i

_ JULY 1991 $2.95 CANADA $3.95 UK £1.95

AD&TRACK

i



i BB ol Rhaeter Aanasing fra- Thes BB v dibns e






ROAD=TRACK

JULY 1991 VOLUME 42, NUMBER 11

| Features

Road Tests
66 Innes & His Rosebud Lady—reunion with a Ferrari 250 GTO, loved and lost track of

104 salon: Alfa Romeo 8C 2900 Le Mans Coupe—one of those “absolutely right” cars

mm - | 110 update: Long-Term Cars—Volkswagen Corrado travels and Ford Explorer travails 1
l(‘.‘las;s_'is in session. Lexus c titi |
asdonei AT ? ompexi ion awri i
ts homework and P Driving Impressions

endowed the new SC 400
with a master’s degree in
performance and comfort.
Our test of the Japanese
luxury/sports coupe that

412 razilian Grand Prix—the one that Senna has been waiting seven years to win

117 Gold Coast indy Car Grand Prix—CART throws an Indy-car party in Australia |

could teach Europe a thing
G tmobesins. - 3 ‘- 22— Columns

........

4 ROAD & TRACK

@0 Nissan Sentra SE-R—imagine getting Perrier performance at a tap-water price
T® Volvo 940 SE—combining a kick-in-the-pants turbo with a lap-of-luxury sedan

99 Mazda RX-7 Infinl W—a Japan-only supersport with a hint of RX-7s to come

43 Bulck Park Avenue Ultra Supercharged—the benefits of deep-breathing exercises

©2 Mercedes-Benz S-Class—the new, big M-B luxury sedan for the Autobahn society

24 side Glances—back to 1966: Dylan was king and sports cars ruled the earth
49 Miscellaneous Ramblings—off-road opulence: the Range Rover and 0lds Bravada

124 About the Sport—Formula Atlantic racing is making a name for itself again

Departments

12 People & Places
16 Letters to the Editor
30 Years Ago

32 Road Test Summary
33 Reviews

34 Time & Place

36 Ampersand

130 Market Place
146 Tech Notes

148 Technical Correspondence
156 PS

Bl The Alfa Romeo 8C 2900 Le
Mans coupe: John Lamm, the
photographer, swears it doesn't
have a bad angle. And Lamm, the
writer, calls It “magic.”

T ——— i Fhos PHOTO BY JOHN LAMM

Editor
Engineering Editor
Managing Editor
Senlor Editor
Road Test Editor
Feature Editor
Assoclate Editor
Feature Editor
Copy Editor
Production Editor
Production Assistant
Librarian

Editorial Secretary
Assistant
Editors-at-Large

European Edilor
Japan Editor
Detroilt Editor

EDITORIAL STAFF

Thos L. Bryant
Dennis Simanaitis
Ellida Maki

Joe Rusz

Kim Reynolds
Richard Homan
Douglas Kott
Andrew Bornhop
Lorraine Keeton
Sam Mitani
Norma Reed
Otis D. Meyer
Joan Peters
Jerilyn Morris
Peter Egan

John Lamm

Paul Frére

Jack Yamaguchi
Ken Zino

ART STAFF

Art Director
Assoclate Art Direclor
Production Artists

Richard M. Baron
Henry Thomas
Jane M. Ryan
Carol Kaufman

Photo Services Manager

Photo Services
Assistant Manager

Staff Photographer
Speclal Marketing Manager

Brian Blades

Kirk Willis
Dean Siracusa
David Northridge

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Dave Black
T C Browne
Allan Girdler
Innes Ireland
Doug Nye
Sam Posey

Peter Bohr

John W. Burgess
Phil Hill

Garrett Lal
Lowell C. Paddock
Cyril Posthumus
Ron Wakefield

Rob Walker

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS

Craig Ainscough
Héctor Luis Bergandi
Dennls Brown

Bill Dobson

Phil Garner

Charles Harvey
Yoshihiro Inomato
Howard Shoemaker
Frank & Trolse

Carl Aldana

Leo Bestgen

Jon Dahlstrom
Jorge Garcla

Walter Gotschke
Hank Hinton

Stan Mott

Mark Stehrenberger

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Jesse Alexander
Geofirey Goddard
Ron Perry

Bill Warner

Jon Eisberg
John Konkal
Nigel Snowdon
Jeffrey R. Zwart

Publisher/Yice President
Design Director,
West Coast Magazines

Richard A. Bartkus

Wm A. Motta

JULY 1991

5




Howdoyou sop this thingr

i

’ﬁ"\ - -“. .
v ' The Prelude Si
. N with Ant-Lock Brakes.
HONDA



Compare Teletire’s

cut prices JEE5 A

on radial tires

Original equipment replacement specialist. No
blems, seconds or rebuilt tires. Order or get advice
by phone, or call for free illustrated catalog. Call
Teletire, Dept AT.

Toll-free 800 835-8473

(In Calif, Alaska, Hawaii, 714 250-9141.) Phone
Pacific Time, M-F 7-6, Sat 8-1. Fax 714 261-5473.

Visa/MasterCard/Discover Card

Give card number & expiration date. Or send
certified check or money order. Allow 3-10 days
shipping time. No COD's. If personal or company
check add 21 days to clear our bank. omn
Send mall orders to Dept A7, 17622 Armstrong Av,
Irvine, CA 92714-5791. Call first for shipping charges.

Call for periodic specials on advertised and

unlisted lines and sizes.
(@ntinental®

ZnIpGesTONE

HPA41 Potenza. UTOG Z20AA

-
CZ 91 UTOG: 150AA Radial 2 steel

Radfial. 2 steel beits, 2 polyester hdlx!rrm plies
plies. K mance M+ desiga. HR nlﬂmm
speed rated. Blackwall ow = outlined M!i $? 255016 $1R2
while letiers PIES/G0RIA S64 215/B0-15 5 USM4S6 1683
PITSTORI3 $47 PIB/BORM 67 25/50-15 12 250511 19
PIBS/TAI] 53 PIBERMow 70 26/5-16 133 2554017 10
PIES/TRGow 53 P215/60RMow 76
PAB/E0RAGow 65 n
PIES/TRM 55 PIB/ERIS 68
PIB/TORIE S8 fE0R1S 71
MAlow 61 P2AS/ERIS T6
[ /ER1Sw B

RE71 Potenza. UT0G: 140-1608A
Unidirectional. Radial. 2 steel belts 2
Blackwall

body plies.

PAS/BOVRIA $119  225/SOZR1S $151
PISS/EIVRIS 115 26/5R15 115
PAB/EVRIS 120 2B/SERIG 182
P2IS/EVRIS 18 225/SWR16 170

A5M4516 120

195/502R15 115 245/45IR16 1M

Tread desi sire.

Turanza, UTOG 160-240AM NEW! All-
CS 21 UT0G: 160-200A8. Radial 2 steel
belts. m:u apgnw mﬁ. Toe2

—mlim 1 =l.'.S AU

1613 25 1M
1513 o wmma 4
16513 R OBMU &
18514 46 1BMH 5
BSURF 51 IS S

uuzmm

ket

PIGS/EOR13 §13
PIES/BOR13 36
PISS/TSRI4 41
PAS/TSR4 . M

m'”‘h&“"“"

PAS/TSRIS  $46
P2I5/TSR15 48

We keep our shipping charges down
All orders are shipped UPS prices on other Michelin,

directly to your home, Bridgestone, Continental,

office or tire installer. Our  Dunlop, Pirelli & Quantum
shipping charges usually tires. Also truck & off-road
range from only $3to $6a tires. $15 million+ inven-

tire, with no handling

Phone for ship-
ping cost. Michelin prices
include shipping anywhere
in the Continental U.S.
Advertised prices subject
to change. Phone for

tory. Established 1969.

I‘lmll m
mmm I1
PXG/G0R1S 86
P215/B0R15 91

ial 2 steel

bd& 2 &ﬂh body ply. HA
lalll t m speed rated.

185/60-14 SB1 19565 $S9
15/6514 85  5/5515t 14
1%/6014 0 A5 1MW
5/6014 W 2560158 11
A5/514 16 51 1%

MICHELIN®

BECAUSE

S0 MUCH

IS RIDING ON
YOUR TIRES =

CALL FOR LOWEST
POSSIBLE PRICES.
Our Michelin prices
include shipping to any-
wh;re in the Continental
us.

m; UTOG: 170AA. Radial zzmi
Te degree
m body ﬂnWw raled.

PI%/60R14 Ihll PEIS!E&IIIS call
P2S/B0R15 Call P05 call

P205/50R15

Iy

2
snuduled

s
15043 S5 1856815 ST [M4S mnhﬂ
8/7013 5T 1%/E-15 & |PIES/EARI4 Call P2S/EDRRIS Call
16704 6 195/8515 81 |PIS/E0HRI4 Call  P21S/GOHRIS Call
SEH R 1B/E5I5F % |PRIS/BARIA Call  P215/65HRIS Call
SEH N /6515 T8 |PISS/EOHRIS Call PZ2S/BOHRIG Cal
1%/6014 T 25/6015 . & |Shipping included in Continental US.
XGT V4 UTOG: 24DAA. Radial 2 steel
bells, 2 720 degree 2

P700Z UTQG: 140AA Radial 2 steel

belts, 2 2 body plies.
e Rty e
15/015 SIH 255016 SIBd

AG/5516 14 5516 AR

P4, Lﬂ; UI%!}W-&!

unln a:ndralai
M-S rated.

16/013 38 267014
P77 UG mmw. Radual 2 steel
belts, 1 mylon

Hmnu: lr:huqa oioghon §o 9

PI?S:?II!IJ 859
PIBS/TRIY &
PAS/TARI3 64
PIBS/TORYS 61

& DUNLOFP
OUTPERFORMS

-
|
o

PAS/TSRIS T

D40/M2 UTOG: 180AA Radial. 2 steel

eimrpior e,

PZS/EORISE 125 245/43R16
195/50815+ 111 P245/50R1
A5/55R151 118 P2S5/50816

SR B2
L/
ml&d} plies. HR spesd n&

i ]
14
n
n
n

ZlP\
G/T Qualifier HR* UTOG 20000

PAS/B0RIS Call PZ2S/60R16 Cal
PZSIERIS Call  PZ2S/SORIG Cal
Shipging included in Contineatal US.

MxXV lITl'.li fm Radial 2 steel

ITSHI}IJ
185/70-13 m
18574 2
185/60-14 %0
1%/7014 91
16/60-14 O 165-15¢
Shipping included in Continental US.
T
rayon
l:sm{nw raled. Blackwall
= VR speed rated.
185/65-15 § 8 206/60-15 $§108

incloded in Continental US.
MXV3 UTOG: 170AA Radial 2 steel

SR,

Pmu $9 195@-15 Sl
PAB/GSRIS 116  205/60-15f 119
Shipping included in Continental

ROADG TRACK

Published by Hachette Magazines, Inc.

ADVERTISING STAFF
VP, Advertising Director Donald K. Rels

Assoclate Advertising
Director

Easlern Advertising
Managers

Philip A, Burrows
(212) 767-6373

Janet E. Catallo
(212) 767-6372

Norman A, Sippel
(212) 767-6374

1633 Broadw; I‘,

New York, N.Y. 10019
Detroit Robert Buechner Jr,
Manager

Midwest Advertising Richard T, Bisbee
Manager (312) 280-0349
625 N. Michigan Ave.,

Western Advertising Hevin F, Keefe
(213) 739-5140

Al duPont

(213) 739-5140
3807 Wilshire Bivd.,

Suite 1204,
Los Angeles, Calit, 90010

Advertising
Manager

Market Place Manager Diane B. Eastman
& Advertising Coordinater (714) 720-5300
Fax (714) 631-2757

Jill DuAmarell
1499 Monrovia Ave.,
Newport Beach, Calit. 92663

Marketing Manager

OPERATIONS STAFF
Business Services  Fred Bailey
Director

Consulting Circulation Ray Powers
Director

Preduction Manager Norma Taylor
Personnel Manager Nancy Cervini

MXL UTOG: 280AB. Radial 2 steel

Shipping included in Continental US.

EXCEPTIONAL BUYS
Bridgestone HP22

Continental CZ 91

A5/SIM16 $133 Z5/5M6 $152
Duniop HR*

PES/EHAH 348 PI%/EDHRM $50
Michelin XGT V

PZ5IGVRISS123  PZ5/S0VRIGS 160

9 Quantum All-Season

PIGS/BR1 s30 PAS/TSRIS s$37

TELETIRE R

HACHETTE,
MAGAZINES, INC.
EXECUTIVE STAFF

Chalrman & CEO  Dane! Filipacchi
Jean-Louis Ginibre

Executive VP,
Editerial Director

Executive VP, David ). Pecker

Publishing & CO0

Senior VP, Sales
& Marketing

VP, General Counsel
VP, Circulation
YP, Manufacturing

Anthony F. Incalcatera

Catherine Flickinger
Leon Rosenfield
Anthony R. Romano

& Distribution

VP, Magazine Development
VP, Research

Marcia Sachar
Susan Smoliens




“So, Russ and | are bombing down

the coast in Ozzie, the land shark,

when he says, ‘Hey, check out my
new CD player’ | look down and all | see is the radio. I'm

like, I don't get it! That's when he pulls out the remote.

So now I'm thinking, ‘Whoa, don’t tell me he’s got a TV
in this starship, too! Turns out it's the controller for the
C_D. He had hooked the whole thing up so the CD system

-vorked right through a frequency on his regular FM

—adio, with a 6-disc CD changer

—wcked away in the trunk. Cool”

=ioneer 6-Disc CD Changers can be added to any car or truck with an FM radio, or by installing —
t-uner/cassette/CD controller in the dash. And, the 6-disc CD magazine is compatible with the GD F’IOI\ICER

s oneer 6-Disc CD Changer for home. To receive more information please call 1-800-421-1603. The Art of Entertainment
9491 Pioneer Electronics (USA) Inc. Long Baach, CA.
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For sale in the classified sec-
tion of the Orlando Sentinel:
GEO TRACTOR — 11,000
miles. Also for sale in the
Manitoulin Recorder: 1989
Mercury Stable, “Loaded.”

A dog ran out into traffic on
an Indiana highway and
caused a multi-car accident.
As the dog darted in front of
speeding automobiles, one
driver swerved to avoid hit-
ting the MUTT and hita new
car parked in a nearby sales
lot. In a chain reaction that
followed, five parked new
cars were also badly dam-
aged. And the dog? It madea
clean getaway.

I “When he wins,

he dances around and is one
heck of a lot of fun. But
when he loses, we have to
watch It as he has a tendency

to rip and tear everyone to pleces.”

12 ROAD & TRACK

NASCAR legend Smokey
Yunick gave Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway President
H.A. “Humpy” Wheeler an
11-week-old Great Dane
named CRANKSHAFT. This
puppy. whose father is a
195-pounder named Junk-
yard, will live in a heated
and air-conditioned pen
when he’s not traveling
about the speedway grounds
with the operations staff.
“Smokey told me he was a
‘rear-steer’ dog,”’ says
Humpy, “because when he
runs, he points his tail in the
direction he’s going to turn.”
Only Smokey can talk about
a dog in stock-car terms.

The frigid WINTERS of
Minneapolis, Minnesota
present a golden opportuni-
ty for car thieves. According
to police in the area, 24 cars
were reported stolen this
past season when owners
left them running so the en-
gines could warm up. “This
always happens in the cold
weather,” explained the po-
lice. “People start the car,
leave it running and then
some nitwit jumps in and
drives away.”

RON DAVIS

Engaged couples these days
are coming up with all sorts
of creative ways to get mar-
ried. In Miamisburg, Ohio,
23 twosomes gathered at
McDonald’s restaurant to
exchange VOWS ... inside
their cars. The mayor of
Miamisburg read the vows
over the drive-through’s
loudspeaker as the couples
passed by one by one. The
mayor ended each ceremo-
ny by saying, “Congratula-
tions. Please drive through.”
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Millen’s 300ZX

As an owner of a 1990 Nissan
300ZX Turbo, I found the article on
Steve Millen’s Super Z mighty inter-
esting (April 1991). Could you pro-
vide me with his, or should I say his
company’s, address?

J.K. Adams
Richmond, Virginia

Happy to: Steve Millen Sports Cars,
1743 E. Borchard Ave., Santa Ana,
Calif. 92705.

I was wondering if Steve Millen
wants to work on my 240SX? Or better
yet, I would trade my 240 for his GTZ.
Fair enough, right?

Demenic Frenza
St. Leonard, Quebec
Canada

Thanks for showing your readers
the so-called *“Super Z.” This car deep-
ens my belief that the Nissan 300ZX
Turbo is the fastest, smoothest and
most beautiful car on the market. But
why spend an extra $20,000 to get to
60 mph a half-second faster? And what
about those stickers and vents that be-
long on a 1991 Ford Escort GT? I love
the regular Nissan 300ZX Turbo and
would save the $20,000 for a down
payment on another Z.

Robert Kirk
Crestline, California

Ugly, ugly, ugly. Steve Millen has
really done the carefully sculptured
artwork of the Nissan 300ZX a terri-
ble injustice. He has taken the flowing
lines of the Z and tacked on the sharp
edges of his air dam and a louvered
brow between the headlights. Then, as
if that was not enough, the fluid lines
of the car's side profile were raped by
large, obtrusive “vents.”” And to add
insult to injury, the car pictured in

16 ROAD & TRACK

your article has bright orange wiper
blades. C’'mon, guys, what happened
to taste?

Lee Tompkins
Fort Collins, Colorado

California, here we come

I have subscribed to R&T for more
than 30 years and have enjoyed your
coverage of the Monterey Historic
Automobile Races and associated
events for many of those years.

However, it was your words in the
January 1991 issue (*“The Monterey
Weekend") that persuaded me to make
my reservations for this August, as
a 50th birthday present to myself.
Thanks for the extra push and for the
hours of enjoyment you bring me
every month.

Timothy A. Byrne
Mount Kisco, New York

Are you listening, Ford?

Although I enjoyed your article on
the Thunderbird V-8 (April 1991), 1
do hope Ford switches the T-Bird and
Cougar to the Taurus platform soon.
The T-Bird and Cougar are the best-
looking midsize coupes on the market,
but they are heavy and thirsty.

When compared with the SC and
XR-7, the SHO clearly comes out on
top. It weighs less, is faster and more
fuel efficient. It has a higher-quality
interior that comfortably seats five
occupants. Although the SHO costs
more, its price includes several stan-
d_ard convenience features that are op-
tional on the SC. The SHO also adds
the safety of an airbag.

Theonly clearadvantage the SC has
over the SHO is the availability of an
automatic transmission; Ford claims
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HAVEN'T WE MET SOMEWHERE BEFORE?

VErsk Vit It may have been thirty years ago, or
just yesterday. A little two-seater caught your eye, and
youve never been quite the same. Memories like this
created the Mazda Miata. A product of both dreams
and advanced technology, itss the perfect reason to
pursue your love of the classic sports car.

Slip into the cockpit and you'Te greeted by snug,
supportive seats and traditional round analog gauges.
Twist the key and the 1.6-liter DOHC engine answers
with a throaty growl—a note tuned to perfection by
testing more than 100 exhaust pitches.

As you snap through the gears with the short-
throw shifter, the front-engine/rear-drive
layout and four-wheel double-wish-
bone suspension combine to deliver
razor-sharp handling. There’s little
doubt that the Miata is a purists dream. '_

Yet this is one dream car thats also @
thoroughly down to earth. It may well be

the most trouble-free sports car you'll ever own.

maZziba
IT JUST FEELS RIGHT”?

Even the most jaded critics have fallen head over
heels. Every major automotive magazine judged Miata to
be one of the best cars in the U.S. In fact, Road & Track
named it “One of the Ten Best Cars In The World"*
Kind of makes it hard to resist, doesn't it?

So stop torturing yourself. Look up your Mazda
Dealer, and take the Miata for a spin. You mightjust fall in
love with a roadster. For the first time, or all over again.

36-MONTH/50000-MILE WARRANTY
No-deductible, “bumper-to-bumper” protection. See your

dealer for limited warranty details. For information on

any new Mazda car or
truck, call toll-free,
1-800-345-3799.

*December 1990 © 1991 Mazda Motor of America, Inc.



to have one in the works. When the
modular engine family expands to in-
clude multivalve V-6s and transverse-
mounted V-8s, the Taurus platform
will be even better.

The T-Bird’s rear-drive platform
should be refined and used exclusive-
ly by Lincoln. It would be used as the
basis for the Mark VIII, which should
be available as a coupe and sedan. A
lengthened version would be used as
the basis for the next Town Car. The
Continental will remain a front-drive
luxury sedan with no performance
edition because the Mark VIII sedan
will carry that torch.

Ford has done an excellent job with
such cars as the new Town Car, Crown
Victoria/Grand Marquis and Explor-
er. The most interesting, best-looking
quality vehicles on the market come
from Dearborn. It looks like that trend
will continue.

Thomas Calcagno
Chicago, Illinois

It's becoming increasingly difficult
to maintain my status as a Ford aficio-
nado. Try as I might, I cannot under-
stand why the Mustang is not avail-
able with 4-wheel disc brakes.

And I don’t understand why I can’t
buy an 8-cylinder T-Bird with a man-
ual transmission. I swear that some-
body is getting paid handsomely for
innovating ways to eliminate the auto-
motive fun factor.

Front-wheel drive? Traction con-
trol? Automatic transmission? Who's
running this pop stand? I have yet to
see a front-wheel-drive car become a
true classic, anyway. Simple, fast, tra-
ditional and affordable, yet easy to
personalize are the qualities I seek in
an automobile. And rear-wheel drive
is to die for!

Samuel Joseph
Lancaster, California

Happy cat

I read the January 1991 Jaguar XJ6
Owner Survey implying that most XJ6
Jaguar owners were from a different
world because they cheerfully accept-
ed many problems, mechanical and
otherwise. As a result, I felt this auto-
mobile must have something no oth-
ers have, so after considering Cadillac,
Buick, Olds and BMW, I replaced my
1983 Mercedes-Benz 380SEC with a
new 1990 Jaguar Sovereign, my first

18 ROAD & TRACK

Jaguar and third British motorcar.

My wife and I love this machine. It
handles like a sports car, and the ride
is quiet and comfortable. Complimen-
tary remarks made by total strangers
are easy to accept. One thing for sure,
itis a Jaguar, not a lookalike down-in-
the-front-up-in-the-rear car. Oh yes,
no problems.

I also like the “Getting to Know
You™ section in Miscellaneous Ram-
blings. I’s nice to know John Lamm.

Richard S. Webbe
Melbourne, Florida

What's wrong with lowa?

All of us in the Customer Service
Department of Electric Insurance
Company enjoyed Peter Bohr’s article
on insuring the cars you (and my hus-
band, your longtime subscriber) love
(“Risky Business,” April 1991). We
found the article to be witty and inter-
esting. In fact, a customer recently
asked one of our seasoned Customer
Service Representatives what else he
could do to lower his automobile in-
surance premium, and she replied,
““Well, according to Road & Track,
you could move to Iowa!”” He replied
that he had, in fact, been to Iowa and
would willingly pay the higher premi-
um to live elsewhere.

The article was generally quite ac-
curate. However, it implied that as-
signed-risk drivers in Massachusetts
pay higher premiums. In fact, there is
no difference in premiums paid; there
are surcharges or credits based upon
driving experience, but the premiums
are no different.

Bethamy Weinberger
Beverly, Massachusetts

Your pardon, please

Just a short note concerning the
Stanguellini Salon in the April issue
that Robert Devlin and I coauthored.
The photography and layout were su-
perb. There were, however, two small
errors in ‘‘The Formula Junior
League” sidebar.

One was ours. Formula 2 during the
latter part of the 2.5-liter formula was
limited to 1500 cc, not 2 liters as we
said. The other was a simple transposi-
tion of letters by your people that
changed the BMC engines in Formula
Junior to BMW.

Michael T. Lynch
St. Louis, Missouri
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Progress?
Is this the best man can do with
29 years? Consider this:

R&T, Aug. 1990
Acura NSX

R&T, Sept. 1961
Jaguar XK-E

2 Chevys
inline-6
dohe, 2-valve/
cylinder
3781 cc
9.0:1
265 @ 5500 ipm
260 @ 4000 pm
. 27201b.
10.26
7.4 sec.
94 mph
150 mph
15/21
4 discs
Total swept area .. 459 sq.in. 461 sq. in.
Turning circle . 3841t

dohc, 4-valve/
cylinder
Displacement
Compression ratio
Bhp ........270 @ 7100 rpm
Torque

Now for the subjective stuff. Have
you ever listened to the sound of an
XK-E or run a wet chamois over its
curves? These are the eighth and ninth
deadly sins!

My first recollection of Road &
Track was reading the ones in the rack

! The Talbot Gran Lago Saoutchik Coupe, cover car for our December 1951 Issue.

at the local Rexall. My most vivid rec-
ollection is a Salon in the Fifties that
featured what I recall being called a
Talbot Gran Lago Saoutchik Coupe. I
still remember the writer pointing out
that the only purpose of the knife-

edge front fenders was to decapitate
chickens crossing the road whilst one
flew through the French countryside.
I would kill for a photo of that car.
Clem Confessore
Ivoryton, Connecticut

Address Letters to the Editor, Technical Comespondence and all editorial correspondence to Road & Track®
EDITORIAL OFFICES: 1499 Monrovia Ave., Newport Beach, Calif. 92663, We cannotanswer every inquiry and
reserve the right to edit letters. Editorial contributions are considered only if guaranteed exclusive. Materials are
subject to Road & Track® standard terms, and the vendor must retain a copy. Photographs should be released for
publication by the source. Road & Track® is not responsible for unsolicited materials. CHANGE OF ADDRESS:
Eight weeks' notice is required for change of address. Please send new address and old address with imprint from
recent issue to Road & Track®, P.0. Box 55279, Boulder, Colo. 80321-5279. Forms 3579 and all subscription
correspondence must be sent to this address. Telephone (800)876-8316. SUBSCRIPTIONS: U.S. and posses-
sions $19.94/one year, $35.94/two years and $49.94/three years. Canada: U.S. rates plus $4 /yearfor additional
postage. All other countries: U.S. rates plus $10/year for surface mail postage. Canada and other countries: Remit

payment by money order or draft on a U.S. bank payable in U.S. funds.

Single copy: $2.95 U.S., $3.95 Canada.
Copyright © 1991, Hachette Magazines, Inc.
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Introducing the new MOMO MIRAGE road wheel and BMW 3 series. The MIRAGE road
wheel was developed with the knowledge and technical success gained on the world's race

tracks. MOMO
CHAMPIONSHIP

MOMO USA, Inc. ® 2100 N.W. 93rd Avenue. Miami. FL 33172 ¢ (305) 593-0493

road wheels - (wice winners of the FORMULA ONE WORLD

MADE #y TaLy

PHOTO BY JERRY CHESEBROUGH




Number 12 in a series:

The hardest chargers in racing.

HOT EXHAUST GASES

TURBINE BLADE

BEARING

y compressing the air entering
combustion chambers, turbo-
chargers help propel race cars
to higher speeds with smaller engines.
Likewise they bring street cars high
power when needed, and fuel econ-
omy when not. Problem is, forces that
affect turbochargers —on the track
and the street —are truly murderous.

The 3 enemies of turbochargers.

1. Heat. The devil’s
own breath — hot exhaust
gases emerging from
cylinder heads at
around 1,600°F —
turns the turbine
blade that propels
the compressor
blade along the im-
peller shaft. (Keep in mind that mild
steel melts at 1,300°E) In Indy cars,
where intercoolers are prohibited
by CART, there’s not much to cool
the turbocharger except air and oil.

2. Starting friction. Since turbo-
chargers are made to run hot, it’s only
logical that they can be creaky when
cold. This is especially true since
impeller shafts always turn—even
at idle. So the bearings along shafts

 —

_/_Hayolne

OIL GALLEY

must have immediate and effective
lubrication.

3. Deposits. In a turbocharger,
deposits typically take the form of
“coking” — the residue of frying oil.
(Now, keep in mind here that motor
oil enters the inferno of a turbo from
the engine, where it’s already likely
to be hotter than boiling water.) Cok-
ing can devastate turbo bearings

and oil seals, which in turn
can spoil your day.

You may conclude
from all this that any
motor oil used to

lubricate a turbo-
charged engine had

better be high-
quality stuff.

Havoline Formula? to the rescue.

New Havoline Formula® Motor Oil
from Texaco adds more life to your
car in three ways: 1. Overall heat is
reduced by oil functioning as a cool-
ant. 2. Startup is helped by effec-
tively lubricating bearings and other
components. 3. Deposits are inhibited.

This makes Havoline Formula3
ideal for most cars, including turbo-
charged race cars. The Formula® that

R

OIL LINE

COMPRESSED AIR

COMPRESSOR BLADE

IMPELLER SHAFT

lubricates the Indy-car engines of
Mario, Michael, and Jeff Andretti
—and that performed so well in
this year’s 24 Hours of Daytona —
is 100% identical to the Formula3
you can buy off the shelves of
Texaco stations or stores.

Because Texaco is competing for
your business, we make it our busi-
ness to learn from competing on the
track. That’s true of Formula® Motor
Oil and also of System?® gasolines,
about which racing teaches us lessons
in fuel management, combustion, and
the control of octane appetite.

So the next time you look at a
Texaco race car, consider looking to
the Sign of the Star for your auto-
motive needs. We’re charging hard to
win you as a customer.

TEXACO SYSTEM3 AND
HAVOLINE FORMULA?
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The Simpsons Sing The

Rolling Stones— Blues (Gellen) 413-971

Flashpoint
= (Rolling Stones Rec.)
Paul Simon—The Rhythm  Bette Midler—Some eI
OIf The Sainls People’s Lives (Allantic)
(Warner Bros.) 412-809 411-934

Vanilla lce—To The
Extreme (SBK) 413-203

INXS—"X" (Allanlic)
412+

106

AC/DC—The Razor's
Edge (Alco) 410-662

The Traveling Wilburys—
Vol. 3 (Warner Bros
Milbury) 413-872

Whitney Houston—I'm
Your Baby Tonight (Arista)
411-710

Mariah Carey (Columina)
407-510

Glorla Estefan—Into The
Light (Epic) 415-943

{Doo rs—Original Madonna—Immaculate Collection

George Thorogood And
The Destroyers—Boogle
People (EMI 418-061
The Essential Little
Richard (Specialty)

414-

The Best Of KC & The
Sunshine Band (Rhino)
413-419
The Best Of Fats Domino
Volume One—My Blue

Heaven (EMI) 411-579
The Monkees—Greatest
Hits (Ansta) 408-203

The Best Of Mitch Ryder
& The Detrolt Wheels—
RevUp(Rhino)  405-753
Dion And The Belmonts
—The Wanderer-18
Original Hit Recordings
(Laune) 405-548
Crosby, Stlllg, Nash And
Young—Deja Vu (Atllanic)
404-202

Crosby, Stills, Nash and
Young—So Far (Alantic)
378-745
The Who—Wnho's Balter,
Whao's Best (MCA) 376-657
The Very Best O The
Everly Brothers
(Warner Bros ) 372-912
St nwoll—16 Greal-
estHits (MCA)  372-425
All The Best Of The
Lovin'S; nful
(Special Music Co.)371-872
The Turtles—20 Greatest
Hits (Rhino) 369-090
Rush—Presto (Auantic)
401-695

gereh braninn

Garth Brooks—No
Fences (Capiol) 411-587

Best of Ritchie Valens
(Rhino) 369-082

Marvin reatest
Hits (Maotown) 367-565
Yes—Fragile (Atlanlic)
351-957

Aretha Franklin—30
Greatest Hits (Allantc)

350-793/390-799
Rolling Stones—Sticky
Fingers

(Rolling Stones Rec )

350645
Van Morrison—
Moondance (Warner Bros.)
349-803
The Mamas & The
—16 Of Their Greatest Hits
(MCA) 348-623

Roger McGuinn—Back
From Rio (Ansla) 416-149

Peler Gabriel—Shaking
The Tree- 16 Golden
Greats (Gellen)  415-968
BuddKlHo"y—Frorn The
Orig. Master Tapes (MCA)
348-110
The Beach Boys—Made
In U.S.A. (Capilol) 346-445
Jethro Tull—Aqualung
(Chrysalis) 345-157
Chuck Berry—The Greal
Twenty-Eight (Chess)
343-657

The Byrds—Greatest Hils
(Columina) 342-50
Bad Company—10 From 6
(Atlanlic) 341-313
A Decade Of Stuig‘Darl
(MCA) 1-073
Smokey Robinson & The
Hlmchu—.‘\nlholog
(Molown) 336-057/ 051
Motown's 25 #1 Hits
{Molown) 319-996/399-998
Elton John—Greatest Hits
Volume i1 (MCA) 319:558

PAUL MeCARTNEY
Tripying The Liv |

q

Paul }

aul | artney—
Tripping The Live
Fanlastic-Highlights

(Capitol) 417-477

Elton John—Greatest Hils
(MCA) 319-541

Eagles—Greales| Hils Vol,
Il (Asylum) 317-768
Stevie Wonder—Orig.
Musiquarium | (Greatest
Hits) (Tamla)
314-997/394-999
Creedence Clearwater
Revival—20 Greates! Hils
(Fantasy) 308-049
Electric Light Orchestra
—Greates! Hits (Jet)

Chris Isaak—Heart
Shaped World (Reprise)
386-144
Purple—Made In
m (V\"':.lpr::! Bros.)
294-652
Hu Kk
T The Ao
{Crique) 415-141

Chicago—Twenty 1
(Reprise) 414-599

Jiml Hendrix Experience
—Smash Hits (Reprise)
291-641
James Taylor—Greatest
Hits (Warner Bros.) 291-302
Best Of The Dooble Bros.
291-278

(Warner Bros.)

ZZ Top—Recycler
(Warner Bros,) 418-491
The Steve Miller Band—
Grealtest Hits 1974-1978
(Capitol) 290171
Eagles—Greatest Hils
1971-1975 (Asylum)
287-003
Fleetwood Mac—
Rumours (Warner Bros.)
286-914
Linda Ronstadt—
Greatesl Hits (Asylum)

286-740
Meat Loaf—Bal Out Of
Hell (Epic) 279-133
Blllr Joel—The Stranger
(Columbxa) 277-4m
Boston (Epic) 269-209

Chicago—Greatest Hits
(Columbia) 260-6
Bruce Sgrin steen—
Born To Run (Columbia)
257-279
Janis Joplin—Greatest
Hits (Columbia)  231-670
Simon & Garfunkel—
Greatest Hits (Colu mbua)

219-477
Bob Dylan—Greatest Hits
(Columbia) 138-586

Steelheart (MCA) 418:095

Gang Starr—Step In The
Arena (Chrysalis) 417:667
George Strait—Chill Of
An Early Fall (MCA)
417-634

Led Z.rpelin—-Houm ot
The Holy (Atlantic) 293-597
Jackson Browne—The
Pretender (Asylum)

292-2

" Woodstock—Original

Soundtrack (Atlantic)
291-864/391-862
Best Of Carly Simon
(Elektra) 291-856
Joe Sample—Ashes To
Ashes (Warner Bros )
414151

Gerald Albright—Dream
Come True (Atlantic)
414-003
Steve Morse—Southern
Steel (MCA) 416-636
Marty Stuart—Tempted
(MCA) 416-305
Yellowjackets—
Greenhouse (GRP)416-198

C & C Music Factory—
Gonna Make You Sweat

(Columbia)

The Chick Corea
Akoustic Band—Alive
GRP) 416-081

416-933

Motorhead—1916
(WTG) 415-950
Candyman—Ain't No
Shame In My Game (Epic)
415-638
Moni Love—Down To
Earth (Warner Bros.)
415-596
Tracle Spencer—Make
The Ditference (Capitol)
415588

Celine Dion—Unison
(Epic) 415-430
Diane Schuur—Pure
Schuur (GRP) 415-331
E P M D—Business As
Usual {Del Jam/Columbia)
415-299
Dwight Yoakam—If There
Was A Way (Reprise)
414-243
Debbie Gibson—
Anything Is Possible
(Atlantic) 414-078
Freddie Jackson—Do Me
Again (Capilol)  413-542
Take 6—So Much 2 Say
(Reprise) 413-310
King's X—Faith Ho?e
Love (Atlanic/Megalorce|
413-039
Steve Winwood—
Relugees Of The Heart
(Virgin) 413-005
Edie Brickell & The New
Bohemians—Ghost Of A
Dog (Gelfen) 412-999
Deee-Lite—World Clique
(Elektra) 412:742
Benson—Bi
Boss d Featuring The
Count Basie Orchestra
(Warner Bros.) 412-478
Dolly Parton—Eagle
When She Flies
{Columbia) 412171
Guy—...The Future (MCA)
413-963

Twin Peaks—Original
Sound Track (Warner Bros )
413-641
Bobby McFerrin—
Medicine Music (EMI)
412-064
Jimmy Buffett—Live
Feeding Frenzy (MCA)

412-056
Reba McEntire—Rumor
Has It (MCA) 411-538

Toto—Past To Present
1977-1990 (Columbia)
411-37
Susanna Hotfs—When
You're A Boy {Colurr;b-a)
11-14

Surface—3 Deep
(Columbia) 411-124
Judas Priest—Painkiller

(Columbia) 411-116

Carly Simon—Have You
Seen Me Lalely? (Arista)
411-066
Stevie B—Love & Emotion
(Lefrak Moelis)

410-944

Great White—Hooked
(Capitol) 416-784
Kenny G—Live (Arista)
401-505
Living Colour—Time's Up
(Epic) 410-357
Vixen—Rev It Up (EMI)
410-316

Trixter (Mechanic) 410-266
Prince—Gralfili Bridge
(Paisley Park) 409-870
Will To Power—Joumey
Home (Epic) 409-151
Anita Baker—Composi-
tions (Elekira) 408-989
Polson—Flesh & Blood
(CapiloVEnigma) 408-963

ghwld Bowie—
! ang'esbowie (Grealest
Hits) (Rykodisc) ~ 412-247

Michael Franks—Blue
Pacific (Reprise) 408-328

Levert—Rope A Dope
Style (Atlantic)  413-575

CK OF ANY 8

Randy Travis—Heroes
And Friends (Warner Bros )
413-328
Pretenders—Packed!
(Sire/Warner Bros ) 407-221
Johnny Gill (Motown)
406-991
Bell Blv Devoe—FPoison
(MCA) 406-819
Public Enemy—Fear Ol A
Black Planet (Columbra)
406-710
Winger—In The Heart Of
The Young (Atlantic)
406-678

Wynton Marsalls—The
Resolution Ol Romance
(Standard Time, Vol.3)
(Columbia) 406-637
Bangles—Greatest Hits
(Columtna) 405-977
Heart—Brigade (Capitol)
405-555
New Kids On The Block—
Step By Step (Columbia)
405-415
Pretty Woman—Original
Soundtrack (EMI) 405-407
Slaughter—Stick It To Ya
(Chrysalis) 404-830
Alannah Myles (Atlanlic)
404-475
Duran Duran—Decade
(Capital) 401-869
Basla—London Warsaw
New York (Epic) 401-752

Dlonne Warwick—
Grealtest Hits (1979-1890)
(Arisla)

401-679

George Michael—Listen
Without Prejudice, Vol. |
(Columbna 411-181

Pat Benatar—Best Shots
(Chrysalis) 401-646
Grateful Dead—Without A
Net (Arista)
410-365/390-369
Barbra Strelsand—A
Collection: Greatest Hits
And More (Columbia)
401141
Robert Palmer—
Addictions, Volume One
(Island) 400-937
Best Of Luther Vandross
—The Best Of Love (Epic)
400-473/390-476
Eric Clapton—
Journeyman (Repnse)
400-457
Jeffrey Osborne—Only
Human (Ansta) 411-637

hdtrack (Elekira) 417+915 (Greales! Hils) (Warner Bros /Sire) 414-557

t—Cherry Pie Jullo Iglesias—Starry Alexander O'Neal—All
ggmbla] Y 411-389 Night (Columtia) 411:173 True Man (Tabu)  409-169
d—12
Linda Ronstadt—Cry Like Fleetwood Mac— Nell Dlamon
A Rainstorm, Howl Like Greatest Hils Greatest Hits, Vol 214-443
The Wind (Elekira) 389-874 (Warner Bros ) 375-782 (Columiua)

PLUS A CHANCE TO GET

ONE MORE CD—FREE!

See

Harry Connick, Jr.—We
Are In Love {Columbgag
406

645

Pretenders—The Singles
(Sire) 362

details below.

M.C. Hammer—Please
Hammer, Don't Hurt "Em
(Capitol) 403-477
Mike Reld—Turning For
Home (Columina) 417-543
Nils Lof, Silver

Quincy Jones—Back On =
The Block (Qwest
Warner Bros) 389577 On The cllttlng Edge
Aerosmith—Pump ' N' Cryin'—Fly Me Sonlc Youth—GOO (DGC)  The Replacements—All
(Gellen) 3288-009 gg:!:g:‘ofs stand) 408294  Shook Down (Sire/Repnse)
— i 418-160 Morrissey—Bona Drag 412668
Elton John—Sleeping m :
With The Past (MCA) . (RepniselSire) 407-122
387-993 Jane's Adqicl:on—niiua!
Motley Crue—Dr. Feel- De Lo Habitual
go%d -:‘l'?!eklra: 387-944 (Warner Bros.) 4_07-093
Billy Joel—Storm Fron Depeche Mode—Vialalor
(Columbia) 387-902 (Sire/Reprise) 405;23
Faith No More—The Real Sinead O'Connor—| Do
Thing (Reprise/Slash) Not Want What | Haven't
387-399 Got (Chrysals) 405001 z s
Bllly Idol—Charmed Life Ll The B-52's—Cosmic ety - () s
(Ehiyrealin 386-789 1 the Cure—Mixed Up Thing (Reprise) 383877 g4 cogtelio—Girls Glrls
Don Henley—The End Of (Eleklra) 413-492 appy Mondays—Fills, Girls (Columbia)
The Innocence (Gellen) Thrills & Bellyaches 412-619/392:613
383-802 § Lush—Gala(4AD) 418-145  (Elekira) 414326 The 5und?,,7.nead;ng_
Michael Bolton—Soul Jesus Jones—Doubt Iggy Pop—Brick By Brick Wiriting An Arllhm:g;.
Provider lCO'umb'cgaa osa | 8K 417-691  (Virgin) 409-854  (DGC)
Tom Petty—Full Moon —Greatest Hits Bruce Springsteen— Aerosmith—Greates! Hits
Fever (MCA) 382-184 ﬁ?&:‘;?g.a, T 875-279  Tunne! Of Love nCog:énobﬁ;s (Columbia) -225
Roxette—Look Sharp! = F z Barry Manllow—Grealest
(EM)) 381-939 gm;‘;‘;ﬁ{;ﬁmﬁ‘g@\; v Guns N' Roses—Appetite  Hits (Arista) 288-670
The Cult—Sonic Temple 375-055 For Destruction (Geflen) Damn Yankees
(Swe/Reprise) 381-798  payla Abdul—Forever : (Warner Bros)  405-886

Your Girl (Virgin) 374-637

Little Feat—Let It Roll
(Warner Bros.) 373-720

Bonnle Raitt—Nick Of
Time (Capitol) 381-087
The Vaughan Brothers—

Family Style Nelson—Afler The Rain
(Epic/Associaled) 411-306 (DGC) 411-009

HERE'S HOW TO GET YOUR 8 CDs FOR 1¢...

© Just mall the coupon together with check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢
for your first 8 CDs, plus $1.85 for shipping and handling).

® You agree to buy just six more selections in the next three years, at regular
Club prices (currently $12.98 to $15.98, plus shipping and handling)—and you
may cancel membership at any time after doing so.

® Free Music Magazine sent every four weeks (up to 13 times a year),
describing the Regular Selection for your listening interest, plus hundreds of
alternates. And Special Selection mailings up to six times a year (total of up to
19 buying opportunities).

@ Buy only what you want! If you want the Regular or Special Selection, do
nothing—it will be sent automatically. If you'd prefer an alternate selection, or
none at all, just mail the response card always provided by the date speclfle_d.

® You always have 10 days to decide; if not, you may return the Selection at
our expense. : -

@ Half-Price Bonus Plan. If you continue your membership after fulfilling your
obligation, you'll be eligible for our money-saving bonus plan. It lets you buy one
CD at half-price for each CD you buy at regular Club price.

® 10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send details of the Club's operation with your
introduclgry package. If not satisfied, return everything within 10 days for a full
refund and no further obligation.

® Extra Bonus Offer: you may take one additional CD right now at the super-
low price of only $6.95—and you are then entitled to taﬁe an extra CD as a
bonus FREE! And you'll receive tyour discounted CD and your bonus CD with
your 8 introductory selections—a total of 10 CDs in all!

George Thorogood &
Destroyers—Live! (EMI)
34788

Wiison Phiilips (SBK)
406-793

b

with two bers counl as two ite each

COLUMBIA HOUSE: Terre Haute, IN

47811

"COLUMBIA HOUSE, 1400 N. Fruitridge Ave.
P.O. Box 1129, Terre Haute, Ind
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Lining (Rykodisc) 417501
George Jones—Friends
In High Places (Epic)
417-451
George Howard—Love
And Understanding (GRP)
416-644

The Traveling Wilburys—
Vol. 3 (Warner Bros
Milbury) 413-872

Pebbles—Always (MCA)
412163
Daryl Hall & John Oates

—Change Of Season
(Ansta) 408-245

En Vogue—Born To Sing
(Atlantic) 408-112

Keith Sweat—I'll Give All
My Love To You (Elekira)
407-791

The Aliman Brothers

Band—Seven Turns (Epic)
407-692

Paul Simon—Negolia-

tions And Love Songs

1971-1986 (Warner Bros.)
400-721

The O'Ja Emotionally
Yours (EMI) 417-709

REO Speedwagon—
Grealtest Hils (Epic)
367-672

Tangier—T.B.A. (Alco)
416+

Richard Marx—Repeat
Offender (EMI) 380-915
Billy Joel—Grealest Hils
Vols. 1 & 2 (Columbia)
336-396/396-390

Foreigner—Records
(Allanlic) 318-055

Dan Fogelberg—Grealtest
Hits (Full Moon/E pic)
317-149
The Rascals’ Greatest
Hits—Time Peace
(Atlanbc) 411-322
Lynyrd Skynyrd Band—
G";Irl & Platinum (MCA)
307-447/397-448
Best Of Buffalo Spring-
field—Retrospeclive
(ATCO) 294-
America—Greatest Hits
(Warner Bros.) 291-385
1, Napoleon (Gellen)
7 s 418-186
U2—Rattle And Hum
(Island) 374-017
Ralph Tresvant (MCA)
415-547
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CLAS

SUPPOSE IT’s natural for each
generation to look back and
believe its own adolescence co-
incided with some golden age
on earth. Most of us, however
young or old, can successfully

argue that our high school years collid-
ed with some bright comet of art, mu-
sic, politics or cultural tone, or were at
least blessed with the general excite-
ment of everything going haywire.

Sometimes you can spot a golden
age, based on historical evidence,
even if you didn’t live through it. For
instance, people who saw the monster
prewar Grand Prix cars race—the Mer-
cedes, Auto Unions, Alfas, etc.—say
there hasn’t been anything quite like
them since, and I believe it. My moth-
er, who grew up in New York City,
claimed that the Twenties and Thir-
ties, the years of her youth, were a
golden age for the Big Apple, and that,
too, sounds plausible. The mid-Fif-
ties, on the other hand, were clearly
the golden age of blond moderne fur-
niture carved into amoebic shapes that
still make us queasy, and so on.

And now, with my 25th high school
reunion coming up this summer, I’ve
had occasion to ponder the signifi-
cance of my own graduation date,
1966. A strange and turbulent time in
America, but not without its own re-
deeming golden age.

§

It was, of course, a great time for
high school girls wearing cast-iron
teased hairdos and Church Lady glass-
es, but that’s not important here. There
were a couple of other high points of
the era actually worth mentioning:
rock 'n’ roll and sports cars.

Not only could you buy, brand new
off the showroom floor, an astound-
ing number of interesting and relative-
ly affordable sports cars that year, but
also you could turn on the car radio
and have your cruising music blared
forth by a seemingly endless succes-
sion of surprisingly good musicians
and songwriters.

While a strong case can be made that
this small golden age extended a few
years on either side of my graduation
date, let’s look specifically at 1966.

