the
intake and .065"-t0-.070” on the
exhausts.

Standard cast iron valve guides are
sufficient, but bronze wall inserts offer
some advantages. Bronze is more
compatible with the steel valves, so
valve stem wear will be reduced and
stem-to-guide clearance may be tight-
ened, which minimizes the chance for
oil to leak by the valve stem.

CAMSHAFT

Several cam profiles are listed in
the Direct Connection catalog and
many other grinds are available from
any of the companies that specialize
in high performance and racing cam-
shafts. A hydraulic grind with 284 de-
grees of duration and lift of .471”

(intake) and .474” (exhaust) is avail-
able under part number P3690213. This
grind was originally used in street Hemi
engines and later adapted to the “A"
engine. Two mechanical lifter cams are
also available. Part number P342018
is relatively mild (.485" lift, 266° dura-
tion) while number P3412016 raises
the valves. 520" and holds them open
for 286 degrees.

If the engine will be coupled to an
automalic transmission, it's best to
utilize one of the milder cams for in-
creased low speed tractability. Four-
speed equipped cars will respond well
to either of the milder or more
radical profiles, it just depends on
how rough an idle can be tolerated.
However, it should be noted that over-
camming should be avoided. If the in-
duction system, exhaust system and
rear end ratio are not properly co-
ordinated the more radical grinds will
actually hinder performance and make
the car difficult to drive,

VALVE TRAIN

Obviously lifter selection will be de-
pendent on the type of cam used. Many
of the Chrysler cams are furnished in
kit form with lifters, but when lifters
must be purchased separately, part
number 3549989 will complement the
various hydraulic sticks while number
2843177 is intended for mechanical
cams. Pushrods also differ according
to cam type with number 246543 suit-

able for mechanical tappets and
2899567 designed for hydraulics.

It doesn’t make much sense to in-
stall a performance camshaft and not
fit the heads with a new set of valve
springs. Original equipment springs
are not designed to accommodate
high lift cams and even in brand new
condition, their use can lead to pre-
mature valve float and possible cam
damage. Direct Connection valve
spring 3412068 will work well with any
of the previously mentioned cam pro-
files. They should be installed at a
height of 1.750” to provide a seat
pressure of 120 pounds. Use dished
steel retainers which may be obtained
from most of the specialty cam
grinders.

Most “A" series engines were orig-
inally fitted with hydraulic cams and
therefore used non-adjustable rocker
arm assemblies. When changing to a
high performance cam the adjustable
rockers must alsc be installed. It's
readily apparent that the valve lash
adjustments required by mechanical
cams make adjustable rockers manda-
tory, but even when employing one of

the hotter hydraulic grinds the adjust-
able units should be used. Since the
early 273 engines were fitted with
mechanical cams, the adjustable rock-
ers are a stock item (part No. 2806988)
and therefore fairly inexpensive. These
rockers will fit all cylinder heads ex-
cept the T/A heads which require
special units (3577076 right side in-
take, 3577077 left side intake and
3577078 exhaust). The two types of in-
take rockers are necessitated by the
offset pushrod location utilized by the
T/A head. In some instances, depend-
ing on the specific cam and valves
used, it may be necessary to install
special aluminum rocker shaft stands.
Direct Connection part P3690964 may
be used in the center and end posi-
tions while P3690965 will fit the inter-
mediate locations.

INDUCTION

To date, Tarozzi's dyno tests have
indicated that the Edelbrock Ld-340
dual-plane intake manifold provides
the best all-around power output at
low and mid-range rpm levels. When
using this manifold, the center divider

should be milled down to about %"
above the upper level floor. The cor-
ners, where the sides meet the divider,
should be radiused to reduce turbu-
lence and improve fuel distribution.

Holley's new Street Dominator and
Strip Dominator manifolds are single
plane units that look very promising,
but they haven't been tested by Taroz-
zi, so he doesn't have any comparative
data available.

In conjunction with one of these
manifolds, a Holley R-4788, 830 cfm
double-pumper carburetor will work
well if the engine is fairly radical.
Milder engines will find the R-4778,
700 cfm double-pumper more to their
liking. And in applications where good
low speed torque is a primary require-
ment, Holley's model R-6708 is an
excellent choice. This carb flows 650
cfm and has extremely small primary
throttle bores with very large secon-
daries. It is also a double-pumper and
will fit the standard Holley bolt pattern.

Carburetors and intake manifolds
usually receive an abundance of atten-
tion while the remainder of the fuel
system is ignored. However without a

Forged connecting rods are the hot tip for long term

durability. Sides should be polished and small ends bushed
to accommodate floating wrist pin.

Roller timipg chains resist strefch much better than stock
silent types. Chain and sprockets may be obtained from many
sources including “Direct Connection' dealers.

High compression 12:1 pistons may be obtained from
your local Mopar performance parts dealer. With the

quality of today's gasoline, it may be necessary to lower
compression to 10-11:1 range.
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Top performance can be achieved only if entire ignition
system is in top shape. Good quality silicone wires are a must.

o2

Distributors with tachometer drive provision are available from
Chrysler. These units have centrifugal advance only.

_ Chrysler magnetic impulse distributor is ideal for street
and race usage. Clearance between magnet and reluctor
should be .002"-,003" to insure proper pulsing.

good fuel pump and adequate fuel
lines optimum performance cannot be
expected. A Holley mechanical fuel
pump (P-6272) and 3s” fuel lines will
do the job nicely, and it's also a good
idea to install a high capacity fuel fil-
ter such as a Holley 62BP-149A,

OILING SYSTEM

Several exotic approaches have
been used to improve engine oiling
in full competition “A™ engines, but
for street use a few basic modifica-
tions will provide a more than ade-
quate flow of oil. The chief restrictions
in the “A" engine are pump capacity
and pump pick-up cross sectional
area. The most effective means of in-
creasing oil delivery is to fit the stand-
ard oil pump with larger rotors. A
special pump cover is needed to ac-
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commodate the larger parts and the
complete package is available either
from Moroso Performance Sales (part
No. 2273), Milodon Engineering (part
No. 19050) or Direct Connection (part
No. 2084354).

Depending on the type of oil pan
used it may be necessary to fabricate
a special oil pick-up. If a deep sump
oil pan is scheduled for installation,
Moroso pickup number 2470 should
fulfill the requirements. However when
a standard pan is utilized (which is
really sufficient for street use) the
Moroso pickup will not fit and a cus-
tom unit will have to fabricated. This
may be most easily accomplished by
bending a piece of one inch diameter
tubing to conform to the shape of the
original smaller diameter pickup tube.
It is also possible to adapt a Moroso
pickup to fit the shallower stock pan.

Chrysler also offers a windage tray
and attachment hardwaré (part Nos.

2531945 and P3690939 respectively).
Since oiling can be a problem in “A"
series engines, the tray should be
installed.

CRANKSHAFT

The 273, 318 and 340 engines share
a 3.31” stroke, and have common
bearing dimensions so the crankshafts
are completely interchangeable. How-
ever, there is really only one crank-
shaft to use, and that is part number
2843868. This is a forged steel crank
used in 1972 and earlier 340s. A DC
crank offering full radius fillets is also
available (part No. P3690905) but is
considerably more expensive and not
really necessary for a street engine.
The 380 crank contains larger main
bearing journals, a 3.58” stroke and
is available only in cast iron. It is
perfectly suitable for reasonable street
use.

As with an engine, the crankshaft

oill holes should be chamfered and
the journals Tufftided and polished.
Bearing clearance should be .002”-
.003"” on the rod journals and .0025”-
.0035” on the mains.

CONNECTING RODS

Chrysler offers a number of forged
connecting rods and all are suitable
for high performance street use. Part
number 2899495 is the standard rod
and contains a floating wristpin. If a
lot of high rpm operation is antici-
pated, the P3690641 is a better choice.
These units are magnafluxed, double
shot peened and side polished. They
are furnished with a special high
strength nut and bolt assembly. Both
rods are of the floating pin design,
so the small ends should be bronzed
bushed to accommodate the .984"
floating pin, and the rod should be
checked for proper center-to-center
length (6.123").

PISTONS

Virtually all after market piston man-
ufacturers offer pistons for “A" series
engines, but again the Direct Connec-

" tion route is probably the easiest and

most economical one to take. Part
number P3690824 is a forged 12:1
compression piston for the 340 and
is furnished with wrist pin. The same
compression ratio can be extracted
from a 360 by sliding eight P4007041
pistons into their respective cylinders.
Good quality gasoline is no longer
available so it is advisable to reduce
compression to the 10:1-11:1 range.

This may be accomplished by milling
the piston domes or removing ma-
terial from the combustion chamber.
TRW and Speed-Pro also offer pistons
for the "A'" engines but these too will
require machine work if they are to
be used in a street engine. With any
of these forged pistons cylinder wall
clearance should be set at .008-.010".

PISTON RINGS

Volumes have been written about the
selection, care and feeding of piston
rings. In most instances things all
boil down to a particular engine build-
er's preference. Virtually any good
quality piston ring will suffice. Chrys-
ler offers both standard and oversize
ring sets and the Speed-Pro division
of Sealed Power Corporation also of-
fers an excellent selection of chrome
and moly rings. Goed ring life can be
expected if end gaps are properly
set. Follow the manufacturer's rec-
ommendations.

IGNITION

Many late model Mopar engines
were factory equipped with a magnetic
impulse breakerless ignition. Virtually
any stock magnetic impulse distributor
will require only a reworked advance
curve for satisfactory operation. The
Direct Connection catalog lists a
number of pointless distributors in
addition to conversion kits for both
mechanical only and vacuum advance
standard distributors. Part number
P3690426 converts the standard vac-
uum advance distributor to fully elec-

tronic operation. Kit number P3690422
performs the same function when in-
stalled on a tach drive mechanical
advance distributor.

While installing the ignition all parts
—cap rotor and wires should be thor-
oughly inspected and any damaged
parts replaced. Both suppression and
metal core plug wires are available
with silicone-rubber jackets which of-
fer “increased resistance to engine
heat.

EXHAUST SYSTEM

Tubular exhaust headers manufac-
tured by Hooker are available through
Direct Connection paris dealers or
directly from Hooker. For street use
primary tube size should be held to
17" maximum. Two and one half
inch diameter exhaust pipes and Hemi
mufflers (part No. 2781300) will yield
maximum power with acceptable ex-
haust noise levels.

MISCELLANEOUS

It is obviously impossible to list
every part number for every applica-
tion within the confines of a monthly
magazine. Many other parts are avail-
able from Direct Connection dealers,
Keith Black Racing-Engines and other
independent suppliers.

With all these companies supplying
parts building a high performance
street A" engine has become fairly
easy. And if specific parts or informa-
tion is difficult to obtain, one need
only check with the folks at Keith
Black's for all the answers. |
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" KEITH BLACK RACING ENGINES,

This 360 incher is used for dyno testing at Black's shop.
Exotic oiling system is used to prevent dyno motors

from expiring prematurely. Indicates need for good oiling
system on street machines.

Black's facility in South Gate, California is a haven
for Mopar enthusiasts. A dyno, and extensive parts
department and a ‘'vast assortment of machinery are
all located at the site.
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GARAGE CGARS:

If you're strapped for cash, don't
know which way to turn to find the
necessary funds to get started on
your next rod, don't despair. Check
your real estate holdings. Maybe
you've got a tin mine right there in
your back yard, just waiting to be
turned over to someone who needs
it worse than you do.

That's exactly what Joe Ferrante
of Vineland, New Jersey, did, and
now he's able to get going full
blast on his latest project—a 1934
1V%2-ton Ford truck that will
become his motor home away from
home when it's completed, circa
1977. Joe and his family have so
many rod projects in different stages
that, in order to start another,
something had to go. In this case it
was a plot of land across the street,
rather than one of his choice rods.
Joe owns and drives a 1933 white,
pin striped Plymouth sedan,
while Joe, Jr. is putting the
finishing touches on his 1932 Ford
cabriolet. The Plymouth is up for
sale, but Joe's in no hurry to part
with it for the moment,

Owner: Joe Ferrante, Sr.
1934 Ford Truck
Vineland, New Jersey
Photography: Will O'Neil

New Jersey
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Joe took a torch to the '34 frame,
added a foot and a half extension,
which will give him 16 feet from the
back of the cab to the end of the
camper, plenty of space for a kitchen,
bathroom facilities, and sleeping
room for eight people. The back of
the cab will be cut out to make
room for a walk-through passage
from camper to cab.

This truck had only 48,000 miles
on the odometer when Joe bought
it from the original owner, who had

used it as a tomato hauler. It'll get
that much mileage in just a few
short years after it gets back on the
road with its new look as a people
hauler.

The home will be powered with
a big 460cu Thunderbird engine,
automatic transmission, and a late
model 1%2-ton truck rear end. Work
on the camper hasn’t started yet,
with the running gear getting first
priority. In the meantime, Joe's next
door neighbors, who bought the

piece of land for hard cash so Joe
could build his truck are happily
pasturing horses on their new
property. The original owner of the
tomato hauler couldn't be reached
for comment, but he’s presumahly
happy too.

You say you don't have any real
estate you could sell? Well, you
could always sell your wife's
late model car. Or her furs. Or your
girl friend's jewelry. Or
something. : |
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Building a car on a budget is not
something new, but there are
different ways to go about it. For
G. W. Quesinberry of Lexington,
North Carolina it means to take a '34
Dodge coupe and add as much late
model equipment as can be made to
fit. Rather than have a lot of things
specially fabricated for the car, he
is grafting and adapting.

For front suspension the entire
front frame section from a 1972
Chevrolet Nova was grafted to the
Dodge frame. This means tnat all
of the suspension is engineered to
work right and the engine mounts
are built in. The steering is part
of the assembly so even that is
figured out for the builder. Disc
brakes have been installed onto the

front spindles and they will work
with drum type brakes at the rear.
The rear end used is a GM 12-bolt
and it is mounted to the stock
frame with a pair of 1969 Ford
Torino leaf springs.

The engine selected is a 1970
Chevrolet 350 cid 300 hp that is
to be left stock except for the
addition of a cam and some tube

G. W. Quesinberry

1934 Dodge 5-Window Coupe
Lexington, North Carolina
Photos by Brian Brennan

North Carolina
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headers. The transmission is a 350
Turbo-Hydro and it will be shifted
with a Monza assembly.

The body on the car will remain
stock except for the addition of a
sun roof. Paint scheme will be
1975 Chrysler dark green poly for
the body and the fenders will be
black. On the inside a new one piece
floor was made from aluminum and
the firewall was replaced with a
newly fabricated one as well. A

Chevrolet Vega instrument panel will
be used in the dash and Mustang Il
bucket seats will be used as the
basis for the interior. A gas tank
from a Ford Torino with a

capacity of 22 gallons is used and

it will give the car a good

travel range.

At the time the photos were
taken, Quesinberry had been
working on the car for only six
months and things were going along

fairly well. A close check of all
the money spent to date showed
that the total was holding a little
below the $1800 mark, with most of
what was needed already at hand.
Using mostly parts that came
from other American late model
cars, in the true street rodding way,
this '34 Dodge should see the
street in short order with little
problems and a minimum of cash
outlay. It's the only way to go.

/_.
-
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Occasionally a guy’s street rodding

gets interrupted along the way.
He'll be sailing along having a
great time, when he decides that
owning his own business is more
important than messing with cars.
Richard Martin went through this
several years ago, but the business
is now established and he’s back
to messing with cars.

