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Ford welcomes
you to the
Age of Aerostar.

Ay



Ford Aerostar. Shaped by the wind
and today’s changing needs.

Ford’s totally new Aerostar
is strikingly shaped to slice
the wind. The unique wedge
design gives it aerodynamics
unmatched in its class.

Inside the sleek body shell
there’s uncrowded comfort
for seven.* Or the capacity
for 140 cu. ft. of cargo.**

Aerostar is fun to drive,
easy to maneuver, and park.
Its new technology offers
features others don’t have.

Aerodynamics...

the wind works for you.

The wedge-shaped Aero-
star slides smoothly through
the air. Minimizes wind
noise. And actually uses the
airflow to press down on the
vehicle for improved road
holding and handling.

Choice of V-6 power
or high-tech Four.

Aerostar has an advanced
2.3L Four standard. Its multi-
port electronic fuel injection
meters a lean mist of fuel
precisely to each cylinder.

If you want added power
and response, choose the

computer-controlled 2.8L
V-6-bigger and stronger for
extra performance.
Tows almost 2'2 tons.

Because of its high
strength, optional V-6 power
and rear-wheel drive, the
versatile Aerostar can be
equipped to tow up to 4,900
Ibs.” That’s nearly 2% times
more than most mini-vans!

Whether you're carrying
people or cargo or towing a
trailer, the weight is on the
rear driving wheels where it
needs to be for full traction

Take your seats.

The Aerostar Wagon offers
you a selection of matched
seats: buckets, Captain’s
Chairs and bench. There’s

the vehicle to help cushion
the ride.
It’s “people friendly?

You sit tall in Aerostar,
with a clear view of the road
ahead—surrounded by lux-
ury, style and comfort. Rear
riders enjoy the open feel of
sliding side windows. Plus
unusual options like rear
stereo controls and head-
phone jacks.

Easy to park.
Fits your garage.

For all its interior room,
Aerostar is the shortest mini-
van. You slip into parking
spots with ease. Aerostar is
sized to go in your garage or
through the car wash.

Quality is built in.

Ford took the time to
make Aerostar right the first
time. Built to Ford’s high
quality standards, it’s already

Ford Aerostar vs. Chrysler vs. Toyota Mini-vans

AEROSTAR CHRYSLER TOYOTA
Lower air drag .37Cd 42 Cd .40 Cd.
Standard 4-cyl. engines 23L 22L 2.0L
V-6 engine option 2.8L V-6 NONE NONE
Max. opt. towingt 4900 Ibs. 2000 Ibs. 2000 Ibs.
Longer wheelbase 119 in. 112in. 88 in.
Shorter overall length 1749 in. 175.9 in. 175.4 in.
Shoulder room (front seat) 60.1 in. 58.4in. 56.1 in.

room for seven adults*
There’s also a path so you
can step to the back to reach
baggage or children.

Take your seats—out.

Rear seats have quick-
release mountings. They
slide out to turn Aerostar
into a load carrier with over
7 ft. of clear cargo floor.

The easy loader.

The rear liftgate swings up
out of your way. You step
right up to the flat floor to
ease in grocery sacks or slide
in heavy objects.

Smooth on the road.

For extra smoothness,
Aerostar has
a luxury car
119” wheelbase
—plus a
premium gas-
filled shock
absorber at
each corner of

had over a million miles of
accelerated proving ground
testing. Now it’s ready for you.
Lifetime
Service Guarantee.

Participating Ford Dealers
stand behind their work, in
writing, with a free Lifetime
Service Guarantee good for
as long as you own your car
or light truck. Ask to see this
guarantee when you visit your
participating Ford Dealer.

Buckle up—
together we can save lives.

*With optional rear benceh seat.
**Based on SAE Standard V-16.

‘Reduced by passenger and cargo wt.
in towing vehicle.




“Air flow management does
more than help Aerostar and
Merkur get better mileage, it
also contributes to better

L ]
= handlmg i Larry Socha
Manager,
Exterior and Aerodynamics,
Design Engineering

Complete air flow
management helps make
Aerostar’s fuel economy
ratings better than those of
many 1985 compact sedans*

Ford Aerostar is one of the A swept back front end,

newest examples of the com-  spoilers, flush glass and
mitment to quality at Ford door handles are all quality
Motor Company; demonstrat- refinements that help

ing leadership in applying Aerostar slip through the
aerodynamic principles to air with a whisper.
automotive design.

*26 EPA estimated city mileage (van).
23 EPA estimated city mileage (wagon).

Get it together—Buckle up!



GINEERING

Merkur's biplane rear
spoilers not only contribute
to solid road feel but also
help reduce the air
turbulence behind the
vehicle for greater
aerodynamic efficiency.

i, it . g e s s

Merkur uses a small scoop “down force” on Merkur’s
to take only as much air as biplane rear spoilers.

the engine needs for cooling Result: The feel of solid,
and let the rest flow over the in-touch-with-the-road,
car smoothly to exert quality.

e
Quality

is Job 1
1S JOD 1.
Ford * Lincoln * Mercury * Merkur
Ford Trucks * Ford Tractors




“TEXACO’S NEw FORMULA

HAVOLINE CHALLENGES
THE WORLD’S MoST EXPENSIVE
MoTorOILS” ...

Do you have to pay the high price of synthetic Both exceed carmakers’ warranty

motor oils like Mobil 1 or Amoco Ultimate to get requirements for virtually all gasoline-powered

the engine protection your car needs? cars. Both meet or exceed industry standards
Check out these facts. in helping prevent wear, keeping engines clean,
Both the expensive synthetics and saving gasoline, and protecting against rust.

Texaco’s Havoline Supreme 10W-30 give you But only Havoline comes without the high

the quality protection demanded by these price. And that you can check out wherever

industry yardsticks: Havoline is sold.

HAVOLINE SUPREME.
HiGH QuALITY PROTECTION
WiTHOUT THE HiGH PRICE.
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NOW SAVE 30%!

SPORTY
ALUMINUM

LOUVERS

BLACK ALUMINUM REAR - WINDOW AUTO LOUVERS. So sporty while they help your car keep
its cool. Protect your upholstery from the sun. Won't impair visibility. Easy to install.
Hinge-mounted for easy cleaning. Locks included. Other rear-window styles and sizes avail-

able in the Fall and Winter '85 Catalog, page 910.

79-83 280Z 2-seater (wiper model)... ..DF 988-2705 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
84-85 300ZX (wiper model) ... _.DF 980-4949 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
78-82 Horizon TC-3,0mni 024 82 85 Charger Tunsmo 85 Duster DF 988-2762 A was 129.99 sale 90.99
78-85 RX-7 .DF 972-0137 Awas 99.99 sale 69.99
84-85 Laser Daytona (wrper model) 8 . DF 980-4964 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
79-85 Mustang; 79-82 Capri (all 3- door) ..DF 980-7027 A was 99.99 sale 69.99
81-85 Escort, Lynx (hatchback wiper model) .....DF 988-8264 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
82-85 Camaro, Z28, Firebird, Trans Am ... ..DF 972-0574 A was 139.99 sale 97.99
75-81 Skyhawk, Sunbird, Monza, Starfire (hatchback) .......... DF 988-6771 Awas 99.99 sale 69.99
75-81 Camaro, Z28, Firebird; Trans Am (3 pc.) ....DF 988-4636 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
81-85 Cavalier, J2000, Firenza (hatchbacks) . ...DF 972-0582 A was 119.99 sale 83.99
Plus transportation, handling and any applicable sales tax.

Call toll free 1-800-222-4141 @ Delivery in 72 hours ® Sale ends October 26, 1985

= & ll JCPenney Catalog
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BISTEN

The single most requested
lampat the 24 Hours of Daytona:

The all-new Cibie Oscar+

The most powerful automotive bulb, prescription photo-
metrics and trimmer lines make the new 0scar+ the
ultimate choice for your road car or off road truck.

Average pencil beamis 7,500°, driving beamis 6,000 /
and fog beam is 650", Offered individually or pairs, {{
with covers. Send $2.00 for our '85 Cibie Catalog -
with prices and refundable coupon on light purchase,
to: Cibie Division, Valeo Distribution, 34360 Glendale,

Livonia, MI 48150. . I pe
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it's Unanimous

(Even the competition says ESCORT’s the one to beat)

t's easy to see who sets the pace in radar
warning. Just read all the detector ads. Most
of them claim to be as good as ESCORT. A few
say they're better.

At least they agree on one thing. ESCORT
is the one they have to measure up to.

A modern classic

ESCORT was a radical piece of electronic
engineering in 1978 when it was introduced,
the first practical use of superheterodyne tech-
nology to warn of police radar. Car and Driver
magazine said, “...the radar detector concept
has finally lived up to its promise.”

Since then, our engineers have never
stopped refining that technology. ESCORT may
look the same on the outside, but it never
stops getting better on the inside.

Standard of comparison

Now, when experts refer to the high-water
mark in radar protection, they automatically
turn to ESCORT. In March of this year, Car and
Driver published its latest detector test, this one
comparing remote-mounted models. ESCORT
is designed for dashtop or visor mounting. But
the magazine included ESCORT in the test
anyway, as the reference against which the
performance of the others would be measured.
ESCORT scored 412 points in the final rating,
compared to 274 for the highest-finishing
remote. You might say the comparison showed
that there is no comparison.

A gilt-edged reputation
Seven years is a long time in the radar
warning business, but there is no shortcut to
a good reputation. Car and Driver said, “The
ESCORT radar detector is clearly the leader
in the field in value, customer service, and
performance...”

advertisements for other radar detectors.

So it's easy to understand why other de-
tectors would try to stand in our limelight.
ESCORT has seven years worth of credibility,
the one quality that money can’t buy in this
business.

Check our references

Credibility doesn’t come from extravagant
claims. It comes from satisfying customers.
You probably know someone who owns an
ESCORT (nearly a million have been sold). So
ask about us.

ESCORT pioneered superheterodyne receiv-
ing circuitry. Ask if our radar warnings always
come in time.

ESCORT'’s reporting system combines an
alert lamp, a variable-rate beeper that distin-
guishes between X and K band, and an analog
meter, all to give an instant indication of radar
strength. Ask if our warning takes the panic
out of radar.

ESCORT is sold in one place only, the
factory that makes it. This lets you deal directly
with experts. Any of our staff of over 60 sales
people will be glad to answer any questions
you may have, about ESCORT or about radar
in general.

We've been solving people’s radar problems
since 1978. How can we help you?

Try ESCORT at no risk
Take the first 30 days with ESCORT as
a test. If you're not completely satisfied
return it for a full refund. You can't lose.
ESCORT is also backed with a one year
warranty on both parts and labor.

ESCORT $245 (OHres. add $13.48 tax)
TOLLFREE. . . . 800-543-1608

=) @B

By mail send to address below. Credit
cards, money orders, bank checks, cer-
tified checks, wire transfers processed
immediately. Personal or company
checks require 18 days.

ESCORT

RADAR WARNING RECEIVER

Cincinnati Microwave
Department 100-003-A10
One Microwave Plaza
Cincinnati, Ohio 45296-0100

Tune in “Talktalk," the satellite call-in comedy talk show. Sunday evenings on public radio stations. Check local listings.

© 1985 Cincinnati Microwave, Inc.



Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.
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® Cars on television. By now, you may
have seen NBC’s attempt to clone “Miami
Vice,” which was called “Stingray,” and
was only marginally dumber than “CHiPs”
or “The Dukes of Hazzard” in its treat-
ment of cars.

I happen to think that the 65 Sting Ray
was one of Western Civilization’s high
points, and it offended me to see some
lounge lizard creeping around Beverly
Hills trying to look menacing in a black
one with tinted windows and an automatic
transmission. Lord have mercy!

It has always been my belief that a driver
with skill and good sense does not spend a
lot of time driving with the tail hung out.
Drivers on television, however, cannot
seem to drive any other way. The swarthy
person in “Stingray” was no exception. He
couldn’t keep it straight at all, and I won-
dered that the car’s flanks were so jewel-
like in their perfect blackness, since he
must bounce the old dear off the odd solid
object pretty regularly as it slues back and
forth in his hands. What bothered me, and
ought to bother everyone of taxpaying age
in the Republic, was that the story line
told us the Sting Ray of the title actually
belongs to the White House motor pool.
This hamfisted klutz was actually out there
slaloming through L.A. traffic in our
Sting Ray! A letter to the president is
called for.

P.J. O’Rourke stoutly maintains that the
mere presence of all those good cars on
the streets of California is no reason to be-
lieve that there is any matching number of
car enthusiasts to go with them. Certainly
television does little to reassure us on this
count. Television is where a guy in a
Ferrari 308 has difficulty escaping from six
or seven other guys packed into a 1937
Buick limousine. Television is where you
always know which car in a chase is going
to tumble down the cliff onto the beach. Of
course! It’s the ’65 Plymouth station wag-
on. (Modern production budgets do not

Bored by “Stingray,”
thrilled by °86 Corvette,
and heading on
down the road.

allow us to trash Ferraris and Porsches.)
Television is also where the car that som-
ersaults into the surf invariably catches fire
and explodes. I regularly confound small
children and elderly ladies by counting off
the seconds between final impact and ex-
plosion and having the gas tank go up right
on cue every time.

It seems to me that TV commercials do a
far better job of presenting the automobile
than TV dramas. Unfortunately, automo-
bile commercials are as apt to present cars
badly as a typical “CHIiPs” episode, but
the beer and soft-drink people generally
have a nice eye for automobiles and how
they move. Sometimes cars magically be-
come featured players in films, as in 4 Man
and a Woman, with its Mustang, or the as-
sassins’ Citroén 11 in The Conformist. At the
risk of being assaulted by my more sophis-
ticated friends, I must confess that I never
miss a chance to see Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, nor do I ever fail to get all choked up
the first time Chitty takes wing to save Ca-
ractacus Potts, et al., from the threatening
tide. I will admit it even if you will not:
many’s the time I've pulled back on a
steering wheel and imagined the car rising
into the air. Unfortunately, the only ume
one actually did that with me aboard, the
results were ghastly.

Dreams come true. I started writing
Corvette ads in the spring of 1960. The
last ones I wrote were for the 1963 Sting
Ray announcement, just before moving to
New York and becoming editor of this
magazine. Corvettes have provided me
with a lot of thrills over the years, in addi-
tion to paying the rent and the food bills
from April 60 to November ’62. A particu-
lar favorite from those years was the 1962
model, which looked almost exactly like
the 1961—blending the Sting Ray’s tail
with a fatter, four-headlamp version of the
traditional Corvette front end—but fea-
tured the new 327-cubic-inch engine,
which could be had in power outputs all
the way up to 360 horsepower.

More recently, I fell in love with the idea

of the all-new 1984 Corvette. Don Sher-
man came back from an impromptu ses-
sion at the GM proving grounds and re-
ported some interesting scuttlebutt about
the car and its capabilities, and I went
home for lunch that day and said, ‘“We may
have to buy one of these new Corvettes
when they finally come out.” Well, Chev-
rolet had a little trouble getting that first
year’s production right. They rode like
light reconnaissance vehicles and shook
like aspens in the breeze. I felt personally
betrayed. It wasn’t untl the 1985 model
came along that the Corvette and I
stopped carrying the torch for each other
and reaffirmed our love.

Not long ago I was asked if I'd like to
drive an ‘86 Corvette prototype in Germa-
ny. I could pick the roads and recommend
a place to stay. Naturally, I accepted faster
than you could say “Zora Arkus-Duntov.”
I said that I'd like to drive the car on and
around the two-lanes that link up to make
the famous Romantic Road, or Romantische
Strasse, from Wiirzburg in Franconia to
Fiissen in Bavaria. Furthermore, I suggest-
ed that the Hotel Eisenhut in Rothenburg
ob der Tauber would do just fine as a place
in which to spend those hours when I
wasn’t driving.

The roads were predictably beautiful.
I'd driven almost all of the Romantic Road
in trips over the years, and it was every bit
as good as I remembered. The hotel at
Rothenburg was comfortable and charm-
ing and we ate like kings. I visited the Ger-
man Motor Museum at nearby Langen-
burg, and, among its treasures, came
across Porsche design chief Tony Lapine’s
candy-apple-and-white Chevy-powered
sprint car, which had been a pile of parts
when Tony showed it to me in the base-
ment of his home a few years ago.

Best of all, it rained for two days solid,
and I had every chance to try the Cor-
vette’s Bosch ABS II anti-lock braking sys-
tem. It is clear that the Bosch people let no
grass grow under their wheels between
ABSIand ]Il If possible, the system is even
more effective than the earlier version.
Again and again I let go of the wheel and
spiked the brakes at 75 or 80 on rain-swept
little country roads, and never experi-
enced a bad moment. The car was virtually
flawless on bad roads in bad weather. If it
had a glove box and some luggage space,
I'd pronounce it perfect. It doesn’t seem
fair that the Corvette should have become
so much younger and more vigorous in the
past 25 years, while I have simply gotten
older. Ah well.

Happy trails. This is the last time I'll
write this column for this magazine. I came
back to Car and Driver nine years ago to the
day. I had planned to stay at this typewriter,
writing these notes to you, my friends, until
they carried me out. Unfortunately, things
don’talways work out as we’d like them to. I
love all of you as I love this magazine, and
I’ll miss you—as I'll miss Car and Driver. See
you somewhere down the road.

—David E. Dauis, Jr.

OCTOBER 1985
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ysler creates the new Laser XT front-wheel drive, Euro handling

The competition is

hot. So we turned suspension, 5-speed, 15" alloy wheels
on the heat and ' and bigger Eagle GT Gatorback
made Laser hotter. radials—all standard.
We gave it a sleek / In 1,800 runs during U.S. Auto Club
skin and new low > tests Laser XT dominates the competi-
ground effects. So a7 tion. Laser is first on the slalom
air will get out of Z . course. Has the shortest distance in
its way. We made | ™ f braking. And with a surge of turbo-
it flash red. So power, Laser leaps from 0 to 50in 5.5
traffic will stop. seconds. Faster than Camaro Z28,
We gave it a tur- ./ Trans Am, Toyota Supra, Nissan 300 ZX.
bocharged heart, ' Inside Lasers fitted cockpit, the

BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY “Results of USAC tests for 1985 cars with standard engine transmission **Whichever comes first
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Chrysler believes: To be first, a
sports car must last. So
Laser’s engine, its 5-speed
and even its turbo are
backed by a 5-year
T3y or 50,000-mile

g’ Protection g
W Plan. Not ’% 2
even Porsche i ' |

gives you that. [Chiyster]

performance continues. Your
driver’s seat responds with
pneumatic thigh and
lumbar supports. And

you control 6-speaker
AM/FM stereo, tilt steer-
ing wheel, power mirrors
and over 40 other stand-
ard features.

Want even more ? Equip
your Laser XT with T-Top,
rear lift-gate louvers and
premium leathers.

COMPETITION IS GOO

AV LYATTS T7 REC RLC T
\IL = ALY I ) D be |

Limited warranties on engine, powertrain and aqainst outer body rust-through Deductible applies Excludes leases Dealer has details



LETTERS

Of toads in heat,
angry lawyers,
and degenerate twits.

MUSCLE MAIL
Bless your hearts for your July issue, fea-
turing the Buick Regal Grand National, the
Monte Carlo SS, and the lackluster Olds-
mobile 442. I don’t think I could tolerate
another “yuckie” econobox or four-cylin-
der face-off.

Okay, so the Buick won the race. The
Monte Carlo SS would have done much
better if it hadn’t been equipped with the
mindless four-speed automatic. My 1984
SS has a three-speed Turbo 350 transmis-
sion and has no trouble turning a 15.4-sec-
ond quarter-mile.

Thank you for breaking up the monthly
import zit reports.

Mark J. King
Tullos, Louisiana

g
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I wish you guys would get your story
straight. You say the Monte Carlo SS
“does what it looks like it ought to do” and
then turn right around and say it “doesn’t
make a lot of sense.” This car is definitely a
performer, yet it has a back seat that can
hold two people over three feet tall and a
trunk that holds more than one bag of gro-
ceries. Plus, driving on the highway won’t
leave your insides on the floor mats. May-
be you just don’t know how to use this car.
Yours runs beer to the beach; mine runs
circles around Z28s. For a couple grand
less, I guess I can put up with a car that
doesn’t make a lot of sense.
Frontis Newell
Rio Hondo, Texas

I was very interested in “Modern Muscle,”
being a “muscle car” driver from way back,
and having just purchased a 1985 Monte
Carlo SS. However, I almost gave up on
you after the fifth line: “These cars are for
taking large numbers of girls and great
quantities of beer to the beach.” The great
quantities of beer I can handle, but I am
not into taking large quantities of girls to
the beach, being a “girl” myself.

It was later pointed out to me by a co-
worker, however, that by saying that these
cars are for taking large numbers of girls to
the beach, what you were really saying was

that these cars “haul ass,” which I can defi-
nitely attest to.
To that end, I will play a Beach Boys
tape and pop a cold one in your honor.
Sandy Field
Merritt Island, Florida

The real plus is that all three cars are up-
dated versions of proven automobiles,
probably the most successful GM has ever
produced. Unlike the Firebird and the
Camaro, which develop severe rattles right
off the assembly line, and whose cheap in-
teriors and flimsy plastic dashboards look
as if purchased at K mart, these three offer
much sturdier and more appealing interi-
ors. Pontiac should join this team and
come out with a muscle version of the
Grand Prix instead of offering white-let-
tered tires and alloy wheels on its under-
powered Grand Am and Fiero.

Hats off to the real men at GM who pro-
duced these modern-day GTOs, and
shame on the ballet dancers who offer
flashy Firebirds with four- or six-cylinder
plastic engines. Whoever called the Chevy
Camaro the car of the year should come
out of the closet.

Jim Corr
Lake Forest, Illinois

How in your right mind could you let Davis
pick the Monte Carlo SS over the Buick
Grand National? The Buick is faster in all
aspects of your test, it tied in roadholding,
and it won in interior sound. The Buick’s
brakes are also better. If you didn’t like its
mstrument panel, I can see why: you jokers
didn’t get the sport instruments.
R. Matli
Okmulgee, Oklahoma

Get a real job—something you are more
qualified for than comparing cars. How
can any intelligent group of enthusiasts
compare those three GM mid-sized per-
forming cars and not include the "85 turbo
Thunderbird? It’s got enough power to
keep it in the low sixteens through the
quarter, a top end over 120, real seats that
grip the cheeks of your ass, a suspension
that pulls lateral gs with the best of them,
and...oh, my God, Magnum...a five-
speed manual transmission!

Next time, apply your intelligence to a
job not requiring any. Try a seat in the
Senate or something.

Tony “T-Bird” Carden
Wakarusa, Indiana

Damn. Those are the three ugliest cars
ever produced in the history of the
automobile.
Thomas W. Campion
Royal Oak, Michigan

Just wanted to drop a short note to let you
know that the July 1985 cover shot was
very impressive. I have lived close to Ange-

lo’s and have seen it appear on a few differ-
ent magazine covers, but you guys blew
away the other magazines by far. Your
magazine just smokes the rest.
Scott Liles
Sparks, Nevada
We admit we used to smoke Motor Trend, but we
don’t do dope anymore—Ed.

FOUR PLAY

I find it amusing that in your July test of
four-wheel-drives, you prefer the styling of
the Colt Vista and Honda wagons to that
of the Toyota Tercel. The Honda reminds
me of a pudgy five-year-old kid with a black
eye. The Vista looks like a huge horny toad
in heat. The Toyota, on the other hand, is
refreshingly off-beat and original, with a
certain artistic charm that would have de-
lighted da Vinci.

But then I suppose that if you guys
didn’t already know what it was, you'd de-
scribe the Mona Lisa as the smiling picture
of a homely lady, and award it thirteen
points out of a possible 25 for color
composition.

R.A. Miller
Denver, Colorado

I feel I must defend the Subaru RX Turbo
you recently compared (unfavorably) with
Audi’s Quattro and Quattro Turbo. On
the practical side, the trunk of the Subaru
is bigger and more useful than an Audyi’s.
(Have you seen the 4000S Quattro’s
trunk? Can you?) My mileage is far superi-
or. And I have a much easier time justify-
ing a Subaru to my boss, my credit union,
and my wife.

In fact, if you look at all the numbers, the
Subaru came in a close third behind the
Audis. And for my money, reliability is one
factor you can’t chart in a sidebar. See you
at 50,000 miles!

Randall Royer
Evanston, Wyoming

I traded my 4000 Quattro for a Quattro
Turbo because the Turbo makes me feel
good. The 4000 made me feel plain. Cer-
tainly the 4000 Q is wonderful; so wonder-
ful, in fact, that I probably won’t go back to
two-wheel drive. However, its mundane
character didn’t make my juices flow.

The Turbo, in contrast, is a sensual mas-
terpiece. It addresses itself to exotic needs,
and if it has idiosyncrasies, it should be re-
membered that this is true of most beauti-
ful and entertaining creatures. As to the
price, that is the cost of exclusivity.

Richard E. Leib
Elkhart, Indiana

“Maximum Traction Action,” whilst prov-
ing to be both interesting and well present-
ed, misrepresents one important fact: Jen-
sen Motors, Ltd., the pioneers of full-time
4wd in passenger-carrying vehicles, is not,
as you report, “defunct.” It is true that our
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number one in sensitiv-
ity to X Band radar...
proved remarkably
sensitive in the real-
world tests.”’

Road & Track, April 1985
Dash Model 834S

FAYER RED  POWER
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“UNQUESTIONABLY, THE BEL MICRO
EYE IS A TOP PERFORMER!”

This is what Road & Track had to say after
testing the country’s leading radar detectors. Un-
questionably. Without qualification. Just the
simple facts.

PROVEN EFFECTIVE

Other detectors may claim to be the best — but the
latest tests conducted by North America’s most
respected auto magazines prove otherwise. The
MICRO EYE® dash and remote models both
ranked first. Overall. Conclusive proof of
MICRO EYE’ssuperiordetectionability. Around
bends, over hills and on the straightaway. City or
highway. MICRO EYE® picks up police radar
miles before he can pick up on you.
DASH/VISOR MODEL

Of the ten competitors evaluated, Road & Track
confirmed that “Micro Eye was at the top of the
heap, number one in sensitivity to X Band
radar . . .” All in all, it “proved remarkably sen-
sitive in the real-world tests. It placed 1stin the hill
cresting test . . . and it also has the most effective
filter against such (signal emission) leakage from
other units.” Quite simply, the MICRO EYE®’s
computer integrated technology enables it to
monitor incoming signals and virtually eliminate

those which are not police-originated. The test
concludes, “BEL is to be commended for building
a unit that offers both superior sensitivity to police
radar and effective screening of pollution from
other detectors.” What more need be said.

REMOTE MODEL

Car & Driver recently conducted a test of their
own on remote-mounted radar detectors. In this
category, as well, the MICRO EYE® came out on
top. It ranked “first overall in sensitivity and also
did admirably well in our selectivity test (False
Alarms from Other Radar Detectors’) and torture
test.” The MICRO EYE® remote model is hidden
from view. Only you know it’s there. And “its
compact size and flat cables minimize installation
hassles.” Everything is simplified. There are no
control knobs that have to be adjusted. Just set it to
city or highway driving and you’re on your way.
According to Car & Driver, “If a remote-mount
design fits your needs, this is clearly the one to
buy.”

THE LEADING CHOICE

With endorsements like these, it’s obvious that
1985 is the year of the MICRO EYE®. If you're
considering a radar detector, you now have the
facts to make the right choice. Dash or remote-
mount. The decision is yours. Either advanced

> B.E.L-TRONICS LIMITED The Radar Detector Innovators
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“Ifare
mount design fits

your needs, this is

clearly the one to
b b

buy.

Car & Driver, March 1985

Remote Model 837

MICRO EYE® radar warning system can be yours
simply by calling the toll-free number listed
below. And if you don’t agree that MICRO EYE®
is the best radar detection system on the market,
return the unit within 30 days for a FULL
REFUND.

CALL TODAY. RISK FREE!

Call Toll-free: 1-800-341-1401

In New York: 1-800-845-4525

In Canada: 1-800-268-3994
MICRO EYE XKR-LR ........... $299.95
MICRO EYE XKR-VR........... $269.95
(NY residents add applicable tax. Prices higher in

Canada) |
@4 VISA |
) ——

FULL ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON PARTS
AND LABOR

EXPRESS DELIVERY (At an additional charge)
Please allow an additional 15 days when paying by personal or
company check.

B.E.L-TRONICS LIMITED
International Head Office:
2422 Dunwin Drive
Mississauga, Ont. LSL 1J9
In U.S.: 255 Delaware Ave.,
Buffalo NY 13202
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company name is now Jensen Cars, Ltd.,

but we are far from “defunct.” In fact, last

year we launched a new Series Four ver-

sion of the Interceptor—surely a car which

needs little introduction to connoisseurs
of fine automobiles.

Ian A. Orford, Managing Director

Jensen Cars, Ltd.

West Bromwich, England

Our apologies. We understand that Jensen has ac-

tually delivered two new Series Four cars already,

so it is obviously not defunct. Invisible maybe, but

not defunct—Ed.

DRIVE TODAY’S TOYOTA

The Chevy Nova has just what I expect

from GM when it comes to innovation in

small cars: nothing. A car this innovative
should be called the Toylet.

The simple fact is, GM makes money,

not cars.
Joe Mertens
Alexandria, Louisiana

I have been a fan of Chevrolet’s for 26
years, but I am very disappointed. After
reading your article on the Nova, I feel
Chevy should face-lift the bow te. It
should be all white with a red circle in the
middle. I buy Oldsmobiles now.
Allen G. Kinn
Franklin, Wisconsin

Well, they’re here, the Toy-olets. Why
would anyone want to buy one of these
things made by the bunglers at GM when
you can walk right down the street and get
one from the master craftsmen at Toyota?
And when things go awry, guess which
company is going to make things right?
The General’s marketing people are doing
it again. Buyer, beware!
Claude Leake
Mobile, Alabama

GOOD COP, BAD COP

Rich Ceppos’s ‘“Black-and-White Pic-
tures” was exceptional. His perception of
Deputy Giffin’s responsibilities should be
received well by the community. I appreci-
ate his taking the time to ride with Deputy
Giffin and get a good overview of what is

going on within our county’s roadways.
Ronald J. Schebil, Sheriff
Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Dept.
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Ceppos has written the best-ever profile of
the mentality of a speed cop. I hope that
traffic-court judges everywhere will take
the time to reflect on the true roles of
speed cops versus the speed cops’ percep-
tions of their roles.

I assume that Washtenaw County, Mich-
igan, has the same speed-law structure as
the rest of the country. That is, posted
speeds are set by the state legislatures, the
county or city governments, or, in the case
of the 55, by the Congress. Still, Officer

Giffin arbitrarily sets the limits at 15 mph
over the posted speeds. Arbitrary enforce-
ment is as illegal in Michigan as it is in the
rest of the country, but Giffin puts his
judgment above that of the elected offi-
cials who set the speed limits and imposes
his own arbitrary opinions on the local
drivers. He argues that he “gives speeders
adiscount” when he writes them for lower
speeds because he wants to “cut them
some slack” and “they can always get it re-
duced in court.” The fact is that he knows
that his methods would not stand the test
of the courts, so he writes the kinds of tick-
ets that people rarely contest. He some-
how justifies his “going for the record”
and writing many tickets by claiming that
he is making the roads of the county safer.
He invents his own set of probable-cause
rules and stops anyone who strikes his fan-
cy. The fact that he is interfering with the
rights of citizens and ignoring legal due-
process restrictions never enters his mind.
While there are many honest, fair speed
cops, it is unfortunate that there are too
many jerks like Giffin on the loose. They
are a menace. The only defense against
these guys is to go to court and contest ev-
ery traffic ticket. Make the judges and the
elected officials know that we must have
relief from all the Giffins of the highways.
Michael Clark

Vista, California

Ceppos did us all a service with his story on
Deputy Giffin, who lets fellow cops go on
their way as a “professional courtesy.” I
hope some poor victim of Deputy Giffin’s
new Chevy patrol car and instant-on radar
uses Ceppos’s story as evidence to justify a
not-guilty plea, by reason of selective
prosecution.
Michael R. Betler
Hurlock, Maryland

“Black-and-White Pictures” was the an-

swer to my prayers! I finally found a way to

drive as fast as I want without having to

worry about tickets and points on my li-
cense. All I have to do is become a cop.

William T. Walker

Somerville, Massachusetts

It must be very reassuring to drivers in
Washtenaw County to know that Deputy
Giffin feels probable cause for a DWI
check is met by a frost-covered vehicle go-
ing 35 mph in a 45 zone after eleven p.m.
Certainly such a prolific ticket writer and
“‘cagey operator” as Giffin must have bet-
ter things to do than make stops like that.
John W. Ballew, Jr.

Scottsbluff, Nebraska

Before becoming a plainclothes investiga-
tor, I too worked the streets for many
years. I was glad to see an article that
showed the other side of the story. It also
showed that we are not all out there to

catch people going 1 mph over the limit.

I was as generous as Deputy Giffin when

the situation called for it. There was no for-

giveness for a drunk, no matter what the

situation. There were times that I lowered

the charge from 95 mph to 80, for the sake

of public relations.

Thomas J. Huser

French Lick, Indiana

We know a guy who got stopped in your town and
got off with just a mild tongue-lashing—Ed.

Now that you've given equal time to the

“other side”—and it was damn decent of

you to do so—maybe we won’t have to

read any more inane letters from Officer
Bob Speed.

Floyd R. Turbo

Wastegate, Illinois

LAP LIP

Justsaw Lindamood’s One Lap of America
article, and all I can say is, “Thanks a lot,
Jean (Jackie Bisset).” It was clever doing
the piece up as a pseudo movie script and
casting actors and actresses in the “roles”
of the participants. But even as walk-ons
with no lines, we—Rick Kopec (Robert
Redford) and Pete DeSilva (Wally Cox)—

deserved actors like everyone else.
Rick Kopec
West Redding, Connecticut

Great One Lap coverage . .. except that
Lindamood could have specified a couple
of actors to portray us—Pete DeSilva
(Robert Redford) and Rick Kopec (Gabby
Hayes)—even though our parts in her
script were admittedly small. Other than
that, terrific article.
Pete DeSilva
Great Barrington, Massachusetts

Biblical Job had his boils, Reagan the Con-
gress, a rectum hemorrhoids, and I have
your magazine. Most recently, I was driven
nuts by your “Lap Two” story. I spent
$24,500 for a 1980 Audi 5000T, $26,500
for a 1982 5000T, $31,700 for a 1984
5000T, and since signed an order for the
$38,000 5000T Quattro, not yet delivered
or explanation given. So how did you get
Jfour 5000 Quattros in March? And why
didn’t I hear about the circling of America
before the fact?

Further, I bought a three-year subscrip-
tion to your magazine four years ago and
never received one issue. I paid for a mem-
bership in the International Audi Club and
received two photocopied newsletters. I
wrote a letter to R&T seeking to purchase
something from an aftermarket supplier
for my ’82; it was never acknowledged.

It must be my breath, or Dangerfield’s
got a twin. Anyway, I've just run over your
July i1ssue and left it for the crows.

R.F. Drane
Prince George, British Columbia
P.S. The crows all died!
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What is this tasteless joke anyway? Cops as
entrants? Limos with color TV and refrig-
erators? Legal speeds, TSD, rally points,
and—oh, God—conporate sponsors?

Look, we all know Yates has the worst
traffic record on the planet and would be
put away in San Quentin if he were caught
in a real Cannonball, but this chickenshit
event got just what it deserved: massive
police surveillance as a result of going pub-
lic. Please do not invoke the memory of the
old Cannonball on the same printed page
as this dimwit circus event.

The “dead turkey” you mention is One
Lap itself.

Jonathan L. Mayhew, D.C.
Placerville, California

Hey, Cowpie: Drive today’s Chevy! Live
today’s Chevy! Fix today’s Chevy!

David Steidinger

Wauconda, Illinois

DED ON ED
You should make reprints of Davis’s col-
umn on driver education and send them to
every member of the Congress as well as
every school system in the country. It
should be required reading! I'm due for a
refresher course at Bondurant’s myself. I
sent my ex-wife there, and my next wife is
about to go. Bondurant made a pass at the
former and will surely do the same with the
latter, but I figure that it’s just part of the
tuition.
Robert Duncan
Studio City, California

Being from Germany, I am thankful for
having obtained my driver education in a
country where the government expects
people to be sufficiently trained to operate
cars. With practical giveaways of drivers’ li-
censes in this country, one does not need
to wonder why the double-nickel has not
yet been repealed. I feel much safer at 120
on the autobahn than I do at 55 on Ameri-
ca’s roads.
Kilian Rieg
Knoxville, Iowa

As a pilot who can sit in front of a comput-
er terminal and practice situations that
would get me in trouble in instrument con-
ditions or plane overloading, I am simply
amazed that we don’t do anything more
than learn parallel parking in order to ob-
tain a driver’s license. If drivers were re-
quired to go through the type of training
that a pilot has to go through simply to get
a pilot’s license, I dare say our highway
death rate would be much less.
W. Joseph Harrison, D.O.
Liberal, Kansas

An area of even greater concern than driv-
er ed is that police officers aren’t required,
in most states, to take any additional driver
training unless required by their depart-

ments individually. Ceppos alluded to this
shortcoming when he said that Giffin has
“never heard of understeer or oversteer.”
Unless an officer takes it upon himself, or
his department has the foresight to take
advantage of a course like that offered by
the National Academy of Professional
Driving, he probably never will hear of un-
dersteer, oversteer, or any of the other fine
points of driving.

We, like you, have no delusions about
being racing drivers; but if we expect offi-
cers to be able to respond to calls from the
public as quickly and safely as possible,
then we should teach them how to drive
without needlessly risking their lives or
those of other motorists.

Sgt. R. Wheatley
Department of Police
Park Forest, Illinois

I can appreciate Davis’s concern for his
stepdaughter’s safety, and in that same
light, don’t you think it would make the
roads safer for her if you also sent me to
high-performance driving school? I realize
this would be improving the total driving
population by a rather small percentage,
but every little bit helps, right?
Don Kaap
Bolingbrook, Illinois

OUT OF THE BLUE
Regarding Yates’s column on the thirteen
days that shook auto racing 30 years ago, it
should be remembered that on May 26,
1955, two-time world champion Alberto
Ascari was killed in a mysterious testing ac-
cident in a Ferrari three-liter sports car
that he was to drive with Eugenio
Castellotti in the Supercortemaggiore
1000km race at Monza. Ascari had not
planned on driving that day and surprised
friends by taking the wheel without his fa-
mous blue helmet and silk shirt. Ascari was
perhaps the most superstitious of all racers
and never raced without wearing his
trademarks.

Paul Zimmermann
Woodridge, Illinois

READING AND SPEEDING
Bedard’s column should be mandatory
reading (not while driving) for all licensed
drivers, under the strict enforcement of a
sumo wrestler with a cattle prod. I could
recount dozens of horror stories I've seen
in just one and a half years of driving, but
I’'m sure you don’t have that much space.

Paul Bowers
Toronto, Ontario

Tell Mr. Bedard to watch out for speed-

reading traps; police in my area now have

those new field Scholastic Aptitude Tests.

If you score better than 55 words a minute,
they take away your subscription to C/D.

Ed Tympki

Hicksville, New York
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THE FASTEST, EASIEST

$100,000

You’ll Ever Make in Your Life, Yours Now

WITHOUT A PENNY OF INVESTMENT
WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR HOME

WITHIN 90 DAYS

(OR EVENING)

There are all kinds of ways to make money. Good golly,
Molly — if anyone knows that, | do! For the past 20+
years I've concentrated on finding, investigating, creat-
ing and specifically singling out only the very finest legal
and ethical methods for carving out a mass of wealth in
a hurry. But believe me, in all those years never have |
experienced anything remotely as exciting as this one!

Recently, | came across a fairly new way to make big
bux, but after a thorough study | discarded it because it
required too much investment of time, money and
personal effort. But my study did serve as inspiration to
develop yet another fantastic and unusual wallet-
fattener — something that until now has never been
done — yet fully complies with the tough set of stan-
dards I'm noted for demanding of any potential wealth-
producing concept:

e Must be able to be started with minimum investment

e Must be possible to start at home and not interfere
with family life.

e Must be able to be started and run initially by one
man or woman

® Must require only a few hours of spare time per week

Must have realistic annual profit potential of $40,000

or more

Well, this one goes way beyond my usual rigorous test.

Get this: This extra-ordinary money-maker® allows you to:

e Start at once — within 30 seconds of studying my
report

o Invest not a single cent

@ Accomplish everything without leaving your home
— heck, you can do it from your favorite easy chair
whilst eating pizza or petting the dog (or vicey versey!)

e Have a potential net profit (not gross ... net!) of
$100,000.00 by the end of 90 days — tops. And
that's cash, not theoretical or paper profits.

Naturally, you're wondering what all this is — but I'm

not going to tell you here. No, it's going to cost you ten

For the past two decades Du Vall has captured the
imagination of men and women the world over by
providing solid, unique direction for their quest for
financial freedom. His firm is headquartered in
Michigan with international marketing offices in Hong
Kong (known as DAX International, John W. Lane,
President). In addition to producing some three dozen
publications on money-making/self-improvement
themes, DuVall is also the creator of the popular Derek
Dax adventure/mystery/romance series and the
author of the political intrigue novel, “The Big Dream”
(published by Lyle Stuart, Inc., New York). Unlike most,
he has never had to resort to outlandish money-back
guarantees to attract only the finest DAX-DOERS world-
wide and no such policy is expressed or implied.

His writings have been used in numerous style and
content workshops and accredited courses at such
institutions 4s California State University, UCLA,
Fordham, University of lllinois and Worcester
Polytechnic Institute.
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“WORKING” ABOUT ONE HOUR A DAY

smackers to find out. But | will tell you what it isn’t so
you'll not be off on some wild goose chase:

* No sex or off-color stuff

No chain letter, pyramid or multi-level scam

No mail order, envelope stuffing or drop-shipping
No writing or self-publishing how-to stuff

No loan brokerage scheme

No stocks, commodities, real estate, etc.

No gambling, betting or wagering

No arts, crafts or special skills

No party-plan, door-to-door or phone selling

No catalogs, mailing lists, postage, etc.

No equipment to buy or rent

No bothering friends, relatives, etc.

Not anything you have ever seen advertised anywhere

WHO CAN DO IT

Anyone with even a smidgen of ambition.

WHAT IS REQUIRED

Other than my step-by-step detailed report ... nothing. |
have thought long and hard about it; A person virtually
without a shirt on their back or a pot to plant petunias in
could do it. You will of course, have to put my plan into
motion — but that's both fun and easy and totally
accomplished from the comfort of your own home. (By
the way, no one will be coming to your home, either.)

Finally, let me make this clear: Once you have my report,
that is all you need to get going! | have nothing else to
sell you for this deal. Your purchase of this extraordinary
reportis NOT a “foot in the door” to get you to buy some
extra or expensive “course” or whatever ... thisis all you
need from me!

WANT PROOF?

We have over 10,000 ‘tasty testimonials' from house-
wives, doctors, lawyers, layed-off factory workers—all
sorts of good people. These excerpts sum up their feelings:

“Thanks a million times . . . you have proved 100% accurate in
what you said in your advertisement. Doing this work is so easy’
| sometimes work while in bed. Should you come up with another
ingenious thing, please let me know.

Mohidin Mohammed, Sweden

* % % % % % % % % % % %

“We are so impressed . . . have our 13 and 16 year olds involved
... thanks for giving our family new hope.”
MacClear Family, Indiana

“... man in economically depressed area left $35,000 secure
job to put this method to work . .. made $120,000. First man I've
ever met who really made money on idea purchased through
mail.” David Roman, Editor, ROMAN REPORTS, Ohio

WHAT TO DO NOW

You've got two choices:

1. Put this ad aside, wait 90 days or so and perhaps
lose your chance at $100,000.

Nifty Bonus!

A few months back in our DAX MONEY-MAKER®
CONFIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER, we reported on
another business that can easily net $1,000 a
week for life. It's a bit more involved and does

require getting out and about, but our readers
were so delighted with it that I'm including it as
an extra free bonus when you order our new
special DAX report, “$100,000 in 90 Days.”

2. Do the only sensible thing. Send me the ten bux
and get started on wearing in that path to the
bank.

P.S. One more thing (say, this Du Vall is a windy so and
so, isn't he!). There are lots of people right now in bad
financial straits. | hope you're not one of them, but if you
are, having read this ad you now have absolutely no
excuse for being broke, because as the saying goes,
“This is it!" This could truly be the once-and-for-all
solution to any money miseries you have. | guess you'll
have to take my word for it until you receive these
fabulous reports — but if it eases your mind any, over
1,000,000 men and women worldwide have been, over
the years repeat buyers of my books, courses, reports,
cassette tape programs and newsletters. There must be
a reason . . .

— Dean F. V. Du Vall

Du Vall Press Financial Publications
920 W. Grand River, Williamston, Michigan 48895

= e e 0 0 e o
For same day DAX
processing 14-ND312
mail to: WILLIAMSTON, MI 48895

Dean — this sounds like
just what I'm looking for — ‘A‘/
a chance to make mega-bux —
without any investment or AY-UA
having to leave the house. m
The same day you receive o
my order rush me your new

DAX Special Report, ForPersonal
“$100,000 in 90 Days” Success
plus the Free Bonus Report, “$1,000 A Week
for Life.” Enclosed is ten dollars.

§\=

Zip
Optional: [] Add $2 for individual handling/first
class postage. ©1983

- - - - - - = - - - - - - - - -]
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Seat Savers from
Our Exclusive Collection

From $ 59 . ;?a?r

All Molded Seats $69.95
Captain’s Chairs $84.00
Full Sets $140.00

LETTERS

In 12 colors - 1986 Models Available * Custom
tallored of 100% cotton & cotton blend fabric, to
each seatdesign - Machi hable - With orwithout

logo

AVAILABLE FOR: ALFAROMEO + AMC Jeep, Full Set 1985,
AUDI Coupe, 4000, 5000 Recaro + BMW 318i, 320i, 325e5, 6,
7 Series, Sport Seat «+ BUICK All bucket seats 1985 incl. «
CHEVROLET All Camaro, Z28, Berlinetta, S10, S15, Blazer,
(Fr& Rr) Corvette, Monte Carlo SS + DATSUN All Z Cars, 280ZX,
3002ZX, 2008X, 210, 310, King Cab, Maxima incl. 1985 Sentra,
Stanza, Pulsar « DODGE Colt, Charger, Omni, 024 * FIAT
Spyder, Strada, Brava, X19 * FORD Capri, Bronco, Bronco Il, (Fr
& Rr) Mustang GT, SVO, Thunderbird Escort «+ HONDA All
Models « ISUZU Impulse, Pick Up + JAGUAR XJ6, XJS
MAZDA Most all models incl. 1985 «+ MERCEDES + MERCURY
Cougar, Lynx, Topaz + MITSUBISHI Starion, Tredia, Cordia,
Galant, Mirage, Mighty Max, Precise Montero + MG + OLDS-
MOBILE All bucket seats * PEUGEOT 505 + PLYMOUTH
Cuda, Champ, Arrow * PONTIAC Firebird, Transam, Formula,
Fiero, Anniversary «+ PORSCHE 356,911, 914,924,944, Carrera
85 + SAAB900 * RECARO SEATS * TOYOTA Corolla, Celica,
Supra, Cressida, Pick Up, 4 x 4, 4 Runner, Air pump seats, Camry
Sport Seats, Land Cruiser, Tercel, Vanagon (Also Full Sets) MR2 All
modelsincluded. + TRIUMPH * VOLVOAII(Fr& Ry * VOLKS-
WAGEN All Beetle (Fr & Rr), Rabbit (Fr & Rr), Scirocco, Dasher,
Transporter, Recaro, GTI, GLI, Wolfsburg, Cabriolet + AND MANY
OTHER MODELS

Complete line of Plush Car
Mats and Car Masks for the
above makes.

From The Cover Collection
True Guard ™

CAR COVERS

95
From $29 . @Iy/’

SAME DAY SHIPMENT
FOR MOST ORDERS

All our car covers are made of breathable water repellant machine
«+ All have windbreaker sewn in elastic.
Tote bag included. + Taffeta Covers: Tan, Black, Navy, Red
Cable & Lock Assembly available at $6.50 «

of custom covers in stock.

washable material.

Large selection

TAFFETA POLY/COTTON FLANNEL WATERPROOF
$ 160" 2995 55.00 74.00 56.00
M 170" 3495 60.00 80.00 60.00
MM 180" 3495 70.00 86.00 64.00
L 190" 39.95 74.00 90.00 68.00
LL 210" 39.95 76.00 98.00 72.00
XL 225"  39.95 84.00 112.00 78.00
CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY
1-800-323-3003
CA 415 594-9431 m
| { gen Corp. Sh and Sales L]

|

| -

ager

853 Industrial Way, San Carlos, CA 94070
ORDER DESK (Pacific Time): 8 am. - 6 p.m.
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Three cheers for Bedard, and to hell with
the 55-mph speed limit.

I work at Opryland, U.S.A,, on the Griz-
zly River Rampage, one of its rides. A man
came through the other day who looked
like Patrick Bedard, and I told him so. He
said he’d never heard of him before. What
is the world coming to?

Dexter Woods
Lebanon, Tennessee

THE TRUTH: HERTZ

I read with interest your July ‘“Road-
sound.” I was concerned, however, that
the slant of the article made AM broadcast-
ers seem to be the villain as far as the “poor
quality” of AM signals. For example, you
cited the frequency response of AM as
three kilohertz. It would be much more ac-
curate to state that receiver manufacturers re-
duce AM to that limited bandwidth in the
name of economy of design. AM is theo-
retically capable of a 15-kHz bandwidth
(the same as FM) but is limited in the real
world to about 10 kHz. Until recently, AM
stations were required to pass audio
proofs of performance that mandated rela-

tively flat frequency response to 7.5 kHz.
AM broadcasters are broadcasting rela-
tively “hi-fi”” signals. It’s the receivers that
“purée” the signals. While the FM receiv-
ing sections of most radios are state of the
art, the AM sections are probably using 50-
year-old technology that costs the manu-
facturers about two dollars—and half of

that is the AM/FM selector switch.

Douglas C. Raab
KIXS-FM/KIIZ-AM
Killeen, Texas

OVERINFLATION DEPT.
Your June story “Ari, Walter, and Mr. Bib”
was vintage Griffin—great writing. In the
interest of accuracy, however, I would like
to point out that it was somewhat of an ex-
aggeration to say that “Pierre Dupasquier
took Michelin’s F1 clients to numerous
world titles.” If you add Formula 1 drivers’
and constructors’ championships since
1950, by tire make, you get the following
results: Goodyear, 25; Dunlop, 17; Fire-
stone, 6; and Michelin, 5. In that context, I
think that Michelin’s five world titles could

hardly be considered “numerous.”
Dave Hederich
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Akron, Ohio
Perhaps we should have said *‘numerous world ti-
tles in relation to the number of years Michelin
competed.”’ Michelin entered Formula 1 in the
middle of the 1977 season and withdrew after the
1984 season. In those eight good years (sorry), it
won three drivers’ championships and two con-

structors’ titles—Ed.

