




































































A look at a tall T wrapped in metal!

In these days of fiberglass tourings,
buckets, phaetons, sedans and what have
vou, we were refreshed to learn about a
rod that's being built around an all-steel
body. Even nicer, the rod in question uses
arare'26 T “phone booth" coupe body.

Robert Hegge, our man about the
Midwest, professional shop scrutinizer
and ace rod explorer, stumbled into a
shop in Madison, Illinois to find Andy
Economy (yes, that's his real name) in the
midst of building this unique tall T.

Andy came across the body in a—would
you believe?—corn field. Though it had
been residing there for years (snakes were
calling it home), the body was in
extremely good condition. With the body
safely back at his shop, Lee & Andy’s
Towing and Storage, he set about
looking for a T frame. Only a T frame
would do, as Andy wanted to retain the
antique’s stock wheelbase. He also
wanted to use stock fenders and many
other original pieces.

The search for a T chassis paid off
handsomely. The frame he found had
been modified by Lou Heitzler of St.
Louis for another owner who, after losing
interest in his T rod, offered the frame
for sale. The good thing about the frame
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was that not only was it built to take a
V-8, something which Andy was looking
for, but it also came with a Ford
small-block already bolted between the
rails. Since this was exactly the
powerplant he'd planned to install, he
couldn’t have been happier.

As you will see in the photos on these
pages, the frame was attached to the T
with little modification, and this street
rod is quickly nearing completion. You
can rest assured that as soon as this little
two-door is streetable, it'll be featured
again in Custom & Rod! &

N

The custom-built frame required little modification to mate
it to body. The firewall has been recessed so original full
hood will it over 302-inch '74 Ford small-block. Engine has
. ®  peen set back a total of 10 inches, also improving weight
wiie - distribution.
SR

Chrome ‘72 Corvette independent
rear suspension utilizes heavy-
duty Corvair shocks and is bolted
to special step hung from 4130
moly 2x4-inch square tubing
frame. Half shafts have not

been narrowed.

Though attachment points for
Corvair front suspension aren’t too
attractive, front end should be
plenty strong and work well.
Braided stainless line will replace
stock brake line. Note Corvair strut
rod (arrow) and flex steering shaft.
Channel brace on right of frame
will support fender.

Custom traction bar can be
adjusted at frame. Extent of
bodywork needed on rocker panel
can be seen here.

s o

Rack-and-pinion steering from & '74
Pinto is used up front. Builder prefers
the flex cable steering shaft over the
double U-joints used in solid shaft
design. Those are '65 Corvair A-arms
and Chevelle discs and spindles.

Tilt steering column (from a '69 Olds)
was being checked out for fit when this

photo was taken. Metal floorboards are

all new. Mustang shifter protrudes from
floor ahead of seat. Hole in foreground

is for master brake cylinder.

Here's a close-up of the flex steering
cable (arrow). Corvair A-arms are
chrome.
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This is what rear portion of body and rear fender-
wells looked like after bodywork was completed and
' primer sprayed. |

1 g |
' ~

Body rot can be seen
at corners. New sheet
metal is required,
Body has been
stripped to bare metal
and, despite rust
spots, is in excellent
shape.

Five months of work
have brought the 26 T
to this stage. Oak top
ribs are in place, as are
'74 Mustang seats.

Expert bodyman Bob Barr lends a hand in
the fitting of new sheet metal panel to
lower portion of T's door.

Cowl and firewall are about finished, though steering
column is still not bolted in place.

After bodywork on stock T fenders was completed,
- =m0 oow Special they were bolted onto body to check fit. Sanding
| ; = | & bending was will come later.
i/ omanrwwers var] 1 v N B required for the
N SN L2 rebuilding of
/ e inner portion
I v ' of door. Here's
; what the inner
.’ \ o1 door panel
fi: ~ B looked like
z g P when it was
«| " finished. Bob
f really knows
4 ( J his stuff.
-
©
Buick gauge panel will most likely be used in T's dash,
though owner hasn’t made up his mind yet.
| B For parting shot, owner Andy Economy removed body and
rolled out the finished chassis and drivetrain. Stock 302
motor is mated to stock C-4 Ford automatic. Note how
dual exhausts have been run. We can’t wait to see what
48/1001 CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS finished car will look like.
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By Greg Sharp
It’s finished! Our
common sense hot
rod project becomes
areality! -

PART FOUR

You step in, careful not to set foot
on the new rubber running boards. You
take your seat behind the flat four-
spoked sprint-car-type steering wheel
and shut the door with an authoritative
click. A mere twist of the key with your
left hand and California Orange comes
to life! The sound echoing off the street
from the turned-down tail pipes and
turbo mufflers belies the fact that only
302 inches of stock Ford small-block lie
under the one-piece hood in front of you.
After a brief warm-up period and a
glance at the gauges, you slide the
Mustang shifter into Drive and move into
traffic. It takes restraint on your part at
this point because anything more than
easing into the spoon throttle pedal
results in smoke and squeals of protest
from the 225SR-15 Bridgestone radials
out back. Take it easy on driveways and
dips because as low as this critter is, a
“low-rider approach” to obstacles is al-
most mandatory. A quick glance at your
reflection in a store front window tells
you that it doesn't matter though be-
cause ‘‘the Orange” has that ‘‘just right”
rake and there’s no “‘gaposis” between
the tops of the tires and the fender line.