Martin started his latest project
by buying a nice, stock '29 Ford
two-door sedan. He drove the car
home with the stock running gear
and left it that way for several
months while a new chassis was
being fabricated by Mike

Henderson’s Carriage Components.

One of the wildest things going
had to be when Martin towed the
“hot rod” chassis home behind
the stocker.

The new chassis started off with
a stock frame being boxed full
length. Jaguar suspension was
added front and rear and that
includes the rack and pinion
steering. For a powerplant a 1974
Chevrolet 350-cubic-inch engine
was bolted to a Turbo 400 and they
were set in place in the frame. The
side mount approach was used for
the engine supports and a tubular

Richard Martin

1929 Ford 2-Door Sedan
Rolling Hills Estates, California
Photos by Joe Mayall

Galifornia
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center cross member does the
rest, All of the extra holes in the
frame were filled and the bottom
of the rear crossmember has been
boxed to give extra strength for the
addition of the rear-end mount. The
finished chassis was slicked up
and painted black then carefully
rubbed to a high gloss.

In an effort to help the radiator

work better, a bracket was made
that raises the fan to the center

of the radiator. The bracket also
supports the alternator. A bearing is
used on the rear of the new fan
shaft and a two-belt lower pully is
used to drive the water pump and
the new fan. It's a very simple
set-up, and it really works great.
The lower part of the firewall was

recessed just enough to allow the
distributor to clear and the new
floor attaches to it at the bottom.
Richard Martin and his entire
family are anticipating the day the
car will see street service again,
and the way things are going it
shouldn’t be long. Body work and
paint and then some nice upholstery

and it'll be on the road again. [ |
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Realizing a long dream is great, and
Tom Mierkey did just that when he
tinally was able to be the owner of

this fine '32 Ford 3-window coupe.

Tom saw the car at the Oakland
Roadster Show during the fifties and
wanted it, but it wasn't until much later
that he got it buying it from a friend
who had bought it from the builder, Ray
Jones. The car features many new old*
stock items and is flawless front to
rear. A dropped and filled '32 I-beam
axle is used with Ford brakes up front
while out back a 1966 Corvelte rear
end with disc brakes does its thing.
in-between, a 327 Chevrolet engine
coupled to a late model Powerglide
provides go. The car rides around on
wide whites, just like it did in the filties,
that are mounted on a set of 1956
Plymouth wire wheels. The steering is the
stock '32 jtem. The stock '32 3-window
dash was retained, but it was fitted

with a set of instruments from a 1933
Plymouh. The interior is a combination
of mohair and Naugahyde, with the
mohair being used on the enclosed part
and the Naugahyde in the rumble seat
area. Chantilly Poly maroon acrylic
lacquer was applied to the body and
black to the fenders by Vans Auto

Body of Berkeley, California.

Bringing the car back to its earlier
show condition has given Tom much
satisfaction, but now driving is the name
of the game for car and owner.

rod action

in case this looks like it sleppad out of the fifties, in a way it has.
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Building one's first street rod from
the ground up is really an eye opening
experience. Like | knew there was
plenty of work to be done but just
exactly how much | wasn't really sure.
It's all those litlle things that keep
getting away from you, like gas tanks.
Sure every car has one and who could
possibly forget. Well, | didn't forget
but finding the place to put it and
then working around other restrictions
and considerations can prove to be a
bit unnerving. You just don't run out
and get a box, put some fittings in it
and call it a gas tank. That's if you
want it to be done right. Being my
first rod | figured, what the heck, |
might as well try and build it right the
first time and save a lot of grief later
on. | am sure some of you are saying;
“What is the problem, he works for a
magazine and has seen numerous
ways, big deal.” There is some truth
to that but that is also were the prob-
lem lies.

Where does one start when it
comes to gas tanks. If you already
have one the problem is merely aca-
demic but for those of us without any
or wanting a newer and larger one

some questions have to be answered
first. Like where, how many gallons,
accessibility, materials and on and on.
For those of you still out there with
the problem of getting the right tank
to fit your needs maybe | can answer
some questions for you, at least | will
give you the answers | came up with
when the questions were put to me
with my own vehicle.

The first place to start is with the
engine. That's right, the engine. How
big or how small is it? What kind of
gas mileage can you expect to get
and what type of cruising range do you
want? The last, cruising range, is much
more critical than one would first
imagine but | will elaborate on that
later on. Where are you going to place
the tank and how are you going o
fill it up are two more very important
questions. Do you want a steel or
aluminum constructed tank, think care-
fully here, and last but not least what
are your cost limitations? For instance,
you can figure on an aluminum tank
costing darn near twice as much as
a steel tank and at the same time it
may not prove to be as durable and
could easily become damaged. So for
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GETS TANKED

A gas tank is very handy in a street rod.
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By Brian “Filler Up” Brennan

the sake of this story, let us say you
have selected steel as your medium
for a tank. What now?

Remember | said the place to start
was the engine. Here's why. The size
of the powerplant is directly propor-
tional to the mileage one can expect
to get and, therefore, has a direct
bearing on cruising range. If your ve-
hicle gets 10 miles per gallon, let's
say, then you would need a 20-gallon
tank to maintain a cruising range with
a maximum of 200 miles. But since
very few of us, | would think, run the
supply plumb dry before refilling the
actual cruising range is more in the
180 miles bracket. Lost 20 miles and
you haven't even started on the new
gas tank. Boy that gas is really get-
ting hard to hang on to. Now if your
rod gets 20 miles per gallon, and many
seem to, with the same 20 gallons of
fuel you can expect to go between
380 and 400 miles per stop. A bunch
better. But let us examine this point a
litte more closely. How far do you
actually drive your rod between stops?
Out on the road stops are generally
fixed around gas fill ups and in town,
well, the tank gets filled when it needs
it. What | am getting at here is the
cruising range. Just how much is a
good range? Having talked to a num-
ber of folks myself and having done a
fair share of the driving, 250 miles is
about as far as the average rodder is
willing to travel between stops in a
street rod. Of course, there are many
who just lay their ears back, let their
eyes turn red and weld the “pedal to
the metal” and get it. In other words
they just flat won't stop unless abso-
lutely forced too. But for them the gas
tank that will hold enough fuel hasn't
been invented. So each one of us will
have to determine according to his
or her own driving needs just how far
is far enough. The best way to ac-
complish this is to know the miles per
gallon of your vehicle. In my case |
figured the Buick V-6 should get be-
tween 23 and 30 miles per gallon,
depending on type of driving, and mul-
tiply this by 15 gallons should give me
a range in excess of 350 miles. Oh by
the way, | am one of those lay back
ears and red eyes and my roadster
doesn't even have a throttle, the throt-
tle bores are wired wide open!

Especially with a car where space
is at a premium positioning of a gas
tank is very critical. In my case the
only piace that offered a concealed
resting place, enough room existed
and it is reasonably safe was the
trunk area. Of course, the disadvan-
tage to this is most obvious. In a hi-
boy storage space is hard to come
by and using up what you have with
a gas tank should have plenty of fore-
thought. With ample thought and work-
ing with one of the best in the busi-

DA : -~

Attention will have to be paid to ensure siraight cuts
are made. Use a 16-gauge steel for minimum thickness and
of cold roll stock. Remove any rust before starting.

are hose (neophrene type), gasket and filler neck with cap.
All this comes in a kit from Total Performance.
The hose is gas resistant and the cap screws on with a

a safety chain for added protection.
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Instrumentation for the Project Roadster was handled

with VDO gauges. The Cockpit series was selected.

Here the fuel gauge with all the necessary hardware,
float, pickup and instructions is ready. It is an electric

gauge with light.

The bottom of the tank with one end is shown. Four separate
pieces will be needed to make the ends, top and bottom.

First pieces to be made were the ends. Since the tank
in the roadster needed a slooping bottom the ends

had to be cut on an angle. Make a cardboard template

of the ends on your tank to make sure it is what you want.

Unless you're very lucky you won't have one of these
nifty sheet metal benders, so you have two choices.
First check out your local air conditioning shop, it any,

as they should have this type of bender or use angle

iron, heavy steel or channel and place the gas tank material
between it. Make sure to C-clamp the ends to prevent
movement and use a soft mallet to bend the material.

rod action
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Top panel of gas tank is shown with all holes cut and its
appropriate object for each hole. Left to right, are sending
unit for VDO gauge, one of two mounting tubes, inlet
tube measuring 1%z inches and second mounting tube.

With main body of tank welded up and ends off you
will want to make the proper adjustments to the sending

unit and float.

VDO instructions.

Here we see the sending unit shortened according to

Belore welding make sure to fit all parts and check
for correct fit.

wclillg? P -

Positioning of holes to be drilled is very critical.

You only get one chance to be right. Mock up the tank and
check the position for all holes, if everything is looking
good scribe a mark and use a drill press if possible

to get starter hole.

Greenlee Chassis Punches were used by Adolf Severloh
and these can be found at most electrician supply houses.
They are commonly used by electricians.

After holes have been cut it would be a good idea to deburr
all the edges with a rat tail file to prevent problems later.

30 rod action

When it comes time to weld clamp panels together and

use a heli-are, it possible, and mild steel rod. Don't gas
weld, generally, not strong enough to withstand the
constant vibration ol a street driven vehicle.

If you can't heli-arc, then short arc will work. This wire feed
method is commonly used in header shops.

With sending unit trimmed to proper size the next order
of business will be to adjust the float to its correct location.
Following VDO instructions make sure you give yourself

a “reserve” in the gas tank.

ness, when it comes to making custom
gas tanks and oil pans, Adolph Sever-
loh of S&S Engineering a solution was
soon arrived at. Working within the
confines of the trunk a tank had to be
constructed that would hold 15 gal-
lons, actually 14.54, rest on the pas-
senger side of the trunk, be low in
profile so as not to take up tco much
space, be accessible and easily mount-
ed or dismounted. And since the trunk
has a slanted floor in the area it is
to be mounted an angled bottom was
necessary. Basically, the dimensions
of the gas tank are 30 inches long,
14 inches wide and an average of
eight inches deep. (At its deepest point
it is 10 and shallowest 6 inches.) The
formula finding the number of gallons
your gas tank will hold is Length X
Height x Depth = Volume divided by
231. The number 231 is the cubic inch

teeal

In this particular installation the tank was to be bolted
to the body flooring. Two 3/4 x .065-inch wall tubes were
welded into the tank. Using all thread rod it can easily

be attached, 3/8- to 7/16-inch bolts should work nicely up
to a 20 gallon fuel capacity. This particular tank came

in at 15 gallons.

displacement of a gallon of gas. So
my gas tank figures out to be 30 x 14 x
8 = 3360. This is then divided by
231 to equal 14.54 gallons total ca-
pacity. Armed with the knowledge of
what it will take measurement wise to
make up a gas tank you should be
able to tailor make a tank for your
needs. But this is only the mathemat-
ical part. You now know what cruising
range, therefore, total gallons needed.
You know the position of the tank and
you know the measurements required
to make a tank large enough to hold
the right capacity. This is all great but
how does one go about making up
such a beast?

First off you are going to have to
decide on a material. Steel or alumi-
num. As mentioned earlier it would
probably be best for most of us to
stick with a steel tank. But what type

of steel and what thickness? Cold roll
steel will do the job and cost is well
within the limits of all street rodders.
As for thickness, 16-gauge should be
the minimum. Anything less and it will
not stand up to the vibration of con-
stant driving and may be easily dam-
aged. Anything much heavier wall and
the gas tank with a full load of fuel
may very well weigh more than the
car. As 16-gauge steel weighs 2%
pounds per square foot and gas
itself weighs between seven and eight
pounds per gallon.

You will need four pieces to make
up the standard type tank. This in-
cludes the two ends and a top with
one side and a bottom with the other
side of the tank. The main body" of
the tank will only require one weld
running the length of the tank. The

(Continued on page 76)

rod action 31




MAKING A HEADLINER

Headliners aren’t easy, but they aren’t all that hard either.

I've never made a headliner, nor
have | ever seen one done, but being
the expert home upholsterer | am, we
shall begin. | measured the old head-
liner and drew it on a piece of paper.
If you want a simple headliner, (if
any are simple) that is without the
welt where the wire holders are lo-
cated, you will need only two pieces.
However, the normal width vinyl is
54 inches and my headliner needed
57 inches, so since | was using welts,
I cut eight pieces instead of two. If
you make a two-piece headliner you
will have to get some material as
wide as your headliner or normally
60 to 70 inches wide. Your measure-
ments must be exact, so measure the
average width of the seam you are
generally sewing and add that
amount to your measurements where
there is going to be a seam. Mark
your lines on the material and cut the
pieces. Sew all the pieces together.
Now you will need loops on the back
of the headliner to run the wire
through to hold your headliner off
your coiffeur.

If you don't have a sewing machine

32 rod action

By Herb Gehlken
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or access to one you can buy a
headliner and installation kit from
J. C. Whitney, and then you will be
where we are now, ready for the
installation part. | don’t mean to plug
J. C. Whitney, but they do have parts
that are hard for us country boys to
come by. Anyway, from J. C. Whit-
ney the prices for napped material
in your choice of four colors is
$17.69. For the vinyl in white, black,
blue, green, or light tan, either
smooth or perforated finish they run
$32.95 plus $4.19 for the installation
kit.

Are we now ready for the installa-
tion? | suggest you use a stapler, but
you can get by with #12 tacks, and
a good tacking hammer. At this stage
you might want to practice a little
with that tacking hammer before you
begin or you might get a perforated
headliner when you didn’t want one.
If you can beg, borrow or appropriate
an upholstery steamer you should by
all means do so. | couldn't, and they
are too expensive to buy so | did
mine without one. Start at the back
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wire and install it first then work to
the front. Put some holding staples
in the middle of the windshield and
at the middle of the back window. At
this stage the wires should be tight
front to rear in the middle of the
headliner, if they are not you will
have to remove the headliner and
take some material out of the sec-
tion that sags. O.K. let's assume that
you have a tight center, now you
work to the sides, start with a middle
section and staple it to the sides
until all the wrinkles are out in the
entire section on both sides. Now
start toward the front completing
each section before going on to the
next section. Easy isn't it? On most
older cars the staples were hidden
by a strip of hide-em or wire-on,
these are still used on convertible
tops so check with your top shop
and buy enough of the color that
goes with your headliner and then
install it. On newer cars your win-
dow frames will hide your tacks.
Some rear windows, those with rub-
ber but no frames, will have to be
removed. Sorry no other way! |

o

This is the old headliner and it must be
removed Intact so that it will provide a
pattern for the new one.

The wires are positioned, or the tab is
tacked in place, so that the entire
headliner is held in place before the
edges are tacked.

List of tools:
Stapler or tacking hammer and tacks
Upholstery steamer if available

Patience
Sewing machine

List of materials:

312 yards of material
13% yards of welting (for the
headliner with welting)
Or headliner and kit from a supply house

Using the old headliner (disassembled)
the new one is cut to size and laid out
in position for sewing.

The liner is tacked and the wrinkles are
worked out from the center toward the
front or rear, as you go.

After sewing the headliner is installed
by starting at the middle and then
working either direction.

The excess around windows is needed
so that the window frames will cover
this part completely. Do not trim until

the frame is tried.