INJURY AND INSULT
This letter was prompted by the letter
from the young Escort thief (July). Having
been victimized by him in the past, I've im-

plemented my own form of justice. In ad-
dition to my visor-mounted detector
(which I now take with me), I also have a
modified detector prominently displayed
on my dashboard. The modifications in-
clude removing all those messy electronic
gizmos and replacing them with a section
of pipe filled with black powder and an ig-
nitor from a model rocket. The ignitor is
wired to the on/off switch. Now when our
young law student (or one of his custom-
ers) goes to try out his new toy, we’ve gota
new definition for “one-armed bandit.”
Name and address withheld

On December 7, 1984, I attended a com-
pany Christmas party at a fancy hotel. It
was the first party at my new job, and I
wanted to make a good impression. My
date was well suited for the occasion, and
the night went great! It was the morning
after that changed my life.

I received a call at 9:00 a.m. from the
front desk, telling me that the driver’s-side
window of my new Fiero had been broken.
I returned to my car only to find that my
Escort was long gone and my window
smashed as reported. It was 40 degrees
and raining, and my car was drenched. I
sealed the window with plastic, butit didn’t
last long. I fought wind and rain for most
of my 30-mile venture home.

Now let’s talk insurance. Naturally, the
radar detector was not covered, but they
would not cover the window, either, as it
was broken because of the merchandise I
left conveniently in the car. The total loss
came to $425.

Three days later, I was in the hospital
with pneumonia. I was absent from work
for a total of two weeks, and I was informed
that my absence created a large problem.
They were not impressed about the reason
for my absence, and later let me go. This
has created a permanent zit on my credit
record. Needless to say, I don’t own a
Fiero anymore; I'm left only with memo-
ries. Only Visa likes me now. Yuk it up,
folks! I'd be laughing too if it hadn’t hap-
pened to me.

All this because of an amoral, degener-
ate twit who claims to be a college student.
You probably got $100 for my Escort; just
look what I had to pay for it. As for my
date, she sent me flowers at the hospital
with a note saying, “Nothing personal, but
I would like to get involved with someone
with a better future. Get well soon.”

Good luck hunting for a job, mo-fo! I
hope I get a chance to interview you some-
day! May a toll-booth attendant slice your
tires and slam the gate on your hood! Or
your plane crash in Ethiopia!!

James Becker
East Dundee, [llinois

Your response to the Escort thief, that he
or she will “make a fine lawyer,” is no dif-
ferent from similar bigoted, xenophobic

CAR and DRIVER




Recenlly, we introduced

our new KR seals. As an extension

of our Recaro line, these seats de-
liver the same quality, comfort,
performance and orthopedic
benefits as our world famous
models C, Orthopedic, LS and N.
And priced as low as $395 even
the most cost conscious enthusi-
asts now find the Recaro quality
affordable.

N $495*

To make all our seats the
best designs possible, we draw
heavily upon the resources of the
world's leading, acknowledged
orthopedic specialists and our
own 78 years of design excellence
and manufacturing expertise.

The results — three new
models that share not only the
features and benefits of our more
expensive seats, but their German
built components and old-world
craftsmanship as well.

BEAUTY IS MORE THAN
SKIN DEEP

Examine our new KRX.
Review this ads’ major photo-
graph. What you'll find is that it's
really a “plain” model C.

Both begin with Recaro's
unique, stamped steel sandwich
frame (A). In fact, every seat
Recaro builds begins with the
Stamped stegl, double wall sand-
wich construction shell, for this
is the only configuration to date
that's proven to impart to the seat
unique strength and torsional ri-
gidity. This, in turn, gives the seat
unequalled ability to absorb and
disperse impact forces. Recaro
products alone have demon-
strated 60g crash test surviva-
bility, a measure that exceeds
international standards
by 300%.

OUR BACKREST TILTS, OUR
SIDE BOLSTERS SWIVEL, SO
YOU DON'T HAVE TO

The KRX and model C
share more than a framework.
Examine the backrest. The upper
shoulder portion of each is inde-
pendently adjustable (B), the en-
tire backrest system is infinitely
reclinable (C). Your back gets a
perfect partner, one that delivers

OCTOBER 1985

Model C

e L and Foam

Mode! KRX

Within Each Recaro Seat You'll Find
The Same Commitment to Excellence.

orthopedically correct support in
both the lower lumbar and often
ignored upper shoulder areas.

LS $506*

Mounted upon the back-
rest, the KRX and model C feature
laterally adjustable side bolsters
(D) which provide a wide range of
seat width regulation. As found
on all Recaro’s, these specially de-
veloped backrest and seat bot-
tom bolsters (E) perform not one,
but three significant functions:

They keep the driver in
the ideal driving position. Straight
up. So he can use the steering

wheel for control and not support.

They maintain the body's
lateral alignment. This, in combi-
nation with our unique lumbar
support of the backrest, maintains
correct orthopedic posture in all
dimensions.

They work as part of the
Recaro Anti-Submarining Safety
System.

ANTI-SUBMARINING. IT'S
NO ACCIDENT

Unique to every Recaro
seat is our Anti-Submarining
Safety System. Carefully designed
components, including the sand-
wich frame, seat suspension, pro-
gressive side bolsters and molded
foam contours, that prevent the
body from “submarining” be-

neath the safety bells.

g

Anti-Submarining Control

In creating this complex
safety system, Recaro alone builds
separate structural and padding
subassemblies, then unites them
to spawn the finished piece. This
is but one of the many construc-
tion processes that guarantee
the exact precision and quality
of every Recaro component. It's
more expensive, but many
times more protective.

PROOF. FROMA TO V.
Consider; as proof of
Recaro’s superiority, that the man-
ufacturers of the world's finest
automobiles have examined the
Recaro products and chosen to
become customers of our Auto-
motive Seating Products Division.

AFTER ALL, THERE IS A
DIFFERENCE.

So why does the new
KRX cost $525," while the model
C $1,135*? The answer is options.
Model C comes outfitted with
an electric backrest recline,
seat heating, electropneumatic
lumbar adjustment, adjustable
thigh support (F) adjustable seat
bottom width (G)and a wide array
of fabrics and colors. KRX comes
equipped with a manual backrest
recline, our patented positionable

lumbar inserts, and our high-wear
fabric in our three most popular
colors. With either seat, you get
the same, business-like ortho-
pedic support for which Recaro
alone is renowned. After all, there

~ Is a difference.

C 31135+

KRX-T 635*

KRX $525~

Orthopedic
$1135*

UNDRESS ANY RECARO
SEAT. WE'RE PROUD OF
WHAT YOU'LL SEE.

Now that we've com-
pared our new KRX and famous
modael C, you should review our
models KR and N, or for more
spirited driving, our KRS and LS.
You'll find that the impeccabie
German engineering and manu-
facturing that made our model C
famous builds the same
fundamental excellence into
every one of our seats.

For further examination
and direct ordering information
on the complete Recaro line,
priced from $395* to $1475 call
800-821-7700, ext. §11 and ask
for our free brochure.

*Suggested retail prices, head-
restraints shown available at
extra cost.

RECARO’
Keiper Recaro, Inc.
Automotive Seating Products
Division

5701 W. Dickman Road

Battle Creek, Michigan 49015

(© —1984 Keiper Recaro, Inc.
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LETTERS

notions that women are inferior, blacks are
lazy, and the Polish are stupid. Next time
you find your puckering sphincter fricas-
seeing in a legal stew, try contacting some
scrupulously honest magazine editor to la-
dle your critical ass out.
Lloyd David Yavener, Esq.
Washington, D.C.

I resent and take exception to your smart-
ass comment about lawyers. As a lawyer
with 33 years’ experience, I tell you that in
my experience lawyers are honest people.
I think my profession deserves a retraction
and an apology.
John P. O’Neill
Birmingham, Michigan
What it really needs is a sense of humor—Ed.

CHEVY POWER

I just wanted you to know that I'm pretty
tired of the way everyone makes fun of
Chevettes, especially in your Letters col-
umn. And I'm tired of the way you so-
called sports-car enthusiasts cut me off all
the time, just because I'm driving that low-
ly General Motors econobox. So I'm get-
ting revenge. With a few modifications, I've
installed a Napier Saber H-24 engine that I
cannibalized from a World War II Hawker
Typhoon. Also, I've armor-plated the
hood and the front quarter-panels. You
nerds driving fiberglass cars had better
watch out.

By the way, just so all right-thinking mo-
torists will know to get out of my way, I
drive a yellow 79 with a University of B.C.
sticker in the rear window.

The Killer Chevette
Terrorizing the Highways
There’s a University of Boring Chevettes —Ed.

MEN-OF-FEW-WORDS DEPT.
If you guys don’t do a road test of the ’
Thunderbird Turbo Coupe, I'll shoot my
Tempo. It won’t be a pretty sight.
Kenneth L. Kyle
San Diego, California

Short letter, longer name.
Gregory John Hazarabedian
Moraga, California

Will the Ferrari Testarossa’s brother ship,

the Testosterona, be available in black
next year?

Mara Karpel

Fern Park, Florida

Can’t you read? This is the Men-of-Few-Waords
Dept.—Ed.

SIBLING RIVALRY

Why is it that the cars tested by Road &
Track have much slower 0-to-60 times than

the same tested by you?
Tilden Smith
Westminster, California
Sometimes a floor mat or a console snags one of the
buttons on their spats—Ed. ®
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Continental
Contact TS730

Hydrophilic tread winter tire

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall
$36 | 175/70SR13 S4B
155SR13 39 | 185/70SR13 51
165SR13 43 | 175/70SR14 51
175SR14 52

56
185SR14r 67 | 205/70SR14
165SR15 49 | 185/70HR15* 78
185SR15 78 | 185/65HR15* 82
r-reinforced (load range D)
“these sizes cannot be studded
Full pattern studding available-$10 ea.

2
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Pirelli Winter 190

Hydrophilic trez
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall
185/70HR15 $76 | 185/60HR14 $84
185/65HR15* 89 | 195/60HR14 87
195/65HR15 77 | 205/55HR16 155
205/65HR15 84 | 225/50HR16 166
*Full pattern studding available in this
size only-$10 ea.

B B
Kieber M&S
Hydrophilic tread winter tire
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

12 $35 | 165R15 $46
145R13 32 | 165/70R13 3;

165R13 41| 185/70R13 A7
165R14 45 | 185/7

75R14 49| 195/70HR14* 61
185R14 4 | 205/70HR14* 65

*these sizes cannot be studded
Full pattern studding available-$10 ea.

Vredesteln Snow +
Hydrophilic tread winter tire
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

1558R12 $34 | 165/70SR13 $41
145SR13 34 | 175/70SR13

155SR13 36| 185/70SR13 46
165SR13 38 | 175/70HR14* 52
175SR13 43| 185/70S5R14 A9

165SR14 41| 195/70SR14

ISR1
185SR14 47 | 185/70HR15*
185/65HR15* 77

Ll
*these sizes cannot be studded
Full pattern studding available-$10 ea
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Winter Tires and Wheels

If you're planning to use
winter tires this season, we
strongly recommend using
them on all four wheels.

Why four winter tires?

Your front tires do the
steering and, with forward
weight shift on braking,
typically contribute lots
more to stopping your car
than do your rear tires.

On cars with front wheel
drive, you need extra rear
grip on slippery surfaces to
maintain sufficient traction
in braking and cornering.

And by using the same
tires all-around, your car re-
tains its relative handling
balance.

You can avoid the hassle
of costly winter and spring
tire changeovers by pur-
chasing an extra set of
wheels this season. Also,

Original Equipment
Steel Wheels

Our steel wheels are manufactured by
the original equipment suppliers to Euro-
pean and Japanese auto makers.

Free mounting and balancing

If purchased with tires, prices include
mounting, valve stems and computer-
ized dynamic balancing.

Audi

Fox 4'%Jx13 825
Fox, 4000 5Jx13 24
Fox, 4000 5%Jx13 2§
5000 except Turbo 5%Jx14 39
SOOaTurbo 6Jx15 §2
2002 5Jx13 26
2002, 320i 5%Jx13 26
318i from 83 5%Jx14 36
530i, 528i 78-5/81 6Jx14 45
528i from 6/81 6Jx14 39
6 and 7 series 6%Jx14 4§
Datsun

B210, 510, 61078 on  4%Jx13 28

310 fwd, Sentra 79-85  4%Jx13 28

Stanza 82-85 5x13 31
810, Maxima 78-84 5Jx14 33
Maxima fwd 85 5x14 33
200SX 84-85 5Jx14 33
Ford

Fiesta 40x12 23
Fiesta 4%Cx12 29
Honda

Civic 74-83 4J)x12 23
Civic 80-83 4%Jx13 28
Civic 84 5)x13 30
Prelude 80-83 4%Jx13 28
Prelude 83-85 5Jx13 30
Accord 76-78 4%Jx13 28

Accord 82-83, fits 80-81  5Jx13 30
Accord 84-85

specify silver or black 5Jx13
Mazda

30
RX7, 626 rwd 5)x13 29
RX7, 626 rwd 5%Jx13 34
626 fwd 83-85 5%Jx14 33
GLC fwd 81-85 4%Jx13 28
GLC fwd 81-85 5)x13 29
10-85

Continental Super
Contact TS740

Hydrophilic tread winter tire
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
$40 $59

5SR14r 69
165/70SR13 47 | 185/60HR14 91
175/70SR13 195/60HR14 102
185/70SR13
r-reinforced (load range D)

28

consider replacing your
skinny space-saving spare
with a full-size tire and
wheel.

Mercedes Benz

190E 83-85 5Jx14 35
240D 75-80, fits to 83  5%Jx14 40
280, 300 models 6Jx14 A;
350, 380, 450 models  6%Jx14 5
Mitsubishi

Colt, Champ fwd 4%Jx13 28
Colt, Galant 84-85 5Jx13 29
Tredia, Cordia 83-85 5Jx13 30
Sapporo, Starion 82-85 5'%Jx14 33
Peugeot

505 82-83, fits 504 to 83  5Jx14 35
505 84-85 5%Jx14 37
Renault

R18, R20, Fuego to 81  5%Jx13 36
Saab

99 5Jx15 43
900 79-81 5Jx15 44
900 82-85 5Jx15 4§
900 82-85 5%Jx15 46
Subaru

GL, DL, Brat 80-85 5)x13 29
Toyota

Corolla 78-80 4%Jx13 28
Corolla Liftback 79-84 4%Jx13 28
Corolla fwd 84-85 5Jx13 31
Tercel 80 85 4%Jx13 28
Tercel 8 5Jx13 31
Celica, Cresswa 82-85 5%Jx14 32
Camry 83-85 5)x13 30
Volkswagen

Rabbit, Dasher 4%Jx13 25
Rabbit, Dasher 5/x13 24
Quantum 82-85, Golf 5Jx13 28

Scirocco to 81, Jetta to 84 5%Jx13 25
Scirocco 82-85, Jetta 85 5‘/sz13 28

Golf diesel 5%Jx13 28
GTI, Sclrocco Quantum 6Jx14 40
Beetle 71-79 4%Jx15 29
Bus, Camper 5%Jx14 32
Volvo

240, 260 series 76-79  5%Jx14 43
240, 260 series 80-85  5%Jx14 42
740, 760 series 5%Jx15 83

Specify car year, make, model, rim size.
Please refer to wheel photos in our free
catalog to ensure proper style selection,
particularly for Japanese cars. Sizes and
prices listed above may include several
different original equipment styles.

euro-tire

Michelin MX & MXL

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
$40

1558R12 155SR15 $46
135SR13 32| 165/70SR13 A
1455R13 37 175/70SR13 50
155SR13 42| 185/70SR13 53
165SR13 45| 175/70SR14 53
155SR14 46| 185/70TR14 60
165SR14 48 | 195/70TR14 u

57
MX 80-series MXL 70-series (photo)

Mlchelin XzX

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
1558R12 $40 | 1855R14 $63
42 | 185SR14r 66

13 45 | 1555R15 46
175SR14 §7 | 165SR15 50
r-reinforced (load range D)

BO[GIE]

Turbo TS
Shock Absorbers

prices ea. F
$4

79-83 4000

77-5/79 5000 43 32
6/79-82 5000 except Turbo 43 31
BMW

66-76 1600, 2000, 2002 30 28

75-81 530i, 528i 39 &0
77-82 320i 30 27
Capri

73-78 Capri, Capri Il 42 28

atsun

70-78 240Z, 260Z, 2802 28 28
79-82 280ZX 28 29
68-76 510, 610 sedans 2 21
74-77 710 sedan, coupe 28 21
Fiat

75-80 131 Mirafiori 8 32
66-80 124 sedan, coupe 24 32

69-78 128 sedan, wagon, 3P A5 45
Porsche (only with Boge shocks 0.e.)
1 46 A6

69-74 914/4, 914/6 46 M
Volkswagen
74-79 Dasher sedan 27 26
75-78 Scirocco,

German Rabbit 27 28
79-83 Scirocco, Jetta

German Rabbit 271 28
71-78 Super Beetle 27 23
69-77 Beetle, Ghia 23 23
Volvo
67-75 140, 160 series 28 28
75-83 240, 260 series 3 27
Gas Pressure
Shock Absorbers
Alfa Romeo pricesea. F R
AII pydar Veloce $52 §52
‘ “ 4 Alfetta 52 52
80- 4 4000 except Quattro 82 74

/79 5000 89 67

6/7 -84 5000 89 74
BMW
66-76 1600, 2000, 2002 82 52

68-76 2500, 2800, 3.0S 89 82

68-76 2800CS, 3.0CS 97 82
83-84 633CSi 97 74
78-81 630CSi, 63305! 97 82
79-81 530i, 528; 89 82
82-84 5288, 533I 97 74
76-83 320i 89

84 318i 83 59
82-84 733i 97 82
Capri

73-78 Capri Il

Chevrolet/Pontiac

83-84 Camaro, Firebird
70-81 Camaro, Firebird
83-84 Corvette
63- 82 Corvme

Dat:
71- 78 2402 2602, 2802
79-83 280ZX

Mazda

81-83 RX7 82 52
79-82 626 82 52

38 40
all with W126 body 38 40
4 E

all with W12: 38
Puncgo (ont with Boge ShOCkS 0 e. {
All 914/4,'914/6 HEN

76-82 924 except Turbo 82 59

2-84 104 59
RN 12118
Renault
72-82 RS (Le Car) M 52

gﬂ-&J 99,900 including Turbo 52 52
[
83%4 Celica GTS (ind. rear) 89 59

ezlt:: Cellca axcepl GTS 89 52
76-80 Su r Beetle 67 4
75-84 Rabbit, Scirocco 74 67
75-84 Rabbit GTI, Jetta 7% 74
82-84 Quantum 82 74
60-'34 Vanagon A4 52

Yolvo
75-84 240, 260 series 8
Phone for fitments not listed here.

Michelin MXV

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
175/70HR13 $70 | 185/60HR13 $70
185/70HR13 73 | 2 92
175/70HR14 7

84
195/70HR14 &'
205/70HR14 99 205/60HR15 106

Michelin XGT USA

Textile belted radial tubeless blackwall.
P205/60VR13 119 P235/60VR15 m
P205/60VR14 127 | P205, R16 203
P215/60VR14 133 P225/50VR16 215
P215/60VR15

Michelin TRX

=5
rprer=y
SES!
S
222
LY
EEETD
[
t-3

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
180/65HR390 $88
190/65HR390 96
200/60HR390 96

200/60VR390 124
220/55VR390 132

Michelin XVS

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall,
175HR14 §79 195/70HR14 $92
185HR14 88 | 205/70HR14 97
185HR15 93 | 175/70HR15 79
185/70HR13 71

Michelin XWX

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

195/70VR14 §120 185/70VR15 8111
205/70VR14 127 | 205/70VR15 137
215/70VR14 142 | 215/70VR15 142

Our prices include
shipping charges!

Adjustable Shocks

& Suspension Kits

Alfa Romeo prices ea. KIT* R
71-84 GTV Spyder Veloce m SAG
‘2 54 4
84-85 5000 g[new body) 67 48
80-83 5 67 ﬁ

79-84 4000 Coupe
BMW
66- 76 1600,2000,2002 $579 79 A8

72-76 2500, 2800, 3.05 %7
69- 74 2800CS, 3.0CS 78 &
77-79 630CSi, 633CSi 79 79
80-82 633CSi Ly
77-81 530i, 528i %79
82-84 528¢, 533 605 75 75
77-79 320i 74 58
80-83 320i 589 74 58
34 85 318i 632 73 &8
73 78 apri 1l 77 8
Chevrolet/Pontiac

70-81 Camaro, Firebird 666 48 A8
82-84 Camaro, Firebird 647 91 57
63-82 Corvette 48 45
Datsun

79-83 280ZX 519 55 55
74-78 260Z, 280Z 495 54 54
;ID ‘73 2402, 2602 506 55 55
73-83 X 84 84
67 80 124 Coupe Spyder 57 57

78 81 Fiesta incl. S models 79 74
Jaguar (4 shocks required at reaf)

61-74 X E 6 cylmde( 55
71-74 XKE 79
69-84 XJ (ypes 46 57
Mazda
81-83 RX7 503 55 34
79-82 626 55 3
Mercedes Benz
80-83 300SE/SEL/SEC/SL, s %

5
77-82 230, 240D, 280E/CE,

300D/ CD SD

all with 123 bod 55
71-79 SSOSL 450SL/SLC 34
Fom:ho (caII for prices if Koni is 0. ?4
65-68 ” 912 82

i

72 74 911 7 ll
75-84 911 82 55
All 914/4, 914/6 %M
76-82 924 including Turbo 74 53
82-84 944 65 53

Renault

76-83 R5 (Le Car) 42
Saab

68-78 99 except Turbo
79-81 99 Turbo

79-84 99, 900 excepl Turbo
79-84 900 Tur!

82%4 Celica GTS Supra 505
82-84 Celica e
GTS and Supra 496

Volkswagen

75-84 Scirocco, Jetta
Rabbit** 79
.S. Rabbit** 719
75 eo Super Beetle

72 75 140, 160 series A
75-84 240, 260 series 47
*Suspension kits come complete with 4
shocks, 4 springs, front and rear anti-
sway bars.

**Kit has preassembled shocks/springs.
Phone for fitments not listed here.
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Top tires, wheels
and accessories
by phone or mail

At Euro-Tire® you can
shop our enormous selec-
tion of tires, wheels and
accessories with confi-
dence. Our entire stock is
strictly first quality.

Our everyday low prices
include conscientious cus-
tomer service you won't
find elsewhere.

Dial one of our special-
ists, toll-free. They're
eager to help you with ac-
curate facts and useful
suggestions.

Next day shipment

Your order is shipped
the next business day
when accompanied by a
money order, certified or
bank check, or charged to
Master Card or Visa. Allow
an extra day or two for
mounting and studding
during peak periods.

If a shipping delay is un-
avoidable, we'll notify you
immediately to let you
know when we can ship.

We pay the freight
Our prices include ship-
ping charges to any point
in the 48 connecting
states. Add 5% to order on
shipments to AK, HI, PR,

Pirelli P3

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
$31 | 1658

s
>
wnw
22
3
N
]
>3
a2
S
83
G
S
o
t3

1555R13 33| 175/70SR13 40
165SR13 36 | 185/70SR13 44
175SR13 39 175/70SR14 42
165SR14 40 | 185/70SR14 &7
175SR14 42| 195/70SR14 51
185SR14 44 | 185/70SR15 51
155SR15 36

Pirelli CN36

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

Pirelli P7

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
205/60VR13 $110 | 225/50VR15 $172
205/55VR14 130 | 285/50VR15

>
—n
o

212
21
345/35VR15 242

Fulda Y-2000

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwal
185/70’\?1}5 SIT 2

76
185/60HR14 70 | 205,
195/60HR14 76
205/60HR14 82 | 225/50VR16
205/60HR15 82

£5=25

147

USVI, APOs and FPOs.

We ship by U.P.S. where
available; otherwise, by
Parcel Post Special Han-
dling or P.A.L.

No extra charges
Our prices are complete,
delivered to your door.
Add NJ sales tax only on
shipments to NJ addresses.

Euro-Tire warranty
When in normal use, our
tires are warranted for the
life of the tread against de-
fects in materials and
workmanship. There is no
time or mileage limit.
Adjustment credit is per-
centage of purchase price
based on remaining usable
tread depth. We pay the
freight on replacements.
Within 60 days of pur-
chase, tires replaced free
under this warranty, and
we pay the 2-way freight.
Entire limited warranty
available in advance.

Ask for free catalog

Pirelli P5
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
185/70HR14 $§76 | 205/70VR15 $115
195/70HR14 91 [ 215/70VR15 119
205/70HR14 82

Pirelli P77

Steel belted radial tubeless.
P185/75HR14w 83 | P205/70HR13w 62
P195/75HR14w 68 | P185/7( 4|

b 79
74
84
§8 | P205/70HR14w

62
b P225/70HR15w 87
b-blackwall w-whitewall

Plrelli PG
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

185/70VR15 $103 | 205/60VR14 $102
185/65HR14 73 | 225/60HR14 101
185/60HR13 69 | 2. 109
205/60HR13 87 82
75 99
82 13
205/60HR14 98 1

2
Pirelli P8

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
185/65SR15 $59 | 185/65TR15 $60

215/60VR15

BF Goodrich
Comp T/A

Textile beited radial tubeless blackwall.
205/60VR15 $104
215/60VR15

USA

215/60VR14 101

Yokohama A008 .zpan

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
$73 | 225/60HR14 §118
3 78| 195/60HR15 1

225/50VR16

Goodyear (Eur.) NCT

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

$6i
8
%5
195/60HR14 81
g% 225/50VR16 181

Vdesle n Sprint
ST & ST70 70-series photo

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

155S8R12 $31 70SR12 $37
145SR13 31| 165/70SR13 37
155SR13 i 175/7OSR13 40
165SR13 36 | 185/70SR13 43
175SR13 40 ( 195/70SR13 46
165SR14 39| 185/70SR14 47
175SR14 43 | 195/70SR14 50
185SR14 45 | 205/70SR14 53
155SR 39 | 185/70SR15 48
165SR15 40 | 205/70SR15 59
1855R15 Ly

Continental TS771

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
835

SR1 15
455R13 175/70SR1
655R13 40| 175/70SR13w 47
655R14 42| 185/70SR13

755R14 48| 175/70TR14* 51
855R1 54 | 185/70SR14
85SR14r 58 | 195/70SR14 EG

r-reinforced (load range D) w-whitewall
*TS781 design

Semperit Hi-Speed
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
75/70HR13 A9 | 185/60VR13 $64
HR13 54 | 205/60HR13 74

60 | 205/60VR13 81
66
3
91
93

205/60VR15
185/60HR13

Kieber C-1

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
155SR12 $33 | 165S5R14 $43
145SR13 33 SR14 A8
1558R13 35 | 185SR14 51
165SR13 38 | 185SR14r 60

Kiéber V12GTS

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

Kleber V12 & V15

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
8

1558R12 32 | 185SR14r  §59
145SR13 33 | 155SR15 40
1558R13 34 | 165SR15 A
165SR13 38 | 165/70SR13* 35
1755R13 42 | 175/70SR13* 40
165SR14 42| 185/70SR13* 44
175SR14 47 | 175/70SR14* 45

185/70SR14* 47

mroyal-Eur%op'e
Rallye 340

70-series photo

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
3 §59

64
65
73
80

87
&)

205/65HR15 $99
1 64
83
7

195/60HR14 76
86
97

%
&
<
>
3
=
=y
FS
~

Continental CH51

Steel belted radial mne!ess blackwall
175/70HR13 $58
185/70HR13 55
185/70HR14

3
185/65HR15 82

Continental CS21

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.

1555R13 $36 | 165/70SR13 $39

165SR1 40 175/70SR13 &

1655R14 42 | 185/70SR13 46
175SR14 49 | 185/70SR14 51

BBS nght Alloy Wheels

cover caps, and wheel nuts or bolts.
When purchased with tires, prices in-
clude meticulous mounting and comput-
erized dynamic balancing.

Don't settle for a cheap copy of these
superbly crafted West German wheels
Free mounting and balancing

QOur BBS prices include valve stems,

Route 46 East, Fairfield, NJ.

On-the-Car Service in NYC Metro Area

Visit our state-of-the-art Service Center, equipped with Europe's finest
mounting and balancing machinery and 4-wheel computer alignment. Shock
installations, too. Watch us pamper your car with protective seat covers, free
storage bags for your take-offs and torque wrench wheel fitment. TLC every
step of the way and thoroughly professional service you won't find elsewhere.
Only 20 minutes west of GW Bridge or Lincoln
Tunnel. We accept appolmmems that'll guarantee no wait when you arrive.

OCTOBER 1985

Silver
Made for Size/Photo ea.*
Audi
Fox, 4000 6Jx13 D 8§95
4000, Cou 6Jx14 D 110
4000 Quattro 6Jx14D 114
4000 Quattro, 5000 6Jx15D 127
BMW
320 6x13C 101
20 6Jx15C 151
20 7Jx15C 163
18i 6Jx14 D 110
18i, 325¢ 6%Jx14 D 122
18i, 325¢ 6Jx15D 136
18i, 325¢ 7x15D 163
, 6 and 7 series 7Jx14C 138
. 6and 7 series 7x15C 182
. 6.and 7 series 7Jx16 C 204
6 and 7 series 8Jx16 C 212
Mercedes Benz (**except 1 03
190 models BJx 125
190 models 7Jx150 160
A||"" with 6-6%"' oe 6‘/2 x14 C 126
All** with 6%" oe 7x15C 182
All** with 6% 7)x16 C 204
11SC, Turbo, 944 7Jx15C 189
11SC, Turbo, 944 8Jx15C 197
11SC, Turbo, 944 7Jx16 C 208
11SC, Turbo, 944 8Jx16 C 215
solf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta ~ 6Jx13D 95
olf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta 6Jx14D 110
olf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta  6Jx15 D 123

@
&

gold camer/snlver painted rim-add
gold center/polished rim-add $10.

BBS photo C

BBS photo D

567 Route 46,

P.0. Box 1198-C,
MINIMUM ORDER $25-otherwise add $3 handling charge

Fairfield, NJ 07007

Qty. Description

Price ea.| Amount

[ Certified check or money order
OVisa O Master Card

I card no = FE.

lCar make/year/model

I Name

lAddress
D city/stateszip

Add 5% to AK, HI, PR, USVI, APOs, FPOs
[ Personal check (allow 2-3 weeks)

SUB-TOTAL

NJ residents
add Sales Tax

ORDER TOTAL

Phone

1 Signature
| Please phone to check availability

Pnces good thru month of 10-85 |

Our prices include freight

Catalog: Euro-Tire, P.O. Box 1198-C, Fairfield, NJ 07007

Call toll-free 800 631-0080

Charge your order today with Visa or M/C. No CODs.

201 575-0080 in NJ and AK

Phone hours (Eastern time): Mon. thru Fri. 9-7; Sat. 9-4

Uniroyal-Europe
Ra“ve 280 70-series photo
Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
145SR10 $28 | 18 $55
155SR1 34 | 1558R15 40
1455R13 32 | 165SR15 43
155SR13 36| 165/70SR13 38
165SR13 39 | 175/70SR13 43
175SR13 45| 185/70SR13 47
165SR14 42 | 185/70SR14 51
175SR14 48 | 175/70SR15* 53

8
*Uniroyal-Europe Rallye 180 in this size.

Firestone S-211

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
175/70SR13 $38 | 185/70SR14 $46

Engleﬁel;l Mx 1

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
$32

1558R12 165SR15 $42
145SR1 30 | 165/70SR13 37
155SR13 33| 175/70SR13 40
165SR13 36 | 185/70SR13 43
165SR14 40 | 185/70SR14 &7
175SR14 43 | 195/70SR14 54
185SR14 46 | 205/70HR14* 70

Max 1 is identical to the Rallye 180
*this size identical to Rallye 240

Firestone S-660

Steel belted radial tubeless blackwall.
185/60HR14 sil 205/60HR15 $71
195/60HR14

Rial Light Alloy Wheels

and wheel nuts or bolts. If purchased
with tires, you get free mounting, valves
and computerized dynamic balancing.

Made in West Germany, each Rial
wheel is designed with the proper offset
and dimensions for a specific vehicle.
They're precisely cast and machined to
insure trouble-free uniformity, x-rayed
for strength and tested for air tightness
Free mounting and balancing

Rial wheel prices include cover caps

Silver
Made for Size/Type ea.
Alfa Romeo
Alfetta 6Jx14 N* $80
Audi
5J N* 64
Fox, 4000 5%Jx13 N* 67
Fox, 4000 6Jx13 N* 70
4000, Coupe 6Jx14 N* 81
4000, Coupe 8Jx15 N* 104
30'20 'except Turbo BJx14 N* 81
320i 6Jx13 N* 72
320i 6Jx15 N* 110
320i 7Jx15 N* 115
318i, 325¢ 6Jx14 N* 81
318, 325 Bdx * 104
318i, 325¢ 7dx s 1m
5 6'and 7 series 7x14 N* 86
5, 6.and 7 series 7Jx15 N* 118
Ford
Fiesta 6Jx13 N* 70
Honda
Prelude, new Civic Sx13 N* 64
Accord 82-8! 5%Jx13 N* 67
Accord 82- 85 6Jx13 N* 70
Accord 82-85 ﬁJx N* 81
Accord 82-85 * 104
Mercedes Benz ("’excapl 1 (8
All** with 5%-6" oe  BJx 6
All** with 6" oe  6%Jx140 77
All** with 6-6%2"' o8  7Jx15 N 115
Al** with 6-6%"" oe  7Jx16 N 124
190 models 6Jx14 N* 87
11SC, Turbo, 944 7Jx15 N* 115
11SC, Turbo, 944 8Jx15 N* 124
11SC, Turbo, 944 7Jx16 N* 123
11SC, Turbo, 944 8Jx16 N* 134
gen
olf, Rabbit, Dasher 5Jx13 N* 64
olf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta  5%Jx13 N* 67
olf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta 6Jx13 70
solf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta 6Jx14 N* 81
olf, Rbt., Scir., Jetta 6Jx15 * 104
olvo
40, 260 series 7x15N 115

*Type N with gold painted center/silver
painted rim - add $4; gold or black cen-
ter/polished rim - add $12.

Rial type 0

Rial type N

Rial type N for front wheel drive
© 1985 Euro-Tire, Inc.
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Bull-market banter.

® Let me be the first to announce that we
are now enjoying the golden age of the
automobile. Car consumers have it made
today, and we might as well admit it. In the
past five years, a number of important tar-
gets have been pasted on the wall as a re-
sult of the holocaust that hit the auto in-
dustry near the turn of the decade (energy
crunch II, economic recession, and a dra-
matic rise in global-scale competition),
and, to everyone’s benefit, car companies
have diligently taken their best shots at the
bulls’-eyes.

Some of their scores are impressive.
First, fuel economy, except for the govern-
ment’s nagging CAFE law, is now a dead
issue. Thanks to the engineering that has
been invested in the name of miles per gal-
lon, some car lines are twice as efficient as
they were in the Seventies. Quality was the
second major undertaking. Although
we’re not yet driving perfect cars, the TV
ads do have some legitimate progress to
crow about. The third thing we’ve accom-
plished in this decade is a sharp focus on
aerodynamics. The blocky-versus-jelly-
bean debate is still in its first round, but ev-
idence is starting to mount that slippery
cars are better cars. Furthermore, public
tastes are shifting in favor of the wind-
swept look. At this point the question isn’t
whether we’re going to have a full fleet of
sleek machines, but how soon?

Once these issues had been raised, a
handful of clear thinkers in the industry re-
alized that the next major automotive
breakthrough was fun. Overnight, the car
radio became a dashboard-mounted con-
cert stage, seats became more comfortable
and more supportive, and a few engineers
developed genuine concern for five-speed
shift quality. Car nuts know fun when they
find it: horsepower is the top priority,
though handling has recently risen in im-
portance. Nevertheless, a surprising num-
ber of manufacturers have shrewdly dem-
onstrated that it isn’t essential to build a
Corvette to play the fun-car game. The
VW GTI, the Colt Turbo, and the Toyota
MR2 aren’t remarkable in any one exer-

cise, yet they are fantastically entertaining
in daily life, thanks to their brilliant blend-
ing of basic attributes. For those who can’t
be happy withouta V-8, the American mar-
ket has everything from a hairy-chested,
$10,000 Mustang to an haute couture,
$150,000 Aston Martin Lagonda.

This is not to say that we’re satiated by
the cornucopia of enjoyable autos on the
market. To the contrary, we buy more cars
per family than any other nation on earth,
and we trade them in long before they're
worn out. We shop eagerly for the best
brands we can afford, in spite of persistent
reminders that, when they happen to be
imported, we’re in effect exporting jobs
and wrecking the nation’s balance of pay-
ments. We still prefer a car to a home, a
wardrobe, or a job title for broadcasting
our station in life. All in all, we're simply an
incorrigible, car-hungry nation.

Both domestic and foreign manufactur-
ers have noticed. They've also observed
that the Reagan administration is soft on
regulation, that interest rates are falling,
that the dollar is as strong as . . . a dollar,
and that the baby boomers are buying with
a vengeance. If it has wheels, somebody in
America is eager to own it.

The demand side of the U.S. market
equation is running so strongly at the mo-
ment that car builders from the far corners
of the earth are laying plans to join the
ranks on the supply side. The last two Japa-
nese brands that haven’t already set up
shop in America—Daihatsu and Suzuki—
are both plotting strategies for a 1987 en-
try. (Suzuki already supplies the Sprint to
West Coast Chevy dealers.) One notch far-
ther west, there is a Korean car-building
industry waiting not so patiently to invade
our market. The Korean carmaker Hyun-
dai, having knocked Canada on its ear with
the inexpensive Pony (C/D, March), is ea-
ger to move on America with an upscale
front-driver called Pony Excel. Next in line
is the Daewoo Motor Company, which has
already signed contracts to supply an
Opel-designed subcompact to Pontiac
dealers for the 1987 model year.

The new players from the Far East will
meet stiff price competition from an un-
likely competitor located on the wrong
side of the Iron Curtain. Zavodi Crvena
Zastava, a state-owned enterprise in Yugo-
slavia, is threatening to unleash its Yugo
subcompact here sometime this fall with a
sub-$4000 price tag. It remains to be seen
whether America will warm up to a crude
Commie car, but the Yugo will be an inter-
esting trial balloon for all the world’s basic-
transportation builders.

England was once a prime supplier to
some of the more lovable cracks and cran-
nies of the American auto market, and it
may use the current boom to reestablish its
credentials (above and beyond Jaguar,
which is doing better than ever, thank you
very much). Rover was practically booed
out of town when it showed up with the
3500 sedan in 1980, but the Austin Rover
Group will try again in 1987, now that it’s
building cars from Honda blueprints. We
won’t have to wait quite that long to wit-
ness the comeback of the British-built
sports car, however. Panther of North
America has already set up shop and will in
a matter of months begin importing the
Kallista, a classic blending of full fenders,
floppy top, and modern mechanicals. If
that exercise goes as planned, the mid-en-
gined Panther Solo (C/D, April) won’t be
far behind. The third English maker warm-
ing up in the wings is Reliant, a company
best known in the home market for its
three-wheelers. The Reliant Scimitar SS1,
which is scheduled to debut here during
the 1987 model year, has a full comple-
ment of wheels, a cute fiberglass roadster
body, and a front-mounted four-cylinder
engine. Consider it the MGB of the
Eighties.

Fiat was the last manufacturer to leave
the U.S. and may also be the last big gun to
take a shot at our lucrative market in the
future. No concrete plans for a return have
been revealed; however, if current negoti-
ations with Ford pan out, it’s possible that
Fiat will supply major components to
Ford’s U.S. assembly plants or even fin-
ished cars to its dealer network. Fiat’s
upmarket label, Lancia, is a more likely
possibility. If Ferrari can be wooed into co-
operation, Lancia’s Thema four-door se-
dan, introduced late last year in Europe,
may make it here with a potent V-8 and
(eventually) four-wheel drive.

All told, we’ll soon be saying hello to at
least a half-dozen more manufacturers ea-
ger to sell us automobiles. It’s inevitable
that car prices will fall, particularly at the
$4000-t0-$10,000 basic-transportation
end of the market. In many price classes
there will be more models and types of cars
to choose from. And value could become
the single most important factor in the
sales equation as our ravenous demand is
met by an abundant supply.

By my reckoning, the current golden
age of the automobile is due to go plati-
num by 1987. @
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ESPN,
THE DRIVING FORCE IN
RACING COVERAGE.

All times Eastern. ESPN is available only through your cable service. Programming subject to blackout or change

Week in and week out, ESPN  10/13 CART: Phoenix 150,

brings you award-winning coverage 5PMLIVE
of the finest racing, from Formula | _
to NASCAR. Don'tmiss ESPNs /13 “IMSA: Solumbus Grand

exciting coverage this month:
10/6 CART: Laguna Seca300, 10/19 IHRA Drag Racing:
5 PMLIVE Nationals, 4 PM

*B.F. Goodrich sponsors Formula |, IMSA and World Endurance Racing in addition to ESPN's SpeedWeek every
Thursday at 7:30PM.

OCTOBER 1985

© 1985 ESPN, Inc.

10/27 Rally Racing:
San Remo Rally, 1 PM

I AR S

== 1

THE TOTAL SPORTS NETWDRK ™
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BF GOODRICH UPDATE #22:

WHEN STREETS BECOME RACE TRACKS,
EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.

At first glance, a street race
might seem to be just a road-
racing circuit laid out in a city. But
a harder look will reveal critical
differences. Few road-racing
tracks have manhole covers to
contend with. Or railroad tracks.
Or generous deposits of oil from
parked vehicles.

T the road-racing driver,

street tracks offer the possibility
of many surprises. One is the
abundance of off-camber
corners that can easily send a
car spinning. The reason for this
is simple. Road-racing tracks
don't have to be crowned to divert
water runoff to storm drains on
both sides. Streets do. This can
have the roadholding effect of
banking if you corner on the
inside of the crown. But if you
corner on the outside, the effect is
that of having the road drop from

difficult for racing suspensions
and tires to handle.

Yet as troublesome as street
races may be, BFGoodrich races
in them for a very practical
reason: if no test track proves out
tires like a race track, it follows
that no race track proves out
tires like a street track. Because
street racing most closely

resembles—and intensifies to a
high degree—the forces that act
on your tires on your streets. The
result has already been
improvements to T/A® Radials
that you can buy today:

And the process continues.
Since the forces that affect tires
are at their peak in IMSA
prototype racing, we race
Porsche 962's in the two street
races on the IMSA calendar: the
Miami Grand Prix and the
Columbus 500.

beneath you.
Pavement can be another

THE MIAMI GRAND PRIX.

problem. Street race officials
face a dilemma here. If they re-
pave too soon before a race, the
paving may disintegrate during
the event. So it would seem
prudent to re-pave well in
advance so the pavement has
time to cure and be compacted
by heavy traffic. On the other
hand, such traffic may soak the
pavement with oil or chip it up
again—two problems that are

This race is the creation of
entrepreneur Ralph Sanchez.
The setting is reminiscent of
Monaco, with sunny skies, palm
trees, bikinis, and bayfront
vistas. After only two successful
seasons, it has become a favorite
of spectators from all over the
western hemisphere.

However, it is very abusive to
drivers, cars, and tires. There are

12 turns in only 1.85 miles,
including two long sweepers, one
chicane, and three hairpins. The
course runs over two pairs of
railroad tracks, a parking lot,
and some chipped pavement.
1,800 concrete barriers weighing
4 tons each line the course, which
(like most street courses) tends to
be narrow. There is little
forgiveness for a car that spins or
slides too wide. When asked to
describe the course, Jim Busby,
lead driver of the BFGoodrich
Porsche 962 team, replied: “It's
like running a torture test for tires
through a concrete tunnel.”

When asked where the safe
passing places were, teammate
Rick Knoop quipped: “There
aren't any.’

The difficulty of racing in
downtown Miami is increased by
the fact that there are no long
straights to dissipate heat. It is
ccmmon to see drivers open their
cockpit doors under yellow flag
conditions, and to see them climb
red-faced and sweating from a
tour at the wheel. And the same

BF GOODRICH J/A RADIALS




Car #67, driven by Jim Busby and Rick
Knoop, crossing a pair of railroad tracks at
the Miami Grand Prix.

heat is equally brutal to tires.

Yet the Miami Grand Prix is
attractive to BFGoodrich for the
very reasons that make it so hard
on drivers and equipment. For
two years now, we have tested
experimental T/A Radials of
street construction at Miami. And
we have learned from the
experience.

THE INAUGURAL
COLUMBUS 500.

The thunder of IMSA GTP
engines will first be heard on the
streets of Columbus on the first
weekend of October of this year.
This event is the brainchild of
Mayor Dana (“Buck”) Rinehart. It
promises to be extraordinary for
two reasons.

First, it was conceived not just
as a race—but also as an auto
enthusiast trade fair. Chief
executives of auto-related
businesses are expected to
attend. Performance-related
displays, technical workshops,
and seminars are planned, as

,"‘.ﬁ,

are pit-stop competitions and
concours delegances. Technical
inspections will be open to the
public and narrated by an
announcer on a PA system, as
will events in the 110,000 square-
foot garage. The race will be run
in a scenic areq, twice crossing
the Scioto River and surrounded
by excellent viewpoints.

The second extraordinary
feature of the Columbus 500 is its
layout. The race will be run for
500 kilometers over a 2.67 mile
course. There will be two long
straights where officials expect
speeds to exceed 170mph.
Officials also expect 100mph
average speeds, making
Columbus the fastest street race
in the world. Track widths of
about 45 feet will also be unusual
for a street race. It is planned to
smoothen the track as much as

possible with re-paving and
measures that go as far as
welding manhole covers and
leveling the surrounding
pavement.

But Columbus will still offer
the challenges typical of a street
race. There will be off-camber
areas. At one point, a narrow
chicane will slow cars dropping
beneath a railroad overpass.
And these are just a few things
that are expected to offer the
unexpected to drivers and
spectators.

If you are one of those
spectators, look for the
BFGoodrich Porsche 962 team at
the Columbus 500. We will be
there, racing as much to learn as
to win. Because making race
cars perform on the street helps
us make your car perform on the
street.

© 1985 BFGoodrich
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Cleanliness is
next to insanity.

¢ If the population can be broken down
into Type A and B personalities, put me
down as pedigreed Type B. I squeeze
toothpaste tubes at the top, never balance
my checkbook, and invariably get my hair
cut a month after it’s reached the sheep-
dog state. Worse yet, I drive my cars in
snow and rain and on'muddy roads, and I
do not experience cardiac arrest if a
seagull scores a direct hit on my hood with
a load of used food. (However, such a
bombardment might send me to a
carwash—yep, the slovenly automatic
kind—but for the first time in months.) Al-
though I would rebel at any inference that
I am a car slob, I would also admit that the
closest I've ever come to a concours
d’elegance is in the pages of our beloved
sister publication, where car fetishism of-
ten reaches the state of high art.

Car cleaning, car care, car primping, car
sanitization—yes, car purging—has be-
come a national craze. For proof, you need
only visit the nearest discount store, where
you are sure to find endless racks, bins,
and shelves of polishes, cleaners, preserva-
tives, silicones, carnaubas, and polymer
waxes, plus brushes and sponges of all de-
scription. In fact, the entire subject s on its
way to becoming a minor science. Nary a
month passes by without one of the hard-
core marque-worship magazines offering
an intricate exposition on the latest rub-
bing and waxing techniques.

A late example of this is an article in
Roundel, the magazine for Bimmer cultists,
wherein a fevered acolyte deals in lengthy
prose with the subject of “detailing.” To a
detailer, no driveway wash job is complete
without the removal of the battery and the
vacuum hoses for a thorough underhood
scrub-down. The author further recom-
mends yanking out the seats, the grille, the
cowl, and certain bits of stainless steel and
aluminum molding. Necessary for a thor-
ough job are masking tape, Tilex bath-
room cleaner, kerosene (to remove bugs),
and pipe cleaners (to rout the drain holes
in the doorsills). The author also advises

the fabrication of a cardboard template to
prevent overspray when tidying up the
tires with a coat of Armor All.

Presumably, once this awesome act of
anal compulsion is completed, the car is to
be placed into a dustproof plastic bag and
never driven again. Or else cleaning itis to
be a full-time occupation, because even
the most prudent exposures to Mother Na-
ture in her most benign states will befoul
such efforts within hours.

However, there must be latent wisdom
in such sacrifice, because the commissars
who run Russia’s workers’ paradise place a
high priority on keeping cars pristine. In
fact, the 500,000-odd Muscovites who own
vehicles face a fine of ten rubles ($11.50) if
they’re spotted driving a dirty one. But
therein lies a classic Soviet Catch-22: wash-
ing a car in public can cost youas muchas a
100-ruble fine, and the carwashes in the
City of Dusk could only accommodate one
percent of the local vehicles even if they re-
mained open 24 hours a day, which of
course they do not.

Despite the miracles being wrought by
the brilliant planners in the U.S.S.R., I stll
remain skeptical about overclean automo-
biles. Not only does cleaning a car involve
one in self-defeating confrontations with
the aforementioned elements, but it can be
downright threatening to one’s mental
health. I recall driving down a gravel road
in a Corvette that had been restored from
the ground up by an old friend. This lad,
who makes Felix Unger look like a mud
wrestler, had spent months detailing the
car, including the application of Imron
paint to the bare frame. Sadly, it began to
rain during our journey, and by the time
we reached our destination, the poor fel-
low was a babbling idiot. After several
years in analysis he came around, but he
recently had a setback. While visiting our
upstate New York festung for a large pig
roast and music blowout, he also took part
in a small, loosely run rally tour with his
perfectly restored Maserati Khamsin.
More bad luck. More rain. More mired

back roads. Probably more headshrinking.

Such disasters remind me of some wis-
dom offered by the late Ken Purdy, a man
of vast writing talents and deep insight into
the madness that energizes many automo-
tive love affairs. I had just purchased a
Ferrari 250GT Lusso and was embarking
on a major restoration. Said Purdy,
“Watch yourself, or the car will end up
owning you.” Later somebody backed into
its tail at a party. I sold it, never again to
own a car I was afraid to park among its
peers. Or drive on bad roads.