Approaching a red traffic signal you
notice that although the early Ford drum
brakes take more pedal pressure than
your power-braked stocker, they are still
quite capable of bringing things to a

halt in a straight and sure manner. You
can’t help but notice the stares you're
receiving from those unfortunate enough
to be surrounded by more mundane
sheet metal, and as the couple in the
Vega pulls alongside, they ask, “‘What
year is it?"" Your simple response,
““Twenty-nine," brings the first of several
versions you're likely to hear: “The one
we had was exactly like that only it had
a hard top and four doors.”

As you reach the top of the freeway
on-ramp and give a quick check over
your left shoulder, you have no trouble at
all getting up to traffic speed. Now just
cruising along at 55 (more or less) with
the wind in your hair on a crisp and
sunny day, you discover what this thing
we've chosen to label “street rodding" is

all about. As you pull into Gary Simon's
driveway with a grin on your face and
reluctantly return the keys, you know
that the time, effort and money Gary
expended were well worth it. You've
made mental notes to yourself that the
exhaust resonance is a bit loud, the click
of the electric fuel pump in its present
location is a bit unnerving and the rear
suspension a little stiff. But you realize
that these are only teething problems
that seem pale compared to the fun of
driving such a fine piece of machinery.

Continued on page 65
1001 CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS/51




n ers a"e a Ie av at ml west a"ctlon Photos by John Lee

Shoehorned between early Fords were a couple of
Chryslers, one of which was this rare '46-'48
eight-cylinder New Yorker Town & Country ragtop.
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few craftsmen in the business working
wrinkles out of rusty bodies with a
hammer, dolly and lead. About 80
percent of the projects that came to the
shop, some from hundreds of miles, were
original restorations, the rest street rods.
Dwight can swing either way. He never
questions a customer's decision to rod or
restore. His own cars include a bone-
stock Model A roadster and a '40 Ford
coupe he customized in the early '60s.
A few years ago he built up an authen-
tic Model T speedster powered by a
four-cylinder Opel engine and four-
speed. When another now-defunct rod-
ding magazine needed a quality top chop
on their “new angle Anglia” in short
order, they shipped the car to Dwight,
then flew a phntographer to Gibbrm from

| ro
'O“ L '-_.; ‘-' }_-
£ m&h

The 1932 Ford
roadster at left
brought a healthy
$3,200 at Gibbon
Body Shop
auction. Other
potential rods for
sale included '29
roadster pickup
and 30 roadster. h'ﬂ‘

A Wide va riety Of "Awright now, here we go. Whadda ya

gonna give for it? Two-hundred, gimmy

tin goes on the w1 eot two. now four-hundred. four.

Sour. four—I got four. now six, gimmy

chopping block in **::-

. | It was a holiday for hot rodders, and

restorers too, when the Gibbon Body

G|bb°n' NebraSka' Shop held its one and only dispersal
auction.

The dingy, 40-year-old garage build-
ing beside U.S. 30 in the farming town of
Gibbon, Nebraska, has become known
far and wide by old car fanciers. There
were always a few early cars in various
degrees of completion parked in front,
and the lot around back was a veritable
vintage tin treasure trove.

Owner Dwight Bond scoured every
pasture and draw for miles around to
accumulate the bodies and parts for his
restoration projects. He was one of the

Bidders had their choice of pickup cabs, one stock,
the other chopped.

By John Lee
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This 1931 Model A panel truck
needed a lot of work, but could make a
neat rod.

Los Angeles to record the procedure.

Dwight realized that the growing
custom craze created more demand,
especially for early Ford components,
than he could supply from his personal
boneyard. Neither were there enough
who could afford to pay for the time and
skill his craft requires. The answer was
volume.

Dwight began to make fiberglass
molds from bodiesand components after
he'd restored them to perfection. One of
the first was a rear door to convert a
Model A Tudor into a sedan delivery
that was so popular among rodders. He
also reproduced the double-barrel seat
and cylindrical gas tank from his T
speedster. \

That end of the business has expanded
to such a point that Dwight finally
decided to devote full time to it. The
auction was held to get his collection of
parts and project cars into the hands of
those who could use them. The proceeds
will help expand the fiberglass operation

te' ’_. : » _pee—.

Model A coupe was fairly complete and
straight. Gibbon shop produces
fiberglass replacement fenders.

Over 200 fenders were sold at prices from $2.50 to $140 for a pair of deuce rears.
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in a larger building in Gibbon.

Currently the line-up being marketed
nationwide by Gibbon Fiberglass Repro-
ductions includes 1932 Ford roadster
and phaeton, 1929 Model A roadster and
roadster pickup, 1930-31 Model A
phaeton and 1934 roadster bodies and all
associated parts. The offerings are being
expanded all the time.

It took nearly 12 hours on a cloudy
Saturday to auction off everything.
Nobody cared much about who was who
as rodders vied with restorers for the
right to own the prized possessions.
Many will be able to get their projects
closer to completion with genuine parts
from the hundreds of fenders, radiators
and shells, roadster doors, small parts
and accessories.

Prices varied widely. One bidder got
two steering wheels, a license bracket

The auction attracted many street
rodders. Gary Coleman of Des Moines,
lowa, stopped by on way to
Yellowstone run with cherry ‘36
cabriolet. Chevy small-block, wire
wheels, 'Vette IRS are featured.

and more for S50 cents, while another
paid $24 for some "32 Ford rear frame
horn covers. A filled Deuce grille shell
sold for $40, and Model A shells in
various conditions went for $6 and up.
Fenders ranged from $2.50 to a high of
$410 for a pair of restored "32 coupe or
roadster rear fenders.