WELTED HEADLINER
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Teamwork is the name of the game for

the Marks family. Owner: Sam Marks

When a wile and husband team up to
build a street rod, good things happen.
On the outside everyone pitched in
and prepared the car for the paint and
then got Dutch Valley Auto Works to
apply the Pewter Grey and black
lacquer. On the inside it was all kept
in the family, with Sam supplying the
dash and Connie the Burgundy Wine
crushed velvel. The car features a
basically all Chevrolet drive train from
the 283 engine to the Muncie 4-speed
fo the '57 passenger car type rear end.
The front | beam axle is Chevrolet as
well and came from a 1968 van.

It is mounted with semi-elliptic springs
as is the rear. Hurst mounts were used
for the engine installation and Ritchies
Radiator Hospital supplied the engine
cooler. The headlights are Deitz items
and for the rear a set of '50 Pontiac's
were used. The bumpers were machined
from some aluminum, and the car has
two gas tanks—an aluminum Moon in
front and the stock unit at the rear.
The body may appear stock, but on
closer examination it will be noted that -
the rear lenders have been widened
three inches and the vents in the hood
have been filled. In the near future,
Connie is going to redo the interior—
and the cycle goes on, and on.

rod action

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
Photography: Joe Mayall
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Often overlooked, the Fordor lives.

There is all sorts of untapped material
for street rods, Fords and non-Fords
alike. Of the Fords, the four door models
seem to be ihe most often overlooked.
This ‘37 "hump back' should surely
change some of that thinking, however.
The all black product out of Michigan
has got to be thought of as a real
cruiser. Under the hood (set back

10 inches) is a 1965 Chevrolet 327

that in turn is hooked to a reworked
Turbo 400 trans. Beyond that there

is a 1957 Chevrolet rear end. Suspension
front and rear is via a set of '37

circa springs, but the ride is controlled
by Monroe shocks front and rear.

The wheels are American Torque
Thrusts and they carry racing profile
type tires. The body on the car remains
basically stock and the hood side panels
have been removed. Pin striping helps
to set off the car's lacquer paint in style.
On the inside the car is far from stock.
The dash was completely filled in

and then nine different Stewart-Warner
gauges were added to keep tabs on the
engine. Upholstery is black Naugahyde,
and chrome accents are used for a
luxury look. The car performs well as a
street rod and is excellent for hauling
the family, which is now nearly grown.

A slick way for the whole family to

enjoy the street.

rod action

Owner: William Haboush I
St. Clair Shoes, Michigan
Photography: Jack Stewart
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A clean pickup with some nice hardwood for exira appeal.

Owner: Michael Perry
Spencerport, New York
Photography: Joe Mayall

One neat thing about street rodding, is
that you don't have to stick to the rules.
Sometimes this latitude will result in
some excellent craftsmanship, such as
the bed on this pickup. The wood used
to build this bed is attractive and the
workmanship flawless resulting in the
bed being a big asset to the completed
vehicle. The bed, however, is only a
part of the package and it all deserves
a look. Starting with a 1934 Chevrolet
pickup, two years after and a lot of hard
work we have the finished truck.

It is powered by a '68 model 327
Chevrolet engine and the transmission is
a 400 Turbo-Hydro. A 1957 Chevrolet
passenger car rear end was mounted
on the stock springs while at the front a
set of later Chevrolet brakes were
adapted to the stock axle. A '56 Ford
steering unit was used and it is topped
with a Cal Custom wheel. The interior
was modified from door to door, with
an engine turned dash panel, CB radio,
bucket seats from a Mustang and custom
built door panels. The body is painted
silver metalflake with black fenders, a
nice conirast. The engine has been
lightly moditied and runs an Edelbrock
intake manifold and Hooker headers.
The transmission shifter is a B&M
ratchet type. This is a clean hauler,

ter shur.
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A totally new Model A
that is ready for the road.

Havipg the first of something is a
distinction many of us seek, but only a
few will realize. The Southern Classic
Rod Shop recently became the first
dealer to receive one of the new

Total Performance Model A Roadsters.
The car was built on the T-P assembly
line in Wallingford, Connecticut, but has
enough optional equipment to remain a
personalized car. The chassis for the
car is T-P's new Model A type (see
ROD ACTION September 1976) that
has been equipped with Jaguar front
and rear suspension. The engine is a
small block Chevrolet and the trans-
mission is a Turbo Hydro. The car is a
completely repro item, with everything
used to construct it being new except
for the grille shell, The body is a

Wescott's '30 Ford which is made from
glass, as are the fenders and the splash
aprons. The hood is a metal repro

item and fits perfectly. Tru-Spoke wire
wheels and B.F. Goodrich radials give
the car a true streel rod look that is
otherwise deceiving. On the inside air
conditioning was added below the

seat which is a great place if you

don't mind the seat being raised about
two inches. With the side curtains in
place, this has got to be the way to go.
If you would like to be the first on

your block to have one of these super
street roadsters, check with Total
Performance or the Southern Classic
Rod Shop and get on the list. You may
not be able to have the first of the !
breed, but you can still get in on the fun.
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| Owner: Raymond VanZile
Tampa, Florida
Photography: Joe Mayall

The '09 Tourer pictured here has been around.

Many street rods will not get driven

in a couple of years what this one did

in one trip. Fulfilling a five plus year
plan, Raymond and Kitty VanZile have
recently completed a street rod trip

that totaled over 11,000 miles and took
ten weeks. And it was all done in a stock
bodied 19089 Ford Touring car. The
chassis for the car is an owner moditied
item that started out under a 1923

Ford 1-ton truck. VanZile made all ol his
own crossmembers and completely boxed
the frame. For a good ride, a Jaguar
rear suspension is used and a PSl
dropped tube rides under a stock Ford
spring. For power a 1968 Ford 289 and
C-4 transmission is tucked under the
hood. That was the hardest part of the
job, making everything fit in the tight

rod action

conlines of the '09 hood. The body on
the car is all wood, as all of the '09s
were, and a set of stock repro metal
fenders and hood keep the lines of the
car as stock as can be. The body is
green and the fenders are black.

All of the work except the upholstery
was performed by the owner, and

Winton Cutchins was called on for the

interior and top. The main reason for
all of the planning was that Ray and

Kitty wanted to altend the L.A. Roadsters’

Annual Fathers' Day Exhibition. Well,
they did and they had a ball, But while
they were at it they took in several
other runs and did a lot of sightseeing.
And, when Ray was asked if it was as
goed as he had planned, he answered
with one word, “Better.”

rod action
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Once a RA garage car, this one is now very much a driver.
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Garage cars don't always stay garage
cars, and here is living proof.

Keith Stribling’s '34 Ford coupe graced
the pages of the November 1975 issue
of ROD ACTION, and now less than a
year later it is back as a finished car.

A few changes were made during
construction, but the basic theme of
cleanliness went all the way to the end.
A 1970 Chevrolet 350 engine is used

in front of a Powerglide transmission.
Following that combo is a 1957 Ford
station wagon rear end. The rear end
is supported by a pair of springs from a
1954 Chevrolet passenger car, while

at the front a stock type spring is used
over a Bell axle. The front radius rod
kit is a Pete & Jakes four bar and

the steering comes from a Vega
steering box. Front and rear shocks are
Gabriel Striders. The stock bodied
3-windowed coupe is equipped with many
of the accessories that make a car
complete, such as grille guard, bumper
guards, a Ford script locking gas cap
and cowl lights. They all help to set

off the very straight, Dearborn Blue
lacquered body and fenders. Mohair

is used for the interior and it blends

in nicely with the nearly stock look.
Even the Powerglide shifter has been
disguised by utilizing a combination

of Corvair and B&M components.
Radial tires are used front and rear
and they are mounted on a set of Bulick
Skylark wire wheels. It didn’t take Keith
long to put this super car together, and
you can bet that it will be a long time
before he’ll take it off the street.

Owner: Keith Stribling
Phoenix, Arizona
Photography: Joe Mayall
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LONG TIME A-COMIN’

Good things are worth waiting for.

Some people like to take their time

and enjoy what they do. Bob Williams

is one of those types, he took thirteen
years to build this slick '28 Ford
Roadster P.U., and he did it right.

Sheet matal on the car is all stock, but
that is as lar as stock goes. The

Model A Irame has been boxed and uses
a dropped axle in the front which

carries ‘41 Ford hydraulic brakes.

On the other end a Corvette independent
suspension is used and it is equipped
with the stock brakes. The steering
comes from a 1956 Ford pickup unit

that is mounted very close to the
original location. Tubular shocks are
used front and rear for ride and

stability control. The engine and
transmission are the familiar Chevrolet
283 and 4-speed. The engine is equipped
with a Winfield cam, Sanderson headers,
Holley carburetor and M/T valve covers.
The metallic red bodied pickup has
black fenders, and the floor of the

bed is as nice as any part of the rig.

The fioor has been expertly finished
using German varnish for lasting beauty.
The interior is as aliractive as it is
simple. Black Naugahyde in pleats set
off by butlons and black carpet for a
traditional approach. A special gauge 2 3
panel under the stock gas tank carries Owner: Robert Williams
critical Stewart-Warner gauges and the - : ” S ' Pinole, California

ignition switch. Finishing out the clean . T S iy e S e oI Sraakie i AL S Fo o Photography: Dick Mendonca
machine is a set of American mags
and Daytona tires. This pickup was a
long time in the making, but it was
worth the wait.
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When you come up with a good thing,
why change? That's the way Total
Performance is looking at its tine T
bucket production car these days.

This is a workable set-up and until
something better comes along, this is
the way things will be done. The fiber-
glass bucket is mounted onto a
rectangular tube frame that carries a
Jaguar rear end and a tube axle front,
The engine is a small block Chevrolet
and the transmission a 350 Chevrolet
Turbo-Hydro. A set of Hurst front disc
brakes aid the stock Jag rears for
stopping and Hallcraft and Cragar
wheels with skinnys and wides, make
contact with the ground. A Corvalr
steering box has been reversed and
gives the bucket guidance. It is topped
off with a repro T wheel. One of the
characteristic features of the T-P
bucket is the quick on/off fenders at
each wheel. The fenders not only
provide the service of keeping moisture
and dirt off the car, they also add fo
the look of'the modern T bucket.
Lighting is provided by a full complement
of repro type lights, and a set of wind
wings help to make passenger comfort
better. The interior is done in a luggage
tan Naugahyde which contrasis well
with the candy green exterior and white
top. As individual as any sireet rod

yet it came from a production line.

You can have it your way, and still get it done quick.

Owner: Lou Formato
Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania
Photography: Brian Brennan

_‘_... .
M~ -
o }'ll

..-_"_ F P

s
I




]

LOWEIRING

THE LIl

Chopping the “late model” early cars.
By Jerry Weesner

| have chosen the "36 Ford three window coupe to use
as an example in this article for two reasons. First and
foremost is that it is a very difficult top to lower, and
indicative of other period cars. And secondly, because
this model looks absolutely bitchin’ in a lower than stock
position, and literally reeks of nostalgia and traditional-
ism. The problems and solutions encountered in this
chopping exercise can be applied to many types of cars
from at least two decades.

The “easy” chop jobs usually end with the year 1931.
For generally speaking, all cars built up to this time had
completely vertical tops. (Notable exceptions are the
late 31 Model “A™ four door sedan, and the '31 Victoria,
which were preview models of the slant windshields to
be introduced in ’32.) Before '32, chopping is merely a
matter of removing a predetermined amount of material,
lowering the top straight down and re-attaching. (See
illustration of '29 Model “A" sedan.)

62 rod action

The "“difficult” chop jobs generally begin with the
newer, '49 and later, “Street Machine” category cars.
(Many would probably disagree with this statement, and
naturally there are exceptions.) These vehicles have
such a tremendous amount of stretching and re-forming
of contours to be delt with, that the task is staggering.
Even the physical bulk of these cars is far greater than
their more conventionally sized ancestors. Cutting down
and re-fitting the '36 Ford coupe top could conceivably
be a one man job. But just imagine moving that '49
Merc. coupe turret around by yourself,

To begin the operation, remove anything and every-
thing that will get in the way or that is flammable. How-
ever, we doubt you're going to be starting with much
more than a bare hulk anyway. Remember, that proper
preparation is just as important as proper working pro-
cedures when in progress. During tear down, familiarize
yourself with all parts removed, and how they function

in relation to each other, so that when the time comes
you can put the whole thing back together again. The
next step is to plan and measure everything carefully,
and measure everything more than once, and double
check your figures. Having thought out all your moves, it
is now time to mark the turret and make your initial cuts.
Before removing the window glass and related moldings,
it's a good idea to give yourself a preview of your chop,
by blocking out the upper section of the windows with
masking tape, to give yourself an idea just what the loss
in height will do to the visibility factor. (From the inside
looking out that is.) Just remember, a little really does
go a long way when chopping a top, and | wouldn't
recommend over a four inch maximum lowering.

In illustration (A) we have marked our coupe for a
four inch chop. (Shaded area to be removed.) These
marks are placed at the closest to vertical section of
the turret. (Which on this model isn't easy.) Cuts are

also made at this time near the top of the windshield
posts, just before they start to curve into the top. When
making cuts, you should support the top (2x4’s would
do nicely) in order to keep your saw from binding. Notice
| said "saw’” not torch. Use a sabre saw with metal
cutting blade, for roof quarter panels, and a hacksaw
for door posts and windshield posts. I'm sure- it goes
without saying, that a torch would warp your top into
virtually un-salvageable junk.

In illustration (B) we have removed the four inch
slice of sheet metal from the roof quarters and moved
the turret back and down to line up at the rear of cock-
pit. (oops!) Did | say line up? What's doing on here, it
seems that nothing fits? Well folks, it's just like cutting
a section out of the middle of an ice cream cone and
trying to fit the two ends back together again. Because
of the taper involved, there’s just no way it can be done.
Now that you've got the cone idea, let's imagine it's
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made out of sheet metal. If we were to cut slits all the
way around, we could spread the narrow tapered end
to fit the larger diameter end. This would leave triangu-
lar metal sections, to give us a complete but now shorter
cone. What's good for the cone is also good for the
turret top. You will notice the vertical cuts in the illus-
tration, that have been made in the top, which can now
be spread and re-contoured to fit. (Note that cuts may
also have to be made in lower roof panels to shrink it
in to match the spread upper section. This is just the
opposite problem, and the removal of excess metal in
wedge shaped sections is the solution.) Triangular sheet
metal sections may now be carefully contoured, fit,
and tack welded into position. (Hammer welding to come
later.) See illustration (C). In illustration (B) notice an-
other gaping problem. The roof is obviously too short.
One remedy to this, and the one most commonly used
in days of yore, is to increase the slant of the wind-

rod action

shield posts, and stretch the top out to meet them. To
accomplish this task, a vee notch is removed from the
base of the windshield, (illustration (B) and the stock
height posts leaned back. Remember, because of the
slant, the posts aren't cut the same amount as the rear
of the top. In fact, because the top has to be stretched
out to meet the newly located posts, it's best to play
this part by ear, and only make the final cuts on the
posts after careful measuring has been done to deter-
mine the proper length and angle. As far as stretching
the forward section of the top is concerned, this is ac-
complished in the same manner as in the rear. See illus-
tration (E). You will notice that vertical slits cut into
the forward edge of the top have been stretched apart
and filled with formed metal inserts, as in the rear.
There is another approach to the method of stretching
the top. In illustration (D) we show the plate insertion
method. This is accomplished by severing the top at
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approximately mid-window. A section is also removed
from the windshield posts so that the front section of
the top lines up exactly with the already reinstalled
rear section. You may now form new sheet metal to fill
the gap left in the lengthened roofline. This is also a
good time to fill in the open section in the top with
sheet metal, if you wish. A filled top insert in a modified
early coupe really looks tricky, and it stops the leaks
that are synonymous with vintage cars. An easiler
method, and one that saves considerabe metal work,
is to stretch your top with sections removed from an
identical body. This, however, would be building one
body from two, and since almost anything can be sal-
vaged with enough time and effort, it would be a shame
:)o I‘{:iaSte a car that one of your buddies might want to
uild.