In this regard I think of others who keep
their car lunacy in perspective. Like my
friend James X. Mullen, an advertising wiz-
ard who won the Sebring 12 Hours in 1983
and once had such a large collection of vin-
tage racers that he converted his carriage
house into an apartment for a live-in me-
chanic. Yet Mullen hauled out his Ferrari
short-wheelbase Berlinetta and ran it in
the rain and the dust of the 1979 Cannon-
ball Baker Sea-to-Shining-Sea Memorial
Trophy Dash. The SWB was a terrific ma-
chine, stylishly dented and tatty on the out-
side, but mechanically perfect; the ultimate
“dressed down” supercar.

Or how about Richie Clyne of the Impe-
rial Palace Auto Collection, who can be
seen blasting through Las Vegas at the
wheel of the ex—Paul Whiteman Model ]
Duesenberg dual-cowl phaeton? The last
time I was with Clyne, we charged into the
parking lot of an Italian deli for lunch and
left the Duesie wedged between a Buick
and a GMC pickup. I could think of any
number of twits who would have parked
their bra-bedecked Porsches two blocks
from the scene of such barbarism. But
Clyne, for all his expertise and awareness
of priceless cars, still manages to maintain
a perspective about the relative signifi-
cance of inanimate metal objects.

I guess what we Type Bs are saying is
that if you can’t drive an automobile in
normal, day-to-day environments, then
you are dealing with it on a compulsive,
neurotic level that we don’t care about.
With precious few exceptions, automo-
biles are tools, not objets d’art, and if yours
is of no more value than a repository for
car wax, then the raw vitality and sensual
pleasure of driving have been expurgated
from the equation. I know guys who won'’t
take their beauties out if the weather satel-
lite indicates a cloud pattern within 300
miles. I know guys who consider pigeon
dung more toxic than nuclear waste. I
know guys who consider airport parking
lots akin to downtown Beirut. I know guys
who like cars but are immobilized by them.

Then there are the rest of us, the slobs
who run in mud and snow; who feel re-
lieved when a car is christened with its first
dent; who enjoy the visceral rather than
the visual delights of the automobile. I'm
not putting down the Type As, mind you.
I’m merely saying that it will be a cold day
in hell before Type Bs like me will mistake
our cars for Ming china. ®
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an optional 2.1 litre inter-
cooled turbo-diesel.

today You'll also
find something
- in Comanche you
‘won't find in any other
pickup anywhere.

The Jeep legend.

It
wasdgs gned forapmkup Wortll a

The Exclusives.

Jeep Comanche was 10 Ok
built to be the best in its ®
class¥ In optional 4WD .
= ~3| Only in aJeep
S \ Safety belts save lives.

*Comparisons based on competitors' 1985
model information.

Comanche
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PERFORMANCE COUNTS.

VANTAGE

9 mg. “tar”, 0.7 mg. nicoting av. per crgarette by FTC method.
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.
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Bug bites.

® Volkswagen has a problem. It’s still suf-
fering from Bug bites.

In a way this is good, although I have a
sneaky suspicion the company doesn’t
think so.

After all, this is 1985. And Volkswagen,
like just about every other carmaker the
world over, is selling up-scale, high-tech
automobiles to discerning yuppies. Who
needs clinging memories of a vehicle that
was designed in the 1930s? No one.

Especially when so many of the potential
customers can’t remember the name of the
last Democratic president.

But memory plays funny tricks on every-
body. It paints with very soft colors, dries
tears, and turns up the volume on laughter.

So the company needn’t worry about
being bitten by the Bugs in its past. Bug
memories are happy memories. We were
young—or younger—and so was the car.

I have a soft-focus memory of a Bug ca-
reening along a palm-fringed road. It’s
12:00 p.m., and tropic darkness is draped
like wet black velvet over the scene. And it
is a scene. The rented Bug has a sunroof
through which protrudes the distinctive
shape of a bass fiddle that seems to be
sharing the back seat with three members
of a calypso band, suitably costumed.

Crouched behind the wheel—working
away at it with grim determination—is a
Jjockey-sized, crew-cutted young man de-
scribed by some as looking like an amiable
monkey. Seated beside him is a pretty,
rounded young woman. She is scrunched
down in the seat, eyes shut tight, and
seems to be talking to herself. At any rate,
her lips are moving.

The Bug and its occupants arrive at a
right-angle bend that is protected from oc-
casional pillars of sea spray by high banks
of sand. The brake lights dab on once, and
the Bug seems about to accomplish the im-
possible: a right-angle turn negotiated at
virtually undiminished speed. The action
in the scene slips into slow motion. The
Bug heels over gently, teetering on two
wheels. The angle of the sandbank seems
to have been computer-designed to accept
the rounded flank of the little car. The
firmly packed sand supports the weight for
a few yards, and then the angle of the bank
changes gradually, nudging the car back to
an upright position.

Its direction of travel changed by 90 de-
grees, the Bug accelerates away. The scene
is empty. Lingering on the warm, moist air
are an unfinished a cappella chorus of
“Yellow Bird” and the characteristic phut,
phut, phut Bug exhaust note. Once heard,
never forgotten.

I think I can explain all that.

A long time ago I had been asked by a
car magazine to report on something
called Nassau Speed Week. This little con-
fection of enlightened self-interest had
been dreamed up by a larger-than-life high
roller named Red Crise. It consisted of
seven days of sports-car racing on Grand
Bahama Island and seven nights of parties.

IF USING VISA, MC, AMER. EXPRESS.
PLEASE READ “ORDERING INFO” AT BOTTO

IF YOU NEED PRICES OR INFO. OR
LR!"D or CALIF. PLEASE CALL 1-81

@ Clarion Super Savings!

has analog tunit

.$145.00 6950RT Mini w/DolbyNR . $125.¢
.$145.00 6900RT Compact w/DolbyNR $12!

has digital 9.

ANALOG
$260 value

DIGITAL
$270 value

8550R Mini chassis, black .
8500R Compact, chrome .

More Clarion Stereo Specials!
6350R like 6950 no Dolby or M-Tune $119.99 |
6300R like 6900 no Dolby or M-Tune $119.99
8100R like 8500 no auto revers $109
$199.9

Super Equalizer- Ampllf/el De:
100EQB4 5-band 14-watt $49.

1 200EQB3 7-band 15-watt . ..
300EQB3 5-band 33-watt . ... §
500EQA 5-band 14-watt . . .

$69.99: 700EQA 7-band 15-watt , . .

$69.99; 900EQA 9-band 25-watt .. . .

8725R T Full feature DIN-FACE . ..
4350R Manual tune mini, cassette . .
4300R Manual tune Compact, cass. . .

NOW CALL TOLL-FREE TO ORDER

NO COD"

éDIE IE ALASKA HAWAII, PUERTO

Both models feature pushbutton tuning and auto reverse cassette, with music search, bass/y
. Both|

€ Clarion

SPEAKER BARGAINS
Dollar-for-Dollar, you can't beat the sound!

SPECIAL LOW PRICES NOW
SE-420 4" 2-way 20watt . . ($70) $35.99
SE-530 5" 3-way 25-watt .
SE-610 6% dual cone 20-watt (60)$29.99
-way 20-watt . ($80) $36.99
3-way 30-watt . ($120) $63.99

@ BLAUPUNKT

ALL NEW, ALL DISCOUNT PRICES
MODEL_  UNIT + BPA-416A Ampiifier
TUCSON $439.99 PACKAGE*
HOUSTON $499.99 PACKAGE *
*BPA-415A 10 RMSwatts x4 at 1,0%THD.
To substitute BEA-80 EQ-Amp, add $40.
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BEQ-MS Micro-EQ for above 99
BEQ-60 EQ on stalk for above .

BEQ-65 EQ on stalk, slimline . . .
BEQ-FR Front-rear EQ, 9-band
Aspen SQR-24 Digital/Cass. Sal
Frankfurt Stereo Radio .
BEA-80 EQ-Amp, 10 watt x 4.
BPA-430 30 watt x 4 or BPA.
Washington SQR-Ges

Los Angeles ARI-Ger

New York SQR-Gerl

“RICHMOND” Model GIVE AWAY'!

NOW JUST $166.00 Retail $300.
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for 4 spkrs, loudness, auto reverse tape w/|
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Orig. List $3:

$64.99
E£QZ-6210+PA-6110 - $188.99
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5 $139.99
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ECTRUM with
POLLUTION FILTER
‘Retail $300.00 Now $199.99
Fits on-dash w/magnet mount. 3%x1%xd%a’"
Rated No.1 by Autoweek tests. Hi-Lo volume.

RADAR SALE PRICES

MicroEye XKR.7

List Pn‘ce 3259 95

N 179.99
mpetif & distant set-

tings, Slgnnl d-s:nmmnor switch. Size
bout 4x1% ith dash/visor brackets,
g ter. LED distance lights

SUPER TINY

SUPER SALE
Similar to Superhet design of XKR-7 but
fimiine with 3 distance ndicator LED's. ) 3 175.00
% | For hidden in-grill application.|
With mini on-dash part shown.
Model B - REMOTE
New for ‘86 with 3-LED

Hides 4x1%x3 box_in grill of car. Dash _ on-dash part 4%x1%x1%".

part is tiny %x3%x1%. Same oerforman- .
ce as XKR-7. List $269.95 NOW $189,99 .IN sTock $209.99
preme 850 Mirror-Type SuperHet
Selectra 841 Window/Visor flat mount.

@ Super XKR 834s Souped up version XK

icroEye 860 Mini version of XKR-7
PROTECT

PP itie
NEM STEAL STOPEER IR gnion Keyan Lokout
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car, even if thief steals your car keys! Arms passively when engine is
shut off. 4digit code is punched in, while turning key "‘on”". to start
car. No code, no startl Prevents wire-umping even if key pad is
destroyed or cut! New 5-wire design for ignition or starter lockout.
Also VALET mode so car starts with just keys. RED/GREEN LED'S
indicate status. SUPER SPECIAL$39.99 or TWO for $65.00

Sug. retail $179 |
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tuner, mono/stereo. Locking fwd/r
tal tape. RCA jacks. 7x2x5"
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265 6% |, 4 .

357 Bo Comal: a0 mares. -

New! Auto-reverse tay / 0-17kHz, Dolby
metal tape. gital tuner has scan
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. NOW $39.99

NOW $57.99

NOW $48.99
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include a single charge of $4 to cover packing and insurance. |f you want Second Day
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add 3% or $3 min. For Air Parcel Post (P. O. Boxes, Puerto Rico, Canada) add 5% or $5
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lens T Mt $39.99 | J-1435 4x6Dusi cone 522 99

PEQ. A $75.00
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A-35 MINI-AMP

20 watts/channel,
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inputs, tiny.

Now $45.00

min. COD's are accepted for UPS shipments ONLY, and require 20% paid deposit, plus
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 AutoPage 4200 with FREE SIREN HORN

Special Purchasel 3-position switch for off, page/siren, page
alone. 15sec. entry delay for siren, instant page. Micro-
sensors give to door jambs or glass. Also pinswitch triggers.

Hundreds sold at $169.99 (List $270) . . NOW ONLY $139.99
x«m Aoove,fodeen ourput Ignition

ANTENNA, Flexible Black, efficient .
CS IMPACT DETECTOR with test light, the best, UﬂY 2%x1x2" &
EXTRA MICRO-SENSORS (2 included, use six max.) . v.......EA$5.00
REMOTE ON/OFF SWITCH on tiny 1”panel enables hidden i of 4200.$9.90

1 E ’, PROFESSIONAL MA-07sm
B

with REMOTE, PIEZO & SHOCK SENSORs
You use a magnetically coded digital lithium trans-
mitter, to manually arm/disarm. Also can arm
ignition. Sucti on wind-
shield accepts code. All entry points are instant-
trigger protected. 2 piezo sensors glue to doors to
B protect locks, Our SXT-1B shock sensor detects
attempted break-ins before they happen. 15-watt
hom blasts up to 2 min.
Total Kit Value $240. SALE $155l00
Professional Installation Required.

CLIFFALARM = by Clifford Electronics
IMS...Interior Monitoring System
Manually armed/disarmed remote controlled
alarm system to discourage break-ins. CMDS cir-
cuit draws only SmA current, less than a clock.
Once armed, you hear a “Chirp” and car is pro-
tected with instant-trigger existing pinswitches
and Clifford Microsensor shock/motion device.
Blinking LED in-dash scares away burglars. If
tripped, 110 dB 12V mini-siren blasts 30 seconds,
re-arms. Panic switch feature on 50-ft range
remote. Close-loop feature to protect radio, CB.

Sugg. List $229.95. \INTRO SALE|$149,99

CLIFFALARM
IMS




Racing was conducted on the island’s
coral-surfaced airfield—murder on tires.
The parties took place at a different hotel
each night—murder on stomach linings.

Jane, my lifelong passenger, and Irv
Dolin, lifelong friend and photographer,
accompanied me to the first race and the
following party in our rental Bug. The par-
ty seemed rather short. (Actually, like all
the other parties, this was a cocktail party
designed to end at six or seven with the in-
tention of trapping you, slightly stunned,
at the host hotel for an expensive dinner.
This didn’t really work, because the hotels
always seemed to underestimate what it
takes to stun an average member of the
press corps.) But conversation with the
three-man calypso band at that first do
elicited the information that parties in the
nightclubs “over the hill” ended when the
moon set and the sun rose. Further, if we
had transport and could get them over the
hill in time, they could ace out the other
bands and get a gig that night at one of the
bigger clubs. If all this became fact, we
would be set for a long evening of hoo-ha.

We dropped Irv at his hotel—he wanted
to be as sharp as his coated lens for the
next day’s race—and set off at speed to
make sure that we got our band on the
stand, and us at a ringside table, at the best
club that “over the hill”” had to offer.

That’s why all those years ago I laid a
Bug on its side, while the band sang “Yel-
low Bird.” It was a stupid thing to do. Any
driver worth his pierced-back gloves
would have realized that salt and sand have
about the same coefficient of friction as
black ice, and they’re a lot more visible.

But the Bug body shell was so sound and
shock-resistant—and, admittedly, the sus-
pension was so twitchy in the most normal
of situations—that only the shaken driver
seemed to have noticed the small deviation
in the flight plan.

The episode scared me silly. Happily,
the Bug didn’t bite that night. But it could
have. And it would have been due provo-
cation. I think about that once in a while.
And I stll think the Bug was something
more than a car. Besides all that . . . I won-
der what ever happened to calypso music.

We all know what has happened to the
Bug. But not all of us can understand why.

After all, it was, and is, the best-selling
car of all ime. Over twenty million of the
ugly little devils have been produced. The
last German-built version came off the line
in 1978, and, according to one noted Bee-
tle historian (J. Wood, The VW Beetle: A Col-
lector’s Guide), about two-thirds of that
year’s issue are still in use. Adding to this
legend of immortality is that Bugs are still
being produced in Mexico and Brazil. Just
in case you have a Bug bite that can’t be
cured short of a brand-new example safely
sequestered in the family garage.

But to be honest, I think the Bug’s time,
like calypso, has come and gone. And it
was a good time. Which the soft shades of
memory will make even better. ®

We Stand Behind Our SheepskinSeatcovers

Headrest covers

with: x100% Genuine Sheepskin
No Synthetics

*2 Styles: Custom covers 1/3 of
rear of backrest. Deluxe covers
complete rear of backrest with
sheepskin.

*9 Colors

*30 Day Guarantee

* Lifetime Warranty on Workmanship.

* 12 Years Experience.

Prices start at $259.95 per set.

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE AND COLOR SAMPLES

THE SREAT SHEEP 00,
CALL TOLL FREE 800-645-5817

»® available separately.

B

No piecing of major
x Seat portions.

Elastic binding
and straps,
seat covers
won't slip.

L3

93 NO. PARK AVENUE DEPT. CD

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y. 11570
NY. RESIDENTS CALL 516-678-5816

Compare our prlces
on performance =R
radial tires

Enjoy superior performance of top imported steel
belted radials at cut prices. No blems or seconds.
Order or get advice by phone. Ask for Dept. B-9.

Toll-free 800 835-8473

(In California, Alaska, Hawaii, 714 250-9141)
Phone Pacific Time, M-F 7-6, Sat 8-1. Telex 181689.

Use Visa/MasterCard

Tell us card number & expiration date. Or send
certified check, MO or personal check. In Calif or
Pennsylvania, add 6% sales tax. No COD's.

More than $7 million inventory. Allow 3-10 days
shipping time. If personal check add 14 days to
clear our bank. Shipping extra. Phone for shipping
costs. Call for free illustrated catalog. We ship from
our Calif. or Pennsylvania warehouses.

BRIDGESTONE

CH 51 UT06: 150AA Radlal 2 steel
belts, 2 nylon caps, 1 or 2 rayon bnd¥
plies. HR speed rated. Blackwal. Tube

$407. UT0G: 180AA. Radial 2 steel

belts, 1 or 2 polyester body plies.
SuperFiller stiff {)ead compound. High

rformance allseason design. PMetric  1T9/T0-13 885 1%5/7044 6

0 series. HR speed rated. B?ackwall. 18/1013 5T 205/10-14 71

Tubeless. * = raised white letters. 185/T-14 62 185/65-15 67

PI75/T0R13  $43  P195/70R14* $58 77

PI75/70R13* 43 P205/70R14 55

PRl 8 PR O -\

P185, "

PIBS/TORA® 55 PZS/TORIS® 11 b"eﬂs“;"‘;ﬂ,‘}lﬁcﬁm@‘wzm

PIGS/TORM 51 PO3S/TORIS" T4 pies’ HR speed rated. Blackwll. Tubeless.
185/60-13 $58  195/60-14  §74
206/60-13 72 19%5/60-15 79
185/60-14 66  205/60-15 8

AV IR
137 Potenza UTDG 140AA. For high
performance cars, Radial. 2 steel belts,
gelyester body plies. SuperFiller stiff
ad compound. P-Metric 60 series. HR
speed rated. Blackwall. Tubeless.

[H] 21 UT0G: 1&}211]:\5 Ratal. 2 seel
belts, 1 nylon cap (some sizes), 1 or 2
rayon body plies. SR speed rated.

PI95/60R14 ST P205/60R15 84  Blackwall. Tubeless. 175-14 $42
P25/60R14 @ P2IS/BORTS O 14513 ST 165/I3 U
P1%5/60R15 80 15513 KU 7711 S K
165-13 B3 4
165-14 3 185/1014 4

TS 771 UTQG: 160-200AB. Radial. 2
steel belts, 1 nylon A)iy 2 raym belts, 2
rayon body plies. S| rated.

E91 Potenza. UTDG MOM For mqu

performance cars. Radial. 2 steel belts, l‘itlglgall Tubeless. Rl 55[%“”0” -

nylon belt, 2 ter lies. Metric

5; &5 senesm\rlssspeebdo?z - 17513 0 16515 K}

Blackwall. Tubeless. 185-14 4 195/70-14 49

196/50-15  §118 205/5%-16  $150 185-MRF 50

26/%0-15 12 25/5016 157 Call for our low prices on

205/5015 150 CS 75 Con-Trac.
MICHELIN XGT UTQG; 170AA. Radial. 1 steel belt, 1

f‘ulyamlde belt, 2 polyester body plies. P-|
etic 60,5 & 50 series. VR sF rated.
Recessed raised black letters. Tubeless.

P205/60R13 $XB  P215/60R15 §I2
P205/60R14 116  P255/60R15 178
P215/60R14 121  P205/55R16 188
P245/60R14 142  P225/50R16 199

MX/MXL UTOG: 280AB. Radial, 2 stee
belts, 1 polyester body ply. SR speed
rated. Blackwall. Tubeless.

14513 26 17514 40 MXV UTQG: 170AA. Radial. 2 steel belts, 2
15513 31 {75/70-14 49 ‘'ayon body plies. HR speed rated. Metric
16513 3 185/70-14 40 69 & 60 series. Blackwall. Tubeless.
6013 3 1%/ 5 18/ S0 257014 Cal
175/10:3 39 15515 % 1%/60-14 74 1%/6015 $I8
185/1013 37 1g5/6515 49 1B/T-M Gall 2A5/6015 84
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Advertised prices good through October 31. Phone
for prices on other Michelin, Bridgestone,
Continental, Englebert, Goodrich, Pirelli, Dunlop,
Kelly & Quantum tires. Also truck & off-road tires.

PIRELLI

P3, P3/70 UTQG: 140-180AB. Radial. 2
steel belts, 1 nylon cap, 1 ra¥nn body
ply. SR spsed rated. Blackwall. Tubeless.

1962 825 165/1013 §8
w13 2 I3 R
18514 A BB B
19515 29 18/ B
19515 3 185/M15 4

P4, P44 UTQG: 180AB. Radial. 2 steel
belts, 1 nylon cai 1 raylon body ply. SR
wall

speud rated. Blacl ubeless.

14513 §23 85-14 $%6
15513 2 175/7013 K
165-13 N 15/113 B
165-14 B B4 B
175-14 U

P6 UTQG: 130-140AA. Radial. 2 steel
belts, 2 nylon caps, 2 raj &on body plies.
Metric 65 & 60 series. HR speed rated.
Blackwall. Tubeless. +=VR speed rated.
185/60-13 S60  225/60-14  $%
26/6013 75 185/70-15f %
185/60-14 69  1%/60-15 81
185/65-14 64  205/60-15 &
19%/60-14 T 215/60-15 107
205/60-14 %

P7 UTQG: 160AA. Radial. 2 steel belts, 3

nylon caps, 1 nylon body ply. VR speed
rFatnd. B|af.kwal{ Tubeless. *=R or

type.
205/60-13* $1R2  286/40-13  $191
206/5%-14* 116 345/35-15 218
26/%5-14* 1% 205/55-16 18
206/%0-15 1% 25/50-16 168
256/50-15 155 265/50-16 191

P77 UTQG: 150-190AA Radial. Zsteel
belts, 2 nylon caps, 1 nylon
As mmetric tread design. M & rated
-Metric 75 & 70 series. HR speed rated.
Wlntmll. Tubeless. b = blackwall.
P175/70R13b $48  P195/70R14
P185/70R13b 51  P205/70R14b
TOR13b 54  P205/70R1
P205/T0R13 49

-
&
E
=
oLy
EREET

P195/T0R14b 55
P8 UTQG: 200AB. Radial. 2 steel belts, 2
nylon caps, 1 nylon body &Iy Low rullmg
resistance design. Metric 65 series. S|

speed rated. Blackwall. Tubeless.

175/65-13 842 185/65-14  $50

185/65-13 48  1%5/6514 55

165/65-14 44 205/6514 60

175/6514 45  185/6515 54
1

ENGLEBERT MAX 1

UTQG: 160AB &Metnc 70 sizes) (140AB,
Metric sizes). Radial. 2 steel belts, 1 or 2
tread & sidewall plies. D%ylon cap. SR
speed rated. Blackwall. Tubeless. This i
famed Uniroyal-Europe Rallye 180, now

made by Englebert (owned by

Continental) in Belgium.

15512 §6  175/1013  $33
19513 21 185/1013 3
1813 29  185/70-14 4
175-14 36 195/70-14 46
185-14 205/70-14  Call
165-15

TELETIRE R

YOKOHAMA

A008 UTQG: 140AA. Radial. 2 steel belts,

1.0r 2 nylon belts (some sizes), 2 rayon

or glyester body plies. Metric 70,
series. VR speed rated (70 series, HR

speed rated). Blackwall Tubeless.

115/10-13  $64  226/60-14  §104
185/70-13 68 1%5/6015 @B
205/60-13 86 205/60-15 111
185/70-14 11 2056015 12
19%/10-14 71 196/515 119
205/10-14 84 25/50-15 140
185/60-14 78 225/5015 18
1%/60-14 88 206/5%-16 173
205/60-14 98 25/50-16 176
SEMPERIT

M501 UTQG: 160AB. Radial. 2 steel
belts, 2 rayun body plies. SR speed rated.

Blackwall. Tubeless.

155-13 $21 16515 35
165-13 0 16013 N
165-14 A B3 U
175-14 3 B3 B
185-14 40 185/1014 B

MUD & SNOW

M529 Snow radial, 2 steel belts, 1 or
2 rayon body plies. SR speed rated.
Hydrophilic tread compound. Studdable.
Blackwall. Tubeless.

165/7013  §2
18612 §9  175/1013 3%
w3 N /1013 3
18513 30 175/70-14 36
18513 32 185/70-14 3
17514 3 /1014 4
18614 2 2057014 49
16615 37 185/65-15 2
DUNLOP WINTER POWER 60

Snow radial. 2 steel belts, 2 polyester
or rayon body plies. Nylon overwrap
for high-speed stamln{ Low profile 60
seris. Studdable. Blackwall. Tubeless.

185/60-14 $62  195/60-15  $67
195/60-14 65  205/60-15 67
25/60-14 70 215/60-15 70
KEI.LY ICE RAD]AL

Snow radial. 2 steel belts, 1 or 2
leester bod phes Studdable
hitewall.

P185/75R14344 " P215/T5R15 552
P195/T5R14 46  P225/T5R15
P205/T5R14 48  P235/75R15 57
P205/T5R15 50

PIRELLI WINTER 190
185/65-15 $83

We carry a full line of Ronal
and Weds wheels. Call for
prices or free calalou

214

Send mail orders to Dept. B-10, 17622 Armstrong Av,
Irvine, CA 92714. Call first for shipping charges.
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Hey, don't compromise!

Thinking about a new sportscar? Think about a real one,
mid-engine, removable top, european breeding:

Bertone X1/9

Bertone has designed and engineered more mid-engine cars than all other manufacturers combined!
The Lamborghini Miura and Countach, the Lancia Stratos and Ferrari 308 GT4 are all Bertone creations.

The Bertone X 1/9 features:
Bosch fuel injection, four wheel independent
suspension, four wheel disc brakes,
light alloy wheel with Pirelli radial tires,
rack and pinion steering, 5-speed transmission,
power windows, cloth interior.

Factory installed air conditioning, leather interior,
\'\ two-tone paint, rear spoiler and moon roof

m| are optional. -
*Manufacturer’s suggested retail
price model year 1986. Inland
transportation, dealer preparation,
state and local taxes are additional. ,

Bertone importers

FORMAGRAFICA TORINO ITALY

R.V.D. SOUTHEAST OVERSEAS GREAT LAKES ITALIAN CARS ITAL-SPORTS PACIFIC AND
INTERNATIONAL INTERNATIONAL MOTORS INC. INTERNATIONAL INC. CARS INC. NORTHWEST
DISTRIBUTORS IMPORTS INC. 32400 Plymouth Road DISTRIBUTORS 15340 Vantage 1999 Roberta Street IMPORTS INC.
INC. 17450 Indian Head LIVONIA MI 48150 INC. Parkway East 216 RIVERSIDE CA 92507 760 Smalley Avenue
585 Route 17 Highway call: 7720 Stoney Island HOUSTON TX 77032 call: HAYWARD CA 94541
RAMSEY NJ 07446 ACCOKEEKMD 20267 Andrew Demrovsky  Avenue call: Joe Vittone call:

call: call: (313) 427-4840 CHICAGO IL 60649  Bill King (714) 787-7716 Sam Travale

Leigh E. Rzasa Martin Hunt Indiana - Michigan - Ohio call: (713) 987-8007 Southern California (415) 881-2942

(201) 327-2800 (301) 283-2122 David Peterson Florida - Loussiana - Texas Southern Nevada-Arizona  Northern California - Idaho
Maine - Vermont Pennsylvania - West Virginia (312) 374-1828 Oklahoma - Kansas - AR Montana - Oregon

New Hampshire - New York Maryland - Delaware Ariantas-liinois -towa Nebraska - New Mexico Wyoming - Washington
New Jersey -Massachusetts  District of Columbia Minniecots - Missour: South and North Dakota Utah - Northern Nevada
Connecticut-Rhode Island  Virginia - North Carolina Wisconsin Arkansas - Colorado

South Carolina - Georgia
Kentucky - Tennessee
Mississippi - Alabama




FOR YOUR INFORMATION

BY JEAN LINDAMOOD

NEW & IMPROVED

e Ford has delayed the U.S. debut of its
$25,000 Merkur Scorpio sedan (FYI, July) un-
til the fall of 1986. Lincoln-Mercury, which han-
dles the Merkur franchise, is said to be looking
for “a small, sporty European model for around
$7500.” Hmmm.. ..

® The Aerostar still hasn't hit the streets, but
we've gotten wind of a smaller, front-drive
minivan that Ford may introduce in the late
1980s. Called APV (for “all-purpose vehicle),
the mini—people hauler may be jointly designed
and built with Ford’s Japanese affiliate, Mazda.
One proposal calls for the vehicle to share the
front-drive Taurus platform, with the choice of
a 2.5-liter four or a 3.0-liter V-6 and an optional
four-wheel-drive system. The minivan would
compete against similar models planned by
Pontiac and Dodge for 1989.

® Ferrari's new 328GTB for 1986 boasts a
more powerful 3.2-liter version of the Quattro-
valvole V-8 and new front sheetmetal with larg-
er air intakes. A soft-top version should arrive
stateside in the fall of 1986.

® Renault, under a reorganization plan an-
nounced by new boss Georges Besse, will
supply AMC with sedan and wagon derivatives
of the new R19 compact (code name: Medal-
lion) in the fall of 1986. Built at Renault’s plant
in Vilvoorde, Belgium, the R19 will bow next
February in France as a replacement for the
aging R18.

Speaking of AMC, tentative plans call for a
four-wheel-drive edition of the Alliance in the
1987 model year.
® Peugeot insists it has no plans to sell a U.S.
version of its new C28 five-door hatchback,
which replaces the old Talbot Horizon this fall

A Whole Bunch of Bimmers!

BMW planned a full display for the September Frankfurt Motor Show. Three-series
variants were to include the elegant, four-passenger 325i cabriolet (above), designed
by BMW's Claus Luthe, as well as a 130-mph, four-wheel-drive 325i (below left).
In addition to cars, BMW'’s K75 motorcycle (below right), a smaller sister to the K100, with

a three-cylmder engine and a ﬂve-speed transmission, was also expected to show.

in Europe, where it will be slotted between the |

205 and the 305. Peugeot’s export boss, Victor
Dial, says the French automaker has no plans
to add to its current American lineup until at
least 1988.

| Ohe More Time!
The Jaguar XJ40

When you just can't get that elusive shot, imp rovise—exactly what the folks at Hidden
Image have done. Using an ultrasecret photograph of a new Jaguar XJ40 after rear-
end crash testing and photos of various disguised test cars, Hidden Image has man-
_ aged a credible, retouched pair of “photos” of the new sedan. lts debut date is uncertain.
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e Chrysler and Maserati, GM and Pininfarina,
Ford and Ital Design—and now our European
ears report that Opel will soon announce a
joint venture with Bertone, which will report-
edly produce the Kadett convertible due to be
unveiled at this fall's Frankfurt Motor Show.
The subcompact, low-drag Kadett cabrio fea-
tures a slim roll bar and a fabric top and will be
offered with 1.6- and 1.8-liter gas engines. Ac-
cording to sources at the company’s Riissels-
heim headquarters, the Kadett convertible
may even be exported to the States in 1987,
when its Korean-made, fixed-top sisters hit
U.S. showrooms.

e Honda and Rover have agreed to collabo-
rate on another model to supplement the 2.5-
liter Sovereign sedan that Rover plans to
launch in the States in 1987. Code-named YY,
the new subcompact will replace the Maestro
and the Montego in Europe, and probably also
the 1986 Accord, which was recently intro-
duced in Japan. Engines will displace from 1.3
to 1.6 liters. The YY is targeted for a U.S.
launch in 1990.

e No firm details yet, but insiders at Jaguar
Cars think that a new, smaller Jaguar sedan
could debut by the end of the decade. The F-
type two-seater should be launched sometime
before then.
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© 1984 Analog & Digital Systems Inc.

“What a shame to install anything
but ADS in a car of this caliber”’

One of the options you don't want to install in an “original” is
imitation anything.

Therefore, the following information may be useful.

ADS invented high-performance car audio. Today the concept
(especially ADS styling) has been cloned to a fare-thee-well. But the
imitators still sound like just that.

So, if you're a fanatic about owning the best, ADS has:

Amplifiers: Two Power Plates — P80 or P120. Forty or 60 watts
per channel, respectively.

Subwoofer: Ask for the CS700 (a pair of Linear Drive woofers
with Stifflite cones) and stand back.

Speakers: The 300i is the speaker that started it all. 315i and
320i separate woofers, tweeters, and crossovers for installation
flexibility, and pin-point imaging.

For specs and/or the name of your nearest dealer call
800-824-7888 (in CA 800-852-7777), operator 483. Or write to
Larry Daywitt (who drives a Bimmer himself) at ADS, 514 Progress
Way, Wilmington, MA 01887.

ADS. Audio Apart.

RN SR
The single-seat electric Sinclair C5, de-
signed by Sir Clive Sinclair and developed
and tested by Lotus, is available in the U.S.
from the Newcastle Company, Ltd. (Route
18 North, R.D. 3, P.O. Box 322, New Castle,
Pennsylvania 16105, 412-658-4516). The
three-wheeler, which has a molded poly-
propylene body shell and weighs only
100 pounds, has a twenty-mile range.

TECHNOID

.® GM has acquired a minority interest in Etak,

Inc., of Sunnyvale, California, which makes an
on-board navigation system that can pinpoint a
car’s location without the use of satellites, us-
ing sensors and an on-board computer. GM
plans to install the system in some of its cars in
the late 1980s. Currently priced at around
$1500, the system is based on programmed
area maps stored on cassettes, which are dis-
played electronically on an in-dash cathode-
ray-tube screen. Etak was bankrolled initially
by Nolan Bushnell, the video-game pioneer
and Atari chairman.

e Nissan has introduced what it says is the
world’s first variable-nozzle turbocharger.
The unit has an electronically controlled flap

Mercedes-Benz is logging numerous
miles on gas-turbine prototypes (above)
fitted with ceramic turbine blades. Below:
The winner of Europe’s Tour de Sol, a rally
for solar-powered vehicles, was built by M-
B apprentices. A huge 432-cell solar col-
lector sits atop a PVC body and a tubular
space frame. The 400-pound Solar Silver
Arrow covered the 230 miles in ten hours,
two hours ahead of second place.

CAR and DRIVER



that varies the diameter of the turbine’s inlet
port; at low rpm, when the diameter is small,
the velocity of the exhaust gas is increased, vir-
tually eliminating turbo lag, Nissan says. The
unit can also reach full boost twice as quickly
as a normal turbo. Installed on Nissan’s fuel-
injected 2.0-liter V-6, it has contributed a
twelve-percentimprovementin low-end torque
and a six-percent hike in maximum power out-

put. The first production application in the U.S.
may be on the 3.0-liter V-6 in the 300ZX Turbo.
Mazda will use a similar design for the RX-7
Turbo due here next spring.

e Britain’s Austin Rover Group has devel-
oped a 400-bhp, quad-cam, 24-valve, normally
aspirated 3.0-liter V-6 specifically for its new
mid-engine, four-wheel-drive MG Metro 6R4
rally car, which will contest the World Rally

Remanufactured Cars

~ New life for Volvos and Bzmmers

i

Question: What do 70 percent of all tele-
~ phone handsets in use today, 85 percent of
| all replacement automotive starter motors,
‘ light tank in the U.S. Army inven-
ory have in common?
Answer: They have all been “remanufac-
red”’—which is to say that, after the nor-
al wear and tear of one useful life, they
have been completely disassembled, thor-
~oughly refurbishedg;aﬂd then reassembled
' € again, '
The concept of remanufacturing has
been around since shortly after the dawn of
 the Industrial Revolution. More recently, a
. in Allentown, Pennsylvania,

to cars. From modest beginnings six years
, iR (Automotwa Import Recycling)
 has grown into a $2 million firm with 60 em-
playees and an output of more than twenty
_ remanufactured cars a month.
~ No doubt a key to its success has been
the wisdom of limiting its efforts to two
. marques  Volvo and BMW. “They are the
. remaxmfacturabfe lines,” says
eter Fulter AIR’s 34-year-old chairman.
The inherent quality of their original con-
IC makes them both easier to
cture—for example, they’re bolt-
: together rather than welded—and more
worth the effort, in terms of resale value, in
e final result.”
 must also be added that several Volvo
BMW lines from the late 1960s and the
0s still command considerable affec-
and 240/260-series Volvos and

IR’s most popular quet is the 245 wag-

for all true BMW believers, the 2002.

ispension and brake compc»
the engtne and the drivetrain are
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called AIR Automotive has been applying it |

facturing process—typically $5000 to

2002s for $10,000 to $13,000, and 320is

the BMW 1600, 2002, and 320i. At present,

aughiy 25 percent of AlR’s output is fur‘f  “We feel the net effect is very positive, be-

_admission, AlR is not in the business of mu—

| enough tolast “for at least another 100 ,000

RU—

removed, closely mspected and reworked
or replaced as needed. Once the body has
been repainted, the car is test-driven for |
250 miles and returned to its owner with a
12-month/12,000-mile warranty.

According to David Leggett, the 30-year-
old president of AIR, 60 percent of the origi- |
nal parts in a typical customer’s car can be
serviced and reinstalled; the remaining 40
percent must be replaced with factory-spec |
components. ,

The final price to the customer, of
course, varies with the degree of deteriora-
tion. The ‘“average” Volvo, says AlR’s
Fuller, can be remanufactured for about
$8500. BMWSs average about $1500 more.
For owners whose cars do not need the full
treatment—for instance, no engine ‘work
required—the company offers an abbrevi-
ated version of its service.

Prices on models prepared by AIR for re-
sale reflect the value added by the remanu-

$6000 above the current Blue Book price.
For example, the ;irm has 240-series
Volvos for sale priced at $8000 to $10,000,

for $11,000 to $13,000. No great saving is
realized by choosing an older model, be-
cause the traditional age-and-mileage pa-
rameters of conventional used-car pricing
do not apply. “Even though the ‘core value’
of an older model might be less,” explains
Fuller, “more labor and parts have probably
been required to remanufacture it into a 1
condition that meets our standards.”

The reactions of the cars’ original manu-
facturers to AIR are quite different. “We |
have no official policy,” says a BMW repre-
sentative. But a Volvo spokesman says,

cause it reinforces the idea that our cars
can go on forever.”
Well, not exactly forever. By thelr own

seum-quality restoration. According to
AIR's Fuller, though, the work is good

miles.” He adds: “We never tell anyone
their car is new or better than new. It's re-
manufactured You know, people have
come to me and asked, ‘Can you make my.

car new agam?' | say no.” .
, . —David Abrahamson

RABBIT/SCIROCCO

Mocal GTI oil cooler kit w/thermostat (a must!) $129.00
Euro GTI camshaft 125.00
ANSA GTI sport exhaust system 169.00

Weber Big Throat TB-300 Throttle Body 115.00

Rabbit Eurosean Bumiers, front and rear sioilers, sideskirts

944 front brake pads $ 29.00
944 front rubber lower spoiler lip 169.00
944 Colgan bra 79.00
914 Heavy duty clutch package 164.50
924 bolt on 944 rubber rear spoiler 289.00
911 Factory SC bolt on rear spoiler 699.00
911 Factory European rear fog light 59.00
911 '78-on Catalytic bi-pass replacement pipe 149.50

911 '69-73 dual batteries (d
PHILIPS BULBS

pr. 87.50

CIBIE LIGHTS

H-1, H-2, H-3 55 watt 2.55 135 Kit, black 74.
H-1, H-2, H-3 100 watt 4.65 95i Kit, black 68.50
H-4, 55/60 watt 5.55 Bobi headlamp pr. 38.50
H-4, 55/100 watt 9.55 Quad. headlamps set 79.00
H-4, 90/100 watt 15.65 Z-Beam hdlmp pr. 44.00
A full range of front and rear spoilers, side skirts

KONI SHOCKS & SUSPENSION KITS

Alfa Spider GTV Spt  $152.00 Jaguar XKE 6 315.00
Alfa Alfetta Spt or std  182.00 Jaguar XKE V-12 382.00
BMW 1600/2002 Spt 156.00 Jaguar XJ type hydraulic321.00
BMW 320i Sport 168.00 Jaguar XJ gas 290.00
Camaro/Fireb. 70-81 176.00 Lancia Beta 255.00
Camaro/Fireb. 82-85 272.00 Mazda RX-7 160.00
Corvette 63-82 171.00 Porsche 911 65-71 250.00
Datsun All Z & ZX 202.00 Porsche 911 72-74 263.00
Fiat X1/9 309.00 Porsche 911/928 75-85 272.00
Fiero 303.00 Porsche 914 272.00
Ford Fiesta 289.00 - Porsche 924/944 Spt 185.00
Ford Mustang 64-73 211.00 Saab 900 gas 165.00
Ford Mustang 79-82 253.00 Toyota Celica & Supra 172.00
Honda Accord 76-84 258.00 VW Rabbit/Sciro/Jetta 202.00

Phone for models not listed! VW Sport suspension kit 486.00

KAMEI SPOILERS KONIG SEATS

Rabbit twin-duct $ 54.00 P-700 Rally Seat

Rabbit rear 82.00 P-100 Recliner 359.00
Scirocco early 73.00 P-200 Recliner 367.00
BMW 2002 late 320i 83.00 P-400 375.00
AR HEADERS e

BMW, Datsun, Mazda o Rabbit/Scir rear sec 69.00
Porsche, Toyota, VW BMW‘2002/320 sys. 124.00

NEW GOODIES 5>
P21S Wheel Cleaner Amazing! Megiare’s Wax Products
Ungo 1500 Remote Alarm w. two sensors!

ISTLER SPECTRUM dash or remote
Bosch Pilot hi-tech clear fogs lights w-stoneguard
Philips Ultra-Sonic Alarm System with blaster siren sale priced!
49.

Marchal 200 mm. headlights (6 x 7") 95
Momo Veloce steering wheel w. hub 99.00
Osram Co-Pilot cockpit light 14.00
Porsche Design sunglasses, black $89.00 gold 149.00

rimless folding black 129.00, gold 179.00 dual 199.00

HIGH PERFORMANCE VIDEO

FERRARI 308 QUATTROVALVOLE Beta HiFi/VHS Stereo
Visually striking, original sound track $44.95
WHISTLER RECARO NARDI WEBER KONIG PHILIPS
MOMO HELLA BBS ZENDER BOSCH GOTTI ANSA VDO

Prices & availability subject to change Shipping additional. Pa. residents
add 6% sales tax. VISA, MC. AMEX accepted

; ’ Subtle

Dynamics

5119 West Chester Pike

Newtown Square, PA19073
215356 9600/800 345 1293
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This catalog can save you up to 60% on your
next car or home stereo, telephone, or VCR.

FREE
Stereo
Catalog

Refer to the latest Crutchfield

Catalog before buying your next

car or home stereo, telephone,

or VCR

®Low discount prices

©100 pages of helpful articles,
shopping tips, charts, and
installation guides

¢ Color photos, complete product
descriptions and technical
specifications on hundreds of
the finest brand name products

You get more value shopping

Crutchfield:

*Lowest possible prices

eFull factory warranties

¢22 toll-free lines staffed b
helpful sales and technica
advisors

*Huge in-stock inventories

®24 hour shipping guaranteed

¢ All major credit cards welcome

eLiberal return privileges

eYour complete satisfaction
guaranteed

Call or write now for your
FREE Catalog

Use the coupon below or call toll-free:

800-336-5566

In Virginia, call 800-552-3961

Be sure to mention Car and Driver when calling.

Rush me your FREE Buyer's Guide.

Name

Address

City State  Zip

CRUICHFIELD

1 Crutchfield Park, Dept. CD, Charlottesville, VA 22906
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Championship in 1986. No word on potential
production applications.

CASH FLOW

e Avanti Motor Corporation filed for protec-
tion from creditors under Chapter Eleven of
the federal bankruptcy laws in late June. Chair-
man Stephen Blake says the company plans to
move later this year to the Detroit area from the
old Studebaker plant in South Bend, Indiana,
and is seeking additional capital from minority
investors, as well as local and state govern-
ments. Blake says he plans to discontinue the
Avanti Il, but will continue to build the Avanti

convertible while developing a new coupe and

a new roadster.

o Toyota may build Camrys in the U.S. in
1987, according to the Wall Street Journal. An
announcement concerning the proposed $500

million plant is expected this October.

e Meanwhile, Honda says it will begin building
1.5-liter Civic engines at its Marysville, Ohio,
plant in the fall of 1986 as part of a $40 million
expansion program. Civic production is ex-

pected to begin at Marysville in mid-1986.

® On June 25, the one-millionth second-gen-
eration VW Golf rolled off the line in Wolfs-
burg’s Hall 54. The company’s latest best sell-
er was flanked by the one-millionth first-gener-

Honda Quint Integra GSi

Coming soon to your local Acura dealer.

e The next new Honda nameplate to hit
these shores, the Acura Integra (say “Ak-
yer-uh In-teg-ruh”), has been unleashed in
Japan to do battle in the ferociously com-
petitive sporty-sedan segment of the mar-
ket. Honda's design team in Japan and
Honda Research of America collaborated
on the basic design. Its most eye-catching
feature is a bubble-shaped rear window
and hatch, a la Renault 25. When viewed
from the side, the short deck immediately
aft of the hatch creates a sedanlike silhou-
ette, which Honda believes will appeal to
drivers who think hatchbacks lack “class.”
Honda is, in fact, insisting that the Integra
belongs to the notchback family. Pop-up
headlights have allowed the designers to
lower the hood, contributing to a commend-
able drag coefficient of 0.33.

Although its sleek shape suggests a two-
plus-two sports coupe, the Integra is, in
Japanese terms, a full five-seater. (The
lack of rear headroom will keep the car
from enjoying that status when it reaches
the U.S., however.) The Integra’s wheel-
base isidentical to the four-door Civic’s, but
all other body dimensions have been ex-
panded, bringing it closer to its bigger cous-
in, the Accord hatchback.

The Integra is powered by the same ba-
sic sixteen-valve, 1.6-liter, DOHC four-cyl-
inder engine that energizes the Civic Si and
CRX Si in Japan. Unique to the Integra,
however, is that the base engine is fed by a
single carburetor, adopted to save money.
The fuel-injected version produces 135 hp
(JIS), twenty more horsepower than the
carbureted engine. Power is transmitted to

Manufacturer: Honda Motor Company, Ltd.
Tokyo, Japan

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passen-
ger, 2-door sedan

Price (Japan): $5950

Engine type: 4-in-line, aluminum block and head, elec-
tronic fuel injection

Displacement

Power (ISy— - w0 135 bhp @ 6500 rpm
TransSission . vl 5-speed
Wheetbaise — . 0 0oe o s 96.5 in
length . oL o Ll 168.5 in
Gurbwelght o, bl s s e LR 2100 Ib

_ matic transmission. Relatively low gearing

—Zmkos |

the front wheels by either a five-speed
manual or a three-speed-plus-lockup auto-

has been selected to give a crisp and ur-
gent feel in the Integra’s lower three gears.

The Integra’s major suspension compo-
nents also come from the Civic, but be-
cause ride is a higher priority in this applica-
tion, Honda has specified softer dampers
and rubber bushings. Straight-line stability
is a strong suit of the Integra, though it
seems that this virtue has been achieved at
the expense of maneuverability. In this re-
spect, the Integra really feels like a long-
wheelbase, front-drive car. In any corner,
understeer is pronounced, and the suspen-
sion tends to feel soft at times; the bump
stops get plenty of use when traveling over
less than smooth roads.

Then again, the Integra was intended as
more of a Tokyo boulevard cruiser than a
mountain-pass screamer. According to
Honda, the Integra is aimed at the consum-
er who “‘used to drive the CRX or Prelude,
but has been compelled to look for a car
which offers more interior space to accom-
modate the newcomers to his/her family,
but is still hooked on sporty cars and would
not be satisfied with the somewhat sedate
Accord and Civic lines.”

In this regard, Honda has scored well:
the Integra is exactly what the manufactur-
er intended it to be. It is a pleasant car to
drive, it has comfortable accommodations
for four, and it has sufficient power for the
occasional spirited drive—all packed in a
sporty design. Chalk up one more hit for

Honda'’s astute product planners.
— Yasushi Ishiwatari

CAR and DRIVER



Buying a new car?

“...the one option no one
should go without...”

Motor Trend

“...their extraordinary
Delco-GM/Bose
Music System...”

Stereo Review

“The results
are fantastic.”

Popular Science

Our experience has convinced us that,
regardless of your interest in music,
you will require less than one minute
of listening to know that you want

the Delco-GM/Bose Music System in
your next General Motors car*

Delco Elwrrr=y

Sound so real, it will change how you feel about driving.

*Available on selected models of Cadillac, Buick, Oldsmobile and Chevrolet.
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DRIVE in FASHION

N with e
CAR<LOVERS ...

CUSTOM STEERINGWHEEL COVER $15
LUXURY LEATHER with expandable
matching color Spandex inserts to create

a snug custom fit on all popular sized
steering wheels.

Coordinates with Finale’s

°LEATHER r0vERS

DRIVING GLOVES
LUXURY LEATHER with Spandex inserts
for that sporty look and perfect fit.
FOR HIM 525 sizes S, M, L
FOR HER $23 sizes A (6-7), B (712-8"%2)
COLORS: BLACK ¢ BROWN e MINK
* CAMEL » BURGUNDY ¢ GRAY * NAVY

EINALE@?INC. 16 W. 37 St NYC. 10018

7@

Super Plush 1" Thick
Australian Mouton

100% Natural Sheepskin
Seatcovers

WE SPECIALIZE IN CUSTOM FITTED SEAT
COVERS FOR FRONT SEATS, BACK SEATS,
HEADRESTS, ARMRESTS AND FLOORMATS FOR
ALL CARS, TRUCKS, VANS AND PLANES.