In that particular year, your car ra-
dio could be counted on to introduce
and play brand-new hit songs by the
Animals, Beatles, Byrds, Yardbirds,
Turtles, Troggs, Mamas & the Papas,
Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan, Simon
and Garfunkel, Spencer Davis Group,
Beach Boys, Lovin’ Spoonful, Young
Rascals, James Brown, Four Seasons,
Sam the Sham and the Pharaohs, Hol-
lies, Monkees, Stevie Wonder, Dono-
van, Four Tops, Righteous Brothers,
Supremes, Paul Revere and the Raid-
ers, Johnny Rivers, Petula Clark, Percy
Sledge, Tommy James and the Shon-
dells, Mitch Ryder and the Detroit
Wheels, Otis Redding and, of course,
Nancy Sinatra and her tall boots.

And that’s just a sampling of the
people who had hits that made it into
the top five. With a few notable and
painful exceptions, there was hardly
room for any bad stuff. I remember a
number of occasions when I was driv-
ing around with my friends and we
would hear a new song and actually
pull over to the side of the road and
stare at the radio. When it was over,
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Limited Time Offer’!

from the makers of ESCORT"

Buy the Best —
at the Best Price Ever!

S.lmmer is here. And to make your summer
traveling plans complete, we're offering a
first time ever sale on our SOLO radar
detector. If you order by July 15, 1991, you
can have the world’s best radar detector at
an unbelievably low price — only $299 (a
$349 value). SOLO comes with these great
features:

e Cordless, battery-powered convenience
e Long range detection

e Detects both pulse and instant-on radar
e Anti-falsing circuitry

* Small enough to fit in a shirt pocket

We believe so strongly that you’ll be satisfied
with SOLO’s performance, that we back each
purchase with a 30-day money back
guarantee. Use SOLO where performance
counts the most — in your car, on the roads
you travel every day. If, after 30 days, you're
not delighted with SOLO'’s cordless -
convenience and superb range, send SOLO
back for a refund.

Don’t wait until it's “too late.” Call today to
place your order for the incomparable SOLO.

1-800-433-3487

for Sales & Information
(1-800-543-1608 for Customer Service)

Major credit cards accepted
Ask about our 30-day money back guarantee

SOLO $299 + shipping

Ohio residents add 5.5% sales tax. Prices higher in Canada.

ESCORT.
P Department 300171
One Microwave Plaza
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249
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there would be a short silence and
someone would say, “Holy smoke.
That’s a great song! Who is it?”” Or
words to that effect.

S THE WORST guitar player in
a fairly bad garage band, I
was naturally tunedin to the
sounds on the radio and
came to regard 1966 as a
vintage year. I'm now the
worst guitar player in a slightly better
garage band (with a larger garage), and
we’re still playing a few songs from
that year. My trivia-happy friend, Da-
vid Robb, points out that 1967 was
even better (Doors, Jefferson Air-
plane, etc.), and I have to admit he’s
right. But 1966 still wasn’t bad; we
didn’t know we were suffering.

Okay, so if you are willing to admit
that any rock 'n’ roll is worth listening
to, you have to concede that the music
was good. But what about the cars?

Ah, the cars. If you had enough
money to buy a new sports car—which I
didn’t, of course—you could stroll into
a 1966 showroom and write out a
check for any of an amazing variety of
offerings, with a range of choice we
haven’t seen since.

How about a 1966 Jaguar E-Type?
Like 1965 and 1967, a vintage year for
these cars. An all-synchro gearbox,
three SUs, glass-covered headlights, a
4.2-liter engine—all for $5585. About
the same as a 289 Cobra or small-block
Corvette. Or you could stretch the fi-
nances another $1400 or so and buy ei-
ther the new 427 Cobra or the 427 Cor-
vette Sting Ray and have enough
horsepower to go sideways anywhere, at
any time. Or just stay trapped in the
driveway, spinning doughnuts.

For those who wanted to spend a
small multiple of the average working
American’s annual income on a car,
there were always Ferraris and Aston
Martins, like the 275 GTB or the DBS,
for $13,600 and $15,495, respectively.

But for me, it was the lower end of
the sports-car hierarchy that seemed
richest and most varied—and most ac-
cessible. MG had just introduced the
MGB GT ($3095), while the classic
ragtop tourer could be had for $2607.
It was a good year for both cars, be-
cause they had 5-main-bearing engines
and remained unadorned with side-
lights or headrests, though synchro in
Ist gear was not to arrive for another
year. Austin-Healey showrooms still
featured the classic 6-cylinder 3000
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Mk III, for $3699, and the Sprite, for
less than $2000, with the best engine it
would ever have, the A-series 1275.

Triumph could sell you the ruggedly
beautiful Michelotti-styled TR-4A,
now available with troublesome irs, or
a Spitfire Mk II with devious swing ax-
les, while Sunbeam dealers stocked
both the standard Alpine and the hot
$3500 Tiger, with Ford 260 V-8 power.
Morgan offered a 4/4 with a Ford en-
gine and a Plus 4 with the larger Tri-
umph/Standard engine. The Swedes
were shipping us both the Volvo 1800
S and the Saab Sonett II.

“If I could climb into a time
machine and return to the past on
an automotive shopping spree
with a briefcase full of money,
1966 would not make a bad
stopping point”

Italy, too, was doing its bit. In addi-
tion to the high-end Ferraris, Lambor-
ghini P400 Miuras ($12,850) and Biz-
zarrinis ($10,500), we also had the
Alfa Romeo 1600 Duetto at $4025, as
well as the fast, race-bred Giulia
Sprint GTA. Fiat had a 1500 Cabrio-
let, as well as the new, high-revving
little 850 Coupe.

Meanwhile, back in England, Lotus
was turning out the lovely Elan S2,
sublime but not cheap at $4225, while
supplying chassis engineering and en-
gines for the Ford Cortina Lotus twin-
cam. You could also still buy a Lotus
Super Seven Series II, in either kit
form or largely sort of assembled.
Minis were really at their best and hot-
test, with the 1275 Cooper S on the
market for $2625. England also of-
fered handbuilt, limited-production
specialty sports cars such as the MG-
powered Elva Courier Mk IV 1.8,

Porsche, of course, was taking the
world by storm with its new 911s and
replacing the 4-cylinder 356 line with
the 912s, a functional improvement
(i.e., less likely to go off corners with
the driver gazing at his own past)if not
as lovably bathtub-traditional. If you
had to havea 356, you could still buya
used one with a few thousand—or a
few hundred—miles on it. At race
tracks all over the world, the formida-

ble Carrera 6 was busily adding its bit
to the Porsche legend.

On the American scene, Ford was
having a great year. In addition to the
already mentioned Cobras, we had that
other Shelby brainchild, the stripped-
down, hairy 350 GT Mustang; and if
you couldn’t buy one of these, you
could always rent a black-and-gold GT
350-H from Hertz. The standard Mus-
tangs, meanwhile, were—many would
argue—at their esthetic best in 1966.
On the race track, Ford engines
cleaned up at Indy, where Graham Hill
won in a Lola-Ford, and their GT 40
MK IIs finished 1-2-3 at Le Mans, led by
Messrs. McLaren and Amon.

Chevy, meanwhile, was giving back
door—and side door—help to a Texan
named Jim Hall, whose Chaparral 2C
was making race-car designers every-
where scratch their heads and buy new
drawing boards.

American musclecars? Where do
you start? There were Plymouth and
Dodge 426 Hemis, Olds 4-4-2s, Barra-
cuda fastbacks, the 325-bhp Buick
Skylark GSs, Pontiac GTOs, 428 Gal-
axies and so on. Everybody was stuff-
ing a big motor in a light chassis and
lighting up the Blue Streaks. It was a
time when pistons were still wider
than tires. The numbers were daz-
zling, and the new cars came at you
almost faster than you could absorb
and classify them. The automotive
world was one large celebration; it was
on a roll.

SUPPOSE As I sat in fifth-hour
study hall in my last few weeks
of high school, reading Road
& Track and all the other car
magazines, I thought it would
go on forever. Cars would just
keep getting better and more exciting.
Just like the music. We had no way of
knowing we were on—or just ap-
proaching—some sort of pinnacle.

Even now, if it were decreed that I
could never own or race a car not built
in 1966, it would work no hardship on
me. Likewise, if I could climb into a
time machine and return to the past on
an automotive shopping spree with a
briefcase full of money, 1966 would
not make a bad stopping point.

And if our garage band had to play
only songs from that year, it would
take us a long time to get bored. And
even longer to learn the guitar lead
from “Eight Miles High.” I'm still
working on it. &=







Upon its unveiling, the vehicle you see
before you will no doubt be referred to
in many ways: as exotic, breakthrough, even
history in the making.

We prefer to think of it as, simply, a

o (@ I 2 ] : & mission statement.

-/ : : | o . LR o : ‘ A sculpted aluminum, hand-built tes-

PEOPLE W[—IO Bu 1| : & o v ':f _ i I S : M tament to the vision that is an automotive
T AR . TS | division called Acura. Personal performance

. e . 5 _ i S o - ' automobiles that cater to the drivers emo-
tions and intelligence instead of his ego.
Built by people who measure the quality of
their products, not to mention their own
talent and abilities, against a simple three-
word slogan.

Precision Crafted Performance.

A full six years from concept to the
showroom floor, the Acura NSX is the pro-
verbial dream car come true.

Not a car buyers dream, mind you...
but a car maker$s dream.

With its 270 horsepower, mid-engine,
rwin-cam V-6, and features like variable
valve timing and a Traction Control System,
the NSX is, quite simply, a new breed of
sports car. A new benchmark.

Five years ago, Acura revolutionized
the way the world looked at an entire class
of automobiles.With the introduction of the

NSX, the revolution begins again.

ACURA
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PRECISION CRAFTED PERFORMANCE
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Call 1-800-TO-ACURA i ; .
ot for more information or the dealer nearest you. ©1990 Acura Division of American Honda Motor Co, Inc. Acura and NSX are trademarks of Honda MOtf |
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IF YOU'VE BECOME
EMOTIONALLY
ATTACHED TOYOUR
NEW CAR
WE SUGGESTYOU
GET TREATMENT.

NEWER CAR
OIL
TREATMENT

ANT

GIVE THAT SPECIAL CAR SPECIAL TREATMENT. STP°NEWER CAR OIL
TREATMENT. IT'S FORMULATED TO HELP KEEP CARS WITH UP TO 36,000
MILES RUNNING LIKE NEW LONGER. BY CUTTING DOWN ENGINE WEAR
AND KEEPING YOUR ENGINE CLEANER. ALL YOU DO IS ADD IT TO YOUR

OIL. USE STP NEWER CAR OIL TREATMENT REGULARLY, AND

YOU'LL KEEP THAT SPECIAL FEELING ALIVE LONGER. I3%%0s  THE EDGE.

30 ROAD & TRACK

cars
0

mi' ALTA STRINT IIRI-U-"“AIB |-.ﬁ‘ltl ll"l:l. ]

years ago our cover featured an en-
gine, the 1937 Auto-Union V-16, dis-
played at the Deutsches Museum in
Munich and highlighted in our guide
to European automotive galleries.
Road test cars were the $5663 Alfa
Romeo Sprint Speciale and $2897 Lo-
tus Seven America. And we said good-
bye to the original OI' Yaller, Max
Balchowsky’s “mongrel that outran
the greyhounds™ racer, after its 100-
mph end-over-end crash in a Cal Club
competition at Riverside.

ESTSIDATSUN/E1I0]OPELEY ISUZU
DATSUN B210s EOR ROAD & RACING
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~=  Porsche:

; Still

Out Front?

Porsa b SN v IR0 o8 Aeria GT

years ago the new Porsche 924 out-
scored the Datsun 280Z and Alfa Ro-
meo Alfetta GT on our cover in a
comparison test of sports cars. We
evaluated the Buick Isuzu Opel, Dat-
sun F10 and Cosworth Vega, and
track-tested racing and road-going
Datsun B210s. Clay Regazzoni won
the first U.S. Grand Prix West at Long
Beach, and Juan Manuel Fangio, in
town for the race, drove an old favor-
ite of his, the Mercedes-Benz W96,
for our Salon. ()]
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Sthown smaller than actual size
offapproximately 9%s" (23.18 cm) L.
Scrale 1:24.

Astonishing detail —right down to the dashboard
and wraparound windshield.

Cadillac presents the very first
Eldorado. An official die-cast
replica of the legendary car whose
power and prestige began
America’s love affair with the

luxury convertible.

TThe Eldorado. Introduced in 1953, it
piegan our love affair with those big
otpen “boats” of the fabulous Fifties.
Sio luxurious that it was compared to
fiine jewelry.

Now the Cadillac Motor Car Divi-
siion has authorized an official die-
cvast replica of that first-ever ‘53
Eildorado. A precision-crafted 1:24

scale model rich with detail, from the
wraparound windshield tothe 210 hp
V-8 engine.

It's “loaded” with accessories. Fog
lamps. Balloon whitewall tires. Wire
wheels. Doorsthatopen. Wheels that

turn. Why, it even has chrome-plated

“eyelids” on the headlights.
Specially imported. Just $120.

THIRTY-DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY
If you wish to return any Franklin Mint Precision
Models purchase, you may do so within 30 days
ofyourreceipt of that purchase for replacement,
credit or refund.

Official G 1M Li

d Product. CADILLAC,
ELDORADO and the CADILLAC Emblem are trademarks of
General Motors Corporation.

Order Form

Please mail by July 31, 1991.

Franklin Mint Precision Models
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091
Please enter my order for this official 1:24 scale
die-cast replica of the 1953 Cadillac Eldorado.

I need send no payment now. | will be billed for
adeposit of $24* and, after shipment, for the bal-

ance in four equal monthly installments of $24*
*Plus my state sales tax.

SIGNATURE it st i o T
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE

MR/MRS/MISS ____

 PLEASE PAINT CLEARLY.
ADDRESS ol b e e oo

G By demii s e e B B W SRR B

SIAIERZIE s o
© 1591 FMPM

“12440-39
Canadian customers cal] toll-free
1-800 THE MINT.
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Acura Integra GS 1-90 $16840 9.4 166 130 .252 0.83 62.6 26.92 | Mercedes-Benz
Legend LS 5.91 $34,299 7.9 16.1 135 281 0.79 60.0 19.0 190E 2.6 5-89 $34355 87 168 129 259 0.79 59.8 205
NSX 8-90s0 $58500 5.7 14.0 168 220 0.90 63.8 23.0¢ 300E: 11-89 $46,000 8.3 16.4 140 246 0.81 60.8 20.52
Alfa Romeo 164 S 6-90s1¢ $29500 7.6 158 140 242 0.78 61.0 23.0 300CE 24V! 7-90s $56,815 85 166 151 228 0.77 60.3 195
Audi Coupe Quattro ~ 9-89¢ $31,500 9.0 16.7 135 270 0.79 62.2 19.0 500SL: 12-89s $82,000 64 149 155 256 0.81 59.8 16.0¢
200 Quattro 1290 $42850 7.2 154 150 252 0.79 586 19.5 Mercury Capri XR2 7-90s $15522 83 163 124 278 0.78 62.0 25.02
V8 Quattro! 11-89  $48,500 9.2 169 146 237 na 61.2 17.02+ Tracer LTS 6-91 $13,161 9.1 17.0 125 283 0.82 625 27.0
Bentley Turbo R! 391 $174900 7.1 155 128 253 0.73 56.8 115 Mitsublshl
BMH MGB 6-90 §$12,000 128 19.0 105 300 0.80 npa 25.0¢ Eclipse GSX 8-89¢ $18550 6.8 153 143 244 084 653 165
BMW 318is 8-90 $21,500 10.0 17.3 122 248 0.83 62.0 24.0 Galant VR-4 11.90s $21,000 7.9 158 130 249 0.77 61.0 21.04
M3 288712 §34,000 7.1 154 143 239 082 64.7 2052 Diamante LS* 6-91 $27,500 9.0 16.7 130 269 079 60.3 19.0
5350t 11-89  $45225 B6 165 143 228 0.82 615 1852 3000GT VR-4 99010 $31,800 6.3 14.7 159 237 0.86¢ 66.8 18.0¢
M5 8-90s $59.655 6.4 150 155 231 0.80 61.4 155 Nissan NX 2000 2-91 $14,000 8.1 166 130 259 0.88 61.4 30.02
750iL1 5-887 $68,850 6.9 152 155 236 0.79 60.1 16.0 240SX SE 1-90 $17,869 88 165 125 252 0.82 64.1 2382
850i 6-91 $78,420 7.3 156 155 259 0.79 589 15.0 Maxima SE 4-89s1s $19,799 85 166 120 257 0.78 62.0 205
Bulck Reatta Conv! 1090 $36071 11.0 178 125 288 0.82 59.1 20.0¢ 300zX 10-89¢ $27,300 7.1 155 148 233 0.88 65.6 19.0?
Cadillac Allanté: 7-887 $56,632 9.5 17.2 119 257 0.77 61.0 17.12 300ZX Turbo 12-89e.11 $33,900 6.5 150 155 231 091 66.4 18,5«
STS! 3.91 $37,135 86 166 125 274 0.82 60.8 18.5¢ | Oldsmoblile Calais
Chevrolet Beretta GT 5-90s:« $14,407 8.6 164 125 295 0.80 61.2 20.02 H.0. Quad 4 3-89e1s $15845 7.6 165 125 275 0.83 63.6 27.0¢
Corvette L98 5-91 $37,389 62 148 na 232 091 644 17.52 | Opel
Corvette ZR-1 6-89s $50,000 49 134 172 233 0.94 657 19.0¢ Calibra 2.0i 16V 2.91 na/us. 7.6 159 137 249 na 60.8 25.0
Corvette Twin Peugeot 405 Mi 16 11-88715 $20,700 9.0 168 130 263 0.83 64.8 220
Turbo (Callaway) 5-90% $66,424 5.1 134 191 213 na 63.6 18.0¢ | Plymouth
Lumina APV1 10-89s $15,000 126 188 105 293 na 555 225 Laser RS Turbo 1-80 $16,105 6.9 154 143 257 0.84 63.2 2462
Lumina Z34 591 $17,994 8.0 158 113 299 na 61.0 21.52 | Pontlac
Chrysler LeBaron 7-87e $16,154 88 168 120 276 0.78 61.5 20.5 Grand Prix GTP! 5-91 $25,062 84 163 125 238 na 60.7 21.02
Dalhatsu Porsche 944 52 10-89¢ $42515 6.7 147 149 241 086 65.1 18.52
Charade CLS 6-89¢ $8567 11,5 1B2 95 290 0.72 57.3 2952 911 Carrera 2 4-90 $60,400 5.4 140 162 236 0.85 64.0 18.0
Dodge % 911 Carrera 2
Daytona ES 5-90s« §15,159 B84 162 125 279 0.81 61.5 20.52 Tiptronict 9-90% $62,619 69 150 159 235 0.84 64.9 175
Spirit R/T 5.91 $19,164 65 15.0 140 308 na 60.8 21.52 Turbo 391 $95,000 46 129 168 211 na 63.2 15.0
StealthR/TTurbo 591 $30,534 60 145 na 251 086 632 17.52 Carrera 4 2-89 $70,470 49 135 161 218 0.83 63.3 17.0
Eagle Premier ES? 8.-887 $15916 105 17.7 125 280 0.78 64.1 19.02 | RangeRoverCounty 5-90 $40,125 123 187 109 270 0.65 na 135
Ferrarl Testarossa 10-89¢1$145580 6.2 14.2 181 261 0.87 na 12.0 Ruf 911 CTR
Mondial t Cabrio 1-91 $96,300 66 150 154 258 0.89 npa 15.0¢ (Porsche) 391 $223000 39 119 na 245 na 57.7 14.0
348tb 9-90s $94,800 6.0 143 171 250 na na 16.0¢ | Saab9000CD 6-90% $28,525 9.7 17.1 125 266 0.82 62.1 21.0
Ford Escort GT 8-902 $11,697 89 168 120 288 0.81 61.7 28.04 9000 Turbo 291 $32,995 6.8 154 135 247 0.80 60.0 21.0¢
Mustang GT 3-887 $14575 6.4 150 142 307 0.81 653 16.02 | SaturnCoupe 11-90* $14,000 86 166 124 259 0.76 62.0 26.0¢
Probe GT 1-90 $17,406 7.6 160 131 270 0.80 62.2 23.4z | Stering827SLi 6-89 $29,670 87 165 135 260 0.80 59.4 22.0
Probe LX 59014 $15493 82 16.2 130 260 0.79 588 21.02 | Subarulegacy
Taurus SHO 591 $26,485 7.6 159 140 284 na 60.0 22.02 Sport Sedan 1-91 $18,750 8.1 16.2 129 251 0.80 62.3 20.0
Thunderbird SC 12-88712 $§20,300 7.4 159 140 247 0.85 61.0 17.0¢ | SuzuklSwift GTi 6-89¢ $9825 9.5 17.0 105 248 0.82 64.3 31.52
Thunderbird LX V-8!  4.91 $23,181 9.0 16.7 145 255 na 603 17.0 Toyota Tercel 4-DrLE  5.91 $10,938 122 184 105 320 na 584 30.0
Honda CRX Si 291 $12,503 89 17.1 125 264 0.81 60.1 31.02 Celica GT-S 1-90 $22,103 105 17.6 125 265 0.86 62.8 24.82
Prelude 2.0Sid4ws 8-B7e1s $18,100 9.3 16.8 127 252 0.81 655 22.0 Celica GT Conv 12-90  $21,648 108 17.8 120 299 0.80 57.9 23.0
Infinitl G20 10-90* $19,700 10.0 176 130 268 0.80 61.5 24.0 Previa LE! 990 $19,770 125 188 107 na 0.73 58.1 19.0¢
Q45! 2-90s $38,000 69 154 150 253 0.79 58.2 17.22 MR2 Turbo 490« $24,000 6.2 14.7 145 254 086 64.5 185
Isuzu Impulse XS 7-90% $13999 9.3 169 120 249 0.84 61.1 24.0 Vector W8 Twinturbor  3-91 $283,750 42 120 na 250 0.97 60.6 13.5¢
Jaguar Volkswagen GTI 16V  2-91 $14960 84 168 122 258 0.81 63.5 25.02
XJ6 VandenPlas®  3-90s $48,000 9.2 169 136 258 0.73 55.0 18.0 Passat GL 3-90s $18,490 109 17.8 125 273 0.80 61.9 25.0¢
XJ-SV-12 Conv! 1-89'2 $56,000 9.9 175 141 238 0.75 58.4 13.0¢ Corrado G60 11-89¢ $19,430 89 165 137 266 0.83 62.9 21.5
Lamborghinl Volvo 740 GLE! 389s8 $25,045 9.6 17.2 125 260 0.78 60.6 22.0
Countach 5000S  3-86* $118,000 5.2 13.7 173 252 0.88 62.6 10.0
Lexus LS 4001 2.90s $40,800 8.3 16.3 150 238 0.78 59.8 18.2z | Dataapply to the model at the time (issue date) of testing. Legend: boldface =extremes in that
Lotus Elan SE 4-91 $39,040 6.6 152 137 250 O0.89 64.1 26,0+ | particular category, excluding nonproduction cars; blue=newest entries; na=not available, na/
Esprit Turbo SE 11-89sn1 §79500 5.1 13.7 165 251 0.88 61.0 165 U.S.; 1 automatic transmission; 2 comparison test; 2 price at time of test, some estimated; « es-
Maseratl 430 2.89¢ $41,500 6.3 150 145 254 0.82 59.6 17.0¢ | timated;® also In 1991 R&T Road Test Annual; ® also in 1990 Annual; 7 also in 1989 Annual;
Mazda RX-7 Turbo 8-88r $24,738 6.7 151 140 256 0.83 64.6 16.52 | =alsoin 1988 Annual; ® also in 1987 Annual; o also in 1991 R&T Sports & GT Cars; it also in
Protegé 2-90 $12,404 9.1 168 130 270 0.83 61.0 26.0 1990 S&GT Cars; 12 also in 1989 S&GT Cars; 12 also in 1988 S&GT Cars; !4 also in 1990 Per-
MX-5 Miata 7-90s $15,740 9.5 17.0 117 270 0.83 62.4 2552 | formanceCars;!s alsoin 1989 PC. The 1988-1991 Issues and 1989-1990 Performance Cars at
MPV (prototype): 10-88 $21,000 11.7 184 110 310 0.73 565 21.0 $4.95 each postpaid and the 1987-1991 Annuals and 1988-1991 Sports & GT Cars at $5.95
9201 8-887 $23,969 10.0 175 121 247 0.73 58.7 18.52 | each postpaid are avallable from R&T, P.0. Box 749, Holmes, Pa. 19043,



Competition Driving, by Alaln Prost with Plerre-
Frangols Rousselot, Hazelton Publishing, dis-
tributed In the U.S. by Motorbooks

International, P.0. Box 2, Osceola, Wis.
54020, $19.95, 7% x 8% In., 192 pp.

One assumes that books on race-
driving technique are bought by aspir-
ing race drivers, eager to pick up every
possible tip that can help their careers.
Or perhaps they are bought by the au-
thor/driver’s most dedicated fans, ea-
ger to soak up every detail of hislife on
the circuit. Here is a book that will sat-
isfy any interest in motor racing, at
any level.

Knowing how to do something well
doesn’t automatically include the abili-
ty to teach it. Although most profes-
sional drivers, with the help of a good
collaborator, could convey the basic

information, there is only one “Profes- -

sor,” as Alain Prost has been called by
colleagues as well as journalists long
before he started to write this book.
Prost’s credentials are stratospheric
and hardly need recounting . .. 44
Grand Prix victories, three times
world champion, hundreds of cham-
pionship points over 11 seasons.
There has never been a more brilliant
mind controlling the dynamics of a
racing car, bringing into focus all the
knowledge of engineer, team manager
and athlete in the heat of battle. Niki
Lauda was superbly analytical, of
course, and Juan Manuel Fangio had

an uncanny sensitivity to mechanical
and competitive nuance. But Prost’s
view seems to be from above the car,
above those of his competitors, under-
standing the race from start to finish.

What Prost and his most capable
collaborator explain in this book is not
so much what the driver must do but
what the car must do. Every significant
aspect of vehicle dynamics becomes
so clear that a fresh understanding of
the driver’s task follows naturally. He
becomes the final component of a
complex system; ideally, he fits as pre-
cisely as all the others. To remain in
harmony with the car, he must under-
stand the function of all its parts
throughout the different stages of the
race. Especially when they go wrong.

Of course it’s not all science, and
Prost does not neglect the special bril-
liance that in some fiercely competi-
tive drivers goes beyond technical
mastery; about Keke Rosberg and
Gilles Villeneuve he writes, *“ . . . they
were capable of doing things that I
barely know how to do, or at least only
in exceptional circumstances.” (Re-
garding the techniques of his current
rivals, Prost diplomatically avoids too
much analysis.)

dynamics and resulting techniques ap-
ply to Formula I, although Prost’s ap-
proach relates to all racing. He gives
some attention to other disciplines,
even rallying.

Throughout the book the informa-
tion is broken down into immediately
digestible segments, with clear head-
ings: ““‘How Best to Use Your Engine”
or “How to Make a Good Start.”” Sub-
headings like “How not to be overtak-
en”’ or “Going off the track” identify
all the specifics.

This is an attractive all-color book
with well-chosen photographs, accu-
rate captions and excellent graphics.
The soft cover allows a competitive
price, but truly aspiring drivers might
do well to have two copies, one for the
shelf, the other to devour in its entire-
ty.—Jonathan Thompson

JULY 1991 33




COMPETITION

July 4 Pikes Peak Auto Hill Climh
presented by Chevrolet, Pikes Peak,
Colorado Springs, Colo,

July 6 NASCAR Pepsi 400, Daytona
International Speedway, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

July 6-7 SCCA Liquid Tide Trans-Am
Tour & CART Budweiser Cleveland
Grand Prix, Burke Lakefront Airport,
Cleveland, Ohio

July 7 French Grand Prix, Circuit
de Magny-Cours, Magny-Cours,
France :

July 14 British Grand Prix, Sil-
verstone Circuit, Silverstone,
England

July 14 CART Marlboro Grand Prix at
the Meadowlands, Meadowlands
Sports Complex, East Rutherford,
N.J.

July 14 SCCA Des Moines Grand Prix
Liquid Tide Trans-Am Tour, Des
Moines, lowa

July 19-21 Chicago Historic Races,
Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wis.

July 20-21 IMSA Camel Grand Prix of
Monterey presented by Toyota, La-
guna Seca Raceway, Monterey,
Calif.

July 20-21 Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix, Schenley Park, Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

July 21 CART Molson Indy Toronto, Ex-
hibition Place, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada

July 21 NASCAR Miller Genuine Draft

500, Pocono International Race--

way, Long Pond, Pa.

July 28 German Grand Prix, Hocken-
heimring, Hockenheim, Germany

July 28 IMSA G.l. Joe's Camel Gran
Prix, Portland International Race-
way, Portland, Ore.

July 28 NASCAR Diehard 500, Ala-
bama International Motor Speed-
way, Talladega, Ala,

AUE. 2-4 Meadow Brook Historic
Races, Oakland County Sports-
men's Club, Waterford Hills Race
Track, Clarkston, Mich.

Aug. 3-4 IROC race & CART Mariboro

Aug. 4 SCCA Liquid Tide Trans-Am Tour,
Road Atlanta, Flowery Branch, Ga.

Aug. 9-11 HSR Atlanta Historic Races,
Road Atlanta, Flowery Branch, Ga.

Aug. 10 SCCA Liquid Tide Trans-Am
Tour & IROC race, Watkins Glen In-
ternational, Watkins Glen, N.Y.

Aug. 11 Hungarian Grand Prix, Hun-
garoring, Budapest, Hungary

Aug. 11 NASCAR Budweiser at the
Glen, Watkins Glen International,
Watkins Glen, N.Y.

Aug. 16-18 Monterey Historic Auto-
mobile Races, Laguna Seca Race-
way, Monterey, Calif.

Aug. 18 NASCAR Champion Spark Plug
400, Michigan International Speed-
way, Brooklyn, Mich.

Aug. 18 SCCA Grand Prix de Trois-
Rivieres Liquid Tide Trans-Am
Tour, Trois-Rivieres, Quebec,
Canada

Aug. 23-25 SCCA Subaru Ojibwe Pro
Rally Championship, Bemidji, Minn.

Aug. 24 NASCAR Bud 500, Bristol In-
ternational Raceway, Bristol, Tenn.

Aug. 24-25 SCCA Liquid Tide Trans-Am
Tour & CART Texaco/Havoline
Grand Prix of Denver, Denver, Colo.

ADDRESSES: Pikes Peak Auto Hill
Climb, P.0. Box 6962, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80934; NASCAR, P.O.
Box 2875, Daytona Beach, Fla. 32115-
2875; SCCA, PO. Box 3278, Engle-
wood, Colo. 80112-2105; CART, 390
Enterprise Ct., Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
48013; ACCUS/FIA (Formula I & Le
Mans), 1500 Skokie Bivd., Suite 101,
Northbrook, l. 60062; Chicago His-
toric Races, 825 W. Ene, Chicago, .
60622; IMSA, P.0. Box 10709, Tam-
pa, Fla. 33679-0709; Pittsburgh Vin-
tage race, William J. Rasp, 5620 Maple
Heights Ct., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15232;
Meadow Brook races, Meadow Brook
Hall, Oakland University Campus, Roch-
ester, Mich. 48063; IROC (Dodge Inter-
national Race of Champions), 45 Park
Rd., Tinton Falls, N.J. 07724-9716;
HSR (Historic Sportscar Racing, Lid),
P.O. Box 550372, Atlanta, Ga. 30355-
2874; Monlerey races, General Rac-
ing Ltd., P.O. Box 30628, Santa Barba-
ra, Calif. 93105,

AUTO SHOWS

Sept. 12-22 Frankfurt international
auto show, Frankfurt Exhibition
Grounds, Frankfurt, Germany

Oct. 26-Nov. 8 Tokyo international
auto show, Nippon Convention
Center, Tokyo, Japan

ADDRESSES: Frankfurt show, Ver-
band Der Automobilindustrie E.V., Post-
fach 170503, D-6000 Frankfurt 17, Ger-
many; Tokyo show, Japan Motor
Industrial Federation, Inc., Otemachi
Bldg., 6-1, 1-Chome, Otemachi, Chi-
yoda-ku, Tokyo 100, Japan.

EVENTS

July 6 Rick Cole Newport Beach Col-
- lector Car Auction, Hyatt New-
porter Hotel, Newport Beach, Calif.

July 28 Beverly Hills Car Show, Bev-
ery Hills High School, Beverly Hills,
Calif.

Aug. 2-4 Meadow Brook Hall Con-
cours d'Elegance, Meadow Brook-
Hall, Oakland University Campus,
Rochester, Mich.

Aug. 18 Pebble Beach Concours
d'Elegance (honoring Pierce-Arrow
& Rolls-Royce), The Lodge at Peb-
ble Beach, Pebble Beach, Calif.

ADDRESSES: Rick Cole auction,
10701 Riverside Dr., North Hollywood,
Calif, 91602: Beverly Hills show, 200
S. Robertson Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif.
90211; Meadow Brook Hall con-
cours, Meadow Brook Hall, Oakland
University Campus, Rochester, Mich.
48063; Pebble Beach concours, P.O.
Box 597, Pebble Beach, Calif 93953,

CLUBS

July 5-7 Alfa Romeo Club of Canada
National Convention, Chateau Lau-
rier, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

July 8-12 National Corvette Restor-
ers Society National Convention,
Grand Hotel, Anahelm, Calif,

July 18-21 American MGB Associa-
tion National Convention, Drake
Hotel, Oak Brook, lil.

July 18-21 North American MGA
Register Annual Get Together,
Huntsville Marriott, Huntsville, Ala.

July 24-28 Austin-Healey Club of
America Conclave, Sheraton Stur-
bridge Resort, Sturbridge, Mass.

July 25-27 AACA Central Division Na-
tional Fall Meet, Midland, Mich.

July 28-Aug. 3 Porsche Parade, Sher-
aton Tara, Danvers, Mass.

Aug. 2-4 Saab Club of North Ameri-
ca National Convention, Crystal
Mountain Resort, Crystal Mountain,
Wash.

Aug. 5-9 BMW Car Club of America
Oktoberfest, Sheraton Waterbury,
Waterbury, Conn.

Aug. 8-11 Alfa Romeo Owners Club
National Convention, Holiday Inn,
Montgomery Field, San Diego, Calif.

Aug. 10 AACA Eastern Division Nation-
al Fall Meet, Butler, Pa.

Aug. 15-18 Austin-Healey Sports
and Touring Club Encounter 91,
Great Valley Hilton, Malvern, Pa.

Aug. 15-18 Camaro Club of Michi-
gan Annual Camaro Street Nation-
als, General Motors Technical Cen-
ter, Warren, Mich.

ADDRESSES: Alfa Romeo Club of
Canada, P.0. Box 62, Postal Station Q,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4T 2L7; Na-
tional Corvelle Restorers Sociely,
Wayne Foss, 43 Fox Hill, Irvine, Calif
92714; American MGB Association,
P.O. Box 11401, Chicago, ll. 60611;
North American MGA Register, Len
Bonnay, 538 Alan Ave., Welland, Ontar-
lo, Canada L3C 2Y9; Austin-Healey
Club of America, J.P. Hanlon, 15 Dan
Beard Lane, Wesl Redding, Conn.
06896; AACA (Antique Automobile
Club of America), P.O. Box 417, Her-
shey, Pa. 17033; Porsche Parade,
P.O. Box 1435, Boston, Mass. 01945;
Saab Club of North America, Skip
Schott, 2416 London Rd., Unit 900, Du-
Juth, Minn. 55812-2221; BMW Car
Club of America, Harmon Fischer, 430
Brockenbraugh Ct., Metainie, La. 70005;
Alfa Romeo Owners Club, Fat Gar-
rett, 2468 Gum Tree Ln., Fallbrook,
Calit 92028; Austin-Healey Sporis
and Touring Club, John Morrison, 24
Mohr St., Quakertown, Pa. 18951; Ca-
maro Club of Michigan, 6856 Apache
Trail, Westiand, Mich. 48185.

Because dates and times are subject to change, last-minute checks with appropriate sanctioning organizations are always advisable.
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Mazda’s niche-
house M2
THE MONSTROUS NEW city

hall in metropolitan Tokyo
won't have to wait long before

it is challenged by another ar- -

chitectural oddity, Mazda’s
new M2 headquarters. Al-
though much smaller in scale,
the Mazda building is, never-
theless, as scary as the city hall
in its triple characteristics—
Dracula’s mansion, Trump
Tower and Darth Vader's resi-
dence rolled into one.

36 ROAD & TRACK

« The residents of the house
. have noble intentions—creat-
: ing nichemobiles derived from

* Mazda’s volume products. As
: seen in a couple of sketches,

: the MX-5 Miata is definitely

- on their agenda. People are

- talking about some wild

« things, like a turbocharged

« version, a full-bore 2.0-liter

: twincam variant and even one
+ stuffed with that beautiful

: quad-cam 24-valve aluminum
: V-6 seen in the MX-3 coupe.
Heading the M2 operation

sassasas

is Mas_akatsu Kato, original fa-

EDITED BY RICHARD HOMAN

Imaginative environment like Mazda's M2 bullding (below).
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New Nissan/Infiniti sedan

5] Spotted during cold-weather testing—driven by shivering
Nissan engineers—is an unidentified prototype sedan. Whether the
car Is the next Maxima or perhaps a future Infiniti model is purely a
matter of speculation at this point.

carry a sticker in Britain of
around $150,000—about 60
percent of the Virage’s price.
The car will represent a
return to the philosophy of
Aston under the ownership of
industrialist Sir David Brown.
Launched in 1958, the DB4
and its derivatives were com-
pact, light and powerful 6-cyl-
inder coupes. They owed their
origins to the highly successful
Aston sports-racing cars of the

Fifties, but were far removed
from the bigger and heavier
DBSs and V-8s that Aston
brought out in the late Sixties.

Rod Mansfield, Aston’s
chief engineer, talks in broad
terms of a front-engine, rear-
drive car, though 4-wheel
drive is a possibility. It will
have either a straight-6 ora
V-8 and a capacity of at least
3.5 liters.

The DP1999 will appear

ther of the Miata, as well as
creator of several Mazda con-
cept vehicles. He is assisted by
Hirotaka Tachibana, develop-
ment engineer responsible for
the superb dynamics of the
second-generation RX-7 and
the Miata. It’s a good team,
and we can hope to see some
exciting niche cars from the
establishment, its rather curi-
ous facade notwithstanding.
—Jack Yamaguchi

A glimmering DB4

ASTON MARTIN'S DREAM
of producing a new-generation
DB4 remains a glimmer on the
horizon, but the launch date
has slipped a year to 1996—at
the earliest, The project,
known as DP1999, still has
not been given the go-ahead
because of a spending clamp-
down by Ford, the 75-percent
owner of Aston since 1987.
Ford’s North American finan- ° |
cial woes have resulted ==
in a corporation- Z
wide suspen-
sion of spend-
ing on all but
the most vi-
tal projects.

Nor does :
anyone at Aston “\
know when the pro- g
ject will be approved.
But frustrated ex-
ecutivesremain de- 8§
termined to procee .
with DP1999, a smaller and
cheaper model that will be
sold in greater numbers than
any previous Aston. It will

initially as a coupe. It will lat-
er have convertible and high-
er-performance derivatives. *'I
could well believe there’ll be a
Lagonda version of DP1999,”
adds Mansfield. A 4-door La-

gonda would be priced to
compete with Rolls-Royce
and Bentley at around
$175,000 in Britain.

Aston talks of producing
the DP1999 at an annual rate
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DUMPING ON DUMPING

In spite of continual assertions
from the domestic auto industry,
Secretary of Commerce Robert A.
Mosbacher says there Is no
evidence that Japanese car
companles are “‘dumplng” cars
here, l.e., selling cars here for less
than they do In thelr home market.
So far the Bush administration has
rejected a request from Chrysler
Chalrman Lee lacocca to place
further limits on Japanese Imports.
The Japanese market share here Is
about 30 percent.—Ken Zino

BASIC BLACK

For the past 10 years blackwall
tires have been growing in
popularity, so much so that they
now come on roughly 70 percent of
the new cars bought In the United
States. As recently as 1979, 75

has come full circle, so to speak, to
Its origins in the days when both
the Ford Model T and its tires came
In but one color. —K.Z

38 ROAD & TRACK

sessssssnnnn

D R I R R R A R R R N R I N

of up to 1200. That might not ; drive—though the V-8 and V-6
. engines will be substantially

sound much in Ford terms,

but Aston’s present capacity is : upgraded to offer more horse-

around six cars a week, and
it’s currently doing less be-
cause of the recession. The
name DP1999 has nothing to
do with the year. It simply re-
fers to Design Project No.
1999.—Richard Feast

New Firebird

PONTIAC WILL RESTYLE its
current Firebird and introduce .
it late in 1992 asa 1993 mod- +
el, according to inside sources.
Underneath, the mechanicals
will remain essentially the
same—front engine, rear

I 1993 Pontiac Firebird.

(R RN

: power and improved fuel

« economy. Little of the dramat-
|call)f styled concept cars of
recent years is evident in the

0 heav: ly disguised prototypes.

The Citroén ZX

rides a gain

ONE OF CITROEN'S biggest
+ handicaps was that it had no
+ model to compete with such
lower middle-class cars as the
: VW Golf, Opel Kadett, Ford

* Escort and many others. This
: market accounts for nearly 30

PHOTO BY JM DUNNE, POPULAR MECHANICS
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Here come the Eurovans: 1994

I The recent popularity of minlvans In the U.S. Is beginning to
splll over Into markets on the far slde of the Atlantic as well.
Accordingly, a number of European manufacturers including Flat,
Ford, Mercedes-Benz, Peugeot, Renault, Volkswagen and Volvo
are coming up with thelr own verslons of the utility box on wheels.
VW and Ford of Europe are engaged In a Jolnt effort for a van based
on the Passat platform (left). The VW /Ford minlvan, slated to
compete with the M-B MPV (above), Is expected to make Its
appearance around the mld-Ninetles.

percent of total car sales in
Western Europe. The ZX,
which I described two months
ago (Ampersand May 1991,

: page 44) is intended to fill the
. gap in that price range.

An important feature of the
ZX is its trailing-arm-and-tor-
sion-bar rear suspension pivot-
ed from a rigid tubular cross-
member that is mounted on
the bodyshell through four
rubber blocks. These blocks
are designed so that, when the
wheels are submitted to a cor-
nering force, the entire rear
suspension pivots around a
vertical axis and makes the
rear wheels steer in the same
direction as those in front.
This amounts to passive
4-wheel steering and has a sta-
bilizing effect by inducing
understeer. The rubber also
provides an appreciable fore-
and-aft compliance to reduce
road noise.

As there is always some time
lapse between the moment the

- front wheels are steered and the




rear end reacts, turm-in is not
impaired by understeer. The in-
duced rear steering angle allows
the use of a stiffer rear and
softer front anti-roll bar, which

sive oversteer. The soft front
bar helps the traction of the

front wheels when comnering, as :
most of the roll control is taken

care of by the rear bar.
In practice, this works

traction out of slow corners
exceptionally good, but so is
the car’s general handling.
Turn-in is very good, and the
ZX is the first Citroén in a
long time that doesn’t under-
steer too much for my liking.
Handling is crisp, especially in

Here’s a sports car you'

the 1.9-liter Volcane model,
which runs on 14-in. wheels

. and 55-series tires. [ would not
« hesitate to say that the Citroén
« ZX achieves the best ride/han-
would otherwise produce exces- -

dling compromise in its

« class.— Paul Frére

Ford Festiva GT-A

AUTORAMA, MAZDA'S

. marketing arm for imports in
. Japan, has added an interest-
extremely well. Not only is the &

ing variation to the Ford Fes-

- tiva econobox theme: the GT-
: A, with a totally unfitting

+ rounded nosepiece designed

: by Scala in Germany. The

nose is white while the rest of

. the car is red, which purports
. to deliver the image of a typi-
- cal European-racing touring

THE MINI IN JAPAN
By Jack Yamaguchl

What Is a 32-year-old Mini doing In a country full of super-micro runabouts
that can run circles around Its chubby body? Sir Alec Issigonis’ creations are
dolng Just fine In Japan. Total 1990 Mini sales there match the number in the
car’s home country, Great Britain. And while the sales number has beenon a
continuous and linear decline In Britaln, It’s been on a steady rise In Japan,
from 1205 Minls sold In 1982 to last year's record of 13,185, :

The Japanese Minl lineup ranges from the cute and basic Mayfair to the ERA
turbo, an Incredible breed that brings back memories of the Sixties and so
much more (less?): You have to press really hard to get the turbo to come in
with any noticeable effect, and it's accompanied with so much sound. Even
then a Suzukl Works (Kekcar) could serenely pass you.

The beautiful leather-bound steering wheel Is heavy to tum—power steer-
Ing? You must be joking—especlally when road surfaces are anything but
smooth. Slowing down requires much care too, if you want to keep the car
heading the right direction.

But | still say these matchboxes-on-wheels are fun. And obvlously many
Japanese share that sentiment and keep gobbling 'em up as soon as they
reach our shores.

e
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[l want to take turns ' ”




WHAT RECESSION?

Mercedes-Benz of North America
commenced an average 1-percent
price Increase on 190, 300 and SL
models, effective with cars
dellvered to dealers after this past
April Fools' Day. The weakening of
the dollar versus the Deutsche Mark
was blamed. The 500SL roadster
now lists for $92,700, a 2.8-
percent Jump, but the previously
optional ASR (German abbreviation
for “‘drive-slip regulation") or
acceleration-slip-control equipment
Is now standard. "Bottom of the
line'’ 190E sedans start at
$28,350.—H.2,

R R R R N R R R R R T

car of the Sixties.
Mechanically, the GT-A is
powered by a twincam 16-
valve version of Mazda’s
1290-cc inline-4, pumping out
88 bhp at 7000 rpm. It’'sa
delightful engine, willing to
rev and emitting a raucous
sound. It comes with a close-
ratio 5-speed gearbox. The
rest of the car is pretty much
Festiva, though its suspension
has been firmed up a trifie.
The Festiva GT-A has shed
some nonessential weight, like
electric window lifts and door
locks, and has gained a steer-
ing wheel and shift knob cour-
tesy of Momo of Italy. —J. Y.
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Weather beater

By 1995 FORD will have
“replaced or redesigned virtu-
ally every product in [its] U.S.
dealerships. In addition, it will
have replaced, redesigned or
improved all of its powertrains
in North America and Eu-

L R R R R R I N N N N

B Mazda tumed to the
German and Kallan
aftermarket to capture

the retro-look of European
racing from the Sixtles for

the Ford Festlva GT-A.

rope,” according to its 1990
annual report.

Because Ford is traded on
the Tokyo stock exchange, the
annual report must also be
printed in Japanese. Humor-
ous translation problems have
arisen over the years. Kanji,
the portion of the Japanese

The Nissan 240SX with Super HICAS Steering.

writing system based on an-
cient Chinese ideographs,
lacks symbols for technical
terms. One year “climate cc
trol” came back in a draft as
an option for *‘controlling the
weather.” Could be a big sell-
er in the farm belt or drought-
stricken California.—K.Z.

A new face for
the XJ-S

JAGUAR HAS GIVEN its 16-
year-old XJ-S coupe a $90
million facelift. The revised
cars, introduced earlier this
year in Europe, are just now

2 B The XJ-S: Frameless

hitting the United States.

The car features subtle
bodywork changes, a rede-
signed interior, improved
equipment and adoption of the
223-bhp 4.0-liter inline-6 in
place of the 3.6-liter. The V-12
models get similar treatment.

The United States will ini-
tially receive only V-12
coupes, though Jaguar hopes
to introduce the 6-cylinder
eventually. Half of all XJ-S
sales last year were in the

es—4715 cars.
Two-thirds of those were con-
vertibles.—Richard Feast

side windows Improve the
driver's outward vislon.
The roof and trunkiine
have also been reshaped.

German?
Japanese?
American? Probe

MORE THAN 2000 Ford
Probe GT models have been
ordered in Germany since its
public introduction there last
January, capturing more than
13 percent of the German
small-specialty-car segment.
Annual sales are projected to
be about 7000, far exceeding
Ford’s original estimates. The
German press has favorably
reviewed the car's handling
and Japanese-built 2.2-liter
turbocharged engine. The
Probe GT is also exported to
the Netherlands, Switzerland,
Puerto Rico and Japan.—K.Z.