Early Ford potential street rods were
numerous. There was a '32 chassis set up
with a Buick V-8, a chopped Model A
and stock '32 pickup cabs, two A Vic-
toria bodies and a '29 roadster body.

A rough but nearly complete ‘31 Panel
Delivery and a '36 Sedan Delivery
promised to offer someone a good start
on a street rod. Also sold without engines
but with Dwight's new fiberglass fenders
were a "26 roadster pickup, '32 and '34
sedans and a '33 pickup.

The most sought-after car to go on the
block was a Deuce roadster with a sound,
unrestored all-steel body. It had a
running four-cylinder engine and most of
the original equipment except top and
interior. The new owner, who didn't
reveal whether the Deuce will wind up
stock or modified, had to go to $3200 to
get 1t.

By the time the auction ended that
evening, a lot of enthusiasts went home
with new projects or vital parts needed to
complete current labors of love.

Cliff Shiers towed chopped '28 tudor in
from Kearney, Nebraska, in hopes of
finding a buyer. Gene Paist built the
yeliow, Chevy-powered rod several
years ago.

Duane Viglicky of Hastings, Nebraska, drove over in gold
and black small-block powered '34 Chevy coupe.
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Threads fora“T”

How to go about upholstering a T bucket the right way!

Fiberglass
body is fitted
with stringers
and a
reinforcing
band around
the inside top
edge. This is
all cut from
3/4-inch
plywood and
'glassed to
the body.

Story & photographs by Don Emmons

=

A cardboard pattern has been
cut out and fitted down into
the body. Bob Mercado of

Mr. Bob & Son lays out the
pattern on the template. If the
body has already been
painted, he masks it off along
the top edge to protect it.

Bob's son “Merc" lays out
pattern on a sheet of 1/8-inch
plywood. This is thin enough
to easily conform to the inside
of the body.
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Next to paint, the interior of
a rod has the most visual
impact. A good interior is as
important as good body work,
proper chrome plating and, of
course, a high quality paint job.
But finding a good upholsterer
can often be just as tough as
finding a good body shop or
chrome plater.

Jerry Van Wormer of
Arcadia, California found
himself in just such a
predicament when he went out
in search of someone todo the
interior of his T bucket. You'd
think that upholsteringa T
would be a cinch and almost
anyone who knew which end of
the needle to hold could doit.
But that's not the case,
especially if you've invested
great sums of money in your T
already and don’t want to end
up with a ruined interior.
Though small, the interior of a
T requires just as competent a
craftsman as the interior of a
Rolls Royce. There may not be
as much work involved. but the
craftsmanship has got to be
there or it won't be worth a
damn when it's finished.

We had told Jerry that if he
came across somebody he could
trust with his T to let us know,
as we wanted to show exactly
what is involved in upholstering
a T bucket. After a thorough
search of the Southern
California area, Jerry selected
Mr. Bob & Son Upholstery
Shop at 4826'2 Olympic Blvd.
in Los Angeles. Bob Mercado.
the shop's owner, and an
upholsterer since 1952,
consented to have us pester him
with our camera and tape
recorder while he put together
an interior for Jerry's street rod.

On these pages we've
illustrated step-by-step the
work that goes into finishing off
the inside of a bucket. We
intend this only as a guide to
assist vou (providing you know
how to sew) in upholstering
your own T. For those of you
not into sewing, it should serve
to at least familiarize you with
the art of upholstering and help
in your search for a qualified
professional. (&

A piece of wood is cut and wedged in to
hold the plywood against the body fora
good fit up front.

i~/

Foam is made up for the top roll from
the original cardboard piece where the
pattern was laid out. Here it is checked
for tit on the wood insert.

After plywood has been cut out with a Saber saw, the fitis
checked. A second piece is cut 1/4-inch smaller than the first
one and glued to the first one while in the body. Both pieces
must be soaked in water before placing them in the body.

A piece of 1Vz-inch foam is cut to the
size of the diamond pattern sections. It
is glued to a cardboard backing that is
also the right size. The diamond pattern
is laid out on the foam and where the
lines intersect, a 1-inch hole is cut with
a #22 button hole cutter. Only the foam
is cut, not the backing.

Here Bob is doing the diamond pleats.
One piece of leatherette is used for the
entire section. It’s important to know
how much the folds will take up to
ensure allowing enough material. Start
in the center and work each way.

With the two wet pieces glued together, the unit is pushed
into proper place. Usually it won't go quite all the way down
and is clamped down and screwed to the stringers for a
couple of days to dry completely. It can be marked at this

time for proper fit.

The wood insert Is pulled out after it's
dry and is now ready for upholstery.
Leatherette diamond back portion was
made up while this was drying in
the body.
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After the Dacron filler is in place, a #22 prong type button is
shoved through the material and a hole in the foam with the
prongs bent over the backing. This is done for each
diamond pleat,

On the backside a cardboard backing is bent over the

button prongs.
The foam roll that was made up earlier is now ready to be Start at the corners when pulling up the covering material for
glued in place. The roll should not be too fat so as to extend the roll. This area is the hardest to fit. Work out the folds with
away from the tufted section. That not only looks bad but is a hair dryer gun to heat up the material and make it pliable.
uncomfortable.