BAY AREA SHOWROOMS
SAN FRANCISCO  SAN JOSE OAKLAND
415/991-1108  408/244-3311  415/839-6466
WALNUT CREEK  SAN MATED  MOUNTAIN VIEW
415/839-6466  415/345-5100  415/948-1670
FREMONT SAN RAFAEL
415/790-0500  415/459-5570
R M MAIN OFFICE
SAN RAFAEL
NATIONAL 415/456-1313
Mail Order Affiliate of RAMUS INTL,

For Mail Order, Free Brochure and
Wholesale Information, call TOLL FREE:

(800) 426-6626 (out ca)
(415) 456-1313 (in. CA)

(0 (sl [
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ation Golf (made in 1976) and by the millionth
Beetle (madein 1955). Allin all, over 7.2 million
Golfs have so far been produced worldwide.
VW puts out about 3300 Golfs daily: 2000 in
Wolfsburg, 700 in Brussels, 460 in Westmore-
land County, Pennsylvania, and 100 in South
Africa. In West Germany, one out of seven
newly registered cars carries a Golf badge.

o But the Ford Escort, with sales of 908,000,
was the world’s best-selling car in 1984. In
second place was GM'’s J-car. The Toyota Co-
rolla grabbed the number-three spot.

o While their Detroit parent companies carted
in record profits, Ford of Germany and Adam
Opel AG reported severe losses for fiscal
1984. Last year was the worst ever for Opel,
which had earned $100 million in 1983 but re-
ported a $230 million loss a year later. Accord-
ing to chairman Ferdinand Beickler, the de-
cline was due primarily to the German
metalworkers’ strike and to customer insecuri-
ty concerning exhaust-emissions standards.
Similar problems haunted Ford of Germany,
which lost close to $100 million last year. After
three profitable years, the red ink was caused
chiefly by increasing pressure from other Euro-
pean and Japanese carmakers and by growing
unemployment in major export markets.

e GM has been chatting with Alfa Romeo
about possible cooperative ventures, including

No word on China’s Red Flag limo coming
here, but Cadillac and O'Gara Coachworks
have inked a deal to sell the People’s
Republic twenty 1985 limos, GM's first
exports to China since 1951. Executives,
diplomats, and VIPs in the capital of
Beijing will be riding in fifteen rear-
wheel-drive stretched Fleetwoods and five
new front-drive Fleetwood Seventy Fives.

the use of Alfa engines in Pontiacs and building
a special car in Italy for sale in the U.S. GM has
also discussed buying an interest in the state-
owned company.

A glimpse of the Lancia Delta S4
homologation special, 200 of which must
be built to meet eligibility requirements
for the mid-engine, four-wheel-drive rally
car that Lancia will campaign in 1986.

through a lukewarm compromise. The stan-
dards will be phased in from 1989 to 1993, and
three-way catalysts -will likely be mandatory
only for engines with over 2.0 liters of displace-
ment. In the best-selling 1.4-to-2.0-liter cate-
gory, lean-burn engines or two-way catalysts
will do the job. For cars with engine displace-
ments below 1.4 liters, well-tuned injection
systems may suffice.

MOVERS & SHAKERS

o Paul Tippett has resigned as chairman of
AMC to become president of Springs Indus-
tries, a South Carolina textile firm. Tippett, who
was replaced as chief executive officer last fall
by AMC president José Dedeurwaerder, was
president of the Singer Company’s Sewing
Products Group before joining AMC in 1978.

U-TURNS

e We could have saved $89 during the 1985
One Lap of America if we’d had a police scan-
ner and the Traveler’s Frequency Directory
(Scan America, P.O. Box 292711, Kettering,
Ohio 45429; $6.00, including postage). Reader
Dave Jones compiled the 50-page directory
with the long-haul highway driver in mind, he
says; for example, it includes “no information
on amusement parks or tourist traps’’ but more
than 1000 listings of police- and highway-de-
partment frequencies, covering all 50 states.
Jones also includes frequencies used by
weight-control cops, turnpike and toll-road
data, highway-patrol emergency phone num-
bers, emergency medical-service frequencies,
and a glossary explaining the “ten” code (10-
45—animal carcass; 10-94—drag racers) and
its variations from state to state.

QUOTES

GAS PAINS

o Fuel prices on the Continent, like those in
the U.S., have dipped a bit since the last oil
crunch. Per-gallon prices for petrol range from
lows of $2.23 in West Germany and $2.50 in
Britain to $3.05 in France and $3.27 in Italy, ac-
cording to the British Automobile Manufactur-
ers Association.

LIFE & BREATH

® The European Economic Community has fi-
nally agreed on emissions-control legisla-
tion. Rather than adopt the radical U.S. limits,
England, France, and Italy managed to push

e Audi R&D wizard in chief Ferdinand Piéch
offers his interpretation of the difference be-
tween the Golf GTI and its most serious rival,
the Peugeot 205GTI: “Maybe the Peugeot
gives more for the eye, but the VW is like a
kitchen you can clean.”

And on the subject of Quattro versus Suba-
ru, he says: ‘“The Subaru system is very easy.
It's like a human. He walks on two legs; when
it's icy, he falls down on four. We copy fast ani-
mals that always run on four legs.”

FYl is written with the assistance of contrib-
uting editors Paul Lienert in Detroit, Georg
Kacher and Anne Hope in Europe, and Yasushi
Ishiwatari in Japan.
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Marlboro Red
or Longhorn 100’s—
you get a lot to like.

© Philip Morris Inc. 1985

Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined

That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.

16 mg “tar," 1.0 mg nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report Feb.'85




Exceeds the minimum daily adult requirement
for driving excitement.

Introducing Grand Am SE. Aerodynamic. Monochromatic.
With a 3.0 liter multi-port fuel injected V6 and a rally tuned suspension that knows what to
do with a road. Drive one often for fast relief from boredom.

PONTIAC GRAND AM SE

WE BUILD EXCITEMENT

LETS GET IT TOGETHER ,é BUCKLE UP.

(2]




SPECIAL@M%E@@DXWEG} REPORT

® Nine years ago I returned to
Car and Driver, and my first as-
signment was to write some-
thing about the impending in-
troduction of the then-new
1977 models from Detroit. The
big news that year was the
“downsized” 1977 Chevrolet
Caprice. All of the GM divi-
sions had versions of that car,
but only Chevrolet seemed ea-
ger and willing to promote the
fact that it was truly smaller,
lighter, and more efficient than
the enormous parade-float
models that had preceded it.
The others, fearing backlash
from traditional big-car buyers,
no doubt, were clearing their
throats and talking into their
shirt fronts in the hope that
they could bring the new,
smaller cars to market without
anyone noticing. They were al-
most successful.

That Chevrolet Caprice is
still with us, and it still looks
pretty good. What’s more im-
portant, it still offers terrific val-
ue for money. I'm now in the
market for a new American car,
and I thought a new Chevrolet
equipped with the police sus-
pension might be a giggle, but I

86

had simply given them a feder-
alized European Escort in-
stead. This is not to say that the
U.S. Escort has not become a
creditable little car, but Ford
sure did it the hard way.

One of the biggest automo-
tive stories of the past nine
years was Chrysler’s Lazarus-
like rise from the dead. Mr. Lee
Tacocca gets all the credit in the
popular prints and on the
steam television, but I'd like to
suggest that he couldn’t have
done it without Gerry Green-
wald, Hal Sperlich, Gar Laux,
and John Naughton. They
would all be quick to remind us
that they couldn’t have done it
without him, either. Most of
Chrysler’s products were in
place when Mr. Iacocca arrived,
but he and Hal Sperlich must
be singled out for special men-
tion on the phenomenally suc-
cessful Chrysler minivans—the
Plymouth Voyager and the
Dodge Caravan.

Thus, going back to Ford
and General Motors, we won-
der how they could have la-
bored so long and so hard on
the Aerostar and the Astro and
then missed the point of the

decided that I would only con-
sider cars with four-wheel disc
brakes and anti-lock braking
systems. Nine years ago, there
were no such cars available to
American buyers. The Robert
Bosch ABS system was first in-
troduced to European drivers
in 1978 and came to this coun-
try on several 1985 Mercedes-

TheView

from Ann Arbor

Chrysler minivans so complete-
ly. Ford, at least, has clothed its
Aerostar in pretty audacious
styling, but GM’s Astro is just a
big van without much room in-
side. Not only does GM sweat
the details, it also sweated every
trace of imagination out of the
minivan idea.

What about GM? 1 really

Benz and BMW models. Now
there are seven domestic auto-

BY DAVID E. DAVIS, JR.

trust Messrs: Roger Smith and
Jim McDonald, and I believe

mobiles with anti-lock braking systems and
disc brakes at all four corners—Chevro-
let’s Corvette, Pontiac’s 6000STE, Olds-
mobile’s Ninety Eight, Buick’s Elec-
tra/Park Avenue, Cadillac’s de Ville/
Fleetwood, and the Lincoln Mark VII and
Continental.

I wrestled with this agony of choice for
several weeks and opted for the Lincoln
Mark VII LSC. I wanted the Corvette very
badly—I love the car—but I needed the
occasional availability of four seats, and I
didn’t want to do without a glove box and
luggage space. Furthermore, Ford’s
record of quality improvement over the
past few years has not been lost on me. I
was much beguiled by the idea of a luxuri-
ous American car with good looks, good
performance, great seats, and rattle-free
reliability—plus the above-mentioned
anti-lock four-wheel-disc system.

Funny thing about the Mark VII LSC.
Not so funny to the Ford Motor Company,
I guess. Itisn’t selling well. Apparently, the
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Neanderthals and poseurs whose status
depended on the long hoods and kitschy
trappings of the old Mark series are re-
pelled by the aerodynamic shape and the
greater efficiency of the new Mark, and
Audi and BMW owners refuse to believe
that Ford could actually build something
that would satisfy their needs for a true
driver’s car. Alas.

Also at Ford, we have the Tempo and
the Topaz. These may be the last impor-
tant expression at Ford of the Not Invented
Here mind-set that dominated new-car de-
velopment in Detroit for so many years.
Why did the nice people who brought us
good things like the LSC, the Thunderbird
Turbo Coupe, the Mustang SVO and GT
5.0, and the Merkur XR4Ti go to all the
trouble to create the so-so Tempo and To-
paz when they could have brought us the
European Sierra line? We got the Ameri-
can Escort via a similar reasoning process,
and American compact-car buyers would
have been ever so much better off if Ford

absolutely that they know what they’re do-
ing, but GM’s automotive profits and sales
do seem to go down in more or less direct
ratio to their rising tide of acquisitions. We
hope that they’re not confusing process
with product. We're a little concerned
about the new Chevrolet-Toyota Nova, in-
asmuch as the trim started falling off of
ours when we’d been driving it for less
than a week. We thought the Japanese
were supposed to teach the UAW to build
cars. Is the UAW teaching the Japanese?
We’ll know soon. A few years ago, when
the people in Detroit set out to push the
Japanese back into the ocean, they had to
Jjostle and shove them all the way to the
beaches of California. A little later, they
needed only to push as far as the hills of
Tennessee, or Marysville, Ohio. Now
there are rumors of almond-eyed appara-
tchiks wearing Hiroshima Carp baseball
caps and shouting, “Surf’s up!” in Flat
Rock, Michigan. If I were Lee Iacocca, I'd
be waxing my board. ]
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Ford Taurus LX

Mvr. and Mrs. Middle America aren’t gonna believe this.

® If each of us were to sift through the past
half-century of American history in search
of the most radical new cars, a few models
would be guaranteed to show up on every
list: the Chrysler Airflow of 1934, the
which-way’s-it-going Studebaker of 1947,
the step-down Hudson of 1948, the tail-fin
Chryslers of 1957, and the Corvair of
1960. We all agree so far, right? Well, keep
those pencils at the ready, because here is

42

another: the 1986 Ford Taurus and Mer-
cury Sable.

This new family hauler is easily the guts-
iest car of our time. It’s gutsy because it
takes the aero look to an extreme exceed-
ed only by Citroén. It’s gutsy because it
emphasizes handling to customers who’ve
never cared a whit for anything but a
whipped-cream ride. It’s gutsy because
Ford is betting nearly $3 billion on a car so

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK KELLEY

new that it doesn’t carry over even a single
proven subsystem. The 5-mph barrier-
bashing bumpers are made of plastic, for
heaven’s sake! The assembly plant sees its
way with lasers!

But most of all, this is the gutsiest car of
our time because it’s aimed squarely at the
middle of the market. Sure, you might like
it. You're on the fringe, an automobile en-
thusiast, a kar kook. And it’s perfectly okay

CAR and DRIVER




with Ford if you buy one. Hey, take two;
they’re relatively compact. But the Taurus
and the Sable are really intended for your
parents. This is Mr. and Mrs. Middle
America’s new car, a replacement for the
Ford LTD and the Mercury Marquis.

Is that gutsy or what?

Mr. and Mrs. Middle America’s new car
comes as either a four-door sedan or a five-
door station wagon, and it’s quite small

OCTOBER 1985
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compared with what they've been dri

ing—that is, if they’ve been driving a fam-
ily car from the Ford family. It’s a mere
shadow compared with the LTD Crown
Victoria, which will continue as a gesture
to those who prefer Whoppers. It’s even
eight inches shorter than the Granada-
based LTD sedan. If the Middle Americas
have been driving an Audi 5000, on the
other hand, then this new Taurus will
seem like a Xerox copy. The Ford is 1.6
inches lower, and its track is nearly four
mches wider in front, three inches wider in

back. All of the other Audi dimensions are
within an inch.

As you would expect of a modern car,
the Taurus is a front-driver; the standard-
equipment 3.0-liter V-6 is sideways. As you
might hope of a modern car, the suspen-
sion is independent all around. Drum
brakes are still used in back, however. And
as you would expect of a modern car from
Ford, much attention has been directed to-
ward aerodynamics: the drag coefficient of
the sedan is 0.32, the station wagon'’s is
0.34. The Taurus looks aerodynamic, too;
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from the faired-in halogen headlights in
front to the flush-fitting glass in the doors
to the softly rounded pillars at the rear of
the roof, this Ford repudiates everything
LTD ever stood for. This car looks like a
new way of thinking about Mr. and Mrs.
Middle America’s transportation needs,
and it is.

Because, as radical as the Taurus looks,
it’s even more radical to drive. This was in-
tentional. Ford has not only new thoughts
about how a car should handle, but new
ideas about what it should feel like to the
driver when it’s going down the road. You
notice it first in the steering. The effort is
high—up there with the Germans’—and
the ratio is very fast, only 2.5 turns lock to
lock. Yet the Taurus doesn’t feel like a go-
kart because of the way the steering effort
builds as you move the wheel off center.
The self-centering is extremely strong; to
get off of where the car thinks straight
ahead is, you must consciously build up a
force on the wheel. Build, build, build,

FORD TAURUS

build, and, after sufficient force is applied,
the car begins to change direction in pro-
portion to that force.

This is radical because most American
power-steering systems respond more to
steering-wheel angle than to force. You
build up angle on the wheel, and the car
moves. Force is much easier to control,

more intuitive, and a force-responsive car
in the hands of most drivers usually steers
a more accurate path.

Although the Taurus requires relatively
high steering efforts, it shouldn’t be
thought of as having “high effort”’ power
steering in the manner of Detroit perfor-
mance cars of the past few years. They re-

The Ford That Wasn'’t a Ford

If you like the Taurus, you would have loved the Aegean.

® If Ford doesn’t see the future where its
slick and slippery new Taurus/Sable is
concerned, it’s not from lack of trying.
From the project’s inception, Ford has
conducted a continuous consumer-re-
search program. Objective? A constant
gauge of the public’s love—or lack of
it—for the most expensive new car line in
Ford history.

Car companies usually don’t do this.
What they usually do is hold a series of
eleventh-hour clinics designed to justify
the numbers on dice long since cast.
They show the car to “focus groups” of
ten or twelve people, who may get to sit
in it but not drive it. Such qualitative re-

search is done with so few persons that
the projected results are virtually useless,
but it’s much cheaper than quantitative
research. Furthermore, it can be used to
justify anything short of naming your
new car the Hitler Brougham.

In contrast, Ford conducted no fewer
than ten stages of Taurus research, be-
ginning five years before production. Pri-
or to exhibiting so much as a sketch of
the car, Ford learned what kinds of
powertrains were the people’s choice.
And that the public viewed front-wheel
drive as a genuine advantage, not a flash
in the pantheon of automotive hype.
Forty-two months before Job 1, teams of

Ford researchers showed photographs
of Taurus/Sable clay models to new-car
buyers. At month 38, consumers rated fi-
berglass exteriors and interior mock-ups.
At month 34, Ford assayed the worth of
its choice of names.

Nowhere was the seriousness of the re-
search effort more apparent than in the
penultimate round, held last February in
the unlikely froth of Boca Raton, Florida.
On each of nine consecutive days, six-
teen owners of Taurus-class cars in the
area were given the chance to drive and
rate the Taurus/Sable, for which they
were paid $50 apiece. In an atmosphere
of purposeful secrecy, they were guided
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quire high effort; the Ford is more appro-
priately designated “high feel,” because
you are working against a steering geome-
try that is trying very hard to center itself,
and the effort you feel at the wheel is a fair
measure of the self-centering that you
must overcome in order to change direc-
tion. This is quite different from artificial

by a bunch of people who looked like IRS
investigators but were actually represen-
tatives of Alenik Field Services, a Florida
research outfit. Car and Driver went to one
of these sessions in the role of an ordi-
nary consumer, without the knowledge
of the other participants.

No Ford identification appeared any-
where at the Boca Raton clinic. The sub-
Jjects of the survey, a Mercury Sable wag-
on and a Ford Taurus sedan, bore the
badges of “Aegean,” a fictitious auto-
maker. On the local streets, these labels
evoked two reactions: “Oh, so that’s the
new Aegean.” And “What on earth is an
Aegean? Is it German?”

Placed in opposition to the Taurus and
the Sable was a new Chevrolet Celebrity,
comparably trimmed and carrying “Co-
balt” identification. This fooled almost
no one, the Celebrity having been
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resistance built into the steering gear.

This feel comes from some very unusual
suspension settings. Where a normal
American car may have one degree of cast-
er, the nominal specification for the Tau-
rus is four degrees. And the rest of the

around for a few years. (One senior citi-
zen did think it was a giant Toyota, but
that’s not what researchers call “statisti-
cally significant.”)

Our participation began at 6:30 a.m.
First came a walk-around. Alenik asked
for one-to-ten ratings on trunks, hoods,
doors, appearance, fit and finish, and so
on. Next we drove the cars, rating such
things as acceleration response, steering
effort, comfort, interior fit and finish, and
ride quality. All the questions were
couched in consumer terms, using no
“understeer” or “‘torque steer” jargon.
Following all that, we were given rating
sheets that asked us to comment on more
than a hundred items.

The result? A statistically significant
positive differential for the Taurus/Sable
in every important area. (That’s research
talk for “We did better.”’) The Celebrity

alignment points—fixed in place at the fac-
tory, no consumer adjustments available—
are equally surprising. Where normal cars
have perhaps a half-degree of positive
camber (wheels out at the top), the Taurus
has a half-degree negative. Where normal

was not left choking in the dust, however,
leaving some doubt whether consumers
appreciate the vast differences between
the two cars.

In two areas deemed to be in need of
improvement by the respondents—a dif-
ficult hood latch and a slight lack in throt-
tle response from a start—Ford still had
five months to make adjustments before
the scheduled Job 1 of July 29. (The date
has since slipped to September 23.)

In sum, Ford spared no honest re-
search effort in the case of the
Taurus/Sable, and it seems to have con-
firmed what we’ve been saying all along:
the car is an ace. According to Tom
Moulson of Ford Research, the company
never once doubted the worth of its five-
year, highly expensive consumer studies.
After all, he says, “who wants a high-
quality turkey?”’ —William feanes




FORD TAURUS

cars have a slight amount of toe-in, the
Taurus has toe-out. As we said, Ford threw
away the LTD book when it started draw-
ing this car.

We could go on at some length about
the details of the Taurus suspension, but
you really don’t need to know anylhing

about what happens under the tin to ap-
preciate the rather amazing handling.
“Rather amazing” is an understatement.
This is easily the most agile and capable se-
dan Detroit has ever produced. Sporting
cars with fat tires may stick to the pave-
ment better on smooth skidpads, but out

COUNTERPOINT

® If you think the Taurus and the Sable
look good in pictures, wait till you see
them in real life. The fender sections
flow so gracefully into the greenhouse
that it seems as though a new art form
has been invented: the consummate
family sedan, circa 2000. I'm particular-
ly fond of the Ford Taurus four-door,
which is a fine example of modern styl-
ing without any make-believe.

Still, these are radical shapes to send
out to mainstream America, and a cer-
tain amount of backlash is inevitable.
The rakish wagon seems to be a truly
bitter pill for the hard-core conserva-
tives to swallow. I know, because when I
took one for a test drive through Dear-
born, Michigan, a roving car critic two
lanes away screamed, “Ugly! Buy
American!” When I cried out that this
car would soon be made in America, his
Jjaw dropped and his face went pale.
Two blocks later, a man in a Ford Bron-
co yelled, “Ugly! Ugly!”

Hmmm. I've heard that the LTD
Crown Victoria may live forever, and
now it’s clear why that may be
necessary. —Don Sherman

Ford may not be batting 1.000, but I'm
convinced it’s the runaway winner of
the domestic MVP award. The Taurus
proves that, in America, Ford alone un-
derstands the automobile as a whole.
For Ford, everything is all-important:
structure, quality, comfort, ergonom-
ics, feel, performance, and aerody-
namic design.

Because the steering wheel is spoked
in the wrong places, because the
“wood” on the dash looks urky, and be-
cause the steering, the tires, and the un-
dersteer need more work (but only a lit-
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tle), I can’t say the Taurus is perfect.
The bottom line for me is that the Audi
50008 still boasts the best behavior
among big front-wheel-drive sedans.
The Audi is free of the Ford’s flop-past-
center steering action, and its overall
fluidity of control is better.

The Taurus may not quite be an
Audi 50008, but it is knocking firmly on
the door (and rolling out of it for much
less money). Its seats are fabulous, its
capacity is divine, and its presentation
leads the league. I hope the Taurus
sells in the zillions, because, for Ameri-
ca, Ford is the future.  —Lary Griffin

The other day I went for my first test
flight in a new Taurus in the real world,
on the short route that Ford’s suspen-
sion engineers drive when they're de-
veloping a car. It's got a little of
everything—highway, stop-and-go city,
even a couple of suburban side streets
complete with moms and kids. Bob
Lewis, one of the engineers responsible
for Taurus/Sable ride and handling,
was with me.

On my maiden voyage, two things
stood out. This car steers great, maybe
even better than the revered German
makes. At 85 mph on the Interstate it’s
as sure-footed as any BMW or Audi. On
the other hand, the throttle responds
way too abruptly when you first toe into
it. It’s all out of character with the ele-
gant way this car does business.

The rest feels so coordinated that
you don’t even notice how good it is. “I
think we’ve been able to out-Audi
Audi,” said Lewis. I need more miles
before I endorse a pronouncement of
that magnitude, but the possibility is
undeniably there. —Rich Ceppos

there in the real world, where the roads
have bumps and blind hills and nasty kinks
on the other side, the Taurus is as good as
it gets. Not only can it hurry along at a ter-
rific rate, but it can do so with confidence.
You can blur the scenery without feeling
that you're pressing your luck. Even the
best German sedans are not better than
this. We drove a Taurus and a high-priced
German that we like very much over the
same section of mountain-style road, and
the Taurus came off a bit better.

This handling tenacity is all the more re-
markable when you realize that the Taurus
comes with “four season” M+S tires:
195/70R-14s on 5.5-inch-wide wheels as
standard equipment, 205/65R-15s on 6.0-
inch wheels as the largest option. For hard
drivers, “‘four season” really means “three
season’’: such tires may stick in snow, mud,
and rain, but they’re typically not too great
on plain old dry pavement. The Taurus
hangs on remarkably well, though, be-
cause, as Ford’s chassis engineers point
out, the tires have been used efficiently.
The wide track minimizes the effect of
weight transfer, the negative camber pro-
duces more cornering force, and the sus-
pension does an excellent job of keeping
the tires against the ground over less-than-
perfect pavement.

While the chassis engineers were striv-
ing for efficiency, they even provided a dif-
ferent rear suspension for the wagon so
there would be less intrusion into the load
space. The sedan suspension is a strut ar-
rangement with coils concentric with the
shock absorbers, located up in a tower.
The wagon has upper and lower control
arms for wheel location, and the springs
and the shocks are mounted on the lower
arm to clear the way for cargo. The wag-
on’s handling has not been compromised
in any way that we could find.

Our driving has thus far been confined
to prototypes, but a wide variety of them
have been available, and we’ve been al-
lowed to take them on public roads. (Being
confined to proving grounds is never as re-
vealing.) Still, we’ll wait for real produc-
tion cars before sealing our impressions in
the cornerstone of the 1986 model year.

Nonetheless, some observations about
the prototypes are unlikely to change:
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® This is a very roomy car considering its
external dimensions. Three-across seating
is reasonable, both in front and in back.
Moreover, the rear seat is incredibly com-
fortable. Ford says it made the cushion
high to get the occupants’ eyes up above
the front-seat headrests and thereby pre-
vent claustrophobia. An unintended divi-
dend is that the cushion is now nearly
chair-height, which positions a tall occu-
pant’s legs in a most comfortable way. And
there’s exceptional room under the front
seats for the toes of your wing-tips. Great
back seat!

¢ Even if Mr. and Mrs. Middle America
are lukewarm about their new Ford, the
car enthusiasts will love it. Not only is the
handling exceptional, but you can easily
heel-and-toe the five-speed version that
will be offered with the 2.5-liter four-cylin-
der a few months after production begins.

® Throughout the Taurus you see origi-
nal ideas that make highway transporta-
tion easier. Two-flap sun visors are avail-
able to block glare from both the front and
the side simultaneously. A stretchy cargo
netin the trunk can be spread over the gro-
cery bags, then hooked in position to keep
everything in place. The interior lights
have been designed so they can’t glare into
the driver’s eyes when they’re turned on at
night. The seat tracks adjust over a seven-
inch range instead of the normal five. The
list goes on.

The temptation at this point is for us to
Jjump up and down and holler, “Hey, look
at this.” The Taurus is as new as anything
ever gets in Detroit—which is usually rea-
son enough to gather around—and this
time we have a four-door that performs ab-
solutely without excuses. It’s such a radical
concept that even Ford can’t quite decide
who will go for it. Will they want the fake
rosewood on the dash or not? Better keep
it, just in case Mr. and Mrs. Middle Amen-
caneed a little coaxing. Can a car with plas-
tic wood and world-class handling live up
to either promise?

We know better than to make hard judg-~
ments based on prototypes. But we also
know the potential of this new model. If
the production cars are anywhere near
what th...oh, never mind the specula-
tion. A full road test will be in your mailbox
as soon as real cars are available. If you buy
something else in the meantime, don’t say
we didn’t warn you. —Patrick Bedard
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Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive,
4-door sedan

6-passenger,

Price as tested: $12,000 (estimated)

Options on test car: automatic air conditioning; AM/FM-ste-
reo radio/cassette; power seat, windows, locks, and mirrors;
cruise control; electronic instrument cluster.

Standard accessories: power steering

Sound system: Ford AM/FM-stereo radio/cassette, 6
speakers

ENGINE

AP0 o i s V-6, iron block and heads
Bore x stroke ........... 3.50 x 3.15 in, 89.0 x 80.0mm
Displacement ....................... 182 cu in, 2986¢cc
Compression ratio .............coovueenrinananinn 9.3:1
Engine-control system.......... Ford EEC IV with port fuel
injection
Emissions controls.. ... 3-way lytic converter, feedbach
fuel-air-ratio control, EGR
Nalvegear ... .. ... 0.l0 0 k. pushrods, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAEnet).................. 140 bhp @ 4800 rpm
Torque (SAEnet) ................ 160 Ib-ft @ 3000 rpm
o, M S e KR d S SRR 5400 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission....... 4-speed automatic with lockup torque
converter
Transfer-gear ratio..............ccoovuiiuniennnn 0.97:1
Finaldrive ratio .. ......vii.vihaiiieirasniinnins 3.47:1
Gear  Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
I 2.77 7.8 42 mph (5400 rpm)
] 1.54 14.1 76 mph (5400 rpm)
m 1.00 21.7 95 mph (4400 rpm)
1 0.69 315 95 mph (3000 rpm)

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

Wheslbase . &0 . e N 106.0 in
a; YSRGS Rl SR 61.5/60.5 in
8 e e S e e s S T g 188.4 in
L A SRR L IS e 70.7 in

O O e i e s U A Tt 54.3 in
Fromtalarea .. .. oo i st e 22.7 sq ft
Ground CIOarance: (L o Ll e Bl R o s e 5.5 in
Curbiwelght o, 0o couu o il 3116 Ib
Weight distribution, F/R.................... 64.1/35.9%
FoelCapacity:. ol 0 e s e 0 16.0 gal
CHASSIS/BODY
TYPE isse iciiee unit construction with rubber-isolated front
subframe
Bodymaterial ... i welded steel stampings
INTERIOR
SAE volume, frontseat ...............cocuvunenn 53 cu ft
e AR GRS e e 47 cu ft
ATUNK Spae: i s aan b s 17 cu ft
FrontsaNs s = Ul e i split bench
Seat adjustments . ........... fore and aft, seatback angle,
front height, rear height
Generalcomfort................. poor fair good excellent
Fore-and-aft support ............. poor fair good excellent
Lateral support.................. poor fair good excellent
SUSPENSION

F:.... ind, strut located by 1 trailing link and 1 lateral link,
coil springs, anti-roll bar
R:... ind, strut located by 1 trailing link and 2 lateral links,
coil springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING
T8 5L s et rack-and-pinion, power-assisted
Jarnslocktacdock o0 Llluin s ca s s ) 2.6
Turning circle curb-to-curb ...................... 385 ft
BRM(ES

............................. 10.1 x 0.9-in vented disc
R: ........................... 8.9 x 1.5-in cast-iron drum
Power assist I ool il aiitle Lo i vacuum

Wheslsize . ... .. ciiiiidniii i 6.0x15in
Wheeltypl,... o oo i lileios G dVaiig cast aluminum
Hb vl s General GT 52 M+S, P205/65R-15
Test inflation pressures, F/R.................. 35/35 psi

CAR AND DRIVER TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION

Zero to 30 mph
40 mph ..
50 mph ..
60 mph ..
70 mph ..
80 mph ..
90 mph .

Top-gear passing hme 30-50 mph,

Standing Ya-mile

HANDLING
Roadholding, 278-ft-dia sludpad
Understeer

BRAKING
70-0 mph @ impending lockup

poor fair good excellent
none moderate heavy
poor fair good

COAST-DOWN MEASUREMENTS
Road horsepower @ 30 mph
50 mph .

FUEL ECONOMY
EPA city driving
EPA highway driving

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Full-throttle acceleration . .

70-mph cruising
70-mph coasting
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EAGLE. ENGI

At Goodyear, we never stop pushing the limits of
tire performance.

Which explains our decision to improve the per-

formance of a tire as respected as the race-proven,
street-legal Eagle VR50.

The conventional way to increase the VR-
50’s speed and handling would have been to re-

make it with the softest compound possible. Instead,
Goodyear engineers
developed a hybrid
compound that dem-
onstrated superior
speed and better adhesion than several other softer
mixes. With minimal decrease in tread life.

The result was a tire that combined this re-

markable adhesion with the qualities for which the
VR line is already famous. Like the unidirectional

tread derived from Goodyear'’s Formula One rac-

ing rain tire. The first skid pad score of .95g.

NEERED FOR C

GOODFYEAR

1

A

And, of course, a V-speed rating for sustained
speeds in excess of 130 m.p.h.

At the 1984 SCCA National Run-Offs at Road
Atlanta, we put these tires to the test. “The VR-S
made the difference between winning and losing,’
according to Kim Baker, winner of the hotly contest-
ed SSGT Class. It held into the curves with a grip

that was as good at the end of the race
as it was at the be-
ginning’’

If this sounds
like the kind of per-

formance you want from a street tire, we urge you to
contact your local Goodyear retailer as quickly as
possible. Availability of the VR-S is limited.

We also suggest that you keep an eye on the
SCCA racing circuit this year.

After all, you never know what limits we'll be
challenging next.
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THE LIMITED EDITION

THE LIMITS OF PERFORMANCE
REDEFINED.
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Charting the Changes

What'’s news, from Alliance to Z28.

BY RICH CEPPOS AND JEAN LINDAMOOD

CHEVROLET

PONTIAC

CHEVETTE—Back again for more abuse. The snail-slow diesel-
with-automatic combination has been discontinued, but there are
no other noteworthy changes.

CAVALIER—The hot-rod Z24 version, promised but not deliv-
ered last year for want of a rear spoiler, will finally make it into the

lineup. This most aggressive of Cavaliers will be available in both
three-door hatchback and two-door notchback body styles. Oth-
erwise, it’s status quo.

CITATION II—R.LP. The last of the X-cars goes to the big
crusher in the sky.

MONTE CARLO—The SS model, inspired by the Sixties but de-
signed for better air penetration on NASCAR superspeedways,
has been doled aluminum wheels and gas-charged shock absorb-
ers. All Montes benefit from a smoother snout treatment.
CELEBRITY—Chevy’s bread-and-butter family sedan gets a
freshly rounded front end and a galvanized floorpan—the better
to ward off the ravages of road salt. Load-leveling rear shock ab-
sorbers and an LED tachometer have been added to the options
list. Best of all, the sweet-driving Eurosport edition is still with us.
CAMARO—Sportiness in Camaros now starts from the bottom
up. The base model has been buttressed with serious handling
hardware for 1986, including sport suspension, 7.0-by-15-inch
wheels, and 215/65R-15 tires. Base cars are also now equipped
with the port-fuel-injected, 2.8-liter V-6, a five-speed gearbox,
and a growling exhaust note. All other models, including the su-
perb IROC-Z, have been continued. The Z28’s 190-hp 169 en-
gine, which was on hold because of hot-fuel-handling problems,
has been put back into production.

CAPRICE—The full-size, rear-drive Caprice lives on with only
paint and trim changes, but the Impala nameplate has been laid to
rest after decades of faithful service.

CORVETTE—Another banner year for America’s leading GT
car. In the quest for better fuel economy, Chevrolet’s plastic twin-
seater loses about 125 pounds this year, thanks to lighter-weight
fiberglass, aluminum cylinder heads, hollow anti-roll bars, and
other measures. Further improvements to the steering system
and in the squeak-and-rattle area should make the new Vette even
nicer to live with. The most exciting news is the addition of anti-
lock brakes, which will keep the Corvette’s performance envelope
near the top of the international GT ranks.
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1000—The sister ship to the Chevette eases into another year,
providing cheap, basic transportation and little more.
SUNBIRD—This year the “little STE” S/E model is joined at the
top of the lineup by a GT version. The GT gets a revamped nose
with partly hidden headlights, even larger tires (215/60R-14
Goodyear Eagle GTs), and the 150-hp, turbocharged, 1.8-liter
four-cylinder (back in the lineup after a brief call-back for a stron-
ger exhaust manifold). All turbocharged Sunbirds will be fitted
with honest-to-Pete 120-mph speedometers. Hooray!
FIERO—Four-cylinder models are fitted with improved acousti-
cal packages that reduce engine noise and vibration. A new GT
model, heavily restyled aft of the doors, will be rolled out at the
mid-year mark.

GRAND AM—A surprisingly handsome four-door version of the
notchback Grand Am debuts. A classy SE model features subtle

& s

aerodynamic tweaks, including small rocker-panel extenders, and
an all-one-color paint scheme. Flush headlights, body-color alloy
wheels, and ample chassis pieces promise to make the SE fit for
enthusiasts.

6000—The STE we’ve praised so much through the years is up-
dated with flush headlamps, a few minor trim changes, and a sec-
ond set of radio controls on the steering-wheel hub. At mid-year
the STE should be available with anti-lock brakes. Other mem-
bers of the 6000 family receive only color and fabric revisions.
GRAND PRIX—A Detroit Grand Prix of another kind. No
changes to the car—or the race—as far as we know.
BONNEVILLE—Carried over as is.

PARISIENNE—No changes, mon ami.

FIREBIRD—A host of minor cosmetic changes have been visited
on the base-model Bird. Trans Ams stay as they were in 1985.

BuUICK

SKYHAWK—A three-door hatchback model has been added to
the lineup. All Skyhawks have a new front end with hidden head-
lights, and the sporty T Type has been issued new alloy wheels.

SKYLARK—The X-car Skylark does a swan dive, but the name is
transferred to a completely new model. The 1986 Skylark is actu-
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ally a four-door notchback version of the Somerset Regal, with all
the trimmings.

SOMERSET REGAL—Introduced last year, the Somerset line is
fleshed out with a new T Type sporting version. As usual, the for-
mula includes special paint and trim, upgraded handling pieces,
and fat Goodyear Eagle GT tires. T Type or otherwise, you'll find
that all the fake-wood-grain appliqué has been summarily dis-
missed from the Somerset’s interior.

CENTURY—The T Type two-door has been put out to pasture,
though the four-door version is still in the lineup. As a matter of
fact, the T Type is treated to the division’s new 3.8-liter, fuel-in-
Jjected, roller-lifter V-6, which pumps out a healthy 150 hp. At this
power level, it should be a runner.

REGAL—Magnum force is the headline here. The T Type’s tur-
bocharged 3.8-liter V-6 is pumped up with the aid of intercooling
and now belts out 235 hp at 4400 rpm. In case you haven’t looked,
that’s more horsepower than the Corvette’s 5.7-liter V-8 pro-
duces. In other words, the 3.8-liter turbo remains a great engine
in search of a great car. All other changes are minor.
LeSABRE—So long, rear drive; hello, front drive. The new
LeSabre is based heavily on the fwd Electra, using most of the
same mechanical pieces, but it’s dressed in all-new sheetmetal.

Check the right boxes and your LeSabre will roll off the line with
European-quality handling and a growling 3.8-liter, 150-hp V-6.
ELECTRA—The Buick flagship presents a cleaner face to the
wind—and a handsomer one, too—thanks to flush, European-
style headlamps. Anti-lock brakes should be available by mid-year
at the latest.

RIVIERA—Take the well-known Riviera styling theme—excess
is just enough—and blend it with Eighties efficiency-think and
you’ll be getting at the core of the new Riv. It’s an order of magni-
tude trimmer and bursting with electronic gadgetry, boasting
from seven to ten on-board microprocessors, depending on the
model. All Rivs come with a touch-sensitive cathode-ray-tube dis-
play screen (TV, to you and me) in lieu of conventional climate
and radio controls. Four-wheel disc brakes, a 150-hp V-6, inde-
pendent suspension, and multiadjustable seats promise some-
thing more than a somnolent driving experience.

OLDSMOBILE

FIRENZA—A new two-door sedan joins the lineup, and the sport
suspension has been retuned.

CALAIS—A new four-door sedan has been invented for this line,
and models for younger, more involved drivers are available in
both two- and four-door body styles. Designated GT and ES, re-
spectively, these hotted-up versions feature flush headlamps, han-
dling suspensions, magic tires, black trim, and various swoopy
body pieces to set them apart from the suburban crowd.
CUTLASS SUPREME—No changes. The 442 quasi-muscle
coupe is rerun.

CUTLASS CIERA—Revamped ES four-door and GT two-door
models offer the two-fisted-driving crowd something to consider.
The 150-hp, 3.8-liter V-6 fitted to the Century T Type is available.
To the continuing chagrin of our technical editor, there is still no
Csaba Ciera model.
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DELTA 88—The sister ship to the LeSabre replaces the aging
rear-drive big car that was so popular to the end of its days. Tradi-
tional Oldsmobile ride, handling, and appointments are an inte-
gral part of the equation, but there’s more: you can order the op-
tional FE3 handling suspension and the Buick-built fuel-injected,
150-hp, 3.8-liter V-6, which will move this car in a decidedly Euro-
pean fashion.

NINETY EIGHT—Anti-lock brakes (by Teves) are available as
an option. Otherwise, no major changes.

TORONADO—AII new from the ground up, it shares its basic
mechanical bits and pieces with the Riviera and the Eldorado. The

new car bears a striking resemblance to the Calais and, like the
Riv, has gone through a major weight-loss program. It can even
be outfitted with a special handling suspension and Goodyear Ea-
gle GT tres. Its long suit, however, is still luxury.

CADILLAC

CIMARRON—The front end has been restyled for the second
year in a row, with new flush headlamps. The back end gets the
treatment, too, with new wraparound taillights. A GM/Bose
sound system is now an option, but little else is different in this
latest iteration.

DE VILLE/FLEETWOOD—A new touring option can be ladled
onto the two- and four-door sedans. Aimed at making the de Ville
more attractive to Merc-BMW-Audi shoppers, it includes a thor-
ough dechroming, an air dam, and fog lights. And—get
this—there’s even a deck-lid spoiler. The road manners are pol-
ished up with a new sport suspension package and Eagle GT tires
on alloy wheels. Anti-lock brakes will be an option. The rest of the
line gets by with minor paint-and-trim juggling and a grant of five
more horsepower for the 4.1-liter V-8.

FLEETWOOD BROUGHAM—This rear-drive holdover from
the days when men were men and luxury cars were as big as Mon-
tana is still with us—and shows little sign of giving up the ghost.
ELDORADO/SEVILLE—These luxo twins are derived from

the same basic chassis as the new Toronado and Riviera and are
quite tastefully designed, by Cadillac standards. Like the fwd de
Ville, the new Eldo and Seville will be powered by the transverse-
mounted, 4.1-liter, fuel-injected V-8. The new Seville sheds the
ersatz-classic trunk in favor of conventional cargo-hold styling.
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CHARTING THE CHANGES

FORD

ESCORT—Nomenclature has been reshuffled, and the various
Escorts are now named Pony, L, LX, and GT (newly reinstated).
You’ll know the GT by its asymmetrical grille, extended rocker
panels, wheel spats, and front and rear spoilers. Other GT hard-
ware includes the long-promised high-output, fuel-injected, 1.9-
liter four-cylinder, a bigger front anti-roll bar, a rear anti-roll bar,
and 195/60HR-15 tires on aluminum wheels.

EXP—EXPired last March, but scheduled for reincarnation after
the first of the year with a lovely new shell (designed with the assis-
tance of ASC). Nothing new underneath but the Escort GT
powertrain.

TEMPO—Ford continues its flurry of minor improvements to the
Tempo. A front valance panel has been added, along with wrap-
around, full-width taillights and a four-spoked steering wheel.

Last year’s optional touring suspension is standard on the high-
line LX. Revisions to the optional Sport package (available only
on the GL model) include 195/60-15 tires (last year’s 185/70-14s
are now standard) and low-pressure gas struts. A rear anti-roll bar
finally makes its way into the Sport package, the front anti-roll bar
is bigger, and the geometry of the front-suspension components
has been revised to reduce positive camber and increase caster.
MUSTANG—In order to save a bundle in gas-guzzler fines, Ford
has redesigned the 4.9-liter V-8 that powers the pony car. The
rear axle of the V-8 model is beefier, and both the V-8 and the 3.8-
liter V-6 are quieted with viscous engine mounts.
TAURUS—Ford has been flashing its $3 billion pride and joy
around the country for the past eight months or so to acclimate
family-car buyers to its daring shape. The Taurus is available in
four trim levels: L, GL, sporty MT5, and LX. The first cars sold
will be powered by a new 140-hp, fuel-injected, 3.0-liter V-6 cou-
pled to a new four-speed-overdrive automatic transmission. Lat-
er, a new 92-hp, 2.5-liter, throttle-body-injected four will power
the base Taurus L and MT5 models. The most unusual options
on the extensive list are a heated windshield and a picnic table that
extends from the tailgate of the wagon version.
THUNDERBIRD—The Bird’s optional 4.9-liter V-8 is the new,
reformed gas-guzzler-fighting variety, and it comes with a bigger
rear axle. Both the 3.8-liter V-6 and the V-8 use viscous engine
mounts. Tread on both base and élan T-Birds is up from
205/70R-14 to 215/70R-14.

LTD—Forget the 2.3-liter four-cylinder: the 1986 LTD gets 3.8-
liter V-6s across the board. As soon as Taurus production is up to
speed, the LTD will be NA.

LTD CROWN VICTORIA—How much softer can the lap of lux-
ury be? Try the new LX trim level. Base tires are adjusted upward
to 205/75R-15, the 4.9-liter gets sequential injection, and the
wagon’s wood-tone appliqué is darker.

MERCURY

LYNX—The new Lynx XR3 is Mercury’s version of the Escort
GT, including asymmetrical grille, go-fast body paneling, tuned
1.9-liter engine, etc.

TOPAZ—Yes, the Mercury Topaz is identical under the skin to
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the Ford Tempo. And for all intents and purposes, so are its 1986
changes. The touring suspension is now standard on the LS mod-
el, and the GS package is equivalent to the Tempo GL.
CAPRI—Carries on unchanged but for the revised high-output,
4.9-liter V-8.

COUGAR—Minor pleats and tucks for 1986 result in a GS badge
for the base Cougar, a revised 4.9-liter V-8, bigger 215/70R-14
tires, and a counterbalanced hood spring to replace the lowly
prop rod. A four-speed-overdrive automatic transmission is now
available for the 3.8-liter V-6. You can also order an inflatable
spare, a graphic equalizer, and (soon) a power moonroof.

SABLE—Underneath the Sable’s unique and exotic pelt lies a
new Ford Taurus. (Above, the Sable wagon.)

MARQUIS—The factory will stop popping out the Marquis
when the Sable reaches full production. And just when planners
were finally considering a de Sade option, we hear . . .

GRAND MARQUIS—Flash! Seven new exterior paint colors!
Five new vinyl-roof colors! Of lesser note, fifteen-inch wheels and
tires are now standard. But sti/l no de Sade option! Wake up, Lin-
coln-Mercury!

LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL—Many of last year’s options go standard in
1986. Buy a Continental and get ABS, power deck-lid pull-down,
keyless entry, the compass-thermometer group, coach lamps,
power reclining front seats, and more. Later in the year, a twelve-
speaker Ford/JBL audio system will debut as an option. The
Givenchy wardrobe is tweaked for the new season, and the
Valentino model is out, dahlings. Also gone: aluminum wheels,
mobile phone, and the BMW-built turbo-diesel engine.

TOWN CAR—Lincoln squeezes a few of last year’s options into
the standard-issue land yacht, revises the options list and the axle
ratios, and promises awesome JBL stereo in the near future. No
microwave oven or wet bar yet.

MARK VII—Like the Continental, the Marks will come with ABS
and many of last year’s luxury options. Work continues on the
LSC: analog gauges replace the electronic cluster, the suspension

gets slight modifications, and the high-output, 4.9-liter V-8 gets a
new tuned intake manifold and tubular exhaust headers. Gone
are the Versace designer Mark, the mobile-phone option, and the
turbo-diesel.
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CHRYSLER

DODGE

LeBARON—A minor facial to the LeBaron series sums up bodily
changes for 1986. Big news: Chrysler has a new 2.5-liter four-cyl-
inder, replacing Mitsubishi’s famed 2.6-liter Silent Shaft. The 2.5-
liter, with balance shafts of its own, will be standard on the
LeBaron wagon and will join the 2.2-liter turbo as an optional mo-
tor for the sedan. The LeBaron wagon features electronic auto-
matic load leveling. Buying the four-door sedan gets you a pad-
ded landau roof without even asking.

LeBARON GTS—Few changes. The 2.5-liter is a new option, the
speedometer reads up to 125 mph, and air conditioning comes
free on the top model.

LASER—Chrysler has made few adjustments to the Laser. Both
front and rear fascias are new, the glass is tinted, and various
switches have been remodeled. The high-line XE sports the 2.5-
liter engine, an option on other Lasers.

NEW YORKER—Chrysler has fiddled with just about everything
it could fiddle with on the New Yorker. You may notice a new deck

lid, different body-side moldings, new taillamps, and new opera
lamps. Inside, the instruments have gone disco. The suspension
adjusts itself according to load, and the base engine switches from
a 2.6-liter four to Chrysler’s new 2.5-liter four.

FIFTH AVENUE—Would you change a car that had a 60-per-
cent sales boom in the first six months of 1985? Well, Chrysler
isn’t stupid, either.

PLymoOuTH

HORIZON—Carried over, with none of the newest improve-
ments to the optional 2.2-liter engine.

TURISMO—No changes.

RELIANT—Electronic fuel injection is new, and a package of
popular options is discounted when ordered for premium SE and
midrange LE Reliants. The 2.5-liter engine is also available for
these two models.

CARAVELLE—Plymouth’s stretched K-body chassis is essential-

ly a carry-over but for the addition of a new base model, the op-
tional 2.5-liter four, and minor bric-a-brac.
GRAN FURY—The police package of choice, the Gran Fury saw
a better-than-50-percent sales boost in the first eight months of
the 1985 model year. No changes for 1986.

OCTOBER 1985

OMNI—Nothing much new here.
CHARGER—Ditto.

LANCER—Same as the LeBaron GTS.
ARIES—TFollows the lead of its sister sedan, the Plymouth Reli-
ant, with improved 2.2-liter four, new optional 2.5-liter, base five-
speed, and discounted option packages.

600—The 600 gets a gentle massage to the exterior, the 2.5-liter
engine option, and an improved 2.2-liter engine. Four-door 600s
are fitted with analog gauges, and such glitzy parts as opera win-
dows and a padded landau roof can be ordered.
DIPLOMAT—Carried-over counterpart of the Gran Fury.
DAYTONA—Carroll Shelby gets his licks in, with the slightly de-
layed C/S handling package. Shelby’s blueprint for a hot Daytona

calls for 225/50VR-15 unidirectional tires, Shelby cast-aluminum
wheels, front and rear anti-roll bars, and gas-charged front struts
and rear shocks. Otherwise, changes to the Plymouth Laser apply
to the Daytona models as well.

AMC/RENAULT

ALLIANCE—AMC hopes its conservative but extensive pro-
gram of refinements to the Alliance line will end its sales-slump.
Low-profile rectangular headlamps give the Alliance a more ag-
gressive face, and the taillamps of the DL and convertible models

have been extended to present a flush rear appearance. An Alli-
ance version of the Encore GS has bigger anti-roll bars and gas-
pressurized shocks. The fuel-injection system of the base 1.4-liter
engine is improved, and AMC claims the 1.7-liter engine’s starter
is “more efficient.” The instrument panel is completely rede-
signed. A black convertible top is available in 1986, as is a tilt
steering wheel.

ENCORE—Bring on all of the major Alliance tweaks and add a
new model—the three-door Encore Electronic, featuring a five-
function trip computer and a blend of digital and analog instru-
ments. The tachometer and the fuel gauge are analog, the speedo
is digital, and bar graphs plot oil level, oil pressure, and engine
cooling. The GS gets see-through headrests.

EAGLE—No changes. L]
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revelation: An interior that's even

XPERIENCE THE ALL-NEW SPORTY  roomierand quieter than Toyotas
TRUCK PRICED CLOSE TO TOYOTAS  orNissans standard cab
AND NISSAN'S BASE TRUCKS. e

No matter how experienced
you are with trucks, the 1986
Mazda B2000 SE-5 is truly an
all-new experience.

And at just #6395, it’s also
an outstanding truck value.

Because right now, for a price
close to Toyotas and Nissan's
base trucks, you can touch all the
bases with a sporty new SE-5.

For starters, there's the SE-5's
totally new and highly-advanced
overall design. It’s clean, unclut-
tered and very aerodynamic.

With an integrated front
air dam and swept-back wind-
shield to help reduce wind
resistance and noise. And help
increase fuel efficiency.

Inside the SE-5 is yet another




And thanks to its excep-
tionally wide track, long wheel-
base and sophisticated new

For improved balance
and stability, Mazda
trucks have the widest
track in their class.
And their wheelbase
is nearly half a foot
longer (5.7") than a
comparable Toyotas.