EAST IS EDEN

German manufacturers have been
very quick In selzing the opportunity
to extend thelr manufacturing pos-
sibliltles (as well as sales) In East-
em Germany. A Volkswagen Polo 4-
cylinder engine replaces the old 2-
stroke twin In the Trabant, which is
soon to be dropped altogether In
favor of the Polo that has been
assembled next to the Trabant
for months.

Meanwhille, Opel has acquired
and modemized the old AWE (Wart-
burg) factory In Eilsenach, where
Opel Vectras are now bulit. This,
Incidentally, Is the factory where
BMW cars were made before World
War ll.—PF

_.>

After the first turn, youll understand why we used the same 4-wheel steering system found on




R&D?

Toyota has options to buy a large
tract of land west of Detrolt, Michl-
gan. The company will only say thus
far that the potentlal acquisition Is
for a research and development
facllity. Toyota already has a
small technlcal facllity In Ann
Arbor, Michigan,

Speculation has It that Toyota
has much blgger plans for the slte
but Is delaylng the announcement
for political conslderations. Both
the cumrent recesslon In Detrolt and
the resurgence of American patrl-
otlc feelings after the Gulf War
make the timing less than ideal to
announce another, yet another, Jap-
anese expansion. —K.Z,

“ Return of the

_ Cavalier ragtop

5 CHEVROLET HAS REINTRO-

. duced the Cavalier RS Con-
. vertible to fill the gap in its

. line created when the Beretta
- convertible failed to make it
: into production because of

: ongoing fit problems. The

.
.

Cavalier has a power-operated

black. The soft vinyl boot that
covers the folded top matches

+ the Cavalier’s interior color.
. Standard equipment includes

a 3. 1-liter, fuel-injected V-6

. engine and a 5-speed manual
- transmission, power-assisted
- steering and an AM/FM stereo .

o [ out
Beretta, in
Cavaller:
Chevrolet's
Cavaller RS
Convertible.

. radio. A 3-speed automatic is
top that’s available in white or .

an optional and less desirable

choice as it lacks the extra ra-

tios enthusiast drivers treasure.
Other accouterments are

: more sporting: The Z51 per-
. formance package is also stan-
. dard and includes P195/70R-

14 tires, higher spring rates, a
rear anti-roll bar, a quicker-
than-stock 14:1 steering ratio

- and a gauge package that in-

cludes a tachometer and trip
odometer. Optional equip-

: ment includes air conditioning
: (standard in California), a CD
. Pplayer, intermittent wipers,

. cruise control, a tilt steering

wheel, rear decklid rack and
trunk tie-downs. The tab for
the Cavalier RS Convertible

. startsat $15.214. —K. 7.

I The new Fiat 500.

Knowing a
little [taliamn
EVERYONE'S BEEN REFER-
ring to it as the Micro, but it’s
going to be Cinguecento after
all. Not a name that trips easi-
ly off the tongue—except
when pronounced *500.”
Yes, Fiat has revived the
500 name made famous on its
1957-1972 microcar for the
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cutesy new model that goeson |

sale across Europe next year.
January will see the launch
in Poland, where Fiat has sunk

nearly $1 billion into the FSM :

: DRIVING IMPRESSIONS

BUICK PARK AVENUE
ULTRA SUPERCHARGED

Bulck Is bullding a limited run of supercharged 3.8-
liter V-6 engines for use In 1991 Park Avenue Ultra
models to test buyer acceptance. About 150 of the
forced-Induction models will be available late this sum-
mer for less than $30,000,

An Eaton-supplied blower Increases horsepower to
205 at 4400 rpm and torque to 260 Ib.-ft. at 2600
rpm. This “boost” Is deslgned to alleviate concems

‘about thelack of midrange power with the pushrod V-6

and to offer something to face the new modular-V-8-
powered 1992 Mercury Grand Marquis/Ford Crown

* Victorla now on sale.

The supercharger unit itself Is a compact Roots type
displacing about 1.0-llter. It fits neatly Into the V" of
theV-6 engine and Is directly linked to the Intake man|-
fold. Those who remember the Intricate exhaust-sys-
tem plumbing required by Bulck’s old turbocharger
applications will marvel at the simplicity.

Brief but sufficlently aggressive test drives of two
prototypes show that more powerls Just what the doc-
tor ordered at the once-lethargic GM division. In keep-
Ing with both the Image and the reality of Bulck’s
conservative sedan customers, this supercharger
applicatlon Is extremely mild, with boost kept to 8 psl.

Throttle response, already adequate off the line In
the naturally aspirated 170-bhp Park Avenue and
LeSabre models, [s now enhanced in the 30-mph to 65-

PHOTO BY THE AUTHOR
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mph range. The supercharged engine keeps pulling up
to about 4000 rpm, where It Jevels off.

Mark automotive time by keeping your right foot in It,
and the electronically controlled transaxle shifts at
5300 rpm. Upshifts, and downshifts for that matter, are
crisp and precise throughout all four forward speeds.

The 0-to-60-mph time should be about 9 seconds,
according to Bulck. Better yet, fuel economy, at a pro-
Jected 18 mpg on the EPA clity cycle, Is the same as
the naturally aspirated model. The highway penalty Is
2 mpg, with 25 mpg projected per gallon of premium
unleaded fuel.

The chassis Is Improved too. For 1992, larger 16-In.
Goodyear GA tires are substituted for the 15-In. GT+4
rubber previously used. Gone are the Jingle and Jangle
from coarse road surfaces and small tar strips. Direc-
tlonal control, steering response and comering abllity
are still quite good. Overall performance, we suspect,
Is beyond the limits that a Bulck customer expects to
explore on the road.—Ken Zino

our Turbo Z: Right away youll notice how the 2 40SXresponds to your every move. And yyﬂl move. Because under the hood lurks a new 16-valve 155-horsepower engine. The fact is,
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MERCURY MINIVAN

Lincoln-Mercury will enter the
growing minlvan market next year
with an all-new entry named Vil-
lager that Is the result of a joint
venture with Nissan. “'Villager will
be an upscale people mover," says
Ross H. Roberts, general manager
of the divislon. ""Compact passen-
ger vans have experienced the most
rapld growth of any of the car
or truck market segments In
recent years.”

Nissan Is responsible for the Vil-
lager's powertraln and major parts
of the deslign. Ford wlll assemble
the vehicle at Its truck plant In Avon
Lake, Ohlo.—¥.Z.

you wont feel like sto

NISSAN-6 for more infc
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factory in Bielsko Biala to
produce the 500. It will be
exported to Western Europe
in March.

The 500 is tiny. Its length is
just under 127 in., which is
6.5 in. shorter than the Lancia
Y 10 and 7 in. shorter than the
Fiat Panda. Fiat describes it as
a 4-seater, ahem.

There will be a choice of
two engines: a 700-cc 2-cylin-
der developing 31 bhp and a
900-cc 4-cylinder good for 41
bhp. —R.F.

Child safety

CHRYSLER WILL OFFER
what it calls the first “integrat-
ed” child-safety seat in its
1992 Town and Country,
Dodge Caravan and Plymouth

T0 BY JOE RUSZ

PHO

Pond Racer: GTP-racing technology

takes to the skies

M Aeronautical wizard Burt Rutan designed it. Ex-Navy fighter pilot
Bob Pond paid the bills. But ground-bound Electramotive developed
the two turbocharged, 800-1000-bhp V-6 Nissan-based engines
that power this tiny all-composite air racer whose mission is to break
the 528-mph speed record for propeller-driven aircraft.

Voyager minivans. The seat
will be offered as optional
equipment and is suitable for
retrofitting in 1991 models.
In each minivan so fitted,
two child seats are integrated
into what looks like a regular
minivan bench seat. With an
action akin to pulling down a
center-mounted armrest, the
child seat and its separate safe-
ty-belt system are uncovered.
The seat meets all require-

YR R R R

ments of FMVSS 213 (Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Stan-
dard) and NHTSA's (National
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration) standards cover-

oo

pping. Unless, of course, someone else wants a turn.  CEZW

3 £ Deorls e P i | "
wformation. Smart people always read the fine print And they always wear their seat belts.

Built for the Human Race!




ing child-safety seats. It’s de-
signed for children weighing
between 20 and 40 1b. For

children heavier than that, one -

of the two integrated seats can
be put into its “*booster mode”
for use with the minivan’s
standard 3-point rear safety
belts. When not in use, the
child seats fold back into the
bench seat for conveying
adult-size passengers.—K.Z.

Upmarket
Audi 100s

FROM INGOLSTADT COMES
news that the Audi 200, intro-
duced some 15 years ago as an
upmarket version of the Audi
100, is to be dropped com-
pletely. It will be replaced by
better-equipped and higher-
powered versions of the Audi
100. Although 4-valve heads
will probably be developed for
the new 2.8-liter narrow-angle
V-6 sooner or later, the next
step toward a power increase
in the Audi 100 line will be
taken by giving it the turbo-
charged, 20-valve, 5-cylinder
engine, which currently pow-
ers the S2 Coupe, with the
horsepower boosted from 220
to 230. —PE

I Three new Audi wagons—100,
80 and VB are expected in the next
12 months. The V8 wagon (right)
wlil have the new 4.2-liter V-8.
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GREEN CARS,

GREEN DAYS,

GREENBACKS

GREEN

By Ken Zino : 3\% %A

Public relations personnel, always a resourceful If not exactly
trend-setting group, have come late to the discovery that there Is a
significant "‘greening”” of America In the air. People are justifiably

_concemed with environmental quality as evidenced by the compre-

henslve overhauling of the Clean Alr Act last year. And as surely as a
glorious dawn follows the darkest of nights, all manner of corporate
spokespeople are rushing to caplitalize on the emerging awareness
that natural resources need to be protected.

Conslder the following release headlines: “Plastic Panel Recy-
cling" or how about *First Green Refrigerant''—contradicted by an-
other company's “First Ozone Friendly Alr Conditioning System'’;
then there's 'Batterles to Help Protect the Environment” or “"How to
Malntaln Your Car and Environmental Consclence.”

Well, you get the Idea. A new one arrives every other day. Then
there Is an emerging class of position papers and booklets titled
something like “‘Chromemoblle Intergalactic Heavy Industries and
the Environment."” Noble and sincere attempts, no doubt, to prove
that corporations are at least aware that people are worrled about
the consequences of our Industrial soclety. Never mind that some of
these same companles devote substantlal plles of greenbacks to lob-
bylng against environmental groups and the Clean Alr Act.

Abuse comes from both sides. Environmental groups can be just as

sllly, opportunistic and downright shrill. Some speclal interest groups

are, among other things, now promoting high fuel economy legisla-
tion under the dublous proposlition that It wlll alleviate global warm-
ing or—even less likely given the historical record—diminish Middle
East tensions.

Spare us, please. We all realize we have much clean-up work to do.
Maybe the car companles should develop emerald-colored commuter
cars that run on environmental Impact statements and press kits of
advocacy groups. That would help solve one poliution problem.
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New Ferrari Testarossa

M Ferrari's quintessential Prancing Horse,
the Testarossa, is expected to recelve a
minor facelift and power boost (up to 420
bhp from 380) sometime in the next two

years. We are told to anticipate a 0-to-60-
mph sprint of 5.0 seconds and a top speed of
around 186 mph. An all-wheel-drive version is
still said to be several years away.

R N R

B Two versions of the next Isuzu
Trooper—in 2- and 4-door dress—
were spotted durlng testing. The
soft-edged Troopers were flanked
by a Ford Explorer and V-6 Toyota
4Runner, indicating the likelihood
that Isuzu's own 3.2-liter V-6 will
provide motive power.

B An all-wheel-drive version of the
Alfa Romeo 164 will be introduced
in the U.S. late next year along with
the 240-bhp 24-valve 3.0-liter V-6
engine from Alfa's Proteo show

car Introduced at the Geneva

auto show.

: [ Audi's plans to reassert itself in

the U.S. market include replacing
all current models by April 1992,
dropping the Coupe Quattro and
offering a 6-speed manual
transmisslon In the new 90 sedan.

I Honda Is striking terror into the
hearts of other manufacturers with
reports that It has developed a
1.5-liter engine good for 47 mpg in
city driving and that the next-
generatlon Civic will get 65 mpg on
the highway.
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Mercedes-Benz. Ferrari. Jaguar.
Corvette. They all have one thing
in common:

Their choice of tires for their
ultimate performance cars.

And that choice is Goodyear.
The most important  Unanimously and overwhelmingly.
g;:"}:{;:;}‘j;,’,f?:‘,’: Because, at the outer limits of

the contact patch.  tire technology, the limits found
on the major racetracks of the world, no other tire
company comes close to the success of Goodyear.

And the fact is that cars equipped with Goodyear
racing Eagles win more major races in more
major series than any other make of tires.

And it doesn’t matter if the other makes are from
Japan. Or Europe. Or anywhere else in the world.

Are racing tires and performance tires related?
Is there a technology transfer?

GOODYEAR EAGLES HELP
IMPROVE THE FINISH OF SOME OF
THE WORLD’S GREATEST CARS.

Some of our competitors might like you to |
|
{

believe that there isn’t.
And given their records, that’s probably true. !
But consider this:
Goodyear Eagle street performance radials an|
chosen by more car manufacturers for their top:
of-the-line performance cars than any other mak
of performance tire. 5 |
ndinisove | B Sootemrir |
whelming preference tests of all. |
!

for Goodyear street
Eagles didn’t happen by accident.

It is the result of extensive comparisons to |
discover just whose tire will perform the best— |
under a multitude of conditions. |

And the answer, more often than not, is
Goodyear Eagle radials. ’
A coincidence? Not likely.

1

"\ Last year, the Overall Championship in the Escort World Challenge went to
b a Corvette on Goodyear Eagle street radialst Which gave Goodyear a five year
| winning-record in this series.

NASCAR Winston Cup Champion

Dale Eambhardt won all four of
his Championships on tires made

by Goodyear Goodyear Eagle street radials.

Corvette ZR-1

More than fifty of the world’s leading perfor-
mance cars come on Goodyear Eagle street
radials. No other performance tire equals

GOODSYEAR

. No one has won

more Formula
One Grands Prix
than Ferrari and
Goodyear. Over
100 for Ferrar.
Over 250 for
Goodyear.

The technology that goes into winning the world’s leading racing series also goes into the

—

| THE BEST TIRES IN THE WORLD HAVE GOODYEAR WRITTEN ALL OVER THEM.

“Eefore you race on Goodyear strest radials, wnte The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, P.O. Box 9125, Akron, Ohio 44305 for preparati d

__J:




©1991 Peugeot Motorsof America, In
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1991 Peugeor 405 modelsare intelligently priced between $15,490and $21,990. MSRP. Excludes tax, title, options, registration and destination charges. In Canadacall 1-416-566-1

Europeans have long appreciated the remarkable engineering and world-class styling o
a Peugeot.

Yet, here in America, a Peugeot 405 is a rare pleasure. Perhaps because a full appreciatio
of one requires the kind of thorough scrutiny few car buyers exercise.

The 405’s patented 8-valve shock absorbers, for example, are far from obvious, yet they con
tribute to the renowned Peugeot road feel thatis immediately apparent. Two densities of foam
are a subtle but effective way to eliminate seat springs and the road vibrations they transmit. Anc
less obvious stillis the sophisticated composite barrier beneath the roofthatabsorbs road noise

But you’ll quickly understand the value of every aspect of the Peugeot 405 with closer
scrutiny. For the dealer nearest you call 1-800-447-4700.




T SHOULD COME as no surprise
to anyone that, as the Editor
of a magazine like Road &
Track, 1 love cars. All kinds of
cars, from swift, little sports
cars to the rarest of exotic cars,
and everything in between. One of the
best things about being in this business
is having the opportunity to drive
some 100 new and exciting cars
each year. Sure, some of them are
more exciting than others, but
there is usually something to like
about each one of them. And I
have to confess that I also love
trucks. Perhaps this is because I
started out in this profession on
the staff of a magazine we used to
have around here called Pickup,
van & 4WD (PV4).

I spent more than two years driv-
ing and testing all the trucks you
can imagine, enjoying off-pave-
ment driving from Baja California
to Wyoming, even dabbling in
some off-road racing. This month
I’ve been driving two very different
4-wheel-drive vehicles: the newest
iteration of the Range Rover, the
County SE, and the Oldsmobile

[scellaneous
wmblings

BY THOS L. BRYANT

veloped version of what started life as
a 3.5-liter V-8 built by Buick, the
Range Rover is not startlingly quick.
There is ample power (178 bhp) avail-
able, however, for high-speed high-
way cruising and sufficient torque
(220 Ib.-ft.) for that slogging pace
called for when picking your way
across a boulder-filled stream or field.

Bravada. Both are filled with luxu- [ |-

ry features and look the part of
sports-utility vehicles capable of

: - ave. 3L
tackling the demands of off-pave- {1 . -

AL se T g 4 it e
R a?i‘-ﬂm&g?%ﬂ\::'

somewhat uncomfortable about using
the vehicle to its fullest potential.

I recall when I started out testing
trucks for PV4 magazine, the late
James T. Crow, who was the publisher
and off-road expert, convinced me
that on the skidpad any vehicle would
spin out before it would topple over.
More than once I had to bring that

ment motoring.
The Range Rover is something of
an old favorite, having been around
since 1970, although it didn’t make its
appearance in the U.S. market until
1987. I’ve driven Range Rovers
around the rugged terrain of York-
shire, as well as through the more civi-
lized areas of southern England. And
on this side of the Atlantic, I've spent
time driving Range Rovers through
the western part of America. o
Range Rovers are wonderful utility
vehicles. Powered by a thoroughly de-

i;“: g

Unusually long suspension travel
(8.01in.) is the element that has always
given the Range Rover an incredibly
high level of ride comfort, no matter
what the surface. New for this year are
retuned suspension and the addition
of anti-roll bars to provide more later-
al stability. And, while they do their
designed job, you might not notice
their effect much in normal, pave-
ment driving. The Range Rover has
considerable body roll, as it always
has, which makes the novice driver

memory to mind during particularly,
uh, stimulating tests. With enough ex-
perience, however, you learn that a
4wd like the Range Rover will keep its
wheels firmly planted on the ground .
despite the bodywork’s best attempts
to convince you otherwise.

And the value of body roll is that it
helps isolate driver and passenger
from all that rough stuff going on
below. You can set off across a freshly
plowed field at a rapid pace and dis-
cover that while the suspension is
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B Oldsmobile
diversifies Into the
sports-utility market
with the Bravada;
the Range Rover,
despite belng nearly
as old as the hills,
climbs them with
little apparent effort.
Both represent posh,
downright luxurlous
ways to do a bit of
wildemess
exploration.

working mightily to keep everything
in equilibrium, you are being trans-
ported in first-class fashion in the lux-
urious interior.

Some of the features that make the
Range Rover attractive as a status sym-
bol as well as a useful sports-utility vehi-
cle are the leather interior, plush carpet-
ing, wood trim and an extra-tall
greenhouse that provides what seems
like a railroad car Vista-Dome view of
the world around you. But all of the lux-
ury and status—not to mention on- and
off-road performance—of the Range
Rover comes at a rather dear price:
$47,300 for the County SE with the
new CD-equipped sound system.

Oldsmobile has only recently
joined the sports-utility-vehicle mar-
ket with the introduction this year of
the Bravada. It is based on the Chevy
S-10 Blazer platform, but from that
.point the Oldsmobile goes off to chart
new territory as a luxury-oriented all-
wheel-drive traveler.

The powerplant is the 4.3-liter Vor-
tec V-6 with fuel injection, and be-
hind that is a 4-speed automatic trans-
mission. The Bravada boasts full-time
all-wheel drive via what is called
SmartTrak, a system that delivers
torque to each wheel all the time, com-
bined with anti-lock brakes and a bevy
of features often optional on other
cars and trucks: air conditioning,
cruise control, remote door locks,

wer-assisted steering, electric win-
dow lifts, an AM/FM stereo/tape play-
er sound system and a lot of other lux-
ury touches to the interior. The price?
Our test model has a sticker of
$23,795 plus $650 for the custom
leather interior trim.
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The Bravada is, like the Range
Rover, aimed at the luxury-utility
buyer. The ride is remarkably com-
fortable on the pavement, making the
Olds feel not unlike a passenger car
unless you encounter undulating or
ripply pavement. Off the beaten track,
the Bravada doesn’t exhibit the same
degree of body roll found with the
Range Rover, but it also doesn’t do as
good a job soaking up the rough stuff.
The front suspension of the Bravada is
independent and uses torsion bars for
springing, but at the rear there is a sol-
id axle on leaf springs and it has its
limits when traveling up and down
and soaking up bumps.

The Bravada has ample power for
all driving conditions (160 bhp), on
and off the pavement, and plenty of
torque (230 Ib.-fL.) for the slow going.
The seats are comfortable for the two in
front and, in fact, are more ample than
those of the Range Rover, which look
like they should be top-class. However,
the bottom cushions in the British vehi-
cle are on the short side, providing very
little thigh support. Also, the Oldsmo-
bile gives you more leg room. Rear-seat
passengers also get more room in the
Bravada than in the Range Rover, along
with a bit more head room.

The sports-utility vehicle has clear-
ly captured the hearts of a lot of enthu-
siast drivers in recént years, being one
of the fastest growing markets in the
automotive arena. After spending
time in two of the most luxurious
models available, I can easily under-
stand why. Unlike us old Jeepers, to-
day’s 4wd buyers are able to enjoy the
advantages of sure-footed traction
and ample comfort.

Dinkel moves on

WiITH A MIx of sadness and excite-
ment, we are saying goodbye to John
Dinkel, one of the most experienced
and respected automotive journalists
in the industry. John, who had been
Editor-in-Chief of Road & Track for
the past three years after some 10 years
as Editor, has taken a position as direc-
tor of Product Communications with
Hill, Holliday, Connors, Cosmopulos,
Inc., an advertising agency that repre-
sents, among others, the Infiniti Divi-
sion of Nissan.

John and I go back a long way, as he
was the Engineering Editor at R&T

I John Dinkel.

when I moved over from the PV4
magazine staffin 1974. Among my as-
signments at that time was to work
with John as his helper in performing
the road tests. We spent a lot of time
together at various test tracks, and I
recall such memorable events as test-
ing the first-ever Bricklin at Seattle
(and washing it in a light snowstorm
for photos), a tire test in the brutal
heat of summer at Mira Loma proving
ground near Riverside, and miles and
miles of comparison test trips.

John innovated many test proce-
dures that are now standard practice at

PHOTO BY BRIAN BLADES



| WINDING ROAD
R next 77 waes

[ Not the Yellow Brick Road, nowhere near Kansas, but certalnly the stuff of fantasles.

R&T and led the magazine as Editor
through many of our finest years.

We all wish John the very best in his
new role on the “‘other side” of the
business, and we will miss him.

Vintage fun

WE ARE ALL very excited to be a part
of this year’s Chicago Historic Races
at Road America, Elkhart Lake, Wis-
consin on July 19-21. This year’s
theme for the popular vintage sports-
car racing event is “‘Looking for Gian-
ni Doe,” according to the founder and
president, Joe Marchetti. *“Last year’s
spectator becomes this year’s tourer
and then next year’s student in the
driver’s school,’”” Marchetti an-
nounced. The point is to encourage
more and more people to get involved
with the Chicago Historic Races by
giving a fan the opportunity to don a
race suit, go through the driver’s
school and then get into the action on
the Road America track.

One of the aspects of the Chicago
Historic that sets it apart from other
vintage racing events is the very per-
sonal flavor the weekend enjoys,
thanks to the personal dynamics of
Marchetti, proprietor of Chicago’s
Como Inn. More than a race weekend,
the Elkhart Lake spectacular com-
bines Marchetti’s enthusiasms for
food, wine, entertainment, camarade-
rie and fun with the opportunity to see
some of the finest older sports and rac-
ing cars on this gorgeous track.

All of us at Road & Track are look-
ing forward to sharing in the excite-
ment at Road America with Joe Mar-
chetti and his thousands of friends in
late July.

Road adventure

I'M IN A bit of a quandary about
mentioning this, but reader Don Rob-
erts of Sheridan, Wyoming sent us a
photo that just may encompass every

car enthusiast’s dream—coming upon
a sign by the side of the pavement that
reads, “*Winding Road Next 77
Miles.” All of us around the R&T of-
fices looked at the photo and immedi-
ately began fantasizing about which
car we would most like to be driving
when we hit that stretch of highway.
The problem is in identifying it.
Surely those enthusiasts who live in
the area are zealously guarding its se-
cret so it won’t become clogged with
traffic. But it’s far enough removed
from major population centers that we
have to share it: Highway 12, running
west through Idaho. Reader Roberts
says he took the photo west of Lolo
Pass and Missoula, Montana. He
writes, in asking us to publish it, that
the road is perfectly smooth and the
corners are of constant radii. So there
it is. Have fun.

RBUR : DER EIFEL
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July Milestones:
B Alberto Ascari wins his first

Grand Prix driving a Ferrari 375 at
the German GP at Nirburgring,
1951.

Il Described as the ultimate
expression of the American
supercar, the Hurst-Olds 4-4-2
witha 455-cu.-in. 390-bhp V-8
goes on sale, 1968,

B Wade Morton drives an
Auburn 8-88 roadster to victory
at Rockingham Speedway and
achieves the marque’s first racing
victory (averaging 89.9 mph),
Salem, New Hampshire, 1927.

—O0tis D. Meyer
R&T Librarian
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It flies in the face
of convention.
And we do mean

flies.

The Sonata GLS V6.

*CAR and DRIVER, "ROAD TEST DIGEST," 8/90. 'SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS, DO BUCKLE UP. DON'T DRIN
. FOR: A FREE BROCHURE AND THE DEALER NEAREST YOU, CALL 1-800.626.CARS DV © 1990 HYUNDAI

Conventional wisdom tells us all we need taesistant, ventilated, power front disc brakes.
know about most midsize sedans. The result is a sedan so responsive, zero to
You can get five adults into them, but scarcesixty, it will outrun a Ford Taurus L, Lexus ES250 -
any performance out of them. Especially whepr even a BMW 735i. And so well-balanced,
it comes to the essentials like straight-line accgeventy to zero, it will stop quicker, too
eration, overall handling and braking.
Enter the Sonata GLS V6 from Hyundai. WitThanks to independent front suspension, front
a fresher, smarter set of standards. ind rear stabilizer bars and a host of other tech-
Like the largest V6 engine of any import in ithical refinements.
class. A refined 30-liter, overhead cam power | Yet inside, Sonata surrounds you with more
plant with multi-port electronic fuel-injection. passenger room than any car in its class. More
Plus an electronically controlled 4-speed autthan Accord, Camry or Stanza.
matic transmission with overdrive. And fade- | And indulges you with its many persuasive

5 Sonata's road manners are equally impressive.

undal. Yes,

powers: Power steering and brakes. Power
windows and door locks. Dual power rearview
mirrors. Plus a power antenna.

You'll even find air conditioning, cruise control
and a high-output AM/FM stereo cassette with
6 speakers. All standard.

Sonata also boasts a pair of owner protection
programs: A 36-month/36,000-mile bumper-
to-bumper limited warranty with no deductible.
Plus a year's free membership in Hyundai's
special 24-hour roadside assistance programi

The Sonata GLS V6 from Hyundai. Welcome

to life in the smart lane. HYUNDAI

Hyunadal.
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Lexus creates the target

AUNTLETS EVERYWHERE.

Market segments and spe-

cialty niches being chased

like courtesans in the court-

yard by more cars than the

buying public knows what
to do with. But every once in a while, a
car creates a market all to itself, either
by dumb luck or—more likely—careful
calculation.

The V-8-engine, rear-drive Lexus SC
400 coupe, based discriminatingly on
the LS 400 sedan, is just such an office
holder, currently the sole proprietor of
its market segment, with the Legend
Coupe just to the south of it and the

BMW 850i priced far, far to the north.

Lexus’ flagship makes the transition
from luxury sedan to sports coupe with
a minimal amount of fuss, but a host of
important changes.

The styling story of the SC 400 be-
longs in the annals of design eccentrici-
ty. Instead of trying to carve a coupe out
of the LS 400, Lexus decided that the 2-
door needed an entirely new look, sepa-
rate from the sedan. And because the
SC 400's hook had to be baited to catch
the North American market, Toyota’s
Southern California design center,
Calty, landed the styling task.

Founded in 1973, Calty has been

slowly gaining momentum ever since,
most recently taking bows for the new
Toyota Celica and Previa minivan. For
the SC 400, studio director Dave Hack-
ett turned to Calty’s Dennis Campbell
and Erwin Lui, essentially giving the
two a clean sheet of paper (or sheet
metal, as the case may be).

What Campbell and Lui chose in-
stead were buckets of plaster, which
they used to fill balloons, manipulating
the plaster as it dried. Photos of the
sculpted balloons were then projected
at angles to elongate them, and clay
models were fashioned from these de-
signs. The clays evolved into full-size

PHOTOS BY JOHN LAMM

pilE

mockups of the SC 400.

This ofibeat design technique brings
out two elements of the SC 400 that are
interesting to consider. First, the car was
worked up from three-dimensional
techniques—from concept to full-size
model—never once showing up on a
drawing board. And, second, if you pur-
chase one of the 20.000 SC 400s Lexus
hopes to sell per year, you must content
yourself with knowing that the look of
your car is the result of Calty’s romping
with balloons and plaster.

The resulting coupe—long hood-
line, round nose, short rear deck, sleek
window and roof lines—retains a fiuid
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look offset nicely by crisp character
lines. From a bird’s-eye view, the SC
400’s nose is nearly a perfect semicir-
cle, which incorporates the flush ex-
posed headlights beautifully. A deli-
cate crease along the side of the coupe
draws the eye rearward, where an op-
tional deck spoiler punctuates the
sportiness of the SC 400’s look and
gives it a 0.31 coefficient of drag (ver-
sus 0.29 for the sedan).

O FURTHER COMPARE the

coupe with the 4-door gene

pool from which it is derived:

The 191.1-in. SC 400is 5.6 in.

shorter overall than the LS

400, with 4.9 in. less wheel-

base. It is also not as tall, not as wide
and—here’s where the fun starts—almost
a second and a half quicker to 60 mph.
One of the main reasons for the new
coupe’s quickness is that the fuel-in-
jected 32-valve dohc 4.0-liter V-8 en-
gine created for the LS 400 sedan
crosses over to the 2-door SC 400 in

..-_@.. T_s,,_ e e
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high order. The engine is virtually un-
changed except for some minor elec-
tronic controls installed to sweep
away a few mechanical cobwebs.

And the V-8's 250 bhp and 260 Ib.-
ft. of torque never felt so good as
when they’re being wrung through the
coupe’s electronically controlled
automatic transmission. While this
automatic is fundamentally the same
smooth 4-speed that we praised in the
LS 400’s 4-door big brother (see our
February 1990 road test), the 1st-gear
and final-drive ratios have been low-
ered to bring out the more sporting
side of the engine’s personality.

The engine’s assertive exhaust note is
best heard outside the car because the
sound insulation from inside the cabin
is so good. One outside observer likened
the note to that of a Cosworth V-8.

But inside the cockpit is where you
need to be to appreciate the Lexus
V-8’s character. The full-throttle Fur-
ies begin down low in Ist gear and gal-
lop evenly and effortlessly all the way

to 6000 rpm, just 500 rpm short of the
redline. At that point, one gear lets go
of the chase and the next one picks it
up in a satin-smooth shift.

Kickdowns are brisk and purposeful.
Passing slower cars isn’t just an ability
with the SC 400, it’s an avocation.

When whipped from a standing start,
the Lexus coupe is up to 60 mph in a
very sporting 6.9 seconds and crosses
the quarter-mile wire in 15.2 sec. Now
that kind of acceleration is on the sunny
side of respectable.

If you prefer to clutch and carry the
transmission up through its gears, you'll
be disappointed to hear that the 4-speed
automatic is the only transmission fitted
to the SC 400. As if to allay the enthusi-
ast’s fears, however, the upcoming SC
300 version of the coupe--powered by
an all-new 24-valve twincam 3.0-liter
inline-6—will come with a 5-speed man-
ual gearbox as well as an automatic.

Our test car came with the optional
TRAC traction control system that
electronically governs engine torque
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and applies the right and/or left rear
brake when needed. If your driving
preferences run along the lines of en-
joying a bit of wheelspin now and
again, the traction control can be de-
feated with just the touch of a button.

HILE THE SC 400 appears
significantly more excit-
ed about getting up to
speed than its sedan sib-
ling, the LS 400 could
teach its upstart little
brother a thing or two about slowing
down. Without a doubt, the SC has the
proper braking credentials—vacuum-as-
sist, vented discs all around, 2-piston
front calipers, highly effective ABS—
but the LS still has a 19-ft. advantage
from 60 mph and a 26-ft. margin from
80. This in spite of the coupe’s lower
weight (3640 Ib. vs. 3865) and slightly
bigger brakes. Meanwhile, the brakes
are easy to modulate with good pedal
feel, and brake dive is well controlled by
the SC’s suspension.

Ah, yes, the suspension. Obviously
tired of being knocked around for being
soft on the issue of ride versus handling,
this time out the Toyota/Lexus engi-
neers made sure that they kept the sus-
pension in the oven long enough to
make it crisp. The LS 400’s indepen-
dent double-wishbone suspension is re-
worked and stiffened in recognition of
the sporting nature of the beast. The SC
400 suspension makes good use of alu-
minum for the A-arms to reduce un-
sprung weight. Aluminum is also used
in a front suspension member, which is
mounted directly to the body for added
rigidity. Huskier anti-roll bars have been
added at both ends.

Lexus’ coupe gets a lot of work out
of the specially developed Goodyear
Eagle GS-D tires as well. The V-rated
225/55R-16 93Vs combine with 16-
in., 10-spoke alloy wheels to fill out
the SC 400’s fenderwells.

The coupe’s power, overall firm-
ness and absence of body roll, coupled
with its speed-sensing power-assist
rack-and-pinion steering—wonderful-
ly quick, but sometimes heavy in tran-
sitions—qualified it for the favorite
winding roads of all who drove it.

Working with a 54/46-percent front/
rear weight distribution, Lexus has set
the car up for controlled understeer at
its limits, while still allowing the tail to
sneak out on occasion. “Steady,” *bal-
anced,” “terrific”” and “fun” were the
words that came most quickly to mind
after a stint in the SC. Not a bad begin-
ning lexicon for a luxury-sports coupe.

But the coupe’s athletic achieve-
ments account for just one side of the

[ At the heart of the SC 400 Is
the same 250-bhp 4.0-liter 4-
cam V-8 that can be found In the
LS 400 sedan. In the coupe, it's
mounted 3 In. farther back In the
chassls for more even welght
distribution, and Is fitted with a
throatler-sounding exhaust.
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SC 400 equation. Lexus understands
that P not only stands for performance
and passion, but for pleasure as well.
Therefore, while the coupe’s ride is
not marshmallow and duck-down
soft, neither is it dumpcart-on-cobble-
stones rough. What the SC 400 brings
to mind is a German sports sedan: It
doesn’t allow slight road irregularities
to intrude, but it doesn’t hesitate to
communicate the conditions of road
surfaces to the driver, either. The Lexus
coupe’s overall ride/handling mix is
about as red-carpet as it can get and still
keep an enthusiast interested.

The luxurious red-carpet treatment
continues at the doors of the SC 400; in
fact, the doors are part of the treatment.
To allow more room for graceful en-

I Interior shows
strong Lexus family

excellent quality.
Console's two large
control and radio

convenient.
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resemblance; plastics,
leather and wood are of

knobs, for temperature
volume, are especiaily

trances and exits, Lexus engineers came
up with a 4-link door hinge that not only
pivots the doors out and away from the
car, but also moves the door forward of
the hinges and tilts it outward at the top.
For those passengers confronted with
the never-lyrical prospect of climbing
into the rear seats, a passenger-side
walk-in feature automatically moves
the front seat forward when the seat-
back is released. When the seatback is
returned to its upright position, the seat
moves backward to a midpoint on its
rails. Long-legged rear-seat passengers
and people who store breakable Christ-
mas presents in the back seat, beware:
Nothing stops the front seat from re-
turning to this midpoint, so don’t store
the crystal stemware in the footwell.

From its sporting exterior and me-
chanicals, the SC 400 puts on its luxury
face once inside. The interior is doused
in leather (in gray, spruce or ivory),
trimmed in maple and elegantly under-
stated. The seats coddle the driver and
passengers, carrying them in sumptuous
comfort. Head and leg room are plenti-
ful in front—even with the optional
moonroof—and adequate in back.

The driver’s seat is the central com-
mand post for an electronic utopia: lock
the doors, close the windows, adjust the
seat and store its position in the system’s
memory for instant recall, move the
sideview mirrors and the steering
column, heat the seats (optional) and
control the temperature of your envi-
ronment—each at the touch of a button
or the turn of a dial.

The instrument panel—sometimes
difficult to read while wearing sunglass-
es—and airbag-equipped steering-wheel
hub are holdovers from the sedan.

ND WHAT wouLD the good
life be without a little music,
eh? Beginning with the Sys-
tem 10 setup offered in the
latest Celica, Toyota and
Lexus have launched an all-
out audio assault to install premium
sound systems.

Accordingly, all SC 400s start with a
7-speaker, 5-amplifier, 170-watt AM/
FM cassette system. From there, all
manner of audio choices emanate, and
you can upgrade to a 210-watt system
with a 10-in. subwoofer and trunk-
mounted 12-disc CD auto-changer set-
up. And then there is a third layout, so
powerful that it’s almost a weapon: the
reinforced Nakamichi premium audio
system with 280 watts of power. (For
reference, the average home stereo has
between 100 and 200 watts.)

So now as Europe turns pricey,
America fights to regain its footing and
other Japanese carmakers concentrate
on other slices in the pie, the Lexus SC
400 sports coupe is throwing down a
significant challenge in the medium-
priced, luxury-sports coupe niche. And
doing so with a great deal of personality.

And for the time being, Lexus has
this section of the market sewn up.
Not only because of exclusivity—the
SC 400 is the sole resident of its
niche—but also because of ingenuity:
It is very hard to imagine a finer
$40,000 luxury/sports coupe coming
from anywhere.




List price, all POE..
Price as tested .....ceeninn ‘

Price as tested includes std equip (air cond, ABS,
AM/FM stereo/cassette, leather int, cruise control,
power seats with memory, central locking, elect. win-
dow lifts & adj mirrors), Traction control (est $700),
sound-system upgrade with CD (est $700), heated
seats (est $300).

IMPORTER

Lexus Divislon of Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. Inc.
19001 S. Western Ave.

0-60 mph .............. 6.9 sec
0-%mi....ccxurnnn.... 15.2 sec
Top speed ..........est 150 mph
Skidpad .......cvvvnvees... 0.868
Slalom .....cxvevennen. 60.6 mph
Brake rating .......... very good

C400
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Torrance, Calif. 90509

DRIVETRAIN

Type....aluminum head & block, V-8 T[T T | o ey e B S S ...4-sp automatic Time to speed
Valvetrain ...........dohc 4-valve/cyl Gear Ratio Overall mlw (Rpm) Mph 0=30mph> & =l 26
Displacement ....242 cuin./3969 cc. ISt e 2 S] S i 10,99:14 ...(6000) 42 0-40 mph .. L 38
Bore x stroke..........3.44 x3.25in./ 2nd .. c]in3: ]t fn e 6.00: l ......(6000)77 0- 50rnph... S e
87.5x82.5mm Sl oy Sablo i Lorior o Dty 3.92:1.. ..... (6000) 119 O-60 DI vo5i s raarsceaaaanas «..6.9
Compression ratio............. 10.0:1 ath ol Lo 071 155 v 2.76:1.. : est(5625) 150 0-7T0mph vuveeers SRR 8.9
Horsepower Final drive ratio ... 3921 0-B0mph.. e iy 11.5
(SAE) ..... 250 bhp @ 5600 rpm Engine rpm@GOmph In4th Lt e e e D900 Time to distance
Bhp/liter .. - ..63.0 010085 i ottt i e
Torque .. 260Ih-ﬂ@4400rpm GENERAL DATA ACCOMMODATIONS 0-B00T: . iiiiiis Y|
Maximum engjne speed.....6500 rpm Curb weight .................3640 b Seatingcapacity ........... .5 0-1320 ft (% mi): 15.2 @ 94.5 mph
Fuelinjection.......... Toyota elect. port Testweight........ccucrs.....379010  Headroom, f/r ...... ..3851n,/35.01n.
Relregis i iy premunieaded,  Weight dist (with Seat width, f/r...2x 20.5in./52.0 in. BRAKING
91 pump oct driver), f/r, % vene. D4/46 Front-seat leg room ..........43.0in. - b
Wheelbase ..................105.9in. Rear-seat knee room.........21.5In. M'gg‘ngﬂégmﬂgﬂﬁm e
i Seatback adjustment .........70deg  FOMBOMPh oveiniiininns
cuassis s nony [N Lt SR i S
Layout .... front engine/rear drive Width. i ..70.5in. Control ......cccueamernnee...BXCENENL
Body/frame ................ unitsteel He;gm_,_",__,_,___,_,,,____52,5 in. INTERIOR NOISE Pedal effort for 0.5¢ stop........ 181b
Brakes GroUNd CIEaraNCe ....ccoxssses 5.5M.  IORIDCUTAL crvasaratonsmoeneanseid 890, efortafiersix0.5¢ stops from
Front.......11.7-in. vented discs  Trnkspace ......co.erneees 135cuft  Maximumin Istgear......... 69 dBA BOMPA v, 2810
Rear .......12.1-in. vented discs Constant 50 mph ............ 63 dBA Brake feel ..................very good
Assist type........... vacuum, ABS T0moll i 68 dBA Overall brake rating ........very good
Total swept area..........485 sqin. MAINTENANCE
Swept area/ton.......... ZGGSQTT‘ Oil/filter Change ........everssensenaNd INSTRUMENTATION HANDLING
Wheels cast alloy, 16 x TUNGUD .. ierearannassa ot sseninsc@ 160-mph speedometer, 800C-pm Lateral accel (200 1t skidbad) .. 0.86
TRS  Geition Goodyear Eage GSD,  Basic warranty ..... 48 m0/50,000 mi toch, cooant temp, fuel evel B A P ]
225/55R-16 93V
Speed thru 700-ft slalom .. 60.6 mph
SURE «ouvernorens ; tl.ekl h‘m‘“" Balance...... moderate understeer
Overall Al . uldosansies 1731 Test Notes . . . Lateral seat support ..........average
Turns, JocK 10 100K . veveasansnsesnel
TUTINE CITIE oo e oh M compared with Il The SC 400 B under full accel FUEL ECONOMY
the LS 400 sedan, stops in respectably  eration, the new Nomel o
Front ......upper & lower A-arms, the SC 400's body  short distances with  Lexus coupe is fast EPAMY%ayesltgéa ﬁgg
umma 1ﬁmrcltﬂ rolls considerably a firm pedal and and silky-smooth. Cruise range ...............390 miles
Rear A-arms, dual less in hard corner quick-pulsing ABS. Its powerful V-8 Fuel capacity ,............... 20.6 gal.
" lower lateral links, lower ing. Also. the steer-  Despite its sizable  pulls steadily to
semi-trailing links, coi ing requires greater  front and rear quick, 6000-rpm hm" P iy
springs, tube shocks, effort. These two vented brakes, how-  shifts, which are very good, good, average, poor;
anti-oll bar factors give the SC  ever, some fade accompanied by a fa means information Is not avallabie.

a sportier feel.

was detected.

muted but racy
V-8 rumble.
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Pate performance at
chopped-liver prices

s TV COMMERCIALS go. Nis-
san’s is a zinger. It shows a
Sentra SE-R beating the Le-
derhosen off a BMW 318is
_ ol in a dramatic drag race as
m | the announcer invites “the R . _ i
real sports sedan™ to “‘please show | . R, { uhe
up.” Pretty convincing stuff, but re- [ i ' ; # B e i it il
member. this is an ad for you-know- B =
who. Also. bear in mind that, brisk ac-
celeration notwithstanding. a BMW is
stilla BMW. 1t’s Bavarian. with a qual-
ity. feel and appeal that’s uniquely
German. And (in spite of what the ad
implies). it’s still a real sports sedan.
But the Nissan offers superior per-
formance and many of the same
sports-sedan qualities—at half the
price of a Bimmer. Good news for
those of us with pité tastes and
chopped chicken-liver budgets.
Replacing the original square-
hipped Sentra introduced in 1986, the
1991 version shares the same 95.7-in.
wheelbase and some mechanicals with
its predecessor. But its rounded body-
work identifies it as a member of the
new school of Nissan design that’s evi-
dent throughout the company line.
By now, most of us know that just
as big cars get smaller (downsizing),
small cars get bigger (mini-luxury).
The new Sentra’s no exception, being
slightly longer, wider and taller than
its ancestor. The new car’s fluid lines
are similar to those of other cars in the
class, for example. the Honda Civic
and Mazda 323, two sedans that also
share similar dimensions. At 170.3 in.
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I Owners of Maximas
or Infiniti G20s should
feel at home In the SE-
R's thoughtfully sculpted
and lald-out Interior. An
ergonomic re-think
resulted In the radlo’s
high-In-the-dash
locatlon—amen. But the
lint-nabbing gray seat
material (wrapped
around superiative body-
cradling bolsters)
appears to be a cost-
cutting measure.

overall, the Sentra is about as long as
its Japanese competition. And identi-
cal in length to the BMW 3-Series.

Five models built mostly in Smyrna,
Tennessee make up the Sentra line.
We'll save the E for the fleet buyers,
the XE. SE and GXE for the non-
enthusiasts and cut to the chase. the
SE-R. Although its bodyshell and basic
underpinnings are standard Sentra
fare, the SE-R is distinguished by its
special body-color trim, suspension
bits. engine and interior touches.

The Datsun 510, a
tough act to follow

Think. What Japanese sedan
from 20 years ago is still
commonly seenon the road
today? Around our area, it has
to be the Datsun 510 of
1968-1973. These boxy 510s
are everywhere, their presence a
rolling tribute to an enduring,
unrecognized—dare we say
classic?—design.

Typically the 510s we see fit
into two groups: those that have
been lowered and sport rubber-
skirted air dams and aftermarket
wheels, and those that have been
teft box-stock, wearing original
paint and perhaps even a fresh
set of Montgomery Ward bias-ply
tires (original-width 5.60-13s, of
course). From auto shop aces to

fastidious senior citizens, 510s
are cherished.

With good reason. Datsun's
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reliable rear:drive 510—powered
by ag6:bhp sohe inline-4—was,
inessence, apoorman's BMW.
The maindifference from, say, a
Toyota Corolla of similar vintage
was that the Datsun had
independent rear suspension. The
rear coil-spring arrangement

Datsun 5105 were common in SCCA Pro rallles of the early
Seventies, Here we see John and Janie Rodgers in the Mojave 24 Hours

Rally in 1975. In 1974, they won the event.

On the outside, aerodynamic aids
that include a front air dam and rear
deck spoiler are a carryover from the
normal Sentra. However. alloy wheels
bearing P185/60R-14 Dunlop SP Sport
radials, unique to the SE-R, follow
through on the sports-sedan theme.

Inside, a sweeping dash with large
analog gauges is styled along the lines
of the Stanza and Maxima. It’s anoth-
er example of Nissan in the Nineties, a
fresh, bold approach that has helped
the carmaker sail out of the doldrums

featuredisemi:trailing arms
attached to'arubber-isolated
subframe, which'also!carried the
front part of the differential.
Although this rear suspension
allowed a modest amount of
camber change associated with
wheel travel, it nevertheless

and into clear marketing seas.

Well-placed controls that are al-
ways in easy reach, a great ventilation
system and a grippy 4-spoke steering
wheel are features of every Sentra.

The SE-R sports such extras as well-
bolstered front bucket seats, a 9000-
rpm tachometer and 150-mph speed-
ometer (a bit optimistic, but one can
dream)—plus an optional AM/FM
stereo with a cassette and CD player
(so appealing. ours was stolen).

A glance under the floorpan reveals
strut-type suspension at each corner.
Although the design is common to all
Sentras, the SE-R’s springs, shocks
and front and rear anti-roll bars are
tuned with the enthusiast driver in
mind. They're stiffer and favor han-
dling over ride. So the going is on the
firm side. But certainly not harsh and
not nearly as jarring as some domestic
hot rods.