In illustration (F) we see the roof completed, but
there's still more work, We now have to fit the doors

to the new lower profile. This process is rather tedious,
as it requires a lot of measuring, cutting, and fitting. To
retain the continuous contour in the door isn't easy.
The trick here is to save all the pieces that you cut out,
because where you must remove material in one place,
it must be added in another.

Now all that's left is hammer welding, and finish metal
work and painting. These illustrations are for example
only, as locations of cuts are only approximate, and will
vary with different heights and top stretching techniques.
We hope you have found this article informative. 1f we
have shed a little light for you on one of the more ancient
arts, our purpose has been fulfilled. If you still want to
chop the top on that old coupe in the backyard, at least
you know what you have in store for yourself. Remem-
ber, plan ahead, and good luck. u
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Some of the neatest things a per-
son can do with a car are not neces-
sarily the most expensive.

| discovered this common sense
type fact a few years ago when | was
working on my 1936 Ford coupe. |
had just acquired some beautifully
stock gauges for the old car and was
anxious to see their true beauty sans
32 years of dirt and grease. Instead of
contemplating the effect of certain
chemicals on certain substances, |
grabbed my favorite cleaner and a
handy rag and proceeded to “‘clean
up” my gauges.

The results were sobering, to say the
least. | did clean off the dit and
grease, but | also ended up removing
a thin but necessary layer of paint as
well. Needless to say, the numeration
on the speedometer, the temperature
and amp markings and some other fine
points that make old Ford gauges so
desirable ended up qn the rag.

Being a born coward, | suddenly
found my mind working on a solution
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to the problem so that | would not
have to kill myself. Suicide seemed
to be the only suitable punishment for
ruining stock gauges. Luckily, my
memory came to my rescue by re-
calling a local trophy and engraving
shop. My hunch proved valid. The en-
graver not only could engrave the es-
sential markings on the gauges but
was able to add some additional words
as well. | choose to have 1936 Ford
Coupe"” engraved beneath the speed-
ometer, but any other name or title
could have been added just as easily.

By now all you imaginative street
rodders have probably come up with
all sorts of uses for engraving. Re-
cently, I've thought about using the
brass spider in the steering wheel on
my 25 Touring and the window mold-
ings in my '32 for my next engraving
projects.

Generally, the best and most pre-
ferred items for engraving are those
made of brass or copper or a similar
metal. A plated item will lend itself

1
Author holding linished dash with
engraved gauges.

2

Script and designs such as this can

be added to those metal or plated
areas of your rod by an engraver.

Cost is minimal for standard script

and scrolls such as these but a talented
engraver can engrave individual
designs free hand.

3

Fuel, Temperature and Amp markings
were easily engraved even though the
shapes of these gauges are irregular.

\4

Brass items such as my 1936 speedom-
eter gauge are good items for
engraving. Here | had the engraver
add 1936 Ford Coupe" when he
finished engraving the stock markings
which | had accidentally rubbed off
when | was cleaning the gauges.

5

Engraved and polished gauges in black
lacquered wash would give any interior
an elegant, antique look. The cost for
engraving on all three gauges was

a mere $5.00.
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One of those little exiras
that gives a rod the
really finished look.

By Randall Hodgdon
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to engraving if the plating job was
a good one. A poor job of plating will
peel and chip when the engraver tries
to work on it. Stainless steel has too
much of a bite and items made of this
are least likely to be successfully en-
graved.

Aside from its composition, the
most important feature of an item
selected for engraving is the condi-
tion of the area to be engraved. A
smooth area is absolutely necessary
even if the item is curved or molded
such as a window molding would be.
Flat, machined surfaces are the easi-
est and cheapest to work on and al-
most any engraving shop can handle
them, especially if they are from six
to eight inches sguare and can be
placed in a special machine, called
a pantograph, which is used to hold
articles for engraving. Outsized flat
smooth pieces could also be handled
in almost any trophy or engraving
shop. A curved surface would require
more work and perhaps an especially

talented engraver since wark might
have to be done free hand.

Standard engraving designs include
single line letter or number, dual line
letter or number and certain types of
designs and scripts. The single line
costs around 10¢ a letter or number.
Dual lines run about 14¢ or 15¢.
Script usually costs about 20¢ a let-
ter. Standard designs such as scrolls
are available in ready made tem-
plates, A design choosen from the
engraver's stock of templates costs
from 30¢ to 50¢.

But engraving ideas don’t have to
stop here any more than paint jobs
are limited to stock colors. Individual-
ly created designs and special effects
can be rendered by talented en-
gravers who can work free hand. The
cost for a unique job would depend
on the engraver but you can figure
that the charge will be based on an
hourly rate, the average of which
would be $10.00 an hour.

These prices, of course, will vary

with locality and quality of work. But
it can be seen that engraving is not
the most expensive thing one can do
to his car.

Besides the cost factor, engraving
has many other points to recommend
itself. For starters, it can add a very
personal touch to a car, especially if
the design or pattern is your own
creation. Engraving on brass items
gives a rod an antique look which is
really one of the basic ideas of street
rodding.

Consulting a local engraver with the
specific item you want engraved would
be the first step. He could tell you if
the item is suitable for engraving and
what designs he can offer. Also, he
might be able to do unique designs
or at any rate he should know of
someone who does such free hand
work, if that is what you have in mind.
Remember that given a good engraver,
your creativity and good taste will de-
termine the success of an engraving
project. |
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This mild mannered appearing '39 Chevy is packin' a
mighty fine 454 Chevy big block.

Dropping a Chevy into a Chevy is pretty
common among rodders, but how often
have you seen a whopping 454 in a

"39 coupe? Herb Weiskopf decided that
as long as he was going to upgrade

the powerplant, he might as well go

to a big big block. The '70 model
engine has been kept prelly stock except
for an LS-5 campshaft and an Accel
ignition system. The engine was swapped
into place with a Hurst front mount

and an owner built rear mount. Home-
made headers lead to a set of high
performance 409 type mufflers. To keep
the big incher cool, Herb adapted a

2% -inch Buick core to the stock
radiator tanks. The chassis has been
further updated with a 1968 Camaro
12-bolt rear end riding on the stock
springs, while a set of 1954 Chevrolet
station wagon springs were added up
front. The transmission used is a 4-speed
and a Hurst shifter solved any linkage
problems here. The body on the Opera
coupe was left pretty much stock, and
after some painstaking body work, it
was padinted black acrylic lacquer by
Gironda’s Auto Body. On the inside,

the stock dash was reworked to accept
a set of Stewart-Warner gauges, and
Wesco stitched up the black vinyl!
interior. Chrysler wire wheels and B.F.
Goodrich radial tires complete the car
and add to its good looks as well as the
roadability. This is a very clean car

that has got to be a super sleeper by
anyone'’s standards. Wonder if all of

the Westchester Street Rods are

this tricky!
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The sealed beam conversion kit consists of two
spacer rings and two clamping rings and the screws
to hold them together. The first step is to install
a sealed beam (not included) into each ring set.

The headlight rim and lens is removed,
and then the reflector assembly.

A new wiring harness must be installed

so that the sealed beam can be plugged in.

; SEALED
BEAMS IN
DISGUISE

—-‘ A simple kit that permits the use of sealed
- beam headlights with stock lenses in

The new assembly is now installed and
the wiring connected. Note that the
spacer centers the sealed beam in

the headlight bucket.

If the headlight rim catch (hitch),
1928-1935 Ford, is damaged, Al's has
this repair kit which includes all of the
parts to replace the stock unit.

— Fords and Chevys.

By Joe Mayall

All that is left is to replace the rim
and lens assembly. Be sure 10 hook
the rim over the tabs and secure
the catch.

When our nearsighted buddy from
the cartoons, Mr. Magoo, gets into
trouble because he can't see past the
end of his nose it's funny. But, "taint
funny when being nearsighted at
night in a street rod causes you to
drive through chuck holes or over
debris in the road.

The resto-rod look is here to stay.
Having all the neat gennie stuff on
the outside is a look that has caught
on and is becoming ever more popu-
lar. But, face it gang, those forty
plus year old headlight reflectors
just don’t do the job they did way
back when. Even if they have been
replated they tend to tarnish rapidly
and | know of few enthusiasts that
go so far as to disassemble the head-
lights to polish the reflectors. It was
determined several years ago that
the sealed beam approach to head-
lights was the best one, and no one
has come up with something better.

The trick of course is to combine
the old with the new. By installing a
set of sealed beams and retaining the

At one time, this was the type of sealed
beam conversion kit available. It works
fine, but it is not nearly as appealing.
To some it is downright ugly.

stock look, we can have the better
of two worlds. When sealed beams
first came out, someone came up
with a set of adapters that permitted
the use of the sealed units with the
stock headlight bucket. These units
were excellent for what they were
meant to be, but the stock lenses
were eliminated with this approach
and that is more than half of the
stock look—retaining the stock
lenses.

The solution to the problem is not
a tough one. By using a set of adap-
ters that recess the sealed beams fur-
ther into the stock bucket the orig-
inal lenses can be retained easily.
Alex Blanca of Al's Antique Auto
Parts, 38549 Farwell Drive, Fremont,
CA 94536, recognized the solution
some time ago and has been spin-
ning these adapters for 1928-34 Ford
and 1930-31 and 1933 Chevrolets and
marketing them in kit form to indi-
viduals and dealers. The kit sells for
$19.95 and is complete.

The installation is simple and

quick. All that is required is to re-
move the lens retaining ring, the
reflector and bulb. A sealed beam
type of plug must be spliced onto the
wiring so that the unit can be
plugged in. Next the standard sealed
beam is installed into the adapter and
the screws are tightened on the
clamp ring. The plug is then at-
tached to the sealed beam and the
adapter/sealed beam assembly is
put into place. Now the stock lens
and clamp ring are reinstalled. The
unit is complete and ready to use,
but it would be a good thing if the
headlights were re-aimed to assure
that they will light the roadway as
desired and required by law.
Having stock headlights (appear-
ing) that will let you see past the
end of your nose is easy with the
right equipment. Al's Antique can fix
you right up with what you need, and
the actual installation is easy. Don’t
be a Mr. Magoo when the sun goes
down, it's embarrassing as well as
dangerous. m
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LAST CHANCE
FOR KERNVILLE

All the street rod spirits predict Kernville is gonna
be the funnest rod run of the year.

You better get out in the garage and get old Betsy
spruced up for the first annual Kernville Rod Run and
Snipe Hunt, 'cause it is here already. Well, in a few
more days it will be here, on October 2 and 3rd, 1976.
If you are out on the West Coast, chances are pretty
good you'll want to swing by this southern Sierra Nevada
vacation center for the neatest low buck rod run ever
presented to western rodders. Well, maybe not the
greatest run, but certainly it looks like it can be one of
several.

We have been in contact with all the people involved
to get such an activity off on the right foot (tire?), in-
cluding the Kernville Chamber of Commerce, the local
Kern Valley newspaper, the guys in the Unassociated
Street Rods club of Bakersfield, and the Kernville Street
Rods. We have even consulted old Jake the Turk, who
is in charge of setting on the Kernville street corner
and spitting into the gutter three or four times an hour
(adds rural color to the communty). Jake says it's O.K.
by him iffen we bring up a couple hunnert or a couple
thousand old cars. Can't see what in tarnation anybody
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would want to ride around in an old car fer, though,
and the idee of getting all wet in the river is downright
revolting. Getting wet once a month for a bath is
plenty enough for any living soul.

Remember, to enter you gotta hand out two bucks,
and if you haven’t sent in your entry to Kernville Run,
P.O. Box 15, Chatsworth, CA 91311, it is too late to
do that now. So, iffen you want to make the run, just
haul your old creaky body up to Kernville and check
in at the registration center. Registration will be some-
where or other: Maybe out in the town square, or maybe
over to the riverbank, or maybe at the headquarters
motel (the one right across from the town square.
Jake said it would be easier to keep an eye on us, that
way). Of course, you getting here this late might mean
missing a dash plaque and having to get it in the mail,
or something. Or you might have to do penance by
taking two trips through the river rapids. We’ll figger
out something.

If you plan on making it up to Kernville, just look on
the California road map for Bakersfield. About an inch

east by north you'll find the Kern River Valley, and that
little squiggly line means about 10 miles of the canyon
road is also squiggly. Test out your trick new suspen-
sion. All good road, and super weather this time of year.
Even so, bring a jacket just in case the nighttime Snipe
Hunt gets a chill.

Also bring your own genuine never-to-be-sunk inner-
tube, because we ain't about to furnish them. We'll
furnish all the hot air you need to blow them up, how-
ever. And bring your own picnic, too. If you want to
camp out, there are plenty of campgrounds available.
If you want to soft it, you can get motel reservations
through the Kernville Chamber of Commerce (714)
376-2629. For a camping trailer set up at a campground,
get ahold of rodder Ron Marks at (714) 376-2535.

There will be a number of Rod Action staff members
and freelancers in town a day or so early. This way, we
can find out where all the neat night spots are and keep
them to ourselves. We may share one or two secrets,
but if you like to get out among 'em, you gonna have

to come a day early also. Not going to do much on
Friday except maybe run up the river and see how the
fish are biting. Some excellent eating places in the
area for that night. Saturday, we are going to do some
swimming, spend an hour or two with old Jake, just
spitting, and that night we are going to present a gen-
uine Snipe Hunt. After the hunt, there is going to be
a buffalo stomp dance (for old buffalos). On Sunday, we
are going at it hot and heavy. Going to rope off the
park and adjacent street(s) just for rods. In the river
we got all kinds of things happening, and maybe even
a tug-o-war across the river. Some activities in the
park, and a lot of lying between rodders about who has
the best car.

In all, it looks like Kernville is going to be a whoop-up
of the first degree. Our first two entries came from
Skitch Kenny and Will O'Neil. Well, our first official
entry actually came from Jake the Turk, but how he
plans on getting a 1311 White truck down from his old

abandoned mine he isn’t telling. See ya'll up to Kernville.
|
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This was my first Nats East, in fact it was my first
trip East ever. It was really a neat place and the run
was one of the nicest I'd attended in some time.

Unlike many events we pick to attend, the Nats East
was not washed out by heavy rains or bad weather. How-
ever, there was some rain and Sunday morning looked
like it was going to be a bad day to close out the event.
It cleared off around noon and things continued on
schedule for the most part with the activities being com-
pleted as planned.

The thing that was most noticeable to me was that
the event was such a slow starter. The Nats East was
set up as a Friday, Saturday and Sunday event. On
Thursday some rods started to arrive at the head-
quarters motel and it looks like things were starting to
roll. But, those first cars were about the only ones that
| saw until late Friday. During the day Friday new arrivals
kept showing up at the Timonium Fairgrounds, but the
numbers really never seemed to be growing. Most of
those that came in would stick around awhile and then
disappear, apparently to their motels for rest. | figured
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NATS
EAST
!76 I like Timmy just fine.