RT: 5554
FT:551%—~ |
suspension system, the SE-5 is
also smoother-riding and bet-
ter-handling than Toyota's and
Nissan's base trucks.

What's more, SE-5 standard
features include: A. Raised white-
letter steel-belted radials and
white spoker wheels. B. Rear step
bumper and a welded, double-
wall Eed. C. Sporty stripes.

il

D. A 5-speed overdrive trans-
mission. E. Full cut-pile carpeting.
E. Dual door mirrors.

Not to mention, G. An all-
new interior with a cushioned
steering wheel, trip odometer,

- side window demusters, two-

speed windshield wipers/washer
with intermittent feature and
even tinted glass.

Then, too, for brisk acceler-
ation and the wherewithal to
handle a 1400-1b. E‘ayload, there’s
a responsive overhead cam
engine (22 Est. City MPG/27 Est.
Hwy. MPG™). And for surer

stops, power-assisted ventilated
front disc brakes.

So experience the all-new
1986 Mazda SE-5 soon.

And get a sporty truck for a
price close to their base trucks.

Free Truck Catalog
To receive a free, 22-page, full color B2000
full line catalog, write to: Mazda Truck
Offer, Box 5960C, Orange, CA 92668,

Comparisons with other makes based upon consumer evalua-
tions and/or available competitive data. *Manufacturer’s sug-
?ested retail price. Actual price set by dealer. Taxes, license,

reight, options and other dealer charges extra. Price may
change without notice. Availability of vehicles with specific fea-
tures may vary. ** EPA estimates for comparison. Your mileage
may vary with trip length, speed and weather. Highway mileage
will probably be less.

L
m THE MORE YOU LOOK, THE MORE YOU LIKE.

Experienced drivers buckle up.






8 O NEWCARS

Technical Highlights

More power, more fuel economy, and, of course, more electronics.

® The scarcity of all-new cars for the new
model year might suggest that Detroit’s
engineers haven’t been earning their pay.
A closer examination reveals that 1986 is a
developmental year, and many cars have
indeed benefited from significant techni-
cal improvements. The CAFE require-
ments and the ever-increasing gas-guzzler
thresholds have given the manufacturers
strong motivation to improve the efficien-
cy of their V-8 powertrains. Smaller en-
gines have also received attention, thanks
to customer demands for higher perfor-
mance and more refinement. And now
that most American-made engines have
been treated to computer controls, the ex-
pansion of electronics is continuing in oth-
er areas of our cars, notably instrument
displays and anti-lock brakes.

Allinall, Detroit’s 1986 technical output
isn’t brilliant in any particular area, but the
large number of refinements will help the
fleet shine a bit more brightly this fall.

Engines: This year’s only all-new en-
gine is the 3.0-liter V-6 available in the
Ford Taurus and the Mercury Sable. A typ-

BY CSABA CSERE

ical American design, it has a 60-degree
cylinder-bank angle for good balance and
compact size, an iron block and iron heads
for durability and low cost, and a pushrod
valvetrain. These conventional features
are enhanced by port fuel injection and a
tuned intake manifold, which provide pre-
cise fuel metering and good breathing.
Ford’s EEC IV computer regulates the
fuel-injection system as well as the spark
timing and the EGR. Efficient operation is
promoted by low-rate valve springs and
piston rings, low-drag oil and water
pumps, a fast-burn combustion chamber
with 2 9.3:1 compression ratio, and the use
of 5W-30 engine oil (which is specified for
several other 1986 engines as well). The
results are an impressive 140 bhp at 4800
rpm and 160 pounds-feet of torque at
3000 rpm.

Although this new V-6 will also see ser-
vice in the upcoming Aerostar van, Ford
engineers have revamped their old Euro-
pean-built V-6 for use in Ranger and Bron-

FORD 3.0-LITER V-6
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co trucks. A stroke increase from 68 to
72mm has boosted displacement from
2771 to 2935cc, port fuel injection has re-
placed the two-barrel carburetor, hydrau-
lic valve lifters have been adopted, and the
block has been redesigned for simpler as-
sembly and maintenance. The final power
and torque figures have not yet been
released.

Ford has also added port fuel injection
to its 1.9-liter four and its venerable 4.9-

B o

FORD 4.9-LITER V-8

liter V-8. The intake system of the four,
which will be used in the sporty Escort GT,
Lynx XR3, and EXP models, has been cali-
brated for good high-rpm power. The pay-
off is 108 bhp at 5200 rpm and 114
pounds-feet of torque at 4000 rpm.

The injected V-8, on the other hand, is
designed to help Ford’s larger cars stay
above the 1986 gas-guzzler cutoff of 22.5
EPA combined mpg. (The carbureted ver-
sions of this engine are hereby retired
from service.) The V-8’s intake manifold
has an unusual folded-over design that
makes room for very long runners; this
tuning boosts torque at low engine speeds
and allows the use of very tall, economical
gearing. Fuel efficiency is further en-
hanced by a redesigned water pump, roller
lifters, low-tension piston rings, and new
cylinder heads. The new combustion
chambers have masked intake valves to in-
duce swirl, more centrally located spark
plugs, and a higher compression ratio. Se-
quential fuel injection offers further effi-
ciency improvements, particularly at low
rpm and with light loads. This V-8 will be
available in three versions—producing
150, 160, and 200 bhp—with different
valve timing and exhaust systems to suit
the various applications. Performance and
fuel economy are both improved in every
application.

In addition to Ford’s Escort engine,
three other four-cylinders have been re-
worked for higher performance this year.
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TECHNICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Ford has increased the stroke of its 2.3-
liter Tempo engine to produce a 2.5-liter
that will serve as the base powerplant in
the Taurus and the Sable. American Mo-
tors has overhauled its 2.5-liter four with
throttle-body fuel injection and breathing
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improvement, increasing its output from
105 to 117 bhp and its torque from 132 to
135 pounds-feet. Finally, Chrysler has also
joined the 2.5-liter four-cylinder club.
Based on the corporation’s ubiquitous 2.2-
liter, the 2.5 has both a larger bore and a
longer stroke. The Mopar engineers have
gone the extra mile with their new engine
by installing balance shafts to quell the
roughness inherent in such large four-
bangers. Instead of fitting the twin
counterrotating shafts to the conventional
cylinder-block locations, though, Chrysler
engineers have mounted them underneath
the crankshaft in the oil pan. This ap-
proach is much less expensive than block
mounting, which would require consider-
able tooling changes, and it also makes it
practical to add the balancing system to
only some of Chrysler’s 2.5-liters. The
shafts are rotated by a chain at twice the

duction for 1986.

engine speed within housings that are de-
signed to pump out any engine oil, thus
minimizing windage losses. The 2.5-liter
also employs a new cylinder head (shared
with the 2.2-liter four), featuring high-
swirl, fast-burn combustion chambers.

Turbocharging seems to be suffering in
popularity this year, but engineers at Buick
are still strong believers in the approach.
This fall the ante has been upped with the
addition of an intercooler to Buick’s al-
ready strong 3.8-liter blown V-6, increas-
ing its output to 235 bhp at 4400 rpm.

Transmissions: To make the best use of
their new V-6 engine, Ford designers have
tooled up a new four-speed automatic
transaxle for the Taurus and the Sable.
This unit employs a broad spread of ratios,
ranging from a 2.77:1 low gear to a 0.69:1
overdrive fourth. It also has a lockup
clutch that is activated by the EEC IV en-
gine-control computer under suitable con-
ditions to eliminate torque-converter
losses in third and fourth gears.

The 2.5-liter Taurus/Sable four also
gets a new transaxle. Named CLC for its
centrifugally locking clutch, this gearbox is
based on Ford’s existing ATX, but em-
ploys a mechanism to reduce slippage in
all forward gears (the ATX system works
only on second and third gears). The re-
sult is improved efficiency and smoother
operation.

Lightweight Materials: Improved pow-
ertrains are only one path to better fuel ef-
ficiency and performance. Another is re-
duced weight—a goal the Corvette group
is pursuing this year by fitting aluminum
cylinder heads to the two-seater’s 5.7-liter
V-8. The heads are about 60 pounds
lighter than their cast-iron predecessors,
and they also have a higher (9.5:1) com-
pression ratio. Further weight savings
from hollow anti-roll bars and lighter body
panels contribute to a 125-pound total re-

CORVETTE ALUMINUM HEADS
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Another aluminum application is a new
forged wheel for Ford’s Aerostar van and
Ranger truck. The manufacturing process
entails several forging and stamping steps,
the first of which uses a 4000-ton press to
hammer a thirteen-pound aluminum disc
into approximate shape. After smaller
presses finish the form, it is heat-treated,
polished, and painted. This wheel requires
fewer manufacturing steps, has greater
strength and a smoother finish, and, at
11.7 pounds, is about 6.5 pounds lighter
than a comparable steel wheel.

Ford has taken a different approach to
weight reduction on the Taurus and the
Sable by fitting injection-molded bumpers
made from General Electric’s Xenoy resin.
These bumpers weigh only 22 pounds,
versus 50 pounds for comparable steel
units, yet still meet the old 5-mph federal
crash standard (since reduced to 2.5 mph).
Other advantages of using plastic for
bumpers are that it is impervious to corro-
sion and is more readily formed into aero-
dynamic shapes.

Electronics: Last year Buick produced a
pilot run of 100 cars fitted with cathode-
ray-tube display screens. The program was
evidently successful because a CRT will be
standard equipment on 1986 Rivieras.
The three-by-five-inch miniature TV
screen, mounted in the center of the dash-
board, functions both as a display and as a

\E
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FORD PLASTIC BUMPER

program that uses this disp

touch-activated control device. The screen
mitially displays a menu from which one
can select the control displays for various
systems: the air conditioning, the radio,
the trip computer, additional engine in-
struments, and a comprehensive diagnos-
tic program. The touch sensitivity comes
from a grid of fine wires embedded in a
thin layer of Mylar on the surface of the
screen. No television tuner is included in
the package, at least not yet.

»
CAMATE SUMMARY RADIO k

:!f_uy:_‘_} L] 9’8‘&6? :JZEE'EI] l
3 o8 {

o S

DIAGNOSTIC TRIP MONITOR

The Oldsmobile Toronado features a
different approach to the all-electronic
dashboard. Located below its digital
speedometer is a fluorescent display that
offers the driver a choice of a bar-graph ta-
chometer, a trip computer, or one of 37 di-
agnostic or status messages. Pressing the
correct combination of buttons on the cli-
mate-control panel activates a diagnostic
lay to commu-

\WLF:
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nicate detailed information about the car’s
various computer systems. This is proba-
bly the only way that a service technician
can hope to keep track of the Toronado’s
nine microprocessors and 85K memory.

The flexibility of computers also figures
heavily in the operation of the 1986 Cor-
vette’s anti-lock braking system. It’s a con-
ventional Bosch system except for a spe-
cial program in its control computer that
accommodates the particular characteris-
tics of the Corvette’s sticky tires and sus-
pension geometry. With the standard pro-
gram, the Corvette tended to yaw during
heavy braking when there was a large dis-
crepancy between left- and right-side trac-
tion. The new program limits the braking
force on both the higher-traction front tire
and the locking front tire whenever the lat-
ter causes the anti-lock system to be acti-
vated. Since this operation is undesirable
during combined braking and hard cor-
nering, a lateral-acceleration sensor sig-
nals the computer to select normal opera-
tion whenever cornering exceeds 0.60 g.
Conventionally operating anti-lock brakes
from Ate have also been adopted by Gen-
eral Motors for use on all three luxury C-
cars and the Pontiac 6000STE.

A noncomputer-based electronic inno-
vation is a new windshield defroster devel-
oped by Ford for the Taurus and the Sa-
ble. Embedded in the windshield, next to
the vinyl layer that lies between the two
layers of glass, is an extremely thin, trans-
parent layer of silver and zinc oxide. A sil-
ver conductor painted onto the wind-
shield’s perimeter feeds electric current to
the inner layer to produce heat. The re-
sulting internal heating can melt heavy
frost from the windshield about five times
faster than a conventional defroster.

Last but not least, Cadillac will offer a
cellular telephone as an option in its de
Ville and Fleetwood front-drive models.

CADILLAC CELLULAR PHONE

For ease of operation, all the controls and
indicators are incorporated into the hand-
set, and the radio volume drops automati-
cally whenever the phone rings or is picked
up. If you prefer to keep both hands on the
wheel while you chat, you can leave the
handset in the console, speaking instead
through an overhead microphone and lis-
tening through the radio speakers. A Cad-
illac spokesman had no comment on how
this “hands free” capability might affect
the necker’s-knob industry. °
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The 40008 is the Audi ideal of what an
optimum car should be.

It is not one-dimensional. Because any
vehicle that defines itself solely as a per-
formance car, road car or luxury car is by
definition a limited car.

The Audi 40008, on the
other hand, elevates the =

overall driving experience [)\T_

by excelling in every area.
Which is where you’ll find
all the refinements.

The 40008 is equipped with a new, more
powerful engine. And the corresponding
technology to use it wisely.

Like the synchronized five-speed trans-
mission with close gear ratios for smooth
response as you climb through the gears.

And the dual diagonal brake system with
internally ventilated front-disc brakes. For
safer, more balanced braking.

The steering system offers the kind of
road-hugging tenacity and precise direc-
tional control that could only come from

© 1985 Audi Manufacturer’s suggested retail price is $13,950. (Title, taxes, transportation, registration, dealer delivery charges additional.)

You cant see all the refinements.
But you can feel them.




the world’s most experienced practitioner of
front-wheel drive technology.

These advances rest on a refined suspen-
sion system that so impeccably balances
riding comfort with taut handling that it
engineers the anxiety out of even the most
challenging terrain.

Functional elegance and Audi attentive-
ness to detail is abundantly evident in the
quiet, spacious interior.

The 4000S has an advanced
ergonomic environment: orthopedi-

cally designed seats, air conditioning, elec-
tronic cruise control, heated power mirrors
and other luxuries Audi considers necessities.

Making even extended hours behind the
wheel exhilarating rather than enervating.

For your nearest dealer call 1-(800)-FOR-
AUDI within the continental U.S.

These refinements help make the 4000S
an optimum car. Which is to say, they make
it an Audi. Now, you may not be able to

see all that. But get behind the wheel

and you’ll certainly feel it.

The art of engineering.
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Buick Riviera

Shorter, lower, wider. Means sportier.

® Buick brought us the fine-driving Electra
T Type last year, so it comes as no big sur-
prise that the new shorter, lower, wider Ri-
viera T Type for 1986 has what any car
connoisseur would regard as truly cohe-
sive behavior. Part of this accomplishment
is due to the right developmental priori-
ties. The rest is the natural result of mak-
ing a car smaller, lighter, and more effi-
cient. Compared with the old Riv, 19.4
inches of overall length have been lopped
offand 550 pounds have been shaved. The
wheelbase has shriveled from 114.0 to
108.0 inches, and the car has gained an
inch of width and lost almost as much in
height. Front-wheel drive is back, as you'd
expect, but V-8s have fallen by the wayside
as Buick applies the transverse-mounting
formula to yet another car line.

The new Riviera’s real beauty lies where
the stylists and the engineers were given
the freedom to set their own course, which
is to say, well below the chopping-block
roofline. The nose slopes low, housing
“mini-quad” low-profile tungsten-halo-
gen headlights. Also making way for the
low hoodline is a strut front suspension,
new to the Riviera, with tapered coils that
squash within themselves as they approach
full compression. The boxy roofline un-
doubtedly has a negative effect on aerody-
namic drag, but the slicker nose, the flush
glass, the steeply raked windshield, and
the detail cleanup have dropped the Riv’s
drag coefficient to a respectable 0.36.
Wind and road noise are laudably low, es-
pecially at high speeds.
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Here is another luxury car from Detroit
that doesn’t fall all over its tires. It wears
215/60R-15 Goodyear Eagle GTs, mount-
ed on new 6.0-by-15-inch aluminum
wheels. (When Buick asked for whitewall
Eagle GTs as an option, Goodyear balked
but eventually gave in, so even whitewall
die-hards are assured of getting good rub-
ber.) When you ask the Eagles to do hard
work—say, to blend firm braking into a
tightening corner and then hurry out
through a faster ess-bend—they’re happy
to help. They're linked directly to well-
honed hardware and geometry, and
Buick’s suspension lab has nicely
squelched noise and harshness.

The front suspension is fitted to a cradle
isolated from the body by six mounts. The
rear suspension is fitted to a subframe iso-
lated by four mounts. Such schemes once
killed the handling precision required of
true drivers’ cars, but Buick seems to have
found the cure. All Rivs house a single rear
transverse leaf spring of composite materi-
al (d la Corvette’s), the standard electronic
level control helps limit body roll, and the
T Type’s springs and anti-roll bars are

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger,
2-door sedan

Estimated price: $20,000

Engine type: V-6, iron block and heads, electronic fuel

injection
DISPIBOAIMBIE ..o coivinivie swssmiaeilnns 231 cuin, 3791cc
Power (SAEnet).................. 142 bhp @ 4400 rpm
TEANSIMESION ¢ 2005 ciavei s aieisels s ata 4-speed automatic
Wheelbase . ........ 108.0 in
Length ............ .. 187.2in
Curb weight 3300 Ib

EPA fuel economy, city driving ..

NN -

firmer all around. New four-wheel disc
brakes provide better braking and pedal
feel; they’re a nice counterpoint to the
smooth four-speed automatic and the will-
ing, linear response of the fuel-injected
V-6. The T Type’s quickened steering
could use a bit more accuracy to take the
weave out of bad roads, but it seems
blessed with poise aplenty.

Buick has also improved the Riv’s interi-
or. The complex new dashboard is cov-
ered entirely in cloth, thanks to a new man-
ufacturing process, and it houses not only
electronic instrumentation but a touch-
sensitive cathode-ray-tube display (like a
television screen) above the console. (See
“Technical Highlights,” page 57.) Al-
though potentially glitzy and complicated,
this dash, as realized by Buick, promises to
be easy to use.

At first tush, the driver’s seat isn’t bad,
either. Like the standard seat, it provides
normal power adjustments, but it also al-
lows power tuning of the headrest, the
backrest angle, the lumbar support, the
underthigh support, and the thigh bol-
sters. Although lateral support is minimal,
Buick cleverly fits its trick seats with one-
piece reversible inserts—cloth on one
side, leather that matches the rest of the
upholstery on the other—giving you a
choice of no-slip support or full-house
hide. (The leather-insert portion will soon
wear suede.) Legroom in the back has
shrunk plenty, the penalty you'd expect
from a new car that combines a truncated
wheelbase with a longer front overhang.

But don’t forget that this is personal
sportiness for two and the occasional two
friends. Given better handling and a TV
tube in the dash, nobody should mind a bit
of leg scrunching to take a ride in the new-
for-1986 Riviera. —Larry Griffin
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Chevrolet

Corvette

Better than ever.

® There is no doubt that the Corvette is the
most thoroughly documented car in
America. Volumes have been written
about it during tts colorful, if somewhat
checkered, 32-year lifetime, and that is not
about to change. As it is obligatory that we
continue to add to the reams of trivia gen-
erated in behalf of this beloved machine,
we now bring you an early peek at the 1986
model—a version that is identical to the
1985 model, save for two major improve-
ments and a few minor details.

First let us deal with the minutiae. In ac-
cordance with the whims of the DOT, the
new Corvette has a high-mounted brake
light. It has been neatly integrated into the
targa bar, but it still looks more like a navi-
gational aid for small boats than an auto-
motive safety device. Aside from an assort-
ment of new body colors, the exterior is
unchanged. The interior receives only
subtle alterations, including a slightly
thicker-rimmed steering wheel and a
reangled instrument cluster to reduce
windshield glare.

The big news consists of two items: a
concerted effort to pare down the car’s
substantial bulk and the addition of a
Bosch ABS anti-lock braking system. The
principal source of the weight reduction is
the use of aluminum cylinder heads,
which, combined with the judicious excis-
ing of ounces elsewhere, has scavenged
about 125 pounds from the chunky beast.
Not only does this improve overall han-
dling and acceleration, but the Hardy Boys
who serve as the tiny Corvette engineering
group are hopeful that fuel economy will
be similarly boosted.

This successful visit to the fat farm, how-
ever, will surely be overshadowed by the
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new anti-lock brakes. The installation is in-

deed impressive, and it indicates that the |

old “Not Invented Here” syndrome that
has infested Detroit will continue to be ig-
nored by Corvette engineers—as it was
with the adoption of Bilstein shock absorb-
ers last year.

Although GM’s own Delco Moraine Di-
vision is developing its own ABS, the West
German Bosch unit is certainly the match
of any in the world. The whole system—
the modulator (mounted behind the driv-
er’s seatin a storage well), the wheel-speed
sensors, and the plumbing—weighs only
about nine pounds, and it’s worth every
extra ounce. Itis essentially the same setup
employed by Mercedes-Benz, BMW, and
Audi, though it has no on/off defeating ca-
pability; the Corvette ABS works under all
lockup conditions, whether the driver likes
it or not. Presuming the driver is of sound
mind, he will like it—even worship
it—under most of them.

The system is undetectable during nor-
mal driving. But if you apply the brakes on
slippery pavement, or if you are forced to
brake hard while trying to execute an in ex-
tremis evasive maneuver, the Corvette will
tiptoe to a stop, its four wheels locking and
unlocking in an uncanny, computer-con-
trolled syncopation that almost eliminates
brake-induced skids. We found that it is in-

Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 3-
door coupe

Estimated base price: $26,000

Engine type: V-8, iron block and aluminum heads, electronic
fuel injection

Displacsment: « ..o s aissn svavi o 350 cu in, 5733cc

Power (SAE net)......... ....230 bhp @ 4000 rpm

Transmissions........... 7-speed, 4-speed automatic

Wheelbase . ..o ve cusouss s smese ssasismme o 96.0 in
LB .. o v i sivn ssuvinns wwiersiasiaiiss wissamstarsin 176.0 in
GO WBIEIE . o 5Tt o TSl S R e s s 3100 Ib
EPA fuel economy, city driving .................. 17 mpg

deed possible, despite Chevrolet’s claims,
to make the car spin if one is foolish
enough to mash the brake pedal while cor-
nering hard, and it is said that ABS is not
the hot tip on undulating gravel roads; but
for the normal driver encountering rain-
slicked streets, ice, or sleet, or in emergen-
cy straight-line stops on dry pavement, it is
an answered prayer. It will take a few of
these stops to acclimate oneself to the odd,
modulating feedback through the brake
pedal, but surely this is a small price to pay
for such safety.

There is little question that by 1990 sim-
ilar anti-lock systems will be as common on
land-borne vehicles as headlights and fuel
tanks. There is also little question that
General Motors is devoutly committed to
making its plastic Chevy the equal of any
car on earth in terms of performance and
engineering excellence. In this sense the
Corvette with Bosch ABS is a marriage
made in fast-driver heaven. And America’s
favorite sports car, already superb, is for
1986 even better. —Brock Yates
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Dodge

Lancer Pacitica

They do it to Mercedes, so why not to Dodges?

®*You see them everywhere in L.A—
trolling ritzy Rodéo Drive, galloping along
the freeways, basking in the sun down in
Newport Beach. Hot-rod Mercedes-
Benzes, smothered from road to roof in a
single delicious color, and muscled-up
with spoilers, fat tires, and wheels painted
to match the bodywork. They look like a
million—reason enough for the beautiful
people to have embraced them as their of-
ficial form of transportation.

The monotone designer-look Benz was
popularized by AMG, a typically serious
German tuning firm specializing in Daim-
ler-Benz products. Come this fall, howev-
er, you'll be seeing this paint scheme on a
limited number of Dodge Lancer se-
dans—>500 to begin with—all of them des-
tined for California. Dodge’s thinking
seems pretty clear. If the AMG look works
for Mercedes, well, why not Dodge?

Why not, indeed. The new model will be
called Lancer Pacifica, and there’s no argu-
ing the effect of the changes. The look is
nothing if not striking, even if all of the
added paraphernalia make the Lancer
seem a little thick around the middle. Most
important, the Pacifica stands out on a
crowded freeway. A lot of Angelenos will
be wondering what kind of expensive ma-
chinery you've got there—and that’s the
name of this particular game.

The package includes lacy BBS-style
wheels, rocker-panel skirts, a rear-deck
spoiler, a roofmounted wind deflector,
and an extended panel below the rear
bumper. The first run of Pacificas will all
be dipped in refrigerator white and
trimmed with tan leather interiors.

Upon further investigation it turns out
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that the Pacifica is something more than
Jjust a paint-and-trim package slapped on a
standard-issue Lancer. As a part of the
deal, you get the well-known 146-hp, 2.2-
liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine, a
five-speed manual gearbox, and proper
white-on-black analog instruments—and
there are no substitutions.

On top of all that, the Pacifica gets its
own specially massaged suspension. The
spring rates and the shock valving are the
same as those on the normal Lancer’s top-
of-the-line handling suspension, but the
springs themselves are shorter by a half-
inch. Rear roll stiffness is increased by re-
placing the hollow rear anti-roll bar with a
solid one of the same diameter. Finally, the
speed rating of the Goodyear Eagle GTs is
upped from HR to VR, though the
205/60R-15 size is unchanged. This last
revision is supposed to suggest autobahn-
burning performance, but Chrysler admits
it’s really showroom hype. Even the lower
HR speed rating, good to 130 mph, is well
above the Lancer’s top speed.

Nevertheless, it appears that there was
some serious thinking behind the Pacifica,
something beyond the norm for this sort
of limited-edition special. As it turns out,
the Pacifica is the opening volley from an

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger,
5-door sedan

Estimated price: $14,500

Engine type: turbocharged 4-in-line, iron block and alumi-
num head, electronic fuel injection

Displacement ....................... 135 cu in, 2213cc
Power (SAE net). .. ... vanoms v s 146 bhp @ 5200 rpm
FOROBITUGSION . - & o s cateateininchiioia tia e th s s RS e 5-speed
WHOBIDESE oic oo iz R s R e S ol R 103.1in
LORBIN wciivin oo nasivs wospsees i s e el silewes 180.3 in
CAED WolghE: .ot o 6 2 S S0 Bt oo 2900 Ib
EPA fuel economy, city driving .................. 19 mpg

important new group at Chrysler Corpora-
tion: Special Vehicle Management Opera-
tions. SVMO is the equivalent of Ford’s
SVO—minus the motorsports. Its man-
date is to create idea cars and to design and
develop limited-production models that
will add excitement to the Chrysler lineup.

This in-house think tank closes the loop
between Chrysler’s new West Coast de-
sign studio—for which the Pacifica is
named—and the Chrysler-Shelby Perfor-
mance Center, where all manner of impor-
tant tinkering goes on. SVMO will be
putting the good stuff that comes out of
both these places into production whenev-
er possible. It’s also responsible for the de-
velopment of the Chrysler-Maserati sports
car scheduled for 1987.

As for the success of the mechanical
changes to the Lancer Pacifica, it’s a little
hard to say at this point. Chrysler hasn’t
had the final configuration in the wind tun-
nel yet, though it expects some improve-
ment in downforce at the rear because of
the new spoilers. Since our photo car was
dressed in hand-built prototype pieces, we
had to treat it gingerly, so it was impossible
to discern any handling improvements.

Still, there should be no great break-
throughs here, which leaves the Lancerata
difficult crossroads early in its career. This
car started out on the right foot, but even
as you read this, it is fast slipping back from
the lead pack of sports sedans. Soon the
front-runners won’t even be in sight.

With the dawning of Ford’s Taurus and
Sable, the Lancer suddenly seems almost
crude. The boomy 2.2-liter turbo engine
desperately needs the refinement of bal-
ance shafts, which have been granted to
the new, normally aspirated 2.5-liter four
this year. The rocks need to be removed
from the ride. The high-speed twitchiness
needs to be calmed.

If SVMO can surmount just these hur-
dles, it will have justified its existence. But
it needs to act right away. Things are mov-
ing so fast these days that an AMG paint
job doesn’t buy you much time.

—Rich Ceppos

67



Thunderoads.

Get it together— Buckle up.
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Conzelman Road, California

The engineers who designed these
roads knew that theyd present a challenge.
But they never expected that some would

s drive these roads in
a Thunderbird for
precisely that reason.

On roads with long,
smooth straightaways,
Thunderbirdss sleek
lines use the wind to
improve the car’s
stability and road con-
trol at highway speeds.

There are also great

driving roads with twists and turns that

define the term “serpentine”. On this

kind of road, Thunderbird’s precise

steering and

all-season

radials do

an excellent

job of

unwinding

the road.

You may Route 112, New Hampshire

even know of a special road that closely

resembles an asphalt roller-coaster. On

this kind of pavement, Thunderbird’s

, ., gasfilled struts
and shocks,
and modified
MacPherson
front suspen-
sion excel.

On roads

like these

State Road 196, Florida through()ut the

country, a very select group of drivers are

discovering the meaning of Thunderoads.

Thunderbird.

Route 101, Washington

Have you driven a Ford... lately?
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FAST IMPRESSIONS.

You're looking at the 130 mph tread pattern of the new high performance Toyo 60
series radial. It's designed to take you anywhere—in style. The low profile keeps it cool.
The extra wide stance keeps it steady. And Toyo’s High Filler bead with reinforced side

ply keeps it surefooted. So you can take a hairpin like you're riding on rails. Even water

won't take the bite out of this beauty, thanks to Toyo’s exclusive “Turbine Blade Slits”
Toyo 600 series radials. They’ve got performance written all

over them. Check the Yellow Pages for your nearest Toyo dealer. TOYO TIRES
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Oldsmobile

Delta 88 Rovale

For matrons of either sex.

® There are reasons for giving old names
to new cars. One is to stimulate the salivary
glands of people with long memories. Try
Charger. Try Shelby Charger.

Then there are the occasions when a
new car is so different that it might blow
the company’s loyal customer base into
the weeds. The object is to give those buy-
ers something they can relate to. (“What
do you mean, it’s a Thunderbird!?"")

And sometimes, no other name will do.
At Oldsmobile, Delta 88 and Ninety Eight
buyers have been absorbing some 22 per-
cent of the yearly production for the past
decade. If the folks have been snapping up
88s, you keep right on giving them 88s.

So how does “Oldsmobile Delta 88 Roy-
ale Brougham” grab you?

No matter, you're probably zeroing in
on the appropriate mental image this very
minute: padded-vinyl-roofed, spoked-
wheeled, chrome-encrusted, stuffed,
fluffed, and tufted mother’s bosom of a
cushmobile is just about right. That’s the
old Olds news for 1986.

Nevertheless, the Delta 88 is practically
a brand-new car. The Mom-Pop-Patty-
and-all division is smack-dab in the middle
of GM'’s front-wheel-drive, big-car revolu-
tion, sharing a platform, some sheetmetal,
two V-6 engines (3.0-liter base, 3.8-liter
optional), and a four-speed automatic
transmission with the Buick LeSabre. (The

OCTOBER 1985

Delta 88 and the LeSabre are both derived
from GM’s front-drive C-body, introduced
last year by Buick, Olds, and Cadillac.)

Chief engineer Ted Louckes says his
goal for the Delta 88 was “to save the
attributes important to the full-size buyer
and give him the pluses”—that is, im-
proved fuel economy, space efficiency,
performance, and handling. But the num-
ber-one desire of the typical Delta 88 buy-
er is, in Louckes’s opinion, ride quality.
“The Olds base-suspension philosophy is
to be as near to the road isolation and the
ride rate as we have had on conventional
full-size cars in the past.”

According to Louckes, the Delta 88’s
new unitized-body construction, its im-
proved weight distribution, the addition of
four-wheel independent strut suspension,
and the development of cellular rubber
upper bushings have provided superior
road isolation and ‘“‘significant handling
improvements” in the new car. “We prob-
ably have a softer car than Buick, a little
more isolated, and it may roll a little more,

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive,
2- or 4-door sedan

Estimated base price: $13,000

Engine types: 3.0-liter V-6, 3.8-liter V-6

6-passenger,

Power-(SAEmet) ..\ o . lwd sl o iad e s 125-150 bhp
Transmission. ................. 4-speed automatic
Wheelbasesty Ly b W e G G M el e 110.8 in
oI <0 s haon O el e et e 196.0 in
BUrbNeIBhY. . oaons ol @I 04 oyl e kel T 3200 Ib
EPA fuel economy, city driving ............... 18-19 mpg

but not as much as past cars did,” he says.

After an extended test drive of a pre-
production Delta 88 on a variety of roads
outside GM’s proving grounds, we're ready
to give Olds points on road and acoustic
isolation, but “significant handling im-
provements” stretches the imagination.
The Delta 88 is still a car for people who
hear the call of the open road in the same
pitch as a dog whistle. It’s a sweetheart on
the avenues, but the only daring handling
maneuver we’d encourage (and only for the
spunkiest of matrons) is the dreaded paral-
lel park. The Delta 88 sedans are 22 inches
shorter this year, and the steering wheel
spins like a top. Go for it!

In all fairness, we have yet to turn the
wheel of a Delta 88 equipped with the new
third-level FE3 suspension package, con-
sisting of stffer springs, revised shock
valving, gas-charged struts, a bigger front
anti-roll bar, a rear anti-roll bar, quicker
and higher-rate power steering, and meati-
er 215/65R-14 radials. (Level two is an
F41 trailer-towing package.)

Even so equipped, however, the Delta
88 was not put on this earth to reverse
Oldsmobile’s creeping age demographics.
Today’s Olds buyer is about 50, and
Louckes predicts (under cross-examina-
tion) that the average Delta 88 buyer will
be even older.

“We hope that we can influence some
younger interest,” he says with little con-
viction, “‘but higher-priced family cars are
not going to radically change the profile of
our demographics.”

You may consider the matter out of your
hands. —/ean Lindamood
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“The restyled Volkswagen Jetta sedan
is a unanimous favorite as it wins
WAW’s Economy/Family class..The
best car ever to come out of
Wolfsburg.”

—Ward’s Auto World

“..true five-passenger comfort.. feels in
every way like a large car”

—Washington Post

“The Jetta GLI goes down the road as
if boming on a distant beacon... It
will feed your car lust and give fits to
roughly 100 percent of its competition.’

—Car and Driver

24

“..as supple and resilient as a
Jourteen-year-old gymnastaRough
roads just don’t faze them.. Its trunk is
nothing short of huge..They said they
were going to put the German back
into their.cars, and they did.”

—Car and Driver

..gobbles up
curves with
aplomb; displays
true sports-sedan
performance, and
delivers that elusive but much-talked-
about “feel” that you rarely find in a
car under $10,000, much less $8,000*
Driving is supposeddo be fun, and the
Jetta offers an inexpensive reminder
of that.”’

Jetta Sales
up 62%**

—Consumers Digest

“Likedthe Jetta and Jetta GL models,
the GLI interior sets new standards in
ergonomics—the relationship of the
driver to machine.”

—Los Angeles Herald Examiner

©..it’s bard to find fault with the way
these little German-designed jewels
drive...—sort of a front-drive BMW
3-type for a whole lot less money.”

—Popular Mechanics

We brought you an affordable German road car,

and look where it got us.

. @ It's not a car.
The 1985 Jetta $7995. It's a Volkswagen.

*Mfr's. sugg. retail pricing, excluding tax, title, dealer prep and transportation $7,775 for 2-door model, $7,995 for 4-door model as shown. (Metallic paint, alloy

wheels are extra cost options.) **Comparison based on Jetta Sales for CY 1985 January-June compared to same period a year ago.

©1985 Volkswagen of America

I Seatbelts save lives. I
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eep Comanche

AMC seeks a new ground zero in mini-pickups.

® Hey, you truckers out there, check your
jeans. Examine the pocket where you keep
your wallet. Look closely. See that bull’s-
eye? Yes, you've been targeted. You're the
object of along, thorough marketing study
designed to come up with a new small pick-
up that you simply won’t be able to resist.

The U.S. truck market is impressive. Ac-
cording to AMC figures, the industry plans
on selling about 3.4 million light trucks—
pickups, vans, and sport/utilities—during
the 1986 model year. That means that
roughly one new truck will be sold for ev-
ery three new cars. The pickup configura-
tion should account for 58 percent of the
truck total, or just under two million, and
the compact, or mini, versions should ac-
count for 52 percent of all pickups, or just
over a million. Automotive chauvinists,
kindly note that mini-trucks are more sig-
nificant in the marketplace than mid-en-
gined sports coupes!

AMC has been in on some of this action
for years, of course, most notably in the
sport/utility segment with its various Jeep
CJ] and Grand Wagoneer models. Then
two years ago it increased its involvement
with the Cherokee and the Wagoneer. The
company has also had a long-term pres-
ence in pickups with its full-size J-10 and
J-20. But the increasingly popular mini-
truck concept, pioneered by the Japanese
and now aggressively contested by the two
largest domestics, seemed to be escaping
AMC'’s attention.

In truth, Jeep had intended to evolve a
mini-pickup version of the Cherokee and
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the Wagoneer right from the beginning of
the project. It’s just that doing the job
properly, they say, took longer than ex-
pected. After all, this is a major step that
effectively triples AMC’s stake in the truck-
marketing game. Mistakes simply couldn’t
be tolerated.

Our first impressions are that the truck
1s indeed right. First of all, there’s the
name. The American Motors Jeep Coman-
che. Let those names roll around on your
tongue for a moment. Each one of them
evolves a good image for a truck.

Then there are the dimensions. Accord-
ing to AMC claims, the Comanche’s bed
length of seven feet four inches is matched
only by the Chevrolet S-10’s. The 43.8-
inch span between the wheelhouses is wid-
er than any other mini-truck’s. An optional
maximum payload of 2205 pounds beats
both Chevy and Ford and most imports,
and an optional towing package can han-
dle a 4200-pound trailer, more than any
mini-truck but one optional S-10. At 119.7
inches, the wheelbase is the longest in
compact trucking. In interior size, too, the
Comanche is notably roomy behind the
seats and is said to offer more head- and
hiproom than either of its domestic rivals.

Vehicle type: front-engine, rear/4-wheel-drive, 3-passenger,
2-door pickup truck

Estimated base price: $6000

Engine types: 2.5-liter 4-in-line, 2.8-liter V-6, 2.1-liter 4-in-

line diesel
Transmissions....... 4-speed, 5-speed, 3-speed automatic
Wheelbase .. ... e o i o T
T S Wl s B R o el 195.5 in
Curb weight 31003250 Ib
EPA fuel economy, city driving ............... 17-28 mpg

Like the sport/utility Jeeps, the pickup
has three engine choices. The standard
2.5-liter four, now with throttle-body fuel
injection and rated at 117 hp, should ac-
count for 50 percent of sales. Almost as
many are expected to go to the Chevrolet-
supplied 2.8-liter V-6, and about five per-
cent to the 2.1-liter turbocharged diesel
(not available in California). Looking to
the future, AMC is working on a 4.0-liter
version of its old in-line six to replace the
2.8 Chevy engine.

About 29 percent of Comanche buyers
are expected to sign up for four-wheel
drive, which is available with either the
Command-Trac or Selec-Trac transfer
system. Both four-by-four and two-wheel-
drive models can be had with four- or five-
speed manual or three-speed automatic
gearboxes.

The two-wheel-drive model offers
something a little startling in this day and
age: a beam-type front axle. After experi-
menting with an independent front sus-
pension on prototypes, AMC elected to go
with the same five-link, rigid-axle geome-
try used on the four-by-four Cherokee and
Wagoneer. And now that the parts are in
the system, two-wheel drive will also be of-
fered on both the Cherokee and the
Wagoneer.

Briet runs 1n a variety of pre-production
sample vehicles indicate that AMC has
spent its extra development years well.
The Comanche has a solid, refined feel.
Ride, handling, and stability are all good
both on-road and off (which is quite a
trick), and the front suspension’s nonin-
dependence 1s undetectable. Some drivers
may find the buckei-seat design a little
cramped and the steering wheel a little too
close, but otherwise the cabin environ-
ment is very acceptable. Altogether, the
Comanche is such a likable truck that even
those who select it as their only vehicle can
do so without tearing a life of abuse.

Mini-truckers, mind your wallets!

—Pete Lyons
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How topick
forevery car

For starters, pick Valvoline” That way oils to meet the special needs of
you know you’re getting top quality motor oil.  different cars.

Then select the right type of Valvoline Like new Valvoline FourGard™ motor oil.
motor oil for your car and the way Engineered to help your hard-
you drive. Because we don’t ssomgnon i ; working four-cylinder
just make one kind of engine keep up the
oil and tell everybody to @ + S hard work.
use it. We make different § . ' ‘ ' If you drive a

e b

WYOLINE gy yor
All-Climate iy

. Wotonon

“otoR on

alvoline. Because your car is special”

do Division of Ashland Oil, Inc.
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turbocharged car, you should use Valvoline
Turbo’¥ ™the motor oil specially formulated
to withstand the intense stress of turbos.

If you do a lot of stop-and-go driving, you
need an oil with special detergent-dispersant
properties to keep your engine running clean
in tough city traffic. And that’s what our
multi-viscosity All-Climate® and single grade

toll
to/.

Super HPO® motor oils are made to do.

And if your car has a high-performance
engine-or if you pull a trailer or other heavy
loads-Valvoline Racing Oil is engineered
specifically to withstand high-performance,
high-stress situations.

So no matter what kind of car you drive,
Valvoline has the oil that suits it to a T.




PREVIE

Toyota Celica GT-S

Simple fare in a tasty new recipe.

® Although the dinner of your dreams may
include custom-reared beefsteak, you have
to admit that boiling-in-the-bag makes for
pretty nice fare on an occasional basis.
Similarly, even those of us who think of
ourselves as hard-core automotive gour-
mets recognize that the Testarossa is best
left at home when departing for the worka-
day world.

So, just as there are acceptable meals
available in pouches these days, there are
some essentially average cars that are satis-
fying to own and live with as well as to
drive. Many of these are presented in a
“sporty car” idiom; they are not really en-
thusiast cars any more than ‘“‘gourmet”
packaged meals are anything to challenge
Escoffier’s standards, but the Camaros,
Sciroccos, and Preludes of this market seg-
ment please a lot of car buyers, especially
in this country.

Toyota, which has excellent marketing
marksmanship, has enjoyed a fifteen-year

run of success here with its Celica. In fact,
the U.S. is the most important territory for
this line, which accounts for sixteen per-
cent of Toyota’s total sales here.

The most recent Celica GT-S, especially
once it got an independent rear suspen-
sion and the fuel-injected, 116-hp engine,
was an enjoyable machine to drive hard.
No, it wasn’t an all-out sports car, but it
would take in stride an occasional back-
road fling without sacrificing any of the
long-haul practicality and citified ele-
gance, not to mention extraordinary reli-
ability, that owners have found endearing.

In its fourth major revision of the Celica
theme since its 1971 introduction, Toyota
is offering us a full-on GT-S version right
from the start—so full-on that, in addition

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID DEWHURST

to sticky tires and a tuned suspension, it
has a twin-cam, sixteen-valve, 135-hp engine.

The 1986 Celica, in fact, owes absolute-
ly nothing to its predecessors but its gener-
al Celica-ness. Gone is the venerable 2.4-
liter 22R engine mounted longitudinally
and driving the rear wheels. From now on,
that’s just Toyota’s truck engine. The new
vehicle is based on the Camry sedan, which
means it has a two-liter transverse four
driving the front wheels. In the standard
models this engine is called 2S-E, and it
has one overhead camshaft and produces
97 bhp, just as in the Camry. The hot GT-S
motor, the 3S-GE, is an option in the Japa-
nese-market Camry, though there are no
current plans to make it available in the se-
dan here.
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Toyota’s move to “FF” (for “front en-
gine, front drive”) for the new Celica is
mainly a marketing decision. In the first
place, Toyota wanted clearly to differenti-
ate the Celica from the hitherto derivative
Supra. When the new Supra appears next
year, it will still be a rear-wheel-drive de-
sign, and it will not look like a muscled-up
Celica. Second, while studying the market
during the new Celica’s planning phase,
Toyota found that some 60 percent of po-
tentially interested buyers felt front drive
would be a plus on a car of this nature.

There is also some engineering back-
ground for the decision. Unlike some
automakers, Toyota divides its new-car
projects among several design groups and
thus winds up with a greater variety of
products than some, both mechanically
and visually. Akio Wada, who has been the
chief engineer for both the Celica and the
Supra for more than ten years, now firmly
believes that front drive is best for this car.
Wada was especially interested in the
straight-line stability conferred by the FF

configuration, but he also wanted the
chance for lower overall weight and leaner
lines. He clearly liked the challenge of de-
veloping a vice-free “‘high-performance FF
car,” as he calls it, a personal target repre-
sented by the German-made VW Scirocco
and Audi Coupe.

Although there are many keen drivers
who do like fwd, there are basic perfor-
mance limitations in the layout. Wada’s
work—which involved the use of some 250
prototypes!—concentrated on two prob-
lems: Torque steer, the tendency of the
engine to tug the steering wheel out of the
driver’s hands, was tackled in much the
same way it has been with other recent
cars, including the Camry, by taking pains
to make the half-shafts of equal length.
Wheel hopping, a chatter that can build up
in full-power standing starts, was tougher;
a great deal of development went into pre-
cise relationships among wheel hubs, half-
shafts, and the transaxle’s final-drive. To
reduce joint angles, the entire engine-and-
transaxle unit was canted back more steep-

ly in the Celica than in the Camry, thus
lowering the differential, and the wheels
were moved forward a trifle. The shafts
were also fattened to improve their tor-
sional rigidity, and both the body structure
and the steering-column mounting were
beefed up to damp the driver’s perception
of any hopping that might remain.

The suspension is a strut type with coil
springs all around, incorporating anti-lift
and anti-dive geometry. The lower control
arm at the front is a stout L-shaped mem-
ber, and there are two parallel transverse
links plus a trailing link to locate each strut
at the rear. Both designs should keep the
wheels properly aligned and following
similar camber-change geometries as they
rise and fall.

This admirable basic suspension system
is assisted by special bushings incorporat-
ing internal metal sleeves that allow less
movement in some directions than in oth-
ers; the Volkswagen GTI gets some of its
amazingly stable handling from similar at-
tention to its bushings. The Celica has
anti-roll bars at both ends, and these con-
nect to the suspension arms with small,
spherical-jointed links, rather than rubber,
to reduce unwanted deflection. To solidify
the front suspension’s attachment to the
chassis, the GT-S has top and bottom brac-
es that reinforce key pivot points.

The base 2S-E engine, which comes in
the two lower grades of the new Celica (ST
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CELICA GT-S

For Audiophobes Anonymous

® Are you intimidated by graphic equal-
izers? Do you fail utterly to understand
how to set them? Do you fear that some-
one will look at the pattern of the little
sliders on your panel and laugh? Toyota
is holding out its hand to you.

Toyota and Fujitsu. The highest of
the three grades of audio available on
the new Celica, the Fujitsu Ten system is
very advanced, based on educated dum-
mies and computer analyses and includ-
ing specially mounted high-tech speak-
ers to give you state-of-the-art sound.
But the neatest trick is the automatic
equalizer feature, or “Acoustic Flavor/
Tone Control System.”

Push the button with the wave icon on
it. Push it again. See how the wave-pat-
tern display just to the right changes?
It’s showing you how the graph looks
when the equalizer is tuned for a given

kind of music! Six settings are available.
For “rock,” the lower registers are ele-
vated. For “pops,” the tops. For “jazz,”
there is a sag in the middle of the wave.
And for “vocal,” the wave form is the
opposite.

Are you a classical-music listener?
Push the button untl “class” appears
and the line goes level. If you want to set
the bass and treble to your own taste, go
for “defeat.”

Got it? Good. Go forth now, children
of the universe, and tune in with
serenity. —PL

and GT), is the same single-cam, eight-
valve, wedge-chamber, 1995cc unit as in
the Camry. Its bore and stroke are 84 by
90mm, it has a compression ratio of 8.7:1,
and it weighs 278 pounds. Like the twin-
cam, it enjoys electronic fuel injection. Its
output is 97 bhp at 4400 rpm and 118
pounds-feet of torque at 4000.

The 3S-GE engine in the GT-S has a
similar block but displaces 1998cc with its
square 86mm bore-to-stroke ratio. The
twin-cam, sixteen-valve, pentroof-cham-
ber head is very similar to that of the 1.6-
liter MR2/Corolla GT-S engine, with
toothed-belt-driven camshafts, direct op-
eration of the valves by inverted buckets,
and lash adjustment by shims (hydraulic
lifters might be unreliable at peak rpm, ac-
cording to Toyota). It also has the very ef-
fective Toyota Variable Induction System,
which fattens the torque curve at the lower
end by closing off four of the eight intake
runners below 4300 rpm. The compres-
sion ratio is 9.2:1, and the complete unit
weighs 320 pounds. The peak power is
135 bhp at 6000 rpm (which is probably
well below the engine’s ultimate potential:
the redline is 6800), and the torque is 125
pounds-feet at 4800 rpm.

The GT-S, which is projected to account
for about twenty percent of Celica sales,
has other performance goodies to match
its engine. The spring rates are stiffer, for
instance, and there are four-wheel disc
brakes (front only on the SOHC versions),
as well as the bracing mentioned above.
The tres are 60-series Bridgestone
Potenza RE86s mounted on fourteen-inch
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wheels. The GT-S also gets a sport seat
with electric adjustment of the backrest’s
bolsters and lumbar support, as well as al-
loy wheels and a rear spoiler.

As before, the Celica offers two body
styles, Liftback and Sport Coupe (notch-
back). As the low-end ST is available only
in the former, while the GT and the GT-S
come in both, there are a total of five
Celicas in the lineup.

We naturally chose the GT-S for closer
study, and our first impression is that it is a
nice piece of work indeed. Because our
testing was confined to pre-production
prototypes, final conclusions aren’t possi-
ble, but we’re sure that people who liked
any of the old Celicas are apt to like the
new one: it expresses the same idiom in
fresher, more up-to-date terms.

Taking negatives first, our only serious
reservation is the switch to front drive. Yes,
the Celica GT-S works very well for a

Each rhe lica’s suspenston struts uses
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front-driver, with no extraneous vices, but
it does have the inherent front-drive trac-
tion limitations in high-energy driving. It
does not require much brutality to spin the
front tires from a standing start, whereup-
on the black streaks betray some hopping
despite the work done to minimize it. In
hard cornering (on a racetrack), most at-
tempts to accelerate out of a tight bend
cause gross understeer. In these two cir-
cumstances, the mighty sixteen-valve en-
gine goes largely to waste. Of course, in
rear-drive cars too much torque will also
spin a wheel or two, but because of load
transfer it happens higher up the effort
scale—and when it occurs, it’s usually fun.
When a car plows, the driver experiences
no satisfaction; it’s just dead time.