According to Nissan, ride and com-
fort were paramount in the design of
the new Sentra chassis, so its coil
springs are offset to benefit both. Ad-
ditionally. a front subframe provides a
more rigid and isolated mount for the
suspension. and the 10-mm-wider
front tread improves stability.

All Sentras have front disc brakes.
But the SE-R’s vented discs are bigger

representediaivastihandling
improvementiover:aistralghtior
swingaxle. Withiminor
improvements, oftentimes
starting with aiswitch tollarger
wheels anditires, 510s/couldbe
made to handle pretty well,

Theirdesigniandoverallidegree
of simplicity made 510s
attractive to the worlds ofiroad
racing andrallying. Who can
forget the No. 46 BRE Datsuniof
John Morton? Also, from
1973-1977, Datsun 510s won
10 SCCA National/Pro Rallies.
And a pair of Datsun 510s even
finished 1-2 at the grueling East
African Safari Rally of 1970. To
this day Datsun 510s are still
making thelr mark at rallies and
foad races.

If the Sentra SE-R has half the
impact of the Datsun 510—on
road, rally stage or track—Nissan
has another winner on its hands.

—Andrew Bornhop
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NISSAN

SENTRA SER

aluminum head & block,
inline-4
Valvetrain ........... dohc 4-valve/cyl

Displacement ....
Bore x stroke ........

122 cuin./1998 cc
.3.39x3.39in./
86.0x86.0 mm
Compression ratio........uuee.. 9.5:1
Horsepower

(SAE) ..... 140 bhp @ 6400 rpm
BhP/REr Zisibdiyivens siuinenne 70.1
Torque ...... 132 Ib-ft @ 4800 rpm
Maximum engine speed....7500 rpm
Fuel injection........... Niss.ane!ect. port
Fuelreq .......unleaded, 87 pump oct

CHASSIS & BODY

Layout ....front engine/front drive
Body/frame .........ezuue.. UNIt steel
Brakes
Front........ 9.8-in. vented discs
Reapiess o 9.1 discs
ASSISLIYPE. .uvrasses
Total swept area......... 281 sqin.
Swept afea[ton ik ..216 5qin.
Wheels. .. cast alioy. 14 x 51211
Tires ..... Dunlop SP Sport DBTM,
P185/60R-14 82H
Steering .....rack & pinion, pwr asst
Overall ratio ...uveeuvesesnnen 15.2:1
Turns, Iock to 100K .eeseeenennannid
Turning circle ... 340t
Suspension
Front.. MacPherson struts, lower
A-ams, coil springs,
tube shocks, anti-roll bar
Rear+yi aes . struts, trailing links,
dual lower lateral links, coll springs,
tube shocks, anti-roll bar

........ erere.$11,370

List price, all POE...........
veeeernenss €51 $14,290

Price as tested ...ouvenarns

Price as tested includes std equp (AM/FM stereo/
cassette, elect. adj mirors), air cond ($850), pawer sun-
roof ($800), ABS ($700), CD player (est $450), Cali.
emissions ($70), leather steering wheel ($50).

0-60 mph .............. 8.1 sec

IMPORTER
Nissan Motor Corp.
P.0. Box 191,

Gardena, Calif. 90247

0-%ami......ocovnneeen 16.2 S€EC
Top speed...........est 125 mph
Skidpad .. cxxsxvciviveinni 0.82¢
Slalom .....c.cexeneseae 60.2 mph
Brake rating .......... very good

DRAWING BY BILL DOBSON

™ -I_.tf-l.!_;.l-l_ BOL LR T e L S TSR

AN ISSION . et s tae s e tiatiuas s havans suasn nansvsrannnve o-Sp manual
Gear Ratio Overall ratio (Rpm) Mph
) e e e e SR 0610 a2 e s s e (7500) 38
ond: e B3 R TB3 e (1500) 63
S R0 e R e R T S et (L DO) 90
Athi e ey QOB AT el (7500) 119
s el B S O 6l 3.16:1........... est (6150) 125
Final drive ratio .. e R R R R R TR S L
Englnerpm@GOmpthth Vilnasaraearenpasyeupnrrai SO0
GENERAL DATA ACCOMMODATIONS
Curb weight .................2600 Ib Seating capacity .. Viva .5
Test welght...ceeevvieenee-.. 275510 Head room, f/r ..... .375!n/345|n.
Weight dist (with Seat width, f/r...2x21.0in./51.0 In.
driven; 1/, %ot vt aaad 63/37 Front-seat [eg room .......... 42.5in.
Wheelbase........ccenese-... 95,7100, Rear-seat knee room......... 22.50n.
Track, f/r ............56.9in./56.3 in. Seatback adjustment .........85 deg
Lapgth :catsaiosioee ie .. 170.3 in. Seat travel ..iviivasiainsaies 8.5in.
Width ...ocvnveineiieveneea. 65,6 N0
Helght....covvasinnneinees... 53900, INTERIOR NOISE
Ground clearance ........ceass 6.0in. T 50 dBA
TrUnK SPACe v evvrusensenss 16.0cuft  Maximumin Istgear......... 74 0BA
Constant 50 mph ......... ... 66 dBA
TOMPN Siws sx v awniwe s s .. 71dBA
MAINTENANCE
Oil/filter change: 3750 mi/3750 mi INSTRUMENTATION
Tuneup.. veeanseesss 30,000 mi 150-mph speedometer, 9000-rpm
Basicwananty .. 36 mo/36,000 mi tach, coolant temp, fuel level

DRIVETRAIN '

Test Notes . . .

M Around the skid-
pad the SE-R is sur-
prisingly tossable
for a front-wheel-
drive car. And

through the slalom
its handling even

demands a degree
of respect—make

no mistake, thisis a
driver's car.

M unlike the NX
2000 tested in our
February 1991 is-
sue, the SE-R's op-
tional ABS pulses
quickly, resulting in
smooth and control-
lable simulated
emergency stops.

B The SE-R's quick
acceleration times
speak for them-
selves—impressive
indeed for a carin
this class. Subjec-
tively, the 2.0-liter
Sentra engine is

N TN Ny

Time to speed
0-30mph .. e sl
0-40 mph .. innssarhiniacibilt
0- 50mph..... ................. 5.9
O-B0 MDA saysarnrsnrasnraboe=nt 8.1
0-70MPh ccrverrecenvossesnss 108
080 mphi. et = 13,6
000 10N e vevivire snabvue ) 120

Time to distance
0=10010: At i Tatel 3.3
0-5001t.. TRt
0-1320&(% rm]c 162@870n'ph

BRAKING

Minimum stopping distance
From B0 mMPh vuevuvennnninnns 1551t
From 80 mph .evveevreenesa 273 1

CONIOL .5 ons s snie sednsrnssonoefent

?edaleffortfor05gstop T 131b
Fade, effort after six 0.5¢ stops from
B MM viiaisihvnisasunncnsnns 171b
Brake feel .......caanes.a0 .. VETY g0Od
Overall brake rating ........ very good

Lateral accel (200-ft skidpad) ..0.82g
Balance............mild understeer
Speed thru 700-ft slalom ..60.2 mph
Balance............mild understeer
Lateral seat support ....... very good

\ e 24/32 mpg

Fuel capacity ....c.eesesern. 13.2 gal.

best described as
torquey, but willing
to rev if need be.
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and are used in concert with rear discs
that replace the lesser models’ drum
brakes. ABS is a $700 option that
makes braking at the limit a sure thing,
even under less than ideal conditions.
Budget and luxury Sentras get a
boost in performance from Nissan's
new 1.6-liter inline-4. With four
valves per cylinder instead of three,
this 110-bhp twincam powerplant de-
livers a 22-percent increase in horse-
power over the previous 1.6-liter. But
the basic four is no match for the SE-
R’s SR20DE engine, an all-new 2.0-
liter that also powers the baby Infiniti
G20 and the NX 2000 coupe.

Like a paper box with a cover, the
low-pressure die-cast aluminum block
of the SR20DE engine is a closed deck
design. It’s extremely rigid (quiet,
too), reinforced by a girdle-like, steel
bearing beam and cast aluminum up-
per and stamped aluminum lower oil
pan. The 8-counterweight steel crank-
shaft is held in place by five main
bearing caps.

With its outer-pivot Y-shaped rocker
arms, the narrow-angle 16-valve alu-
minum cylinder head has been de-
signed to deliver good low- and medi-
um-speed torque without sacrificing
power output at high rpm. Its dual
overhead camshafts are driven by a sin-
gle-stage roller chain rather than a rub-

I Tiny rectangular
foglights at the front,
a trunk Hp spoller at the
rear and, of course, the
SE-R badge are tip-offs
of this otherwise
Innocuous Sentra's
serious intentions.
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ber belt, which would be more likely to
break. Electronic port fuel injection is

triggered by Nissan’s ECCS engine-

management system, which controls
other engine parameters. There’s an
electronic knock sensor, of course, and
the whole glorious package translates
to 140 bhp, just what the Sentra needs
to beat those Bimmers.

ND BEAT 'EM it does. Two

seconds quicker from O to

60 mph and nearly a second

quicker in the quarter mile,

the SE-R racks up some im-

pressive numbers—specifi-
cally, 8.1 and 16.2 sec. An extremely
low 4.18:1 final drive ratio and vis-
cous limited-slip differential team up
to deliver performance that should
embarrass not only the baby Bimmer,
but also the Honda CRX Si and Volks-
wagen GTI 16V, two cars that mixed it
up with the Nissan NX 2000 in our
February 1991 shootout. So the Sen-
tra’s not as sporty as the 2000. But it
has the same engine, a roomy back
seat and a trunk. And it costs about
$2000 less.

On the other hand, the SE-R
doesn’t beat the NX 2000, GTI and
CRX (the Bimmer too) in the han-
dling and braking numbers game. Al-
though the differences are minuscule

(a 10th of a g, a couple of miles per
hour, a few feet), they’re enough to
keep the Sentra from claiming the
bragging rights to slalom, skidpad and
braking performance.

Perhaps stickier tires might help.
And get rid of what our Road Test
Editor describes as an “‘edgy” feeling.
Asitis, ourintrepid tester experienced
mild understeer guiding the SE-R
through the cones. And found that the
Sentra preferred smooth input as op-
posed to abrupt tosses.

But numbers are only part of the
overall picture, and we found that
away from the world of 10/10ths—on
the road under day-to-day driving
conditions—the Sentra SE-R shines.
And excites. “This car can really be
pushed through the twisty sections,”
enthused one driver who found typi-
cal front-wheel-drive understeer only
when going into a turn too hard. Play-
ing throttle against steering and
brakes, the experienced driver discov-
ers that the SE-R can be positioned
precisely and easily. Although the
firm ride suggests that the car is stiffly
sprung, long-distance travel proved to
be ache-free and perfectly acceptable
in the context of a sports sedan.

On the road and in town, everyone
applauded the sparkling performance
of the SE-R’s energetic twincam,
which doesn’t mind being lazy. Lots of
torque and a minimum of mechani-
cal fuss make it easy to forget this 2.0-
liter’s liveliness. Until you tip into the
throttle. Then those 140 horses go
from canter to full gallop as the tach
needle heads for its 7500-rpm redline.
And that’s the stuff real sports sedans
are made of.

Real sports sedans feel sporty in
other ways—in their agility and sense of
composure. Once again, the Sentra SE-
R delivers, eliciting praise from all who
drive it. Comments such as “Don’t
know how I'd change it” and “One of
the most enjoyable new cars on the
market’” say a lot about Nissan’s bud-
get sports sedan.

Of course, many cars elicit the same
feelings from enthusiast drivers. But
chances are the others cost far more
than the SE-R, a bargain even when
such desirable options as air condi-
tioning, ABS, sunroof and leather for
the steering wheel tack an extra $2400
onto the Sentra’s $11,370 base price.
That’s quite reasonable for pité—or a
real sports sedan.
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T'S FUNNY HOW every once in a
while a casual acquaintance-
ship can turn into something
far-reaching and exciting.
Such was my meeting with
Colin Bach during the Grand
Prix at Monte Carlo in 1990. Colin, a
dyed-in-the-wool Ferrari enthusiast,
seemed to be everywhere, and we kept
bumping into each other.

A while later I had a phone call
from Colin, and it turned out he knew

Reunion with a
long-lost friend

BY INNES IRELAND

the Swiss-based owner of the 250
GTO Ferrari I had driven for Tom
O’Connor’s Rosebud Racing Team
back in 1962 and 1963. This was the
Forgotten One—the well-known 250
GTO that had languished in a field for
14 years, the one that was unaccount-
ed for, written off in Ferrari minds,
irretrievable.

To all, that is, except Engelbert
(Bert) Stieger. He’d just finished re-
storing the car to its former glory and
was taking it to Laguna Seca for the
Pebble Beach concours.

Bert wanted me to do some run-
ning-in miles with the car at Sears
Point. [ would be the first to drive it as
I had been the last to drive it in anger
so many years before. When my air

ticket arrived in the mail, I knew I
hadn’t been dreaming . . .

And so it was that as Colin drove me
north to Sears Point, I felt the kind of
excited anticipation one might expect
in going to meet a long-lost old friend.

My first reaction on walking into
the garage was one of surprise, for I
had expected to see my old charger—
chassis No. 3589 GT-—clad in
paintwork of light metallic blue, the
colors of Rosebud Racing of Victoria,
Texas. Instead she was in midnight-
blue livery with a white band around
the radiator intake. And suddenly. my
mind went back to the days before
Rosebud Racing, to the very first time
I ever set eyes on this lovely lady.

It was early on a spring morning in
1962 at the Ferrari factory at Maran-
ello, Italy, and she was dark blue with
a white mouth then. The colors were
those of Equipe Endeavour, a team
owned by Tommy Sopwith whose fa-
ther’s yacht Endeavour so nearly won
America’s Cup in 1934. He owned a
half share in No. 3589, with Ronnie
Hoare, the Ferrari Concessionaire in
the U.K., owning the other half.

But at that time she was not the cen-
ter of my attention; I had eyes only for
the pale green GTO standing next to
her, chassis No. 3505 GT, for she had
been bought by UDT-Laystall, the
team for whom I was driving that year.

After bidding farewell to Enzo Fer-
rari—[ had been walking on air just
meeting the great man—and being
briefed on what did what in the cock-
pit, 1 threw my bag in the passenger
seat of the green GTO, climbed in and
fired up the engine. The gateman
waved us onto the Modena road, and
we were off on our 800-mile run to the
Channel coast.

Ronnie had his own route defined
by eating houses of quality, so dutiful-
ly I tailed the dark blue car as we sped
northwest. Skirting Milan, then on to-
ward the mountains, the Simplon Pass
and Switzerland, I reveled in the won-
drous sound not only of my own en-
gine and exhausts but also of the blue
car that was never more than a few
yards in front.

It was as if the two cars were tied
together, for our styles of driving were
identical, both Ronnie and I using
5000 rpm in the gears so that we shift-
ed at the same moment. When coming
to a corner or braking behind traffic
before overtaking, we heard again the

exhausts’ music as we blipped the en-
gines for the downshift. Changes
down through the box from 5th to 2nd
then back up again were particularly
musical. When one overtook a slower
vehicle—and they were all slower—so
did the other, passing in a howl of glo-
rious sound that condensed the exhila-
ration of this magical drive.

[ first drove 3589 after a brief stop
when Ronnie suggested changing
cars. He probably wanted to be sure
mine didn’t go any better than his! We
changed mounts a time or two after
that, winding along the Rhdne Valley,
then across France to the coast; we
fairly bubbled with enthusiasm over
our gin and tonics before dinner when
we arrived at our hotel that evening.

Next morning the cars were loaded
on Silver City’s cross-channel air ferry
to Southampton. From there it was a
short drive to the Goodwood circuit;
we were in good time to practice for
the International Easter Monday
meeting. Hard sparkplugs and fresh
tires were fitted to both cars; and soon
Michael Parkes was practicing in 3589
and [ in 3505.

The GTOs were entered in a com-
bined sports and GT race where my
teammate Stirling Moss was entered
with the UDT-Laystall Lotus 19 sports
car and expected to win. Before that,
Stirling and I drove our Lotus 24
Grand Prix cars in the 100-mile event,
and it was in this race that Stirling had
the terrible accident that almost cost
him his life and ended his brilliant driv-
ing career. As reserve driver [ was putin
the Lotus 19 for the sports and GT
event, and the Ferrari was withdrawn.

I managed to win the race at an av-
erage of 95 mph, but the encouraging
thing was that with Mike Parkes at the
helm, 3589 came in 2nd overall and,
of course, won the GT category, his
average being 91 mph. It augured well
for the future of the GTOs.

Mike gave 3589 its winning history.
According to Jess Pourret’s The Ferrari
Legend, The Competition 250 GT Ber-
linetta, he scored lst in the Scalextric
GP at Silverstone, the Daily Express
Trophy at the same circuit, Ist in GT
and 2nd overall at Snetterton in the
Scott Brown Memorial Trophy, a Ist at
Mallory Park and another in the Daily
Mirror Trophy 3-Hour Race at Snetter-
ton. In the Tourist Trophy race at
Goodwood. Mike took 3rd place be-
hind Graham Hill who was driving
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John Coombs’s new 3729 GT, which
was right on my tail as I took the check-
ered flag in 3505. I had to show those
boys the way home!

(Just to show that history books
aren’t always right, Jess has both
Parkes and me winning the Peco Tro-
phy at Brands Hatch.)

N OCTOBER, 3589 was sold to

Tom O’Connor, repainted in

his light blue metallic colors

and sent to Nassau for the an-

nual Speed Week along with

Tom’s Lotus 19. In the Tourist

Trophy GT race, I could do no better

than finish 3rd with 3589 behind Rog-

er Penske in John Mecom’s ex-NART

3987 and Lorenzo Bandini in the ex-

works 3223, the very first GTO built,

now owned by NART. I did better with

the Lotus 19 in the main race, the Gov-

ernor’s Cup held in the pouring rain—
I won that.

In the 3-Hour Intercontinental at

Daytona in 1963, 1 was going along

nicely approaching the first left-

hander on the infield section when a
rear brake disc broke up, chewed
through the spokes until the wheel col-
lapsed, and I flew off the road half
sideways, demolishing an advertising
board along the way.

We hoped for better things at Se-
bring for the 12-Hour race; Tom had
asked Richie Ginther to be my co-driv-
er. Unfortunately, we lost a lot of time
in the pits with a burst water hose but
managed to finish 6th overall and 3rd
in the GT class.

I Above, GTOs from different eras dash down the Sears Polnt
dragstrip. Tums out the old girl did surprisingly well. At top,
Innes at the controls of No. 3589 once agaln. “Soon|
speeded up, using the bmkes harder, pushing through

the comers quicker . .
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When not racing we had lots of fun
with the car at an inactive Air Force
base near Tom’s home where we took
her for an airing, Tom proving he was
no slouch behind the wheel himself.
Later in the year the cylinder heads
went back to the factory to have the
latest valve guide modifications carried
out, and 3589 was again race-prepared.

As things turned out, Sebring was
the last race she ever did, for in 1964
Tom decided to give up motor racing
and donated all his cars to the local
high school, 3589 in immaculate con-
dition at this time. She was driven in
parades and shows, then finally sold in
1972. An offer in a sealed envelope
secured her for Joe Korton of Cleve-
land, Ohio. He later told me his bid
was $6500.

I heard nothing of the car until I was
invited as guest of honor by the
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French Ferrari Owners Club to its
20th Anniversary of the GTO meeting
in 1982. I was horrified to hear that
she had been sitting in a field for years;
I was unable to understand how any-
one could possibly allow such a thing
to happen.

Finally I turned up on Joe Korton'’s
doorstep, and, sure enough, there was
a 250 GTOsitting on a trailerin a field
of long grass. Although painted a dull
red—by hand, it looked like—she still
carried the scrutineers’ stamp on the
inside of the screen from Nassau 1962
so [ knew she was 3589 all right.

There is nothing sadder than a car
sitting on flat tires, but these were
Dunlop racing tires, the ones on which
I had last raced her. But that wasn’t the
half of it. The side windows were out,
she was full of old leaves and rubbish,
chassis tubes were rusted through, and
the various fittings, including the
trumpets for the Weber carburetors,
were missing. The missing bits, 1 was
assured, were in a box in the house.
Covered in the muck of ages, she was
truly a heartbreaking sight.

Nothing would persuade Mr. Kor-
ton to sell me the car, saying he was
going to put her in order one day. But
in expressing my horror at her condi-
tion, at least I persuaded him to put
her in a shed under cover (which he
did), and I extracted a promise that if
ever he decided to sell, he would give
me first option (which he did not).

RANK GALLOGLEY WAS the
chap who kept the tele-
phonic pressure on Korton,
his efforts finally rewarded
in the mid-Eighties. I spent
a pleasant couple of days
with him later, by which time he had
removed the engine, gearbox and run-
ning gear and was about to remove the
body from the chassis. The body was
in bare aluminum, the only sign of
damage being at the right rear fender
where I had gone through that board-
ing at Daytona. When the oil was
drained from the gearbox, it was clear
as honey, Frank said, and the water in
the cooling system was as clear and
green as the day it was put in by Jock
Ross, our chief mechanic at Rosebud
Racing, so many years before.
But it appeared Frank didn’t get
much further with his restoration.
Bert Stieger bought the car in 1987,
and soon afterward various crates ar-

rived in Switzerland. Parts of the car
had been in Wisconsin, others in up-
state New York, so it was only after
much checking that he knew he had
purchased a whole car.

At the where-do-we-go-from-here
stage, visits were made to the factory at
Maranello and talks were held with
Ronnie Hoare’s Maranello Conces-
sionaires, both proving most helpful. I
like to claim a little credit for this as I
had once talked to Enzo Ferrari about
the car after first seeing it in Cleveland.
He said that should I ever acquire it, |
must send it directly to the factory and
it would be put right for me.

Finally the task of restoring 3589
was put in the hands of Fritz Leirer at
his Sport Garage in Stein, Switzerland
with instructions to retain originality
of parts wherever possible. Corrosion,
not wear and tear, was the main ene-
my, and every single part of the car
was stripped and meticulously exam-
ined before the rebuild began. New
parts, such as ball races, were used
only if evidence of corrosion was
found. Specialist units, like the six
twin-choke Weber carburetors, were
sent to the makers.

Any parts that could be used have
been kept as part of the original ma-
chine, even to odd parts of the body-
work, which were quite thin and cut
away. The replacement panels in-
volved the nose and floor sections, but
Bert assures me most of the bodywork
is original. Naturally, the wiring was
renewed as were all the ancillary elec-
trical fittings, although the original
lights have been retained. Paint to the
original 1962 specification was ob-
tained—but the craftsmen didn’t quite
get the white mouth right; the band is
too narrow (it will be corrected). To
me, the car will always be the light me-
tallic blue of Tom O’Connor’s colors,
but it is right and proper that it is now
as it was when it left the factory.

Work commenced in October 1988
and, with visits from factory person-
nel to give advice where required,
wasn’t completed until June 1990,
just in time for the reborn 3589 to be
shipped to San Francisco. It took more
than 2500 hours of painstaking crafts-
manship to complete the restoration.
Although it joins 29 other Ferran's in
Bert’s ““Turning Wheel” collection,
he refers to it as “‘part of my soul.”

It wouldn’t have been right to start
the engine for just a short time that
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afternoon at Sears Point, so I content-
ed myself just sitting in the old girl and
looking at things, touching them and
keeping the excitement of hearing the
engine run for the morrow. There was
a little knob on the skimpy dash panel
I remembered as having been roughed
up a bit, and there it was, still roughed
up a bit. The black dials of the instru-
ments were still faded to a slight
brownish shade from exposure, just as
I had remembered them on that visit
to the field; they will forever serve asa
reminder that she survived those 14
long, lost and sad, sad years.

Looking over the hood, I could see
the additional air scoops Jock Ross
had formed on top of the wings to di-
rect air onto my legs; they weren’t
pretty sticking up as they did, but they
were functional. The inside of the
cockpit was as stark and businesslike
as I remembered it, but it still exuded a
sense of mechanical superiority.

The hood itself wasn’t right, for it
was a plain panel without any louvers.
Most GTOs were like that but not
3589. She had louvers, uncharacteristi-
cally made of steel and set into the alu-
minum panel, and certainly they were
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there when Tom O’Connor owned her.
I cannot remember if they were there
when we left the factory back in April
1962, but I have a photograph of her
with Parkes driving shortly thereafter
and she had the louvers then. I men-
tioned this to Bert, who still has the lou-
vered hood, and if it is established that
3589 left the factory with it, the plain
panel will be replaced.

REENE KERR, A keen motor-
ing enthusiast with a video
communications company,
had heard what we were up
to from Colin Bach and
wanted to make a video of
the proceedings for home release, the
video to be called GTO Story. This
meant an early start, Colin picking me
up at 7:30 a.m., and by the time we
reached Sears Point, 3589 was already
by the track, her paint and chrome
glistening in the early morning sun.
Out in the open, she was as pretty
as a picture. As I approached her, I
thought of the amount of water that
had flowed under the bridge—and
her—since last she sat on a racing cir-
cuit. She was probably thinking,

“Here we go again!”

Without donning helmet or over-
alls, I slipped into the tight-fitting
bucket seat, reached for the familiar
key, turned it and pressed inward.
With the characteristic whine of the
starter motor, all 12 cylinders came to
life and I let her run at a steady 2000
rpm until she settled down. The large
shiny knob of the tall gear lever came
easily to hand; I slipped it into 1st and
eased the clutch gently. I drove slowly
those first few laps, savoring every
moment of letting the oils warm
through, getting to know again the
gauges and what they recorded, and
remembering the twists and turns of
the circuit.

Those quiet laps assured me the res-
toration work had been carried outtoa
high standard, for everything func-
tioned correctly. Soon I speeded up,
using the brakes harder, pushing
through the corners quicker although
not revving the engine too highly. It
was not until much later in the day
that I ran to 7000 rpm, 800 less than
my gear-change point when racing in
the Sixties.

There are some fun corners at Sears




Point, two of them climbing to the
right and blind until cresting past their
apexes. Here the GTO showed her
good manners, the tail moving out to
the left just a little under hard accel-
eration in 3rd gear as we went over the
crest, balanced by little more than
straightening the front wheels. In the
two hairpins she understeered a little
going in, and as I applied power, the
back end would break away gently and
predictably. But being in 2nd gear, the
power had more effect and required
rather more opposite lock to maintain
balance and a smooth line.

Later in the day we were joined by
two other GTOs. Tom Price, whom I
first met at the 25th Anniversary of the
GTO in France, brought his 3943 GT,
the ex-P. Noblet car often co-driven by
Jean Guichet, so I enjoyed seeing—and
hearing—Price do a few quick laps. Al-
most identical in color to 3589 was
George Dyer’s 4219 GT, a car short in
history but long in single ownership,
George having bought it in 1965.

Another visitor was Stan Peterson,
who races vintage Formula | cars with
such verve, who told me he had driven
3589 at Laguna Seca in 1963. Certain-

ly that is what is recorded in Jess Pour-
ret’s book. I told him that was impossi-
ble as I knew every move the car ever
made. Stan recalled the car he drove
was painted white, and I know for sure
3589 was never white.

To correct the history books, it is al-
most certain the car he drove was Dy-
er's 4219, for it was white before
George bought it and before he paint-
ed it midnight blue. By an extraordi-
nary coincidence, here were both cars
in question, both now in the same col-
ored livery.

Also there was a latter-day GTO,
the 1985 288 GTO of Scott McLena-
han. Breene Kerr wanted Scott and me
to do a standing start on the drag strip
for his video—the old 250 GTO
against its young sister. I felt] hadn’ta
hope against the power of the 288.

In all we did four runs, and in the
first I won all the way to the hairpin at
the far end of the circuit. I thought
Scott must have become lost—difficult
to do in a straight line—but he’d been
having trouble with wheelspin. I was
ahead at the quarter mile on the second
run but lost out by a length at the half;
on run three I lost out at the quarter but

made up for it by being dead equal at
the quarter on the last run.

For those who were watching, par-
ticularly Bert and Colin, the triumph
of the old GTO over the new was a
surprise they thoroughly enjoyed. To
be fair to Scott, he probably hadn’t
done as many racing starts as I had. He
might even have waited for Breene to
drop the flag.

RIVING THE OLD lady back to
the garage, I marveled that
she had been brought back
to her former glory so beau-
tifully; I marveled, too, that
in being brought back to life
after those terrible days of darkness, her
step could still have such a spring in it
that the sensual pleasure of driving her
was as striking as it ever was.

I left for England before the affairs at
Pebble Beach began but was delighted
to hear that Road & Track had present-
ed her with the magazine’s magnificent
trophy sculpted by Zurini. It was award-
ed to the car the R&T staff would most
like to have driven away.

And, at that time, [ hadn’t even told
them how sensational she was.
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VOLVO 940 SE

Think of a 940 Turbo, but with the works

] O CLARIFY THINGS, Volvo’s
1 940 arrives at American
ports in three designations,

body that resembles the
740’s, only with a higher rear
deck and a less vertical rear window.

The least expensive of these rear-
drive 4-door 940s, the $27,885 GLE,
carries a normally aspirated twincam
2.3-liter 4-cylinder under its hood.
This 16-valve engine has counter-
rotating balance shafts and develops
153 bhpat 5700 rpm and 1501b.-ft. of
torque at 4450 rpm.

Next, we have the $29,295 Turbo,
powered by the B-230FT, a turbo-

76 ROAD & TRACK

each sporting an angular.

charged and intercooled 2.3-liter in-
line-4 without balance shafts. The
cast-iron block is capped by a single-
camshaft 8-valve cross-flow alumi-
num head. Horsepower and torque are
respectable at 162 bhp at 4000 rpm
and 195 Ib.-ft. at 3450 rpm. Although
the Turbo shares the GLE’s suspen-
sion, MacPherson-strut front and a
well-controlled live-axle rear, its
spring rates, bushings and anti-roll
bars have been tuned to please those
who wish to consider their 940 a nim-
ble sports sedan.

And now to our test car, the
$32,950 flagship SE. A luxury cruiser,
yes, because it possesses just about ev-

ery imaginable amenity as standard
equipment. A slow and cumbersome
land yacht, no, because the SE shares
the Turbo’s potent power. This Gen-
eration 3 engine, which made its debut
in 1990 in the 7-series, incorporates a
redesigned exhaust manifold and tur-
bocharger with a smaller turbine to
quicken the onset of boost and there-
by increase horsepower and torque
over the previous Volvo 2.3 turbo.

A fine powerplant it is. Boost
arrives quickly via an intercooler
mounted in front of the radiator. You
won’t find neck-snapping accelera-
tion in the SE, but at 9.2 seconds to 60
mph, it’s still quick enough to say
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out of 10 NASCAR
iinners since 1977
r years more NASCAR winners have relled
DIeHard than any other battery. It’s got the
wver they can DEPEND on—with a frack
crd that can’t be beat!

OR ON THE STREET...
@
DleHard the exact same battery—
now over 75 million sold!
w.» You can have the starting power NASCAR
-y (o8 winners demand with the very same DieHard

battery from Sears. Start with a winner every
time—race proven DleHard!

MORE POWER
WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST!

©S5ears, Roebuck and Co. 1994

\Official battery of

Nl NASGAR .
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 Take away its 160-hp V6 englnanable mduc’uon dual-plenum

intake system, sequential muluomt electronic fuiel injection,.32
drag coefficient, 4-wheel pow<_1sc brakes, power-assisted rack
and pinion steering sport-tunguspension, parallel lower links,
coil springs, front and rear stalzer bars and aluminum alloy
other carwith 4 doors. gl

Maximad The 4-Door Sports Car”

Built for the Human Race’




I simple controls and
leather dominate the SE's
spaclous but mildly narow-
feeling cabin, which has
Instruments that are easlly
seen through the alrbag-

equipped steering wheel. The

960, with a 200-bhp dohc
Inline-6, appears sometime
next year.
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goodbye to a good many sporty cars of
all ilks. Smooth takeoffs are easy—all
940s come equipped exclusively with
automatic transmissions—and maxi-
mum boost comes into play from
about 2500 rpm on. Volvo’s claim
that peak boost arrives at 1800 rpm
seems a little optimistic in our experi-
ence with the car.

In midrange response, the 940 deliv-
ers. When overtaking cars on two-lane
roads, the SE responds to throttle in-
puts with quick, firm downshifts and
brisk linear acceleration that can easily
plunge the speedometer needle deeply
into illegal territory. The 4-speed auto-
matic, an Aisan-Wamer unit, also hasa
pushbutton feature that locks out the
overdrive top gear. This keeps the 940
from hunting between 3rd and 4th
gears on those seemingly mild but load-
causing inclines.

uT 1s THE SE just a well-
equipped Turbo? No. Be-
neath that high trunk (the
rear deck actually is at rib-
cage-level on a six-footer)
lies the SE’s significant dif-
ference: an independent multilink
rear suspension. This coil-spring ar-
rangement has the differential mount-
ed to a subframe, which is rubber-
mounted to the Volvo’s solid unibody.
Trailing arms, upper wishbones, lower
links and twin track rods complete this
independent setup, which weighs ap-
proximately 75 Ib. more than the live-
axle arrangement of its 940 brethren.

This multilink suspension favors
ride in the ride/handling compromise,
soaking up with aplomb all but the
worst roads. In fact, it’s downright dif-
ficult to unsettle the SE and its solid-
feeling structure. Near the car’s cor-
nering limit, however, that overall
softness becomes evident as the SE
keels over toward the outside of the
turn. However, this body roll, exagger-
ated somewhat by front seats that
don’t offer much lateral support, 1S
predictable.

Steering effort feels appropriate,
and despite what feels like an overall
slow ratio, understeer can be easily 1n-
duced with some excessive steering -
put. Compared with the last Volvo W€
tested, a 740 GLE shod with 185/50-15
tires (March 1989), our 195/65-15"
equipped but 300-Ib. heavier SE man-
ages to generate the same amount ©
lateral grip, at 0.78g. But through the
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P300. NOW LEGENDARY PIRELLI PERFORMANCE
IS AVAILABLE FOR THE CARS AMERICA DRIVES MOST.

performance tires, and is the only tire with the comfortable ride and
60,000 mile tire in America with low noise characteristics of the most
construction features taken directly popular all-season tires.

from Pirelli racing technology:.
From the onset, the P300
was conceived and
designed as a
touring tire.

Available in sizes to fit virtually
- all of the most

popular domestic
» and import models,
b the P300 means

This is that now Pirelli all-
Pirelli has long been recognized as a new class- season, touring
international leader in advanced tire ification which . - performance is available
hnology and design for the worlds combines the better for more cars than ever before. At a
st exotic high performance cars. handling of a traditional performance price that is surprisingly affordable.

Now with the introduction of
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= a“—SeaS{)n p300, Pll‘elll fOCUSf:S , ’ vﬁ ﬁ « Double steel belt/zero degree nylon cap

i 2 : s construction in all T-speed rated 75/70 series
»c1f1caily on the challengmg roads '=i [ ﬁ sizes is identical to that found in Pirelli's 217
-

d conditions American car owners mph PZero and P700-Z ultra high
f tires.
counter year-round. Developed, — e

d for the first time produced in the
S., the P300 incorporates many of i-%i

e same technological advancements !=i

esent in Pirelli's ultra-high
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High-resistance nylon permits belt and bead
areas to remain stiff, ensuring traction and
responsiveness on all surfaces.
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i

Unique three rib tread design with offset center
block configuration delivers reliable acceler-
ation and braking in winter slush and snow.

)
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Extensive use of siping further enhances all-
scason traction by making the block more

flexible and better able to grip the highway;
also contributes to a smoother, quieter ride.

m
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IRELLIR
riginal equipment on the worlds finest. l-éi
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Wide-angled tread grooves are computer
designed to assure maximum water drainage.

o
i

W
il

Unusually large tread blocks deliver excellent
comering and stability while resisting tread
abrasion.

q

« The P300 carries an impressive 60,000 mile
limited treadwear warranty.



P500. THE ALL-SEASON RADIAL
DESIGNED TO OUTPERFORM ALL OTHERS.

ensuring the fastest possible is truly the ultimate for those drivers
- expulsion of water from any point who demand uncompromised year-
in the tire's footprint while round performance.

delivering superior handling in all
weather conditions.

In documented tests, the P500
A unique asymmetrical tread clearly outperforms the current

pattern gives this tire its perfect best-selling, high-performance all-
balance between wet and dry season tire on the market. With
performance. Inspired by Pirelli's sizes to fit the most popular
ultra-high performance design domestic and imported cars
technology, it resists aquaplaning, on the road today, the P500

P600. THE UNPRECEDENTED
STANDARD FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE.

Here's the tire that takes the While they were at it, they
conflicting demands of perform- developed a "turbo” drainage effect
ance, comfort and long tread life
and delivers on all of them.

The advanced diagonal tread
pattern was designed by Pirelli
engineers using three-dimensional
computer modeling of the P600's
performance under stress to opti-
mize handling, resistance to
aquaplaning and quietness.

that significantly improves wet han-
dling. So it's no wonder the P600
is original equipment on Mercedes,

BMW, Jaguar, Alfa Romeo, Audi,
Saab and Volkswagen.

P700-Z. THE BEST ALL-AROUND
ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TIRE IN THE WORLD.

Pirelli technology, material and  sustained speeds in excess of 150 equipment on the BMW 850i, M3
construction advancements are mph and originally designed to and M5, Audi Quattro Coupe and
optimized in the P700-Z, rated for meet the challenges of the German Porsche 911, 944 and 928S.

— Autobahn. The benefits on Of course, if what you really

America's highways are want is a street legal Formula One
tenacious cornering, precise tire, there is the quintessential Pirelli,
steering and maximum the PZero. Original equipment for
braking—the embodiment the likes of the Ferrari F40 and
of ultra high performance. Lamborghini Diablo.
Which is why it is original

ULTRA-HIGH PERFORMANCE



PIRELLL. NO MATTER WHAT YOU DRIVE.

For Pirelli performance and value, the applications are almost endless.
And when friends look to you for advice on tires, remind them there’s a Pirelli tire
for their cars. No matter what they drive.

ACURA
Integra
Legend

ALFA ROMEO
Graduate
GTV-6

Milano
Spider Veloce
Quadrifoglio
164

ASTON MARTIN
Vantage
Volante

AUDI

6 Series
7 Series
B Series

BUICK
Century
Electra
Estate Wagon
Le Sabre
Park Avenue
Regal
Hi\ne:ﬁ
Skylark
CADILLAC
Brougham
DeVi
ElDorado
Fleetwood

Seville

Fifth Avenue
Imperial

Laser

Le Baron

New Yorker

New Yorker Salon
Town & Country

Town & Country Mini

Van

DAIHATSU
Charade
Charade CLS
Charade CLX
Charade SE
Charade SX

DODGE
400
600
Aries
Caravan
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Charger
Colt
Colt Vista
Daytona
Diplomat
nasty
Mirada
Monaco
Omni
Shadow
Spirit

EAGLE

Eagle Wagon
Medallion
Premier
Summit
Talon

HYUNDAI

PARTIAL LIST OF PIRELLI TIRE APPLICATIONS

Marquis Safari Wagon Tercel
Excel Merkur Sunbird Tercel Wagon Deluxe
Scoupe Sable T1000
SLC Topaz VOLKSWAGON
Sonata Tracer PORSCHE Cabriolet
911 Corrado
INFINITI MITSUBISHI 924 Fox
M30 Cordia 928 Fox Wagon
Q45 Eclipse 930 Golf
Galant 944 GTI
ISUzZU Mirage Jetta
I-Mark Precis RENAULT Passat
Impulse Sigma Alliance Quantum GL
Stylus S Starion Renault 18 Quantum GL Wagon
Tredia Sport Wagon Rabbit
JAGUAR Scirocco
Sovereign NISSAN
XJS Axxess
XJ6 Maxima
Pulsar
JEEP Sentra
Cherokee Stanza
Comanche Stanza Wagon
Premier 2005X
Summit 2405X
Wagoneer 280ZX
00ZX
LAMBORGHINI B
Countach OLDSMOBILE
Diablo Calais
Jalpa gusltom Cruiser
utlass
LEXUS Delta 88
ES250 Firenza
LS400 Omega
LINCOLN Toronado ONF OF THE HOTTEST PERFORMANCE FEATURES
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a
Mark Vii FRsamLy
Town Car PEUGEOT STERLING For a 3'x 2' poster of the cover page
405 825 of this ad, write Pirelli Poster, P.O,
LoTus 505 827 Box 56538, Hayward, CA 94545-
Esprit 6538. §12.95 includes postage and
PLYMOUTH SUBARU handling (California residents add
MAZDA Acclaim 3DrCoupe  sales tax).
323 Caravelle 4 Dr Sedan
626 Champ Brat
929 Colt DL Wagon
GLC Colt Vista Wagon Hatchback DL VOLVO
Miata Gran Fury Hatchback GL 240
450 Horizon .l!_ustv T4
Laser egacy
Protege DX Reliant Legacy Wagon &
RX7 Shadow Iourilng Wagon E:}Go
Sundance oyale brio
W Turismo ale Station Wagon GV
-] r%nac XT-DL
1
420 2000 Sunbird SUZUKI
00 6000 Sidekick
560 Bonneville Swift
iero
MERCURY Firebird TOYOTA
Capri Grand Am Camry
Colony Park Grand Prix Celica
Cougar 12000 Corolla
Grand Marquis LeMans Cressida
ik Parisienne MR2
Lynx Phoenix Supra3Dr /B "L"
Original equipment on the worlds finest.

©1991 Pirelli Anmstrong Tire Corporation.




slalom, the SE is 1.8 mph slower. The
result of increased cushiness?
Perhaps, but please don’t think of
the SE as a poor-handling automobile;
it’s not. Think of it as a luxury car
that’s been blessed with good han-
dling, and you won’t be disappointed.
Step inside the car and you’ll be
welcomed by the wafting aroma of
leather, which covers all the SE’s seat-
ing surfaces. Esthetically, the SE’s
conservative but elegant interior and
two-tone dash remind us of modern
Danish furniture. The instrument
panel has analog dials clearly laid out

on a black background. A clock and a
combined tachometer/boost gauge
flank a center-mounted speedometer.
Simple rotary switches control the
headlights, fan speed, temperature
and direction of the forced air. Inter-
estingly, the air conditioning automat-
ically functions unless an “A/C OFF”
switch has been pushed.

And yet there are bothers. The seat-
belts, for one, frequently have to be
finessed out of their retractors; many
times they get hung up somewhere in
the unscrolling process. And the front
seats are mounted too high in the nar-
row-feeling 940 cabin. Making mat-
ters worse is the electrically operated
height adjustment; the base of the seat
seems to seesaw rather than actually
move up and down. =

Test Notes . . .

M The 940 SE's ac-
curate steering in-
vites occasional

M Relatively light
curb weight, sophis-
ticated ABS and
good tires add up to
impressive minimum
stopping distances.
In normal driving,
the 940's brake
pedal also has

good feel.

fast cornering. The
result is stable han-
dling hampered only
by considerable
body roll.

YOLVO
940 SE

List price, all POE.........0c00veene... $32,950

0-60 mph ............9.2 sec
0-%mi.....ocennn.. 17.0 sSEC
Top speed. .......est 124 mph
Skidpad ................0.788
Slalom ............. 58.8 mph
Brake rating ....... very good

Price as tested

Price as tested includes std equip. (air cond, AM/FM stereo/cassette, ABS, cruise control, central

locking; elect. adj windows, sunroof, heated mirrors & heated leather seats).

GENERAL DATA

Curb welght .....coec oo eneseto s i ]
Displacement ......couuvees 141 cuin/2316cc  TeStWelght......ovvuvrrineinssncnsnnnes 354010
Bore X SroKe ... veversesnrnenns 3.78x3.150n./  Weightdist, f/f, % .eeevvrnrerernsasnnnnres 53/47
96.0x80.2mm  WHeelDaSe ...uveereenersrnrasnsnnnnan 109.1in.
COmPression ratio......uusiessenseranansen Bl TRl e 57.9in./59.8in.
Horsepower (SAE): 162 bhp @ 4000 rpm  Length .....cevveviniinaninniniinnnens 191.7 in.
TOMQUE «eveverrenraraes 195b-R@3450rpm  Width o.ovveeiiiniiiinininennsncnnns 69.3in.
Maximum engine speed........cuuene G000 M Helht. i it ot s 55.5 in.
Fuelinjection .....oeveerren Bosch [Helect. port  TrUNKSPaCe ..evvssneneensnsnsnensnenas 205cuft
Fuel, req/opt .........ccciaian. 87/91 pump oct
DRIVETRAIN
gyl 1l e DR e e s e S i S e e 4-sp automatic
Gear Ratio Overall ratio (Rpm) Mph
G V1) s S L . L B (5700) 40
2. BRIt ) ¢, L4 [ R Bl (5700) 70
3l il s RO s e L 1 1y R B (5700) 102
At R e s 057t 0 B R R e By 03 s leani est (4800) 124
0 [ g e R R e R SR R S S e e e 3.73:1
Engine iim @60 mpli B ods ki aiisd s saniiiiies iusikosndeniin bavunnncainatnunianting o 2400
CHASSIS & BODY ACCELERATION
............... front engine/rear drive  Time to speed Seconds
Body/Miame i unit steel DU mPIG: s i 3.1
Brakes, f/r 11.0-in. vented discs/ OB DN io i iersiiasnrsinsnninninsaasan 9.2
11.1-in. dises; vacuum assist, ABS DB MP oo smas sk sban ks ks 16.8
Wheels . oo s castalloy, 15x6  Time to distance
§1 R e AR Michelin MXV2, O=TTDE i v s b i st P 35
195/65R-15 91H (151) 4} G L e 9.1
Steering............rack & pinion, power assist 0-1320 ft (% mi) .......... 17.0 @ 81.0 mph
Tins, lock 10 0ocK. .. ociiinin e arenas sers 35

finks, toe links, coil springs, tube shocks,
anti-roll bar

FUEL ECONOMY

....20.0 mpg
..18/22 mpg
wee 210 g2l

INTERIOR NOISE
................................ na
ssdssany SR ssnsevasanan sz

BRAKING

Subjoctive ratings consist of excelient, vary good, good, average, poor;
na means information Is not avaliable.

NENMENDEE T T ——



The new Lumlna Z.34 w Distinctive aero bodywork. = New Twin
Dual Cam V6 power. = Slick-shifting 5-speed gearbox. & ressive sport :
suspension. » 4-wheel disc brakes. = P225/60R-16 Goodyear le GT+4s.
= 3-year/50.000-mile Bumper to Bumper Plus Warranty:*
MORE PEOPLE ARE
WINNING WITH,

OF AMERICA
: TODAY'S CHEVROLET "
Power and efficiency? Meet the future of high performance:
The Chevy Lumina Z34. Flaunting 3.4 liters of fuel-injected, 24-valve Twin Dual
__Cam V6 power, this is the machine for 1991. Because of its advanced multi-valve
R lechnology the Z34's TDC V6 combines power with excellent efficiency.t
. And with bodywork influenced by our NASCAR-winning
.. Luminas, a responsive sport suspension
N, package and a Getrag-licensed 5-speed
o gearbox, the Lumina Z34 is one
serious machine. But dom't
~take our word for it. Grab
y.. hold of one. Your driving
\future never looked
. brighter.

e vour Cheviolet dealer tor te s ol this limired wy ety A deductible wil apply
w alter 12 months or 2000 miles PA st MIYG city highwa 1990 GM Corpe All Righits Reserved

Clien .
heveoler the Chevrolet eanbilenn A are registered trademarks and Chewy is o trademiark of 1 GM Corp. Lets

get it topether,. bt Il
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Kudos to Volvo, however, for ac-
commodating tall rear-seat passengers.
The felt headliner, aft of the electri-
cally operated sunroof, juts up just
enough to give tall folk that extra inch
of head room that can make a trip more
comfortable. And refinements, such as
individual reading lights for the rear
passengers, are a nice touch too.

This year, passengers seated in the
middle rear seat will have a shoulder
harness seatbelt. Leave it to Volvo to
be the first in the U.S. market to sup-
ply this safety advancement. The belt
extends over the center occupant’s left
shoulder and into a reel mounted on
the trunk’s parcel shelf area. (Unfor-
tunately, this center shoulder belt isn’t
available on any of the 940 Wagons.)
The 940’s safety is also enhanced by
4-wheel disc brakes with ABS and a
driver’s-side airbag.