By Joe Mayall

that during the night a lot of cars would roll in, but |
was wrong again. It wasn't until Saturday at the fair-
grounds that things started to look like the event it was
billed to bé. On Saturday there was street rods all over
the place and the atmosphere was right for the event.
During this time the mood at the motels was like that of
the event, rather quiet. But, on Saturday night things
started to happen in the parking lots around the motels
and that old rod run magic was there again. | really dig
those parking lots at night.

The event itself had the familiar Nationals format.
There were plenty of driver/car activities, a full compli-
ment of vendors and professional entertainment on Fri-
day and Saturday nights. The judging of the cars was
held in the center of the fairgrounds and it was easy
for any and all to stop by and see all of the cars.

Everything at the fairgrounds was set up for conve-
nience and it wasn't difficult to get from one area to
another. Keeping involved was very easy and enjoying
it all was just a matter of taking a few steps or driving a
short distance. The vendors that were displaying their

Like most NSRA Nats sites, the Timonium, Maryland

fairgrounds had a carnival atmosphere for the Nats East.

The clown was everywhere greeting kids and adults
alike, setting the mood for fun.

2

Areas set aside for various actlivities were clearly magked.
As usual the Rod Wash area was used exiensively.

3

Registration crew knew their stuff and things went very
smoothly here. Area was never over crowded and

check-in was quick.

4
The judging area was right in the center of the fairgrounds.
The location was great in that a continuous car show resulted.

5

Rod repair area was used, but fortunately there was
very little activity here. Jr. Puckett of North Carolina had
to replace a tie rod end.

Grand National Champions were (South) Karen and Bill
Shepard of West Virginia and (North) Pat and

Dick Leslie of Ohio. Each ol the GN Champs received an
engine/trans combo from Chrysier Corporation for their
participation in the event's activities.

7

Feeding a lot of people is a big job, bigger than most
people will tackle. The Nats East Bull Roast has become
famous and although the lines were long, the

meat was tasty and worth waiting for.

8

The swap meet was not overly crowded, but there were plenty
of interesting parts. Some of the items were of the

rare variety.

9

This happy guy hauled his swap meet find with him most of
the day. It's funny how some things never seem heavy.

10
The Rod Jousting contest was a popular event. These
competitors went on to complete a fine run.

11

The Club Rod Pack event was by far the most fun to watch.
It's kind of like a TV game show, but a lot of fun.
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The variety of cars at the event made it very
interesting to everyone. Coming from an area where the
stock bodied Ford dominates, seeing the other

cars in such numbers'was a treat.

14

Major manufacturers were on hand to sell parls and
answer questions on how to do something or how a part
would work best. The service these people put out

to the rodders is always a big part of one of the Nats
type events. The number of vendors keeps growing, and
everyone is beneliting from it.

wares in the buildings on the grounds were pleased with
the response they got from the participants and the par-
ticipants were glad to have the equipment and the manu-
facturers available for examination and questions. The
event would have to be called a success on these points
alone for many.

| got very wrapped up in shooting car features during
the first day, and | kept finding new and different cars
that | wanted for future use in Rod Action. Most of the
cars were of the variety that we need and are hard
pressed to find most of the time. Every time | thought |
had taken on enough | would find that there were at
least two more cars that | really wanted to photograph
before | headed west.

The part of the event that | had heard the most about
was the part that | think was the most disappointing.
The food was good and | enjoyed that part, but getting it
was something else. The lines in the building where the
food was being served were long and they did not
appear to move very fast. Even though the food was
being cooked at the site, the meat was cold by the time
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15

Mickey Lauria of Total Performance is a guy on the

go all the time, so when he goes to an NSRA Nals event
he likes to take his mini bike and sneak off away

from everyone so he can practice without the training wheels.
16

Joe Conkle and crew were on hand with the NSRA

van and merchandise. As with other stops on the

1976 circuit, sales were brisk and those that shopped
early were the lucky ones.

it was served. The availability of items on the serving
tables was not consistent so many people stood and
waited for the plates to be refilled. The food situation
was not as bad as many of the events that have stayed
with the idea, but it was not nearly the treat that | had
expected.

The building that was used for the awards presenta-
tion had a great future. After the awards were given out,
each car that won something was driven through so
that everyone could see what car won what. This is
something that was done at the early NSRA Nationals
and if given the chance to, | would vote for it being
done again. When events get to the size that we have
them at now, it's the only way anyone knows what a
winning car looks like.

In 1976 | made my first trip to the Nats East, but |
would sure like to make it back next year. The only
problem is that everyone else on the staff thinks it
sounds pretty neat as well, and they would like to go.
There are a lot of cars to shoot for features, and | sure
do want to get to them. |

1976 BICENTENNIAL STREET ROD
NATIONALS EAST

WINNERS OF EVENTS

STREETKHANA
(Central PA SRA ran event). All winners received a plaque.
Men's Open
1st Place #569—Bill Shepherd, Western Maryland SRA
Won a certificate from Atlantic Tire Co. for $225,
2nd Place #775—-Gordon Hammersia
Won a certificate from Acme Plating for $125.
3rd Place #563—Parke Butterfield, Early Times of Ohio
Won condensor worth $115 from Comp. Radiator & Air Conditioner.
Men's Closed
1st Place #337—Cliff Small, Downeast Street Rods
Tacoma Hubcapper wheels worth $300.
2nd Place #214—Richard Laging, Rochester SRA
Tubular Auto Headers $150.
3rd Place #83—John Magee, Central PA SRA
Cyclone Headers from Aulomotive Specialties.

Women's Open
1st Place #563—Betty Butterfield, Early Times of Ohio
$100 worth of van equipment from Royal Palm Boutigue.
2nd Place #414—Cheryl Stephens, Capitol Street Rods
Total Performance 350 shifler $80,
3rd Place #251—Pat Leslie, Early Times of Chio
B&M shift kit worth $130 and performance transmission oil cooler $25.
Women's Closed
1st Place #337—Cliff Small's fiance, Downeast SRA
Certificate for $200 from Concorde Tire of Charleston, MA.
2nd Place #382—Susan Schaefer
Certificate from Redi-Strip of VA for $75,
3rd Place #573—Janet Grimes
Bicentennial Hanging Planters from Capitol SRA.

ROD JOUSTING
(Early Times of Ohio ran event). All winners received a plaque.
Men's Open
1st Place #659—Bill Shepherd, Western Maryland SRA
Also received Pete & Jake's 4-Bar worth $240,
2nd Place #775—Gordon Hammersia
Certificate for $100 from Mullins Machine.
3rd Place #414—Wayne Stephens, Capitol Street Rods Inc.
One 20-gallon fill-up of gas from Balzers Service Station.
Men's Closed
1st Place #627—Don Matthews, Vintage Tin of MD
Accel BE! ignition $222.
2nd Place #214—Richarl Laging, Rochester SRA
Accel super coil and wires worth $46,25,
3rd Place #695—Carl Waters, Lancester SRA
Two fire extinguishers from F-M Fire Protection worth $16.10 and a
baltery box from Marine Specialties worlh $8.25.
Women's Open
1st Place #251—Pat Leslie, Early Times of Ohio
Accel BEI ignition syslem worth $222.
2nd Place #414—Cheryl Stephens, Capitol SRI
Accel super coil and wires $46.25.
3rd Place #658—Karen Shepherd, Western MD SRA
il from Hi-Gear worth $23.
Women's Closed
1st Place #386—Alverta Stevens, Early Times of Ohio
Certificate from Marten’s Fabrication for $225.
2nd Place #382—Susan Schaefer
Metric socket set $53,
3rd Place #337—Clilf Small's fiance, Downeast SRA
Flares from MD Autoc Parls worth $27,

IRISH WHEEL
(Free State Street Rods ran event). Plaque presented to each winner.

Open

1st Place #775—Gordon Hammersia
American Vector wheels worth $280.

2nd Place #659—Bill Shepherd, Western MD SRA
Cerlificate from Zip's Custom Paint for $100.

3rd Place #563—FParke Butterfeild, Early Times of Ohio
Lustine Chevrolet burglar alarm worth $48.50.

Closed .
1st Place #214—Richard Laging, Rochester SRA
Louvered hood and side panels from Old Car Store worth $75 and
certificate from BAT Merchandise Services 'or $50.
2nd Place #83—John Magee, Central PA SRA
From McNeal's Garage $100 mechanics services.
3rd Place #382—Bob Schaefer
Quaker State Motor Oil from B.Z. Epps Motor Co. worth $38.20,

TIRE ROLLING CONTEST
(Capitol Street Rods ran event)
1st Place #15—Joe Horisk, Delaware SRA
Super Bell axle $150.
2nd Place #337—Cliff Small, Downeast SRA
Straight-away Hubs $112,
3rd Place #162—Eugene Worchester
Certificate for louvered side panels $75 from Old Car Store.

WOMEN'S TIRE CHANGE

(Central Jersey SRA ran event)

1st Place #414—Cheryl Stephens, Capitcl Street Rods
4 Tacoma Hubcapper wheels worth $300.

2nd Place #592—Carol Scandral, Golden Triangle SRA
Two M/T lires from Auto Specialties §140.

3rd Place #251—Pat Leslie, Early Times of Ohio
Certificate from V-8 Shop $25.

RALLY ROUND THE FLAG
(Delaware SRA ran event). Plaque was p
Men's Open
1st Place #251—Dick Leslie, Early Times of Ohio
Certificate from Royal Palm Van Boutique worth $100.
2nd Place #563—Parke Butterfield, Early Times of Ohio
$50 worth of merchandise from B&T Street Rod City.
Men's Closed
1st Place #58—HRobert Lee, Lancaster Street Rods
Certificate for $100 from Total Performance.
2nd Place #627—Don Matthews, Vintage Tin of MD
Louvered hood and side panels from Old Car Store worth §75.
3rd Place #555—Ernie Lindhorst
Accel Dual Point Distributor worth $46.50.
Women's Open
1st Place #251—Pat Leslie, Early Times of Ohio
Certificate for $50 from Cycle Warehouse and a gift pack of car care
from Dick Blanken Ford.
2nd Place #58—Betty Butterfield, Early Times of Ohio
Accel dual point distributor $46.50.
Women's Closed
1st Place #58—June Downing, Central PA SRA
Certiticate from Hat Machine Services for $100.
2nd Place #15—Fay Horisk, Delaware SRA
Ron Francis wiring harness worth $100.
3rd Place #128—Connie Kinnary, Vintage Tin of Chicago
Mallory Performance ignition kit worth $40.

PARTS 1.D.
(Free State Street Rods ran event)

Winner #58—Robert Lee, Lancaster Street Rods
Hollander Interchange Manual worth $30.

CLUB ACTIVITIES' WINNERS

CLUB TRICYCLE RACES
(Western MD SRA ran event)
1st Place—Rochester Street Rods

ted to each wi

(tie
1st Place—Early Times of Ohio

Individual Winners
Men—Jeflf Grouse (Rochester SRA)
Women—Claudia Krouse (Capitol SRI)

CLUB VOLLEYBALL
(Western Maryland SRA ran event)

1st Place—Delaware SRA
2nd Place—South Jersey SRA

CLUB ROD PACK
(Golden Triangle ran event)

1st Place—Golden Triangle SRA
2nd Place—Delaware SRA

CLUB ROD PUSH
(Tidewater SRA ran event)

1st Place—Caloctin Mt SRA
2nd Place—Golden Triangle SRA

CLUB TUG OF WAR
(Virginia Street Rods ran event )

1st Place—Catoctin Mt SRA
2nd Place—Delaware SRA

NSRA SAFETY INSPECTION
(Was run by Injectors of MD)

Interesting note: Approximately 150 vehicles were inspected; 50 did not
pass inspection!

ROD REPAIR SHOP
(Was run by Vintage Tin of MD)

LONG DISTANCE AWARD

#1—Skitch Kenny of California
Received plaque and check for $25.

SUPER CLUB WINNER
Early Times of Ohlo

GRAND NATIONALS CHAMPION (NORTH)
#251—Pat and Dick Leslie (Ohio)

GRAND NATIONALS CHAMPION (SOUTH)
#659—Karen and Bill Shepherd (W.Va.)
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This is a familiar sight at the Father's Day Roadster
Exhibition, open cars lined up and looking their best.

This original Mullins trailer was complete right down to
the script hub caps.

Interest in old cars is sure increasing. At every phase
we can see where the events and activities that are
associated with old cars are enjoying all kinds of growth.
Whatever the event, it is bigger today than it was last
year. Another barometer is the fact that there are so
many new events each year, and yet the old ones do
not suffer, but still grow.

Most car builders have become very aware of swap
meets and what they can do for them. Among the swap
meets that are better known we have the Hershey,
Pennsylvania meet, the Harrah's Reno, Nevada meet and
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DAD'S DAY
TREAT

The L.A. Roadsters Annual
Father’'s Day Exhibition and
.. Swap Meet keeps getting

#w, bigger and betier.

By Joe Mayall

-

A typical swap meet assortment of wares, everything from a
Model A sedan body to an early 50's Bulck grille.

Displays like this were common, paris are calegorized but
not otherwise identified.

the L.A. Roadsters Father's Day Roadster Exhibition
and Swap Meet.

Of all of the bigger swap meets, the L.A, Roadsters
annual meet is the only one that is basically a hot rod
parts swap meet. Although the event is not restricted to
hot rod parts only, by the very nature of the sponsoring
group being a street rod club, it works out to have more
of them than most meets. There are plenty of stock
parts, repro parts and complete cars, so this is one of
the most interesting swap meets for street rodders of
the ones around.

This complete '34 Ford fordor was as original as you'll
find anywhere.

This ultra clean '56 Ford big window pickup was olffered for
sale or trade. Won't find one cleaner than it.

=
——

Items like this trunk will have as much appeal to a restorer as
a rodder. Many such things are found at the meet.

I'll never forget my first L.A. Roadsters Exhibition and
Swap Meet. | was living in Idaho at the time and Tex had
been telling me about it for a couple of years. | couldn’t
wait to get to L.A. and see it for myself. At that time
the event was held at the Hollywood Bowl in the parking
lot. The parking area is terraced and the first couple of
levels were reserved for the roadsters on display. The
levels above were for the swappers. | was like a kid with
a sweet tooth in a candy store the whole day. First |
was looking at the roadsters, then the swap meet, then
back to the roadsters. The day just wasn’t long enough

f

Running into old friends is sometimes as much fun as
seeing the goodies. Lynn Williams is a regular swapper and
fun to talk with each year.

One of two SOHC Ford engines that was being offered.
Wouldn't that be something for a sireeter?

Il o

A '32 Ford five-window coupe that was ready to drive home.
Stocker boasted new paint.

for all | needed to see.

The Roadster Exhibition and Swap Meet has long
since outgrown the Hollywood Bowl facilities, and for
several years has been held at the Great Western Exhi-
bition Center in Los Angeles. This facility does not have
the beauty of the Hollywood Bowl, but it does have a
lot more room. The Great Western was picked as the
new location as it was the biggest facility of its kind
in the area. For many years it proved to be ample using
only the outside part of the center. However, after the
growth that was experienced last year the L.A. Roadsters
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Some Kinmont disc brakes and a sprint car nose are not your
normal swap meet finds these days, but here they are.

g mad SRR SeY Ly
Roadsters and tourings from all over nearly filled the

building at the Great Western Exhibition Cenier for the
twelfth Father's Day show and swap meel.

decided that it was time to use some of the inside
space as well.