[-.*-{_@:’vé A

When the diamond-tufted portion is

in place, a piece of Naugahyde is cut for
the top roll. It is stapled with a length
of welting to the top edge of the

tufted section.

After the back panel is finished, it's
glued to wood insert and the top edge is

stapled firmly to the insert to make sure Corners fit neatly after it was heated and worked. The
it's held tightly all along the top rest of the material is worked and attached along the
because this finishes off the top of top of the body.

the diamonds.

Lower portion of the tufted area is now stapled to the
wood seat riser. This finishes off the lower tufted
section so work carefully. Notice how well shaped the
diamond pattern is around the curved portion.

i . ».];;3!( . o ."
Finishing off the top edge is a piece of small top

“hidem"™ that's pop riveted over the edge and rivet
heads. This “hidem" is a material that opens up to

allow the rivet head to be placed inside and covers
them after it is secured.

Carpet should be installed before the insert is placed into the
body. Edges of the carpet are hidden which gives a better
finished appearance.

The top edge of the material is fastened to the body
with small 1/8-inch pop rivets.
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In goes the insert with the tufted section all finished. Take
care to get the insert bound up going in.
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Old favorite chrome reversed
wheel is shown here, Different
appearance comes from use of
‘50 Merc hubcap. You'll
probably have to look long and
hard at swap meets for a set

inexpensive
wheels may be
as close as
your local
junkyard!

One of the many railye
wheels offered on late-
model Chevys Is this
design. Idea of using
contempaorary wheel on
late '30s Chevy coupe
looks great, blends well
with rod thems,

and keeps things
all-Chevrolet,
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A set of unique,
sturdy and very
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By Greg Sharp

Hey, buddy! Think you've
seen enough slotted dish
“mag’* wheels to last you a
lifetime? Frankly, so do we.
Granted, the right car with the
right paint job, sitting just right
looks pretty darn neat with a
set of “‘slots’* glittering in the
noonday sun. But it’s getting to
the point where you see the

same type wheel on everything

from ‘T coupes to brand new
mini-cars on the showroom
floor. Enough is enough. So

where do we go from here?

Modern “smooth center” chrome wheel
takes on different look when center is
painted contrasting color to body.

IP—_ e~ - e ————

All-time favorite is painted "40-'48 Ford
steel wheel with small hubcap and
maitching beauty rim. Similar hubcaps
are available brand new over Ford
parts counters.

This styled steel
wheel has been
offered by Buick
since '64 so
should be readily
available from
wrecking yards.»
Center portion
could be painted
to match or
contrast with
body color.

Simplest treatment of
all is painted wheel with
accessory "baby moon"”
or “baldy" hubcap.
Pinstripe adds

*Ty. cfassic touch.

ey

Not exactly a low buck item,
this cast aluminum true
knock-off Corvette wheel Is
now sought after by restorers
and col{ectors, Buf, keep your
eyes open. There was a time
when these too were cheap.

There are enouigh varieties of
“styled steel wheels” coming
from the Detroit auto makers
oW 0 you should have no Here’s our ald Ford favorite with
problem finding something “baby moon” again. This time it's seét

that looks good to you. In most
ases the can'be used as

off by stalnless beauty band. Again
you'll have to watch swap meets or old

is, but you may just want to add Ford parts houses for these.
a look at these ideas and see if Moot 2 T i e A
ot cas hind away to ki _ ost commoh form o vy raliye wheel was firs
?m m‘;t ST gk ﬂ”a otfered on disc brake-equipped late '60s Camaros.

both 14 and 15-inch varieties are available.
' 1001 CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS/61



Here’s the
painted Ford
wheel one
more time,
This one has
been reversed
for wider base
but still retains
small Ford cap
and beauty rim
combination.

Great (dea here is use of

Olds hubeap on painted and
chromed wheel. The carisa
late '40s Olds so hubcap goes
well with design of the car and
keeps product identity.
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One more variation of the Chevy rallye
wheel. This one features a larger baldy
type cap and instead of paint, center
has been anodized to contrast with
body color.

Instead of a beauty band, this wheel
has the entire rim chromed with center
painted and baldy cap added.

For a real '50s look there's always a full
wheel cover like this '56 Olds Flesta.

W hen these were “'in'' you had to chain
a Doberman to each wheel to keap ‘em

DARRYL STARBIRD

Amarillo and Little Rock.

For these custom exhibitions, Darryl
builds two or three feature cars a year
and contracts several other rods and
customs. A few years back he bought the
Lil Coffin a channeled '32 Ford tudor
with cantilever top he built back in the
early 1960s, and rebuilt it as a radical
delivery-styled street rod.

Those who saw his shows during the
past year will remember the Marvel
Machine, a $14.000 Pantera with custom
front and rear grille and the fenders
widened 1o accommodate wide tires; and
the phone booth-styled Cecil the Diesel
mini-semi-truck with a Mercedes diesel
for power.

Darryl is totally irreverent when it
comes to building customs; he’ll tear into
any kind of vehicle. A planned project for
the next show season is a restyled version
of the $35,000 GM Motorhome.

Still making his influence felt in the
automotive world in other ways, Starbird
has recently embarked on another
endeavor as founder and president of the
National Rod and Custom Association. A
sanctioning body for all of his shows, the
association also inaugurated a new auto
event in July with the Rod and Custom
Nationals in Oklahoma City. A super car
meet open to all types of rods, machines
and vans, the event included an outdoor
show and swap meet.