Volvo’s 940 SE, with its high level
of luxury and sophisticated balance of
ride and handling, clearly fits at the
top of Volvo’s U.S. offerings. But how
will the SE fare in that crowded mar-
ket segment encompassing cars that
pamper yet don’t exceed $40,000?
From Japan, there’s the Acura Legend
and Mitsubishi Diamante, among oth-
ers. From Germany, Audi’s upcoming
V[w;gowered 100. And on the domes-
ti e, Cadillac’s Seville fits the bill.

he 940, a logical and characteris-
tically evolutionary step forward for
Volvo, will indeed have a tough time
against these thoroughly new compet-
itors. But Volvo has something most
definitely in its favor: its deserved rep-
utation and long heritage as a safe,
sturdy automobile.

%
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[Presenting A Gar Well Prepared To Take On Your Fellow Driver.

Well, at least some people give you fair warning. maker that'’s offered more traction to more people
Most bad drivers don't. They're often extremely for more years than any other.
spontaneous, to put it mildly And for some obstacles that even the agility of
An excellent way to cope with some of their worst four wheel drive can't sidestep, the Subaru Legacy
lapses is the Subaru Legacy ™ also offers the controlled stopping power of sophisti-
It has an advanced full time four wheel drive sys- cated anti-lock brakes
tem that helps it handle sudden turns and maneuvers Look at 1t this way. Since the next guy 1s capable

with remarkable assurance. Exactly of almost anything, shouldn't the
what you'd expect from the car SUBARU same be true of your next car?
We buult our reputation by building a better cat

For more information and your nearest Subaru dealer, call 1800-284-8584



IMPRESSIONS OF
THE ALFA ROMEQ 164:

Saint-Genies, France —

“Coming out of the tollbooth on the
autoroute...the superbly smooth V-6
accelerated the big sedan right on up
to top speed...keeping the right foot
down moved it slowly to gain another
6 mph on the level — 149 mph!...it
might have been faster still had |
bothered to turn off the air condition-
ing, but why be uncomfortable in
any sense in a car this good?”

Robert Cumberford
Automobile Magazine

Artist: Joel Spector

The Alfa Romeo 164 high
performance luxury sedan, priced
from just $24,990* Powered by a
remarkable high-output, high-rpm

3-liter V-6, its world-class standard
equipment list also includes an

Alfa Romeo Assurance Program so
all-encompassing, it covers you right
down to tiny details like wiper
blades and light bulbs.¥

*Manufacturer’s suggested retail price excluding taxes, title,
and destination charges. Optional cast aluminum road
wheels, as shown, $350. See your dealer for details.

tFor 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first.

See your dealer for details and a copy of the plan.

©199] Alfa Romeo Distributors of North America.

Alfa Romeo.

The legendary marque
of high performance.

To find out more about the

Alfa Romeo 164 and how to

obtain a free 20" x 24" print
of the illustration at left,
while supplies last, call

1-800-245-ALFA.




Driving lmpressions

~ MERCEDES NEW S-CLASS °

Decidedly bigger and better than ever

RUISING ALONG THE Cdte
d’Azur on the French auto-
route in the all-new Mer-
cedes-Benz 400SEL, I was
struck by what a marvelous
road car thisis. Mercedes was
showing off its new S-class lineup to
the world’s automotive press follow-
ing the car’s heralded debut at Geneva
in March. It has been 11 years since
Mercedes unveiled its last flagship
line of cars, rather longer than most
carmakers would prefer.

Other thoughts going through my
mind while experiencing the new S-
class for the first time included ques-
tions about how the relevance of an
even larger sedan will be perceived in
the environmentally conscious world
of the Nineties and what sort of recep-
tion will confront these cars in the
showrooms across America, consider-
ing their price range: from roughly
$66,000 for the 300 models up to

92 ROAD & TRACK

BY THOS L. BRYANT

some $125,000 for the 600SEL with
the V-12 engine. (The U.S. lineup
comprises the 300SE, 300SD, 400SE,
500SEL and 600SEL.)

Mercedes’ response to the first que-
ry is that these are pioneer cars of *“‘en-
vironmentally compatible technolo-
gy’ with respect to recyclability of
materials, fuel efficiency and minimal
emissions.

Regarding price resistance, Dr.
Wolfgang Peter, chief of passenger-
car development, told me that Mer-
cedes-Benz doesn’t expect any. “‘I
think those people who have become
accustomed to driving an S-class will
continue to want one and will recog-
nize the many, many improvements to
the new car.”

Time alone will tell, of course, but
there is no doubt in my mind that the
1992 S-class models are markedly bet-
ter than their predecessors. The styling
is clearly derivative of the 300E, with

a smaller grille that is canted more
rearward than on the previous big
Mercedes. The gently rounded lines
are in keeping with current automo-
tive design practice, and the sides of
the car are smoothly sculpted with
moderate fender flares. The bumpers
are better integrated into the body-
work, and the old car’s waist-high
character line is gone.

At the rear, the trunklid opening is
canted, as with the 300E, skirting the
edge of the taillights and carrying
down to the bumper, providing easier
loading. Side windows are flush with
the body and the greenhouse is taller.

The dimensions of the new Mer-
cedes make clear that the manufactur-
er has decided bigger is better. The SE
version (on the 300 and 400 modelsin
the U.S.) is 1.6 in. longer than before,
while the SEL versions (500 and
600SEL in this market) have a 3.9-in.-
longer wheelbase, all of which is
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lIow Rusty Keeps From Getting Rusty,

< - It's as simple as slipping a potent new 24 Valve, Twin Dual Cam V6 engine inside a
* new 1991 Grand Prix GTP State-of-the-edge technology with the visceral punch
- of 210 horsepower. It's how NASCAR Champion Rusty Wallace keeps
himself razor sharp from one weekend to the next.

PONTIAC . # b fiieys |

Call Toll-Free 1-800-762-4900 For More Product Information. ‘e smnsnie
LTS I;H 1} 'I‘Ul.'f.'"lﬂl RBUCKLE UP © 1991 GM CORP ALL RIGHTS RESERVED SEE YOUR DEALER FOR TERMS OF THIS LIMITED WARRANTY



found in the passenger compartment.
Increases in overall length for the SE
and SEL are 3.7 and 2.1 in., respec-
tively. Interior width grows by 5.5in.,
while exterior width increases by only
2.6 in. Overall height is up 2.3 in.

Powertrain changes are fundamen-
tal to the new S-class models, with five
distinct engine choices for the Ameri-
can buyer. First is the 6-cylinder 3.5-
liter turbodiesel with 150 bhp at 4100
rpm and 228 1b.-ft. of torque at 2000.
This engine is currently slated for the
U.S. market only and is available in 49
states (not in California). The base
gasoline model is the 300SE, which
boasts a new 3.2-liter inline-6 with
228 bhpat 5800 rpm and 229 1b.-ft. of
torque at 4100. The base transmission
is a 5-speed manual, though it’s not
available in the U.S.; our cars get 4- or
5-speed automatics.

The 400SE is fitted with the 4.2-1i-
ter V-8, rated at 282 bhp at 5700 rpm,
while torque is 302 1b.-ft. at 3900. The
500SEL engine is the 5.0-liter V-8
found in the 500SL, with 322 bhp at
5700 rpm and 354 Ib.-ft. of torque at
3900. Both V-8 models are fitted with

smooth, from initial throttle tip-in to
the redline, and does a remarkable job
of moving the 4830-1b. 600SEL in a
most spirited manner: 0-60 mph
comes up in just under 6.0 seconds,
according to Mercedes.

HE S-CLASS MODELS also fea-
ture three suspension sys-
tems: standard, standard
with rear self-leveling and
optional ADS (adaptive
damping system) and hy-
dropneumatic springing with the
ADS, but this last is not available on
U.S.-bound cars.

The suspension design is based on
double front wishbones pivoting off a
subframe fitted beneath the engine
compartment. At the rear, Mercedes
has extended the use of the multilink
suspension design it first unveiled on
the original 190E and later fitted on
the 300E, but with some refinements.

Basic suspension tuning is geared
toward providing a comfortable ride
via relatively soft spring settings and

comparatively tight damping. The re-
sult is a smooth, comfortable ride but
with secure handling characteristics
on demand. In my time on some sec-
ondary roads in the foothills above the
Céote d’Azur, as well as in crossing the
mountains up to Grenoble and on to-
ward Switzerland, I can attest to how
well the suspension engineers have
done their job. Compared with the
previous S-class models, the new car
displays an agility that is remarkable
foralarge 4-door sedan, while the ride
is considerably more supple.

The 600SEL, the flagship of the
fleet, is a truly marvelous competitor
of any luxury sedan you care to name,
On tight, twisty roads, the increased
weight of the V-12 produces a bit of a
nose-heavy handling feel. But few
owners will ever attempt to push the
600 as hard as we did. Under decided-
ly more normal conditions, it is a su-
perb road car, quiet and smooth.

The only criticism that came to mind
was an unexpectedly high level of wind
noise around the front windows, which
seemed to result from turbulence

g caused by the outside mirrors.

S-class features include a completely
g new braking system for the V-8s and
& V-12, with more effort being applied by

the 4-speed automatic transmission.
The big news, in more ways than
one, is the 600SEL with Mercedes’ all-

new 6.0-liter V-12. Using the same
valvetrain design as that in the other
gasoline engines, along with the same
LH-Jetronic fuel injection, the V-12
pumps out 402 bhp at 5200 rpm and
428 1b.-ft. of torque at 3800.
Mercedes says there is no advantage
to be gained by fitting the V-12 with
anything but the 4-speed automatic
transmission, as there is more than
3701b.-ft. of torque available as low as
1600 rpm. The V-12 is superbly

M Mercedes expects 15 percent of new
S-class buyers will opt for the 402-bhp V-12.

the rear brakes. Mercedes does this
through a double ABS system whose
microprocessor controls two different
modes, changing from one to the other
in milliseconds.

Mercedes is boasting that the S-class
is the first car series in the world to offer
an activated charcoal filter with the
automatic climate control. The filtering
system reduces the intrusion of dust,
pollen, spores and other particles.

Since returning from driving the
new S-class in Europe, I’ve spent a
week driving the predecessor S60SEL.
The new models, coming to U.S. late
this fall, are a clear advance. The cur-
rent car is an excellent sedan, to be
sure, but the new models have the ad-
vantage of feeling more nimble and
easier to drive aggressively. Once you
take the wheel, the upcoming large
Mercedes sedans feel considerably
smaller than they look. Even on nar-
row roads, their agility is delightful. At
the same time, interior space is more
abundant, and the level of luxury is
better than ever.

In the battle for supremacy in the ul-
timate-luxury sedan market, Mercedes-

Imwnwwwwmtsmmmwnwum Benz has seriously upped the ante. @)
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Cars Courtesy of Heavenly Bodies International, Inc.,New Milford, NJ.

YOUR PRIZED POSSESSION
DESERVES A TOUCH OF 'GLASS.

Presenting the Liquid Glass® Total Appearance System.

There's nothing like the exhilaration of seeing your prized auto, boat or plane
gleaming with a glass-like, satin-smooth glow. One that turns heads while
turning away the elements. And now because of a startling breakthrough in
appearance chemical technology, you can apply this “showroom" brilliance
in minutes — and enjoy its benefits year 'round.

Chemical cross-linking. . . the nucleus of our system.
Unlike other finishing families, the Liquid Glass System works because each
highly-refined product chemically bonds with the next. The concept is simple.
: B The results — simply spectacular. All five products are perfectly safe for use
\x = on Clearcoated surfaces, and help retard acid rain and hard water spotting.
Besdesmmm R e o Vi s 2l When uspd together asa Total Appearance System, they cross-link to give
aircraft, a sleek Ll?md'd Glass finish reduces you maximum protection and beauty.

urface frictl
: e e sey Pour on our Liquid Glass Wash Concentrate, Pre-Cleaner and Polish/Finish
today — and see how their dazzling glow reflects on you. Then rejuvenate
your leather, vinyl and rubber with our Connoisseur’s Choice® duo - the
miracle cross-linked mixtures with Mink Oil. But don’t wait. Once you experi-
ence a touch of 'Glass, you'll never settle for less.

Liquid Glass Polish/Finish is sold only in the gold can with the red
Corvette on its face. We do not manufacture or private label an
‘“Advanced”’ version of any of our products. Never have, never will!

The Liquid Glass Total Appearance System is sold at
quality conscious retail stores nationwide, or call [QUID
now, toll free: 1-800-548-5307 for the name of your [L@

! : . A nearest Liquid Glass Products Distributor. In N.J., N
() @
On fiberglass boats, Liquid Glass Pre-Cleaner call (201) 387-6755. LIQUID GLASS ENTERPRISES, INC. 6 q
o

repares the surface for Liquid Glass b
ghe?':fcaﬂy removing salt n?;rer ha?e, A/ P.O. Box 1170, Teaneck, NJ 07666 USA

ox/dized paint, etc. without damaging the
gelcoat. © Copyright 1989, 1930 Liquid Glass Enterprises, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Liquid Glass and Conncisseur's Choice are registered trademarks of Liquid Glass Enterprises, Inc.




Big, expensive sports sedans can run,butthey corners, either. With the SE-R fully independent
can't hide from the Nissan® Sentra® SE-R. sport-tuned suspension, it holds on twisty roads
! like a terrier on a mailman. '

And when the weather gets really nasty, so
Those overpriced giants won't find refuge in  does the SE-R. Thanks to its viscous limited-slip

Call 1-800-NISSAN-6 for more information. Smart people always read the fine print. And th

differential and optional anti-lock brakes, the SE-R

really stands its ground. Even when the ground is wet.

In fact, the only time this affordable sports
sedan appears the least bit humble is when you take
a look at the sticker price.

The Sentra SER.




ALOWER COST
OF LIVING.

e

To our competition, an air bag is a luxury item. A
feature reserved for those who can afford their higher
priced and usually larger cars.

This doesn’t make any sense to Isuzu. That’s why

ONLY STANDARD AIR BAG IN ITS CLASS: all our passenger cars include driver’s side air bags as
standard equipment. Including our very affordable base model Stylus S. The first and only
import car priced under $10,000 with a driver’s side air bag*

So if you’re looking for a fun to drive, 4~-door economy sedan that doesn’t economize
on safety, check out a Stylus. And see how the other half lives.

For a free brochure, call (800) 245-4549.

THE ISUZU STYLUS *9199.

*Comparison of import models. remember to wear your safety belt. Driver's side air bag is a supplemental restraint system whose effectiveness varies with conditions and
angle g impact. TMSRP excluding tax, license and transp. fee. Prices start at $9,199. XS (shown above) starts at $11,299. Optional equipment shown at additional cost.

ISU2U

There’s no comparison.




PHOTOS BY DEAN SIRACUSA

DA RXT INFINLIV

A preview of the new RX-7, now playing in the current platform

EY. YOU'RE SITTING on the

wrong side!” It’'sa common

reaction from Californians

when they see this right-

hand-drive Mazda RX-7

Infini IV at a stoplight. It’s
more than a little odd to be a hand-
shake’s distance from the driver in an
adjacent lane; it’s unsettling to grap-
ple with lane position when your body
is in the “‘passenger’’ seat—one of us
likened the feel to riding a motorcycle
with a sidecar for the first time, always
worried about what that dang appen-
dage is going to hit. And we all taught
our left arms new tricks in muscle
memory trying to shift with something
resembling finesse.

But we digress. Mazda’s intent in
lending us this Japanese-market-only
Infini (pronounced on’-fin-ee) goes
far beyond novelty. It represents the
ultimate production RX-7, and it is a
sample of what the next-generation
RX-7 (due out in 1992) will be like in
handling and ride.

Details on the new RX-7 remain
sketchy, but we know it’ll be slightly
shorter, wider and lighter than the
present car. Power will come from the
evergreen 13B 2-rotor Wankel. in se-
quential twin-turbocharged form
only, with *‘substantially more™
power than the present Turbo’s 200
bhp. Within the framework of the cur-
rent platform, the Infini paves the way

for a leaner, more elemental driver’s
RX-7, a return to the basic mechani-
cal directness of the RX-7s that first
reached U.S. shores in 1979.
Following the race driver's adage,
“To go faster, add lightness,” Mazda's
engineers, headed by Takaharu Ko-
bayakawa, have created an RX-7 that
weighs about 265 Ib. less than a U S.-
spec RX-7 Turbo. First to go were the
stock seats, replaced by lighter, deep
buckets, with flared upper seatbacks.
Their snug-fitting nature makes the al-
ready cozy RX-7 cockpit seem more
intimate, as do molded rectangular
pads on the driver’s-side door panel
and center console, to brace one’s |egs
while cornering. The passenger is ngt

JULY 199}
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M Turbocharged 13B
rotary makes 215 bhp
JIS, up slightly from
stock through a lower-
restrictlon exhaust
system, but the Infinl's
top speed Is limited to
only 112 mph. The
Interlor looks sulted for
twice that speed, with
high-bolstered raclng-
type seats and a 3-
spoke Momo wheel
whose stitching and
leather cover feel
Just so.

/;’
(/ 4

ignored when it comes to g-loads ei-
ther; a “dead pedal” bar running the
width of the footwell is provided.

A Momo 3-spoke steering wheel
frames the huge center-mounted tach,
which is flanked by a 180-km/h speed-
ometer and a cluster of gauges for fuel
level, coolant temperature, oil pres-
sure and boost level. Other touches in-
clude an emergency flare that clips
into a holder under the glovebox, and
a perforated suedelike material that
covers the seats and inset portions of
the door panels.
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AMPERED THE INFINI driver is
not, because such amenities
as air conditioning, sound
system, central locking, a
sunroof, cruise control,
rear-window wiper and the
luggage-area partition are tossed out
for the greater good of lighter weight
and consequent more nimble han-
dling. Also toward this end, the Infini
gets a suspension makeover, with its
front MacPherson-strut/rear modi-
fied-trailing-arm setup firmed and
toned with stiffer springs, thicker anti-
roll bars and significantly harder
bushings. Specially tuned Pirelli P
Zero tires, in the standard Turbo size
of 205/55ZR-16, are mounted on
forged BBS wheels, each responsible
for a slight weight savings over the
stock wheels.

Under the hood, there’s that same
little beer keg of an engine, the 1308-
cc twin-rotor Wankel, set well back in
its compartment to help achieve 49/51
weight distribution. Buried beneath
the air-to-air intercooler, induction
plumbing and other clutter is a twin-

scroll turbo, a device whose internal
ducting lets each rotor’s exhaust pulse
have a separate, unfettered shot at the
impeller to lessen turbo lag and make
for more tractable turbo power. On
the exhaust side, a lower-restriction
system helps to bump up powerto 215
bhp JIS, and torque by 10 Ib.-ft. to
206. But the eye-grabber is the bright
red strut-tower brace that reiterates
the Infini’s dedication to precise sus-
pension geometry.

This engine and chassis work to-
gether with an ease that’s surely not
accidental. Where the stock RX-7
Turbo takes a noticeable understeer-
ing set when pushed to its limits, the
Infini seems as neutral as Switzerland;
we suspect the firmer bushings in the
rear suspension’s floating-hub ar-
rangement hold to a bare minimum its
understeer-producing toe-in during
lateral acceleration.

The Pirelli P Zeros, with a tread
compound sticky enough to fling
gravel into the wheel wells at parking-
lot speeds, have enormous grip (we
saw 0.91g on the skidpad) and ap-
proach their limits in a predictable
manner. The tail of the U.S.-spec RX-
7 Turbo can be wrestled out by heavy
throttle application in 2nd or 3rd gear;
with the Infini it’s more of a waltz
than a wrestling match—each tire con-
tributes more equally to the task of
scurrying down the road, and all that’s
required to change the car’s aim (pro-
vided there’s enough side loading) is a
caress of the throttle. .

Though there is no sound system
per se, the Infini generates lots of in-
teresting noises anyway. With the ro-
tary’s eagerness to rev, the tach’s
warning buzzer is heard often. And
there’s the shrill song of the turbo—
more apparent because of skimpier
body sound-deadening—that rises in
pitch faster than the whine of the en-
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Clean getaways

this summer - |
start at Kmart. |
e |

~a Car Care Tip »
Waxing at least twice a year .
helps prevent oxidation and
road grime buildup, and
protects your car’s finish in
- | tough weather.. -~

- [A] Liquid Crystal. Cream and
liquid wax, 16-oz. size.
- Your choice

' [B] Simple Green. Multi-purpose

cleaner, 24 fl. oz .
Economy size, 67 fl.0z. ... .. i 6.47

.[C] Espree all-purpose or wire
wheel cleaner, 32-0z., or Bleche-
Wite whitewall cleaner, 32-0z.

© gconomy size.
Your choice

" [D] Turbo Wash Pulsator. Power
washer with pulsating action for"

- better cleaning. Ideal for cars, :
vans and RVs. Complete with Soft
Suds, 16-0z 7.97"
*After $5.00 mail-in rebate. See stores’

for details. -
 [E] Armer All Protectant.
~ Economy 32-oz. refill with

. 4-0z.cleanerand wash. . . 5.97
- Armor All Car Wash, 40-0z
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Save on the perfect
soundtrack for
summer roadtrips.

[A] Sparkomatic AM/FM Compact
Disc Player with 18-program tuner, -
scan, fader, 25-watt output. '
Model SR600....... 249.00

Sparkomatic AM/FM Stereo
Cassette Player w/locking FF.,
5-band equalizer, 4-way balance/
fader. Local/distance switch.
Madel SR38 ......... 69.00

[C] Sparkomatic AM/FM Stereo
Cassette Player with Speakers. Dual .
cone speakers complete with wiring.
Simple installation. Fits many cars
and trucks. While quantities last.
Model C45BP . ....... 49.00

[D] Cobra Emergency CB Radio 39
Plus. Instant emergency communi-
cation for-car or truck. 4-watt two
way radio that operates on all 40
CB channels ......... 49.0

[E] Sparkomatic Three-Way 6x9”

Speaker Set. Handles up to 160-watt
peak system power. Deck mounts.

Model SK693 . .....24.00 p: __

[F] Cobra Compact CB Radio. With

squelch, digital readout, LED signal

strength meter. Instant emergency
channel 8. Model C20. . .49.00

1
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_ = Car Audio Tip »
Ore of the best ways to improve
the sound in your car is to add
an amplifier/equalizer. Even at
low volume, the added power of

. the amplifier provides cleaner,

- crisper sound.

[A] Audiovox Amplifier/Equalizer.
50-watt equalizer w/dual power
meters. LED slide controls,

built-in fader... °

Model AMP 785-. . .. . .49.00

Audiovox Carpeted Portable < -
“~Speaker System. Handlesupta
150 watts, 8" woofer, 3%2" tweeter,
2" sub bass ports. .
" Model VB-2. ... ... 99.00 -

[€] Jensen ETR Stereo Cassette

. .wlauto reverse, 18 presets, seek
. and scan, tone and fader. 10 watts.
- Model CS4500 ... ... 119.00

| [D]Sony ETR Stereo Cassette

S Player w/auto reverse, 18 presets,
fader control, w/clock.

Model ESR-11 .. .... 139.00

‘[E] Whistier Radar Detector. Three

*segment LED readout array for

;X and K band monitoring. City/ *
Highway mode switch and indi-

- cator. One year warranty.

R LA PR 59.00

- Model numbers vary. WH280 or WH225,
- both 59.00. Not available in CT and VA.

The quality you need,
the price you want.
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. damaging sun rays. .. .. .. 1.47

Hurry in for
made-in-the-shade
savings.

~a Car Care Tip»

Besides reducing the temperature
inside your parked car, sunshades
can help prevent your car’s dash .
and front seat upholstery, from . .
prematurely aging and fading =~
due to the damaging mys uf
the sun.

25% off our everyday low prices
on Sunshades and Auto Fans.

[A] Folding Sunshade. Folding auto
_sunglasses shade, protects dash,
seat and steering wheel from

Jumbo Folding Sunshade.
Oversize to fit pick-ups or vans.
Assorted colors to choose

11,081 L9 0 SRR IR - g
Poster Sunshade ....... 1.85

[C ] Auto Roller Shade. Deluxe Glare
Guard auto window shade. Fits all
cars, vans and trucks. Retractable
roller action. Installs quickly
without tools. . . .. .. G B

(D] 6” - 12-Voit Car Fan. Handy |
for car, RV or van. :

12-voltsystem .. .. ..... 11.97 :

"*“TET _ -
Auto Mini-Fan. 4” fan with |
oscillating feature. Chrome-plated | on sale June 23-July 6, 1991,
-..bottom w/suction cup. Assorted - at most U.S.A. Kmart stores.

colors to choose from. . 5-22 :




0-60 mph ............7.0 sec
0-%mi............. 14.9 sec
Top speed.......est 112 mph
Skidpad ................0.91¢g

MAZDA RXT

gine. The starch-stiff sidewalls of the

Pirellis drum and thump over poor
road surfaces, turning the interior into
a personal resonation chamber.

UT SUCH MINOR cacophony
is forgiven when the re-
wards are considered. The
rack-and-pinion steering
uses an engine-speed-sensi-
tive assist that feels more
natural than the Turbo’s, with more
feedback at lower speeds. The brake
system, while retaining vented discs
all around (10.9 in. front, 10.8 in.
rear), makes do without ABS but re-
ceives Infini-specific front pads and
other minor alterations that reduce
brake pedal stroke by 3/8 in. and give
the brake pedal appreciable (and ap-
preciated) firmness. Stopping dis-
tances were somewhat shorter than
those of the last RX-7 Turbo we tested
(August 1988): 8 ft. less from 60 mph,

[NFINI IV

List price, Japan

.................... turbo, 2-rotor Wankel

est $21,000  Price as tested
Price as tested includes std equip. (BBS wheels, sport seats, Momo steering wheel, elect. adj
windows & mirrors).

Slaiom ............. 60.7 mph
Brake rating ....... very good

... est $21,000

Curb weight ...

----------------

Displacement ..............79.8cuin./1308cc  Testwelght.......cccevvrcennrenararenes 29251b
and 14 ft. less from 80. Bore width x chamber major axis: Welght Gist; 1/, % e cuvessecsavarasmonin 49/51
Surprisingly, what with less weight 3.15%9.45in./80.0x240.0mm  Wheelbase ......ccvrmreruumrersrareasans 95.7 in.
and s[lghlly more power, acceleration Compression ratio.. = 90 Trade i e e 57.1in./56.7in
times were not as quick as expected— Horsepower (JIS): 215 I:Ilp @ 6500 rpm Length e 169.9in.
?Oqeconds to 60 m hand |4958C TDI‘que 20’5“1-“@3500!1:1‘“ Width il 66.5in.
iy L - " Maximurnengnespeed.............. T000mm: Helght oo i vl et e 49.8 in
through the standing quarter mile. A FUELINJECHON +.. ..o Mazda elect. port  TIUNKSPACE .....e.veveevevermereneeces 19.0cuft
bit of wheel tramp off the line, a possi- FURL v s s unleaded, 87 pump oct

ble consequence of the sticky-com-
pound Pirellis, could have slowed the

DRIVETRAIN

Infini down a few tenths. TSSO o L e 5-sp manual
But that shouldn’t be a bother. Think Gear Ratio Overall ratio (Rpm) Mph
of the Infini as a rare treat for the Japa- :-I)St s s e e L I e Sl 1498105000 (7000) 32
Ao L M s UV G U S e 8.66:1........000000.. (7000) 56
nese market and a limited-production ac i (ol s ey BORi s i (7000) 81
test bed pointing the way to a leaner, PR R 0T b P R (6950) 112
meaner production RX-7 that will roll Sfipierive g et (PR EeiR i e 3.09:1...........est(5000) 112
into U.S. showrooms in 1992. Through FINAl drIVE FAUO....vverueereestssnesassasonasssersanassessnsnsnasassnsnsssssasnenasmasaransnses 4.30:1
the years, we’ve seen sports cars grow Englne rpm @ 60 mph in 5th . -+ 2675
]Islrgedr, :5ofler an;l f}e?lvier. “;Ihich makes CHASSIS & BODY ACCELERATION
ex?;iztir?gs rﬁiﬁﬁo%e‘l}?z:tri?li:lvae;a::e(;r; """""""" frotangiaeicoar duive. . Tl peed s
! o e Bodyfframe ........................... unit steel O30 Ml e e 22
market Infini’s chassis is truly represen- BrakeS, {/1 ........... 10.9-in. vented discs/  0-BOMP ..vuverueceeruceassnsresneas 70
tative of the new generation’s, and that 10.8-in. vented discs; vacuumassist ~ 0-80mph ..cvveeeieinrciiiiinien, 10.8
Mazda’s stylists have created a shape WheelSs.: i disdesdinsass forged alloy, 16 x7J  Time to distance
worthy of the mechanicals. 2 TIES vucanacssrassaresnrnsssnsnanns Pirelii P Zero, (0.5 L0, 0 i B G e R 3.1
205/55ZR-16 (8 e e R i 8.2
Steering.....c..-.. rack & pinion, powerasslst 0-1320ft (% mij)..........14.9 @ 94.0 mph
Turns, IocK tOIOCK ...uvvevsvassasnrnnnnaes
Suspension, f/r: MacPherson struts, m BRAKING
A-arms, coil springs, tube shocks, a i
Test Notes . . . bar/trailing arms, lower lateral links, Mlm"éétﬁ gdista:m
M Bothslalomand M Acceleration and semi-trailing links, floating hubs, coll From 80 mph

slalom times were
probably hindered a

skidpad testing
showcased the In-

springs, tube shocks, anti-roll bar

Pedaieffortforo Sgslop 161b
Fade, effort after six 0.5¢ stops from

fini's firm springing mite by our unfamil FUEL ECONOMY 60 mph
and resistance to iarity with the In P R e e 161b
body roll. Its steer- fini's right-hand OVETallbrakeranng ................. excellent
ing is quick—a nice driving position. [T LNy RO 111 A very good
feature because the With practice, both m
Infini's tail can step would surely Lateral accel (200-ft e
out abruptly. improve. Balance.. Ipad] mundemeer
Speedttwummm ...60.7 mph
i -ssuuuNeUtral

Subjective ratings consist of excellent, very good,

MWW

na means information Is not available.




Free Catalog
With Every Order!
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Heary The world's tavorite Grand Pra anaual
wiumtmm l:wbcﬁ.lt}nsm

Fangio: A Puelli Album
Moss. Juan Fango is. Gudte simply, the preat
est GP driver ever lunmnn;h“ln
have him 23 an opponent. teammate. & fnend
3 Moss theows asde the impersonal record
books to reveal the man behund the legend
Dene 11 assocubon with Mercedes Beru 164
.50 bw. 200 color il
6256AP

BRM: The Full Story

Nye & Rudd. Volume 1. 194560, the “front
enpined” years. Packed with ilustrations &
rmn ynpublished informanon with all
[he facts & ils avadtable on lhe early
BRMs. Includes drvers Mays. Fangio. Moss.
& Goruzaler, & such cars a3 the early ‘503
uuis“ls-ﬂh'ﬂim 256 pgs.. 250

L]

& color i@l
(1T T $84.95
Avaladle 81551

Scarab

Lernes. The predecessor of the Cobra & Chap
arral. these hustonc racers are exclusnvely
covered for the first tme in book form. Great
pture Lhe Scarabs

Carroll Shelby's Racing Cobra

Fredman & Christy This book concentrales
on he legendary competbon Cobras. Chns
expenenced the era of the Shely team firs!
hand & recorded s hestory s.‘:nﬂl.z
recommend il 1o Cobra freaks J
lnanmdmxmuum Foad &
Track 208 pgs. 407 10

115475AP .........
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RESTORY &

INATION

Fermuceio Lamborghini humsedl, plus scores

of rare pholos & specs covering 196331

256 pes.. bundreds of color pholos.

TN oo icaacrenininan $29.95

Alfa Romeo Giulia

Hislery & Restoration Alfa Remeo Spiders & Coupes

Braden Includes one-olfs. Zapalos. TZZ. GTA  Bremner. A tharough model by-model look ot

i e o
com compeltion cars, pur-

mmmua&:ﬂw Com m&mmm?mm,mmﬁ

mm:mm%ﬁdmh ls & peoduction & performance Figures are o in

information. 192 pgs., 300 4L cluded. 160 pgs. 1501l

LIGZIZAP ..ocvvnvncoonses $2495 11630BAE ................ $42.95

Avaitable /1581 ¥
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beasuie &
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Lotus Espril
Crombac. Speed xTe & luzury in s finest
form. Follow Lotus & the Esprt through ther
development 1o the Turbo SE of today Sren

of the cars & enpines. st

[ -]

natng photos of the manulactuning process.  lent guide to enpine & suspension mods. In
& exceptional color pholography caphure the  Cludes 2 !mue te bolt-on allermarket
style & beauty of the Esont Turbo ext in Tmm 1

Engush French & takan 95 pgs 17 bbw  115239AP 51595
58 colo ill

1163100 ......... e 34995
Triumph Spitfire & GT6
Robson. Detalled modelby model descrip
bons. techmical & restoration details, & an
invaluable reference cata. Detailed photos &

Miata MX-5 Guide

Lamm Covers all the delals your cwnery
manual misses. The developmenl. desqs
anatyus. Lotus/AMaMats companson. ows
ing bps. possible problem areas. & an excet

r E-Type Six-Cylinder
Restoration Guide
Haddock A complete & profusely dlusiraed
1u:a 1o restoration. nght down to the hey fsb
spark plugs. E component i3 carefuly
detaled & all seral & olther
Lsted to assure authenbcty & onpralty Is
cludes heipful bps & a guide to r mbon,

gk e s L 501l gmm;nfhon & value 256 pgs biw
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Salon:

ROMEQ
€ 2900

COUPE

More proof that function
needn’t compromise form

BY JOHN LAMM

PHOTOS BY THE AUTHOR

vy NikON was out of control. Eastman Kodak

stock was rising by the minute as one roll after

another of exposed Kodachrome disappeared

back into my camera bag. But sometimes you

just can’t help yourself, and that lovely day at
Alfa Romeo’s test track in Balocco, Italy was one of those
times. They’d brought out the 1938 8C 2900 Le Mans
coupe for us to phouwmph and 1 was a goner. There
is no bad angle on the car. High, low, long lens or
short, the Nikon was smokin’.

We have a rule here at R&T that once a type
of car has been featured in a Salon, it
shouldn’t be done again for years. That rule
doesn’t apply to Alfa’s 8C 2900s. (See Phil
Hill’s Salon of the 1937 Touring Spider,
R&T., May 1989.)

The heritage of the big Alfas explains
much about why the **2.9s” are so loved. Vit-
torio Jano, who is just this side of sainthood in
Italian automotive circles, designed the line of
Alfas that progressed from 6C 1500 (6 cylinders,
1500 cc) to 6C 1750, 8C 2300, 8C 2600 and finally
8C 2900. Along the way, he created such wonder cars
as the 8C 2300/2600 Monza (to many minds the ultimate
vintage car) and the P3 Grand Prix machine. Those are
only the highlights, but they were enough to establish Alfa
Romeo’s reputation for decades, so that even when its pro-
duction cars were of marginal interest, the Alfa name still
warmed many hearts.

Incidentally, as is fitting for such special automobiles,
there’s even a special book about 8C 2900s, and if you
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have a serious automotive library, it needs a copy of Simon
Moore’s The Immortal 2.9 (Parkside Publications, 999
Third Ave., Suite 3210, Seattle, Wash. 98104). Simon not
only describes all the cars in detail, but has filled the book
with excellent photos and, most important, a genuine en-
thusiasm for the cars.

Fewer than 40 8C 2900s were made, and any one of them
could be featured in a Salon, but five were even more spe-
cial. Four of the group are quite well known, as they made
up the 1938 Mille Miglia team. These are the beautiful open
Touring-bodied machines that finished 1-2 that year in the
famous Brescia-Rome-Brescia run in which Clemente Bion-

I Twin finned
superchargers grace the
side of the Alfa's

detti beat Carlo Pintacuda by less than 2 minutes over the
12-hour enduro. One of these cars also won the 24-hour
race at Spa that year, while the Pintacuda entry became one
of Phil Hill’s early race cars. Known nowadays as much for
their beauty as their race record, the 8C 2900 MMs look as
natural in a concours as on a race circuit.

The fifth of those chassis—No. 412033—was set aside to
be built as a coupe for Le Mans. Again Touring was the
source of the body, which is one of the most exciting you'll
find from any pre-World War II automobile. There’s
something about the long-hood, short-cabin proportions
that gives the Alfa a combination of aggressiveness and
style. Your eyes move quickly to tlfc details, to the many
louvers and the way the wire wheels fill the wheel arches,
though the car raced at Le Mans without the rear-wheel
covers. The roofline of the little cockpit is rather like that
on several small Fiat Aerodinamica coupes seen each year
on the historic Mille Miglia, but the shape works even bet-
ter on acar of the 2.9s size. Incidentally, those large panels
behind the front wheels are removable so the mechanics
didn’t have to skin their knuckles to service the engine.

he cockpit, is tight, with little room and simple
leather-covered seats that have a divider be-
tween them, presumably to hold the driver in
place on right-hand turns. The pair of large
dashboard gauges is typical of 2.9s: The one on the right
displays speed and the temperature and pressure of the oil.
On the left is the tachometer with a small clock at the bot-
tom and—unusual for 2.9s—a needle that indicates fuel
pressure rather than fuel level.

Technically, the Le Mans car was the same as the Mille
Miglia cars with detail changes to allow for the different
natures of the two events. At a time when independent
suspensions were new to many automakers, Alfa had them
at both ends of the 2900s. For the front, there are upper
and lower trailing arms in a design not unlike that on early
Volkswagen Beetles and Porsches. Both the coil spring and
damping device are contained in a single unit. At the back

straight-8 block. Bulge
in the camshaft cover Is
a tip-off that cam drive
is taken off the center
of the crank.
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are a swing arm and trailing arm on each side, damped by
a combination of hydraulic and friction shocks on each
wheel and sprung by transverse leaves. Steering is by worm
and sector, while the hydraulic brakes have steel liners in
aluminum drums. The Le Mans car was fitted with brake
cooling scoops front and rear.

The stunning engine is another film burner, a straight-8
divided into a pair of fours by a train of gears that drives
the camshafts and blowers. The crankcase is cast magne-
sium and split horizontally in the middle. Atop this is the
cylinder block and head, which is one piece—testa fissa,
(**fixed head” in Italian)—with steel cylinder liners. The
heads have two valves per cylinder and the typical Alfa
Romeo hemispherical combustion chambers, fed by a We-
ber carburetor and a supercharger for each set of four cyl-
inders. It's said the race cars had a compression ratio of
6.5:1, though it wasn’t unusual for race teams to lower the
compression when racing at Le Mans on the required fuel.
Like the rest of the engine, the crankshaft is a pair of fours
joined at the center geartrain and spinning in a total of 10
main bearings. With a displacement of 2904 cc, the
straight-8 in racing trim had a claimed 220-225 horsepow-
er at 5400 rpm. Multiplate clutches were used in the racing
2.9s, turning a crankshaft-speed driveshaft that leads to a
4-speed transaxle.

This was Alfa’s main entry at Le Mans in 1938, consid-
ered unusual as it was a coupe. Also unusual was the lead
the car managed to take. Raymond Sommer and Clemente
Biondetti left the Delahayes and Darracgs in the dust—11
laps back by midmorning on Sunday—and Sommer set
fastest lap of the event at 96.18 mph. Unfortunately, Alfa
Corse’s Mille Miglia luck deserted it; first a tire blew while
the 2.9 was on the Mulsanne Straight, then either a valve or
the transmission failed.

And that was it for 412033. One of the most beautiful of
all Alfas was retired. Sold to a gentleman in Rome, it lan-
guished in Livorno where it was found in the late Sixties
by Count Giovanni Lurani and Corrado Cupellini. After
some exterior refurbishing, the car was sold to Colin

Crabbe, the well-known English collector and dealer
whose name has appeared in these pages in conjunction
with such cars as the 12-cylinder Auto Union Grand Prix

_car. The Le Mans 2.9 went next to Lord Doune in Scot-

land, and then to a pair of highly regarded English enthusi-
asts, Mike Sparken and his wife, Carol Spagg.

hat appealed to us,” Sparken recalls, *'is that

it’s a very special car, it is a one-off body

that’s unbelievable for the period, and that

the car was untouched. I've never seen a car
so original inside . . . outside it’s obviously been painted a
few times. .. but inside, the car was untouched. We re-
built the engine and checked it mechanically. but did noth-
ing to the inside, so the feeling was of a car in nice original
condition. I think there’s no price for that. You can buy a
new interior, but so what?”

As Sparken points out, that same feeling extends to driv-
ing the Alfa: “The car behaves much more like an early
postwar car than a prewar. The steering is so light and pre-
cise, and the general feeling is like that of a Ferrari. Fur-
thermore, the engine, which has a minimum of 220
horsepower, has a lot of torque, though the ratio that’s in it
is too low for what the car could do. At Le Mans it obvious-
ly had a much higher one. So the general impression is that
of a postwar berlinetta. In fact, I've driven early postwar
Ferrari Berlinettas and the Alfa is a sight better. The gear-
box is magic, though it is on all 2.9s.. . . it’s just the way
they were built.”

Magic, yes, but then Sparken and Spagg traded the Le
Mans Alfa. Before you wonder how they could part with
such an automobile, listen to what they got in exchange. It
wasn’t money. Alfa Romeo felt it had to display the coupe
in the company’s excellent museum. What could it offer
for the 2.9? The only Alfa that could possibly rank above
the Le Mans machine, of course, a 158/159 Alfetta Grand
Prix car. So what if it was a car that had been slightly canni-
balized when Alfa prepped the 158/159s it used for display
and exhibits? The chassis was complete and ready to be put
in running order. (If you visit Milan, you can see the carin
the factory museum, but be sure to make prior arrange-
ments by writing to Alfa Romeo’s U.S. Public Relations
Department, P.O. Box 598026, Orlando, Fla. 32859.)

Was it difficult to part with the coupe?

“Yes and no,” Sparken answers. ““The dream of a life-
time had been to own an Alfetta . . . an impossible dream,
which suddenly realized itself. It wasn’t too hard. Carol
and I would end up with an Alfetta or we’d keep the coupe,
and either way we’d be happy.”

Oftentimes when we do Salons at R&T, we also get a
chance to drive the car. In this case, just a ride at Balocco
was enough. As you might suspect from the photos. the
interior is cramped. And as a race car, it’s noisy. But the
sounds were wonderful: gear whines from blower and gear-
box, and the bellow of the engine.

_ Sparken explains the car’s appeal: “It’s pretty noisy, hav-
ing a racing engine, and you’re inside with the transmission
and all that. Because it’s a coupe, you hear it more and you
really feel in total communion with the machine. . . and
it's very thrilling because it's so fast, accelerates so much
and handles so well. I can’t think of another prewar car
that would bring that sort of feeling.”
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Ford Explorer XLT

1TH 10,775 MILES on the
odometer, our Explorer
has developed its first
significant problem.
The automatic front
hubs refuse to engage 4-
wheel drive at normal highway speed;
a full stop or walking speed is re-
quired. Once engaged, however, 4wd
works fine, but hitting the 4wd button
while on the fly causes a loud ratchet-
ing whine from the hubs.

Before we had a chance to com-
plain, Ford called and told us the
problem had been discovered, along
with a solution: thinner oil in the hubs
and an adjustment to the clutch in the
transfer case and increased tolerance
in hub components. The problem is
covered under the $50 deductible
drivetrain warranty.

We also received a recall notice that
the rear bumper brackets should be re-
inforced if a bumper-mounted hitch
ball is used. Our XLT has the heavy-
duty frame-mounted hitch, so no
work is required.

What else? In cold weather, warm
airflow in the footwell tends to miss

»

PHOTO BY DOUGLAS KOTT

your feet, so feet stay cool while the
rest of you warms up.

Otherwise, no other problems have
been encountered, and the XLT con-
tinues to give solid, rattle-free, trou-
ble-free service with a high level of
comfort and quietness. The only
scheduled or required maintenance
has been a first and only oil change, at
7500 miles, and the engine has con-
sumed no oil between changes.

Jotalmiles ol s o bl 10,775
Miles since 1St report .....ovvveeienernriinenens 4548
Average mpgtodate .......ovveinniniinennninnnnns 16.2
Best mpg since last report (aVE 0f 3).......cuuuuns 175
Worst mpg since last report (avgof 3) ............ 13.1
Repalrcoststodate...iivi i i 0
Maintenance costs to date......cvuvrenirnrenanans $18
Hsthficans i ol e s o $21,519
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Volkswagen Corrado

UR LONG-TERM Corrado
made a couple of lengthy
journeys since the last up-
date (R&T, May 1991),
trips that are normally re-
served for larger coupes or
sedans in our test-car fleet. But the
VW proved itself to be a fine open-
road tourer.

Despite its small size, the Corrado
comfortably transported four people
and a full load of luggage from our
Newport Beach office across the Mo-
jave Desert to Las Vegas. The rear-seat
passengers were surprised at the leg
room and seating position. Then, at
20,042 miles, our canary-yellow
coupe dashed up the Pacific coast to
San Francisco; each excursion lasted
approximately seven hours.

The Corrado’s G-Lader-charged en-
gine performed admirably, though lack-
ing in bottom-end power, and the easy-
to-use trip computer proved useful.

In February—10 months after we
first received the Corrado—we had to

- replace the wipers at a cost of $15.

oA e e e s s 21,052
Miles since [ast report ......ccevvevnreneannencnes 4447
Average mpgtodate.......ccevereesrnrnssnnannnas 244
Best mpg since last report (avg 0f 3).....veeneeeee 29.3
Worst mpg since last report (avg 0f 3) .....eceenee 19.9
Repaircoststodate......covvenearireranenenanns $302
Maintenance costs todate.......cuerernsrrrances $179
Lstpicaie sl i e $19,525



SOME ARE BORN GREAT

SOME ACHIEVE GREATNESS.
AND SOME HAVE GREATNESS
THRUST UPON THEM.

ONE CAR MANAGES ALL THREE.

THE M[TSUBISHI 3000GT

- -
—

J |

MOTOR TR

CAR OF THE YEAR.

With its all-wheel drive, four-wheel steering, and 300 horsepower,
the Mitsubishi 3000GT unquestionably was born great. Generating
immediate press and showroom enthusiasm, it quickly achieved great-
ness. And now, winning Motor Trend's Import Car of the Year Award,
greatness has been thrust upon it. Yet this is hardly the first time that
Moator Trend has honored Mitsubishi.

A Mitsubishi Galant was Motor Trends Top Buy in Import Sport
Sedans for 1990 { Galant GS) and 1991 { Galant VR-4). And Motor Trend
Import Car of the Year in 1989,

The Mitsubishi Eclipse Turbo was Motor Trends Top Buy in Import
Sport Coupes for 1990. And again for 1991.

IMPORT

The Mitsubishi Montero was Motor Trends Top Buy in Sport Utility
vehicles in 1989. And all this is the recognition of just one publication.

Now the Diamante, Mitsubishi’s all-new luxury performance sedan,
has been voted Japans Car of the Year.

Will it garner more awards on its arrival in America May 15th? The
answer is patently obvious, if history is any indication.

For the Mitsubishi Motors dealer nearest you call 1-800-447-4700.

MITSUBISHI A,

The word is getting around.
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0 Grande Prémio do Brasil

OWEET VICTORY

Senna finally wins at home . >
BY INNES IRELAND '

s il Bt ot

s - -

T INTERLAGOS, HIS home cir-
cuit in Sdo Paulo, Ayrton
Senna achieved his long-
held ambition to win the
Brazilian Grand Prix: Seven

into corners, from the moment Senna
with his 6-speed box—to say nothing
of the enormous low-down punch
from the Honda V-12—floored the
throttle, he rapidly opened a gap on

times he'd tried and failed.
To him it was the most important win
of his remarkable career.

But is was a close-run thing, too
close for comfort.

The new Williams-Renaults may
have been way off the pace in Phoenix,
but in Brazil they were a major threat.
Riccardo Patrese and Nigel Mansell
were gridded 2nd and 3rd, bested only
by Senna’s 54th career pole. And in the
Sunday morning warmup, Mansell set
the quickest time,

The overcast before the start was
gloomy, rain threatening as the cars
took their places on the grid.