When the gas pedal is released in
midcorner, the Celica’s reaction depends
on the g-forces. At the kind of speed that
simulates a highway emergency, the tail
will step out and any braking will throw the
car sideways. The tail will also swing, or
feel as though it wants to, in particularly
sharp switchbacks taken at imprudent
speeds. Neither condition is uncontrolla-
ble, though, providing there is plenty of
road room left and the driver remembers
that getting back on the power will help.

On the positive side, as long as the front
tires are kept within their limits, the GT-S
handles well. Its premium tires do adhere
noticeably better than those on the more
pedestrian Celicas. In steady-state corner-

ing the back wheels seem to do their fair
share of the work, and this balance was not
significantly upset by any of the bumps we
encountered in our limited testing. As its
designers hoped, the Celica does give a re-
assuringly steady feel in the kind of driving
99 percent of its owners are likely to do
99.9 percent of the time.

The 3S-GE engine is a delight. If it
doesn’t feel quite as sparkling at high revs
as its 1.6-liter sister, it puts out some of the
midrange oomph the smaller block can-
not. In fact, this multi-camshaft, mult-
valve repliracer will pull smoothly from ri-
diculously low revs: try 1100 rpm,
practically idle speed, in fifth. That’s a
stunt, but it means that slow-traffic work
does not usually require downshifting. In
its low-end behavior, quite as much as its
high-end, this brilliant new powerplant
feels as though it’s much more than a sin-
gle generation ahead of its comparatively
truckish predecessor.

Allin all, the Celica for ’86 is a good job.
The combination of advanced styling, airy
interior, excellent all-around visibility,
highly adjustable seating, impressive au-
dio (see sidebar), smooth ride (even in the
GT-S), and splendid engine (the sixteen-
valve) creates an ongoing feeling of ele-
gant well-being.

No, this is not a motoring grand ban-
quet fit for kings, but in its quietly practi-
cal, affordable way Toyota has dished up a
very fine serving. —Pete Lyons
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r'Hella sets the pace )
for style, performance
and safety.

SEALED BEAM HEADLIGHTS

HELLA halogen headlights deliver a
whiter light twice as bright as conven-
tional sealed beams. You drive safer —
see hazards sooner. Good reasons for
upgrading your headlight system with

the latest lighting technology from HELLA.

STYLISH WHEEL COVERS

-

For the perfect finishing touch, you can’t
beat HELLA’s handsomely-styled wheel
covers. Their flat, smooth surface pro-
vides the fuel-saving aerodynamic per-
formance you look for.

HALOGEN AUXILIARY FOG
AND DRIVING LAMPS

AT,

Darkness or fog, rain or snow — HELLA’s
auxiliary lamps are your sure guide
through all kinds of weather. And their
computer-designed reflector-and-lens
combination puts the light right where
you need it.

See your nearest HELLA dealer for these
additions to improve the style and safety
of your vehicle . . . Send $1.00 for your
copy of HELLA's catalog and decal.

®
HELL
‘ 42 Jackson Drive
Cranford, NJ 07016

s 8 _ 8 8 N B 5 8 B B |
Here’s my $1.00. Please send my copy of
the HELLA catalog and my racing decal.

Name
Address
City
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CELICA GT-S§

CAR=DRIVER

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 4-passenger,
3-door coupe
Price as tested: $14,000 ( ted)

Options on test car: power windows and sunroof, air condi-
tioning, cruise control

Standard accessories: power steering, tilt steering, rear
defroster

Sound system: Fujitsu Ten AM/FM-stereo radio/cassette
with graphic equalizer, 4 speakers

ENGINE

AYDe oy e 4-in-line, iron block and aluminum head
Bore x stroke ........... 3.39x 3.39 in, 86.0 x 86.0mm
Displacement ............cccvennnns 122 cuin, 1998cc

Compression ratio . .........c.ooviiiiiiiiiiiniianas 9.2:1
Engine-control system...... Toyota electronic fuel injection
Emissions controls. .. .. 3-way catalytic converter, feedback
fuel-air-ratio control, EGR

Valve gear . ... belt-driven double overhead cams, 4 valves
per cylinder

Power (SAEnet).................. 135 bhp @ 6000 rpm
Torque (SAE net) 125 Ib-ft @ 4800 rpm
;e e e e GRS R A R 6800 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission...............
Final-drive ratio

Gear  Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.28 4.9 33 mph (6800 rpm)
] 2.04 7.9 54 mph (6800 rpm)
]| 1.32 12:2 83 mph (6800 rpm)
v 1.03 15.7 106 mph (6800 rpm)
\ 0.82 19.7 120 mph (6100 rpm)
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES

WhaSIbREe kLol I S AR S e e A 99.4 in
Track, F/R 57.9/56.5 in
Length . ol gl ol e Ll Sl R A 173.6in
WVIEIRR: L L e e e S N e 67.3 in

It R B e S B Rai 49.8 in
CUD WOIBIE .. [l or v s fodimr e v o A 2700 Ib
Weight distribution, F/R............... .... 60.7/39.3%
Faelicapaeity Ol 0 L s s T S 15.9 gal
QIcapacity s oo il e R R S 3.9 qt
Water capacity ~ vl i sl G 2 7.4 qt
CHASSIS/BODY
Pyl Al s e Sl e D G unit construction
Body:material ..\, ... cooi s b welded steel stampings
INTERIOR
SAE volume, frontseat ......................... 49 cu ft
(DL R T e 28 cu ft
trunkspace ...........ocoiiiiiinnnn 16 cu ft
Front sBats | Lo o oal DR b e T il bucket
Seat adjustments . ........... fore and aft, seatback angle,
front height, lumbar support, upper side bolsters
Generalcomfort ................. poor fair good excellent
Fore-and-aft support .. .. poor fair good excellent
Lateral support.................. poor fair good excellent
SUSPENSION
Potthi o ind, strut located by a control arm, coil springs,
anti-roll bar
| SN O ind, strut located by 1 trailing link and 2 lateral
links, coil springs, anti-roll bar
STEERING
TYPe s Gl i rack-and-pinion, power-assisted

Turns lock-to-lock

Turning circle curb-to-curb

BRAKES

10.2 x 0.9-in vented disc
10.6 x 0.4-in disc

................................... vacuum

................................. 6.0x 14 in
.............................. cast aluminum
Bridgestone Potenza RE86, 205/60R-14

Test inflation pressures, F/R

............... 26/26 psi

CAR AND DRIVER TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION
Zero to 30 mph

Seconds

40 mph ..
50 mph ..
60 mph ..
70 mph ..
80 mph ..
90 mph ..
100 mph
Top-gear passing time, 30-50 mph ............. 12.2
50-70mph ............. 137
Standing Ya-mile... .. ...16.7 sec @ 82 mph
TORERORH o 5 b ew il e i e 120 mph
BRAKING
70-0 mph @ impending lockup.............. 204 ft
Modulation. ................. poor fair good excellent

PR e W & e

Front-rear balance

COAST-DOWN MEASUREMENTS

Road horsepower @ 30 mph .................. 6 hp
SO mph Ll e 15 hp
2O mph . e 33 hp

FUEL ECONOMY (estimated)

ERPACRY driVING - - v bnsle b bin i 27 mpg

EPA highway driving ....................... 33 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL

1o [ AR e SR B R U e
Full-throttle acceleration . .

70-mph cruising
70-mph coasting

none moderate heavy
poor fair good
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Hot baths,
zinc treatments, and other

Volvo 760 GLE.”
The #1 killer of
So Volvo employs the #1»
square feet of sheet met:

Warranty. Its one of the best in the

1984 VOLVO OF AMERICA CORPORATION.
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from Eden

One of James Dean’s favorite performances
was that of his Porsche Spyder. On September 30, 1955,
on a lonely stretch of California two-lane, he drove it to his death.

BY BROCK YATES

® Welcome the silence. Break for a mo-
ment your bonds with time. You’ll hear it
first—the frantic growl of a four-cam
Porsche. Unmuffled. Running hard. Look
into the brown-weeded hills, where the old
road winds around the edge of the ravine.
A uny silver Spyder squirts into sight, lash-
ing through the apexes, its impudent
snout nipping at the wooden guardrails.
Stand back as it rushes past, scrabbling for
traction on the scarred macadam. Follow
its raucous exhaust. The two men in the
cockpit—a slight young driver with clip-on
sunglasses and a beefy passenger—lean
slightly as the Porsche clears the final
bend. It powers, clean and straight, speed
building, toward the valley.

Far off, on the western slope, a stand of
oaks marks the café at Cholame. But first
there is the intersection where State 41 an-
gles toward Fresno. A lone car is ap-
proaching, a black Ford two-door. It is
slowing, readying for the turn. The Spyder
hammers onward, a shiny aluminum pellet
aglow in the late-afternoon sun. Surely the
Ford will stop. Surely the driver will spot
the speeding Porsche. Surely the world of
heroes and dreamy idols will not be shat-
tered on the road to Cholame. . .

James Dean opened big and died big-
ger. In death he had what the movie mo-
guls call “legs”—that mysterious ability to
endure in the face of critical assaults, the
fevered promotion of rivals, and the no-
toriously fickle public.

Thirty years ago, at approximately 5:45
p.m. on the 30th of September, 1955,
James Byron Dean, a 24-year-old actor
with a single major screen role to his cred-
it, crashed at the intersection of California
routes 466 and 41, less than a mile east of
Cholame. He died minutes later. It was the
most famous highway accident in history.
It thrust Dean into the pantheon of ritual-
ized eult figures now occupied by the likes
of Valentino, Monroe, JFK, Elvis, and John
Lennon. None of them, not even Kennedy
or Lennon or Presley, was mourned with
more sound and fury and endless, hysteri-
cal weeping than James Dean.

The keepers of the flame will tell you he
dreamed of being a Grand Prix driver and
wheeling exotic sports cars from the time

OCTOBER 1985

85




Above: Dean and Wiitherich (center) check out
the “Little Bastard” prior to the Salinas race.
Right: Dean’s move to California coincided
with the height of the sports-car movement.

he was a surprisingly normal high-school
kid in Fairmount, Indiana. Perhaps. Paul
Newman, who knew Dean casually when
both were trying to make it on the New
York stage in the early 1950s, remembers
no talk about automobiles. “We’d have a
few beers and talk about acting,” he re-
calls, “but I didn’t care much about racing
in those days and haven’t any idea if he did
or not. Ifhe did, he didn’t tell me about it.”

What we do know is that Dean did not
become a screen idol overnight. In the ear-
ly Fifties he made a number of appear-
ances in New York television dramas, got
small parts in four long-forgotten pictures
(Has Anybody Seen My Gal?, Sailor Beware,
Fixed Bayonets, and Trouble along the Way),
and earned strong reviews for his perfor-
mance in Gide’s The Immoralist on Broad-
way. His first major break in Hollywood
came in March 1954 when he was cast as
Cal Trask in Elia Kazan’s production of
John Steinbeck’s East of Eden.

Although he had owned a couple of mo-
torcycles, an old Harley and a 500cc Nor-
ton, Dean’s plunge into the world of Cali-
fornia sports cars did not come until a year
later. In March 1955 he bought a white
Porsche 356 Super Speedster from Johnny
von Neumann’s Competition Motors on
North Vine Street in Hollywood. These
were the halcyon days of the West Coast
sports-car movement, with races being or-
ganized by the Sports Car Club of America
and its rival, the California Sports Car
Club, at seemingly every vacant airport be-
tween San Diego and San Francisco. Natu-

ral road circuits like Torrey Pines and Peb-
ble Beach were also active, and plans were
being formulated for permanent courses
at places like Riverside and Laguna Seca.
Everybody raced, or went to the races, or
at the very least owned a tiny, two-seat
sports car. To do otherwise was to risk so-
cial ruin. The serious drivers of the
day—Phil Hill, Richie Ginther, Carroll
Shelby, Bill Pollack, von Neumann, Ken
Miles, Bob Drake, Bob Bondurant, and a
blond prodigy from Riverside named Dan
Gurney—competed in road races staged
by both clubs. Dean joined the SCCA, but
he attended few meetings and was known
to the membership as just another young
actor getting a short-burst publicity push
from Warner Brothers.

Less than two weeks after buying the
Porsche, he was a star. East of Eden opened
well, and Dean received eloquent reviews.
His introverted, renegade sensuality dom-
inated the screen. One reviewer described
this quality as the “innocent grace of a cap-
tive panther.” Another called it “bastard
robustness.” Whatever it was, the skinny,
slightly bowlegged former bongo player
and track star from Fairmount High was
the hottest property in show business.
Warner Brothers immediately extended
his contract and set him to work as the sul-
len, confused, misunderstood teen-ager in
Rebel without a Cause. Before Rebel was com-
pleted, Warner announced that he would

star as Jett Rink, the rags-to-riches cowboy
in Edna Ferber’s Giant, then play Rocky
Graziano, the fighter, in his screen biogra-
phy, Somebody up There Likes Me. He was dat-
ing ravishing starlets like Pier Angeli and
Ursula Andress, and he was driving fast.
Very fast.

In late March Dean took the Speedster
to the Palm Springs road races and won
the novice event. Victory his first time out.
He then ran in the main race for small-dis-
placement cars and finished third behind
the hot MG Specials of Ken Miles and Cy
Yedor. When Miles was disqualified on a
technicality, he advanced to second over-
all. Seriously myopic, Dean raced with a
hunched, head-down ferocity that was
complemented by a substantial talent.
Dean was not some twit movie star out to
impress his pals; he was ragged and over-
eager, but he was far from slow. On May 1
he took the Porsche to a Cal Club event at
Minter Field in Bakersfield and finished
third in the 1300-to-2000cc Production
class, again competing against more expe-
rienced drivers. His last race was on Me-
morial Day, 1955, at Santa Barbara, where
he ran in the SCCA Under-1500cc Produc-
tion class. After starting eighteenth, he
charged all the way to fourth before the
Porsche burned a piston.

Then it was over. Director George Ste-
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Above: Porsche’s 550 Spyder was powered by
a midship-mounted, four-cam, 1.5-liter, 110-
hp, flat four-cylinder. Right: Dean’s first
Porsche was a 356 Super Speedster. He raced
and won, but soon concluded it was too slow.

vens had forbidden him from racing while
the principal shooting of Giant was under
way, and Dean had to content himself with
wild forays through the Los Angeles can-
yons and on location in the barren west-
Texas range around Marfa. It was during
this period, when the heady pressures of
celebrity were beginning to bear on him,
that word passed through the film colony:
behind the wheel of his Porsche, James
Dean was to be avoided like a subpoena to
the House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee. He was a wild man, broadsliding
the Speedster through the Hollywood
streets like a stunt driver. It was then that
he dismissed the 356 as too slow. When his
Giant constraints were loosened, he would
buy a serious race car.

Phil Hill remembers the day of Dean’s
death. Hill had been maintaining the
graphite-gray three-liter Monza that he
was driving for von Neumann at the High-
land Avenue Ferrari agency, but his own
rising celebrity status as America’s most
brilliant road racer had clogged the shop
with oglers and hangers-on. Seeking priva-
cy, he and mechanic Henry Pickett had tak-
en the Monza to a small race shop owned
by von Neumann on Ventura Boulevard.
They were readying the car for a San Fran-
cisco region SCCA race, to be staged on
October 1 at the airport at Salinas, a dusty
town on the northern perimeter of the vast
San Joaquin Valley. A produce center, it
was best known as the birthplace of John
Steinbeck.

Like most of the hard-core racers, Hill
looked on Dean as an outsider. Also as an
object of mystery, some faint jealousy, and

not a little derision. He recalls Sam Wile, a
partner of von Neumann’s in the booming
Porsche dealership and Volkswagen dis-
tributorship, announcing Dean’s arrival to
an amused office staff: “Here comes the
Mickey Mouse Marlon Brando.” Says Hill,
“I felt he had enormous personal needs to
be famous.”

On September 17 Dean made a public-
service television spot for the National
Safety Council with actor Gig Young. He
tagged it with a plea: “And remember,
drive safely. The life you save may be
mine.” Four days later he went to Compe-
tition Motors and traded the Speedster for
one of five Porsche 550 Spyders that von
Neumann had imported directly from the
factory. The tiny, aluminum-bodied racer,
with a ladder frame and a midship-mount-
ed four-cam, air-cooled four, was part of a
batch of 75 that the factory had built for
privateer racers that year. Dean’s machine
was to become the most famous—and
mysterious—of the lot.

At the time, the 550 Spyder was the best
small-displacement racer in the world. Not
only was it quick and nimble, but its anvil-
like reliability helped win many high
placings in major endurance races. There
was some question whether Dean was ex-
perienced enough for the machine, but on
September 21 von Neumann accepted his

check for $3000, plus the 356 Speedster in
trade, for Spyder number 550-0055.

Dean took the car to Compton, where
the well-known customizer George Barris
added a bit of individuality. Stock Spyders
were all silver, with only blue or red stripes
atop the rear fenders (Dean’s had red
stripes). Barris painted “Little Bastard” in
script across the tail and Dean’s racing
number, 130, on the doors, the hood, and
the rear deck.

Jimmy, as his friends called him, took
the Spyder to the streets, driving with cus-
tomary fierceness. In the days before pol-
lution controls and safety standards, a li-
cense could be tacked onto practically
anything with four wheels, and so it was
with the “Little Bastard.” Several days lat-
er he had a minor shunt with a lady on Sun-
set Boulevard and returned the Porsche to
Competition Motors for repairs.

Atroughly the same time, Dean decided
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that he would race at Salinas. (It must have
been a last-hour decision, because the race
program did not bear his name.) He had
been there once before, on location for
some of East of Eden. Dean had established
a solid relationship with Rolf Wiitherich, a
28-year-old German mechanic who had
come to von Neumann’s operation from
the factory in Zuffenhausen,; it was he who
had prepared both the Speedster and the
550 for competition. Because the car was
so fresh and the driver so inexperienced,
Wiitherich recommended that they drive
the 300-odd miles to Salinas while some-
one else ferried Dean’s 1953 Ford station
wagon and a borrowed trailer for the re-
turn trip.

Dean was up early on the 30th, though
he’d attended a party in Malibu the night
before. He arrived at Competition Motors
on North Vine a little after eight, having
driven over the hill from his leased home
at 14611 Sutton Street in Sherman Oaks.
On the way he stopped at the Ventura
Boulevard shop, where Hill and Pickett
were laboring over the Monza. “It’s the
only time I ever talked with him, other than
a few grunts at the racetrack,” recalls Hill.
“Generally, he’d show up with this great
retinue of hangers-on, and I had no inter-
est in that sort of thing. I needed to be a
great racing driver, and that was my sole
preoccupation. I'd seen dozens of these
so-called godlike creatures from Holly-
wood, and I'd been inclined to treat him as
sort of a mutation. But on that day we
talked about racing without all the usual
distractions.”

Dean had lunch at the Farmer’s Market
with his father, Winton, and his uncle
Charlie Nolan Dean. Shortly after lunch he
met Wiitherich at Competition Motors.
The Spyder’s engine was warming. Three
friends were on hand: show-business pho-
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tographer Sanford Roth, stunt man Bill
Hickman (who would make the famed
drive for Steve McQueen in Bullitt), and
Dean’s insurance man, Lew Bracker. Roth
and Hickman had been enlisted to dead-
head the trailer to Salinas.

The route the racers took to the north-
ern-California events was standard: Sepul-
veda Boulevard to 99 north over the no-
torious Grapevine and into the San
Joaquin Valley; west on Route 166 toward
Taft and Maricopa; then north on 33 to
Blackwell’'s Corner. From there it was a flat
shot west across the sagebrush-carpeted
western end of the valley on old 466 into
Paso Robles.

Dean was issued a speeding ticket on
Grapevine. He stopped for a soft drink and
an apple at a café in Blackwell’s Corner (“el-
evation 278 ft., rainfall 8 drops, population
9002 . . .. 9000 squirrels, 2 humans”), where
he chatted with Lance Reventlow, who was
on the way to Salinas in a new Mercedes-
Benz 300SL gull-wing. They agreed to
meet for dinner in Paso Robles.

Left: On location in Texas for shooting of Giant with Elizabeth Taylor, Dean, with amazing
prescience, hogties his costar. Above: Dean’s Spyder led a second life as an object lesson.

No one knows how quickly Dean tra-
versed the run from Blackwell’s Corner to-
ward Cholame. Some speculate that he
was running the deserted road at his cus-
tomary frantic pace. Others say no, that the
fresh race engine that had to be run in,
plus the presence of Wiitherich, the fac-
tory-trained veteran of Le Mans, Reims,
and the Mille Miglia, would have imposed
restraint. We know this much: He zoomed
over the barren Diablo Range where the
San Andreas Fault, looking like the
clenched jaws of a half-buried dragon, bor-
ders the road, and through what the locals
call Polonio Pass. He charged at the valley
floor to the east of Cholame far in front of
Roth and Hickman in the wagon. As he hit
the straight, he was probably loafing the
Porsche at 80 to 85 mph.

Heading east was a 23-year-old student
from California Polytechnic in San Luis
Obispo named Donald Turnupseed. He
was driving his 1950 Ford home to Fresno
for the weekend. He would have to make a
left turn off of 466 where Route 41 angled
northeast. A left turn directly in front of
the approaching Spyder.

According to Wiitherich, James Dean’s
last words were, “He’s gotta see us. He’s
gotta stop.”

Turnupseed did not stop. He turned
left. At the last second he spotted the tiny
car. He spiked the brakes. Dean apparently
tried to drive around the Ford and never
braked. The Spyder took the full impact of
the Ford’s blunt grille in the left door. The
impact threw Wiitherich into the air and
clear of the wreck. Dean was crammed
against the steering wheel and mauled by
the intruding Ford nose. Turnupseed was

dazed and bloodied from the impact but
essentially unhurt.

A sharp screech of brakes, the hollow re-
port of imploding aluminum, and it was
over. James Byron Dean had driven him-
self into the Valhalla of fallen idols.

Phil Hill was about two hours behind.
He came upon the accident site long after
the Porsche and the Ford had been hauled
to a little Quonset-hut garage in Cholame.
Dean’s body had been taken to the Kuehl
funeral home in Paso Robles while sur-
geons at the local hospital were deciding
whether or not to amputate Wiitherich’s
left leg. Turnupseed told the police he
simply had not seen the Porsche, and he
was not charged. Hill recalls seeing parked
cars and masses of smoking flares and
flashing lights arcing in the desert night.
After being informed of the crash, he and
Pickett drove on to Salinas. Von Neumann
and his wife Eleanor had passed through
earlier. They had arrived at the moment
the Spyder was being hoisted onto the
back of a tow truck, and they had asked a
policeman if Dean had been hurt. The offi-
cer replied, “Yeah, he’s been hurt real bad.
He’s dead.” They proceeded to Salinas,
unaware that their employee Wiitherich
had also been in the car.

The coroner’s report reveals that Dean
suffered a broken neck, coupled with mul-
tiple fractures of the jaw and both arms.
He clung to life for a few minutes after the
crash, then died in the ambulance en
route to the hospital in Paso Robles. (One
ghoulish footnote: there was not enough
blood left to complete a blood-alcohol
test, though there was no reason to believe
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This monument to Dean stands about
a mile away from the crash site, in
Cholame. ‘“Death,” said Dean, “is

the one inevitable, undeniable truth.”

that he had been drinking.)

Within an hour the news was being
spread, first by KPRL in Paso Robles, then
by word of mouth, and finally by the major
media around the world. Considering that
his celebrity status could be measured in
months, not years, the death of James
Dean gained an energy and a mystique un-
like any other. Four weeks later, Rebel with-
out a Cause opened in New York. Two
weeks after that, Giant premiéred there.
Both pictures were hits, certainly in part
because of the pathos surrounding the
young star. That was only the beginning.
One year following his death, James Dean
was listed as the number-one box-office at-
traction by Photoplay magazine and was still
the intended recipient of 1000 fan letters a
week. Rumors swirled about his commit-
ting suicide after losing Pier Angeli to Vic
Damone; about a fortuneteller’s predic-
tion of doom; about his surviving the acci-
dent and living as a disfigured recluse. All
of this was nonsense.

As for Wiitherich, he was transported
back to Los Angeles by von Neumann,
where his leg was saved. However, he nev-
er returned to normal. Obsessed with the
crash, he continued to work for various

West Coast Porsche operations until he
became moody and unruly. Finally, the
factory returned him to Germany, where
he worked with the testing department at
Zuffenhausen. On July 28, 1981, he skid-
ded on a wet road in Kupferzell, West Ger-
many, a few miles from his birthplace in
Heilbronn, and was killed.

Donald Turnupseed reportedly settled
in the Fresno area. No doubt concerned
with protecting himself and his family from
lunatic avengers, he has refused to discuss
the accident publicly.

As for Porsche Spyder 550-0055, this
much is known: The wreck was taken to
San Luis Obispo, where racing enthusiast
Dr. William Eschrich of Burbank removed
the undamaged engine and transaxle. The
engine was briefly front-mounted in his
Lotus 9, without great success, and re-
mains in the doctor’s possession. The
transaxle is now owned by a collector in
Piedmont, California, but the whereabouts
of the rest of the car are unknown.

George Barris obtained the wreck short-
ly after the crash. (Some implied that it was
a “‘jinx” car, citing the case of Dr. Troy Mc-
Henry, who used the car’s trailing arms on
a special in which he crashed fatally at Po-
mona; but the cause was the failure of a
non-Porsche part.) Historians believe that,
after some efforts to unkink the frame and
bodywork, Barris turned the car over to
the Greater Los Angeles Safety Council. It
was placed on a nationwide tour, intended
to scare young Dean worshipers into driv-
ing sensibly.

This gruesome exhibit meandered
around the nation for four years, until
1960 when it was put on a train in Florida
to be returned to California. The car was
stolen somewhere in the Midwest, and it
has not been seen since. Some speculate

that it was sawed into souvenir bits. Others
believe it is in the hands of a private collec-
tor. Perhaps it is rotting in some backwater
barn. Lee Raskin, a prominent Porsche
historian who has extensively researched
the subject, wonders whether Dean’s fam-
ily, tiring of the notoriety, had the car sto-
len and destroyed.

Old Route 466 to Cholame is closed. It
lies, weed-pocked and barricaded, to the
south of new Highway 46. The intersec-
tion has been altered, and there is no sure
way of locating the exact point of the crash.
On a phone pole is nailed a wind-tattered
picture of the “Little Bastard.” A mile
away, in Cholame (population 65), the
scene is essentially unchanged from 1955.
Aggie’s Restaurant, next to the garage
where the Porsche was taken, serves ham-
burgers and features Hank Williams on the
jukebox. A faded poster recounts the life
of James Dean. In front of the post office
next door, where postmistress Lilly Grant
acts as the unofficial curator of the local
Dean memorabilia, stands a stainless-steel
monument surrounding a tree of heaven.
The marker, erected in 1977 by a Tokyo
businessman, Seita Ohnishi, who is the
proprietor of a Dean souvenir business
both here and in Japan, reflects the crash
site in its polished surface. Mrs. Grant
watches from the door of her tiny post of-
fice as dozens of motorists stop each day to
visit the memorial. Engraved on its surface
is this simple notation: “James Dean,
1931Feb8-1955Sep30pmb5:59.”

Surrounding the monument on a low
stone wall is a series of plaques containing
sayings by Dean and by André Gide and
others whom Dean is said to have favored.
One has been ripped up and carried away.
One, which some say was Dean’s favorite,
is a quotation from The Little Prince: “What
is essential is invisible to the eye.” There is
another that seems more appropriate, es-
pecially considering that its author was
James Byron Dean himself:

“Death is the one inevitable, undeniable
truth. In it lies the only ultimate nobility
for man. Beyond it, through immortality,
the only hope.” ®
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A car that combines superb aerodynamics. front
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system. Turbo and state-of-the-arttechnology with the
traditional Subaru traits of dependability, affordability
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The Long Ranger.
Tough Ford Ranger Supercab 4x4.

Ford's new Ranger SuperCab
is here. .. with more room and
comfort than ever! Ranger's new
2.9L V-6 engine is the most
powerful in any small pickup, too.
And new “Touch-Drive” option lets
you shift to 4WD high on the fly!

Most powerful V-6!

There's extra off-
road power, too—
140 horses* worth
in Ford's new,
bigger 2.9L V-6

Now there’s a tough,
small 4-wheeler that
gives you more room for
off-road roamin’!

most powerful
engine in any
small pickup!

Like the standard
2.3L Fouy, it's electron-
ically fuel-injected for
quick response.

Ford's new Ranger

SuperCab has over 22 New s‘f;;::ﬁf)nve
cu. ft. of space behind When the outback

the split-back front seat—
more room than
any Ranger ever.
With optional rear
jump-seats, it's the
only small pickup
that can ride five.

beckons, just touch and

go for it! A button in
Ford's new “Touch-
Drive” console
shifts electrically
from 2WD to
4WD high and
back at any
speed. Nobody
ever made it sim-
pler! (Manual locking
hubs are still standard for
you traditional
off-roaders.)

_ Supertough Truck.

2 Above all, this
,"j Ranger 4x4 is one
i.L > tough truck—built
(81 Ford tough, with

a Twin-Traction
beam indepen-
dent front suspension. ..
double-wall construction
...tough ladder-type frame.
And a payload of 1625 Ibs.

Special STX trim.

All this off-road
room and toughness
comes with all the
“goodies,” too, in the new

Ranger STX optional
package—sporty
trim, Captain’s Chairs,
lower two-tone accent,
the works. It's the look
that says, “4-wheelin),
you ain't seen nothin’ yet!”

Best-Built
American Trucks.

At Ford, Quality is
Job 1. A 1985 survey
established that Ford
makes the best-built
American trucks. This is
based on an average of
problems reported by
owners in the prior six
months on 1981-1984
models designed and
built in the U.S.

Lifetime
Service Guarantee.
Participating Ford
Dealers stand behind their
work, in writing, with
a free Lifetime Service
Guarantee good for as
long as you own your car
or light truck. Ask to see
this guarantee when you
. Visit your participat-
§ ing Ford Dealer.
Buckle up—

together we can
save lives.

*Based on SAE Standard
J1349.






PROJECT REPORT

Super Synchronicity

Two hundred and two horses galloping in cadence.

BY DON SHERMAN

RICHARD GEORGE

® A blurry white object has recently been
spotted buzzing and blitzing the greater-
L.A. freeway system. H.O. Mustang pur-
suit units have reported fleeting glimpses,
but the subject has so far eluded all at-
tempts at detail surveillance. A positive
identification has not been made. The au-
thorities know only this about the white
flash: it bears a vague resemblance to a
Honda CRX, it has uncanny escape and
evasion abilities, and the man behind the
wheel wears a ten-tooth grin.

Five months ago, the first incarnation of
this machine graced our cover, and the
“Synchronicity” story within told of our
fearless foray into the dark unknowns of
twin-engined autos. A considerable por-
tion of the reader mail that followed chas-
tised us for spending too much time and
money on a machine that was merely pep-
py, but little did the critics realize that we
were laying preparations for phase two.
With all-wheel-drive traction built into our
CRX2, we weren’t about to put it to bed
without a more impressive allotment of
horsepower. So here we are, splitting the
piggy bank, spending another four months
of construction time, and loving every
minute of the twin-engine experience.

No fewer than three different power
sources were considered for Project Super
Synchronicity. The fuel-injected CRX Si
engine, the most obvious candidate, would
have upped the ante from the original 152
horsepower (from two engines) to 182.
We also investigated the feasibility of bolt-
ing in a pair of twin-cam, sixteen-valve en-
gines from the Japanese-market edition of
the CRX Si; those prime movers are rated
at 135 JIS horsepower (roughly 110 horse-
power on the SAE-net scale). The third

candidate was a pair of 1830cc, 101-horse-

power American-specification Accord en-
gines. They got the nod for the following

94

reasons: they were certified for sale in the
U.S., they were externally about the same
size as the 1488cc CRX engines, and they

were available through the good graces of

the American Honda Motor Company.
Above and beyond the 33-percent horse-
power boost, the Accord engines brought
a host of side benefits to the project: 29
percent more torque, electronic fuel injec-
tion, and compatibility with four-speed
automatic transmissions. The original
CRX? used a pair of standard three-speed
automatics and would have benefited
greatly from a lower first-gear ratio to help
boot its 2450-pound curb weight off the
line, so we were understandably eager to

PHOTOGRAPHY BY AARON KILEY
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bolt in the Accord four-speed automatics
even if a major tear-up of the chassis be-
came necessary.

Honda did its share by supplying two
complete Accord SE-i automobiles. Origi-
nally intended for civilian customers, the
two new cars had been battered severely
when the boxcar in which they were riding
derailed in Oregon. Their bodies had been
totaled, but the driveuain spirits within
were still willing, so the engineering shop
we’d contracted to fulfill our fantasy (Ra
ing Beat in Anaheimn, California) parte
out the two wrec to build Super
Synchronicity (a.k.a. CRX?, the I-5 Flash,
and the Hubba Hubba Honda Honda).

In truth, it was a bit more complicated
than that. Although the radiator, the sus-
pension and steering systems, the throttle
linkage, and the passenger cell required
few modifications to accommodate the
new engines, several other areas of the cat
had to be created trom scratch. We needed
two completely new exhaust systems, dif-
ferent water-transfer tubes between the
engines and the radiator, new wiring to ac-

commodate a pair of elecironic fuel-injec-
tion systems, an Accord shift console, and,
of course, new engine mounts.

Several key dimensions did, however,
fall in our favor. Although the Accord

transaxles were two inches longer than the
(’s, they fit into the chassis once a front
structural member had been notched for

SUPER SYNCHRONICITY

i,

clearance. Since the new differentials were

nearly identical in design to the old ones,

: fts worked with minor modi-

And two of the three mounting

points for each engine lined up in some
proxiuuity.

The two gigantic headac
failure of one engine mount (per er
to line up with anything but air in the
chassis and the fact that the alternator had
to be relocated to the forward side of the
front engine to fit available space in the
car. In the mediun-sized-headache cate-
g we had to mount two fuel-injection
computers iside the car and marry their
wiring harnesses to the CRX?'s central
nervous system, both intake-air filters had
to be reconfigured to reduce overall en-
gine height, and the drive system for the
rear water pump had to be narrowed to
clear existing structure.

l'he engineers at Racing Beat, Jun
Mederer and Steve Ward, invented an
elaborate spider web of tubes for each en-

s were the
ne)

y

gine to solve the knotty mount-misalign-
ment problem, and master fabricator
Hiroshi Tamura built several sculptures in
metal to hold the whole complex ball of
horsepower together. In the thirteen years
we've worked with Racing Beat, its ability
to make daunting tasks look simple in the
final execution has never let us down. Af-
ter months of hacking, whacking, welding,

THESE ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT TIRES AR
WE THINK YOULL HND Tt

_ Available as original equipment tires on Audi, BMW, Jaguar, Lamb

Pirelli does not advocate exceeding posted speed limits. 3" x 2’ poster reprints of this photograph are ¢




dropped from the jack stands to’the floor
with authority and answered the ignition
key on the first twist. Such a deal!

Since phase two was to be the ultimate
expression of our twin-engine fling, we
signed up for a host of alterations above
and beyond the pursuit of power. To bol-
ster the suspension for more ambitious
duty, we switched the 195/60VR-14
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and wiring, Super Synchronicity CRX2

Goodrich Comp T/A tires for a 195/
50VR-15 size and mounted them on MSW
Type 5 wheels that were a half-inch wider
and an inch larger in diameter. The two
stock CRX anti-roll bars (0.63 inch in di-
ameter) were replaced with similiar hard-
ware from the Civic wagon (0.79 inch) to
achieve a significant increase in roll suff-
ness. Koni was kind enough to tailor the
valving of a set of twin-tube shock absorb-
ers specifically for this project, and we in-
stalled them near the middle of their ad-
justment range. Two Prima Flow mufflers
(originally meant for installation in Ac-
cords) were welded into the convoluted
exhaust system because they fit the rapidly
disappearing undercar space much better
than the original-equipment hardware.
Our final chassis alteration was the re-
building of the Kelsey-Hayes brake-pres-
sure valve we had installed earlier. The
original CRX? had far too much rear
brake; by changing the valve’s range of ad-
justment, we would have a better chance of
eliminating premature rear lockup.

Inside the cockpit, Racing Beat added
an Accord shifter mechanism and an in-
strument cluster from the CRX Si, which
contained a warning light and a speed sen-
sor that were needed with the new fuel in-
jection. To drown out the drone of the ste-
reo engines, we wanted a simple but
effective sound system, so we sent the
CRX2? to Car Fidelity in Canoga Park, Cali-

fornia, for the installation of Sony’s CDX-
R7 AM/FM/compact-disc player, four
Sony speakers (all door-mounted), and a
Sony XM-100 60-watt amplifier. Recaro
tailored a pair of model KRX seats in
matching blue Connolly leather and con-
trasting plaid wool center inserts. The final
interior touch was a new Personal Fashion
Four leather steering wheel supplied by
Electrodyne of Alexandria, Virginia.

With all this go-fast, look-good equip-
ment packed within, we weren’t about to
parade around with an off-the-rack exteri-
or, so we tapped the Honda organization
for a set of special body panels. The new
ten-piece suit is made in Japan by the
Mugen (pronounced ‘‘moo-gan’’) Compa-
ny, Ltd., and sold through Honda dealers
here in the U.S. We learned that consider-
able time and talent are required to fit
these lightweight panels, and even though
they are smooth-surfaced, high-quality
items, it’s almost impossible to align all the
new gaps and joints perfectly. In other
words, if you have a fetish for fit and finish,
it’s best to leave your CRX in its original
sheetmetal. (The panels are also fairly ex-
pensive, at $1585 for the complete set. Fit-
ting and painting costs are extra.) And
don’t imagine that the fatter fenders will
accept aradical upgrade in tread width, be-
cause they won’t; the fiberglass panels’
wheel-lip openings are virtually identical
to stock dimensions.

NGINEEREDTO PERFORM AT 206 MPH
M MORE THAN ADFQUATE

1ini, Mazda, Mercedes-Benz, Merkur, Nissan, Porsche, Saab, Volkswagen and Volvo.
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Open the door. You'll see power windows. And

power mirrors. They are new. Ity the driver’s seat.

It will adjust everyway but loose. It’s new. Grab the
steering wheel. Just off your right thumb is the cruise
control switch. New. "Turn your attention to the dash
panel. Nested there is one of our very best AM/FM
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stereo cassette players with a graphic equalizer. Close

new Prelude Si. Before there was only one Prelude.

by it you'll find the air conditioning controls.Overhead ~ Now there are two. Put your foot in it.

is the familiar power Moonroof. And beneath your
feet rests thick pile carpeting. Reach for the hood

release. Within its interior is a new 2.0 liter engine
with Honda programmed fuel injection. This is the

ri/o/n|D[A
ThePrelude Si




SUPER SYNCHRONICITY

We began this CRX2-revisited story with
some heavy bragging about the car’s es-
cape and evasion abilities. Fortunately,
now that testing and development are fin-
ished, we have the statistics to back up our
boast. How does a top speed of 143 mph at
the redline sound? (In truth, we clocked
147 mph at 6500 rpm, which is 200 rpm
past the recommended limit.) Would a 0-
to-60 sprint of 6.2 seconds and quarter-
mile bursts of 14.5 seconds at 95 mph pay
your rent? If not, we’ve got 0.82 g of cor-
nering power and a respectable 199-foot
70-to-0 stopping capability. Like our origi-
nal twin-engined thing, Super Synchro-
nicity will also wriggle its way through the
slalom course at 61.5 mph, or faster than
all but two of the thirteen “best-handlers”
we tested last year.

The most fun of all, though, is to exer-
cise this machine’s top-gear acceleration
on the freeway. Nalil the throttles, hang on
while the torque converters unlock and the
transmissions select a gear one or two
notches down, and peel your eyes for clean
pavement ahead. The CRX2 offers more
snap than a 928S from 30 to 50 and
enough acceleration to dust an IROC
Camaro from 50 to 70.

Yes, Super Synchronicity shoots when
you pull the trigger, but even more re-
markable, it’s a genuinely useful day-to-
day machine. The seats can be dialed to fit
your torso to a tee, the steering wheel fits
your hand like a glove without hiding the
instruments, and the Koni-damped ride,
though firm, is flexible enough to take
bumps in stride. The folks at Racing Beat
did a miraculous job of leaving squeaks
and rattles out of the car, and their cooling
system endured hundreds of miles of hard
running during a California heat wave
without breaking a sweat.

The sound systems are music to the
ears. The stereo entertainment from two
Accord engines exhausting through dual
Prima Flow mufflers and a quartet of
chrome pipes sounds for all the world like
a twin Beech on takeoff. There’s a low
drone as the engines drift in and out of
sync through the midrange, then a stirring
yowl as they race near their redlines. When
throttled back to cruising speeds, the eight
cylinders quiet down nicely, and it’s possi-
ble to conduct a conversation without
raised voices. As before, extended single-
engine operation is permissible if one is in
a fuel-saving mood.

Sony’s version of stereophonic high fi-
delity is also pleasant. The CDX-R7 does
nothing remarkable in the FM mode, but
when the source material is a compact disc,
you know you’re listening to some of the
best sound on wheels. The background
noise is nil, the music is crystal clear, and
the dynamic range is phenomenal. All
automotive disc players do have an |Achil-
les’ heel, however: sharp bumps occasion-
ally cause skipping. It won’t damage either
the player or the disc, but it does interrupt
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The capable Racing Beat crew turned our wacky idea into a well-oiled piece of machinery.

the entertainment. For the time being,
we’ll have to chalk this up as one of the un-
fortunate hardships of using laser-beam
sophistication in a cruel environment.
Sony is working diligently on solutions,
and it’s safe to assume that its engineers
won’t rest until one is found.

'If we’ve learned anything from this
project, it’s that the basic CRX is indeed a
remarkable design. We took an innocent
little car and dumped in both four-wheel

horsepower, and it came back asking for
more. Our hats are off to Honda for mak-
ing the CRX simple to start with, and to
Racing Beat for making the impossible a
smooth-running, well-oiled piece of ma-
chinery. Thanks to both of them, our zany
experiment will live out its days twisting
necks and zapping the unsuspecting: we’ve
placed the CRX? in the hands of a secret
L.A. agent who promises to keep the white
paint perpetually blurry and the exponent

drive and nearly three times the original | flashing. ]
Vehicle type: twin-engine, 4-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 3- AL LS oo B P Ce S R O e G 0o
door coupe Helght oo o v s vesinny st
CurbyWeIghIts . vaias wanoies i v

Sound system: Sony CDX-R7 AM/FM-stereo radio/compact-
disc player, XM-100 60-watt amplifier, 4 speakers

Weight distribution, F/R
Fuel capacity' (7 coss amiaines < sl duseisimas

ENGINES CHASSIS/BODY
Ty o e s e Accord SE-i 4-in-line, iron block and Type . ... unit construction with steel-tubing reinforcement
aluminum head Body material ................ welded steel stampings and
Displacement ....................... 112 cuin, 1830cc fiberglass-reinforced plastic
Fuel system .. ... . Honda PGM electronic fuel injection
Emissions controls. . ... 3-way catalytic converter, feedback SUSPENSION
fuel-air-ratio control, EGR Bl o sese ind, strut located by a control arm, torsion bars,
Power (SAE net) 101 bhp @ 5250 rpm anti-roll bar
Torque (SAE net) .. 108 Ib-ft @ 2500 rpm R s e mivisis ind, strut located by a control arm, torsion bars,
RedIIe . .o e et o ses s s wisioie e an S0 6300 rpm anti-roll bar
DRIVETRAIN STEERING
Transmissions.. . . . 2, 4-speed automatic with lockup torque VPO e sty wslon aie miaistelaiarels ialsiataiats wisleed
converter Turns lock-to-lock ......... e
Final-drive ratio ...............ccoviiiiiinann.. 3.88:1 Turning circle curb-to-curb
Gear  Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 2.38 7.0 44 mph (6300 rpm) BRAKES
] 1.56 10.6 67 mph (6300 rpm) ke 7.5 x 0.7-in vented disc
1] 1.03 16.1 101 mph (6300 rpm) 7.5 x 0.7-in vented disc
v 0.73 22.7 143 mph (6300 rpm) | Powerassist ...............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiia., vacuum
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES WHEELS AND TIRES
VENEEIBESE . vt o pieslbid ot whimsn/arsiad mios inarinta e Sparstis 86.6 in Wheel size 6.5 x 15 in
Track, F/R . . 56.5/56.5 in Wheel type MSW Type 5, cast aluminum
LBREIN (vix cocmss sibmmoiinis siomsiuteos bia sbews v/ v dasited 1439 in THTES 2 sty wnis B.F. Goodrich Comp T/A, 195/50VR-15
ACCELERATION Seconds BRAKING
Zeroto30mph ... ..o 2.3 | 70-0 mph @ impending lockup.............. 199 ft
A0mph . 3.4 | Modulation.................. poor fair good excellent
50 mph .. 4.6 Fade .... .. none moderatg heavy
s0moh... . 6.2 Front-rear balance ................... poor fair good
O0mph ... 00 o e .8.2 HANDLING
80 mph .. 105 Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad ............. 082¢g
Understeer.............. inimal moderate ive
Maneuverability, 800-ft slalom............ 61.5 mph
Top-gear passing time, 30-50 mph ............. S Cwmeme E 62 aBA
50-70 mph............... 4. Full-throttle acceleration .. 90 dBA
Standing Ya-mile................ 14.5 sec @ 95 mph 70-mph cruising. .. .. 79 dBA
Top speed (at redline). 143 mph 70-mph coasting . . .. 75dBA
e e
e

CAR and DRIVER



€ 1985 SEAGRAM DISTILLERS CO., N.Y. AMERICAN WHISKEY - A BLEND 80 PROOF

»

A chance to get away. Americans look forward to those moments. Moments to unwind.

Moments to enjoy the things you appreciate in life. And because mmmmamg\m 7 has always been part of that
enjoyment, you've made it America’s most popular whiskey for nearly 40 years. @V@
uu@

REMEMBER—ALL ARE EQUAL IN ALCOHOL CONTENT { 120z 8oz Doz




A world of flavorin a low tar.
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
Kings: 8 mg “tar," 0.5 mg nicotine—100's Reg: 10 mg

"“tar!"0.7 mg nicotine—100's Men: 9 mg "tar,"
0.7 mg nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Report Feb.'85.

That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.
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Small nder

At last, pocket-size radar protection.

Quite simply, PASSPORT is the
smallest superheterodyne radar
detector ever made —only 3%/’ tall,
23" wide, and 4%"" long. It fits your
pocket as easily as a cassette tape.

Small means
nearly-invisible protection

This miniaturization is possible
only with SMDs (Surface Mounted
Devices), micro-electronics com-
mon in satellites but unprecedented
in radar detectors. The result|is
exactly what you'd hope; high
performance in a low-profile package.
And the response is exactly what
you'd expect. The experts at Car and
Driver said, “In a word, the Passport
is a winner.’

The magazines report excellent
performance. More than early warning,
PASSPORT also provides a precise
measure of radar range. Simply turn
PASSPORT on and set the volume level.
At radar contact, the alert lamp lights
and the variable-pulse audio begins a

L

leave PASSPORT fully armed for the
next encounter. You get the complete
radar picture.

Small means
never having to go without

In PASSPORT, 102 SMDs (right) do the work of
ordinary transistors, resistors and capacitors.

slow warning: “beep” for X band radar,
“brap” for K band. Simultaneously a
bar graph of Hewlett-Packard LEDs
shows signal strength. A photocell
even adjusts the alert brightness to
the light level in your car.

Small means
the size of a cassette tape

As you get closer, the pulse
quickens and the bar graph lengthens.
And if you should want to defeat
the audible warning during a long
radar encounter, a special switch
allows you to “mute” the audio, yet

You can take PASSPORT any-
where: on an airplane to another
city, or to work for trips in the company
car. Just install on dashtop or visor,
then plug into your lighter. PASSPORT
keeps such a low profile, it can be
on duty without anyone noticing.
And PASSPORT comes complete with
a visor clip, windshield mount,
straight cord, coiled cord—even a
leather travel case. And we back
PASSPORT with a full one year limited
warranty.

Try PASSPORT at no risk. Call
us toll free to order When your
PASSPORT arrives, take the first 30
days as a test. If you're not completely
satisfied, return it and we'll refund
your purchase and your mailing
costs. You can'’t lose.

$295 (OH res. add $16.23 tax)

© 1985 Cincinnati Microwave, Inc.

PASSPORT

RADAR-RECEIVER

Call Toll Free 800-543-1608

Cincinnati Microwave
Department 100-003-C10
One Microwave Plaza
Cincinnati, Ohio 45296-0100



PREVIEW

Volkswagen

Scirocco GTX 16V

Sixteen valves and whadaya get?

® According to our pal Webster of dictio-
nary fame, “power” means, among other
things, “great ability to do, act, or affect
strongly” and “the ability to control oth-
ers” and “force or energy that is at, or can
be put to, work” and “‘a spirit or divinity.”
Well, boys and girls, there you have it: the
perfect definition of the new Volkswagen
sixteen-valve engine. It is a runner, all
sweetness and light underhood and un-
derfoot, a lighthearted, light-footed Hoo-
ver Dam among mini-motors.

At 1.8 liters and as much as 139 DIN
horsepower, this four-cylinder is slick and
smooth, torquey down low and strong up
high, revving for the stars with nary a shud-
der or a burp. (VW is also introducing an
emissionized, catalyst-equipped, lower-
horsepower version in Germany as a step
toward reducing pollution, with other Eu-
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ropean countries to follow.) The unfet-
tered Scirocco coupe, VW claims, will
whisk from 0 to 62 mph in 8.1 seconds and
press on to a 129-mph top speed, exactly
the sort of performance promised by four
featherweight, free-breathing valves per
cylinder.

Volkswagen’s sixteen-valvers are mus-
cling into the European market as new op-
tions in the Scirocco and the pocket-rocket
GTT hatchback. One of every three will get
the trick engine. Early next year, VW will
pop sixteen valves into the Scirocco as an
American option in a move aimed at
boosting its so-so sales here. Unfortunate-
ly, no sixteen-valve engines will be popped
into our hot-selling GTI until the 1987
model year.

The second-generation Scirocco has
never quite caught on. Sales are up, but it’s

still no ball of fire. Lacking the crisp styling
and agility of VW’s original coupe, the cur-
rent Scirocco has been doing the slow
shuffle while awaiting a heart transplant
that’s been a long time coming.

VW drafted its sixteen-valve engine four
years ago, but it was hidden away for addi-
tional research and development because
of changing emissions requirements and a
few durability problems. Early sixteen-
valvers apparently showed a preference
for popping like New Year’s balloons—
hardly the results you'd expect from a
company that had already sent seventeen
million similar engines into the world with
two-valve heads. The 1972 Audi 80 was
the first car to bear this basic engine, and
it’s been adapted to five- and six-cylinder
gas and diesel variations, several with tur-
bos. (As a parallel experiment to the six-
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If you think the best way to pay for college is to
E;tflt‘og for a few years and join the military, you're
night.