Whatever happened to radical auto-
mobile customizing? Darryl Starbird
offers some interesting observations.
First of all, it didn't actually die in the
mid-1960s:; it just changed form.

1 see a lot of custom cars at my shows.
They're around,” he insists. “The big
trend for the young enthusiast is the
1955-1960 cars. They're doing their own
thing with them—radiused wheel open-
ings. spoilers, scoops, wild paint. It's just
that some of us are judging by 1950s
standards and don't recognize them as
the new breed of customs."”

Two other factors hurt the custom
industry. One was that customs didn’t
“sell'” in the speed-crazed, drag-racing
1960s. The popular magazines dropped
customs in favor of performance cars.
The other factor was professional
customizers like Starbird himself.
*Customs got too far out of line for the
average guy,” said Darryl. “I was
building cars no one wanted, let alone
could afford to own. I enjoyed the
apportunity to build far-out works of art,
but I had so many big contracts I
couldn't work in the practical street
customs.”

Yes, Darryl Starbird (like singer Paul
Smmn) is “still crazy after all these
years." Customizing has been good to the
mechanic’s son from Wichita, and the
automotive world can look forward to
many more good things from the mind
and hands of one of the nation’s best.

&

ROD
PRODUCT
NEWS

AUTOMATIC KICK

This is Hurst’s Automatic Systems
catalog. It contains eight pages in
four colors and costs one dollar.
Products included are '*Shotgun’' street
converters, ‘‘Turbine Tube'' trans oil
coolers and ‘‘Auto Stick'' | and Il
shifters. Write: Hurst Performance,
Inc., Dept. CRI/B, 50 W. Street Rd.,
Warminster, PA 18974.

HORSE HOP-UP

Turn your Colt into a dern-tootin’
stallion with this here competition
turbocharger system, if ACCEL ain't
talkin' through their hat. They say your
1600cc Dodge Colt whomps up into a
racer or street rod without internal
modifications. Or your Pinto 2000cc or
Vega. They'll give you the whole
lowdown if you send two bucks to:
ACCEL, Dept. CRI, Box 142, Branford,
CT 06405.

P.J."S WHEEL

Parnelli Jones dreamed up this wheel
on his long, lonely, dusty, tailbone-
busting off-road races, the story goes.
If you don't bust your tailbone in Baja,
you can at least look like it, with this
“Baja" steel wheel. If you do, the
stress-resistant, round-cornered spoke
ends and full inner rim-weld may turn
you on. Catalog ($1.00) comes from:
Parnelli Jones Enterprises, Dept. CRI,
10555 Earl St., Torrance, CA 90503.

MUSIC IN ME

This three-way stereo cassette
player from Panasonic includes FM/
AMI/FM stereo radio and automatic
tape reverse. It pops the cassette out at
you and turns on its radio, so there’s no
chance of silence. Its circuitry is claimed
to reduce excess heat and battery drain-
age. Ask for model CQ-742.

HUB CAP ADAPTOR

At last! Hub cap adaptor rings for
adapting the early V-8 Ford hub cap to
the center of Cadillac and Chrysler wire
wheels. Priced at $16.95 (set of 4) plus

shipping. Also available, adaptor rings -

for adapting the model “A” hub cap to
the center of Buick wire wheels. Priced
at $14.50 (set of 4) plus shipping. For
further information on other fine street
rod products, send $2 for catalog to:
Specialty Cars Litd., Dept. CRI, 13060
"G" Tom White Way, Norwalk, CA
90650.
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YOU’LL FIND 1000°'s OF TECHNICAL TIPS AND RODDING
IDEAS IN THESE BACK ISSUES OF

1001 CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS

VANS ¢ STREET RODS ¢ CUSTOMS ¢« MANY IN COLOR!
PLUS THESE TOP NOTCH TECHNICAL ARTICLES

40 WINTER 1971, Hot Ignitions; Chassis
Tuning; VW Oil Cooler; Dyno Test; Maverick
Super 6.

42 WINTER 1973. Pontiac Tuning; Project
Van, 1; V-8 Vega Engine Swap.

43 FEBRUARY 1974. Project Mustang, In-
tro; C-D Ignition; C-6 Shifter; Fuel -Cells.

44 MAY 1974. Project Mustang, 2; Match
Carbs & Manifolds; Van Window |deas.

46 SUMMER 1974. Project Mustang, 3;
Disc-Drum Conversion; Mastering Small
Blocks.

47 DECEMBER 1974. Project Mustang, 5;
Building a Sensible Rat; Van Air Shocks.

48 FEBRUARY 19756. Big Van Feature;
Hopping Thermo Quad; Oil Coolers; Kit
Street Rod, Part 3.

49 APRIL 1975. Van Headers; 4-Speeding
Your Van; Hot Ignitions; Woodgrain Dash;
‘Vette Rear Ends.

50 JUNE 1975. Boxing Your Frame; Beefing
Turbo 350; Gear Up Your Qil Pump; Engine
Swap Olds 455 to Corvair; Gauge Basics;
Big-Block Chevy into Early Pickup.