For the first time in the event's twelve year history,
the Exhibition part of the one dayer was held under a
roof. Most of the 160 plus open cars were displayed
inside the main building on the grounds. Also inside,
out of the hot sun were a few of the commercial vendors.
Most of these vendors are suppliers of repro or street
rod components. Outside, there were over 500 swappers.
Some of them were selling complete cars, some were
offering an assortment of parts, some were offering
limited interest parts like license plates and some were
there to sell one or two items left over from their latest
car building project.

With all of the preplanning, however, there still was an
overflow number of swappers and space was limited.
Freeing up the outside areas by moving the roadsters
inside was a good move, but it was just barely enough.
Fortunately, there is more room available for more ex-
pansion, and it looks as though it will be needed soon.

With all of the extra work and bother the sponsors
have had due to the growth, it has only made the event
that much better for you and |, the spectators and
swappers. The event has always been a full day’s enter-
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This blower mounted on an early Ford type intake is
typical of the things you can only find at the Father's Day
swap meet.

Does this take you back, or does this take you back?

tainment for all, but now it is of the size that you must
get there as early as possible and stay late. To see it
all you have to be on the go the entire time. The event
is really a triple treat for those that make it, the swap
meet, the Roadster Exhibition and the non-open car
show in the parking lot outside the fence. Each of these
events have enough appeal to stand on their own, so
trying to take them all in on a single day takes planning.

Last year | made it to my second Father's Day Road-
ster Exhibition and this year it was my third, | saw a lot
of change between the first two events | attended, but
they were separated by eight years. However, between
the eleventh and twelfth edition there was a noticeable
change as well. In only one year the increase in exhib-
itors and swappers have filled the additional space that
it was felt would be sufficient for several years growth.
There has been some talk about this event being ex-
panded to two days so that the spectators can see all
there is to see. | for one, think it's a great idea, but |
don’t have to do any of the work. This good thing just
keeps getting better and being able to enjoy it all at a
more leisurely pace would sure be great. | don't know
what could make the event more fun for me, but maybe
making it last longer is the answer. |

ROD ROUTE

I've known Herby Gehlken for a few years now, having
met him first at the Yellowstone Run. When he mentioned
having a rod run near his Northern California home of
Redding a couple of years ago, | had to agree it would
be a great idea. Not because the country is beautiful
(which it is), and not because it is green and fresh and
abundant with water (which it is), and not because it is
relatively overlooked by the tourists (which it is). What | had
in mind was the excellent fishing.

Ay =
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THE
VOLGANO

Or, as they say in Northern
California, run to the stix in ’76.

You see, Redding is at the extreme north end of the great
inland California valley so famous for agriculture. Redding
is something a farming center, cattle center, and logging
center . . . and for years an outpost for hot rod activity

(remember the old Shasta Roadsters and drag racing and
Bonneville streamliners?). At any rate, HRM's Tom Medley
and | annually travel west of Redding for October steelhead
and salmon fishing, and for some time | had been wanting
to sample the little known trout water of equally little known

Currently the most popular body styles in street rodding:
1932 Ford phaeton and 1933-34 Ford Tudor. Paul Lohrey's
Deuce walked away with the People's Choice award.

PR o R PR 0 0 S T3
An easy prediction—the 1935-36 Fords are coming on
strong with builders, will rank with '32s and '33-'34s within
next two years. Three-window coupes will be
especially popular.
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I'his nutty and near-stock 1931 Chrysier sedan (different Tex still doesn't know who owns this 1929 Ford RPU Paul Tucker makes most West Coast runs in iwo-tfone Early May is beautiful in Northern California, with trees
wheels!) campaigns rod runs with owner Earl Emmers of highboy, first saw it at Yellowstone Run. Car is hardly a green 1932 Chevy Vicky. Car is plenty solid for long just coming into bloom and weather perfect. Only one of
Nevada at the column. Earl prefers mixing with the street typical street rod, does plenty of off-road duty as distance cruising, has been an example for many westerners 150 cars failed to show for run. Outdoor show and steak
rodders but likes restorations. shown by ground clearance. interested in building Chevys. fry is adjacent to excellent fishing river. Hard combo to beat.
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Best non-Ford was voted to Lee Staulfacher and his This is a genuine one-of-two-in-existence E Pluribis Unims. Unusual poker run was sponsored by Chico Area Rods club. It you don't have a roadster, make one from whatever you
1924 Dodge tub. The 1971 Ford engine has 400 inches, runs Pete Peasha built 1924 Dodge touring with Mode/ A Signs reminiscent to old Burma Shave roadside teasers have. Didn't get full particulars on this one, but the photo
with San Jose Roadster Club banner. fenders and a bunch of other stuff laying around the garage, were used to give instructions. Four deuces won. shows what can be done with imagination.

came up with an unusual machine. Volcano Run chairman
Herb Gehlken has similar center door Dodge sedan
E.P.U. in the works.

extreme northeastern California. Right smack where the
Volcano Run is held.

Hosted by the Golden Valley Street Rods of the Redding
area, the Volcano Run gets its name from nearby Mount

e Lassen and Shasta. At an elevation of around 3000 feet, the
’ ‘.I.‘l\'\lﬂ.'ll;' temperatures during the spring are superb for camping out,
- \\"-1.“. Il and the Burney Falls state park is perfect for rodders on a

o budget. The local Burney city businessmen assist with the run

steak banquet, using a giant utility company recreation
facility (how about a 10 pound rainbow trout, caught
less than 100 yards from the show 'n shine), and the western
outdoors atmosphere is unbeatable for maximum rod run
pleasure.

This is somewhat of a closed run, with 150 entries accepted
this past year. However, | suspect if enough rodders were
to prevail on the GVSR, they might possibly extend the limit
upward somewhat. If you are lucky enough to make the

Unusual turbocharged engine in 1934 Ford coupe was affair next year, bring along your hiking boots, fishing Large number of Volcano Run participants chose to camp Sunday morning brings out all the rods for parade through
quiet and dependable. Turbo blowers have yet to make it big pole (flies work great below spectacular Burney Falls), and at state campground which is adjacent to spectacular small town of Burney. Crowds quickly gather to see the old
with street rodders, but they work well. the family to visit one of the most unknown corners of the Burney Falls. Suggest you plan to stay in area extra day cars in one spot, activity has become high spot in year

Golden State. | or so if you attend next year. for the natives. Note unidentified luxury car at right.
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ANDY'S SCRAPBOOK

By Andy Southard, Jr.

Who says old rondsters get lost in the shuffle?
Nol true—for here is one with an interesting history.

Taking you back to the year 1956, during the
month of February Monterey Kar Kapades Show
promoter Mike Homen invited me to their show. He
wanted my “T" roadster pickup to be displayed. |
nocepled L0 offer, and put my roadster in the show.
Par'iipating in my first West Coast car show was
a thrill for me. I'll never forget it!

Move in night was fun. | set my roadster up,
cleaned it and then ventured around looking at the
other cars that were going to be displayed. Having
my trusty Speed Graphic camera in hand, | shot a
few pictures. One outstanding roadster that was
getting wiped off, was Bill Montero’s chopped, chan-
neled and sectioned '31 Ford roadster.

Bill's son Don was there cleaning and preparing
the roadster, as | was setting up to take this picture.
As | was focusing, Don stepped aside so | could
take the picture. After the shot was taken, | looked
the roadster over carefully, and found it was really
nice. Painted a light blue and scalloped in a darker
blue, edges were striped by Tommy The Greek.
Notice his famous tear drops on the grille shell!

Not remembering the full details of the roadster,
I referred to my vast library of car magazines, that
go back to 1948. Reference tells me that it took two
years for Bill to build the car. The '31 “A” body is
sectioned and channeled four and a half inches over
a '32. Ford frame. The top was chopped six inches
and sported a white top and white interior uphol-
stery. The total overall height was fifty-four inches.
That was pretty low! Original “A” fenders were
sectioned to fit to the body. Interesting note too,
here is a full fendered car that only weighed 1,985
pounds. For power a 296-cubic-inch '51 Mercury,

L]

Bill Montero’s 1931 Ford Roadster

with Isky cam, Silvolite pistons, Offenhauser heads,

and triple carbs gave it plenty of punch. Note

%l;!que adorning front nerf bars saying it's the “Hula
rl.”

To really date the car, Bill took the Grand Trophy
at the 1953 Peninsula Aulorama at San Jose Civic
Auditorium. Bill was also quite active in racing and
club affairs for he was President of the San Jose
Igniters car club, President of the Santa Clara
County Timing Assoc., and an active member of the
Santa Clara Chapter of the National Safety Council.

After quite a few years’ time lapse, | saw the road-
ster 2qain. It was at the 1972 San Jose Autorama,
this ume owned by Al Ford. Basically it's the same
roadster, except for a darker blue paint job, mag
wheels and wide Goodyear tires. The interior was

changed along with new running board covers. The
flathead Merc was still there also.

I saw it again at the *73 Oaklkand Roadster Show.
This time it was under the name of Bob Benson,
as owner.

So, some old roadsters don't get lost in the
shuffle, for this is just one good example. |

"5 / — ..-.n -‘b-..'-"'. =
Louis Angelucci's 1932 Ford Roadster

Being the street scene is becoming very popular
again, I chose this photo from my files of a very
streetable '32 Ford roadster.

The roadster belonged to Louis Angelucci of
Whittier, California. I took this picture at the Third
Annual Los Angeles Motorama in 1952.

Unusual for the time, notice the roadster is up on
its own stanchions. | imagine the reason for doing
this was to get the roadster off the floor, which
could show it off more.

The roadster was painted black with black and
white upholstery. The '32 grille shell was filled,
customary for those days. Custom raised headlight
bars support sealed beam lights. Original side
panels were discarded and custom made ones had
fifty-two louvers. The stock '32 top hood had a total
of forty-six louvers. Other body modifications in-
cluded filled cowl air vent, outside door handles
removed, kicked up frame, and installation of '50
Pontiac taillights.

Lou spent a total of eighteen months to build
the roadster with an investment of fifteen hundred
dollars. That was pretty reasonable compared to
today’s price to build a roadster.

Under the hood sits a 244 cubic inch Mercury
flathead with Edelbrock heads, three pot manifold.
Not visible from this angle, but chromed exhaust
headers can just about be seen below the frame
rails. Chromed framed windshield looks like it has
been chopped a few inches.

I never met Lou, but often wondered if that is he
sitting on the wooden railing to the left of the pic-
ture. | remember at the time, he was talking with
someone, and | didn’t interrupt. | should have waited
and approached him when he was through talking.
For it bugs me now not knowing if that was he or
not.

Wonder where | got all the details on the road-
ster? Check out the March '53 issue of Hot Rod
Magazine and see more pictures of Lou’s roadster
that were taken by HRM famous photographer Eric
Rickman.

As with all the old pictures | have of rods that
I've taken, | say to myself—“Wonder where they
are now?"” =
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TANKED

( Continued [rom page 31)

sides, obviously, will require welding
on all four sides 1o secure them in
position

Waorking with o template you will be
able 1o realize the basic shape of
your tank and can from this proceed
1o outting up the real thing. Since the
sides are flat they probably will re-
Quire no bending saving you some
eftort. The top and bottom panels
will each have to be bent at least

Outlet was made from a piece of 3/8-inch pipe.
Depending on engine size a 1/4-inch pipe fitting could
also have been used.

# 3 o

The finished product. The custom gas tank holds 15
gallons and was made from 16 gauge mild steel and weighs
approximately 135 pounds when full of fuel.

3

.- A
VDO sending unit can be installed with the tank all

welded and in a completed state. Unit is well made and
easy to work with.
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once. In my case that was all that
was required. With all the pieces cut
you should now need some bending. If
you have a local machine shop or air
conditioning shop in town they should
have a press that will perform the
bends you need. If not or you are real-
ly into making everything by yourself
there is a way to do it at home with
"backyard" tools. Using angle iron
or channel attach it to the gas tank
material using C-clamps. Make sure
the material cannot move within the
confines of the supporting metal and
clamps, then using a soft mallet of
some type bend the metal to the de-

ol

Demonstrated is the TP gas filler assembly, note the safety
chain. Filler is flush mounted and held in position with three
counter sunk screws or bolts. Cap also fits flush.

sired shape. Don't make the bend all
at once, go slowly checking fit as you
go along. Before doing any welding
it would be a good idea to mock the
tank up and check for hole positioning.
Most likely you will need holes for
inlet, outlet, sending unit and as in
my case for mounting. If you are sure
of hole positioning you can put them
in, as Adolph did with my tank, be-
fore welding the unit. To cut the holes
you will first have to determine the
center point of the holes and scribe
a mark. With this mark a drill press
should work best for starting the holes
or a hand drill. The best way for a

e Rk Ty S T T

Hose has 1Y%-inch opening on either side, make sure
to note this when making gas tank and use proper inlet size

tubing. Eighteen gauge mild steel tubing does the job.

One of the considerations on tank size is the location
and accessibility of it. Fits neat, doesn't take up too much
room and holds 714.54 gallons. Just right!

A hose clamp of some type should be used to hold
fuel filler hose in place. Hose is very flexible, but try to
keep severe bends out.

- ST L il
A 1%-inch hole will have to be drilled to allow the filler
to be mounted into the body as wanted in this application.
Length of hose and its flexibility will determine what
are the pos!yons you can place the filler assembly.
)

oo HOP-UP KIT
® 283-302-307-327-350 Chev... $218.30
® 306-427-454 Chev. ........ $241.40

® (open and closed chamber)
® 289-302 Ford (includes

e boss engine) ............. $218.30
@ 390-427-428 Ford ......... $224.07
o 340 COTWIer . cvcoenversns $218.30
e Send 25% deposit when ordering

® merchandise.
e CATALOG: $2.00/T-SHIRT: $3.00

* SPEED-0-MOTIVE

9624 Atlantic Bivd,, Dept, RAS
South Gate, Californmia 90280
(213) 564-8082

o000
P 00009000 CCPCPOONOOROOOOOPOORROPOPIRPROOPOROPOORPORORDS

CUSTOMIZE VAN
& AUTO INTERIORS

TAKE IN

f' rJI ’ = . -T ;Ill \
UPTO ﬁ’ */ i EOR
$750% avia .Jhl-u_ *'L1

PERWEEK! § 8 1S
YOU'RE NEEDED NOW IN THIS EXCITING,

HIGH-PAYING FIELD!