Because with the New GI Bill, you can join the
Army National Guard and get a guaranteed minimum
of $18,000 for college.

But best of all, you serve two days a month
and two weeks a year. Which means you can go to
school full-time. Right now. On us.

So the question you have to ask yourself is not,
can you afford college. :

The question is, can you afford to wait.

For more information about the Army Guard and
the New GI Bill, fill out the attached coupon and mail
it in. Or call 800-638-7600*

*In Hawaii: 737-5255; Puerto Rico: 721-4550; Guam: 477-9957; Virgin Islands (St. Croix):
773-6438; New Jersey: 800-452-5794. In Alaska consult your local phone directory.

give you the money for college.
- We also give you the time.

MAIL TO: Army National Guard, P.O. Box 6000, Clifton, NJ 07015

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP
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SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER BIRTH DATE
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OCCUPATION

STUDENT O HIGH SCHOOL 0O COLLEGE
PRIOR MILITARY SERVICE O YES ONO
BRANCH RANK AFM/MOS
THE INFORMATION YOU VOLUNTARILY PROVIDE. INCLUDING YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
WILL BE USEG FOR RECRUITING PUSPOSES ONLY YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
WILL BE USED TO ANALYZE RESPONSE TO THIS AD AUTHORITY 10USC-503

©1985 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AS REPRESENTED BY THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Americans At Their Best.




VW bevels piston edges (above) for clearance in
case sixteen-valver is buzzed past 7200 rpm.

. HOB'0L365

teen-valve design, VW turbocharged the
regular eight-valve engine, but it was nixed
in favor of the lesser complexity and ex-
pense of the normally aspirated sixteen-
valve layout. By withholding its turbo
work, VW may also be setting the stage for
a turbocharged sixteen-valve engine,
which could accompany a future move into
four-wheel drive.)

The new cylinder head is aluminum.
Dual overhead cams rotate in five bearings
apiece and operate the valves via hydraulic
tappets, which reduce noise and eliminate
the need for valve adjustments. A toothed
belt provides the primary camshaft drive,
though it is thicker and wider than the sim-
ilar part in a two-valve engine. VW tried
gearwheels to carry the drive to the second
cam but in the end decided to swap the
gears for aroller chain. The cams now turn
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more quietly and in the same direction.

Also new are three valve refinements:
tappets with slightly convex surfaces, slop-
ing cam contact faces, and 2mm offsets be-
tween the cams and the tappets, giving the
tappets and the valves a tendency to whirl,
reducing wear and improving the seal be-
tween each valve head and its seat. The
valve-seat rings are made of sintered metal
to combat the higher wear rates induced
by unleaded fuel. For heat dissipation, ex-
haust-valve stems are sodium-filled, an old
racing trick.

Engine freaks may be surprised by VW’s
unusual valve layout: its exhaust valves are
placed vertically, while the paired inlets are
leaned only 25 degrees from vertical. The
tight angle narrows the head for added
space beneath the hood. It also produces a
very compact combustion chamber, which

minimizes flame travel from the centrally
located spark plug. This in turn minimizes
the tendency toward knock and helps en-
sure complete combustion.

The compression ratio for all sixteen-
valve models is 10.0:1, requiring premium
fuel. VW’s fuel injection is by Bosch, K-
Jetronic for noncatalyst cars and KE-
Jetronic for catalyst models. (The “E” sig-
nifies the addition of electronic mixture
controls.) The injector nozzles have been
placed near the intake valves for improved
fuel atomization and easy starting. (Ever
thoughtful, VW also bevels off one side of
each piston face, so the exhaust valves
can’t hammer anything to bits if you over-
shoot the 7200-rpm rev limiter.)

In a move to speed airflow through the
engine, VW has tightened the intake tracts
from 50 to 41mm, filling the combustion
chambers more efficiently, thanks to the
careful tuning of ram effects and intake-air
resonance. The old eight-valver’s cylin-
ders are plumbed by 40mm intake valves
and 33mm exhausts. Despite smaller
32mm intakes and 28mm exhausts, dou-
bling the number of valves provides the
sweet-sixteen engine with a minimum
twenty-percent improvement in through-
put. Although the ratios for the first four
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Introducing the Bosch
There hasn’'t beenabreak
but you canfeel the

Compared to all the changes in cars since their invention,
the spark plugs that help power those cars really haven’t
changed much at all.

That 1s,until now.

gy, [ntroducing Bosch Platinum Spark Plugs. They’re

| not just new plugs. They’re the ultimate plugs.

1 B They’ll outperform conventional copper-
core plugs by far. At 0 mph or flat-out, in high
temperatures or cold.

'That’s because the combination of platinum
and our new extended insulator design results in
The 99.9% pure platimum conter 2. lOWET 1gN1ILION VOltage re-

@ clectrode plus our new extended insulator

design gives the Bosch Platinum plug a qUIrC ment and Wlder heat

*  wider heat range than any copper plug.

And the effective gap between 1its electrode range than the Copper or

and tip remains virtually unchanged . :
[ eiome nickel that’s found 1n

© 1985 Robert Bosch Corporation, Sales Group.




Platinum Spark Plug.
hroughlike this in125 years,
difference in seconds.

conventional spark plugs.
So at lower speeds,
Bl . where many plugs foul,
PLATINUM &N *™ new Bosch Platinum

ZP\ | o - Spark Plugs burn them-
T, il selves clean.

- And at temperatures where other

plugs might miss, the new Bosch Platinum Spark Plugs continue

to deliver full power.

You enjoy better starting and miss-free acceleration. Plus a
maintenance-free plug. And, because our new design affords the
spark better access to the air/fuel mixture, you save more fuel too.

Pick up a set today. There hasn'tbeen  The Ultimate Spark Plug,
a breakthrough like this in 125 years, but BOSCH

you can feel the difference in seconds.
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Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health.




SCIROCCO GTX

gears remain the same, fifth is shghtly
shorter for improved top-end punch. Suill,
top speed is up, thanks to the added power
and a higher redline. Furthermore, VW
says performance studies in all the gears
show acceleration improvements from 5 to
45 percent.

Aside from the graft-on magic atop the
engine, little work was needed to adapt the
basic design to the increased power. For
instance, Volkswagen found that its exist-
ing GTI oil pan was adequately baffled for
harder acceleration and cornering. Since
rotating and reciprocating components
are loaded more heavily in this engine,
though, it was necessary to lubricate them
with a greater volume of oil. By specifying
VW’s diesel oil pump, the engineers
upped the oil-flow rates by fifteen percent
over the normal GTT system’s. In addition,
special crankcase jets not only provide lu-
brication of the cylinder walls but also
squirt cooling oil against the underbellies
of the pistons whenever the oil pressure
rises above 30 psi.

Are there any drawbacks to all the
underhood wizardry? Well, yes. The new
distributor creates electrical interference,
so the radio antenna must perch at the
trailing edge of the roof. Then, too, the en-
gine weighs a bit more, as does the beefed-
up running gear that lets you apply the
higher performance. All told, the Scirocco
GTX gains 110 pounds, for a total of 2150,
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according to VW. For that penalty, you get
more nearly effortless straight-line perfor-
mance, semi-hokey side skirts and fender
flares, and a set of spoilers that supposedly
reduce rear lift by 30 percent. The GTX
16V Scirocco’s drag coefficient is un-
changed at 0.38, despite the increased
frontal area of the add-on skirts and flares.
At 0.35, the taller but more recently de-
signed GTI is clearly slicker.

As for additions to the Scirocco’s road-
going hardware, a reinforcing strut has
been added to the front suspension, and
the front springs have been stiffened to
offset the added engine weight. Brake
discs jump from 239 to 256mm in diame-
ter, and handsome 6.0-by-14-inch alloy
wheels wear the standard-equipment
185/60VR-14 tires. Power steering re-
duces the leverage previously required in
second-generation Sciroccos, and the

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 4-passenger,
3-door coupe

Base price (West Germany): $9800

Engine type: 4-in-line, iron block and aluminum head, Bosch
K-Jetronic fuel injection, catalyst-equipped

Displacemient «....c . cdbelan Sosdal 109 cu in, 1781cc

Power (SAE net). .. ...123 bhp @ 6000 rpm

RARSWUBEION 5% = i s il s woas 5 omia wib Sl 5-speed
WHOMIDREO - 1§ ' . coinii bor NS il rvasgp s b srare ....945in
0573 ) G M R A o W o SR M P A .. 1594 in
CUD Welght . oo cos oo v s iosiaisn s swaidpas 2150 Ib
Manufacturer’s performance ratings:

YR e v T e R AR SR e e 8.6 sec
FOD-SPRERE. S T e v s et

Fuel economy, European city cycle
steady 56 mph
steady 75 mph

Chosen over turbocharging, sixteen-valve head (above) fed by Bosch
K-Jetronic fuel injection (below) pumps 139 DIN hp from VW 1.8-liter.

. P ~

GTX goes down the road with much the
same assurance of most fwd Volkswagens.
Oh, every now and then a bump or bumps
will bring out a hint of steering tug or a
fender feint, but they serve mostly to re-
mind you that the spring and shock rates,
the suspension geometry, the supportive
seats, and the sport steering wheel are
working to keep things in hand.

In the States, Volkswagen aims to sell
4000 sixteen-valve Sciroccos the first year,
supposedly for not too much more than
the base version. In Germany, the full-
house GTX 16V jumps the regular GTX
from roughly $8900 to about $10,000.

Driven in the unhindered atmosphere of
Germany, the Scirocco GTX 16V and the
GTI feel quick and strong, but not outra-
geous. But then in Germany you're likely
to be accelerating from higher speeds,
where the effectiveness of those sixteen
busy little valves is being played off against
wind resistance. In the States, we’ll get less
power—probably 120 American horse-
power, versus 123 for the emissionized
German car—but a worthwhile gain of 20
hp over today’s U.S. engines. The in-
creases will add luster to the Scirocco’s im-
age, but we’ll be fairly foaming for a
chance at the roomier, more modern, and
better-suspended sixteen-valve GTI to fol-
low. Sixteen valves and whadaya get? An-
other day younger and a lot more hep!

—Larry Griffin
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Skimming the Surface

Rising above it all in Hoverstar, the atomic Cuisinart that walks on water.

® One has little choice but to agree with
Joyce Kilmer that only God can make a
tree. But even the Almighty, armed with
infinite power and wisdom, hasn’t hit any
home runs when it comes to developing an
effective amphibian.

In the purest sense of the word, amphib-
ians are coldblooded vertebrates like frogs
and salamanders that are capable of living
both on land and in water. In a broader in-
terpretation, ‘“‘amphibious’ applies to any
animal or object that can merely operate
on both land and water, like a duck or a
seaplane. But if you've ever watched a
duck walk or an Airmaster Avalon 680 try
to jump a wake, you know that both God
and man have a way to go before the ulti-
mate in amphibious versatility is created.

Not that man hasn’t done his damned-
est. (God, somewhat less pressed for time,
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hasn’t really messed around with the sub-
ject since the late Cretaceous period.)
World War II saw a spate of amphibious
efforts, notably the U.S. Army’s “Duck”
and the Wehrmacht’s four-wheel-drive
“Schwimmwagen,” both of which were
cursed with compromises. The Duck was
slow and unmaneuverable on both land
and water. The Schwimmwagen was ac-
ceptable on dry land but uncontrollable in
fast currents—and, with only its front
wheels acting as rudders, nigh unto impos-
sible to steer.

Undaunted, postwar Homo sapiens re-
mained convinced that a best-of-both-
worlds amphibian—a machine that could
run like a Ferrari on land, like a Cigarette
on water—was within his grasp. To sug-

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK KELLEY

gest that this goal has yet to be attained is
to operate in fathomless depths of under-
statement.

Nevertheless, man refuses to give up,
and it is in tribute to this spirit that we now
bring you the latest development in this
demanding field of vehicular technology.
It is, by coincidence, something of a home-
grown product, with headquarters near
our own cozy base in Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. The company is Hovertechnics, and
its latest deep probe into the dank and
mysterious world of amphibians is called
the Hoverstar.

Perhaps the best way to describe the
Hoverstar is to quote from the company’s
sales brochure: ““Take off in Hoverstar, the
newest, most exciting way to ride. Glide
over water, grass, snow, ice, or even mud.
Travel the snows of winter and skim the
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waters of a hot summer day. Hoverstar: a
thrilling new way to explore the great out-
doors, every day of the year.

“Go places a boat or snowmobile can'’t.
Hoverstar skims easily from land to
water—and back again. It treats terrain
gently too, leaving no wake over water and
no ruts on land. It can even fly over a car-
ton of eggs without breaking them!”

What we have here is a modestly sized,
civilian-model hovercraft. True to its text,
it will skim over all manner of terrain and
liquids. In keeping with the endemic limi-
tations of amphibians, however, it will
hardly delude the riders into thinking they
are on a magic carpet.

We met the Hoverstar on the shores of

Belleville Lake, one of the numerous shim-
mering freshwater bodies that dot the
great state of Michigan. The flashy yellow
machine had been trailered in by Hugh B.
Firminger, a genial transplanted English-
man and former trucking-industry execu-
tive. Firminger is convinced that small
hovercraft have a chance of becoming the
next great vehicular fad. To us, on the oth-
er hand, the Hoverstar on its trailer looked
more like a giant deflated medicine ball
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than a breakthrough in transportation.

Then Firminger laced his long, rangy
frame behind the handlebar controls and
fired up the 485cc, 46-hp Yamaha snow-
mobile engine. The air was filled with the
familiar, frantic rattle that makes the ex-
haust note of a two-cycle the punk-rock
sound of internal-combustion power-
plants. Next came a fevered, high-pitched
hum as the 36-inch, eight-bladed fan start-
ed to rotate in its housing. The Hoverstar
began a slow, agonizing levitation and slid
off its trailer like a giant, melting cowpie,
its nylon-neoprene skirts floating demure-
ly along the macadam. Firminger drifted
the machine down a nearby boat-launch-
ing ramp and onto the surface of the lake.
He then commenced a series of somewhat
ungainly maneuvers, pirouetting over the
ripples in a fog of light spray.

A few curious onlookers gaped at what
appeared to be a rogue inner tube cavort-
ing on their lake, then stepped back in
amazement as Firminger aimed the
Hoverstar at the ramp, lit up full power,
and, with the Yamaha roaring and the fan
howling, hit the beach at 30 mph. The odd
machine never flinched as it left the water,

and

skated up the concrete incline,
flopped to a halt at our feet.

And why not? The exquisite beauty of a
hovercraft, of course, is that it doesn’t trav-
el on actual surfaces, but rather on a cush-
ion of air. The man who perfected the hov-
ercraft, or ‘“air-cushion vehicle” (ACV),
was the Englishman Christopher
Cockerell, whose development in the late
1950s of a rubberized “curtain” to contain
abubble of air beneath a hull led to a series
of monstrous English Channel ferries ca-
pable of carrying vehicles and passengers
at over 40 mph. The United States and the
Soviet Union have both equipped their
armed forces with big ACVs (the Russkies
have some jet-powered landing craft
weighing more than 270 tons), and there is
an active hovercraft racing class in Europe.
But no hovercraft entrepreneur had at-
tempted to exploit America’s known vul-
nerability to nutball vehicles until
Firminger bought an existing British de-
sign and modified it to fit what he sees as
U.S. needs.

Firminger envisions a day when he’ll sell
four to five thousand Hoverstars a year,
mostly to hunters and fishermen seeking
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818-787-7
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Car and Driver’s
1985 ROAD TEST ANNUAL

Car and Driver’s Editors report on
1985's most popular cars. Detailed
test results on performance, han-
dling, comfort and economy. Com-
plete specifications and photos, too.
To order, send $4.95 ($3.95* plus $1.00
postage and handling) to:

Car and Driver Road Test Annual
P.O. Box 603, Holmes, PA 19043

*Residents of CA, CO, CT, DC, FL, IL, MA, Mi, MO, NJ
and NY State add applicable sales tax. Price outside
U.S. $6.00 postpaid.
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NOW YOU'LL
SEE AND HEAR
THE ROAD BETTER

Actual size — 3%” W, 17 H, 44" L

You enjoy

driving. Your radar
detector should watch the road, sound an
advance warning of lurking radar and
help maximize your driving pleasure.

Now when you buy the new Snooper
D4000 Advanced Radar Detection System,
you'll receive all this, and we’ll help you

Microchip filters
minimize falsing while the cigarette-lighter
power cord allows easy, plug-in dash or
visor-mounting.
You will enjoy D4000’s 30 day money
back trial and full 1 year warranty.
Maximize your driving pleasure while

see the road better with FREE Porsche- yog:gehear
style folding sunglasses! the road
In 1972 Autotronics created radar better.

detectors; was first to
have X with K-band and
super-het detection; and
now has the $149 D4000,
the newest in its line of sensibly-
priced radar detection systems.

D4000’s triple superheterodyne design
gives you the performance offered by
detectors twice its price. And, its superior
K-band sensitivity quickly detects
commonly used lower-powered police
radar signals.

Improved performance is also yours by
tuning your D4000 to the proper driving
environment with volume high/low and
city/highway switches.

Its geiger visual and audio alarms
protect you over hills, around corners,
from the front and rear, and provide
superb long-range, straightaway X with
K-band detection.

ORDER TOLL FREE

Credit card holders may call our toll free
lines. Order #SN226 for D4000. Or, send a
mail order or check for $149. U.P.S.
deliveryisincluded. Express delivery add
$15. Texas residents add $9 13 tax per unit.

In ean
1-800-527-4361 1_5-442-3574

SNOOPER®

Autotronics, Inc.
833 East Arapaho Drive

Richardson, Texas 75081
. & _§ 8 § |

to reach otherwise inaccessible regions
(especially ice fishermen, because such a
machine will zoom over soft, slushy ice that
won'’t support even a small child), as well
as fire and rescue teams, land surveyors,
and all manner of outdoor commercial and
industrial interests. For the time being,
however, the Hoverstar is being marketed
as a kind of two-man plaything, a device to
amaze your neighbors and instill envy in ri-
vals who thought they had everything. At
$6995 (canopy and trailer extra),
Firminger’s toy is a much cheaper way to
play one-upmanship than, say, a new
BMW. And have you ever seen a BMW
walk on water?

There the comparison must end, for
driving the Hoverstar is an experience for
which no ordinary land-based vehicle can
prepare you. It handles well enough on
level ground, as long as you remember
that its turning circle is probably larger
than your front yard. It has no brakes, but
quick stops are easily managed: just close
the throttle and the eight-inch cushion of
air goes away. Avoid sand and dusty sur-
faces, or the huge fan, which has a duct at
its base to divert some of its thrust under-
neath the craft, will blow up enough grit to
remind you of Rommel’s African cam-
paign. Remember too that the Hoverstar’s
hill-climbing abilities are modest, for the
obvious reason that it has no traction with
which to resist the pull of gravity; if you
stop halfway up a hill, you may not be able
to make it to the top without starting all
over again. The Hoverstar has no reverse,
so your only resort if you get into a tight
spot is to step out of the machine and haul
its 410 pounds around manually. Thanks
to its cushion of air, this can be accom-
plished rather easily by a two-person crew,
though the combined din of the engine
and the fan is so great that you will have to
shout or use hand signals to communicate.
Suffice it to say that the Hoverstar will en-
joy limited use among birdwatchers.

Driving a Hoverstar on water is a bit like
running a dodgem car on glare ice. Course
changes, such as they are, can be accom-
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HOVERSTAR

Most of the airflow generated by the Hoverstar’s 36-inch fan goes to the rear, providing
forward thrust. A duct at the base of the fan diverts some air downward, providing lift.

plished only by simultaneously turning the
handlebars, which control large rudders
mounted behind the fan, and leaning in
the style of a dirt biker or snowmobiler.
The Hoverstar then mulishly answers its
helm, drenching its riders as the outboard
skirts lift and the escaping air lathers the
water as if one were navigating ocean surf.
The noise is even louder on water than it
is on land. At full bore (about 35 mph) lat-
ter-day Don Quixotes will think they are
being assaulted by an army of berserk
windmills.

The Hoverstar seems best suited to run-
ning on ice and firmly packed snow. The

Manufacturer: Hovertechnics, Inc.
2514 Kimberly Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
313-769-9261
Vehicle type: 2-passenger hovercraft
Price as tested: $7330 (base price: $6995)
Engine type: Yamaha 2-in-line, aluminum block and head,
2x1-bbl Mikuni carburetors
Displacement .................coiiu.. 30 cu in, 485cc
PoWels . Lons i ... 46 bhp @ 6500 rpm

Propeller .. 36 in, 8 blades, ducted
Transmission . ... 2.84:1, belt drive
LEnEtt S b cnls s s dh koo b s e s 5 1500 in
Wiidtheele 1 o St e cah A L O BTl ca b 78.0in
L e S R R e S TRt i e e 58.0 in
Gurbiweisht cvr ot e St e B s ik 410 Ib
raaRRil et W set i SR T ekt & Ll CEE L 450 b
Manufacturer’s performance ratings:
Cruising speed,water .......................... 30 mph
a0 SN G AU B TR WS 25 mph
B8 5ol o st s b 50 mph
Fuel consumption............... 1.2-3.0 gallons per hour

OCTOBER 1985

less porous the surface, the less lift air is
lost; hence, the Hoverstar reaches its high-
est speeds on ice. In general, level,
straight-ahead movement is its forte,
whether on snow, ice, or smooth water.
(Make that smooooth. This craft will never
be confused with a deep-vee offshore
ocean racer.)

Are we on to something here? Is Hugh
Firminger about to become the father of a
new vehicular fad? Perhaps, but the
Hoverstar hardly seems a candidate for
mass popularity. There may, however, be a
place for it in the novelty-vehicle market.
In fact, Hammacher Schlemmer, the big
mail-order and department store, has list-
ed the Hoverstar in its current catalog, and
reportedly a number of sales have already
been made to customers deeply involved
in the can-you-top-this adult-toys game.
Firminger is also developing a camou-
flaged version of his craft for outdoorsmen
and hunters.

For all this we celebrate the arrival of the
Hoverstar on these shores but caution that
the search for the perfect amphibian goes
on. As someone once said, “If it walks like
a duck and quacks like a duck, it’s a duck.”
Likewise, if it roars like a Hoverstar and
floats like a Hoverstar, it’s a Hoverstar.
Nothing more. Nothing less. °
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GET THIS AUTOWEEK
TIMER FREE....
WITH A 1 YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION.

Perfect for timing motorsports, our timer
is yours Free just for trying AutoWeek.

The AutoWeek timer has a hand-
some black case with lanyard. It has reg-
ular or lap timing plus clock and alarm.
It's a useful, accurate gift that's yours
when you subscribe to AutoWeek.

If you really enjoy cars, motoring
and motorsports, AutoWeek is for you.
Published weekly, AutoWeek is always
first with all the news—cars, personali-
ties, products, racing, the industry.
AutoWeek brings it all to you right now!
No Risk Offer

Try AutoWeek at no risk. You may
cancel at any time and get a refund for
unmailed copies. Either way, the timer is
yours to keep.

To subscribe call:

1-800-331-1750,
Operator 158, Dept S

or use this handy coupon.

AutoWeek, 740 Rush St., Chicago IL 60611

Please enter my no-risk, 1 year subscription to
AutoWeek at just $23 (the basic rate).

Timer will be sent when payment is received,
or immediately if you order via charge card.

[0 New subscription (] Renewal

[(J Payment enclosed—rush my timer.

[J Bill me. (Timer sent on receipt of payment.)
0 MasterCard [J VISA

Acct # Expires

Signature

Name

Address

City
State Zip

(Canada and other foreign countries add $15 per year
for surface postage.)

1-800-331-1750
Ask for Operator 158 Dept S
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THE SPECIALITY I FLLE

Callaway Twin Turbo
a Romeo G

This one is fast and legal.

® The world of aftermarket specialty cars
and automotive speed parts is slowly en-
tering a new era. Caught between increas-
ing pressures on the murky automotive
gray market and the spread of state emis-
sions inspections, many of the current par-
agons of automotive achievement will
soon disappear. And we can’t say that we’ll
be heartbroken to see some of them go.
Not that we stand foursquare behind the
EPA regulations, but we’ve tested all too
many cars whose low-tech emissions de-
vices have weakened their performance,
compromised their reliability, and encour-
aged their owners to remove them and risk
running afoul of the law. In this day of so-
phisticated engine-management systems
and computer controls, compliance and
performance need not be conflicting goals.
Our point is well made by a special Alfa
rRomeo GTV6 modified by Callaway
Turbosystems of Old Lyme, Connecticut.
The Alfa’s stock 154-bhp, 2.5-liter engine
has been transformed into a hyperthyroid
state by the addition of twin turbochargers
and intercoolers. The resulting 230 bhp
can hurl the Twin Turbo Alfa from 0 to 60
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mph in a mere 5.9 seconds and slingshot it
through the quarter-mile in 14.3 seconds
at 98 mph. (In comparison, the standard
GTV6 we tested last May reached 60 in 8.2
seconds, the quarter-mile mark in 16.1 sec-
onds at 82 mph.) Top speed is limited to
140 mph by the 6300-rpm redline (a 10-
mph improvement), though the engine
will willingly pull well past that figure.
That’s enough performance to let the
Twin Turbo Alfa keep pace with some of
the quickest cars in the country.

But the key difference between this car
and most similarly modified machines is
that the Alfa won’t get its builder into trou-
ble with the EPA. The Callaway people
have taken great pains to pacify the gov-
ernment by maintaining a clean exhaust
while generating this elevated power. As
hard as this is to achieve technically, it’s
even harder to achieve officially, because
the emissions bureaucracy has no formal
procedures for certifying aftermarket en-
gine modifications. Callaway’s engineers,
however, went the extra mile to demon-
strate to the EPA that their car was clean
and their hearts were pure.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK KELLEY

The first step was to design a turbo sys-
tem that preserved the stock emissions
controls yet still worked double time to
pump out the ponies. Generating the pow-
er was the easy part. A maximum of 10.0
psi of boost is produced by two IHI RHB5
turbochargers, one mounted beside each
of the V-6’s cylinder heads. The two tur-
bos inhale through the Alfa’s stock Bosch
L-Jetronic fuel-injection system, and each
blows its compressed output through a
BMW 318i throttle body into an air-to-air
intercooler. The two intercoolers are
welded to a plenum chamber above the en-
gine that feeds the stock intake runners. A
Callaway Microfueler is connected to each
throttle body to supply the additional fuel
demanded by the engine’s voracious appe-
tite during high-boost conditions.

A fabricated stainless-steel exhaust
manifold feeds and supports each turbo-
charger. Downstream of the turbos, the
exhaust gases are directed to the original
catalytic converter and exhaust system via
heavily insulated plumbing. The insula-
tion is very important because it retains the
heat needed to warm the catalyst quickly to
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operating temperature (a critical require-
ment in the EPA’s cold-start emissions
test). This plumbing also houses the stock
oxygen sensor, which keeps the air-fuel ra-
tio in the optimal range for the catalyst.

The only internal change is a reduction of

the compression ratio from 9.0 to 7.6:1,
which was accomplished by disassembling
the engine and trimming the piston
crowns on one of Callaway’s numerically
controlled milling machines.

Since all of the stock fuel and ignition
calibrations are unchanged and the emis-
sions components operate normally, the
turbocharged engine runs very much like
the standard one until the boost comes in.
Consequently, it has no problem passing
the emissions tests. The difficulty was in
proving it to the government.

To avoid any suspicion of tampering,
Callaway contracted with an EPA-ap-
proved laboratory to perform the work.
The lab started by installing the turbo con-
version on a new GTV6 and accumulating
the 4000 miles required for normal EPA
certification tests, following an approved
driving schedule. The car was then run
through an emissions test, and the results
were compared with those of a standard
GTV6. That meant dealing with emissions
considerably lower than the nominal stan-
dards, because production cars are engi-
neered with allowances both for the deteri-
oration of their emissions controls over
50,000 miles and for car-to-car variability.

The Twin Turbo Alfa produced no more
emissions than the stock car, and the entire
process was carefully documented for sub-
mission to the EPA. Because there is no of-
ficial procedure for aftermarket modifica-
tions, the EPA did not formally certify the
car. However, the agency did agree that
Callaway’s approach provides a reasonable
basis for assuming that the emissions con-
trols of his Twin Turbo Alfas have not been
tampered with. For prospective owners,
what this means is that the EPA is not likely
to come down on them, and that their Alfas
should be able to pass state-run emissions
tests with flying colors. The one fly in the
ointment is the California Air Resources
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Board, which has its own procedures. Since
California is such a large market, Callaway
is now hard at work on satsfying the
CARB'’s zealous air police.

One reason for these extensive compli-
ance measures is that Callaway intends to
sell the cars through Alfa Romeo dealers.
In fact, the program was initiated by Alfa’s
American distributor in mid-1983 to give
the company’s flagging U.S. sales a shot in
the arm. The original intention was to sell
the car as a regular Alfa model, but this
plan was scuttled by the parent company in
Italy, which was uncomfortable with the
notion of a modified car being sold under
its banner. Instead, Callaway Turbosys-
tems is buying the cars wholesale from
Alfa, modifying them, and then marketing
them through selected Alfa dealerships as
Callaway Twin Turbos.

Still, the Alfa connection bestows a cer-
tain legitimacy on the project. At Alfa’s be-
hest, two of the modified engines were run
through the factory’s standard 200-hour
dynamometer durability test, and five pro-
totypes have been flogged mercilessly to
uncover any weaknesses. And, just like any
proper new car, each Twin Turbo comes
with a warranty; supplied by Callaway, it’s
good for twelve months or 12,000 miles.
Furthermore, each dealer will be required

to buy three cars at a time to prove that its

interest in the Twin Turbo is serious.

Such practicalities may reassure a poten-
tial buyer, but the sale will be clinched by
the marvelous engine. The beauty of this
turbo transformation is not only the enor-
mous power it yields but also the ease with
which that power is generated. Boost is
available as low as 1500 rpm. By 2500, full
pressure is huffing on the piston crowns, so
constant shifting isn’t needed to keep the
engine on the boil. This characteristic com-
bines with the low standard gearing to give
the Twin Turbo the feel of a sprinter: it
seems ever eager to run faster. Even in fifth,
throttle response is virtually instantaneous;
a driver could make a convincing case that a
5.0-liter V-8 is under the hood.

Indeed, there are few visual clues to the
contrary: the standard hood bulge has been
replaced by a bold hood scoop to feed the
intercoolers, subtle pinstripes adorn the
car’s flanks, and the rear side windows carry
“Callaway Twin Turbo” logos. Inside, the
only giveaway is a boost gauge under the
dash. Our test car was also equipped with
optional BBS three-piece modular wheels,
205/55VR-16 Goodyear Eagle VR tires,
and a rear spoiler.

Even though the changes are minimal,
the GTV6 chassis has little trouble dealing
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stealth technology
breakthrough

stealth
technology

The latestin STEALTH TECHNOLOGY
innovation using advanced aerospace
circuitry.

ENVADER was specifically engineered
as anunlicensed amateur radio transm-
itter operating in the X and K band

OPERATION OF THE “ENVADER™ IN THE NOISE MODE MAY
COMPLETELY BLANK RADAR UNITS FOR DISTANCES OF UP
TOTWO MILES CAUTION MUST BE USED SOAS NOT TO CAUSE
INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT OF SPEED LIMITS

DESIGN RELIABILITY

ENVADER is designed around two separate transmitters one
for X and one for K band. The two Oscillators are precisely
hand-tuned for each Band and all critical components are
“burned in" for 24 hours. The circuitry is engineered to
withstand the high temperaturesof the sun as well as sub-
freezing weather

APPEARANCE and CONTROLS

ENVADER is engineered in a black anodized aluminum
case that is just 2" high and 6” wide. The POWER ON indicator
light is photoelectrically dimmed to preserve your night
vision. an in-line meter tests indicates last stage transmission
check of each band

ENVADER™
ASSEMBIBTIUINN oy % e o o 66 =1 vt oo 50 s ot I $379.C0
(N.Y. State residents add appropriate tax)

To order your unit send: Yourname. complete |shipping
address.daytime teiephone number. and a check or money
order payable to

Automotive Qutfitters Inc

96 WEST OLD COUNTRY ROAD
HICKSVILLE. NEW YORK 11801

VISA. MASTERCARD. AMERICANEXPRESS
buyers include card number and expiration date

TO ORDER. Call toll free: N.Y. State residents:
1-800-ENVADER (516) 433-8740

F-------------------------1

CONFISCATED;

CARS
GREY MARKET IMPOUNDS

Buy Porsche, Z-car, Ferrari, Mercedes,
Vets, BMW, etc. Most makes available.
Also yachts, speedboats, vans, motor
homes, 4-WDs, cycles, trucks, and
planes. Buy for own use or for profit.
SAVE §$1000’s. Direct from U.S.
Government at ridiculous prices.
Automobiles are seized by IRS, FBI
and Drug Enforcement Agency and
sold to the public for as low as $200.
This opportunity is available in ALL
STATES.

To obtain a buyers kit for your area and
other necessary information, send your
PRINTED name and address and
$10 to:

National Center for
Seized/ Confiscated Goods
Suite 106-500 Dept. DC10
4200 Wisconsin Ave. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20016

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK OR

MONEY ORDER FOR $10 "

. PRINT
Address
City
State Zip

TWIN TURBO ALFA

with the newfound 76 bhp. One reason is
the traditional Alfa understeer, which helps
keep the car from getting twitchy when the
boost comes in. With 230 bhp on hand,
though, tail-out drifts are inevitable if you
keep your foot down. Fortunately, the big
Goodyears break away and recover pro-
gressively; they improve cornering grip as
well, from the stocker’s 0.75 g to 0.79 g.

The steering effort, however, is a bit heavi-
er, and the Twin Turbo doesn’t track as tru-
ly over rough pavement as the stock car.
Only at slow speeds does the chassis
lose out to the boosted engine. A heavy
foot in a tight turn will light up the inside
rear wheel. A hard launch will produce so
much wheel hop that you’ll think the dif-
ferential is being hammered through the

Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2+2-passenger,
3-door coupe

Price as tested: $27,234

Options on test car: base Callaway Twin Turbo Alfa Romeo
GTV6, $23,994; BBS 3-piece wheels and Goodyear Eagle
VR tires, $2095; leather interior, $750; rear spoiler, $395.

Standard accessories: power windows, A/C, tilt steering,
rear defroster

Sound system: none

Track, F/R ..o 54.0/53.2 in
Eengn| i sy cowin i wesenes s sssie 2 2 . 171.2in
WHEH. < oo s i
Height............

Frontal area

Curb weight

Weight distribution, F/R.................... 51.2/48.8%
FUBlCADAOIY: - o oriv g sunisy va s v wlensas 17.0 gal
CHASSIS/BODY

YD i v uicests sl weeiigs Samn s sy unit construction

Body material welded steel stampings

INTERIOR
ENGINE SAE volume, front seat 44 cu ft
Type ....twin-turbocharged and intercooled V-6, aluminum rear seat 31 cu ft
block and heads UK SPECEL (v s we aieysiiom sroassiun 7 cu ft
Bore x stroke ........... 3.46 x 2.69 in, 88.0 x 68.3mm Front.Seals ;.. . v co-c: bucket
Displacement .- k- covin i caeeebiz sa 152 cu in, 2492cc Seat adjustments .. ... . fore and aft, seatback angle
Compression ratio ...........couiieniiineiinnanns 7.6:1 General comfort ................. poor fair good excellent
Fuel system ............... Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injection Fore-and-aft support ............. poor fair good excellent
Emissions controls. .. .. 3-way catalytic converter, feedback Lateral SUPPOrt... oo vunes oo vanawns poor fair good excellent
fuel-air-ratio control
TUFDOCRBEREYS’ ot sasiviin o Suadnss Saseroms 2, IHI RHB5 SUSPENSION
WESIEGalBS.. oo v smnbiinmovmistsmte slbiariie win seh integral B cociers et i ind, unequal-length control arms, torsion bars,
Maximum boost pressure....................... 10.0 psi anti-roll bar
Valvegear .............. belt-driven single overhead cams R qesess suveuns de Dion rigid axle integral with 2 diagonal
Power (SAEnet).................. 230 bhp @ 5500 rpm trailing arms, transverse Watt linkage, coil springs,
Torque (SAEnet) ................ 245 |b-ft @ 2500 rpm anti-roll bar
REAHNE <o occionie s i s e oieieince s wisvers wia 6300 rpm
STEERING
DRIVETRAIN TYPE s 50 w89 5% o5 Sisimioraie sinm/atsiia b sliis o
TXARSMIBBION. <L s wriaveas o sisiataiale STEastsAts s 5-speed Turns lock-to-lock 5
Final-drive ratio ................ccoiiiiiiiiinn.. 4.10:1 Turning circle curb-to-curb ...................... 32.8 ft
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.50 5.0 31 mph (6300 rpm) BRAKES
U} 1.96 8.9 56 mph (6300 rpm) | e i S SN 10.5 x 0.9-in vented disc
1] 1.26 13.8 87 mph (6300 rpm) g 9.8 x 0.4-in disc
v 0.95 18.3 115 :mph (8300 ' rpm). | POWErAssISt ..o o i nuime s swmisisicis v s sio ki si vacuum
\% 0.78 22.3 140 mph (6300 rpm)
WHEELS AND TIRES
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES Wheel size ...........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiinnn.. 7.0x 16 in
b L e e e 94.5 in TUrES i oo svimcn e s Goodyear Eagle VR55, 205/55VR-16
ACCELERATION Seconds HANDLING
Zeeote 30 mph - .o 0 el L 2.0 Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad ............. 0.79g
A0 mph-cs ol S e 3.2 Understeer.............. minimal moderate excessive
B0 mph . il loes e e 4.3
ol mph . L GeE s - S 5:9 COAST-DOWN MEASUREMENTS
ZOmph il e i e 75 Road horsepower @ 30 mph .................. 5 hp
SOmph, ol P o S e = 95 S0mphys oo 13 hp
Q0mph o di s 12.2 omphr i v 31 hp
100 mph ... il 149
Top-gear passing time, 30-50 mph . ... .. .- BO FUEL ECONOMY
SO-70-mph.. . o ltoivan o 6.1 ERPRcity driving ...l
Standing Ya-mile 14.3 sec @ 98 mpl EPA highway driving . ..
Topispded 0 L aee s SRllEEE 140 mph C/Dobserved: .o il i hordie
BRAKING INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
70-0 mph @ impending lockup.............. 179 ft | e e e e R = 53 dBA
Modulation. poor fair good excellent Full-throttle acceleration.................... 79 dBA
Fade: - ol ARoE s none moderate heavy Z0.mphicrdising. . .. U0l o o 73 dBA
Front-rear balance ................... poor fair good 70-mphcoasting ... ... .0 L il o 72 dBA
=

r-----------—----------—--------
T o o o o o o o o o G B
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floorpan. The stocker also suffers from
both problems, but they warrant extra care
with the Twin Turbo.

Under most conditions, though, the
Twin Turbo GTV6 is no more demanding
than the standard car. Preserving the en-
gine calibrations has also preserved the
Alfa’s nontemperamental nature, and the
turbo car need not be driven in the fire-
breathing mode at all times. That’s impor-
tant, because the Twin Turbo is meant to
be a real car, not a hyperexpensive week-
end toy. In fact, the basic car will sell for
Jjust under $24,000, and even a heavy op-
tion load will add only another three grand
to the ticket. That’s not cheap, but it’s in
the ballpark with the strong-selling
Porsche 944 and Chevrolet Corvette.

The Callaway people hope that this Ital-
ian-American alternative to Porsche and
Corvette will draw enough customers to
meet their sales goal of between 100 and
200 cars a year. We do too, not only be-
cause we'd like to see a couple hundred
more interesting cars in the world, but also
because this car’s success might encourage
the legal approach to the high-perfor-
mance business. And that would enhance
the chances that cars like this will still be
allowed into the market in the years to
come. —Csaba Csere

OCTOBER 1985

BEST COIL CORD

This is it: The V. Polak Co. COIL
CORD you've heard about.
Keeps your radar detector neat,
easy to use and store.

Compact black 10-in. power
cord stretches to 32 ft. But
snaps back to original size at any
temperature, thanks to SUPER
MEMORY plastic covering.

Molded 90°plug is reinforced
and cigarette lighter plug is fused

Visa and MasterCard order lines open M-F, 9-5, PST. Or send check or money order to:

V. Polak Co., 2211 NW. Raleigh St., Portland, OR 97210

for long life and extra protection.

ALSO: The V. Polak Co. wind-
shield suction cup BRACKET
makes your detector portable and
easy to hide when not in use.

COIL CORD: $14.95.
BRACKET: $17.95. (prices
postpaid). Order now:

1-800-547-1788

(in Oregon, 295-0733)

Huge Savings from America’s
#1 Sheepskin Manufacturer &

Custom Tailored Sheepskin Seat Covers
Custom destgned specially for your car
from superb 1 3/8"" Super Plush or 1"’ thick
premium pelts. Over 1000 patterns for
imports and domestic cars. Available
in 13 colors.
CUSTOM SEAT COVERS HEADRESTS
. 1""Thick $149¢a. $34.50ea
1.3/8" Plush $179a. $39.50¢a

Rolls Royce, Recaro, Sport seats,
Cadillac and bench seats a

little higher. (Shipping $5)
24 Month Warranty

ing Discount Boutiques.

Contour-fit Sheepskin Seat Covers
A hand-tailored, form-fitting cover cut from
premium 7/8"" thick sheepskin pelts gen-
erously covers your backrest and sittin
sections. Attaches to the seat with
perfectly matching web-stretch that
covers entire back of seat. Available
for bucket seats in six colors.
Lowback reg.$79 NOW $65 ea.
Highback reg. $89 NOW $69 ea.

Offer expires 10-31-85

24 Month Warranty

(Shipping $5)

DashMats
Protect your car’'s dash from direct sunlight and
winter cold. Avoid cracking vinyl, peeling leather and
bubbling of expensive wood finishes. Custom designed
from dense low-pile carpet in 14 colors for most
every car's dash. Reg. $55 NOW only $49
(Shipping $5)

Offer-expires 10-31-85

= fMotor
She

JI L
«\??1 i

FACTORY DIRECT SHEEPSK!N

5466 Complex St. #203cD105

San Diego, CA 92123 el il 619-569-8111

TO ORDER, OR FOR
FREE COLOR CATALOG
CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-854-1500(0utside CA)
1-800-542-6300(in cA)

Alaska & Hawaii call collect

Protect-a-fit Car Cover
Bumper to bumper protection for your car with this
poly/cotton universal fit cover available in 6 sizes
and 3 different colors . . . green, blue and tan.
Water-repellent and mildew resistant.

FREE storage bag included.
Sizes up to 15’57 only $49
156” up to 19 only $59

(Shipping $5)  Offer expires 10-31-85

MOTOR SHEEP DISCOUNT BOUTIQUES:

S0. CALIFORNIA NO. CALIFORNIA
Tarzana (818) 708-9977 Sunnyvale (408)735-1981
Sherman Oaks (818)907-9009 ARIZONA

Pasadena (818)449-7388 Phoenix (602)234-0814
Torrance (213)370-8533 Scottsdale (602)994-0676
Santa Ana (714)542-3955 Tucson (602)747-9777
Costa Mesa (714)540-6007
San Diego (619)569-6971

TEXAS
Dallas (214)696-2400
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Our seéuriiy specialists
protect the doorway to the future.

There’s a lot of responsibility when you're You’ll also like the Air Force way of life:
working in Air Force security. You'll be protect- thirty days of vacation with pay each year, more
ing what’s valuable today like the F-16, the C-5A than $570 a month to start and educational oppor-
and the SR-71. And you’ll also be protecting tunities, including 75% of your tuition paid for
what’s valuable for America’s future. further studies.

As a high school graduate, you can train to be Aim High. Secure your future in the Air
an Air Force security specialist or qualify for training Force. Visit your Air Force recruiter today or
in one of more than 200 other Air Force technical  call toll-free 1-800-423-USAF - =
specialties like Aircraft Maintenance, Engineering  (in California =
Assistant, Communications or Electronics.
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SHORT TAKE

Mercedes-Benz 380SL

Driving in a material world.

® No matter how many times you see one
whipping down Sunset Boulevard, a
380SL always seems like a hallucination.
The whole idea of a Merc convertible is
nuts. All of us know what Mercedes-Benz
stands for in the Eighties, and the SL just
doesn’t fit in. It’s pure self-indulgence. Yet
the world’s foremost maker of fine sedans
sends America about 9000 SLs every year.
Maybe the Benz boys have a sense of hu-
mor after all.

The two-seater tradition at Mercedes ac-
tually dates back many years, to sporting
legends like the SSK and the 300SL. When
the modern counterpart first rolled off the
production line late in 1970, it also aspired
to heroic stature, and in 1973 the revised
450SL earned recognition as the Europe-
an Car of the Year. Subsequent years have
diminished its performance credentials,
however. The original high-output iron-
block V-8 has been replaced by a 3.8-liter
alloy V-8 calibrated for torque and fuel
economy. The 205/70HR-14 Michelin
XVS tires apply dated technology to the
problem posed by the SL’s prodigious
3580-pound curb weight and its semi-trail-
ing-arm independent rear suspension.
Our test-track results show that total
adhesion isn’t very competitive by modern
standards, sporting or otherwise. In brak-
ing, the tires are assisted by a Bosch anti-
lock system, and the 191-foot stopping
distance we measured from 70 is a
respectable performance. However, the
0.72-g skidpad limit spots the 380SL em-
barrassingly low in the two-seater pecking
order. In addition, the SL'’s lift-throttle-
oversteer tendencies make fast driving
somewhat spooky.

Yet as the SL has evolved from a sport-
ing automobile to a luxury car, its desir-
ability has increased. The SL inspires a
kind of worship among car watchers; in-
deed, it’s one of the most recognized auto-
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mobiles in America. It is thought of as a
lightweight, personalized Mercedes, a
high-fashion convertible, the perfect ex-
pression of speed, sex, and sunshine.
Americans have always been in love with
this sort of sports car, from the Cord 810
to the original Corvette and Thunderbird.
If GM designer Harley Earl were alive to-
day, he would see in the 380SL the look he
spent his whole life trying to capture, from
the La Salle to the Eldorado show car.

Naturally, a car like this risks self-par-
ody, and it’s easy to imagine the SL exclu-
sively in the hands of doctors’ wives and
silver-haired Palm Springs smoothies.
Mercedes’ demographics do in fact show
that the SL has a higher percentage of both
female and single owners (with an average
income of $112,000) than other Benzes.
Nevertheless, this car’s appeal cuts across
all age and income groups. Ask any regular
guy and he’ll tell you that this is the
Mercedes he wants.

The reason is simple to understand.
First of all, regular guys figure that anyone

PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK KELLEY

who can afford a $45,000 two-passenger
car has transcended the mundane con-
cerns of everyday life. You can’t picture an
SL owner wondering whether the cash ma-
chine is going to spit back his bank card for
insufficient funds. More important, people
perceive real value here, a depth and a sub-
stance not found in boy toys like the
Ferrari 308 and the Porsche 911. Women,
including our own Jean Lindamood, find
its full-bodied shape and wide stance on
the road irresistible. Like a Rolex watch,
the SL is large, ungainly, too gorgeous,
and ridiculously overpriced, yet it con-
notes uncompromising standards. We're
living in a material world, after all. A
Ferrari or a Porsche tells people you've
beaten the system and made a big score;
the SL shows the world you’ve turned the
system to your advantage, and that the end
of your wealth is not yet in sight.

There’s no doubt that the 380SL. makes
you feel good-as it goes down the road.
Generous suspension travel takes the sting
out of the bumps. The engine furnishes
plenty of thrust throughout the rpm range.
The anti-lock braking system ensures that
even unskilled drivers can stop short in
emergencies. Top speed with the hard top
in place is an impressive 118 mph (and
supposedly higher with the soft top, which
cuts the Cd to 0.41). The SL is not exactly
agile or fast, of course—it lurches away
from stoplights, and it squats and dives an-
noyingly in rapid maneuvers—yet it has a
marvelous sense of pace, that uncommon
ability to shrink distance at remarkable
cruising speeds without mussing your hair.

The SL wo:’t even muss your hair when
you put the top down. It folds out of sight
beneath the huilt-in boot with minimal
monkey motions, and the cockpit is almost
free of turbulence as long as the windows
are up. When it’s in place, the soft top fur-
nishes a taut, quiet cocoon at speed. And if
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manufacturer of auto uerodynamvc r
accessories, has expanded their unique X1
Systems for imported and domestic cars.

Featuring wind tunnel tested front and
rear spoilers, side skirts and rear skirt, the
X1 System is a complete aerodynamic
package specially designed to combine
styling and fuel economy.

Exact fitting Kamei components are
made of DUROKAM? a hghfwe:ghf yet
durable copolymer material that is easy
to install and paintable.

Kamei's full range of wind tunnel tested
accessories are E.PA. and TUV approved
for safety and efficiency.

Give your car a personal touch with the
Kamei X1 System.

ACT NOW...Send $3.00 for colorful catalog, jacket emblem, and decals. Kamei

KAMEI USA, INC.

X1 System available direct, retail price is $884.00. Kamei USA, Inc., P.O. Box 426,
North Haven, CT 06473. Dept. CD-10-85

300 Montowese Ave. Name

North Haven, CT 06473  Address

203/777-6676 City
State

Zip

KAMEI - the leader in aerodynamic technology

*POSTERSN~,

Big beautiful color AA GRAPHICS

posters of your favo- P.O. Box 75239
Dept. CD-7
Seattle WA 98125

rites, 20" x 28" or
l larger, $4.00 each.

N B BN B B B 0 6 .

—Corvettes 54-84 ___ Jaguar XKE's
Aston Martin  _Lamborghini Blackl

B svw-m1 —__Lamb. Collage
—Cobra 427's — Lamb. Reflection
— Corvette —Lamborghini White

___Ferrari 308GTSi
—_Ferrari 512BB
l_Ferrari Daytona

___Ferrari GTO —Porsche Gold

__Ferrari Testarossa___ Vector Black .
. Lamborghini64-84___ Vector Red l
[ TOTAL Posters x $4.00 =
l Postage & Handling

RUSH Airmail - Additional $2.50
I [ catalog $1.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED (no c.o0.d.’s)

—Porsche 930 Black
—Porsche 930 Blue
—Porsche 944

$1.50 l

Name
Address

v
]
‘ City State  Zip '

~---------
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INTRODUCING

“MIGHTY MAC"”’

He Attends to Every Detall

A complete line of car care
products totally integrated for
perfect bonding.