61 JULY 1975. Fender Flares; Troubleshoot-
ing Street Carbs; Street Rod Radiators;
Easy-Build Engine Mount,

62 AUGUST 1975. Air-Condition Rods;
Wiring; Customizing a Compact, 1; Selecting
Camshaft; Sunroof Your Van,

63 SEPTEMBER 1976.' Mounting Shocks;
Building Leaf Springs; Customizing a Com-
pact, 2; Brake Science.

54 OCTOBER 1975. Craftsmanship & De-
tailing; Low-Buck a Coupe; Exhaust System;
Street Rod Aluminum Working; Rear End
Brackets.

56 NOVEMBER 1975. Personalized Rod
Concepts; GTO Pontiac Project, Part 1;
Steering, Part 2; Carpet Your Van; Do-It-
Yourself Flames.

56 DECEMBER 1975. GTO Pontiac Project,
Part 2; Swap Brake Drums; V-8 Crosley;
Chassis Tricks; One-piece Glass for T's; Fan
Mounting.

57 JANUARY 1976. Install Van Door Ex-
tenders; Goat, Part 3; Sheet Metal Magic;
Build a Custom Camaro, Part 1; Customize
Wheels; Stripping Bodies, Button-Tuft Seats.

58 FEBRUARY 1976. Resurrecting Goat,
Part 4; Build a Hot Rod Roadster, Part 1;
Engineering Blown Hemi; Chassis Plumbing;
Master Cylinder Swap; Radiators for Street
Rods; Custom Camaro, II.

59 MARCH 1976. Dash Treatments and
Ideas; Roll Out a Roadster, 3; Build a Fake
Blower; Chicago Car Show; Avoid Rod Shop
Ripoffs; Big Car Feature Section.

60 APRIL 1976. Mounting Mirrors; Mirrored
Firewalls; Rebuilding a '47 Ford Ragtop;
Latest in Burglar Alarms; How and Where to
Buy 'Glass Repro Bodies and Parts; Denver
Car Show.

61 MAY 1976. Hauling Tricks for Rods;
Family Plan Sedan, 1; Building an Antique
Fad-T; Building a Modern Chassis for ‘32
Chevrolet; Repro Model A Frame; Keeping a
Super Shop.

62 JUNE 1976, Family Plan Sedan, 2; Art of
Metal Shrinking; A-Frame Front Suspension
Swapping, Part 1; Return of the Goat,

63 JULY 1976. Family Plan Sedan, 3;
A-Frame Front Suspension Swapping, Part 2;
240Z Steering for a V-8 “T""; Putting Flooring
in 'Glass Roadsters.

64 AUGUST 1976. How to Use Braided
Stainless Line; ‘32 Ford Coupe Construction
Tips; Race Car Tricks for the Street; Subtle
Tricks for License Plates and Lights.

65 SEPTEMBER 1976. Family Plan Sedan,
4; Bigger Ball Joints for Corvair; “28 Hudson
To Street Rod; Tips on Engine Swaps; How
to Buy a Used Street Rod,

66 OCTOBER 1976. Build a 530 hp 4-wheel
Small-Block; Project Street Rod, Part 1
{Model A); California Orange, Part 1 (‘29 A
Roadster).

67 NOVEMBER 1976, California Orange, 2;
Strengthening Turbo 350; Corvair Front End
for ‘40 Olds; Gas Pedal Tricks; Beetle
Tailpipes for Rods; Disc Brakes for ‘65-'57
Chevys.

SHIPPED POSTPAID FOR $1.26 EACH
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January 7 -89

Van/Expo, Dallas, Texas. Produced
by Group Promotions, sanctioned by
NAVA and ISCA. Cash awards, tow
money paid. For info, write or call:
Jack Garrison, Van/Expo, Inc., 4140
S. Lapeer Rd., Pontiac, Michigan;
313/373-2500.

January 7 -9

2nd Annual Lancaster Hot Rod Show.
Antelope Valley, California. Antelope
Valley Fairgrounds. Call: 213/588-1934,
Write R.G. Canning's Show Head-
quarters, P.O. Box 400, Maywood, CA
90270.

January 28 - 30

Van/Expo, Toronto, Ontario, Produced
by Group Promotions, sanctioned by
NAVA and ISCA. Cash awards, tow
money paid. For info, write or call:
Jack Garrison, Van/Expo, Inc., 4140
S. Lapeer Rd., Pontiac, Michigan;
313/373-2500.

February 4 -6

2nd Annual Ventura Hot Rod Show,
Ventura, California. At Ventura Fair-
grounds. Call 213/588-1934. Write:
R.G. Canning's Show Headquarters,
P.O. Box 400, Maywood, CA 90270.

February 11-13

Van/Expo, Pontiac, Michigan. Pro-
duced by Group Promotions. For info,
write or call: Jack Garrison, Van/Expo,
Inc., 4140 S. Lapeer Rd., Pontiac,
Michigan; 313/373-2500.

February 18 - 20

22nd Annual San Bernardino Hot Rod
Show, San Bernardino, California.
National Orange Showgrounds. Call:
213/588-1934. Write: R.G. Canning's
Show Headquarters, P.O. Box 400,
Maywood, CA 90270.

March4-6

1st Annual Buena Park Hot Rod Show,
Buena Park, California. Movie World
Exhibit Center. Call: 213/588-1934,
Write: R.G. Canning's Show Head-
quarters, P.O. Box 400, Maywood, CA
90270.