NO NEED TO QUIT YOUR PRESENT
anl—urn wtﬁlo ou learn at home
in spare time. (Many r:‘r.\oﬂ first
earnings socon after starting with
AULD I you can handle a screw-
drivar and a pair of shears, you can
make it big in auto trim—and related
fields like Yinyl Repair, Auto Glass and
Landau Tops.
UPHOLSTER ANY VEHICLE . . . Auto, Van,
Camper, hm’! or Dllnl.—'— start \n]llth YOur own
i It siness o big. so fantastic that. usually, you need
:‘n l;;n:n?:nnt o |al¢t‘ in a wehicle for rwmllmln] or
VAN CUSTS the t L sh in on
VAN CUSTOMIZING IS HOTI NOW is ime to cash
this huge. growing market . . . where $1,200 for a week's -unou-h
is not unusuall Hard to believe? Not if you've a “Sal-
tan's Den™ lately—like the one shown, Jobs like this usvally
BEGIN at 3800 — go all the way to $3,000 or more
LEARN HOW TO START, MANAGE AND DEVELOP YOUR OWN
BUSINESS! A U.1's proven step-by step method is time-tested
.« . includes the tools of the trade. And, right from the start
u get fabrics. kits and supplies wholesale, So get the facts
%nfv. MNo obligation—mno salesman will call,

AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE, Depr CAY

P.O, Box 16, 1205 W. Barkley, Orange, CA 92666

SEND FOR FREE AUTO TRIM
CAREER BOOKLET AND FREE FACTS |
ON HOME TRAINING PLAN TODAY!
B0s W barktey. B o e T Orange, CA 92666

i
l Please rush me the big illustrated ]
auto upholstery fact book at no charge. l

Name___ Age
I.Mldr

City, State Zip.
' Approved for Vets & Non-Vets
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garage built gas tank to have the holes
cut into it are with a set of Greenlee
Chassis Punches. These punches are
commonly used by electricians and
can be found in most electrical sup-
ply houses.

Obviously, each hole will need
something to fill it. You will need an
inlet tube, outlet pipe, sending unit
and, as in my case, mounting tubes
for the all thread to be run through.
The inlet tubing should be determined
by the size of hose you are going to
use. | elected to use the Total Per-

THE

The Complete Rod Shop Dedicated to
s&m 20@ PAINTING=Mild, Wild

Custom Paints Mixed

PAINTING

COMPLETE CARS
Custom Engineered

CHASSIS BUILDING

WELDING-Heliare

BODYWORK

Tube Frames, etc.

FABRICATION

Stainless—Alum.
INSTALLATIONS
Conversions=Jag, etec.

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

PINSTRIPING

Chopped Tops—Glass

R

Avay
PRre “48” Parts 4Ble

To A10 In BUILdING YOUR ROD

Send $2.00 for our New Street Rod Catalog

R.D. #6, Rt. 222,

Sinking Spring, Pa. 19608

PHONE: (215)777-6571

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday — 9:

STORE HOURS:

Mondoy & Wednesday - 9:

Saturday — 9:

Very authentic reproduction.

$1400.
Send $1.00 for catalog.

Box 458
Gibbon, NE 68840
(308) 468-6178

Gibbon Fiberglass Reproductions

GIBBON
FIBERGLASS
REPRODUCTIONS
1932 FORD ROADSTER BODY

Body
comes with full floor, doors are fit
and hung on hinges with latches. All
oak reinforced with rain troughs and
operational cowl, vent and deck lid.

FAD T CHASSIS

The top street rod chassis builder in the
country is now offering a complete “T”
chassis and accessory package. Write for
details or SEND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE
CATALOGUE OF STREET ROD
GOODIES! We ship same day.

“A" and “T" frame plans $4.00. ea.
$12.00. ELEE

'32 Ford frame plans

15711 Verdura St. Dept. rA
Paramount, California 90723 (213) 531-3186

formance gas tank filler kit. This kit
comes with a neoprene type hose (gas
resistant), gasket, filler neck with
screw in cap and safety chain. In my
case | wanted an external filler for the
gas tank and secondly it had to be a
flush fit with the body, the TP kit was
just what the street rodder's doctor
ordered. Since the TP kit uses a hose
that has a 1%2-inch opening the inlet
on the tank was made to match. Mild
steel tubing, 18-gauge, with a 1¥2-inch
diameter was used. (You can find this
type of tubing at a muffler shop.) The
outlet, because of engine size, was
selected as a piece of %s-inch pipe
with standard threads. The sending
unit for your gas gauge will be de-
termined by your unit. In my case the
VDO instrument called for a 2% -inch
hole to be used. The last set of holes
to be filled were the mounting points.
Here 3% x .065-inch wall tubing was
used. To secure the tank to the body
two all thread shafts were run through
the tank and flooring and fastened.

The most critical part of the con-
struction is the welding. If you have a
heli-arc use a mild steel rod. If you
don't have a heli-arc find someone
who does. Do not gas weld as the
weld will not withstand the constant
punishment. Another alternative is to
short arc. This type of wire feed weld-
ing is found in many header manufac-
turer plants. Weld the two main sec-
tions of your tank together then pro-

| ceed to adjust the sending unit and

float per your instructions. The VDO
unit that was used here is well illus-
trated and goes together quickly. Once
this is completed you can weld up the
sides.

The exterior of the tank can be
cleaned up with lacquer thinner or
acetone and painted. The inside
should have been fresh metal, proper-
ly cleaned, before starting. Adolph
recommends against using a tank seal-
er. Instead a good in line fuel filter
should do the trick nicely.

A good steel tank properly welded
should last the life of the car and
give no further problems. And having
that extra capacity comes in handy
when one is trying to work his or her
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way back and forth from long dis-
tance rod runs. a

NEW THROTTLE
ASSEMBLY READY

Advance Adapters, Inc. has an-
nounced the availability of a new
throttle assembly for most vehicles.

The assembly includes a steel
braided cable that is plastic coated
for friction free use, with an outer
shell of encased steel. The pedal
assembly is 10” long at the fulcrum
point, and can be heated and bent to
any desired position. The mounting
brackets include a unique spring ar-
rangement to return the pedal to the
idle position.

This new pedal assembly from
Advance Adapters is ideal for en-
gine swaps in all types of vehicles,
and is easily mounted on the floor-
board or firewall, utilizing the brack-
ets supplied.

The cable and housing are a full
24" long for mounting in most any
remote location.

Advanced Adapters, Inc. is recog-
nized as the leading manufacturer
of engine to transmission adapters
in the automotive industry.

For further information on the new
Advance Adapters throttle assembly,
and the complete line of Advance
Adapters products, send $1.00 for
their newest catalog to: Advance
Adapters, Inc., 13629 Talc St.,, Santa
Fe Springs, CA 90670, (213) 921-0702.

SHOTGUN™ MAXIMUM

PERFORMANCE STREET

TORQUE CONVERTERS

INTRODUCED BY HURST

Hurst Performance has entered the

performance automatic transmission
market with a complete line of
products headed by the new Shot-
gun™ Torque Converters.

Designed to increase stall speed,
the Shotgun Converter allows your
car to make its getaway at higher en-
gine rpm where horsepower output
is greater. The result is a substantial
increase in usable bottom-end power,
much like that produced by adding
a set of performance gears to the
rear axle.

The Shotgun is an 11” street use
torque converter designed for use
on stock or mildly modified engines.
Through the exclusive Trick/Loc de-
sign feature, the Shotgun provides a
stall speed in the 2000 to 2800 rpm
range while retaining stock low

speed/normal driving response. An
additional benefit is reduced slippage
in normal driving to eliminate gas
mileage penalties found in some
other converters.

For cars with more modified en-
gines, Hurst has also announced a
10” Super Shotgun Street Converter
which produces stall speeds in the
2900 to 3500 rpm range.

Easily installed, Shotgun Convert-
ers replace the stock converter in
much the same way a clutch is
changed, without the need for ad-
justment and with less effort. No
modifications to the engine are re-
quired, but the performance increase
is largely dependent upon the state
of tune of the engine. All Shotgun
Converters are made to Hurst's ex-
acting standards and are backed by
the Hurst quality assurance program.

Hurst Shotgun Converters are
available now from your Hurst dealer.
For additional information, contact
Hurst Performance, Inc., Dept. A, 50
West Street Rd., Warminster, PA
18974.

ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE

A complete line of custom paint
and custom painting accessories is
available from Denny Johnson En-
terprises. Thirty candy colors, 12
pearl colors, six murano colors in
gallons, quarts, pints and one ounce
bottles. Also Metalflake, Mirra. Spin-
drift, Glowble & Vreeble. Airbrushes,
spray guns, striping brushes and
striping tapes. Airbrush and custom
painting instruction books. Alpha foil
in nine colors. Send $2.25 for 51-
color chart and product info. or 50¢
for product info. only to: Denny
Johnson Enterprises, Dept. RA, 803
Charles Street, Willowick, OH 44094,
Mail order only. No foreign and
Canadian orders.

POSTER DEPICTS DIRECT
CONNECTION PROGRAM
DETROIT, Michigan—Chrysler Cor-
poration’s Direct Connection Pro-
gram now offers a full color 24" x
36" poster depicting the types of
vehicles and high performance parts
for which the program was estab-
lished. Direct Connection serves
Mopar drivers by offering a factory-
direct source of specially engin-
neered parts and accessories avail-
able through Dodge and Chrysler-
Plymouth dealers. The poster carries
the phrase, “Mopar Spoken Here”
and will find its way onto shop, game
room and bedroom walls of Mopar
enthusiasts everywhere. For your
Direct Connection Poster, part no.
P4007660, contact your nearest Di-
rect Connection Dealer or send $2.75
to Chrysler Corporation, P.O. Box
857, Dept. CIMS 414-05-49, Detroit,
MI 48231. o
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» 1st Annual Buena Park
March 4, 5, 6, 1977
Movie World Exhibit Center
« 24th Annual San Diego
March 18, 19, 20, 1977
Downtown Community Concourse
« 6th Annual Bakersfield
April' 1, 2, 3, 1977
Kern County Fairgrounds
« 17th Annual Los Angeles
April 21, 22, 23, 24, 1977
Los Angeles Memorial
Sports Arena
SHOW INFO CALL 213/588-1934
P.O. Box 400, Maywood, CA 90270

SHOW

Utica, New York — Oct. 30 and 31,
1976. “World of Wheels” Rod and
Custom show. Produced by Show Car
Productions, P.O. Box 13, Endwell,
NY 13760. Tel. (315) 652-9803. Spon-

CUSTOM CAR AND
HOT ROD SHOWS red by the 7 Valley Street Rod
g0 alley Street Rods
SCHEDULE at NYsrArrnaory, Memorial Parkway
R. G. Canning’s East.

+ Sth Annual Santa Barbara
Oclober 15, 16, 17, 1976
Earl Warren Showgrounds

» 17Tth Annual Long Beach
November 19, 20, 21, 1976
Long Beach Arena
Pacific Terrace Center

» 2nd Annual Lancaster
January 7, 8, 9, 1977
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds

= 2nd Annual Ventura
February 4, 5, 6, 1977
Ventura Fairgrounds

‘» 22nd Annual San Bernardino
February 18, 19, 20, 1977
National Orange Showgrounds

Junction City, K8 — MNovember €
and 7, 1976. 8th Annual Custom car
show, Municipal Auditorium. Contact:
Bill Levinson, 337 West Chestnut,
Junction City, KS 66441,

GO

SEPTEMBER 1976

Kingsten Mew York—September 17-
19, 1976. 8th Annual Norlheast Rod
Run. Show & Shine, Trophies, Activ-
ities—pre-registration a must. Con-

tact: Bob Saputo, 102 Von Huenfeld

Santa Rosa, California — September
10-12, 1976. 2nd West Coast Street
Machine Mini Nationals, Sonoma
County Fairgrounds. NSRA Sanc-
tioned event. Contact: Bill Barnes
{408) 263-7588, or NCSMA, 1177 Sun-
rise, Milpilas, CA.

Cincinnati, Ohlo — September 11 and
12, 1976. 6th Annual Rod Run hosted
by Cincy Street Rods Inc. For info:
Tom Pekel, P.O. Box 11136, Cincin-
nati, OH 45236. Phone (513) 451-5037.

Indianapolis, Indiana — September
11 and 12, 1876. 4th Annual Cider
Run. Camp out and welner roast
sponsored by the Indiana Street Rod
Assoclation. For info: Bev Hoff, 10152
Southeastern Ave., Indianapolis, IN
46239. Phone (317) B862-4874.

Rochester, New York — September
12, 1976. 5th Annual Car Show and
Swap Meet sponsored by the Ro-
chester Street Rods, Inc., Olympia
Park, Scotisville Road. For info: Tim
Kearney, 90 Bailey Rd., Hilton, NY
14468. Phone (716) 392-8162.

Mt. Pleasant, lowa — September 17-
19, 1976. 3rd Annual Vintage Rodders
of S.E. lowa Fall Camp/Run and
Sunday Swap Meet. Contact: Mike
Paine, R.R. 5, Box 39, Mt Pleasant,
lowa S2641. Phone (319) 385-3055.

Salem Oregon — September 18 and
18, 1976. Silverscreen VI Rod Run
Campout, North Falls Park. Pre '48
cars only. For info: Willamette Val-
ley Street Rods, 1349 Mistwood Dr.
M.E., Salem, OR §7303.

Springfield, Illinois — September 18,
1976. 2nd Annual Red Run hosted
by the Vintage Times at Lincoln
Park. For info: Tom Wilber, 1649

Lake Texhoma, Oklahoma — Septem-
ber 18 and 19, 1976. 4th Annual Lake
Texhoma Rod Run (formerly Lake
Murray) sponsored by the Oklahoma
Street Rod Association. For pre-
registration and info: Tinker Thomas,
113 SW 13th, Moore, OK 73160.
Phone (405) 794-1481.

South Bend, Indiana — Seplember
25 and 26, 1976. Swap Meet, 4-H
Fairgrounds, Ironwood and Jackson
Road. 100 percent automotive and re-
lated parts, over 70 acres. For info
or space: Bruce (219) 233-9828 or
Bill {219) 255-7083.

OCTOBER 19876

Pine Mountain, Georgia—October 1,
2 and 3, 1976. Pacemakers-Callaway
Gardens, Rods-Machines-Vans Round-
up. Contact: Pacemakers Car Club,
1944 Gherry Drive, Austell, GA 30001.
Phone (404) 948-23237,

Treasure Island, Florida—October 1-
3, 1976. 3rd Annual Suncoast Rod
Run and Picnic, by Roamin' Chariots,
Inc. Contact: Roamin' Charlots, Inc.,
12005 Fourth Street East, Treasure
Island FL 33706.

Waco, Texas — October 8 and 10,
1976. 1st Annual South Central Street
Machine Roundup., Fort Fisher Park,
sanctioned by National Street Rod
Association. For info: Bobby Ramey,
25223 Glen Loch Dr., Spring, TX
77380 or NSRA Field Office, 503
Longworth, Duncanville, TX 75116.

Mebile, AL — October 23 and 24,
1976. 5th Annual Gulf Coast Rod
Roundup, by Port City Classics, 1056
Anderson Ct., Mobile, AL 38606 or
Perry Farnell, 2748 8. Thompson Dr.,
Mobile, AL 36606.

A classitied section to sell, swap, or buy.
Furnish printed or typewritten copy, along with
check or money order for ad inserlion, based on
the following rates: Red Action subscribers, 10¢
per word; non-subscribers, 15¢ per word. Do not
count name and address in word charge. If a
photo is to be included with ad, enclose an addi-
tional $5 to cover production costs (furnish only
black and white photo, no color). Be sure to
include name and correct return mailing address.
No ads from commercial firms. Rod Action re-
serves lhe right to edit copy or refuse ads.
Although not responsible for y or de-
scription, ads including misleading statements
will be refused. Ads printed in first awvailable
issua after receipt of copy. Send ad and payment
to: “Stop and Shop,” Rod Action Magazine, 7850
Deering Avenue, Canoga Park, California 91304.

SELL: 1932 Ford Victoria. Car built in

Street, Massapequa Park, NY 11762.