In the race, Senna came around
with a slight lead ending the 1st lap,
but it soon became obvious he wasn’t
going to walk away from Mansell’s
Williams-Renault. Equally obvious
was that Patrese, in 3rd place, could
not keep up, the balance of his car not
to his liking. Jean Alesi was hanging
on behind, followed by Gerhard
Berger, Nelson Piquet, Alain Prost
and Stefano Modena in the first of the
Tyrrell-Hondas.

Senna was having to drive harder
than he wished, and even so, with
Mansell being more cautious on full
tanks, the gap never reached 3 sec-
onds. Then Mansell began to close,
lapping consistently faster than Senna
who, then able to set the pace, eased
back about a second per lap, Mansell
having to do the same once he was on
the McLaren’s tail. Mansell could not
challenge to take the lead because he
had a 5-, not a 6-speed gearbox (of
which more anon), and although he
was climbing all over the McLaren
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the Williams.

Mansell suddenly lost 5 sec. on lap
25 and came into the pits next time
around for tires. The wheel change it-
self was completed in 7.5 sec. but the
car sat motionless for an agonizing fur-
ther 7.5 sec. while Mansell struggled to

engage lst gear, dropping to Sth place
by the time he regained the track.
Senna came in next time around but
was on his way again in 7 sec. and still
well in the lead although he missed a
gearchange on the way out. Could this
have been the start of his troubles?
With others stopping for tires, Man-
sell was soon back to 2nd place, whit-
tling away at Senna’s lead until it was
below 3 sec. Mansell then began to
lose time with what proved to be a

QoD FrEAR
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Senna breaks from the crowd en route to his 28th
Grand Prix victory, surpassing Jackie Stewart’s total of
27. The win Is Senna’s first in Brazil.
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puncture. Aftera slow 10-sec. pitstop,
he was still 2nd, but 34 sec. down. En-
couraged by learning Senna’s lap
times were slowing, Mansell pressed
on in typical fashion giving his all, the
gap less than 20 sec. with 11 laps still
to run, when suddenly he spun to a
halt. He started off again, then, very
fed up, pulled onto the grass and
climbed out. A splendid, fighting
drive but one that came to naught.

Patrese was now lying 2nd and, al-
though well down, was knocking large
lumps out of Senna’s lead. It was ob-
vious the McLaren had a problem,
and by listening to the Honda engine
around the slow corners, one could tell
the gearbox was stuck in a high ratio.

Senna’s gearchange mechanism
had been playing up almost since
Mansell's second pitstop, losing 4th
altogether, then 5th intermittently;
3rd was difficult to find and 6th se-
lected when not wanted.

It says much for Senna’s mechani-
cal sympathy that he was able to adapt
his driving to cope with his problems
by changing his line in places. In those
last laps when stuck in 6th, his lap
times were remarkably quick; his slow-
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A Mansell, In the Williams FW14-Renault, kept Senna In his sights until a spin ended his day late In the race.

est was just 8 sec. down on his fastest
of the race.

But he was saved by the rain, which
had threatened for some time. Down it
came as he approached the start line for
his last lap, and slithering about on his
slick tires, Ayrton was able to maintain
the 3-sec. lead over Patrese. Berger
came next followed by Prost, Piquet
and Alesi, all close together, a mere
23.641 sec. covering these first six.

T WAS AN emotional victory,

the locals overjoyed, Senna

overcome after his car ground

to a halt before it reached the

pits. Finally he was taken from

his car to the podium obvious-

ly in great discomfort from having his

seatbelts done up too tightly. While he

struggled with his car in those last 15

laps, taxing the last ounce of his fi-

nesse, the anxiety of losing his home

race yet again weighed heavily on his

reserves of strength. It all showed in

his bearing for he could hardly lift the

trophy above his head before the wild-
ly cheering fans.

Later, when the relief of his victory

had finally sunk in, Senna said God

had given him this race. And if it was
God who commanded that rain to fall,
then I think Senna was right.

God given or not, it was to my mind
the best drive of his career.

It is high time somebody came up
with a machine to challenge McLaren-
Honda on equal terms, not just to pick
up a win when the red-and-white cars
are out of luck. The new Williams
FW 14-Renault demonstrated in Bra-
zil that it is unquestionably more com-
petitive than the FW 13 of last season
and has the potential to give the
McLaren MP4/6 a good run for its
money. The all-new RS3 Renault en-
gine is a great improvement over the
RS2, but of the four starts the FW 14
has made so far, there have been three
retirements because of gearbox mal-
functions. Even in Brazil, Patrese
struggled with his gearchange mecha-
nism and was lucky to finish 2nd.

The transverse gearbox is semiauto-
matic, the change mechanism com-
puter-controlled and hydraulically
operated. During a visit to the factory
in the calm after the Brazilian race, I
was able to talk to Adrian Newey, the
designer who has recently joined Wil-



IF YOU DON'T HAVE
A RIKEI:KI,)EAI.ER NEAR YOU,

RIKEN ZTX-45/50/55
RADIALS

* “1" Speed Rated

* SO/A/A-UTQG Rated, Sizes 235/45IRT7,
5/45IR18

» TM/A/A-UTOG Rated, Al Other Sizes

135/501R15 5 Sa o 17

WSSOI ,oivoiinivnriansenas 3143
225/50IR15 . SRR LY
J0S/55IR16 . ... $163
SISIRG ...l .$182
proip | RERE R R | 1 4
PUS/SOIRYE .........ovvnenn.. 3185
POSS/SOTRIG ................ $192
BVERY ..........c0cee .. §207

RINEN MR-V 50/55 RADIALS
* “¥* Spoed Rated

« 720/A/A-UTOG Rated, Except 13°/W"

Sizes 180/A/A

« All-Seoson Treod

POS/SORI3-BAV" .. ..ooiiiininna.s 100
PAS/SOVRM® ..ooenvnnniiinnas S145
195/50R15-81V ... .. 8106
205/50015-85Y ... REFERRL 1 | | ]
225/50R15-90V ... $129
195/50816-83V" . .. $125
205/50R16-86V° . . . $144
205/55R16-88Y ... $133
75/50R16-9V ... ceaanass S150
FR4S/S0R16-9EY . .. M | [ |
PISS/SORIE-FTY . ..ot S164

“Woa A/S Freod - Riken Rodial 50, #68-501

RIKEN VTX-60/70
RADIALS
-y hﬁ
+ 200/A/A-UTQG Rated-60 Series
+ 1B0/A/A-UTOG Rated-70 Series
WSEORUBI v eeeeennranaianr § 71
o § 8
. 3W
.3 90
50
e $ 95
[
.. 5101
.81
.83

RIKEN STX 60/65/70
RADIALS
« *H* Speed Rated

* » Z30/NA-UTQG Rated-60/65 Series

+ 300/A/A-UTOG Roted-70 Serles
» All-Season Tread

185/60R14-82H
195/60R14-85H
205/80R14-87H
215/60R14-B5H
F225/60RM-54H
195/60015-86H . .
205/60R15-B5H .

PISSIBORIS-I0TH - oneeeeeeeaaanns
PIIRIORIS-I0TH oo eeeancnes

65 Serles

19S/BSRM-BIH . .. ovnncinnennnens
185/65R15-87H ..
195/65R15-91H . ...
205/65R15-93Y ......

PRIS/BSRIS-TSH . .ovveaens

BINSHS SSE=

RIKEN MR-160/65 RADIALS

H Rated

+ 720/A/A-UTOG Roted « All-Season Treed
1OS/B0RI3-B0H . ..o cueteiiaainen 51
205/60R13-B5H ... .. LS8
185/60R14-82H . ... ... 80
195/6004-85H ... ... (]
205/L0RU-BTH ... 58
25/60R14-85H ....... . .. 10
PRIS/GORM-TAH .. n
P235/60R1-97H L]
195/60R15-86H . . (1
205/60R15-85H . 1
215/60R15-50H . . n
P225/60R15-95H n
185/65R14-85H . . ]
195/65R14-89H . . 4]
185/65R15-8TH .. ... &
195/65015-500 . . ... 10
205/65R15-93H ... 1
205/65R15-93V ... n
P215/65R15-95H

RIKEN STAR-BLAZER
WHEELS

* One-Pieca Alumisum

= Lett ond Right Directicn Rotation
« Chroma, Machined-Blodk Finishes
Ch l:o.mn-ﬂuili"

RIKEN-STAR WHEELS
* One-Pieca Alymiaym
« Chrome, Mochised-Block Flaishes
?lt“gm- Plated®

RIKEN VTX WHEELS

« Two-Pieca Modular Aluminum
« Black, Gold, Madhined-Silver or White

Finishes with Block Bolty/Clear-Coated
[ R
.71 TR
&al5*
5" .

$128

TAT G R )

RIKEN STX WHEELS
« Two-Piece Modular Aluminum
« Modhined-Blodk Finish with
: ;:Et Bolts/Clear-Coated

RIKEN CUSTOM AND
CUSTOM RTX/RTW

WHEELS
» Two-Pieca Modulor Alumiaum
« Block, Gold, Machined-Blodk, Sifver or
Whita Finisbes/Oeor-Coated

EAST
1-800-237-0780
WEST
1-800-421-1838

CALIFORNIA

1-800-262-1144

C0.D, erders)

mums AND BALANCING:
mmnumugm'

FREE DELIVERY (via U.PS.)

Ol Ve dowin, e




liams from Leyton House. He told me
the problem is with the ‘“hardware”
not the *“‘software.”

One of the drawbacks to a hydraulic
gearchange system is that it has no sen-
sitivity. Whereas a mechanical gear-
change allows a driver to sense or
“feel” a problem and take steps to
overcome it, or at least be gentle with
the mechanism, a hydraulic system

Brazilian Grand Prix

cannot. The hydraulic system (in the
case of the Williams, operating at
around 1500 psi) will just ram the
gearchange through regardless of any
balking that might be taking place.
Similarly, if a clutch is beginning to
drag a little on disengaging, a driver
will automatically compensate by de-
pressing the pedal further or slowing
down his gearchange rate. Again, the
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Sao Paulo—March 24, 1991
Driver Car Laps Qualifying

1 Ayrton Senna .............. #1 Mclaren MP4/6-Honda (G)...... vensd Luseasana (1) 1:16.392
2 Riccardo Patrese........... #6 Williams FW14-Renault (G)......... 71........(2) 1:16.775
3 Gerhard Berger ......seueu. #2 Mclaren MP4/6-Honda (G)......... T8 RS (4) 1:17.471
4 Alain Prost ...ceveveienennes #27 Ferrari 642 (G).cveenrereennieraninnes 711 ki e (6) 1:17.739
5 Nelson Piquet......oveenss #20 Benetton BI90B-Ford (P)........... Tl (7) 1:18.577
6 Jean Alesi c..cuieinianiannn #28 Ferrar 642 (G)..cvevererecennninsanns T e (5) 1:17.601
7 Roberto Moreno ........... #19 Benetton B190B-Ford (P)........... 05 (14) 1:19.360
8 Gianni Morbidelli........... #24 Minardi M191-Ferrari (G) ...ccvvussd 69 (21) 1:20.502
9 Mika Hakkinen............. #11 Lotus T.102B-Judd (G).............. 68.......(22) 1:20.611
10 Thierry Boutsen.......... .. #25 Ligier JS35-Lamborghini (G)........ 6800 (18) 1:19.868
11 Emanuele Pirmo ............ #21 Dallara BMS191-Judd (P)........... 685 (12) 1:19.305
12 Martin Brundle............. #7 Brabham BT59Y-Yamaha (P)....... BT (26) 1:21.280
13 Bertrand Gachot* ......... #32 Jordan 191-Ford (G)..uvevivrennnnsd B3 a (10) 1:18.882

DNF Nigel Mansell .............. Williams FW14-Renault (G)...cveurueenvnrnsens (3) 1:16.843

DNF Erik Comas.......... :: Ligier JS35-Lamborghinl (G) ..eeevsseeeranns (23) 1:21.168

DNF Pierluigi Martini ....ouvees Minardi M191-Ferrari (G) vvvveeensnnrennnansen (20) 1:20.175

DNF Mark Blundell .....ocuvuueee Brabham BT59Y-Yamaha (P)....cc.ceereuruses (25) 1:21,230

DNF Eric Bernard........eeuneees Larrousse/Lola 91-Ford DFR  (G)..-vx0ueeess (11) 1:19.291 .

DNF J.J. Leht0..iuaueernannsares Dallara BMS191-Judd (P).suvevessernensnnanee (19) 1:19.954

DNF Andrea de Cesaris......... #33 Jordan 191-FOrd (G) eveurverenseennsunsnnanes (13) 1:19.339

DNF Stefano Modena........... #4 Tyrrell 020-Honda (P)..ccvveiineianinnsanennns (9) 1:18.847

DNF Ivan Capelli ...cc.euvvennns #16 Leyton House CGO11-1IMOr (G) «.eveeuvesssen (15) 1:19.517

DNF Satoru Nakajima........... #3 Tyrrell 020-Honda (P).veeeeeisvraeeesievsnnans (16) 1:19.546

DNF Mauricio Gugelmin......... #15 Leyton House CGO11-IImor (G) .eceenevrusnsns (8) 1:18.664

DNF Aguri SuzuKi....osesseeese. #30 Larrousse/Lola 91-Ford DFR  (G)..vevivnenens (17) 1:19.832

DNF Gabriele Tarquini........... #17 AGS JH25-FOrd DFR  (G) vuusuvecarsnsannensnns [24} 1:21.219

DNQ Alex Caffi ...cccoveninsnennnns #10 Footwork A11C-Porsche (G)....ccceeieensrnnannn. 1:22,190

DNQ Stefan Johansson ......... #18 AGS JH25-FOrd DFR (G) cvesvvinsnsvensrsrnnnnnsess 1:22,432

DNQ Michele Alboreto Footwork A1 1C-Porsche (G) ...cussresesssrenessass 1:22.739

DNQ Julian Bailey...couvureransas Lotus T.102B-Judd (G).eevuresvnnsrarssaranresnnes 1:23,590

DNP Eric van de Poele ... g Modena 291-Lamborghinl (G)...csvernesnsnensanss 1:21.919

DNP Nicola Larini.....u.us Modena 291-Lamborghinl (G)...c.ievveeieennnnnns 1:22.944

DNP Pedro Chaves .....ceisaess Coloni C4-Ford (G) .. el 1 220,231

DNP Olivier Grouil!ard ........... #14 Fondmetal 1 ME- Ford DFR {G) .. 1:23.951

DNF (did not finish), DNQ (did not qualify), DNP (did not pre-qualify); (G) Goodyeart:res (P] Pirelli tires.

*Classified, not running at finish.

Retirements: Mansell, gearbox, 59 laps completed; Comas, oil cooler, 50; Martini, spin, 47; Blundell,

clutch, 34; Bernard, clutch, 33; Lehto, alternator, 22; De Cesaris, spin, 20; Modena, transmission, 19;

Capelli, engine, 16; Nakajima, spin, 12; Gugeimin, injury, 9; Suzuki, fuel pump, O; Tarquini, spin, 0.

Distance: 71 laps of 2.687-mile circuit—

190.777 miles.

Average speed: 116.266 mph. (Record,

117,595 mph, Prost, Ferrari 641, 1990.)

Fastest lap: Mansell, 1:20.436, 120.279

mph. (Record, 1:19.899, 121.068 mph,

Berger, McLaren MP4/5B-Honda, 1990.)

Champlonship points: Senna 20, Prost 9,

Patrese, Piquet 6, Berger 4, Modena 3,

Nakajima 2, Alesi, Suzuki 1.
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hydraulic system shows no such me-
chanical sympathy.

In Mansell’s case both his retire-
ments have been caused by breakages
in the gearbox. In Brazil his mecha-
nism rammed through a downchange
from 5th to 1st gear, which caused the
spin, so one can imagine the punish-
ment to which the internals of the box
were subjected.

I mentioned earlier that Mansell
had a 5-speed gearbox in Brazil. This
was due to problems encountered in
practice, and it was decided to space
out the ratios so that 5th was effective-
ly 6th; with only five gears to worry
about there was less chance of a mal-
function.

In Phoenix, Patrese’s spin was also
caused by a wrong gear being hydrau-
lically selected although he could have
continued had he not been rammed by
Roberto Moreno.

In Brazil Patrese’s late-race laps
when he was catching Senna hand
over fist were agony, particularly after
the rain started. Already in trouble
with his gearbox selector, he had been
told to do whatever was necessary to
try and finish. His instincts told him to
go for it in the wet, but his sense of
team discipline said “‘no.

I had a call from Patrick Head, chief
designer at Williams, on his return
from testing at Imola shortly after the
Brazilian race. The problem with the
change mechanism has been with tol-
erances and clearances. Prior to the
test, much work was done in the area
of dimension control, tightening up
clearances to minimize any “‘sloppi-
ness.” It seems to have had the desired
effect, for the team put in enough laps
to work on the chassis setup. In fact,
Patrese’s Williams was quickest in the
Imola testing, even quicker than Sen-
na’s McLaren.

There is much to look forward to at
San Marino because the Williams
team has made—it is hoped—another
substantial step forward. Benetton
will be there with its new John Bar-
nard-designed B191, which I saw for
the first time recently. Significantly it
has a nose and front wing section simi-
lar to the Tyrrell, and uses the latest
Series V Ford engine revving to 13,500
rpm. Footwork-Porsche will also be
there with its new V-12-powered car.

Don’t rule out Ferrari either; on
home ground the team usually man-
ages to pull a rabbit out of the hat. @




T WAS A strange scene, replete

with the symbolism of a tele-

vision movie. On the tarmac

at Los Angeles International

Airport rested the cars of the

Formula 1 and Indy-car cham-
pionships. So similar. And yet so dif-
ferent. The Fl equipment had been
flown in from Europe and would soon
be airfreighted to Phoenix for tlie first
Grand Prix of the season. Nearby, the
Indy cars were being loaded onto a
pair of 747s. They would soon be
bound for CART’s first race outside
North America. Here at LAX, the two
series were as close as they had ever
been. Politically, they stood about as
far apart as they could ever be. In vio-
lation of FIA rules, American Indy
cars were being exported overseas.
Not to Europe or Japan, but to Surfers
Paradise, a beach resort on Australia’s
beautiful Gold Coast.

Located 75 km south of Brisbane,
Surfers Paradise has, well, surfers,
though its center of gravity is tourism.
Among Australians it has a reputation
for commercialism and glitz, yet the
Gold Coast seems quaint by American
standards. The skyline is controlled by
concrete and glass-tower condos and
the occasional international ritz hotel,
true enough, but they’re offset by mod-
est bungalow apartments and fleabag
stucco hotels. The Big Rooster Drive-
Thru Restaurant stands within hailing
distance of the ultra-swank Yamegen
Japanese Restaurant. The funk con-
flicts with the flash, but always inter-
estingly. It gives the place an openness
and, with that, a sense of adventure.

The 2.7-mile course at Surfers ran
along the beach, formed from the re-
sort’s Esplanade and Pacific Highway
thoroughfares. The track was narrow,
comprising two long straightaways
slowed by chicanes and featuring hard
90-degree left-hand turns.

By Friday, the pits and garages were
crowded. All around were CART offi-
cials, Goodyear technicians, Gold
Coast staffers and VIPs who had
snagged pit passes and were dressed as
smartly as if invited to picnic with the
Prince. Yes, the Indy scene was here,
functioning as smoothly as if the cars
had been in Long Beach or Portland.
No doubt about it, the race was on.

The new Lola T91/00s were refine-
ments of last season’s highly success-
ful T90/00s. The Penske-Chevy 91s,
on the other hand, were a fresh design
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Gold Coast Indy Car Grand Prix

MAKING WAVES

CART opens its season of surprises
in Surfers Paradise, Australia
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Sporfs cars were born

in Europe. Not on the roads
of Kansas or the streets of
Osaka. Europe is where the
Corrado was bom too.

So it's got German suspen-
sion and handling. In other
words, Fahrvergnigen’

Corrado is quick with its
supercharged engine. It's
agile with independent
MacPherson strut front sus-
pension. And it's smart with a
rear spoiler that automatically
activates at 45 mph to help
keep you holding the road
until the road cries uncle.

And speaking of uncles,

your conservative uncle wil

TV

/U

love the fact that this car
is such a good value—with
power windows, a 6-speaker
stereo, air conditioning and
cruise control all standard.
The joys of Fahrvergnigen
in a Corrado are known only
to a few. Which is a mighty
good thing or else you'd
have a lot of your friends
begging to borrow your car.

s
FAHRVERGNUGEN. E_&

IT'S WHAT MAKES A CAR A VOLKSWAGEN.
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from the hand of Nigel Bennett, fea-
turing all-carbon-fiber monocoques
and transverse gearboxes. Finally—
and perhaps most interestingly—was
the TrueSport’s “Made in America”
91C chassis, designed (ironically
enough) by New Zealander Don Hal-
liday and powered by a Judd V-8 origi-
nally from England. However, it was
built at the TrueSport facility in Ohio
and represented the first American
chassis project since Dan Gurney’s
Eagle of 1986. In looks, the Lolas,
Penskes and TrueSport were all nee-
dle-nosed, possessing the same sinister
beauty as fighter aircraft.

From the start of practice, Michael
and Mario Andretti looked impres-
sive; but in the qualifying round, Ed-
die Cheever drove with exuberance,
bouncing his Lola/Chevy off the
shoulder curbing and taking the provi-
sional pole. In final qualifying Eddie
managed to turn the fastest lap twice,
but toward the end of the session Mi-
chael Andretti came through to snatch
the pole. So the field was set: Cheever,
an impressive 2nd; Little Al Unser,
silky-smooth through the corners and
3rd; followed by Bobby Rahal, Mario
Andretti, Emerson Fittipaldi, Rick
Mears, Arie Luyendyk, John Andretti
and the rest of the field.

Afterward, up on the podium in the
press room, Michael explained his
success with a mysticism. “The track,”
he said, *“all of a sudden came "round
to me.” Throughout, he kept the

details of his pole position under his

gimme hat. There were hints in this
that Michael was practicing, get-

H Michael Andretti in
the Chevrolet-powered
Lola T91/00 grabbed
the pole from Eddie
Cheever with less than
5 minutes left in
qualifying. But in the
race, Michael's 1st-lap
lead was swiped by Al
Unser Jr., who qualified
3rd. Eventually, Michael
caught and passed Little
Al, then suffered an off-
course excursion when
his brakes went further
south than Tasmania.

ting his mind right (and so his person-
ality set) for the transition to F1 next
year. After all, he had already tested
the McLaren-Honda, and Ayrton Sen-
na might prove to be a different sort of
teammate from father Mario. Michael
seemed to be working on playing his
cards a little closer to his chest.

On a different level of talent com-
pletely, Zsa Zsa Gabor was the Grand
Prix’s hostess. Sporting a diamond the
size of a taillight, she delivered herself
in dependable Hollywood style. At
the Grand Prix Ball, the emcee sug-
gested that Ms. Gabor might be old
enough to be his mother. Such imper-
tinence was insufferable, and Ms. Ga-
bor swept from the ball in high dud-
geon. Next day, newspapers debated
Zsa Zsa’s conduct beneath headlines
worthy of nuclear war or the landing
of alien spacecraft. With a little carni-
val now in the air, the show finally
came around to the race.

SING HIS POLE position, Mi-

chael powered from the

start and took a command-

ing line leading into the chi-

cane. After a fake to the in-

side, then to the outside,

Cheever suddenly found that Unser
had made an actual move and that he
(Cheever) was 3rd. Before the Ist lap
was over, Little Al had slipped past
Michael, his Lola gunning off the fi-
nal turn and bombing past the pits in
the lead. Unser pulled several lengths
on Andretti. With each new lap he in-
creased the lead until Rahal,

Mario Andretti,

Fittipaldi, Mears, Luyendyk and the
rest were forced to start measuring
their race in terms of fuel consump-
tion and strategic pace.

Through the middle distance, Un-
ser and Michael Andretti showcased
their talent, winding through the laps
at less than a second off their qualify-
ing times. Unser appeared unbeat-
able; but then his tires seemed to be
losing grip more and more. With op-
portunity, Michael closed in menac-
ingly, and the showcase turned into a
fight. Little Al was still fast through
the corners, and after a dramatic duel,
Andretti forced himself into the lead.

Unser continued in hot pursuit. He
refused to pull the switch and start
driving strategically. As a counter, An-
dretti played the back markers ex-
tremely close. In a darting move, Mi-
chael put a lap on a slower car (driven
by his brother Jefi!) and went sailing
through the last chicane along the Es-
planade straightaway. The maneuver
was smooth enough to leave Unser
with the impression that he could slip
through as well. Little Al swung out,
but discovered that the back marker
had already funneled into the chicane.
Unser got on the brakes, but the tires
broke loose. The car spun around,
bounded over the shoulder curbing
and skittered through gravel to stop
dead with its nose sticking over the
track. Suddenly, Cheever came
powering into the chicane. *I never
saw what happened,” Eddie explained
later. “When I got there, there was just
no place to go.”

His Lola hopped the curb and went

PHOTO BY RON McQUEENEY




plowing through the gravel bed
(dubbed *‘kitty litter” by the teams)
and smashed into the rear of Unser’s
car. Yet the collision didn’t clear Un-
ser from the track. Mario Andretti
appeared. Swerving, he lost grip and
swept over Unser’s front end, its side
exploding into fragments.

Steam and tire smoke obscured the
chicane, and through the opening in
the fencing, track crews waved yellow
warning flags. Easing off, another car
appeared and steered carefully around
the debris. It was Mears, in Marlboro
white-and-red; followed by Danny
Sullivan and . . . let’s see, a bright yel-
low car. Now this should have been
Mears, but this year, it was well . ..
Actually, identifying drivers had be-
come easy, for there was a new rule of
thumb; whenever in doubt, it was an
Andretti. I was in doubt; therefore, it
was an Andretti. And sure enough, it
was John Andretti, driving for Jim
Hall of Chaparral fame.

It took more than 20 minutes to
clean the track, so extensive had been
the disaster. After this much yellow,
drivers were no longer seriously con-
cerned about fuel.

But no sooner did the track go green
than Michael started shifting down
more and more in advance of the cor-
ners, his brakes going fast. Mears
passed comfortably into the lead as
Andretti slipped back to 4th before his
brakes disappeared entirely and his
Lola went stuffing straight into a tire
wall—an ignominious end to what had
been a stirring performance.

For the third year in a row Mears
looked as though he would win the
championship’s opening round. His
victory would give Indy-cars’ most

exotic venue a familiar look at the
end. But the race had one more scene
to explore.

Just 3 laps from the end, while
maintaining a comfortable lead over
John Andretti, Mears came up on
Dean Hall and Randy Lewis engaged
in a back-marker dice for 11th place.
Mears slipped ahead of Lewis entering
the corner, but as all three turned
west, they were confused by the sun
now low on the horizon. Within a sud-
den mix of shadow and glow, they lost
fine distinctions of line and speed. At
first, Mears tried to cue off Hall, but
Hall’s car was running far too slowly.
Suddenly, Rick realized he had no al-
ternative but the runoff. An instant
later, Lewis got on the brakes to avoid
the Penske and swerved into Hall. The
rear of Lewis’ car was kicked up, then
came smashing down onto the pave-
ment. Mears managed to get the Pen-
ske into reverse and back onto the
track where he barreled hell for leath-
er for the finish, but not before he
handed John Andretti his very first
win, and Bobby Rahal a windfall 2nd.

So it ended. Maybe not like a novel
(literature is still safe from the situa-
tion of auto racing); but like a paper-

ALPHABET SOUP
In this oh-so-political arena of racing, the
principal players are CART, Championship
Auto Racing Teams, the U.S.A.-based Indy-
car folk; FIA, the Federation Internationale

de I'Automobile, the international umbrella
organization governing, in its words, the
“world of motorcars'’; and FISA, the Fed-
eration Internationale du Sport Automaobile,
which oversees automobile competition for

back in the action rack at the airport.
At the Los Angeles airport, Indy cars
had crossed paths with their Formula
I counterparts. In Australia, CART
had crossed swords with FISA. Never-
theless, the Gold Coast race made a
point: Rules drawn up by FISA would
not be accepted as the absolute law in
all motorsports.

More than 70,000 spectators at-
tended the Gold Coast Indy race that
Sunday. They came for a race Ameri-
can in origin and increasingly interna-
tional in flavor; but they seemed also
to come for an event whose character
was completely of their own making.
All of which points to what should be
obvious: As pat and sentimental as it
may sound, ultimate sovereignty re-
sides not in sanctioning and licensing
authorities (necessary as these organi-
zations are for the cohesion of the
sport), but in those people who have
become fascinated in both the auto rac-
ing itself and in the larger celebration
that the auto racing so often creates.

In short, final authority resides with
fans. It’s their interest (measured by
attendance) that will bring ultimate
pressure to bear . n the politics of the
sport. In theend  at pressure should
bring FISA arou » what many fans
already recognize: Indy car and For-
mula 1 are not entities destined to prey
on each other, but remain indepen-
dent (and distinctly different) because
of the expanding enthusiasm for auto
racing worldwide.

Yes, Surfers had been an exciting
race—toward the end, maybe a little
too exciting. The Indy cars had per-
formed Down Under in a race whose
mood managed to be distinctly Aus-
tralian as well.

M Rick Mears in Pennzoll yeliow? No,
It's John Andretti, who gave Jim Hall a

win In his retum to Champ-car racing
after a 9-year hiatus.
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““Credit you give yourself isn’t worth having:”

We could tell you how tough the Suzuki And when it comes to roominess, here’s what
4-door Sidekick® 4x4 is, but we think Road & Track  AutoWeek said: “...a 6-ft.-2-in. ranger, complete
said it better: “...seemingly indestructible...” with smokey hat, had headroom to spare”’

Or we could talk about how much fun it is to Automobile summed it up best when it saxd
drive. Instead, we'd rather you read what the editors ..this little lightweight is a heavyweight contender ...
of AutoWeek said: “...corners more like a sports But we'd like to know what you think. So call
car than a 4x4” 1-800-447-4700 for the name of the dealer nearest

As for off-road driving, ifW{JhSport Utzl'h'ty you. Then test drive a Suzuki.

ne said: ... will trave in the worst places
Mg 3 SUZUKI.SIDEKICK 4-Dr
Everyday vehicles that arent.”

This vehicle handles differently from ordinary passenger cars. Federal law cautions 1o avoid sharp turns and abrupt maneuvers. Alvays wear
Owner’s Manual. *Manufacturer’s suggested retail price. Taxes, title, (reight, and license extra. Dealers set own price. 'f,)IWLl Arn??rii:;‘g!hg:{liﬁ:?&,dp::;_;lt;ﬁ:““' read your
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Motor Racing Photographs
Jesse Santa Barbara Museum of Art

Alexander 30 august-19 october 1986

Three years later he would become World Champion, but on that day at Spa-Francorchamps in June, 1960,
young Jim Clark almost quit racing. In this, only his second Grand Prix, he had finished 5th; but the
significance of his creditable performance was overshadowed by the enormity of the death
of two other drivers, including his Lotus teammate, Alan Stacey.

Perhaps it is this tragedy we see mirrored in the young Scot’s eyes. Perhaps it is the burning ambition that
would drive Clark to become a two-time Formula 1 champion and to win the Indianapolis 500. In this
dramatic photograph, we see within an introverted 24-year-old, standing at the threshold of a life that would
bring triumph and tragedy —immortalized on film by renowned motor racing photographer, Jesse Alexander,
who documented the excitement of that unforgettable era.

An outstanding example of the photographic talents of the man who has been described as the Ansel Adams of
motor racing photographers, this 20 x 26-inch lithograph, printed on the highest quality 100-pound cover
stock, is offered exclusively to readers of ROAD & TRACK.

To order: send $50 (for signed poster) or $25 (for unsigned poster), plus $5.00 postage and handling
($7.50 outside U.S.). Include your state sales tax.

Credit card orders, call toll-free or write ROAD & TRACK

-800-345-8112 P.0. BOX 749
1-800-54 HOLMES, PA 19043
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Those fantastic
Toyota Atlantics

ASK THE MAN who owns
one, or rather, who drives one.
He'll waste no time telling you
that for its size, sophistication
and performance, there is sim-
ply no single-seat (North
American) racing car that
compares to a Formula Atlan-
tic. No lesser personae than
CART champions Al Unser
Jr. and Bobby Rahal, plus
Champ-car superstars Danny
Sullivan and Michael Andret-
ti, honed their racing skills in
professional Formula Atlan-
tic—along with three-time
IMSA GTP champ Geoff
Brabham and Formula |
World Driving Champions

James Hunt and Keke Ros-
berg. And, of course, the late
Gilles Villeneuve, the much-
loved French Canadian whose
sensational driving style will
never be forgotten.

124 ROAD & TRACK

Atlantics are not new to
North America. Professional
Formula Atlantic has been
around since 1974 and has
gone from boom to bust and
back to boom. The last (and
one hopes, final) turn for the
. better happened in 1989 when
: Toyota signed on as sponsor
- of this steppingstone series
(R&T, July 1989).

sssssssnssanansn

M Pro Atlantic formula for success: Swift DB4, Toyota twincam, Jim Vasser, winners of round 1 at Long Beach.

sssEsss BN IR ERERREN

While adding its name to
the championship, the manu-
facturer brought money, pro-
motion and technical help
that enabled Atlantic to quick-
ly regain speed and eclipse all
other North American support
series in participant populari-
ty. For proof of this, one need
look no further than the 1991
Toyota Atlantic Champion-
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Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach.

PHOTO BY RICH CHENET

ship season opener, held in
conjunction with the Toyota
Grand Prix of Long Beach. A
record 40 cars took the green
flag at the start of a 38-lap
sprint that was won by San
Francisco’s Jim Vasser.

Like 33 of his fellow com-
petitors, Vasser drove a Swift
DB4, while the remaining en-
trants drove Reynard 90- and
91Hs and a single Ralt RT 4.
But all 40 cars used the same
powerplant, Toyota's 1600-cc,
double-overhead camshaft,
16-valve inline-4, spec engine
of the series. Adapted for At-
lantic by TRD (Toyota Rac-
ing Development), the MR2/
Corolla GT-S twincam known
as the 4A-GE develops about
235-240 bhp.

Nothing new here. Because
rules are strict, engines and
cars have changed little since
1989. True, the venerable
Cosworth BDD has been
phased out (because Toyota




I perek Warwick and Jaguar's new

JUR-14 declsively led the World Sports
Car opener at Suzuka, but fell victim to
a broken starter. Peugeot's 905
clalmed victory.

wants it that way). And, yes,
car builders and individual
teams continue to make run-
ning changes mostly to im-
prove aerodynamics and re-
duce drag. For example, on
some cars, the size of the front
wings has been reduced by
about 30 percent. On others,
the stock, double-element rear
wings have been replaced by a
single-element design. On the
Reynard, factory changes in-
clude smaller front wings and
a smaller Formula 3 rear wing
that replaces last year's Atlan-
tic wing—with a gain of
250-300 rpm in straightaway
performance and no loss of
downforce.

Underneath, at least one car
has been retrofitted with mod-
ified ground-effect tunnels
whose single, large ducts have
been partitioned off by a split-
ter down the middle—a la For-
mula I cars. This is said to
discourage turbulence (and
thus improye downforce),
claims Joe Stimola, crew chief
of Joe Sposato’s Swift DB4.

However, on the whole, ba-
sic Atlantic design remains the
same. In a nutshell, the 1175-
1b. (minimum weight with
driver) single-seaters still have
tubs that are a mixture of ma-
terials: carbon-fiber or S-glass
top sections and aluminum
honeycomb bottoms on
Swifts: carbon fiber, Kevlar
and a tiny amount of alumi-
num honeycomb on Rey-
nards. Although carbon fiber
is replacing aluminum in
wings, at this time there are no
all-carbon-fiber cars in the
works as is the case in CART,
F| and some European series.

Something that may change

Ssssssssse
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is the method of fuel delivery.
Since their introduction in
1989, the Toyota twincams
have used dual sidedraft car-
buretors (typically, Weber 48
IDAs) to keep costs down. But
critics say carburetion is pen-
ny-wise, pound-foolish, be-
cause carbs are difficult to
tune for both performance
and reliability. They explain
that in leaning out the mixture
for performance, one risks pis-
ton meltdown.

And engine rebuilds are far
more expensive than electron-
ic fuel injection. Dyno tests
using Bosch Motronic have
produced favorable results.
Although top-end horsepower
is about the same, the Mo-
tronic-equipped engine is
more responsive with better
low-end and midrange.
What's more, the Motronic
black box controls not only
fuel mixture, but also ignition
timing and advance so it’s pos-
sible to tailor the spark curve
for optimum performance. .

Although Motronic costs .
about twice as much as carbu- .
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retors, the proposal for a uni-
versal changeover in 1992 has
met with positive response
from most teams. “These mo-
tors will benefit tremendously
from fuel injection,” says Paul
Cava, Toyota Atlantic Cham-
pionship managing director,
who adds that *“It’s time.” Un-
til then, many competitors are
converting to programmed
electronic ignition (half a Mo-
tronic, one wag called it) to
improve driveability and per-
formance.

With cars costing more than
$60,000 and engines com-
manding $17,000 to $21,000,
pro Formula Atlantic is not
for everyone. In fact, a season
of racing with a top team in
either the East or West Coast
Toyota Atlantic Champion-
ship costs about $400,000.
But generous purses—courtesy
of Toyota, Yokohama, TRD
and, in Canada, Players—help
defray some of the expenses of
a series that has become a pop-

» ular choice among upwardly

mobile racers—like Al Jr., Bob-
by, Michael and Danny.

Mustang,
carbon fiber and 650

8 Robble Gordon's banged-up but durable new Roush IMSA GTO
with square-tube frame, rear transaxle, lots of Keviar and

~ Steve Millen's Nissan at Long Beach. -_

PHOTO BY DEAN SIRACUSA
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CART CHARTS A
WORLD COURSE

Champlonship Auto Racing
Teams President Willlam Stokkan
Insists that the Indy-car contingent
Is not out to beat Formula 1 at its
own game, road racing. But CART
would certalnly like the world to ex-
perlence oval-track racing—In Ja-
pan, Europe and South America, if
all goes as planned.

FORD'S FUTURE
FORMULA 1V-12

Will Ford finally drop the curtain
on Its Formula 1 V-87 Yes, say
Iinformed sources who suggest that
a Cosworth-bullt V-12 could be
running by autumn. Although the
HB Serles V powerplant used
exclusively by Benetton Is a far cry
from the Cosworth DFV, It's still an
elght struggling to survive In a 10-
and 12-cylinder world.

ORISIT
TOYOTA'S?

If Ford doesn't pony up,
Cosworth's new F1 V-12 could
belong to Toyota, say sources In
Europe. In America, a Toyota
executive months ago suggested
that the company has Its sights set

THE FURTHER YOU GO,
THE BEHINDER YOU GET

TELEMETRY BLUES

Rick Mears, on plt telemetry,
which tells trackside engineers
throttie position, among other
things: "You find out you can't fib
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"TIRE RACK"

Performance Tire and Wheel Specialists

THERE'S MORE THAN
ONE WAY TO SAY
PERFORMANCE.

SOPHISTICATED PERFORMANCE.

The TURANZA is a world-class touring tire that successfully  TURANZA

combines the highest levels of comfort and sophisticated The tire designed for
performance. The design of the sidewall and the unique
continuous center rib configuration combine to provide a luxury p(?rformance
smooth, refined ride and dramatic noise reduction. All as a automobiles, to enhance

result of emphasis, during development, that was placed on the art of driving.
ride quality and comfort, rather than speed-related 185/604R-14 $81  195/65VR-15

isti 195/60HR-14 85  205/60HR-15
charactenistics. 19565HR14 88  20560VR-15
Bridgestone is covering the TURANZA line with its 195/65VA-14 107  205/65HR-15

“Platinum Pact” * warranty that guarantees full, non pro-rated, ;gggg:g:: ;g g?é:gﬁg:g
replacement for workmanship or material defects to 2/32 inch ~ 21570HR14 85  215/65HR-15

of tread. 1B5/65HR15 84  21570VR-15
195/60HR-15 86 225/60VR-15
*Certain exceptions and restrictions apply. Call to receive complete details. 195/65HR-15 89 225/60VR-16

.it epitomizes touring in style with comfort and speed."

TUIRANZA

Ultra  SpORTY PERFORMANCE.  High

g
RE71 POTENZA HP41 POTENZA _
The ultra high- Designed to deliver high-
performance tire for the =~ performance for a wide
most demanding of range of sporty vehicles

automobiles and drivers. and conditions.

205/60VR-13 $117 _  24550ZR-15 197 17970HR-13 $47 195/60HR-15 70
195'60HR-14 102 20555ZR-16 179 18570HR-13 53 195/65HR-15 76
195-60VR-14 125 225/50ZR-16 189 205/60HA-13' 66 205/60HA-15 71
205'60HR-14 102 245/457R-16 202 185/60HR-14 215/60HR-15
205/60VR-14 133 24550ZR-16 208 185/70HR-14 215/65HR-15
195/50ZR-15 130 25550ZR-16 212 195/60HR-14 225/60HR-15"
195/60VR-15 130 21550ZR-17 195/70HR-14 225/70HR-15"
195/65VA-15 139 235/45ZR-17 205/70HR-14 235/60HR-15"
20550ZR-15 155 245/40ZR17 215/60HR-14" 235/70HR-15"
205/60VR-15 135 255/40ZR-17 215/70HR-14" 255/60HR-15"
275/60HR-15"
* White Letler

288338854

215%60VR-15 145  255M45ZR-17 225/60HR-14"
225650ZR-15 111 275M40ZR17 235/60HR14°
225/60VR-15 151  315@5ZR17 330 185/65HR-15

235/60VR-15 155  335/357R-17 33

FBYYY38IR
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PERFORMANCE CAR
MAGAZINE

S THE

MATE
CHALLENGE
D40 M2

Dunlop D40 M2 beat the
best. Seven world class
lires went through
fourteen rigorous tests in
the ultimate performance
challenge. When the
results were in, the
winner was Dunlop.
When it comes to world-
class tires, Dunlop
outperforms.

D40 M2

195/55VR-14
195/50ZR-15
195/60VR-15
195/65VR-15
205/50ZR-15
205/55ZR-15
205/60VR-15
205/65VR-15
215/60ZR-15
225/50ZR-15
225/60ZR-15
235/60VR-15
245/50ZR-15
205/55ZR-16
225/50ZR-16
225/55ZR-16
225/60VR-16
245/45ZR-16
245/50ZR-16
245/55ZR-16
255/50ZR-16
215/457R-17
235/452R-17
245/40ZR-17
255/40ZR-17
275/40ZR-17
315/35ZR-17
245/407R-18
275/35ZR-18

“TIRE RACK"

Performance Tire and Wheel Specialists

DUNLOP:
OUTPERFORMS

#1 D40 M2 on BBS RS

#3 D60 M2 on BBS RD

#5 D80 V4 on BBS RG

D80 V4

The D80V4 is Dunlop's all

new high performance, all-
Bl season tire. With a V-

speed rating it is able to
provide excellent handling
at high speed with an

B extremely comfortable

ride. The Mud and Snow
rating of this tire attest to
the fact that it provides
excellent traction on wet
surfaces as well as in the
snow. This tire is an
excellent candidate for
Original Equipment
replacement on the Lexus
LS 400 and Infiniti Q45.

D80 V4

195/60VR-15
195/65VR-15
205/60VR-15
205/65VR-15
215/60VR-15
215/65VR-15
225/60VR-15

D60 M2

185/60HR-14
185/65HR-14
195/60HR-14
195/65HR-14
205/60HR-14
195/60HR-15 -
195/65HR-15
205/60HR-15
205/65HR-15
215/60HR-15

HR4
G/T Qualifier

175/70HR-13
185/70HR-13
185/60HR-14
185/70HR-14
195/60HR-14
195/70HR-14
205/60HR-14
205/70HR-14
195/60HR-15
205/60HR-15
215/60HR-15
215/65HR-15

#4 D60 M2 on BBS RM

#6 D80 V4 on BBS RS

Excellence

& EIE s
Compromise

RS 15,16,17"

3 pc.

Photo #1 &6

Fits:Acura, Audi, BMW,
Corvette, Ferrari, Honda, Isuzu,
Jaguar, Lexus, Mazda,
Mercedes, Mustang, Nissan,
Porsche, Saab, Toyota, Volvo,
VW and more.

Finish: Silver, gold, platinum
center with polished outer rim.
Sample Package: 16x7 wheel
w/ 225/50ZR-16 D40 M2$2,996

RZ 14,15,16,17"
Photo #2 &7

Fits: Acura, BMW, Honda,
Jaguar, Mazda, Mercedes,
Nissan, Probe, T-Bird, Toyota,
Volvo, VW.

Finish: Gold, silver or black
center with polished lip.
Sample Package:15x7 wheel
w/ 205/65HR-15 D60 M2$1,588

RD 14,15"

Photo#3 &8

Fits: Acura, BMW(3),

Chrysler (fwd), Ford, GM,
Honda, Mazda, Nissan, Saab,
Toyota, Volvo, VW.

Finish: Polished face with
anthracite accents.

Sample Package: 15x7 wheel
w/ 205/60HR-15 D60 M2$1,176

RM 15"
2 pc.
Photo #4
Fits: BMW(3), VW.
Finish: Silver center with
polished lip.
Sample Package: 15x7 wheel
w/ 205/55ZR-15 D40 M2$1,420

RG 15,16"

Photo #5

Fits: BMW, Infiniti, Lexus,
Mercedes, Porsche and VW.
Finish: Platinum or silver with
polished lip.

Features: Forged one piece
wheel, greatest strength with
least weight.

Sample Package:15x7 wheel
w/ 215/65VR-15 D80 V4 $2,332

Turn the Page

#8 GT Qualifier on BBS RD
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Fits: Acura, Audi, BMW,_Honda
L‘H'r... M.uu.l Nissan, Toyota, VW

Fimnr. 5«1:1 cenier with poltshed

te Packa
20650VA-15

e: 1527 whee! w
ear Ewo

Fits: Acura, Audi, BMW(3)
Mustang, Honda, Infinti O45,
Manma, Vi

Flnish: Polished tace w Umr.m'

smgﬂﬂ 15!’!&4[’503 $1, Iba

73 —

FATT-MONO-14,15,16"

Fits: Acura, Auch, BAW,
Chrysler{twd). Ford, Honda, Infindi
tsuzu, Lexus, Marda, Nissa
Mercodes, Toyota, VW

Finlsh: Pokshed face w/ clearcoal

D e 1 S50

FITTETWIST-1 5
Fﬂ: Buvéarlla:da Nissan,
face w/ clearcoal

Package: 1517 wheel w
153nogeﬂE?1 $1.268

Fl.n.ish
Sam

76

FITTI-MESH 157
Fits: BMW, Infiniti, Lexus, Nsssan,

u'nh'e

%ﬁmg 15:7 vd:eel w.

19 -
HRE 505 15,16"
Fits: Acura, Alla, EEMW’,Fm:.
Fiaon g scan, Porscho, Saab,
Toyeta, Vovo, VW,
Finsh: Polished face w/ goid, black.
umam

ol Pa 15I?Mleelul

3300 WSampte Street
1991The Tire Rack

South Bend, IN 46619

BBS RS 15,16, 1?"' :!pc
Fits Acura, Aus, BMW,
Feeman Honda Isuzu Jag ur Lexu‘i
NSXMazda Mercedes. Mustang,

T \"M\M

Nezan Porsche.

Finish: Siver, 9o,

centes with pokshed uu‘er nm
ckage: 1617 wheel w
16 Prel PTOOZ  $3,080

BBS RD 14,15

Fits: Acura, BMW(3)
Chryslertwd), Ford, GM, Honda,
Mazda, Nissan, Saab, Toyota, VW
Flnlsh Polshed face w/ anthracte

**CALL FOR PRICES

BBS RG 15, 16"
Fits: BMW, Infinty Lexus, Acura
Mercedes, and ViV
Finish: Plabnum of sibver w
shed Ip
‘eatures: Forged one piece wheel
greatest strength with least wewght

CALL FOR PRICES

BBS RZ 14,15,16"
Fits: Acura, BUW, Honda, Jag:
Mazda, Mercedes, Nissan,
T-Burd, Toyota, Voivo, VW
Finish: Gdd sdver of black with

gﬂ P‘a ;1517 wheel w
M{WR‘ el PG00 $1,452

Pobe

BBS AM 15" = 2PC.
Fils: BMW{3), VW
Finish: S.hru center with polished

1527 wheel
umdﬁ-cw’am 5 .:m

AMG 15,1617

Fita: Meroades

g:lsn Séver w/ polished bip or
Package: 16275 whee w/

225.'?5?,9- 16 Pueli mmz 32516

1728 wheel w/

21545ZR-17 Yoko AVS Int. $2,632

RUF 1T

Fits: 9I! 930, 944, F51and 964.