THREE STREET ROD

PROJECTS COME
TO LIFE

HOW TO BUILD A

STREET ROD

FEATURING IDEAS FROM —==———~
POPULAR HOT RODDING'S ‘
GREATEST PROMCTS ON:

ALMOST A TEXTBOOK
ON BUILDING RODS

Virtually a step-by-step manual
for anyone building a street rod.
Contains most of the material on
three of Popular Hot Rodding's
greatest projects: Project '32;
Project Street Machine; and
Scratch-built Street Rod. Every-
thing is included from laying out
the frame to painting flame stripes.
100's of illustrations. 114 pages.
Color photos. Best how-to book
on the subject yet!

ONLY $2.00 PLUS SHIPPING

ORDER TODAY
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CALIFORNIA ORANGE

What took us four magazine install-
ments to show you, really represents a
year of part-time labor and an invest-
ment well above the original $1200 spent
on the decrepit Model A Gary started
with, However, a few rides similar to the
one we just described, and all the late
nights and lost weekends are quickly
forgotten. What's more, if your project is
completed as well and as tastefully as this
one, it represents an investment you'll
find appreciating almost daily.

With these photos of the finished
product, we'll tie up some of the loose
ends we've seen added since the last
installment and give credit where it's
due. The front suspension rides on
155SR-15 Bridgestone radial tires which
match the rear tread pattern, and is
snubbed by Armstrong lever-type shocks
as found on MG’s, Triumphs, etc. That
“hot rod" look was helped a great deal
by the three-piece custom-made alum-
inum hood. The side panels were fab-
ricated by San Diego's Unique Metal
Products and the top by California Metal
Shaping of Los Angeles. The reproduc-
tion steel splash aprons by Specialized
Auto were punched full of matching
louvers by Drake Machine of Maywood,
California, All paint work is of course
Gary's handiwork and as much as our
Ford-lovin' Armenian friend hates to
admit it, Chevrolet's Hugger Orange
provides both the eye-catching brilliance
and the title for this series.

After close to 2000 street miles
already, the junkyard 302 Ford has
proven itself beyond reproach. Except
for a thorough cleaning, the addition of a
four-barrel manifold and Holley carb, a
tune-up and detailing, the motor is un-
touched from its “junk” status. Gary did
however have the C-4 automatic *‘gone
through™ by a reputable transmission
shop before installation, A wise move.
The new radiator by Benny Joseph at
Arcadia Radiator has been up to the task
and kept things cucumber cool on the
longest hills and hottest days. Special
thanks go to “Joe Mac™ at Ford Parts
Obsolete, Pete and Jake's Hot Rod
Repair and the gang at Jon's Speed Shop
in San Gabriel for help with all “those
little things'" that can make or break a
car-building project. Of course, none of
it's possible without a little help from
friends.

What's left? Well, Gary's still
searching for a suitable sound system to
help wile away the miles on those long
cruises and a little pin-striping might
look nice. Of course a roadster is never
really done, but for all intents and pur-
poses California Orange is a full-fledged
no-nonsense hot rod just as it was
planned to be. A fitting carriage for the
president of the L.A. Roadsters!

Now let's see, 1 think I remember
seeing a complete "29 roadster in Sun-
day's paper. i

100's of Old Cars For Sale

SE = In every issue of Old Cars, the bi-weekly
o™ “  newspaper for the car collector and re
34 storer. Packed with ads, news. feature
e stories. Published every 2 weeks Only
el T $6.00 for 1 year. $10.00 for Canada,

Dept. 1001
- ‘s ’wc- 1OLA, WISC'T‘SQBG.E

WANTED

1930-31 4-DOOR SEDAN
THAT CAN BE RESTORED

WRITE:

BOGNAR & CO.
Benedum-Trees Bivd., 10th FI.
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

ENGLE RACING CAMS

TE20 13 STREET « SANTA MONICA, CALI, B8404 « D100 4801470

1909-1948
LARGEST STOCK OF RESTORATION
PARTS AVAILABLE
SEND $1.25 FOR CATALOG
SPECIALIZED AUTO PARTS, INC.
7130 CAPITOL, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77011

HOT RODDERS GUIDE TO
ENGINE SWAPS

MOUNTS
TRANNIES
REAR-ENDS
ELECTRICAL
LINKAGE
ADAPTORS
MUCH MORE

Covers evemhin% you need to know
about swapping from one vehicle to
another! Buying, hardware, steering,
suspensions, exhaust, cooling, clutch,
linkage, and much more.

ONLY $5.95

Plus Shipping

. TO: ARGUS BOOKS, P.O. Box 49659

Los Angeles, Caiifornia 90049 CR-177 -

- I'm enclosing $. for .
* copies of Practical Engine Swapping. (Add |
. 50¢ per copy for shipping. Calif. residents .
- add 36¢ sales tax per copy.) ;

© Name

- Address

. City
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Thanks to you
itworks...

FOR ALL OF US

\g

%

advertising contributed for the public good.
D .

NEWW PARTS

1909-1948
LARGEST STOCK OF RESTORATION
PARTS AVAILABLE
SEND $1.256 FOR CATALOG
SPECIALIZED AUTO PARTS, INC.
7130 CAPITOL, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77011

ELECTROPLATING EQUIP.

Portable Platets, Supplies & “Know-How"
Build your own tanks lor Mickel, Chrome, elc. Easy-lo-install PVC
Eners. Rectifier components — all sizes. Schemalic pars fists,
formulas, operating instructions for ail plating. Guaranteed 1o save
25%-75%. Some good used units for sale.
Send for FREE details.
PLATERS SERVICE CO.