Scrader, Springfield, IL 62702.

(Continued from page 6)
the site the following day in a late
model rental car. ,

| attended the event, took my pho-
tos and had a good time. The lack
of cooperation in no way was a prob-
lem—I've been in similar situations
before and all worked out just fine.
But, now I'm home and | am looking
through the material | gathered on
my trip. | do not have any idea who
did what, who is who, or what hap-
pened when. | totally missed three of
the events and therefore have no
record of them (two of these were
brand new and would have been
great to report on). | don't have a
report of who the performers were
during the entertainment and | don't
have a handy reference of the com-
mercial displays that were on hand.
In short, | can’t give a decent report
of a big event that | traveled several
thousand miles to attend. It was a
big event and had appeal, but | doubt
we'll be going back.

| don’t want to criticize without of-
fering some suggestions as well. Any
run that requests the press or is big
enough to attract it on its merits
should be prepared to take care of
them properly. A press kit should be
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available that includes a program,
event schedule and the name of
someone to contact after the event
for additional information, like event
winners, etc. Make sure that the peo-
ple from the press know their way
around and that they are able to
come and go from the event site with-
out problems. In most cases the
press personnel would just as soon
go about their business without too
much fanfare, but check back and
see that everything is going O.K.
from time to time, just in case some-
thing is needed. This is what is
known as P.R.

If you feel that you can get along
without the press, that's up to you.
But, don’t bad mouth them if you
treat them like you don’t care and
don’t be surprised if you don’t see
them again. As for me and the above
event, | shot a whole bunch of car
features and made the best of the
situation. | guess they felt they didn't
need our coverage . . . well, the feel-
ing is mutual.

* L] -

A sad thing happened on Father's
Day this year. LeRoi “Tex" Smith
sold his most prized and famous
street rod, the 1934 Ford Roadster
he had owned since 1962. The car
was the subject of many how-to arti-

cles and had appeared in all forms
of completion in more than one mag-
azine. The car was a dandy and it
had been the topic for many lunch
time ribbing sessions—all of course
directed at our leader. But now, it's
gone to a new owner and the fun we
and Tex have had with it is gone as
well.

| guess what is sad, is that Tex
sold the car for the best of all rea-
sons, to keep pace with the spiraling
economy. There just isn't a way to
keep pace with it and you can’t fight
it, so when it comes right down to
it, the decision must be made and the
action taken.

The buyer of the car is going to
first put it on the road as a fender-
less highboy and then will complete
the car much in the style that Tex
had planned on from the beginning.
In the final form the car will be run-
ning side mounts and will be full
fendered. | will be following the con-
struction, and we are all interested
in the progress—but with mixed emo-
tions for some of us.

Anyway, we are sure that some
stories have already started floating
around as to why Tex sold the car.
But, whatever you hear, remember
the truth is just as simple as can
be—he needed the money to pay
bills. Nothing deeper than that. |

late 50's. Caddy maroon with black fen-
ders. All steel body. Complete Ford
drivetrain. Can be driven anywhere. $6500
or best offer. May trade. Barry Hajduy,
Box A, Alpha, NJ 08865. Phone (201)
479-6205.

SELL: 1923 T Roadster pickup. Daytona
Yellow, featured June '73 Street Rodder.
Recently rebuilt, fresh paint, fresh
chrome, with 350 Chev and 671 blower,
Vette IRS, Hallcrafts, disc brakes and
many other features. $7000. Tom Brough,
R#3, Salem, IL. Phone (618) 548-3281.

SELL: 1930 Model A Ford sedan, 351
Cleveland Ford-C6 automatic, Jag rear,
much chrome, air, tilt wheel, power
windows, overdrive. Feature car July '76
Rod Action. Asking $14,000. Joe Raimo,
53 Wellington Bivd., Wyomissing, PA
19610. Phone (215) 926-1377 days, (215)
678-0946 evenings.

SWAP: My '32 Ford Tourer for '32 Ford
tudor or Vickie. All replies answered.
John Chilcott, 115 Crane St.,, Ballina
2478, N.S.W., Australia.

SELL: 1941 Packard classic. Excellent
condition, 4 door. $6,700. Mrs. W. F.
Crouch, 7904 Candlewood, El Paso, TX
79925. No collect calls (915) 598-0960.

SELL: 1957 Studebaker 4 door station
wagon. Needs some work but runs good.
Best offer, may trade. Gene Cohn, Hard-
ing highway, Newfield, NJ 08344.

SELL: Ford Victoria, stock appearing,
283 Chev powered, nothing cut or welded.
Kelsey Hayes 16" wires, new wide whites,
spare and locking cap. Proper mohair
and woodgraining. Correct ash trays,
visors, etc. Once featured in Street Rod
Pictorial, drive it anywhere. Not cheap.
Please write, Bob Theda, c/o Alyeska
Pipeline Services Center, Green Const.
Co., 5 mile cap, Fairbanks, AK 99716.
Car is stored in Portland, Oregon.

SELL: 1948 Anglia, body, frame, com-
plete fiberglass fenders and trunk lip.
Sell cheap or trade for '32 to '35 Ford,
car or truck body and frame. Jim Wimber-
ly, 1106 Kings Grant Rd., Wilmington,
NC. 791-6772.

WANTED: '34 Ford pickup with a good
stock body. Engine, drive train, wheels,
etc. not important. Pete Schwabenland,
1237 South 5th St., Fresno, CA 93702.

(Please turn page)

STREET T'S

Dept. RI3 P.0. Box 8098
Akron, Ohio 44320

'76 Street Rod Specialist [
Catolog  pas, Accessories

luding: Car Kits, Fiber Glass Bodies,Top Bow Kits,
g Header, Lights,Windshields,Many Moreltems

Catolog Price $30¢
Refunded With *40 Order

Welded Frames

SAVE MONEY ByiidYour Own Complete Chassis
Step by Step Instruction

33 Pages Of Full Size Patteras 1
4 x 8 Complete Chassis Photos Detailed Instructions
How To Make And Install Every Part On Chassis
Catolog Price *5*
Refunded With *100* Parts Order

;:ﬂli
,:';‘ ' : fr"!

216/854-9078 E

Full Line O Brass Accessories  Walker Radiators  Comphele Chassls

f
;
g
!
i
§
E

Teps Wheels Walkes Radisters Hallcaft Whoels  Full Line Of Brass Accosseries  Complele Chassis  Jig

SUBSCRIBE

FLORIDA :
ROD / [
SHOP i

-

“SUPERIOR STREET ROD EQUIPMENT"
HAND LAMINATED ‘23 T
BODIES T TOURING HELI-
ARC, JIG WELDED FRAMES ~
TUBE AXLES — RADIUS RODS

BRASS RADIATORS — JAG
CONVERSIONS — WIND-
SHIELDS — SIDE-LAMPS —
HALLCRAFT WIRE WHEELS —
ROADSTER KIT CARS.

STREET ROD CATALOG .. $2.00
BRASS RADIATOR CATALOG $1.00

FLORIDA ROD SHOP
P.O. BOX 6023
CLEARWATER, FL. 33518

Phone: (813) 784-722_2__
rod aotion




do it yourself !
STREET ROD WIRING
-——- HARNESSES

4 .

_. A

1 f

'Q

[F 2 A

o

v
ACOMPLETE 12 vOL T WiRiea HARNESS DEMONED TO FIT YOUR
MO0 IBD STRERT ROD. EVERY CONNECTION I8 TAGGED AND COLOAR
COOND wiin BASY 10 uu:‘:nnun METAUCTIONS ALL MECESSARY
WiRiG FO COMSLETELY WIAR YOUR CAR [N ONE EVENING.!

LOOK Fos Trill 3 SOODIE AT WINSTOM SALEN-TIMONIUM & TULSA

/{"(w Trancis, wonSigm

Give Heart Fund

American Heart Association®

THE WORLD'S ONLY SUPER MARKET
FOR STREET ROADSTERS!!!

MNow for the foll
fendered

Cal Automotive

15 the only manufacturer of

street roadsters and fiberglass bodies that has a

te line of ies such as cowl lamps,

t.llllghn windshield frames, complete chassis,

tube axles, ete. Before you build, be sure to send
$1.00 for the Suver Market P%L £,

SCOE BLVD.

CAL AUTOMOTIVE s v e’

?6?-&3(25 Evenings and Weeskends 767-9388

The best there is
and much more.

Everything you need for your sireet rod is here: Parls,
Machining and Chrome services Send $1.50 for our
catalog to: Street Rod City 16E. Columbia Ave.,
Palisades Park. NJ 07650 (201) 942-8264. A/A
===l =N NN N N _§_ ]

CHROME! |

new O  eamts

1909-1948
LARGEST STOCK OF RESTORATION
PARTS AVAILABLE. SEND $1.00
FOR CATALOG
SPECIALIZED AUTO PARTS, INC.
7130 CAPITOL, HOUSTON, TX 77011

CHROME PLATING
Steel & Aluminum Parts Chrome Plated
GRAVES PLATING CO.

P.0. Box 1052, A, Florence Ala, 35630
Phone (205) 764-9487

* QUALITY PLATING SINCE 1945 »

82 rod action

WANTED: 1933-34 Ford coupe or sedan.
As complete as possible. Midwestern
states preferred. All replies answered,
Dave Dwight, 2615—4th. Street “A," East
Moline, IL 61244,

SELL: Rear “big windo” for 1956 F-100.
Not fogged, no scratches and also in-
cludes chrome trim. Price $125. J. Ken-
neth Clemons, 3423 Triplett Circle N.W,,
Cleveland, TN 37311.

SELL: 55-57 Chev or GMC fiberglass
Cameo pickup box, Pontiac motor and
rebuilt four speed hydro. Andy Pelton,
9214 S. Alaska, Tacoma, WA.

SELL: '57 Chrysler Hemi. This Firepower
engine was of limited edition. Completely
restored (stock) $400 invested not in-
cluding labor. Best offer. Phone (715)
532-6008.

‘..r'(’éﬂ..- "I' ".- .\_,'-.'l"

SELL: Arly's T. 23 T Roadster pickup.
Polished f-85 aluminum Olds engine, au-
tomatic, torsion front, Jag rear, fully
chromed. Upholstery by AAction, un-
derside of body fully finished, paneled
with stainless steel, polished 200’s
wheels, removable camper top, 19 mpg,
a super T bucket for the person craving
the finest for street or show. $8,500.
Phone (916) 865-9801.

SELL: 1940 Ford Std. coupe rod. 327 with
350 Turbo, crushed velvet interior, tinted
glass. No collect calls. SASE, best offer
over $5,500. Ken Kinnaird, 5210 N. River
Rd., Springfield, OH 45502. Phone (513)
265-5503.

WANTED: '34 Ford 3 window coupe, body
and frame. Alan Horton, 2333 Manchester
St., W. Sacto.,, CA 95691. Phone (916)
372-5064.

WANTED: 1240 Buick parts. Right, left

front turn signals and guides, interior
parts and trunk emblem, others. Mike
Bade, 201 Meech St., Apt. #7, Charle-
voix, Ml 49720,

SELL: 1958 Pontiac Bonneville, 2 dr.
H.T., PS, PB, 4 speed automatic. Real
clean, everything like from factory. $1950.
1952 Pontiac car panel, flat head 8
cylinder engine. Automatic transmission,
runs, great car for restoring. $750. Also,
1936 Ford 60 horse V-8 engine and 3
speed transmission, all together and will
run. $150. Tom Hall, 2040 S.W. 23rd.,
Redmond, OR 97756. Ph. (503) 548-2584,

WANTED: For 1949 Ford flathead V-8,
exhaust headers, electric fuel pump, elec-
tric solenoid to fit. Bob Althage, 1369
McCausland 2N, St. Louis, MO 63117.
(314) 645-6526.

SELL: 1950 Olds Custom, mint condition,
5,000 miles since originally built. Cover
car of Rod Ideas, Jan. 1976. Best offer
over $10,000. John Moses, 338 Mt. View,
San Rafael, CA 94901. Ph. (415) 456-7403.

WANTED: 1933-34 Ford Tudor, Fordor, or
Coupe. Anything from shell to complete
car. Send detailed description, photos,
price. Christian, 901 W. Tudor, Anchor-
age, AK 99503.

Only
$1.25 each

ISSUES!

Need a certain back issue of street rodding’s most
authoritative monthly? Well, like we've been telling
you for the past couple of years now, the supply was
(and is) limited. We have sold out most of the early
copies of Rod Action, and now they are going for a
premium price in the collection markets. That means
you really missed the boat by not taking advantage of
our offers when we still had a full supply.

That doesn't mean we are completely out of back
issues, however. Just send $1.25 per copy, and we'll
load you up with those copies we still have available.

YES susugsvs

REPLY FORM:

Challenge Publications, Inc.
Customer Service Dept. City
7950 Deering Avenue

Canoga Park, California 91304

ROD ENGINEERING:
TORSION BARS

GARAGE CARS:
ARIZONA AND
MISSISSIPPI

HOW TO:
ENGINE TURNING

TENTH ANNUAL ROADSTER ROUNDUP
[“" u TRADITIONAL HIGH BOY CHASSIS

NEW HOLLEY MANIFOLDS
A STAFFER BEGINS A STREET TUB
Keep all your issues of Rod Action Magazine in order
and in great shape. Order 1, or 2, or a dozen, and
we'll get them right out in the return mail. With our
trick binders, each issue of Rod Action can be inserted
or removed separately, and each binder holds a full
year's supply of 12 issues. Slip Rod Action in a binder
and it'll be at your fingerlips in years to come, just

o
ACTION
BINDERS

Special
$5.50 each
$10 for two
postpaid

Gentlemen: Please send me the following back issues of Rod Action:

Volume 3, No. 2 .. ..
Volume 4, No. 1 ....
Volume 5, No. 1 ....

ROD ACTION Binders at 8550 each ............cccovinnn. two for $10.00.
Also, | would like to order a one year subscription to Rod Action at just $1125

No.9 ...
No.3 ....

NO.. T No. 11 .... No.12 ....

No.2 ....

NO evasis

........ State ............covvie ZIP i
{On binders only, California residents add 6% sales tax.

Please allow up to 6 weeks for delivery.)

rod action
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When it comer to efficient fuel handling, you
can’t beat The Holley System

Carburetors, intake manifolds and fuel
pumps designed to work as a highly efficient
team . .. that's the idea behind

The Holley System.

The new Model 4360 carburetor is a
classic example of Holley’s forward
thinking. It’s a lower cost, lower airflow,
mechanical secondary spread-bore,

. delivering excellent fuel economy as well as
positive street performance. Many other
Holley models are designed for specific fuel
system requirements and many have been
reduced in price by up to 16% for 1976.

. Holley Street and Strip Dominator
manifolds are designed with one thing in
mind — the most efficient flow of fuel/air
mixture for any driving or racing require-
ment. The Street Dominator provides

maximum economy, torque and driveability
for good street operation. The Strip
Dominator delivers peak performance at
higher engine speeds for track use.

Holley mechanical fuel pumps and
maximum-performance electric pumps
permit tailored fuel delivery to meet any
fuel system requirement.

In addition to max-efficiency fuel system
products, Holley has M/T cast aluminum
valve covers in the polished or black
Krinkle finish. They add that extra touch of
class to your engine.

Holley

Coit Industries Carburetor Division
C-342

P.O. Box 749, Warren, Mich. 48090
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