Flnl.sh ‘center wi polished Ep.
,f o

17 slm w

4 is
gﬂsﬁ 17 Yoko AVS Int. $3,612

800-428-3355

Performance Tire

Honda, Jaguar,
Mitsu, Nissan, T
Finish: Pokshed face and iy Siver

accent
Sm&l.:{l’a e 15065 wheel wi
155%00HR-15 Yoro ASO9 5348

RONAL B-9 1516™
Fits: A, B.uwesk 7. Eagle,

Nissan, Tam Voivo. \‘W uum k N,mﬂ Puga-e
Flrush Siver of goid Toyota, Vanagon
hePadr-a 21416 wheel w Finish: 5‘.\'er black, whia or
HR-14 Yoka AS09 $836 | custom pant

0: 1618 wheel w

?ug:\m‘ agla VRS0 $1.572

185

MSW TYPE 24 17" 3pc
Fits: BMW, Corvelte, Mercodes

38
HDN&L R-8 13,14,157
Auch, BMW(3) Honda, Toyota

Missan, Porsche and Toyola
Finish: Black or sdver center wih

Eample Package:
FUSZR 17 Yoho

Finish: Séver, antque sdver, of
cusiom pant (center tonal)
1758 5 wheeiw/ | Sample Pa 2 1416 whee! w
AVSint 52976 | 1BSBOHA-14 Yoka AVS U4 $748

1507 whid w
19550VH 15 Yoko ASD9

MSW TYPE 2N 147
Fits: Acura, BMW, Honda, Marda,
Toyota, Vitdand mone.

Finish: Black or goid accents with
&.l'mnﬂ cut face and

&H m?mrw Sam ,
185%0HR-14 $748 | 185%0HR-14 eﬁPﬁ

MSW TYPE 1913, 14*
Fits: Acura. BMW[?], Horeta,
nas, Mazda, M

T LV
Hmm:%lummr

accent
Sam, leliwuﬁ,e 1426 wheel w/
185 14Freli PS00  $300

RW RAFALE 17
Hu BMW, Camaro,

%mmﬂnﬂl

o Nm——
SH0ZR-17 XGT+ CALL

and Wheel Specialists

CENTFU. T- .'!I 14,15,16"

Hlﬂsh Pms‘mdlmn fgoid star
f.rm'ne .mh:ln-ab‘u

1517 wheel w
15 Vﬁ\ MAVSA-HHH
7 wheel w
MSSZH GPNAPGCIJ 1412

CENTRA T-10 14,15,16"
Fits: Auch BMW. Honda, lazda,
Mercedes and VI
Flnlshmwrmﬂ"m

456 wheel
1&5&)6”111 .eap;m &

CONTRA V1617
Fits: BMW, lnfirct, Mercedes,

MNessan, Tm
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M-F 8:00am - 8:30pm
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Prices include 4 tires &
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Call us for a package
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you.

Packages shown are for
price reference.
Wheels available
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PRIVATE PARTY

1991 ACURA NSX. Black/black leather,
5-speed. New, 35 miles, untitled, #0426.
No luxury tax, best offer, possible Ferrari
trade. L. Zoller, Box 9085, New Haven,
Conn. 06532. (203) 789-0505, fax 777-
7760.

1969 ALFA ROMEO sedan. Metallic rasp-
berry Imron paint, no rust, very good con-
dition. Rebuilt 2000 engine. Webers,
cams, BWAs, Nardi, electronic ignition.
$8000 obo. (516) 248-6090 days.

1983 AUDI Quattro Coupe. Red, black
leather upholstery. Original owner, 58,000
miles, used only on long trips. Sgare set
wheels and snows. Halogens, fogs. $12,950
obo. Danek B:enkowskl (212) 246-0?74
(days), 219-8945 (evenings).

AUSTIN-HEALEY 100S (Sebring). Origi-
nal owner of factory racer. Donald Healey
called this car the fastest Healey in world
in 1956. Condition as raced, stored in-
doors, unbent, no rust. Serious offers on
$300,000. Hugh H. Sutherland (416) 933'
8330 0or 921-3275.

1953 BENTLEY “R” High Speed Tourer:

4-speed, sunroof, picnic tables. World's
fastest sedan in 1953. Like new. Drive it
anytime, anywhere. $29,500. (503) 581-
5166. VHS $10. G. Geise, 4567 Liberty
#108, Salem, Ore. 97302.

1982 BMW 323i. Fast Euro 6-cylinder suc-

cessor to 2002 Tii. A/C, alloys, S-speed.

Upscale Becker, recent cam belt, water

pump, clutch, struts, exhaust, overall mint.

71, miles, $5950—ask for Al, Washing-

hton. D.C. (202) 245-2976 office, 966-1752
ome.
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1970 CORVETTE. Lacquer-red with black
interior. T-top, L46 engine, 4-speed, serial
numbers match. Summer-driven only. 95
percent original, excellent condition.
$25,000. Joseph, Vancouver, British Co-

lumbia, Canada. (604) 291-0542.

1982 FERRARI 308 GTSi. Midnight-blue,
U.S. model, 21,000 miles. Remote radar,
sheepskins, Sony sound system, always ga-
raged, beautiful condition. Great invest-
ment car, $47,500 obo. Atlanta, Ga. (404)
867-6092, or 932-0327,

1988 LOTUS “Commemorative Edition.”
Pearl white, white wheels, gorgeous. 3600
miles, radar, telephone, CD player. This
magnificent turbo classic must be sold
now. Make an offer. Private call (609)
786-7698 ask for Robert, New Jersey.

JEEP CJ7. 1989 Corvnll(. engine, auto-
matic transmission, special front and rear
axles, A/C and 4-wheel disc brakes. Cost
$41,000, sell $21,000, trade car or pickup.
L. Gantz, 39 St. Tropez, Newport Beach,
Calif. 92660. (714) 759-8381.

969 LAMBORGHINI Mlura S. Blue.
cream leather, fantastic restoration, over
$50,000 in restoration receipts. Looks and
drives like new. $239,000. Call Art (305)
284-0040, fax 284-0193.

PRIVATE PARTY RATE: $50 for 25
words (no charge for name and address). Extra words
$2 each. $50 minimum order. $100 for 25 words
and picture. Send photograph; not a negative or
slide, Check or money order in full payment must ac-
company copy.

DEALERS RATE: $175 for 25 words. Extra
words $4 each. $175 minimum order, Pictures an
additional $50. Send photograph; not a negative or
slide, Check or money order in full payment must ac-
company copy.

CAR CLUB RATE: $75 for 25 words (no
charge for name and address). Extra words $1.50
each. $75 minimum order. Check or money order in
full payment must accompany advertising copy.

Newport Beach, 92663. For
(714) 720-5300, fax 631-2757.

DEADLINE: MARKETPLACE AND CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. All notices re-

ceived on or before the 10th of July will appear in the October issue on sale in . Changes or

cancellations must be received by July 20. Address to: Market Place, Road & Track, 1499 Mowvl.aAveme
California additional information,

EVENTS RATE: $100 for 25 words. Extra
words $3 each. $ 100 minimum order. Check or mon-
ey order in full payment must accompany advertising
copy.

COMMERCIAL: Regular Classified and Mar-
ket Place sections are open to commercial advertis-
ers, Le., ims or individuals advertising the sale or
resale of a jally produced item or service.
Rates: $175 for 25 words. Extra words $4 each.

Post Office boxes must supply permanent
street address and telephone number.

contact Diane Eastman, Market Place Manager.
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S to twin blades.

Neither can
the rain.
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 Notitodllongjagoyitwiniedgelblades revolutionized shaving. Don't drive anothermile =
? : ‘without:Twin-Edge power. -

urinew Twin Edge Wipersj: ‘the same kind of
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~ fit more of today’s cars and ftrucks than . defects in workmanship or materials for as long as you own
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1961 MERCEDES-BENZ 220 SEB - D 1 . ™ 3
coupe. Embassy black, mahogany dash, 4- b d i
. o Rt

S ALL TIMES EASTERN
“ "
NASCAR

speed, fuel injection, sunroof, all Euro-
ean. 36,000 miles. A like-new classic. Setenet Foods 39
from Sears Point

$100,000. Rick Wager, 517 W. Dale St., - o & * - ’
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80905. (719) 471- “.From hilarious sports ¥ ' \ JUNE 9 / SATURDAY
- : 3PM
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1979 MGB. Vermilion red, outstanding L : 5 _ 3 ampion Spark Plug

i original condition, 9000 miles. No winters, & :\amézing P|EIYS t9 the ;P » . from Pocono

A7 HOND AGGORD always garaged. Purchased new by owner ,fast-‘?track thri”‘s & i . e ! JUNE 'I:I:o:UHDAT
WEATHERTECH CARPET PROTECTION FOR DOMESTIC CARS: $14,000. Jim (303) 262-0315 or 796-7027 NN, . ] LE MIAR y: EET .

» Buick* Gadillac » Chevrolet = Chrysler = Dodge » Eagle » Ford evenings. b@h{nd the wheel of : ot Yo |  Pepsi 400 from Daytona
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= Golt = Chrysler « Dodge « Eagle « Fiat® Ford * Geo » Honda V-6, 5-speed, A/C, AM/FM cassette, tilt A - . R Y ] gy | " |
I e EREEEE Tl | whel power windows and locks, sunfoof ESPN Spoyts Videos ", P/ s e
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SRRV O TR ] | miles with Mobil 1. $8900 or $8200 with- » make S‘eat’FathFré , v e 5. : | from Portland, Oregon

= Suzuki = Toyota = VW = Volvo TRUCKS, VANS, APV'S & 1 { - >
MPV'S: Chevrolet = Chrysler « Dodge = Ford » Geo « GMC out Panasonic phone and dealer-installed ‘DBY SlftS iy

# [suzu = Jeep = Mazda = Mitsubishi = Nissan = Plymouth Passport radar. One of the rarest Ficros . ey - : | :
. - ey % p Uro s ! Budweiser
i - - A - 5 Cleveland Grand Prix

+Pontlag » Hange Foves » Suzuki « Toyata made. Scott Dow, 1100 E. Congress St.,
.

A Beautiful Solution To An Ugly Problem.
Introduci ng new WeatherTech carpet protection: floor mats made
by Cannon™ of England, an criginal equipment supp!ier to Ford,
GM, Mercedes, Nissan, Honda, Toyetaand many more manufac-
turers. Mats in rich matte black, styled with red pin-striping and
enhanced by a functional design and dirt-grabbing channels.
Carpet protection that is both eye-catching and efiective.

Quality That Lasts Under
The Toughest Gonditions.

Made of pllable virgin rubber, the deeply sculpted WeatherTech
channe!s and outer rimtrap water, road salt, mud and sandunder
your feel. Even In sub-zero weather, the thick natural rubber
won't curl, crack er harden. Thelr weight and fexibility let them
naturally conform to the contours of your floor. Patented carpet-
hugging anti-slip ridges on the back keep them firmly In place.

Protection You Can Count On To Last.
WeatherTech's design resulis in a mat that can hold much more
waler, slush or sand thanyou can track in. In fact, they can hold
up to 1% quarts of water without spllling over. Becauss of the
ultra-deep ridge design, the dirt and grime comes off your shoes
and stays trapped In the mat. Which means you can also get
added protection for your shoes as well as your carpet. Totopit
off, the mat's protective, non-stick finish makes clean-up quick
and easy. Just rinse and shake out.

A Small Investment Protects A Larger One.

Your automotive [nvestment Is a large one, Help protect it with
the best, most functional floor mat money can buy!

Ordering Your WeatherTech Mats Is Easy!

Machell Automotive Products has acompleterange of WeatherTech
mats to fit domestic and imported cars, trucks, vans, APV's and
MPV's. Justtell us the make, model and year, and we'il ship you
tha mats that will let you put your worst foot forward.

ORDER TODAY 1-800-441-MATS
(1-800-441-6287) FOR MAXIMUM
PROTECTION IN ANY VEHICLE

AND ALL TYPES OF WEATHER
{Operators on duty 7 days a week, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. Ceniral time). Major credit cards accepted.
Front set - $44.95 plus $6.00 for shipping and handling.
Frontand back set - $78.95. Free shipping and handling
with the purchase of a frontand back set orany two sets.
Exira shipping charges may apply to outside the 48 con-
tiguous states. Express delivery service avallable.

If paying by check, make payabie to: -
MacNeli Automotive Products Lid.
P.0. Box 328

Clarendon Hills, IL 60514
(IL residents add 6%% sales tax) Mﬂk
L i 2 irademsack of Cannon Rubber Lid.
Weather Tackh [2 § trademark of v OTIVE

FRODUCTS LIMITED

Shorewood, Wis. 53211. (414) 963-9501. * % See the wide. 2 Ta" namy o 4 : fveland S ne
A A S S e oA M ML (U ) | T T A O L X [ & -3 sl A - - — =
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1986 RUF PORSCHE 930S. 1986 frame
converted at 2000 miles to 600-bhp, 5-
speed supercar. 1989 brake and clutch
cluster with new torsion tube. 250 miles on
car. None faster, 0-60 in 3.5 seconds.
$210,000 invested. Options too numerous
to list. Special car for special person.
$99,999. Call J. Levitt (813) 743-8338,
fax.627-3314.

1979 RENAULT R17 Gordini convert-
ible. PS/PB, 5-speed, A/C, new upholstery,
exhaust, AM/FM cassette, 43,000 miles,
garaged/covered, no rust. Runs, looks new,
excellent condition. $7500. Christopher
Schrand, 3518 Howdy Ct., Cincinnati,
Ohio 45239. (513) 741-9780.

1938 ROLLS-ROYCE Thrupp & Maberly
Sporis Saloon. Six-cylinder, 4-speed, re-
built, restored. New leather, etc. Driven
daily. Very practical, reliable. History,
records. $45,000. (503) 581-5166. VHS
$10. G. Geise. 4567 Liberty #108, Salem,
Ore. 97302.

selection of ESPN *
videos specially g The ultimate test

priged for gift giyi'mg‘-‘ ¥ St of man and,

. at major retail stores 4. machine

Live, exclusively
WS (. onESPN
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ES5Fii T Sunday, June 23
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everywhere.
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IMSA
Camel Continental VIl
from Watkins Glen
JUNE 30 / SUNDAY
1 PM

FORMULA ONE

Grand Prix of Mexico
JUNE 16 / SUNDAY
Midnight
Grand Prix of France
- JULY 7 / SUNDAY
8 AM

DRAG RACING

IHRA: Cajun Nationals
JUNE 15 / SATURDAY
8 PM

IHRA: Spring Nationals
JUNE 22 / SATURDAY
3PM

NHRA: Oldsmobile
Spring Nationals
JUNE 29 / SATURDAY
8 PM

USAC MIDGETS

Saturday Night Thunder
SATURDAYS
9PM

NEWS

ESPN SpeedWeek ™
SATURDAYS
7:30 PM

=T

THE TOTAL SPORTS NETWORKO

©1991 ESPN, Inc. Programming
subject t change or blackout. #




1965 SAAB 96 Monte Carlo. Body and
mechanics in good shape. Original, drive it
home. See November 1987 Road & Track
Salon feature. $3800 obo. Earl Burns,
2318 Ryons, Lincoln, Neb. 68502. (402)
435-7450.

——ﬂ?"‘:._‘-'
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1987 TURBOROSSA. This is not a kit car
or Fiero. It's the best hand-built look-alike
there is. Corvette 5.7-liter TPI engine,
40,000 miles, mint $27,000. Contact Paul
at(817)921-5331.

CAR CLUBS

ALFA ROMEO Time trials, slaloms, ral-
lys, tours, concours, social events, parts
discounts, tech sessions, swap meets and
tech hotline advisors. Monthly magazine.
41 local chapters. Write: Alfa Romeo
Owners Club, 2468 Gum Tree Lane,
Fallbrook, Calif. 92028.

AUSTIN-HEALEY CLUB. Award win-
ning Austin-Healey Magazine. Tech assis-
tance, regional activities, regalia, glossy
calendar for big Healey and Sprite enthu-
siasts. International membership. U.S.

Could it be the
next generation?

' E | InsioE SNATHE BATVETTE, Super ZRH,
“ Eagle GTP, 450-hp Callaway,ZR-2 454 & more

TOTALLY AWESOME

B That's what we call Chevy's latest design
exercise, the California Corvette.lsit a harbinger
of the next-generation Vette? Time will tell. From
the screaming ZR-1 specials of Europe’s fastest
tuners to Rick Mears’ personal Vette, we give you
more exciting coverage of America's sports car
than any other source. Ever see a Corvette
Batmobile? You will now. Into Corvette racing?
We feature Corvette race cars from the first 1956

Sebring cartothe latest GTP-inspired missile.

Don’t miss this terrific issue — Corvette.
B This Road & Track 1991 Corvette Special

Edition is available at your newsstand for $4.95,
or order it by mail froon Road & Track Specials,

P.O. Box 749, Holmes, PA 19043; for credit-card
orders, call 1-800-345-8112 (please add $1 for
shipping and handling).

dues $30, Canada and overseas U.S. $50.
Write to: Membership, Box 6197-RT, San
Jose, Calif. 95150, or call (415) 949-3374
for information.

AUSTIN-HEALEY Club of America. Big
Healeys and Sprites. Monthly magazine
The Chatter. Over 3000 members. More
than 30 local chapters provide activities
and technical assistance. Annual dues
$30. Information: 603 E. Euclid, Arling-
ton Heights, I11. 60004.

BMW Car Club of America, the largest
and finest independent BMW club in the
world. Local chapters nationwide. Activi-
ties, discounts, technical advice, superb
monthly magazine, much more. For the
joy of driving. Request free brochure and
application. Sample magazine, $3.00
BMWCCA, Inc. National Office, 345 Har-
vard St., Cambridge, Mass. 02138.

B Also available now is Performance Cars and, coming
soon, will be Exotic Cars Quarterly, Fall 1991

BUICK TURBO OWNERS, we have a
club and monthly ubllcauon for T-type,
GN, GNX. Send 52 for sample. Dennis
Kirban, 1482 Sugarbottom Rd., Furlong,
Pa. 18925.

EEEEN II.I-I-IIIIII.I.I
EEEEEEN EEEEN
:. uy CUSTOM'MADE Buy a Consulier for a Buck? ... the car
m u performs, handles and rides like the best
. ar SEAT COVERS combination of all the finest production
:I B E I I ER .: These wsmm-mmmseatﬁeowi sports cars in the world . . . ' Rick Titus,
= = ers are made O i) Liean December 1990: Popular Mechanics. Get
™ 9 " m“:: Lol E%I% involved, join the team. Receive an offi-
- - e iad L s | cial lier Raci hirt, video, full-
- CI “’op awr.:;. o le mlgr:ﬁmme(: c::zll Cons1t.| ier tat:mg :]eeds Ertt, vi e?.l u
| 1 [ with car name i color poster, autographed picture of team
" mm‘mwm"”b’*‘m u" popular colors. drive Chet Fillip, “Discount” IMSA race
S ttc:tm\.'antlonlla)fCB Wm - REAR, BENCH, tickets, post-race newsletters and more. At:
m heir ﬂnd %‘»’l u PICK-UP TRUCKS the end of the racing season a lucky clu
:- ﬂ'&' ‘:.h E”E"%m e : AND MOST VAN SEAT | member will be selected to buy a Consulier
] AT '”“‘"“"E‘l COVERS! ALL FOREIGN for one buck. For all this send only $39.95
:l eorin HTAL MaAvews l: melm to: Consulier Industries, 2391 Old Dixie
u E—HMM SO0 348 135 s hesmm T o | Hwy, Riviera Beach, Fla. 33404. (407)
- mcflﬂmwm—n:wmm . Call: 1-B00-940-0509 JEAN SEAT INT., INC. 842-2492. One car/3000 members. (Void
" e & Fuea ™ @gmm P.O. BMFF::om where prohibited. Rules available upon
.I.I.l.l‘u.l.lll.-'.'-.u' T S request.)
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The DATSUN ROADSTER Association
(1981). Helping fellow sports owners
worldwide. Nonprofit organization. Four
semiannual, 16-page newsletters included
with membership. Yearly meets: Mt.
Shasta, Calif. July 15-16; Watkins Glen,
N.Y., September; Dubbo, Australia, June.
Dues $25/year. 11520 Seahurst Rd., Rich-
mond, B.C., Canada V7A-3P2.

DE LOREAN Owners Association. Largest
support organization in the world. For $45
annual dues, you receive Delorean World
magazine, technical assistance and invita-
tions to all sponsored events. Call or write.
J. F. Truscott, 879 Randolph Rd., Santa
Barbara, Calif. 93111. (805) 964-5296.

FERRARI Club of America—the oldest,
largest and finest Ferrari Organization in
North America. Over 3000 members and
growing. The only Ferrari club with active
regions throughout the United States,
Canada and Mexico. National and regional
track, concours and touring events. Quar-
terly magazine, monthly newsletter, mem-
bership roster. We welcome all Ferrari
enthusiasts. For membership information,
please write: FCA Dept. RT, 9632 S. E.
City View Dr., Portland, Ore. 97266.

THE FERRARI OWNERS CLUB—-Estab-
lished in 1961, is America's premier Fer-
rari club devoted to track racing, organized
touring events, technical information, and
International social activities. The Laguna
Seca event in August attracts Ferraris from
around the world. Monthly newsletters
and Illustrated Membership Directory/
Yearbook (itself a coffee table treasure).
Ownership of a Ferrari not required, en-
thusiasm for the marque is! Information
and sample copy of the newsletter, write:
F.O.C., 1708 Seabright Ave., Long Beach,
Calif. 90813.

FIAT Club of America, Inc., Box 192,
Somerville, Mass. 02143-0192. (Founded
and chartered in 1966) Now into its 25th
year, and still the only Fiat worldwide cor-
respondence and largest Fiat club in Amer-
ica. America $35, foreign $45, brings in a
year of merchandise, technical informa-
tion, merchants discounts and newsletters.
Note: foreign U.S. money order or cash.

Worldwide FIERO CLUB. Outstanding in-
formation: V-6 performance, V-8 conver-
sion, handling improvements, recall
details, diagnostic and performance
hotline. Over 100 pages of Fiero Secreis.
Request application. Worldwide Fiero
Clu(L. 835 East 23rd Ave., New Smyrna
Beach, Fla. 32169.

HONDACAR International. Established
1976. Now bimonthly publication with
technical data, news items, questions and
answers, etc., for all Honda auto owners.
Decal, membership card, parts discounts.
Annual dues $20. Box 242RT, Deptford,
N.J. 08096.

JAGUAR CLUBS Of North America: Sub-
scribe to Jaguar Journal the official Jaguar
club publication covering Jaguar news and
activities for collectors, racing fans and en-
thusiasts. Six issues per year. U.S. SI8.
Send check made payable to Jaguar Clubs
of North America, 555 MacArthur Blvd.,
Mahwah, N.J. 07430-2327.

1-800-FAS-TIRE
(327-8473)

P.0. BOX 23055
Cincinnati, Ohio 45223

VISA MASTERCARD AMEXP DINERS

1-800-522-TIRE
(In Ohio)

OH Residents add 5.5% sales tax. Shipping extra, prices subject to change without notice

Buy Yokohama
tires and get
this free

reservatives.

ust imagine how a set of Yokohama tires can improve
the way your car looks. Now, for a limited time they can
do even more. When you purchase a brand new sat of
towspednd?okohanuh&hpaﬂormmor[j 1 truck
tires, you'll receive a free Eagle One car detailing kit

Inside the handy re-usable bucket you'll find an
assoriment of deferent cleaners, waxes and protectants.
So, you can really make that shine. Now all
have to do is simply call 1-800-366-TIRE. Wa'l gladly tell

you where you can locale your nearest

participating 3
But hurry, an offer ke this certainly won't last very long.
YOKOHAMA
High Performance
ol while lasts al pardi U.S. Dealars.
ﬁé’:&uﬁmzatﬁum 06 Mus! bo
chased al the same tme. See dealer lor detalls.
1991 Yokohama Tire Corporation.
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ONE OF JAPAN'S TOP
PERFORMANCE TIRES

185/60HR13 4 215/50VR13
§. 195/50VR15
8. 205/50VA15
€3 22550VA15
xS 205/55VA16 | .5pesto fit most
§ cars & custom

whools
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215/60HR15
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Shocks and

cadlnime
foriomet )
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P PZERO
175/50VR13 & P7002
205/55VR15
195/50VR15 {

5/50VR15

P3-P4-P44
145SR10
155SR13
165SA13
165SR14
175SR14
185SA14
165SA15
165/70SH
175/70SR

185705

FOR PRICES & AVAILABI!

GOODFYEAR

Gatorbacks

225/60VR15
205/55VR16
225/50VR16
225/60VR16
245/50VR16
245/50ZR16
255/50VR16

GM, BMW and Porsche vehicles that oplimize
and spark curve to deliver maximum power to

install a Power Chip in less than 30 minutes.

1910 Thomas Rd., Memphis, TN 38134

For info: (901) 382-8888 Dept. RT HYPERTECH, Inc.

POWER CHIPS PROGRAM
YOUR CAR FOR MAXIMUM
HORSEPOWER & TORQUE!

10 - 20 MORE HORSEPOWER
is a typical gain with a HYPERTECH POWER CHIP. Power Chips
are high performance computer chips for most 1981-1991 Ford,

the air/fuel ratio
pull a heavy

load or pull away from the compelition. You can

Power Chips start at $140. Dealer nearest you call 1-800-PAR-3336. Not legal for sale or use In CA on pollution controlled vehicles.
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Dobi offers the HONDA CRX, CIVIC,
ACCORD and PRELUDE owner this
catalog of goodies. Aerodynamics,
Headers, Exhaust, Suspension are cov-
ered. Send $2.00 to: Dobi 320-P Thor
Pl. Brea, CA 92621 (714) 529-1977.

Dobi offers the TOYOTA COROLLA, CELI-
CA, and SUPRA owner this catalog of
goodies. Aerodynamics, Headers, Exhaust,
Suspension are covered. Send $2.00 to:
Dobi 320-E Thor PI. Brea, CA 92621 (714)
529-1977.

Dobi offers the CAPRI (71-78) owner
this catalog of goodies. Aerodynamics,
Headers, Exhaust, Suspension are cov-
ered. Send $2.00 to: Dobi 320-B Thor
Pl. Brea, CA 92621 (714) 529-1977.

Dobi offers the DATSUN 510 (68-74), 240,
260, 2802, 280ZX, and 300 ZX owner this
catalog of goodies. Aerodynamics, Head-
ers, Exhaust, Suspension are covered.
Send $2.00 to: Dobi 320-K Thor PI. Brea,
CA 92621 (714) 529-1977.

r B AEme,

JIM COOK RACING (714) 828-9122
5450 Katella Ave. #107 (213) 431-4605
Los Alamites, CA 90720 (213) 430-1402 FAX

4
%..
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Z, ZX, NISSAN, HONDA, TOYOTA, MAZDA

PERFORMANCE ACCESSORIES

Aero kits, wheels, exhaust systems, super-
chargers, V-8 conversions, engine, turbo, and
suspension components. 6th ed. color catalog $5.

TUKIC?

e

(< Millenr

MOTORSPORT
PERFORMANCE/COMPETITION PRODUCTS
We carry a full line of high performance
parts and accessories for many 1986 and

:
%
E MIATA
.E.

newer Mazda vehicles.

- 7552 Reynolds, Huntington Beh, CA 92647

(714) 847-2158 - Cal i
R B

Association of JENSEN Owners. Serving
Jensen-Healey, Interceptor, etc. owners
since 1977. Technical advice, parts
information, meets, quarterly magazine
plus newsletters. Contact: AJO, Dept. RT,
Route 7, Box 605, Morganton, N.C.
28655, for sample magazine, newsletter
and application.

LAMBORGHINI Club America (formerly
Nuova Lamborghini Club) invites all
lovers of these magnificent machines to
become members of the world’s largest
Lamborghini club. Club magazine is pub-
lished quarterly, is over 80-pages and
includes articles, events, technical tips and
classifieds. Dues $60 per year in U.S. and
Canada; other countries $US75. Lambor-
ghini Club America, c/o Jim Heady, 170
Monte Vista Rd., Orinda, Calif. 94563.

LOTUS Ltd. International club offers
monthly publication with classified, parts
sources, technical information, regional
meets, local groups. Exclusive Lotus Ltd.
car insurance program. Special rates for
members only. Initial dues $20 U.S., $25
elsewhere. Lotus, Ltd., Box L, Dept. RT,
College Park, Md. 20740

MASERATI CLUB OF AMERICA, the
people oriented club. Nationwide events:
West Coast, East Coast, New England,
Southeastern States. Parts sources, service
information and club discounts. All mod-
els welcome, old and new. Send $50 an-
nual membership dues and get free club
pin, patch, decal and quarterly magazine
*Il Tridente.”” Write today: Maserati Club
of America, Dept. RT., 240 Central Park
South, New York, N.Y. 10019.

MASERATI Club International (A divi-
sion of M.LE. Corp.). Since 1976, over
3000 members. Biturbo owners welcome.
Magazine, color cover, 100 pp. Factory
recognized. Extensive inventory new/used
parts, technical staff, accessories, meets.
Free brochure. U.S. dues $60. Francis G.
Mandarano, Box 772, Mercer Island, Wash.
98040. (206) 455-4449, fax 646-5458.

MASERATI Ovwners Club of North America.
Factory recognized, nonprofit. club. Tech-
nical advice, parts interchange list, quar-
terly newsletter, meets, decals, jacket
patches. Dues $30 yearly, $40 foreign. Ma-
serati Owners Club of North America, Box
6554, Orange, Calif, 92667.

THE MAZDA CLUB. For the MX-5 Miata,
MX-6, and 626. Performance advice, news-
letter, classifieds and parts. Membership
package. $25 annually. $5 sample. Mazda
Club, Box 11238-R, Chicago, IlI. 60611.

MAZDA RX-7 CLUB. Technical hotline,
two-part quarterly magazine, discounts,
free classifieds. $30 yearly. $40 foreign. $5
sample magazine. 1774 S. Alvira Street, Los
Angeles, Calif., 90035. (213) 933-6993,
Fred Matsumoto, call 1-6 PM., PST.

Enhance your enjoyment of your
Mercedes-Benz, join the MERCEDES-
BENZ Club of America. Membership of
over 22,000. Local/national events. An-
nual dues $30, Canada and overseas $35,
includes six issues of the award winning
magazine The Star. Technical experts con-
tribute articles to each issue of this four-
color publication. Membership informa-
tion only (800) 637-2360. Visa or
MasterCard accepted. 1907 Lelaray St.,
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80909.
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MGA Register. Includes Twin Cams, '?.r'.wmnnfc'ri:ms
Magnettes, MGA powered variants. News- g
2 5 % | PHONE TODAY FOR

letter, parts sources, local chapters, restora-
tion/techtips, nationwide meets, regalia. - REDUCED PRICES!

$21 anlnually. NAMGAR, Dept-RT, 2455 e I 0 | wmeTCN il
Glenhill Dr., Indianapolis, Ind. 46240. ey B rCTRUM 2 Tom
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AMERICAN MGB ASSOCIATION. North
America's official registry for MGBs,
MGB-GTs and Midgets. Established 1975.
Magazines, parts, technical advice and lo-
cal chapters. Chicago Convention July
18-21. $25 annually. $5 sample.
AMGBA, Box 11401-R, Chicago, Ill.
60611. (312) 878-5055.
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1-800-FOTO CELL

CALL FROM THE CONTINENTAL USA & CANADA( ., :7s

MIATA CLUB of America. Factory recog-
nized. Your direct line to the people who
designed and built this exciting new sports
car. Inside information, modification de-
tails, service tips and discount accessories.
Full-color quarterly magazine and newslet-
ters. Over 60 local chapters. $25 per year,
foreign US$38, airmail US$48. Miata
Club of America, Box 759, Lilburn, Ga.
30226. Visa or Mastercard orders by fax

Continental GZ51

215/60ZR15 $138 | 225/50ZR16 $182
225/60ZR15 A% | 225/452R18 102
205/55ZR16 84| 245/45IR16 399

O
Z

Continental CZ91
205/55IR16 n.n! 245/45IR16 5238
225/50ZR16 282

PI175/80R13 -S| P2IS/TSR1S -$63
P185/B0R13 —M& | P195/70R14 —&8
P205/T0R : —&

P12/ 7314 88 | pata/Tont
P203/73A14 —86 | possronis —ss Shock Absorbers

et

49 WEST 23rd ST. NY, NY. 10010
FAX: 212-691-3718. OPEN FOR RETAIL.

(404) 921-2838 or by operator (404) 642- - : pira
4482 (orders only). na 53 E.E‘um“:n‘m“n“ TR BREE %% ot
PANTERA International. A technical in- ﬁ &»-— 3 s We stock the samum: KO M1 37Y:% off
XA.7600... shocks, steel Iﬂm Catalog muanmmmdmm
contalns lots of fament Info, too. roundad lo the callar,

formation organization for Pantera own-
ers. Invaluable quarterly publication
containing classified ads, technical in-
formation, etc. $50 annual dues. Foreign
add postage. Pantera International, 5540
Farralone Ave., Woodland Hills, Calif.
91367. (818) 992-1139.
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g3s

800 631-0080 - IN NJ 201575-0080
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PORSCHE The 356 Registry has over 4500 | [Siie sl Far drs il
members dedicated to the preservation of
1950-1965 Porsche cars. Bimonthly maga-
zine, national and local activities, $20 an-
nually. 356 Registry, Inc., PO Box 85018X,

Ft. Wayne, Ind. 46885-5018.

EARLY 911S REGISTRY. A forum for
owners and enthusiasts of the 1967-1973
9118 Porsche cars. Ten dollar yearly dues
bring you a list of members and four quar-
terly issues of an info-packed newsletter.
Early 9118 Registry, Box 363, West Point,
Pa. 19486.

The New PORSCHE 914 Owners Associa-
tion now combined with Porsche 914-6 Club
USA. Newsletter, discounts, technical/resto-
ration information: Reunion 7/91. Dues $20
U.S. $US26 International. 914 Owners
Association, Ste. 165, 611 So. Palm Canyon
Dr. #7, Palm Springs, Calif. 92264.
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NordicTrack infroduces...
Simple ir;snucnons .
for changing your spare fire:

PORSCHE Club of America: Membership . " : ;
includes award winning magazine Pan- 1 Burn more calories. Put NordicRow TBX Take just 20 minutes a
orama, sources for technical questions, as Studies show that the to work for you. day, three times a week.
x;rélea:ath; opportunity to participate in2 | combined use of both your Split-resistance settings for the  With NordicRow TBX there’s no
rnely ol competutuive, 1al € A . -
Contact Nann Weispsenberger. National upper'andlnwer body duq.ng_ upg;-and Joperbody aﬂmou nYeedlod::;km mmﬁ?em
Membership Chairman, 5 Nicholson St., exercise burns more caloriesin to fine-tune your own workout Ou can WOrK out In it
Marblehead, Mass. 01945, (617) 631-4157, less time. Unlike exercise bikes,  and burn maximum calories. A and convenience of your own
EST. Myra Sutton, (214) 690-6205; Caryl treadmills, and stairclimbers that  revolutionary Back Stress home! NordicRow TBX gives you
Hatch, (703) 989-0949, EST. Wendy only work your lower body, Management System works to a superior cardiovascular workout
Gulick, (206) 455-4329, PST. NordicRow TBX is a total-body  support your Iower back for safe, that tones and shapes all the

SAAB CLUB. Monthly technical newslet- exerciser. effective exercise. muscles in your entire body.

ter features repair and performance tips, . . - A
the latest Saab news, parts sources. Covers [ Try NordicRow TBX in your own home NordicRow TB X
o P

all Saabs, 2-stroke through 9000. First 3 i ieation!
year, $29; Canadian $US33; overseas fm'mdayswrﬂlmrdmrobhgamn. BY NORDICTRACK

$US37. Saab Club of North America,

2416 London Rd., Suite 900-R, Duluth, FREE \’IIDE()Q::’ :: HURE CALL l -‘;00'

Minn. 55812. Or write: NordicTrack, 141 Jonathan Blvd. N.. Dept. 333G 1, Chaska. MN 55318
- ©1991 NordicTrack, Inc., A CML Company




UNITED

CELLULAR EXPRESS
724 7TH AVE., NEWYORI(,NY10019

S00-342-0099 -2~ 12-307- 606

| NATION WIDE ACTIVATIONS
UNITED S AND CANADA

300Z PERFORMANCE
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Sports Cars
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ENGINE = EXHAUST © SUSPENSION = AERO
WHEELS » BRAKES * COVERS  ACCESSORIES
- — Order your catalog by calling; ————

714-258-0633

using your MC or Visa or send $5 to:
» 1627 S. Boyd, Dept R = Santa Ana, CA 92705

California Association of SUNBEAM Tiger
owners. Monthly magazine, meetings, parts
warehouse, technical information. Annual
dues: $25 single, $27 dual, $35 foreign,
C.A.T., 5165 Slauson Ave., Culver City,
Calif. 90230. (213) 391-8973.

TVR CAR CLUB NORTH AMERICA wel-
comes all owners and enthusiasts of this
exciting hand-built exotic. Events held all
across North America. Bimonthly newslet-
ter includes technical tips, parts, inter-
change, factory news, classifieds, parts
sources, loads of TVR regalia and more. A
unique club for a unique and exciting
rts car. Information: Marq J. Ruben,
4450 South Park Ave. #1609, Chevy
Chase, Md. 20815. (301) 986-8679.

!MAT‘CIH‘AL QH‘FQRATIQH

MGA-100 3000

Jags $699

HP-600

CALL FOR

NEW BOLO RADAR___§318 NEW ESCORT RADARA_§278
NEW PABSPORAT....§178 BPECTRUM 750 ALL

OPEN 7 DAYS OAM-OPM EST

Momo Steering Wheo's

P21S Whee! Cleanor |AMCO Convertiblo Tops

Panasonic

BEST PRICE

24 HOUR I-'l! IRDERI.I!IEZIMW 1558
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Catalogue $3.00, refundable with frst order,

Wilco Sales Corp.

Box 1128

Rochester, NY 14603

Telophonae 716-442-7050 (666 University Ave.)

—
w Serving the enthusiast since 1954
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HAND CARVED
MAHOGANY

r e v e g e ok e ok ok e

WWII FAGHTERS AND BOMBERS e MODERN
JETS o AIRLNERS o PRIVATE AIRCRAFT

® Hand carved from sobd
mahogany by master craftsmen.

® Exquisitely hand poi

® Museum quality - no decals

© Dimensions 16" o 22°

® [mmediote delvery

© from $99.50

Sotsfocion PACIFIC Colfor
: b Sl

WORLD'S LEADING MAKERS OF
FINE AEROSCULPTURES

Pocfic Aicaft  ®  255Noch79thSteet  ®  Suile5
Scotsdale Aipark Aizona 85260 @ Tel (6029911841

cat 1-800- 950 9944

Sondindided. ® MCNea ®
e Parremre Pl b oSl s R
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VOLVO Sports America—Fifteen years of
dedication to the preservation of the 1800
sports model, the Volvo that made a million
miles. We serve as a source of parts, techni-
cal advice for 1800s and other collector se-
ries Volvos. Local chapters, bimonthly
magazine and car shows. Annual dues in
U.S. 825. For an application write VSA,
1203 W. Cheltenham Ave., Melrose Park,
Pa. 19126.

MISCELLANEOUS

All Out-of-Print Automobile/Motorcycle
Titles (no manuals, etc.) are available or
can be found by us. Nearly 4000 title sub-
ject categorized list, $9.95. T.E. Warth Esq.
Automotive Books, Dept. R2, Lumberyard
Shops, Marine on St. Croix, Minn. 55047.
(612) 433-5744, fax 433-5012.

AUTOMOBILE MAGAZINES, both do-
mestic and foreign from the Thirties to the
Eighties. Twenty different titles. Complete
Automobile Quarterly to 1986 in excellent
condition. J. Mark Cowdin, 708 Clopper
Rd. #21, Gaithersburg, Md. 20878. (301)
990-1251.

Car Enthusiast Tours of England. You're
just a comfortable flight away from this
year's best enthusiast experience. Join a
different kind of tour for exciting
motorsport events, exclusive factory visits
and fantastic historic collections. Indepen-
dent travelers: ask about our self-drive
tours, including car rental and accommo-
dations. Itineraries also designed to indi-
vidual interests. Competitive rates. Major
credit cards accepted. Send for free in-
formation pack: Checkered Flag Events,
Dept. RT, 58 Glenkerry House, Burcham
St., London, E14 OSL, U.K.

EXPERIENCE PAYS. Fast-growing com-
pany specializing in Mercedes-Benz parts
and seeking to be the best in customer ser-
vice, is looking for highly motivated peo-
ple with a minimum of five years
experience in Mercedes-Benz parts or ser-
vice. We have positions available in the
following areas: technical support, ware-
house management, parts sales, sales man-
agement, purchasing management. Good
benefits. Excellent salaries for the right ex-
perience. Relocation expenses. Send re-
sume and salary history to IMPCO, 909
Thompson St., Houston, Texas 77007,
attn. C. Girgen. No telephone calls.



You'll never get a better offer on PASSPORT...

An outstanding value from
the makers of ESCORT*

PASSPORT
® =

Over a million satisfied PASSPORT®
owners are on the road today. Now
we're making PASSPORT’s value and
performance available to an even
greater number of drivers. Place your
order by July 15, 1991 and we’ll give
you a 25% discount off the regular
price of $199.

PASSPORT comes with all the features
you need:

e Long range detection

e Anti-falsing circuitry

e Pulse and instant-on radar detection
* Pocket-size convenience

e Die-cast aluminum housing

We believe so strongly that you'll be
satisfied with PASSPORT, that we
back each purchase with a 30-day
money-back guarantee. Use PASSPORT
where performance counts the most —
in your car, on the roads you travel
every day. If after 30 days you're not
completely satisfied with PASSPORT,
send it back for a refund.

Don't wait until it's “too late.” Call
today for the greatest value in radar
protection.

1-800-433-3487

for Sales & Information
(1-800-543-1608 for Customer Service)

Major credit cards accepted
Ask about our 30-day money back guarantee

P ASSPORT‘ $149 + shipping

Ohlo residents add 5.5% sales tax. Prices higher In Canada.

ESCORT.
P Department 200171

One Microwave Plaza
Cincinnati, Ohio 45249

ol1mou



LUDGE

Order Octane Boost products direct
Racing Decal. Full color logo sticks on
any clean, smooth surface. 7" « 3
Four for $1.05

For Tue Lonc Run
OCTANE BOOST CORPORATION

Box 271148 Dallas, Texas 75227

Meeting/Convention Site—Three reasons
why car show and rally planners are racing
to Grapevine, Texas. Qutstanding accessibil-
ity. Great accommodations and show space.
Extremely affordable. Minutes from Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport. (800)
457-6338 for free planners guide.

WANTED

$100,000 available to buy book collec-
tions, Automobile Quarterlies and individ-
ual titles. Give us a call, fax or letter, T.E.
Warth, Esq., Automotive Books, Dept.
R3, Lumberyard Shops, Marine on St
Croix, Minn. 55047. (612) 433-5744, fax
433-5012.

MERCEDES Wanted—any year, any con-
dition, Also, want Rolls, Porsche, Jaguar
and other exotics. Prefer rough or wrecked
cars. George Wolfes, 4000 W. Lee Rd.,
Smyrna, Ga. 30080. (404) 252-4427.

WANTED for restoration by private col-
lector: Mercedes-Benz 190SL, 300SL, Por-
sche 356 speedster/cabriolet, Jaguar XK/
120/140/150, XKE. Other sports cars con-
sidered. Call for cash offer or free con-
sultation. Randall. (214) 394-0732.

WANTED: Lamborghini, Ferrari, Maserati,
DeTomaso, Jaguar, Healey ISO, old Cor-
vette, Bizzarrini, Porsche speedster, vintage
race cars, and older Italian cars, any condi-
tion, anywhere. Contact Guy Anderson,
2550 Sandy Plains Rd., Suite 320/139, Mari-
etta, Ga. 30066. (404) 971-5014.

WANTED: 1942, 1946, 1947 and 1948
Pontiac and Oldsmobile postcards and snap-
shots and 1942, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1952,

1955 and 1956 De Soto Diplomat and
Dodge Kingsway full-line export catalogs/
folders. Write to Alfred Sherman, 247
Parkview Ave., Apt. 5P, Bronxville, N.Y.
10708.

CLASSIFIED

ACCESSORIES & PARTS; Weber, SK
carb conversions, K&N performance fil-
tration, Boge shocks, Konig seats, BWA,
Luisi steering wheels, Ansa exhaust,
Sonax chemicals. Mention ad for low
prices on imported car parts and acces-
sories. MC/Visa. Greenfield Imported Car
Parts, 335 High St., Greenfield, Mass.
01301. (413) 774-2819, fax 774-3586.

ACCESSORIES FOR LESS: Eibachs, Sus-
pension Techniques, Tokico, Koni, Boge,
Bilstein, KYB, Cibie, Philips, Repco, ex-
hausts, Vitaconi, VDO, Kleen wheels,
Techroncheap, Box 1407, Port Salerno,
Fla. 34992. (800) 848-7383.

ALFA ROMEO. Do you like to drive your
Alfa? Then you'll like our catalog: parts
for everything from 750s through 164s.
$2.00 (303) 447-0239. Centerline Prod-
ucts, Box 1466, Boulder, Colo. 80306.

AUSTIN HEALEY Free Catalog. Big
Healeys and Sprites. Discount prices on
thousands of original equipment, replace-
ment, reproduction, performance parts plus
accessories. Victoria British, Ltd., Box
14991, Lenexa, Kan. 66215. 24-hour
worldwide fax (913) 599-3299. Order toll
free in U.S. and Canada (800) 255-0088.

s \ TOKICO

As the original equipment manufacturer of the shock
absorbers on the Thunderbird Super Coupe, the Lexus
400, and the 300ZX Turbo, Tokico provides quality.

As the manufacturer of Illumina Adjustable and High

Performance shocks, Tokico provides performance.

Send for Tokico's free brochure on high performance gas shocks and springs.
1330 Storm Parkway / Dept RT/ Torrance, CA 90501-5041 / (213)534-4934.




FULL COLOR FEATURES. The best and the brightest
exotic cars from around the world. Plus European
tuner cars, exciting concept cars, vintage sports
carsand high-performance GTs, exofic travel
quests, museum and private-collection tours, one-
offs, significant automotive art exhibits and concours.

NEW LOOK. Exotic Cars Quarterly ushers in a bold

new size with clean, forceful type and exciting

graphics.Plus several new departments: Appre

ciating Cars for the latest in exotic and sports-car

investment trends for collectors: Style Lines for
riveting interviews of the world’s great automotive
designers: Aufoexotica for news and exciting
happenings from the world of exotic cars.

FOUR TIMES A YEAR. Every 90 days or so, find
anotherextraordinary edition of Exotic Cars
Quarterly in your mailbox. No need fo run down to
the corner drug store just to find out the issue you
want is sold out. Each issue is sent to you in a pro-
tective clear plastic wrap to ensure it arrives in fop
condition. It is also printed on high-quality paper so
that you can collect and enjoy back issues for years.

SAVE UP TO 34 PERCENT! Subscribe to Exotic Cars
Quarterly fortwo years and you'll get eight
delicious issues for $25.95, a $39.60 value. Or check
off the $15.95 one-year subscription offer and save
19 percent off the newsstand cost.

DON'T MISS OUT!
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and mail the attached
card and you will be
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BILL ME LATER! Send no
money now. Simply fill out

billed. If the card is miss-
ing. write to Road &

Track’s Exofic Cars Quar-
terly, David Leckey, 1633

Broadway, 43rd floor, New
York, New York 10019.
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our choice—including mount nta
ng  hot-air ballooning, sky

Slim Twin has the narrow
head that shaves every place
on your face. And now it can
help take you someplace

No purchase necessary Vosd where prohubsted Sweepstakes
ends September 30 1991 See official rules for Oetails.

try here
. ymirbuysmn'rwinaazors.