29907 Supply City of Commerce, CA 90040

FIBERGLASS DIVISION

Offers Fiberglass body parts for Chevrolet cars and
trucks 1927-57, complete wood bodies or just parts
1927-36, Body Hardware. Complete catalog $1.00.

Write: 1 S
Fiberglass Division
Rt. 3, Box 32, Dept.1
Nashville, GA, 31639
Phone: 912-686-3838

g °“|""";?|‘= TAETAL

that has
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SUBSCRIBETODAY....

.. .96 for yr. (12 is5sues). Most
complete old car mag. Master Calen-
dar of club swaps -events. Lots of
cars/parts and pics. 4 month trial 2
Now in our 13th year
ANTIQUE MOTOR NEWS

919-H South St
Long Beach, Calif. 90805
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PROJECT STREET ROD

popular for front brake updates. They
can be adapted to virtually any early
Ford without danger of overbraking. In
other words, the stock Mustang weighs
only slightly more than your average
steel, middleweight street rod so, when
the brakes are applied, the effect will not
be that of inserting a bar of cold-rolled
into the spokes of a moving bicycle.

Mustang front disc brakes are
compatible with stock early Ford ('39 to
'48) hydraulic rear brakes, so you can
retain the early Ford rear end if you want
to...maybe swap in your late setup
later. Kirby did not add a vacuum power
booster to Reyes’ Model A because he
didn't think it was necessary. The
Mustang discs do not need excessively
high line-pressure to operate properly so
a drum brake master cylinder with a bore
of about one inch can be used.

However, it is recommended that an
adjustable proportioning valve be used
between the front and rear brakes. GM
part number 3878944 for Corvettes
works well.

Proportioning valves are not cure-alls
for mis-matched brakes. - They will not
compensate for high line-pressure
requirement systems like Jaguar (800 psi)
when they are used with a large diameter
American master cylinder, but they do
permit fine tuning of the system to
prevent wheel lockup when American
discs are used with American drums and
a one-inch (or so) master cylinder. Line
pressure is a function of master cylinder
bore diameter. The larger the bore the
lower the pressure. Several aftermarket
manufacturers are making *‘dual-bore”
master cylinders for installation of
Jaguar rear discs with American fronts.
And some late-model Chevy trucks are
equipped with such a twin-bore cylinder.
At any rate, the bore diameter of the car
vour discs came from should match (or
be within 1/16-inch) of the master
cvlinder of vour rod for proper brake
operation.

If you want power brakes, add a power
booster from a Mustang or a light coupe.
The Ford Econoline van has a nice unit
that can be frame-mounted, out of sight.

Kirby replumbed the whole braking
system with 3/16-inch steel brake lines.
This is the size used on most modern
cars, as opposed to the 1/4-inch stock
early Ford. Tt is much easier to work with
than the larger tubing and will raise the
line-pressure slightly.

That about brings Project Model A up
to contemporary standards of comfort
and safety. The coupe will receive a new
firewall, engine rebop, bodywork and
paint, and a fresh set of interior duds
soon. The next time you see “Uncle
Daniel” in C&R. it will be finished.
Meanwhile if you see a large character at
the drag races (the drag races?) with
several dozen cameras in tow, you'll
know his trusty coupe won't be far away.

(]

YOU CAN BECOME AN
EXPERT

WELDER

WITH THE UP-TO-DATE
TECHNIQUES IN THIS
MODERN TEXTBOOK!

HOW TO
WELDERS FACTS ON
GUIDE EVERYTHING
—— THE MODERN
.’ WELDER
s}} NEEDS TO
& 1 KNOW!

A textbook and a shop handbook
combined in one gigantic volume!
From the fundamentals of gas and
arc welding and cutting, through the
highly specialized procedures for
TIG, MIG, submerged arc, resistance,
thermit, stud and other types of
welding. Chapters on metal cutting,
flame hardening, soldering, brazing,
surfacing, metallizing, pipes, tubes,
pressure vessels. Other areas
covered include: welding of cast and
wroughtiron, copper, aluminum,
steel, plastics (including ultrasonic
welding), magnesium and many
unusual metals and alloys. 918
pages. Hundreds of photos, line
drawings, graphs, tables, etc.

SHIPPED POSTPAID FOR
ONLY $10.95
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1001 GUSTOM AND

IDEAS COMES TO THE RESCUE!

. . . with great ideas for
customizing, restoring, and
creating some great
show-stopping classics. These
great ideas are reported in
minute detail with step-by-step
instructions for do-it-yourselfers.
Everything from engine swaps fo
pinstriping. Start a collection of
1001 CUSTOM & ROD IDEAS
with your own personalized
copies. .. SUBSCRIBE TODAY ...
using the red and blue card in
this magazine.




FULL COLOR
HOT RODDING POSTERS of Rodsinaction

ALL SIX 11x17"” posters only $2.95 plus shipping
— '-‘=

P-111

To: Popular Hot Rodding Posters,
P.O. Box 49659 Los Angeles, Calif. 90049

I'm enclosing $ for sets of PHR posters P-109 1o
P-114 which includes 50 cents per set for shipping.

Be the first to have these all new and
exclusive color reproductions by PHR's
action minded photographers!

Name
ORDER TODAY Address
Printed on heavy coated paper, your posters City
can be framed or hung on any wall. Mailed
in a sturdy tube. State, Zip

PLEASE PRINT —COUPON IS YOUR MAILING LABEL
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