1991 Warner-Lambert Co



AUSTIN-HEALEY Parts, Free catalog,
competitive prices, toll-free lines and free
quarterly newsletter are just a few of the
advantages of calling Moss Motors, Ltd.
for your British car parts needs. Call toll-
free in U.S. and Canada (800) 235-6954
or use our 24-hour worldwide fax: (805)
968-6910.

AUTO DISMANTLING. Foreign and
American, over 78 acres of used parts,
engines, transmissions, rear ends, etc. Best
prices. 100% guaranteed. We ship any-
where. Visa, MasterCard. Yale’s Inc.,
Montville, Conn. 06353. (800) 243-0874.

BMW PARTS. We offer new genuine
original parts for all U.S. models. Restora-
tion parts our specialty. Send $4 for parts
guide covering 2002, 320i, Bavaria.
Bimmer Parts Co., Box 377, Pottstown. Pa.
19464. (215) 326-3502.

BODY PARTS-Datsun Z, Fiat 124,
MGA, MGB, Midget, BMW, Triumph
TR-4 -6, Austin Healey 3000, Sprite. High
quality fiberglass, lightweight, original
look. Serving enthusiasts for over 20 years.
Catalog $2. Perfect Plastics Industries,
14th St., New Kensington, Pa. 15068,
(412) 339-3568.

Parting Out BRITISH Cars. Over 200 Jag-
uars, also MG, Triumph, Rover, Jensen
Healey. New and rebuilt parts too. Many
NLS items. Some rebuildable cars. British
Auto Center, Ltd. 2938 S.W. Avalon Way,
Seattle, Wash. 98126. (206) 935-0874.

CORNERING LAMPS—AII vehicles. Elec-
tronic control operates foglamps as corner-
ing lamps, $89.95. Dealer inquiries
invited. F & W 39W960 Midan, Elburn,
Ill. 60119. (800) 323-5251.

CORVAIR PARTS: Over 8000 new and
used Corvair parts in giant 400-page illus-
trated catalog, $4. Clark’s Corvair Parts,
Inc., Rt. 2 Box RT, Shelburne Falls, Mass.
01370. (413) 625-9776.

CUSTOM BRAS: Sleek fit. Best protec-
tion against debris. Heavy expanded vinyl.
Flannel backing pampers paint. Colors.
Hard-to-finds. Guaranteed. Order now,
most $110.95, M/C, Visa. Brochure $1,
Emex, 5005 College N.W., Albuquerque,
N.M. 87020. (505) 898-7837.

DATSUN Z and ZX PARTS. Our new 92-
page catalog is here. The best prices, selec-
tion and service on hard-to-find
restoration parts, accessories and perfor-
mance parts. We have it all. Order your
special discount coupon and catalog by
mail or phone; $4 U.S., 85 Canada-U.S.
funds, $10 foreign. Motorsport Auto,
1139 W. Collins Ave., Orange, Calif.
92667. Order desk only (800) 633-6331,
24-hour fax (800) 321-3777, customer ser-
vice (714) 639-2620.

DATSUN Z, ZX Free Accessories Cata-
log. Large selection and discount prices.
Long Motor Corp., Box 14991, Lenexa,
Kan. 66215. 24-hour worldwide fax (913)
599-3299. Order toll free all U.S. (800)
222-LONG.

DATSUN Z/ZX Owners. The ultimate
selection of restoration, mechanical and
performance parts. Fast, dependable ser-
vice. Catalog $3. Tweeks, 8148-MRD
Woodland, Indianapolis, Ind. 46278 (800)
428-2200, (317) 875-0076

ST VAN
“Anyone who
holds a breath
of life would

ache to motor

one of Dinan’s
tuned and

tweaked BMWs.”
— AutoWeek

Our engineers have created a complete line of BMW products designed to take
your car to new levels of performance and handling. Dinan products are carefully
matched to all BMW models from 1970 through 1991 and are available in varying
levels to deliver maximum performance for the casual to the most serious enthusiast.

High performance engine and transmission control computer chips, suspension
systems, wheels and tires, carbon fiber metallic brake pads, exhaust systems, custom
drivetrain components, normally aspirated performance engines and turbo systems.
To discuss your needs with a Dinan performance representative, call 415-962-9417.
Dinan, for the driving enthusiast.

).\ PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING

81 PIONEER WAY MOUNTAIN VIEW, CAUFORNIA 94041 415-962-9417

Some products not legal for sale or use in California on any pollution controlled motor vehicles.

Is This The Pocher Ferrari F40
Or Are You 20 Yards From The Real Thing ?




Detector Brackets

The Ultimate PASSPORT " Mount!

A More Convenient Way to Use Your PASSPORT.™
+ Slides in and out easily to automatically plug and unplug your cord.
* Provides the most secure method to mount your PASSPORT.™

Passport Coilcord
$12.95

PATENT PENDING

* Will not fall off the mounting in rough road or
comering conditions.

. S»w‘dre:ign dis.ooumges theft when

* Infinitely adjustable for any windshield angle assuring
maximum performance from your PASSPORT.™

30-day money back guarantee

" 1-800-5471788 ——
Phone lines open M-F 9-5 Sat. 9-1 PST

Karl Durkheimer Motorsports
P.O. Box 82999 Portland, Oregon 97282-0999

$22.95 plus

$3.00 shipping & handling
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FIBERFAB INTERNATIONAL OFFERS A SU-
PERB COLLECTION OF EASY TO ASSEMBLE
REPLICAS. ALL THE EXCITEMENT OF A BY-
GONE ERA CAN BE YOURS WITH JUST AVER-
AGE MECHANICAL SKILLS AND ORDINARY
TOOLS!

For more information and a Complimentary Color

Brochure CALL 1-800-328-5671 in MN 612-546-
7336 or write Fiberfab International, Dept. RT, 6807
Wayzata Bivd., Minneapolis, MN, 55426  030-G-1

FREE Performance Catalog for British,
Japanese, European cars. High compres-
sion oversize pistons, camshafts, valve
trains, aluminum flywheels, clutches,
headers, muffler systems, cylinder heads,
engines. PAECO, 2400-R Mountain Dr.,
Birmingham, Ala. 35226. (205) 823-7278

WELSH JAGUAR ENTERPRISES. The
Nation's largest leading supplier of antique
and contemporary Jaguar spares. Our
50,000 sq. feet of inventory includes all
restoration and maintenance items for
your cat. Sheet metal, rubber products,
chrome and mechanical items both new
and used are ready for daily UPS ship-
ments. Custom embroidered Jaguar cloth-
ing available. Call for catalogs. (800) 875-
JAGS, (614) 282-8649, fax 282-1913.

JAGUAR OWNERS: We offer the largest
selection of parts for all model Jaguars
found anywhere. All models from XKs
and E-Type to current XJs Restoration
parts, mechanical, trim, rubber, interior
trim, accessories and performance parts.
Send $6 today for our 1991 catalog with
over 325 pages. XKs Unlimited, 850 Fiero
Lane, San Luis Obispo, Calif. 93401.
(800) 444-JAGS.

JAGUAR XK-120-140-150 PARTS. Free
catalog, competitive prices, toll-free lines
and free quarterly newsletter are just a few
of the advantages of calling Moss Motors,
Ltd. for your British car part needs. Call
toll-free in U.S. and Canada (800) 235-
6954, or use our 24-hour worldwide fax:
(805) 968-6910.

JENSEN PARTS, accessories. Official
factory parts distributors. We have the
most comprehensive inventory in U.S. Call
us first. Visa, MasterCard welcome. Delta
Motorsports, Inc., 2724 E. Bell Rd., Phoe-
nix, Ariz. 85032. (602) 265-8026. Catalog.

MERCEDES-BENZ: We offer the largest
selection of used Mercedes parts in the
Pacific Northwest. We ship anywhere in the
United States quickly and efficiently. Au-
rora Auto Wrecking Inc., 9217 Aurora Ave.
N., Seattle, Wash. 98103. (800) 426-6464.

MERCEDES: Parting out over 400
Mercedes 1938-1985. Many hard to find
parts including 600, 6.3 coupe, convertible.
190SL, 230SL, 250SL, 450SL. Many re-
buildables. Also new European headlights
for late model, new air conditioning kits for
190SL, 230SL, 250SL, 280SL, 450SL; air
for most all M-B. Fuel injection pumps re-
built $325, (404) 434-5686. Embee, Inc.,
4000 Lee Rd., Smyrna, Ga. 30080.

MG Free Catalog. MGA, MGB, MGC,
MIDGET. Discount prices on thousands
of original equipment, reproduction, per-
formance parts plus accessories. Victoria
British, Ltd.,, Box 14991, Lenexa, Kan.
66215. Worldwide orders (913) 541-8500,
24-hour worldwide fax (913) 599-3299 or
order toll free in U.S. and Canada (800)
255-0088.

MG—At MG Bits & Spares, MG’s are a
way of life. Owned and operated by enthu-
siastic MG buffs. We offer a complete line
of parts for your MGB, ranging from the
smallest nuts and bolts to rebuilt engines.
A 140-page fully-illustrated catalog is
yours for the asking. Same day shipping,
105 Azalea, Jonesboro, Ark. 72401 or call
(800) 643-3482.
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MG TC-TD-TF, MGA, MGB & MIDGET
Parts. Free catalog, competitive prices,
toll-free lines and free quarterly newsletter
are just a few of the advantages of calling
Moss Motors, Ltd. for your British car part
needs. Call toll-free in U.S. and Canada
(800) 235-6954, or use our 24-hour world-
wide fax: (805) 968-6910.

MG, TC-TD-TF OWNERS. Let us help
you take a closer look at what you've got
by taking a closer look at what we've got.
Send $6 today for your copy of our world-
renowned parts guide and discover the joy
of ordering from a fully-illustrated, no-
nonsense catalog. Abingdon Spares, Ltd.,
Box 37R, Walpole, N.H. 03608. Orders
(800) 225-0251. Inquiries (603) 756-
4768, fax 756-9614.

MIATA Parts and Accessories. Perform-
ance, appearance, protection. Many spe-
cially-designed items available exclusively
from us. Order your Miata-only catalog by
mail, phone or fax. $2 U.S. and Canada,
85 foreign. Miatasport, 1139 W. Collins
Ave., Orange, Calif. 92667. Order desk
only (800) 633-6331, 24-hour fax (800) 321-
3777, customer service (714) 639-2620.

NISSAN Z, ZX. Suspension packages.
Tokico shocks, Suspension Techniques
springs, anti-roll bars. Poly bushings, HKS
turbo parts. Free price list. (800) 854-
6640. Performance World, Dept. 7, 7450
Ronson Rd., San Diego, Calif. 92111.
(619) 571-3811.

PORSCHE. 10,000+ restoration, me-
chanical and performance parts. 154-page
catalog $3. Tweeks, 8148-MRP Wood-
land, Indianapolis, Ind. 46278. (800) 428-
2200; 3301 E. Hill #408-MRP, Long
Beach, Calif. 90804. (800) 421-3776.
(800) 782-9231 (Calif.).

356A/B/C, 900 OWNERS. The source: ob-
solete rubber, restoration items. Write
or call for latest brochure. New products
monthly. Immediate delivery. (619) 438-
2205. International Mercantile, Box 2818,
Del Mar, Calif. 92014,

Porsche 911 WEBER Conversions. We are
the original manufacturer offering highest
quality, lowest prices, best service. Free bro-
chure: PMO, 135-17th St., Santa Monica,
Calif. 90402.

PORSCHE PARTS EXPERTS. End your
search! We have all new and used parts to
complete your restoration. Giant illustrated

KARROUSEL

)\ MOTORSPO

'RECARO

ANSA - KONI - KAMEI - DINO - GTS - COVER-
CRAFT - HURRS - FLOFIT - A;% g%f!? S’
KARROUSEL MOTOR
1-800-373-7281 * MN (612) 535-5600
5213 W. Broadway, Mpls., MN 55429

catalogs for each model, $4. Automobile
Atlanta, 505 S. Marietta Pkwy., Dept R&T,
Marietta, Ga. 30060. (404) 427-2844.

PORSCHE and BMW salvage. Call us
and save money buying used parts. Air-
and water-cooled rebuildables, new and
reproduction parts and accessories 100.
(714) 995-0081. Best Deal, Inc., 8171
Monroe, Stanton, Calif. 90680.

As seen in Autoweek, VW & Porsche Maga-
zine, etc: Porsche Ownership $19.95. Beau-
tiful wall plaque displaying authentic
Porsche Automobile piece. Desk pen set.
$29.95. (P&H $3.). (800) 777-5313. Or-
ders only. Information (503) 581-5166.
Motor Art Gallery. 4567 Liberty #108, Sa-
lem, Ore. 97302.

SAAB and VOLVO parts. Large selection.
Wholesale prices. Orders shipped within
24 hours. Call for monthly specials. M/C
and Visa accepted. (800) 32-TROLL
Trollhattan Motors, Inc.

SAVE THOUSANDS on your next car
purchase. Information from an insider.
Call now, only §1.95/minute. (900) 726-
8888, ext. 111. Free car buying guide to
every caller.

SEIZED CARS, trucks, boats, planes, 4-
wheelers. Many models, exotic imports. By
drug enforcement, FBI, IRS. Unbelievable
bargains on late models. Available your area
now. Call (805) 682-7555 Ext. C-1007.

SUNBEAM FREE CATALOG. Alpine,
Tiger. Discount prices on thousands of

original equipment, reproduction, perfor-
mance parts plus accessories. Victona Brit-
ish, Ltd., Box 14991, Lenexa, Kan. 66215.
24-hour worldwide fax (913) 599-3299.
Order toll free in U.S. and Canada (800)
255-0088.

TEFLON@® Paint Sealant, Professional
Grade. Guaranteed to be the best! $8 plus
shipping/handling. (24 hour shipping)
Moll::rl:;ssey Wax & Glaze (800) 6?&8 12
Visa/MC/AmEx.

TRIUMPH FREE CATALOG. TR2-6,
TR7 and TRS, Spitfire-GT6. Discount
prices on thousands of original equipment,
reproduction, performance parts plus ac-
cessories. Victoria British, Ltd., Box
14991, Lenexa, Kan. 66215. 24-hour
worldwide fax (913) 599-3299. Order toll
free in U.S. and Canada (800) 255-0088.

TRIUMPH TR2-3-4A, TR250/6 & TR7
Parts. Free catalog, competitive prices,
toll-free lines and free quarterly newsletter
are just a few of the advantages of calling
Moss Motors, Ltd. for your British car part
needs. Call toll-free in U.S. and Canada
(800) 235-6954, or use our 24-hour world-
wide fax: (805) 968-6910.

WIRE WHEELS custom made to fit all
cars. Available in both bolt-on and real
knock-off types. Also quality restoration
or repair of any wire wheel. Catalog $1.
Dayton Wheel Products, 1147-RT S.
Broadwag St., Dayton, Ohio 45408. (800)
862-6000, Ohio (513) 461-1707.
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Your dreams can become reali-
ty at the Jim Russell Racing
Driver’s School. Whether you've
set your sights on winning the
Indianapolis 500, or you just want
to see what it’s really like to drive
a race car, Jim Russell has a

course to fit your needs. One,
two and three day courses, one-
on-one private instruction, group
and corporate rates...are all avail-
able from the world’s oldest and
most respected driving school,
Jim Russell.

|
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East Coasl - Le circuit Mont-Tremblant
Post Office Box 119-A, Mont-Tremblant
Quebec, Canada JOT 120

Tel: (819)425-2739

Don’t put your dreams on hold.

West Coast - Laguna Seca Raceway
1023 Monterey-Salinas Highway
Salinas, CA 93908 USA

Tel: (500) 821-8755, (408) 372-7223
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CRUTCHFIELD

PRICES!

o~ -

Youll d the mr helpful shopping informa-
tion in over 100 Crutchfield caﬁog pages.

FREE

Stereo
Catalog

Refer to the Crutchfield catalog be-

fore buying your next car stereo,

home stereo, or video product

® Over 100 pages of helpful articles,
conmmer;?és. charts, and installa-

tion guides.
® Color photos, complete descriptions
and technical cations on

hundreds of the finest brand name
value shop

You more value ping at

Cruf g

® Toll-free product advice, ordering,
and customer service.

® 24 hour shipping.

® Absolute satisfaction guaranteed.

® Full 30-day return privileges.

® Discount prices on Sony, Pioneer,
JVC, Jensen, Proton, Advent,
Clarion, Kenwood, AR, Infinity,
Bose, and many more!

Call or send this coupon now
for your FREE Catalog

800-336-5566

Be sure to mention Road & Track when calling

Name
Address Apt. #
City State  Zip

%:rﬁmal—Are you in the market for:
PC products [0 fax/copiers
O security products

CRUICHFIELD

1 Crutchfield Park, Dept RT, Charlotiesville, VA 22906

v

oles

Hot stuff,
Deutsche style

A COLD-START is the worst time for
emissions control, even to the compli-
cation of possibly requiring electrical-
ly heated catalysts. But German re-
searchers have come up with a rather
more elegant approach. According to
the industry newsletter Moror News
Break, VW and Schatz Thermo Engi-
neering have devised what they call a
Heat Battery, which stores heat effi-
ciently and releases it during cold-start.

The Heat Battery consists of a vacu-
um bottle with metallic fins, filled with
a salt compound. During normal oper-
ation, engine coolant flows over the
fins and melts the salt, this phase
change storing a lot of heat, some 60
kilowatts’ worth, for a day or more.
When the engine is restarted, the cold
coolant causes the salt to solidify again,
releasing the heat almost immediately.

Expect to see the Heat Battery in
production within a few years.

I hear you knocking

FOR A LONG time, engineers have
known the source of detonation,
knock or, in its mildest form, ping. It's
abnormal combustion occurring too
soon, too rapidly and in the wrong
place in the combustion chamber.

But, recently, researchers at the
University of Southern California
have gone a step further. They’ve
identified the mechanism of knock,
the chemical processes that give rise to
these potentially damaging combus-
tion events.

According to USC professor Sidney
W. Benson, hydrogen peroxide is
formed during normal combustion of
airand fuel. Asit heats up, though, this
hydrogen peroxide breaks down into a
hydroxy! group, a combination of hy-

BY DENNIS SIMANAITIS

drogen and oxygen, and these react
with gasoline to cause the rapid, un-
controlled burning we know as knock.

Of course, back before its environ-
mental problems were fully appreciat-
ed, lead was a perfectly fine antiknock
additive. Benson and his colleagues
determined the underlying mecha-
nism of this as well, in that lead com-
pounds inhibit the formation of hy-
drogen peroxide in the first place.

Their goal now is to find an effec-
tive inhibitor that isn’t as toxic.

The lunacy of it all

MARK TWAIN ONCE called the Unit-
ed States Congress our great national
lunatic asylum. With this in mind,
let’s consider recent congressional dis-
cussions of CAFE, Corporate Average
Fuel Economy.

Instituted in the late Seventies,
CAFE regulations set minimal mpg
levels for automakers’ sales-weighted
fleet averages. And, as logic would
dictate, each automaker meets the
same standard, with the same penalty
for noncompliance. True, there are
complications of credits, shortfalls, im-
port/domestic splits and the like, quite
enough to cross a legal scholar’s eyes.
But, in essence, what began as a chal-
lenging 18.0 mpg back in 1978 has
moved in stages to today’s 27.5 mpg.

What’s more, these standards have
accomplished a great deal in forcing
technology (and the marketplace) to-
ward cars of increased fuel efficiency,
regardless of size, type or intended
use. Thus, I believe CAFE has been
generally a Good Thing,

Current fleet averages vary all over
the board, some automakersin the low
20s, others meeting the magic 27.5
through previously earned credits, still
others well into the 30s. And this is
where things get illogical, for one




CAFE proposal being discussed
would require each automaker to im-
prove its own particular CAFE figure
by 20 percent between now and 1996
and 40 percent by 2001.

Now I don’t mind forcing technolo-
gy: indeed, it’s a most effective way of
achieving a goal. But consider the im-
plications of such a maker-by-maker
CAFE game: Suppose carmaker A has
a current CAFE of 23.0 mpg, while
carmaker B has one of 31.0. (These
figures, by the way, aren’t unrealistic.)
For 1996, carmaker A’s target would
be 27.6 mpg, whereas carmaker B’s
works out to 37.2 mpg. Thus, A could
earn credits for achieving a mere 28
mpg, yet B would face stiff fines if it
improves its average to 36.

And it becomes even more outland-
ish by 2001. Company B, fuel-con-
scious all along, gets fined for any-
thing less than 43.4 mpg. Yet
profligate company A gets 10 years to
reach 32.2 mpg—only 1.2 mpg more
than company A’s current number.

Buddy, can you spare a
light (engine)?

A CENTRALIZED SOURCE of illumi-
nation may soon replace something
like 80 separate lamps in tomorrow’s
automobile. This *“light engine’-con-
cept would use a single arc-discharge
unit (see Tech Notes, May 1990) and
fiber-optic lines to distribute the light
throughout the car. Among its advan-
tages are the elimination of bulb fila-
ments, reduced size and weight, and
lighting sources cool enough to permit
tough polycarbonate lenses.

General Electric is one of the com-
panies at the forefront of this new
technology. Ford has featured the
light-engine idea in its current show
cars; GM expects it to enter limited
production by 1994 or 1995.

VOLKSWAGEN
RESTORATION PARTS

8 BUG B GHA B TYPE 3 B SUNROOF

8 BUS B RABEIT GOLF B CONVE ATELE

FREE CATALOG
WEST COAST METRIC, INC.

JIBMP
design

| Parts & Accessories

| for BMW cars.

Catalog $5

5100 Oid Bullard - R - Tyler, Texas 75703
(214) 581-1855

A \8~F&  FIAT LANCIA CATALOG
2\
&0 e
V Phone Order (404) 928-1446

é\ﬁé ;ﬁ::b“ 24 Hour Fax Order (404) 928-1342

{ S
MASTERCARD

DiSCOVER
1111 Via Bayless * Dept. R » Marietta, GA 30065-2770 USA
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE wes——

Charlottesville, VA 22806
PARTS HOTLINE: 800-726-0555

PARTS - ACCESSORIES
LOW PRICES CAIL *3®

WORLD'S
CATALOG

THE ULTIMATE SOURCE

92 N Woodholl R2 Hemd

1-800-537- 8248

WHAT IS YOUR CAR WORTH?
1-900-999-CARS

24 EDURS » NOTOLLCRARGES 2 2 7 7

* CABS 1975 TO FRESENT » TOUCHTONE PEONE NEED
* $1.50 PER MINUTE » mmmﬂﬁ.r‘s -

DISCOUNT SUNGLASSES
30-50% OFF RETAIL PRICES
Largest selection of Ray-ban, Forsche.
Alpina, Vaurnet, Serenget, Revo, Cazal
Ray-ban wayfarer, $32; Forsche black, $88;
Serengeli Driver (med) $54.95; Vaurmet (4002) $5495
Toll free ordening and pnce quotes. Catalogs $2
Sunglass Studio, Inc. 1-800-955-2122

P.O. Box 580. 40-19 164 51 Flush . NY 11358 718-224-3728

ROAD & TRACK LIBRARY CASE & BINDERS
Binders RT 396 $10.95 Library Case RT 399
$10.95 TO ORDER: Print number and price
along with your name and address on a piece of
paper. Enclose cost plus $2.50 postage and han-
dling in check or money order. Add your state
salestax (e.g 5%% OH. 6% CA). Mail to: ROAD
& TRACK. P.O. Box 749, Holmes, PA 19043.

It's a vacation every time you hit the gas
with HKS exhausts, cams, electronics,
turbo systems, intercoolers and more
for Toyota, Mazda, Mitsubishi, Nissan
and Honda. Start your trip with our 88-
page Master Catalog. $8.00.

e

Not legal for sale or use ; CA on any poliution controfed vemscles

HKS USA. Inc
?D‘.!I?Glame P .St A1
Totrance,
maz&am

NEUSPEED).
KONI ¢ BILSTEIN
HELLA ¢ EIBACH
KAMEI ¢ ZENDER
VDO e MOMO

FULL LINE PARTS SUPPLY
CALL FOR BEST PRICES

Send for cur great new Cataleg #113 ... $5.00
first elass USA & Canada, cther countries $15.00.
PLACING ORDERS, CALL TOLL FREE
1/800/423-3623 (except CA, AK)

ALL OTHER QUESTIONS:
~ 714/630-1144

L. Aufomofive
A Performa
Systermns, Inc.

1464 N. HUNDLEY ST. ANAHEIM, CA 92806-1382

ACURA

High performance components and styling
accessories from the premier team in the world.

s_/3CKSON 380G
COLOR CATALOG ONLY $5.00 US.

714/841-3001
% 16291 Gothord St. » Huntinglon Beach CA 92647 J

NEW TOYS!
I ITTOMOTION ==

St
Just out! The world's finest catal of parts and sovessonies for
your Porsche. 160 pages filled w d:emtsoﬂb\mo!
maintenance, accessory, restorztion, and reang

Flus money-saving h'd: . $1.00 refundable. Call us te.}-!mr
today Automotion, 35335 Rd, Santa Clara, CA 55051
(800) 777-8881 AUTOMOTION'
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PEOPLE
WRITE 10
PENNZOIL

Straight Answers from
the Automotive Experts.

DonJohnson, V.P.
Product Engineering
Pennzoil Products Co.

20W-50: Is It The Right Oil?

u. A friend of mine recently had a new
2.8 litre V-6 short block engine installed

in his Chevy S-10 Blazer. His mechanic
recommended and installed 20W-50 motor
oil in his new engine. I strongly urged my
friend not 1o use any oil with that heavy a
viscosity in his new engine.

L also wamed my friend that consid-
erable damage or short engine life could
arise from using a heavy viscosity oil in
his vehicle. Who's right? Thank you.

W.H., East Lansing, Ml

A ir you placed a bet with your friend,
congratulations. He owes you. General
Motors recommends 5W-30 for winter
and 10W-30 for summer.

It's true that prior to 1980, 20W-50
molor oils were generally recommended
for temperatures above 40°F. But engines
have changed dramatically. So have
manufacturers’ recommendations.

And today, General Motors, Ford,
Chrysler, and most imports do nof recom-
mend 20W-50 for any new car or light
truck. If your friend continues to use
20W-50 in cold Michigan weather, he’s
headed for a shorter engine life, and even
costly repairs. That's because 20W-50
can't flow fast enough to adequately pro-
tect the engine. Next winter, it’s vital he
use the right weight of oil.

We’re Open To Questions
about motor oils, lubricants, and engines.
And we'd like to hear from you. Write to:
Don Johnson, Pennzoil Products Company,
P.O. Box 2967, Houston, TX 77252-2967.

Pennzoil.
Ever since America
learned to drive™
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Airbag concerns

I recall repeated warnings that the
noise of airbag deployment can cause
permanent hearing damage. Please
comment on this.

Richard Barkosky
Thompson, Manitoba
Canada

Once an airbag deploys, is the car
still driveable?

Ronald T. Anderson
Newport Beach, California

To address the second of these related
queries first, be aware that it’s a serious
crash indeed that would invoke airbag
deployment; thus a car’s driveability
may well be moot.

By design, airbag deployment leaves the
steering wheel hub in shambles. If it’s the
passenger side, other panels will be parted
and displaced by the airbag’s instanta-
neous inflation. On the other hand, air-
bags are designed to deflate in a fraction of
a second; thus their incursion of the pas-
senger compartment is limited.

So. to the extent that the rest of its sys-
tems arestill functioning, the caris drive-
able. Remember, though, airbags deploy
only once; thus the car is lefi with reduced
protection. See Technical Correspon-
dence, February 1991 and April 1990,
Jor related discussions on these points.

With regard to the noise of airbag de-
ployment, it has been likened to shotgun
fire, and certainly sportsimen recognize
the importance of ear protectors. Of
course there'savasl difference between a
day’s sport shooting and a single expo-
sure in a car crash.

In any accident serious enough to
probe system effectiveness, any restraint
carries inherent risk. Properly worn seat-
belts, for example, can leave chest
bruises; improperly worn ones can cause
severe internal injuries. The violent
chemical reaction giving instantaneous

inflation of an airbag has been known to
cause minor burns. But the risk of serious
injury is many times greater for an unre-
strained occupant.

Another airbag concern is the out-of-
position occupant, a standing child, say,
whose location with respect to the airbag
may be less than optimal and who might
be injured by the force of deployment.
(Why anyone would allow a child to
stand in a car is quite another matter.)
Yet another airbag question concerns oc-
ular injury. because an airbag inflates in
literally less than the blink of an eye.

Designers note that these problems
can be mitigated by modifying the path
of the expanding airbag. Other modifica-
tions of deployment can lessen any burn
exposure.

Airbags have evolved into effective
supplemental restraints in initial im-
pacts of frontal or near-frontal type. But
they are not a replacement for properly
worn seatbelts.

Our closing comment is firsthand, for
one of our staff had an accident in which
an airbag deployed. Though he doesn't
remember either sound vividly, he sug-
gests that the noise of the crash itself was
probably a lot more compelling at the
time. Of course he was wearing his seat-
belt as well, and, no doubt, the combina-
tion saved him from serious injury.

The shocking truth

I just purchaseda 1987 Nissan Max-
ima SE, which has three-way adjust-
able shocks (Soft, Normal and Firm
modes). The local foreign-car shop in-
formed me that replacement of these
shocks would ultimately be a very ex-
pensive proposition, with replace-
ment shocks running upwards of $400
apiece. I have not actually checked the
price, but if it’s true, does any manu-
facturer make a replacement shock
that is nonadjustable and, therefore,
less expensive? I do not care about the




adjustability and would be happy with

a simple firm shock absorber.
Christopher C. Leighton

Freeport, Maine
Two local Nissan dealers have con-
firmed the high cost of original-equip-
ment adjustable shocks. The front
sealed struts ranged from $440 to $485
apiece. The rear suspension uses re-
placeable shock cartridges, which cost a
modest $53 to $64 each. A call to Kirk
Rooney at Tokico America (3555 W.
Lomita Blvd., Ste. E, Torrance, Calif.
90505, [213] 534-4934) revealed that it
is possible to convert your Maxima fo
nonadjustable. sport-tuned shocks for

TRY IT, FREE.

Pull, tug, touch, breathe, squeeze, freeze, soak,
rub, roll and more. Before you invest in a car
cover, make sure you try Evolution® 3 fabric from
Kimberly-Clark. Evolution 3 fabric is 4 layers of
unique engineering that allows a car cover
to outperform ordinary altematives. Before
you buy, try. Call now for your free 'Beauty
Tips" car-care brochure and an Evolution 3
fabric sample.

800-554-3600

[t fis
coke

! Registered trademark of Kimberly-Clark Corporation
21991 KCC. All nghts reserved.

In 1957 Jim Russell founded the #
world's first racing driver’s school, eig
thereby creating an mdustry C -

with North Amercia’s premier front i
wheel drive racing school featuring ¢
fully race prepared, 245hp, Mitsu- <
bishi Eclipse Turbos.
You will experience techniques ?;
specifically designed for front wheel <=
drive and sedan applications, giving

offer skid control and street survival
programs in our new Mitsubishi
® Galant Sedans.
»  For those of you with aspirations
& of being World Champion, the same
techniques and training that helped
g take Emerson Fittipaldi, Danny
> Sullivan, Derek Bell and Gilles
Villeneuve to the top are available in
our 175hp wing and slick equipped

Formula Russell cars.

— g

Al our courses are available year round at Laguna Seca
Raceway, Monterey California.

you the competitive edge required to run at the front.
If improving your street driving skills is your goal, we

-Students Are Fast Learners!

Not the best because we're the oldest...The oldest because we're the best.
1023 Salinas-Monterey Highway, Salinas, CA 93908 * (408) 372-7223, 1-800-821-8755 or 1-800-422-8867 (in California)




IF YOU
LIKE TO DRIVE
FAST, WE HAVE

A PROGRAM
FOR YOU.

The Skip Barber Racing

School. Leamn to race at the school
the Pros choose. Now at 14 locations
throughout the country. The three, five,
and seven day programs feature the latest
Formula Fords and maximum {rack time.

BMW/Skip Barber Advanced
Driving School. Designed for the
serious driver who wants to get the most
performance from his performance
automobile. The emphasis is on driving
technique and car control. Features lhe
exciting new BMW M-3 in one or two day
programs.

Skip Barber Race Series. The
best value in racing today. We provide all
cars, preparation and transport. Your job is
to drive. Series are held for East, West,
Midwest, and Florida Championships.

For more information call: (203) 824-0771.
For west coast school information call:
(707) 939-8000.

Now you can express the cosmo-
politan flavor of Formula 4 racing in
comfort and style with the Interna-
tional Sweatshirt.This super-soft
cotton/polyester sweatshirt features
the flags of eight of the 16 nations
currently hosting F1 events.The
International Sweatshirt is the ulti-
mate in casual attire.

Avallable In two sizes: S/M and
L/XL. Please specify size.

To order by mail: Send $39.95 (plus
$5.00 for postage and handling) to:
Road & Track, P.O. Box 749, Holmes,
PA 19043,

For credit card orders, call toll free:
(800) 345-8112.Visa,Mastercard and
American Express accepted.
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PARTS & ACCESSORIES * LOW PRICES » 100 PGS - $3

FAST DELIVERY 38

ﬂ“n-ﬁaﬁ'ﬂlm auto serviceinc.

44 EXETER STREET, NEWMARKET NH 03857

100% CUSTOM
SHEEPSKIN SEATCOVERS

— Cool in summer
— Warm in winter
SAVE 40% - 60%
— From $99. Each
— 12 Colors
Check our

Prices on : =
CUSTOM ‘
CAR COVERS

& Floor Mats

Order Toll Free 1-800-852-4293
VISA, MC, AMEX

QUALITY SHEEPSKIN
10726 Sepulveda Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA. 91345

ab?/rr iwo-thirds the parts cost of origi-
nal-equipment replacements.

You'll need strut top mounts for the
GL version Maxima of the same year,
which doesn’t employ adjustable shock
valving: figure on paying your Nissan
parts dealer about 8180 for a set of four.
From Tokico, the front sealed struts
(part No. HB3029 right, No. HB3030
left) retail for $145.30 each; the rear
cartridges (No. HZ1101) are $87.30
each. The rear cartridges may be slight-
ly shorter than the original units. but
can be easily shimmed up with a few
large fender washers placed at the bot-
toms of the strut tubes.

While it seems cost effective to use origi-
nal-equipment rear strut cartridges and
Tokico front struts, our Tokico representa-
tive doesn’t recommend it. The Tokico
struts have substantially increased re-
bound rates that, combined with softer
shocks at the rear. could adversely affect
your Maxima’s handling balance.

Tire rotation

I recently replaced the Goodyear
Gatorbacks on my 1987 Toyota Supra
Turbo with BFGoodrich Comp T/A
VR4s. When I asked the Uniroyal
Goodrich dealer about rotating the

S.B.H.ENTERPRISES
(800) 451-5851 NYC (718) 438-1027 o108k

1678 53rd St Brooklyn,N.Y.11204  Mon.-Fri.8-7,5un.9-6
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Thinking of a New Car or Truck?

tires, he advised crossing the tires left to Beautiful New & Pre-Owned Autos for Everyone

right as well as front to back, changing
each tire’s direction of rotation. This
would have not been an option with
the original-equipment Gatorbacks.

According to the dealer, the prac-
tice of rotating radial tires front to
back only (so they always spin in the
same direction) was an attempt to
combat belt separation problems ex-
perienced with early radials and is no
longer recommended. In addition, he
said maintaining the same direction of
rotation results in uneven front-to-
back wear on the tread blocks, causing
the tires to become noisier with age.

Can you confirm the current indus-
try rotation practice for high-perform-
ance tires without unidirectional tread
patterns?

Phil Treide
Uxbridge, Massachusetts

Your dealer is correct. We talked
with Malcolm Bowman, manager of
high-performance tire development at
Uniroyal Goodrich, who says that it's
indeed accepted practice to rotate your
non-unidirectional performance tires
side to side as well as front to back or,
stated another way, in an “X"' pattern.
Advances in rubber compounds, belt

For As Low As $200.00

$6,500

e~

930 TURBO

$2,700

MARK ViI

$13,500

$4,000

MERCEDES 560SL

Buy and drive the very best 4 x 4's, Jeeps, GMC,
Chevys, Fords, Plymouths, Datsuns and Toyotas.
Own and enjoy Jaguars, Mercedes, Corvettes,
Excaliburs, Cadillacs, Lincolns, even Rolls Royces.

To own an outrageous car or truck you don't
have to lose money on auto depreciation and high
cost of upkeep. In fact, you can own and enjoy
nice cars, then resell them for large profits.

Buy these new and late model cars, trucks,
vans, 4 wheel drives, boats, motor homes and
airplanes direct from the U.S. Government. These
items have been confiscated by the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency and are sold for as low as
$200. This is a good money making opportunity
available in all states.

Own the best. To purchase vehicles in your area,
order your sales catalogs by filling in the coupon
and return with your check or money order for
$10.00 (shipping and handling included) to:

GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT CORP.
P.0. Box 50289 « Pompano Beach, FL 33074-0289
(305) 563-9136 or 781-6589 « 1-800-448-5604

| Enclosed is my check or money order for $10.00

I Name
I Address
[ City State Zip

Since 1957 © 1990

Today's technology allows you to express

your innermost feeling .

excitement.

The line of Motor Sport Wheels is not only exciting,

but rewarding. The performance is unsurpassed

while the sivles are impressionable.

\sk for OZ Motor Sport Wheels

\tter all. vou desenve it

0L

MOTOR SPORT WHEELS.INC
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materials and construction techniques
have resulted in radial tires whose
direction of rotation can be reversed

without ill effect.

Your OEM Gatorbacks are unidirec-
tional not as a function of carcass de-

sign; rather, their tread pattern

is de-

signed to channel water to the outside
edges of the tire when they spin in the

intended direction.

As for front-to-back wear on
the tire’s individual tread blocks, well-
made modern radials shouldn’t exhibit
this to a noticeable degree. But it may be
heard or felt rather than seen; Bowman
mentions that if the direction of rotation
is reversed, tire noise may change in
pitch and tone for a while—say, 50 to
300 miles, depending on the tire’s wear
characteristics—and a slight vibration
may be noticed. All perfectly normal

and temporary.
Dust busters

My Porsche 944 gets a lot of brake
dust on the front wheels. I have been
told that this brake dust “problem” is
inherent with the ATE/Textar pads
used by Porsche. But Porsche uses
“the best,” so I'm better off living
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with dusty wheels.

Elsewhere I’ve heard that brake
dust can be kept to a minimum by go-
ing to Repco Metal Master pads, but
[ll get brake squeal and higher pedal
effort. I was also told that metallic
pads will leave a reddish oxide coating
on my wheels. And what about dust
shields? I understand that even with
vented shields my rotors would be ex-
posed to excessive heat. What would
you recommend?

Doug Shade
Severna Park, Maryland

As a general rule, composition of fac-
tory brake pads tends to be on the soft side
in the interest of low pedal effort, low noise
and long rotor life, which can result in a
lot of unsightly dust. An aftermarket
semi-metallic pad typically will last long-
er under the same conditions and produce
significantly less dust—at the expense of
slightly accelerated rotor wear and in-
creased pedal effort. One of our staffers
has personal experience with Repco Met-
al Masters, and he found that there wasn't
a noticeable increase in brake squeal and
that the small amount of brake dust de-
posited on the wheels didn’t have any sort
of reddish tint. -

00-767-0890

AT G ENA

Honda/Acura Performance

Leave your compelition In the dust with
MUGENPOWER componenls for your Honda/
Acura. Champlonship-winning technology &
0.E.M. quality make MUGENPOWER components
stand alone. From full-race to sireet,
MUGENPOWER offers unparalleled performance
& quality for the discriminaling Honda/Acura
enthusiast.
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THE ROAD & TRACK CAP

and black. Order yours today. $10.00 + $4.00 P/H.

This comfortable and casual corduroy cap is beautiful-
Iy embroidered and comes with an adjustable sizing
strap. Now available in four colors: while, red, navy
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As for brake dust shields, when these
stamped metal accessories first ap-
peared on the market in the mid to late
Seventies, we tested a pair on the front
brakes of a Mercedes-Benz 450SL. Afier
6 stops from 60 mph at a constant 0.5g
deceleration rate (our normal test pro-
cedure), we noticed no brake fade. A
short time later, a contributing editor
installed a set of shields on his BMW
530i, drove it for 15,000 miles and no-
ticed no sign of reduced braking effec-
tiveness. Because the 944 has a healthy
margin of brake-fade resistance, we see
no reason that the shields couldn’t be
used ifthe car is driven in something less
than a competition environment.

There's a caveat, however. Installa-
tion of the shields on some vehicles re-
quires removing material from the
brake calipers for clearance. While
“dressing” the caliper casting to re-
move rough edges wouldn't do any
harm, grinding away a significant
amount could dangerously weaken the
caliper and is not recommended. If cali-
per interference prevents the use of
shields, we would switch to an aftermar-
ket semi-metallic pad and use a little
more leg, or stick with the stock pads
and usea little more arm (to wipe off the
wheels between washes).

Mercedes-Benz shifts,
revisited

Among others, reader Paul Touchette
offers advice to owners of the Mercedes-
Benz I190E 2.6 with the automatic
transmission:

I noted with some frustration the

question (Technical Correspondence,
March 1991) about getting a Mercedes-
Benz 190E 2.6 to start off in st gear. I
can't believe that I'm the only Mercedes
owner who has learned to get a pre-
1991 car to start out this way. All you
dois put the shifier in the 2 detent while
stopped or (preferably) while slowing to
astop. Thecarstarts in Ist gear and will
hold it till somewhere near redline (I
haven't pushed it hard enough to know
where the 1-2 shift occurs automatical-
ly). To shift manually to 2nd, move the
lever to 3 and back to 2 quickly. To shift
1o 3rd, move the lever to 3 and leave it
there. This shifling approach allows you
to accelerate briskly but at a speed
you'veselected, not the speed necessitat-
ed by depressing the throttle to the floor
10 get a downshifl. The upshifis, by the
way, are smoother and gentler than
when using the throtile alone.




FIRM-GRIP PLUS" FLOOR MATS ARE MADE-TO-ORDER FOR YOUR VEHICLE!

FIRM GRIP PLUS"
floor mats are made of
dense carpet, precision
cut to fit your vehicle.
Exclusive non-slip
rubber backing. 12 col-
ors available. 2-piece
set $89.95(512 ship).

Customizeyour
mats with your
initials. Block or
script letters.
Two-piece set
just $109.95
($12 ship).

POWER WASHER

=

L
Accuwash turns your garden hoseintoa
power washer. Comes with soap, wax

and degreaser. $49.95 (86 ship).
ULTRA-VIOLET SHIELD
Custom-fit win- g
dow shield pro- V i
tects yourinterior - .
from the sun i
$49.95 (38 ship)
LCD TIRE GAUGE
Quick, accurate
tire pressure
readings. 10- m
year lithium
battery. Rug-
ged plastic $24.95 ($3 ship).
PIAA LIGHTS
The 90 Pro
driving/fog
light offers
extended,
bright light
Prism-cut
lense. Top-of-the-line dual-halogenlamp
system. $299/pair (57 ship). More PIAA
lights available. Call for information.
WHISTLER 525 ALARM
Economical alarm has all tha amenities,
plus remote control. Extra options avail-
able. Easytoinstall.
Two-yearwarranty.
$129.95 Optional
security package
$79.95 (86 ship).
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Callaway Corvette. Call for prices.

Ruf Porsche. Gall for prices.

Our Firm Grip Plus™ Mats WEATHERGUARD MATS
arevirtuallyindestructible!
They can handle mud,
snow and constant abuse.
Thick, nibbed solid rubber
backing for stiffness. Hose
off to clean. Two-piece set
$89.95 ($14 ship).

Other Mats

Lockguard $10

For the past 17 years, Beverly Hills Motoring Accessories has
built its reputation on one basic idea: Quality cars need quality
protection. We've supported that idea by continuing to offer the
softest covers money can buy. Over the years our business has
expanded and car cover companies have come and gone, but we're
here to provide the best quality and service forever!

Our car covers set the standard for reliable car protection. Each
custom-tailored cover is made of 100% breathable cotton and is
double stitched for durability. Even the most stubborn winds and rains
won't warp our covers or their glove-like fit. Our fully staffed customer-
service department will help you selecta cover from more than 20,000
patterns. Plus we stock a huge inventory, so you don't have to wait.

*We embroider license numbers, names and logos on car covers. Call for information.

BLUEGUARD"

Our most popular cover, the _ frem
Blueguard is 100% breathable $13935
cotton. Custom made for your (59 ship)
@ specific vehicle. We sell thousands
L) every year.

FLANNELGUARD"

Our softest cover yet, the Flan- from
nelguard is lined with plush, $169%
100% cotton flannel for the (59 ship)
softest touch to your vehicle. As all of our
Q covers, its guaranteed nmever to
(il scratch your paint.

STORMGUARD"

In heavy rain, snow and _ trom
winds, the Stormguard pro- $1 5995
tects with its breathable, (59 ship)
==== water-resistant four-layer fabric.
—==%= Leaves your car dry.

COLORGUARD

Blueguard features in colors liom

to match your car. 31 3995
(59 ship)

w-=uud | Blueguard or Col-
. orguard duffel.
. ‘ | $24.95(S4 ship).

BEVERLY

MOTORING ACCESSORIES 'a

HILLS!

200 South Robertson Boulevard, Beverly Hills, CA 90211

800-421-0911 |

TOLL FREE, 24 HOURS

(CA & Foreign Countries)

213-657-4800

City

(Fax Orders) State

213-657-4664 | puous

Major Credit Cards Accepted « Next-Day Shipping Available |_

[JSend me your new catalog. I've enclosed $3, |
which | can apply toward my first order.

Name

GENUINE SHEEPSKIN

Seat covers cus-
tom-made for any
car. Cool in the
summer, warm in
the winter. 1" Thick
or 1% Plush. Doz-
ens of colors. From
$299.95¢ea.

(S8 ship).

WHEEL DUST SHIELD

Keeps brake dust
off your wheels.
Vented design
assures proper
air flow. Set of 2
$34.95(54 ship).
4for$60.00($6).

Protect from road debris. Double pad-
ding. Air deflectors. Fits snugly and with-
stands flapping to at least 70 mph. Easy
to install. Most are $109.95 (S8 ship).

Includes creame

or carbon wax,

paint prep clean-

ers, towel, appli-
catorandinstruc- |

tions. $69.95.(5

ship). Ask about

our specialized Zym{l waxes.

Twobladesclean
your windows—
oneis covered in |
rugged mesh to scrub grime, the next
wipes clean. $29.95/pair (34 ship).

1%y 56-Page Full-
B Color Catalog |

Address

ZIP Code

I
I
I
]
l
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What' the old saying about sheep’s clothing?

The exterior of the Infiniti Q45 was never designed to be an obvious
expression of what lay underneath. There’s plenty of that on the road already. So its -
looks purposely reveal little hint of the 4.5 liter, V8 engine breathing inside.

Realize, of course, this engine breathes very differently at rest than it does at
speed. With immense power reserves, it not only accelerates

quickly from a standing start, it accelerates quickly even at

high speeds. And all thanks to an advanced engine technology

0 60 4 v 6.7°
Q4-5 p Sp eed 114z 150
Horscpnuer staseirens 278

breakthrough known as a variable valve timing control system.

Most of the time, of course, the Q45 is perfectly content performing the
typical, day to day tasks a luxury car is called upon to do.

Still, there may be an open stretch, a freeway on-ramp, along, banked curve
on a canyon, in other words, an excuse—to let a barely perceptible growl escape
from under the hood it’s wearing.

To arrange a guest drive in the car selected one of Road & Tracks ten best in

the world, the Q45 with Full-Active Suspension™ system, call 1-800-826-6500.

VD INFINITI,

@ 1991 Infiniti Division of Nivsaa Mator Corp. in U5 A
"Car & Driver 690

a R —



Job 1.

Profile in Quality
#33: Innovation

“Today we're
designing cars that
are great looking, ..

and fit the '
environment!’

Craig Metros, Designer {
Ford Employee for 5 years. &

FORD, MERCURY, LINCOLN, FORD TRUCKS

Buckle'yp— Tog?m can save lives. _ Always insist on genvine Ford Motor Company collision repair parts.
f .
|

| .
. J— 2
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