Each PAC contains 8 oz. each of

Wheel Cleaner
PreCleaner & Polish

Vinyl & Tire Dressing Polishing Cloth
Application Cloth Sil./Tef. Paint Sealant

THE MIGHTY MAC PAC 53‘{
Shipping & Handling
FLResidentsAdd 5% . ...........
TOTAL. . ... T SR T AL

MasterCard O VISA O Check O Money Order O
Or call TOLL FREE (800) 448-0444
In Florida (800) 342-3426

TS S
|
|
I
Name |
i
I
{
I

Silicone Car Wash
Chrome Polish

Address

Credit Card #
Expiration date

Mail to: Mighty MAC
913 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Winter Park, FL 32789

MERCEDES 380SL

you can afford an SL, you can afford one of
those aftermarket block-and-tackle setups
for your garage to help you install and re-
move the heavy hard top. As a convertible
the SL is an impressive lick. The structure
is solid and tight; you can hear it flexing oc-
casionally, but there’s none of the creaki-
ness evident in the Corvette.

Yet as much as the SL represents well-
built goods, the symbol of living in a mate-
rial world, we worry about its place in the
automotive scheme of things. As a perfor-
mance car the SL simply fails to deliver: in-
deed, it’s cursed with some inner mechani-
cal inertia that resists speed. Even a frank
SL imitation like the Honda Prelude is
more fun to drive. The SL also makes in-
gress and egress difficult at best, and, once
you're inside, you'll find little interior
space. Moreover, details like a giant steer-
ing wheel that still manages to obscure
parts of the instruments, a seatbelt that
chafes your shoulder, and a seat with little
lateral support or adjustability underscore
the thoughtfulness shown in the design of
such alternatives as the Volkswagen Cabri-
olet. Too often the SL simply reminds us
how much better we like newer Mercs, like
the 500SEC.

Some might say that modern standards
of performance and space utilization must
not be important to SL buyers; otherwise
Mercedes would have addressed the issue
long ago. But that explanation has the ring
of an excuse, and we’re not accustomed to
excuses from this car company. Mercedes-
Benz has always stood for a certain incor-
ruptibility, a certain regard for standards.
That’s why it’s so disturbing that the SL
has begun to lose its moral fix on automo-
tive values. As much as we enjoy driving it,
we can’t help suspecting that we might be
aiding and abetting the cause of an emper-
or with no clothes.

For 1986 the SL will get a new high-out-
put V-8, some significant styling alter-
ations, and a rear-suspension fix. Perhaps
then the SL will have the soul it needs if it’s
to remain the Mercedes-Benz that Ameri-
cans long for. —Michael Jordan
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Vehicle type: front-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 2-passenger, 2- BRI o 2 i srimmmien: om wvimg s sa e R e s Sl 50.8 in
door convertible Frontal area 20.5 sq ft
Ground clearanCe . - < coivvs v s smians s s o B3 5.2in
Price as tested: $45,273 CUrD WEIBNE . - ooinic chinniaios s vinons o svimamses s 3580 Ib
Weight distribution, F/R
Options on test car: base Mercedes-Benz 380SL, $43,820; Fuel capacity ...............
leather upholstery, $853; gas-guzzler tax, $600. QICAPACINY . i v v wrioniis m v saraias wos s sodiuiiion sie wes
Standard accessories: removable hard top, power steering, CHASSIS/BODY
windows, and locks, A/C, cruise control, rear defroster BPPRY - incnio . w3 vk o5 SRR S5 9 unit construction
Body material . .. ... welded steel and aluminum stampings
Sound system: Becker Grand Prix AM/FM-stereo radio/
cassette, 2 speakers INTERIOR
SAE volume, frontseat ................ovnennn 47 cu ft
ENGINE trunk space . ... Ko ..:. Feu ft
WY 5,55, it ebBoRens pon sinn V-8, aluminum block and heads Frontseats ..............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn.n. bucket
Bore x stroke ........... 3.46 x 3.11 in, 88.0 x 78.9mm Seat adjustments ............ fore and aft, seatback angle,
Displacement ....................... 234 cu in, 3839cc rear height
Compression ratio ..............ooiueeiiineann.. 83:1 General comfort ................. poor fair good excellent
Fuel system ............... Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection Fore-and-aft support ............. poor fair good excellent
Emissions controls. . ........... 3-way catalytic converter, Lateral support.................. poor fair good excellent
feedback fuel-air-ratio control
Valvegear ............ chain-driven single overhead cams, SUSPENSION
hydraulic lifters A e ind, unequal-length control arms, coil springs,
Power (SAE net) 155 bhp @ 4750 rpm anti-roll bar
Torque (SAE net) 196 Ib-ft @ 2750 rpm N ind, semi-trailing arm, coil springs, anti-roll bar
ROANAG . ¢ o.osvoe vnwninions v mivimmis mis oip smigsmn wen sc mim 5500 rpm
STEERING
DRIVETRAIN EYPIO waiuvscoivievin smremicncn wiake recirculating ball, power-assisted
Transmission .. .......ouveneennennan.. 4-speed automatic Turns lock-to-lock ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn. 3.2
Final-drive ratio .. .......cccenss vn snsvain cavanas 2.47:1 Turning circle curb-to-curb ...................... 34.3 ft
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max. test speed
| 3.68 8.1 45 mph (5500 rpm) BRAKES
I 2.41 12.3 68 mph (5500 rpm) Bl i sl muniesis v wemin st e iy 10.9 x 0.9-in vented disc
n 1.44 20.6 113 mph (5500 rpm) B e A PN R L U 11.0 x 0.4-in disc
v 1.00 29.7 118 mph (4000 rpm) Power assist ........ hydraulic with Bosch anti-lock control
DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES WHEELS AND TIRES
WhealDASE ©n s o - v voliian v oo Sihrairs s w0 siinlars 96.9 in Wheel S1ze oo Tn i v mdsmia oo sea s 2015 6.5 x 14 in
Track, F/R ... 57.2/56.7 in Wheel type........ . i o visimisien s s o cast aluminum
LONEH coviinins si ute v vennie s s ey e S 180.3 in TIPS o e S S e o e e Michelin XVS, 205/70HR-14
WY o conioio s shincsiion o siamosieie st < Aiedi ass. Sia istaiira 70.5 in Test inflation pressures, F/R.................. 32/36 psi
ACCELERATION HANDLING
Zero to 30 mph - dholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad ............. 072¢g
40 mph . Understeer .............. minimal moderate excessive
50 mph . ‘
60 mph . COAST-DOWN MEASUREMENTS
70 mph . Road horsepower @ 30 mph
80 mph . 50 mph ..
90 mph . 70 mph
100 mph
| Top-gear passing time, 30-50 mph. .. B FUEL ECONOMY
. B50-70mph.......... . 7.4 EPAcitydriving .. ... ... .. ... 16 mpg
- Standmg */‘-mue ............... 17.6 sec @ 78 mph | EPA highway driving ........ .. 18 mpg
Topspeed . 0L . 118 mph C/Dobserved ... ....... .. ... ... . .. 16 mpg
f . INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
| BRAKING idie ... L 47 dBA
70~6 mph @ impending lockup........... ... 191 ft | Full-throttle acceleration -
| teiieio..... . poor fair good excellent 70-mph cruising o
........ ...... hone moderate heavy 70-mphcoastmg L a0 dBA
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* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk
Buy Your Car
Direct From Europe

Save up to $20,000*

1986 European Tax-Free Prices:

MERCEDES 300 D $16,995
MERCEDES 500 SEL $28,288
MERCEDES 500 SEC $32,230
MERCEDES 500 SL $33,799
FERRARI 308 GTSi $40,980
PORSCHE 911 Carrera Targa $23,900
JAGUAR XJ6 $18,490
AUDI 5000 S (U.S. Model) $13,970
BMW 325E (U.S. Model) $17,290
SAAB Turbo 16 (U.S. Model) $14,690
VOLKSWAGEN CABRIO (U.S. Model) $ 8,940

$ 9,995

$ 8,540
$ 7,980

VOLVO 240 DL (U.S. Model)

TOYOTA CRESSIDA
HONDA PRELUDE

Shipment from Europe $490-970

+ We import over 800 models of all major
foreign manufacturers, incl. 48 models of Mercedes,
21 models of BMW, 38 models of Audi.
* Both U.S. and European Specs available.
« An incredible selection of options and colours.
» Low mileage quality used, antique and
classic automobiles also available at substantial savings.
« Leasing and financing available for qualified individuals.

For complete 160 page catalogue,
detailed information on purchasing procedure,
price list of over 800 models, conversion requirements
for non-U.S. models, and order form, send $39.85 to:

EMAR INTERNATIONAL**
1 Penn Plaza, Suite 3300
New York, NY 10119
For Visa, MC and AmEx orders
call 212-714-0600
Money Back Guarantee

* Off Mfg's Sugg. Retail *
** Member of AICA

*****************

‘liACK ISSUES

AVAILABLE...

bR b B R b 2B 2B 2B 2B 2B 2B 2P 2B b 2B b b 2B 2k b b b b b b 2B b 2B 2B b 2 2B b 2B 2 2

b b b 6k Ok Ok b b Ok 6 2k b bk Xk Ok %k % Ok b Ok X F %k Ok Ok b Ok Ok Ok Ok b b X % Ok %

If you've missed any of the previously
published issues of Car and Driver
Magazine a wide selection is still
available. Copies may be ordered for
issues published during the past 12
months. In the event a particular issue
ordered is out of print your payment
will be returned promptly.

Order by mailing $5.00 per copy
(postage & handling included) to
Car and Driver, P.0. Box 603,
Holmes, PA 19043.

(Outside U.S.A. copies are $6.00 each.)
Please be sure to enclose payment and

identify the specific issues you wish
to receive.
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CHAIVIPION.

THE SPARK OF SUCCESS
IN FORMULA ONE.

In the world’s leading form
of racing, the world’s leading
spark plug is the overwhelming
favorite.

It is used by more Formula
One teams than any other spark
plug.

And since the advent of
modern-day Formula One rac-
ing in 1950, Champion has
sparked more victories than any
other brand.

The skill and technology it
takes to make a spark plug for
the Porsche-built TAG turbo
engines used by McLaren is the
same skill and technology you’ll
I find in the Champion Copper
coonyvear L Plus® spark plugs we make for
your car.

Be it a Ferrari, Lotus, Corvette,
Honda, Renault, Mazda, Buick,
or whatever.

Because when it comes to
world-class performance, most
teams in Formula One will tell
you: “Nothing sparks like a
Champion.”

S ————— -
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st ... 00
b

[ Srtrny Flayer Spec
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CHAMPION

NOTHING SPARKS
LIKE A CHAMPION

The Lotus team, with Renault turbo engines, is sparked by Champion. ©1985 Champion Spark Plug Company+Toledo, OH 43661-0001




SHORT TAKE

PHOTOGRAPHY. DAVID DEWHURST
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Nissan Stanza

Nothing to sing about.

® Who knows what might turn up in a quick
trip through the plain-vanilla, family-
sedan end of the automotive spectrum?
Witha little luck, there might just be an un-
discovered Accord or a closet GTI hiding
among the ranks of the underachievers. It
was with such a hope in mind that we re-
quested a refresher course in the Nissan
Stanza during its fourth (and last) season
in its current configuration.

When the Stanza first came to America
in the fall of 1981, it carried several crucial
missions in its portfolio. It was the lead en-
try in the Datsun-to-Nissan name-change
game and also the company’s first serious
attempt to build a reputable front-driver.
Nissan’s future depended on a fair share of
the rapidly growing compact class, so the
Stanza was shipped here to divide and con-
quer such mainstays as GM’s J-car fleet,
the Rabbit and the Jetta, and a horde of
other Japanese cars. It was and still is a
straightforward design, following the the-
ory that if ordinary K-cars could save the
whole Chrysler Corporation, a K-car in a
kimono ought to be able to make some
headway for the Nissan nameplate.

Today, the Stanza is even starting to re-
semble Chrysler’s K-models, with styling
so discreet that it borders on the invisible.
The three-box body was added during the
1984 model year; changes for 1985 in-
clude the addition of a high-roof wagon
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(C/D, August), the deletion of the three-
door hatchback, and a switch to aero-style
headlamps. The basic chassis has been left
alone, though the two-liter, single-over-
head-cam engine was blessed with elec-
tronic fuel injection last year.

In spite of the nine-horsepower shot in
the arm that fuel injection contributed, the
test-track record shows that the Stanza is
slowing down a bit in its old age. What was
once a ten-flat zero-to-sixty machine now
takes 11.2 seconds to amble through the
mile-a-minute barrier. The engine feels
enthusiastic and brimming with torque at
2500 rpm, but growl and groan set in by
5000 rpm, and there’s little point in rev-
ving past the 5200-rpm power peak. In
light of this situation, Nissan has installed
tall gearing to keep the motor purring soft-
ly most of the time: it takes only 2700 rpm

Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger,
4-door sedan

Price as tested: $10,914 (base price: $9549)

Engine type: 4-in-line, iron block and aluminum head, elec-
tronic fuel injection

DISPIGCEYNONT ... i viin satnieinsi oo 120 cu in, 1974cc
Power (SAEnet).............c.ouuun 97 bhp @ 5200 rpm
TeanSIISBION . o vonsicnme duaononsn s Sras savess 5-speed

WPBOIBASE (:5oiv. 1o coovaiorsiiloin lomn idtam sissessiaieloliare;sinloss 97.2in
CONEINY - ros e a0 ... 1734 in
Curb weight........... .... 2480 1b
2610 10/ 60MPh - - o civivioictsivin isienvecnrvimmsisiaesteisnie 11.2 sec

Standing Ya-mile . ......
Top speed ..........
Braking, 70-0 mph.....
EPA fuel economy, city d o
C/D observed fuel economy .................... 22 mpg

to pull you down the road at 75 mph in top
gear. Unfortunately, the tall ratios and a
curb weight that has crept up by 150
pounds since the five-door was introduced
add up to lackadaisical acceleration. (The
Accord with fuel injection is only twenty
pounds lighter but will run to 60 mph in
9.9 seconds.) .

More’s the pity, the original chassis is ill
equipped to handle the additional mass.
The Stanza has always had a pillowy-
smooth ride, but now there’s insufficient
damping to quell float over pavement
swells at high speeds. Some brake fade was
evident during our stopping-performance
tests. Handling has never been the Stan-
za’s strong suit; although the rear suspen-
sion feels better-controlled than ever, the
steering response is still awkward. Initial
tugs at the wheel are met with an indiffer-
ent, rubbery feeling. Then, once you've
convinced the power-assisted rack-and-
pinion you really do mean business, the
body heels over suddenly and the car turns
more eagerly than you expect. Understeer
starts early and builds so quickly that there
is no such thing as a hard-cornering, taut
line in this car. The Stanza never feels
unsafe—even when you jab the brakes at
exactly the wrong time—but it’s also never
enthralling to drive.

The most entertaining part of the car is
the interior. The instrument cluster is one
of the most legible sets of needles and
numbers money can buy. The radio and
heater control knobs are large enough to
be operated by humans, unassisted by
small pointed objects.

The four-door comes in but one trim
level—a premium lining if ever there was
one. You get comfy seating, visor vanity
mirrors for both the driver and the passen-
ger, two storage bins for each front door
(one is neatly hidden in the armrest), deep-
pile carpeting, velour upholstery, a six-
speaker, electronically tuned stereo with
cassette, and a nifty power sunroof. A par-
tridge in a pear tree would feel right at
home here.

In fact, the easiest way to improve the
decor would be to leave a few things out.
We could do very nicely without the tiny
pits in the velour that give the upholstery
that factory-blemished look, and we’d cer-
tainly relieve the door panels of two or
three of the six textures with which they’re
decorated.

It should be crystal clear that we’ve iden-
tified nothing more than a basic family se-
dan here. In tuning the Stanza to appeal to
the broadest-possible audience, charisma
is the casualty: there isn’t a road-burner
bone in this car’s body. Fortunately, we
won’t have to wait long for Nissan to take a
serious stab at solving that shortfall: a
Stanza replacement will be here before
you can say Jack Sprat. If the new car
doesn’t have its sights fixed on the Accord
and GTI leaders of the pack, woe be unto
the Nissan nabobs. —Don Sherman
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FOR SALE

AUDI

EXCLUSIVELY AUDI 5000. Largest supply of used, re-
built, and OEM parts. Shokan Coachworks (914) 657-8049.

COBRA

IMAGINE me owning the car that left me spellbound.
COBRA, today's hottest machine with timeless beauty,
speed, attention and enjoyment. Now $10,000 can buy you
the ultimate sportscar. Compare! Send $3.00 for litera-
ture. Shell Valley Motors, R.R. 1, CD, Platte Center, NE
68653. (402) 246-2355/5775.

CORVETTE

CORVETTE SALES/SERVICE/PARTS/REPAIRS/RES-
TORATIONS: New/used Corvettes bought/sold. Home of
VETTE BOND - Corvette bonding and repair agent. Cata-
log $2.00. Corvette Specialty Center, Route 52, Walden,
N.Y. 12586.(914) 778-5213.

FIAT

Fiat Lancia

Owners Rejoice! éa

Our giant Bayless Fiat Lancia World catalog is

120 pages full of spare parts and accessories for all
Fiat models: Spider 2000/Pininfarina/124 Spyder/Coupe/
X 1/9/Bertonel/131 BravalStrada/128/1500/1200/1100/850/
600/500 and all Lancia Beta models: Coupe/Scorpion/
Sedan/Zagato/HPE. While other companies delete
parts for older models we increase our coverage.

New Fiat Lancia World Catalog: $4 (Int’l: $10)
/\ PARTS HOT LINE:
B % (404) 422.6274
’“73/ Vi Phone & Char, e(i! witg
lastercar
‘a,,c,.a

Visa or

1377H Barclay Circle
Dept. C

Marietta, Ga.
30060-2927, USA

/5

WA 1N

ek Heighis, ] 07604

PORSCHE

PORSCHE 911 WEBER CONVERSIONS AT BARGAIN
PRICES! We are the original manufacturer and offer you
the highest quality and lowest prices. Plus full guarantee
and same day shipping. Send for FREE money-saving
facts: PMO, 135-17th St., Santa Monica, CA 90402.

PORSCHE 914/924 SPECIALISTS. We warehouse acom-
plete new/used parts inventory, including the largest 914
selection in the nation. 34-page illustrated 914 or 924 cat-
alog $3. Automobile Atlanta, Dept. CD, 504 Clay Street,
Marietta, GA 30060. (404) 427-2844; 427-2654.

EUROPEAN PORSCHES 930, 911, 928. Excellent condi-
tion, air, full power, and leather. Priced to sell. Ron Tyson
Wurzacker St. 1-D, 7000 Stuttgart-Plieningen, West Ger-
many. 011-49-711-457-9154.

JAGUAR

ENGINE CONVERSIONS: JAGUAR—XJV8 small block
$856, big block (includes headers) $1195, V12, XKE V8
$945, V6 TR7 ROCKETS $745, V8—Z CAR & more! 100%
bolt-in complete kits plus illustrated instructions. “Re-
hauled” power racks $350 exchange, “retrofit” trick rack
bushings $45./set, cures, tips, leftovers, etc. Big square
mirrors $65, Jaguar rebuilt water pumps $65 exchange.
“BROKEN KITTY” catalog $4.00 (refundable). JOHN’S
CARS, 300 Jaguar Lane, Dallas, TX 75226. (214) 426-4100.

Welsh
Jaguar
Enterprises,
Inc.

The American Connection
for Strictly-Jaguar Spares
UPS & Air Fght. Daily
FREE BROCHURE

223 N. 5th St., P.O. Box 413
Steubenville, OH 43952
(614) 282-8649

JAGUAR SALES, SERVICE, RESTORATION and PARTS.
Our specialty XK’s, 120’s, 140’s, 150’s, and E types. Send
$3.00 for 45 pg. log. Classic Aut biles, 765 New-
ton Way, Costa Mesa, CA 92627. (714) 631-1393.

EUROPEAN CARS

HAVE WE GOT A CAR FOR YOU! 1000's of fine domestic
and foreign cars for sale by owners. Excellent selection.
No commission. The Jarcom Report will give you direct
access to the right car for you. For more information, call
our toll free numbers: 1(800) 527-6232 Nation wide, 1(800)
428-9990 Florida, 594-4204 Miami.

EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE AUTO

AN IMPORT SERVICE

Specializing in Luxury and Performance
EUROPEAN CARS

Phone: (201) 865-8257
Telex: 219340 PRES UR

| |
i |
I 4901 Bergenline Avenue |
| West New York, NY 07093 |
| |
| |

|

YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE. But if you do it right, once is
enough. CHARIOTS OF DESIRE. Mercedes, BMW,
Porsche, Lotus, Jaguar, Ferrari. Exotic cars, not exotic
prices (215) 766-7676.

Mercedes Benz, Porsche, BMW, Jaquar ¢ IMPORTS
CONSULTANTS e Let us advise you on the importation of
your European automobile. For free consultation, please
call Andrea (215) 766-7481.

IMPORT IT YOURSELF! 100 page manual give inside de-
tails, more!!! Now only $19.95 Nanco, Box 30041, Phoe-
nix, Arizona 85046.

DOUBLE DECKER open topped bus. Ideal for publicity,
mobile showroom, motor home or RUN. Superb condi-
tion, color of your choice. Spares available. $1,450 C.I.F.
East Coast.—Brown, POB 12, Chepstow, Gwent, G.B.

HONDA

HONDA/GRX

CRX intercooled turbos, body kits and suspen-
sion mods. Performance parts for other Honda
models also available. If you want parts you can
count on, count on us.

15601 Producer Lane Dept. M
Huntington Beach, CA 92649 (714) 895-5493
Complete Catalog $4 U.S., refundable with purchase.
Not legal for sale or use in California or any pollution
controlled motor vehicle.

HONDA PARTS ..... Mugen Parts. Largest stock of Honda
parts on E. Coast. Call for Mugen competition parts cata-
log. $3.00 refunded with first order. Bernardi Honda (617)
651-3033 Toll Free 1(800) 258-1565. In New Hampshire
1(800) 462-1422. 521 Worcester Road, Natick, MA 01760.

FERRARI

| ‘o P A~
[ onle 2 ¢
Saraoglops:e
L)
Ferrari 308 GTSI. Tinted acrylic sunroofs.
See what you've been missing.
Now available at

your Ferrari dealer or call direct
(518) 877-8588

SARATOGA SUNROOF CORP

MORGAN

MORGAN 1965 drophead coupe. Navy, Connally hides,
Wilton carpets, Chrome wires. LHD. Not driven since total
restoration. National concours winner. Exquisite. $20,000/
firm. (404) 588-1300 (days).

MGB

MGB OWNERS. Quality parts, affordable prices and per-
sonal attention are the winning combination! Send $3.00
for our catalog (refundable). THE MG SURVIVAL CENTRE,
Box 276 (CD), North Chelmsford, MA 01863. (617) 937-0795.
Mon-Fri, 7pm-10pm; Sat. 8am-noon.
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RENAULT

ines, Parts, Accessories, Hi-Perfo

GORDINIS, ALPINES, LOTUS EUROPAS
MATRA, LE CAR, FUEGO, RS TURBO, 18Ti
SPECIALIZED IN OLDER MODELS
P.F. ENG., Box 39472, L.A., CA 90039
(818) 244-2498-List (Specify model) $1.

SAAB

SAABS A LOT—NEW/USED PARTS. Shipments Any-
where! Swedish Auto, 1051 26th Street, Oakland, CA 94607.
(415) 834-6765.

MAZDA

MAZDA ROTARIES

Racing Beat's updated technical manual/catalog is now
available. Nearly 100 pages of competition and street proven
tips, plus quality performance parts: including suspensions,
intake/exhaust systems and more. Discover the rotary’s
potential from the fourteen year leader in rotary development.
Send $6.00 plus $2.00 for shipping to Racing Beat, Dept. CD-3,
1291 Hancock St, Anaheim, \m:
CA 92807 714/779-8677 P | = T=0C ol

TR3

1960 TR-3 NEEDS RESTORATION. Reasonably priced.
Looking to sellimmediately. Lucille Russell (313) 559-2428.

MERCEDES

BENZ PARTS LTD.

MERCEDES PARTS

DISCOUNT PRICES ON FACTORY OEM AND ACCESSO-
RIES. For quotes call (404) 564-3036; when ordering call
1-800-631-9578.

VOLKSWAGEN

to find those “Hard to Find” parts
for your Bug, Bus, GhiaorType 3 in
our all new 100-page catalog. It’s
packed withWindowRubber,Plastic
Parts, Seat Covers, Door Panels,
Convertible Bow Replacements,
Tops, Padding, Boots and much,
much more...
Order Yours Today! Send $3.00 to:
WEST COAST METRIC, INC.
Dept. C, 2323 W. 190th St.
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
Call: (213) 376-9852

MISCELLANEOUS

World'’s finest SUNGLASSES
Ray-Ban, American Optical, Zeiss,
Porsche Carrera, Logo, Vuarnet, f
Gargoyles, Neostyle & others. Glass
or plastic lenses, polarized lenses,
special lenses for driving, single-vision prescription glasses, large
inventory, replacement parts, fast delivery & money back-guarantee.
Send $1.00 for discount catalog & ‘Consumers guide to sunglas-
ses’. Our 18th year in business. ~ Call 1-512-847-2177, or write to:
HIDALGO SUPPLY COMPANY, INC.

POB 1390, Wimberley, Texas 78676-1390

Dept. 7,

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, custom designed club pins
medallions, ribbons. Free info: NDI, Box 66653, Marietta
GA 30065.

PORSCHE OWNERS!

P.B. Tweeks has
everything you need for your|
Porsche—all in one incredible catalog.
Over 6000 hard-to-find items for all models
of Porsche. Order your copa/ today. Only
$4.00 (refundable) or $15.00 foreign.
P.B. TWEEKS, LTD. Dept. CD

4410 N. Keystone, Indianapolis, IN 46205

6767 Peachtree Indust. Blvd. Unit H, Norcross, GA 30092
I 3301 Hill St. Unit 408, Signal Hill, CA 90806

BY OWNER
13,000 VEHICLES

LUXURY - CLASSIC - SPORTSCARS
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES
No Commissions
AUTO OWNERS M.L.S.
(800) 327-9630 or
(305) 462-2524

427 SC COBRA KITS. ($4999) factory direct. In stock for
immediate delivery. For more information phone (813) 887-
5885, or send $2.00 for product literature to EVERETT-
MORRISON MOTORCARS, 5137 W. Clifton St., Tampa,
Florida 33614.

PORSCHE OWNER
GOODIES

The famous Automotion
Catalog. It just gets
better every time. Now
over 125 pages of acces-
sories, styling and per- v .
formance kits, restoration and tune-up parts. Flus
the latest books, posters, models, clothing, and
boutique gifts for Porsche owners. Send $4.00
today, refundable. Check, VISA, MasterCard.
3535C Kifer Road, Santa Clara, CA 95051
(408) 736-9020

HYDRO-THERM
INTERCOOLER

SYSTEMS

ADVANCED AIR/WATER INTERCOOLER—20%+ horse-
power gain -3X more flow area-280ZX, 300ZX Turbo sys-
tems-Information $3.00. AUTOQUIP, 230 So. State,
Geneseo, IL 61254. lllegal in California (309) 944-5716.

NEW 1985! R-5 TURBO |l. European Spec. Cars ready for
shipping. $12,500. U.S. legal 17,750. Save with EXPORT
SALES, 4021 N.E. Breakwater, Jensen Beach, FL 33457.
(305) 225-0406.

PLEXISHIELD™ is a new product
on the market that protects and
restores vinyl, rubber, plastic, and
leather and keeps it looking wet
(not sticky or greasy). 12 years of
testing has proven it will revol-
utionize how YOU protect your fine
automobiles.

PLEXISHIELD ™

SIMPLY THE BEST

(for 16 o0z.)
send $9.95
plus 2.69 shipping to: PLEXISHIELD ™

4 Box 19239
C.0.D.’s accepted Cinti., OH 45219

Smile, scofflaw “The seat belt T-shirt”. Wht-red-yel-turq,
S,M,L,XL $8.00 TX-SHP.INCL. SEND Chk or M.O. to LOR-
DUN P.O.B 12, Seacliff, NY 11579.

AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE WANTED: 1900-1970. | buy
automobile sales brochures, manuals or any literature
pertaining to automobiles. Walter Miller, 315 Wedgewood
Terrace, DeWitt, NY 13214. (315) 446-6644.

WANTED: AUTO BUYERS

MR. BUYERS, WOULD YOU LIKE A IMPORT, DOMESTIC,
LUXURY, CLASSIC, SPORT OR RV? WE MAY HAVE WHAT
YOU WANT, SOLD BY OWNERS. NO COMMISSION. LET OUR
COMPUTERIZED SERVICE WORK FOR YOU. SAVE TIME,
SAVE MONEY. CALL NATIONWIDE LISTINGS.

STEVE BASS
(800) 386-1090
YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID.

THE SAXON. This handcrafted reproduction of the 1962
Austin-Healey is now available for immediate delivery.
Choose from front or rear engine design; as a kit or fac-
tory built. Classic Roadsters, Ltd., 1617 Main Ave., Fargo,
ND 58103. 1-(800) 437-4342.

THIS MAGAZINE IS
AVAILABLE IN MICROFORM
DIRECT INQUIRIES TO:

MICRO PHOTO DIVISION

BELLe HOwELL

OLD MANSFIELD ROAD
WOOSTER OH 44691
Contact Christine Ellis
Call foll-free (800) 321-9881

In Ohio, call (216) 264-6666 collect

ALFA-ROMEOS OUR ONLY INFATUATION! Quality Parts/
Accessories, Ereminas Imports, P.O. Box 1214 D, Torring-
ton, CT, 06790. (203) 496-9800.

DO IT WITH YOUR IBM. Don't pay a mechanic unneces-
sary $'s. TROUBLESHOOTER—ONE/MISER ME-
CHANIC. A complete user-friendly answer to car problems.
Fault tracing by system, symtom, repair and maintenance
tutorials. Pay only $69.95. 30-day money back guarantee.
Send check or money order to: EXPERT/WARE, INC., 16
West 16th St., N.Y.C 10011.

OCTOBER 1985
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“Cover” yourself in gloryl

CAR=DRIVER | The picture of
YOUR your choice on
PHOTO your favorite
HERE nmagazine cover!

Your picture will be professionally enlarged and
sized to fit, then printed on sturdy laminate stock to
simulate the actual cover of the magazine you select.

You'll also receive a heavy lucite frame smtahia for
wall mounting.

——— e Sw S S G GHN TGS NS s S w— -~

Choose from any of these fine magazines

[ Skiing [] The Runner

{] Popular (] Modern Bride
Photography [ Boating

[ Flying [ ] Yachting

[] Sterec Review {1 Car and Driver

[1 Cycle ] Backpacker

Send any size color photograph clearly focused to:
FOTOZINES, P.O. Box 747, Windermere, FL 32786.
Specify magazine choice—$19.95 for one cover,
$14.95 for each additional cover, plus $2.00 each for
postage and handling. Send check or money order.
VISA/MC—include #, expiration and signature
(Florida residents add 5% sales tax.) Pfease aﬂow
three weeks for delivery.

NAME

EXP. .

VISAMC

DATSUN Z RUST PROBLEMS? Replace rusted front frame
rails and/or floors with easy to install kits. Save time, save
money, save your Z! AUTO RUST DOCTORS, 2728 Dover
Road, Dept. CD, Bamber Lake, NJ 08731. (609) 693-1631.
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ELECTRONICS

HOT WINDSHIELDWASHER FLUID!!
Use less fluid & help your driving safety in winter.
Only $19.95 and 10 minutes to install.

IN SUMMER—Hot fluid works faster and uses less fluid to
save money. IN WINTER—Hot fluid removes ice & snow
while driving for added safety. Guaranteed not to harm
windshield. Use your credit card by mail or phone us at:
HAPI Sir George Square, Route 654, Pennington, NJ 08534
“Li’l Hotshot” (609) 466-2992 “Li’l Hotshot”

Don’t buy until you’ve checked our prices. Most major
brands in stock. Call JDK Electronics toll free through-
out continental U.S. 1(800) 321-6441. Ask about our best
price policy. Mastercard-Visa.

CARENTHUSIASTS! French crafted, all wooden replicas.
For a catalog send $1.50 to BBE, Box 175, Peabody, MA
01960.

MADE IN JAPAN
AUTO ACCESSORIES - AUTO S8PORTS EQUIPMENTS

UNIQUE, FUNCTIONAL QUALITY PRODUCTS.
ENON-SLIP PEDAL COVERS FOR
BRAKE, CLUTCH, & ACCEL.
WSHIFT LEVER BOOTS AND SHIFT
KNOBS FOR MANUAL/AUTOMATIC.
WPILLOW BOOTS. HEAD REST.
WAERO PARTS KIT.
BMRACING WEARS, & ACCESSORIES.
MBODY & FENDER PROTECTOR. ETC.
10 GET FREE BEAUTIFUL CATALOG
SEND YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO AUTOLOOK CO . LTD
1015 S.PACIFIC COAST HWY, REDONDO BEACH, CA., 90277
(213)316-4679 DISTRIBUTORSHIPS AVAILABLE

ROLEX WATCHES—Hewer, Breitling, Porsche, Tudor,
Ssiko, Chronosport, Lassale. Authorized dealer. (800) 26?—

2499, in Michigan (616) 343-8069.

DUPONT PAINT SEALANT WITH TEFLON NOW AVAIL-
ABLE! Same as available at new car dealers costing $2-
800. $39.95 Kit cleans and shines 4 cars. Write or call for
ordering and information. East Coast Custom, 32nd St. Caf
Wash, Brigantine, NJ 08203. (609) 266-9102.

$100 REWARD IF WE CAN'T BEAT ANY PRICE IN THIS
MAGAZINE, merchandise must be in stock. Huge product
selection. Mid-Fi to state-of-the-art. This month’s special,
Sony D-5 disc player $229.00. SSD (201) 575-8910.

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE on radar detectors. BEL 834s or
Whistler Spectrum $193, Fox Vixen, Il $177; also GUL,
COBRA, FUZZBUSTER, UNIDEN and more. Video and
audio tape BASF TIZO $4.37 each, TDK or Maxell T120/
L750$4.75 each, minimum 10 tapes, plus Memorex, Kon-
ica, FUJI and Scotch. VCR’s, CB’s, Car Stereos, all at or
below wholesale prices. Call toll FREE 1-800-NED-2
SAV , in Michigan (313) 437-8450. National Electronics
Distributors, South Lyon, Ml 48178.

. PORSCHE DESIGN
SUNGLASSES
Black or Silver Gold  Dual Gold & Siiver

74% 1099% 1299

Includes case & 2 pans of umerchanoeabh lenses. Specny large or l.s,mall frame.

m $60.
We also featue gEﬂEIIGETI DRIVERS, RAY. ‘1‘?&“
PHONE ORDERS 7 DAYS A WEEK, 9 AM - 9 PM EST.
HMS ASSOCIATES OPTICAL CD, PO Box 253, Roseland, NJ 07068

ppasrecoces 201.992-5188 s

Brochure

RENT THIS SPACE! You'll reach thousands of prime
prospects for your mail-order products and ser-
vices at affordable low rates. To place your Ad or
for further information call Lois Price Collect at:
(212) 503-5999.

PORSCHE OR BMW SHIRT featuring above “legend”. 100%
preshrunk cotton (S,M,L,XL). Red or grey. $9.95 + $2.00
shipping, short-sleeve; $14.95 + $2.00 longsleeve. Check,
Visa, MC. Art in the Fast Lane; 311 Steele, Suite 208C,
Denver, CO 80206. (303) 320-1091. Free brochure.

ACCESSORIES

“MANUFACTURERS AUCTION"! Auto tops, seats, ton-
neaus, carpets. Save 75%. Free brochure: 1185 Mul-
berry Place, West Palm Beach, FI 33414. (305) 793-
0649.

SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVERS

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
for Deluxe Custom fitted 100% Genuine Sheepskin Custom fitted,
American made, to your make, model & year, available in any of 13
luxurious colors. Easy installation. 3-year complete warranty and
14 day money back guarantee. No Fake Fur. Free color samples &
brochure. Iluq_w Lamb—P.0. Box 12374 Fort Worth, TX 76116 800-

433-2126. In Texas call collect, 817- 244-2856-—Vlhy pay more & |
settle for less? |

Check

Graham Smith’s

monthly specials!
Cibie Le Bra

Dual Z Beams .. Complete front

Dual BOBIs .... end protection .

Quad sets ...... 77.75 -~

135 black kit ... 69.65 Whistler

135 chrome kit . 74.85 Spectrum

951 black kit .... 67.50 Spectrum
Remote

195 chrome kit . 79.50
BEL Detectors
XKR-VI )
XKR-VII

42.85

3485 52.95

Kleen Wheels

XKR-LR

Seat Savers

Protect your seats.
Black ortan ....

Black folding .. 109:50
Gold folding .. 149.75

Prices subject to change. Shipping extra. KY residents add 5%.

New color catalog!

Recaro, Koni, Bilstein, Chastain, Super-
lamb, Vitaloni, Osram, Alpina, Clifford,
VDO, Carrera, Heyco, Quickor, car covers,
floor mats & more. Free with order or $2
refundable with first order.

1800 626-2611

Credit card holders order toll free.

1502 896-0457 Smith

Information & inquiries & TNG AT LI}

“ 3926C Shelbyville Road

Louisville, Kentucky 40207

49.75

CORVETTE OWNERS—32 page parts and accessories
catalog for 1953-82 models. Also Ferrari Daytona “Miami
Vice Car.” Kitinformation $2.00. Rowley Corvette Supply,
Inc., 357 Main St., Rowley, MA 01969. (617) 948-7730.

See March 1985 Issue Car & Driver

Not a copy, but the original . Proven performance — prevents theft and
harassment by concealing the radar sensor behind the grill or below the bumper
and the control panel discretely inside your car. Dedication to quality and service,
research and development. We offer a variety of ways to obtain a remote Escort
and other Electronic Counter Measures for your vehicle.

1+ New Remote Mount Escorts $445.00
« New Dash/Visor Mount Escorts $245.00
1+ Send Us Your Escort for Conversion $199.00
t+ Remote Escort Conversion Kits $ 99.00
+ Remote Escort Conversion Plans $ 10.00
1+ ECM Kit Assembled w/o X or K Band Antennas $395.00°
t - ECM Radar Speed Gun Calibration Kits w/o X or K Band Antennas 5235 00"
++ECM Plans & Circuit Board $ 75.00°
+ECM Plans Only $ 15.00°

“ECMIN COMPLE To8E POLICE

r@ 800-328-5727 or 612-541-9100
A% TOLL FREE 7 DAYS EXTENSION 80
Remote Systems ™
13009 Glenview Drive — Burnsville, MN 55337
Tech Info. M-F 8am-1pm 612-894-1309

< 1985 Remote Systems *

E Inc

TLIMITED OFFER! ORDER NOWWITH CASH OR CERTIFIED CHECK AND
RECEIVE 10% OFF. C.0.D.5s MUST BE CASH OR CERTIFIED CHECK.

BORLA HIGH PERFORMANCE stainless steel mufflers
and exhaust systems. The most technologically ad-
vanced Dyno-tuned exhaust systems in the world. Free
catalog on request. Borla, 2639 Saddle Avenue, Dept. C,
Oxnard CA 93030. 1 (800) 321-8102.

SUSPENSION COIL SPRINGS from manufacturer. Vari-
able rate. Domestic-Foreign. All years. Coil Springs
Specialties, 2322N Bates Av., Concord, CA 94520. (415)
827-1575.

FIBERGLASS HARDTOPS in various finishes for Euro-
pean sportscars and Corvette. Guaranteed. Free Bro-
chure specify model: Parrish Plastics, Dept. B. 5309
Enterprise Bivd., Bethel Park, PA 15102. Phone (412) 833-
1755.
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STOP AUTO THEFT!

Introducing the First Anti-Theft System that

literally stops a thief in his tracks!

Let the new GARD-A-CAR protect your car from theft day or night! It will foil use of master
keys. ignition lock tampering or hot-wiring. With GARD-A-CAR switched “on", the engine
stops “dead" in less than 8 seconds after anyone starts it. The thief must flee! He can-
not restart the car. Install it yourself in a few minutes. Just two wires to connect. Only
you will know where GARD-A-CAR is hidden — under the dashboard. in the glove com-
partment. etc. Absolutely foolproof. When you leave your car, just flip the switch to
“on". When you return to your car. flip switch to “off". If an attempt was made to start
your car, you reset the element by pressing the red button. No fuses to replace. No
interference with normal car operation. Designed for conventional and electronic ignition
systems. Also GARD-A-CAR may be easily transferred to your next car. Satisfaction guaran-

teed. Try it for 30 days. If not delighted return it for a refund. Now 55995 Plus P&H

1-800-443-0100

Ext. 253 Visa, Mastercard 19000 MacArthur, Suite 1203, Irvine, CA 92715 (714) 955-0448 (Inquiries)

s SQ&
TRIUMPH
) lo

M M *9@%@%

NEW FROM TRIUMPH SPECIALTY—TWO-PIECE
HARDTOP. Made of strong but lightweight fiberglass.
Center section removes easily for the comfort of a hard-
top, the convenience and fun of a convertible. Triumph
Specialty also sells acomplete line of new and used parts
and accessories for Triumphs, MGs, Jags and Austin-
Healeys. Catalog $2.00. 991 Berryessa Rd., San Jose, CA
95133. Information: (408) 286-3958, orders; (800) 348-1197.

FINALLY ... KEEP YOUR PEACE OF MIND . . . and YOUR CAR STEREO!
(absolutely the finest anti-theft device available)
= - e

Offered in Italy as an option for Maserati—BLITZ-SAFE is
now available for distribution in the U.S., Canada and Mex-
ico. This motorized anti-theft device allows your stereo to
recede into the dash of your car to create an illusion of being
factory direct with no stereo yet installed. And, even if de-
tected, secondary precautionary measures have been taken
to insure the safety of your system.
A PRODUCT NOBODY CAN AFFORD TO BE WITHOUT!
Direct inquiries and requests for information to:

BLITZ-SAFE OF AMERICA, INC.

260-Columbia Ave., Suite 6
Fort Lee, NJ 07024 (201) 224-0332
Dealer Inquiries Invited
1800 524-1403 (For Orders Only)

AVAILABLE: Alfa Romeo e Audi ® Austin e BMW e
Citroen e Ferrari o Fiat e Lancia « Maserati o
Mercedes ¢ Porsche ¢ Renault e Saab e Volvo ¢
Volkswagen . .. PLUS MANY MORE

ik P R SR AORY O i AR AN e Y MR T o |

HI TECH PERFORMANCE
Send $3.00 for our catalog/tuning guide.
A U T O T E € _H

”ﬂ(, Lun g

1800C N. Glassell St, Orange, CA 92665
(714) 974-4600

TOP QUALITY CAR CARE PRODUCTS. Money Back
Guaranteed! Send $1.00 for details to: JF Marketing, PO
Box 50821, Bellerica, MA 01821.

The WAXMASTER Orbital Polishing
System makes a tough job fun, easy,
& fast. With this system you can
polish any car perfectly, with no swirls,
buffer marks or burned paint, in just
30 minutes or less. This system ap-
plies the wax, removes heavy oxida-
tion, and polishes the car to a brilliant
long-lasting shine.

<@ Enough Product To Do 8 Cars. @

AVAILABLE AT MAJOR AUTO PARTS
STORES, EQUIPMENT AND TOOL
SUPPLIERS, RETAIL, AND HARD-
WARE STORES—NATIONWIDE.

Try it before you buy! Rent the Wax-
master at your local U-HAUL CENTER.

ESCORT

Radar Warning
Recelvers

* Prevents theft & harassment

* Sun visor remains functional

* Dash remains uncluttered

* Windshield remains unobstructed

=%
TOLL FREE
1-800-541-8598

In Canada & Washington
(509) 926-6336

24-hr: shipping
e ECLIPSE PRODUCTS, lNc_ N 4514 Isenhant Road

Spokane, WA 99216

7 by Gt M oowave

For the best protectionunderthesun ..........................

.. $34.95

Covers available for import and domestic

cars and pickups
Covers come in two colors: Grey and Beige

Remote Escort

(New Low Price) — $399
Conversion of

your Escort — $159

{Please insure your shipment]

Passport — Call

Protects your dash and steering wheel from the sun
Conceals your auto accessories from prying eyes

Each cover is custom tailored to fit your car dash

Each cover comes with your car logo/name

Rear covers available for protection of entire rear area
Covers made of plush velour (Dupont) automotive material

To order: Specify year, make and model of car and color of cover desired.
Please enclose check or money order for $3495 + $3.00
shipping and handling (Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.) if
ordering by Visa/Mastercard, please include card number and
expiration date.

Send orders to: SUNSHIELD OF CALIFORNIA
15533 Graham St. Huntington Beach, Ca. 92649
(714)891-8026

TOYOTA ACCESSORIES: Engine performance parts, Free
flow exhausts, Louvres, Air Dams, Flares, Shocks, Sway
Bars, and more. Catalog $1.00. Free Freight. IMPACT

PARTS, Toyota Dept., Glen Wild, N.Y. 12738. (914) 434-3338.

AUTOMATIC LOUVERED DRIVING LIGHTS, SET $49.95.
Custom name floor mats, 4 piece set $29.95. Send for
FREE catalog. Hi Tech Accessories, POB 25501, Ta-
marac, FL 33320-5501.

AIRDAMS CAN/AM STYLING Reinforced fiberglass 82-83
Toyota Celica GT & GT-S 119.95, 84-85 Datsun 300Z & ZX
127.95, include $10.00 for shipping & handling. (MA resi-
dents 5% sales tax) SPIRI EURODYNAMICS, POB 591,
Sudbury, MA 01776.

RX7 ACCESSORIES. Flares, Air Dams, Engine perfor-
mance parts. Free flow exhausts, Suspension and more.
Free Freight, IMPACT PARTS, RX 7, Dept., Glen Wild, N.Y.
12738. (914) 434-3338. 1-800-431-3400.

VOLVO 122/140/160/240: FIBERGLASS Fenders, Hoods,
Air Dams, Engine performance parts, camshafts, free flow
exhausts and more. Catalog $1.00. Free Freight. IMPACT
PARTS, Volvo Dept., Glen Wild, N.Y. 12738. (914) 434-3338.
1-800-431-3400.

BRITISH FIBERGLASS BODY PARTS/ACCESSORIES.
TR6, MGB, Fenders, Hoods, Rocker Panels, Free flow ex-
haust systems and more. Free Freight. IMPACT PARTS,
British Dept., Glen Wild, N.Y. 12738. (914) 434-3338.

DATSUN, 240/260/280Z and 280ZX. Fiberglass Fenders,
Hoods, Air Dams, Flares, Quarter Panels, Headlight cov-
ers, Louvres, Suspension, Engine performance parts, Free
flow exhausts and more. Catalog $1.00. Free Freight. IM-
PACT PARTS, Datsun Dept., Glen Wild, N.Y. 12738. (914)
434-3338. 1-800-431-3400.

RADAR DETECTORS

1-800-237-BUYS

Save 25-50%. 30 day FREE TRIAL. Free price list. 1-800-
237-BUYS. COMPUTRONIX. In IL (312) 729-BUYS. (Visa,
MasterCard, Amex, Personal Checks.)
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—EXCITEMENT!
Build Your Own

The ultimate in fiberglass panels for the new Fiero.
We now have the SD4 styled “street” panels offered
in Stages |, Il and IlI plus unlimited combinations.
A complete line of fiberglass “street” panels also
available for other models. Please specify
O FIERO O TRANS AM 0O CAMARO
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION SEND $1.00 EA
FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING

DIVERSIFIED GLASS PRODUCTS, INC.
2475 BROWN ROAD DEPT. CD5

PONTIAC, MICHIGAN 48055 (313) 373-7575

Coast Camaro

Parts & \crensories

82-85 Camaro
Z/28 & IROC

140 mpPH

SPEEDOMETER

09.95

84-85 Require different lens & knob $19.95
Buy with confidence, your satisfaction guaranteed.
Export headlight covers, bras, car covers,
Koni shocks & suspension kits, louvers, etc.
Please add 10% for shipping and handling
California residents add 6% sales tax

P.O. Box 16127, Dept. 09, Irvine CA 92713

Order toll free (800) 222-5282
E Ca. & inquiries (714) 854-3200
(714) 854-3200
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

FREE AUTOMOTIVE SECURITY CATALOG: Largest se-
lection available. Do-It-Yourself Pagers, Alarms, Hood/
Locks, Glass Detectors. Allow 4 weeks or for rush send
$1.00: Automotive Security Equipment CO., Dept. 7, Box
382, Plainview, NY 11803.

ALFA #2
ROMEO

HIGH PERFORMANCE ENGINE AND SUSPENSION
PARTS, rebuilding parts, accessories for Spider, GTV, Al-
fetta, V-6 since 1967. Send $5.00 for 72 page Alfa Romeo
Catalog. Shankle Engineering, 9135-F Alabama Avenue,
Chatsworth, CA 91311. (816) 709-6155.

-

TRANS AM & CAMARO OWNERS 1970-85 ... Protect the
sides of your car from mud and stone damage with FOIL-
ERS ... they match the spoilers in front of each wheel on
1970-81 models. Accessory Catalog 50¢ or 2/22¢ stamps.
FOILERS, POB 2009, Dept. CD, Agoura Hills, CA 91301.
(818) 889-3374.

PREVENT DWI! New alcohol tester measures breath al-
cohol—pass, warn, fail signal light display. Plugs into car
lighter. Includes batteries and reusable breath tubes. Save
your license and reputation! Guaranteed—$79.95 SIG-
NATURE PRODUCTS, 521 S. Andrews Ave., Suite 11CD,
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301.

PROTECT YOUR CAR! New Retain-A-Car permanently
etches identification number into car’'s windows. Kit in-
cludes non-acidic fluid, applicator, 2 warning decals, 6 ID
stencils, registration form. Easy, takes 10 minutes! $19.95
SIGNATURE PRODUCTS, 521 S. Andrews Ave., Suite
11CD, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301.

IN 30 SECONDS, Transfer Tube borrows air from spare,
inflates vehicle’s flat. Safe, clean, efficient! $12.95. Money
back guarantee! Permaseal, Box 2441, Halesite, NY 11743.

HONDA-AUDI-MAZDA

ARMRESTS

ADD UNMATCHED COMFORT AND PLEASURE—Exclusive new
TracTop™ designs with pullout tray. New TracTop™ conversion kits
© Matching color choices.  Fast DIY installation. e Satisfaction or
refund. ® MC/Visa phone orders. HONDA Accord ('76-85), Prelude
('83+), CRX. AUDI 4000 & 5000 (Exc. Quattro, Turbo). MAZDA 626

(1983 +). Call/write for free literature. Husco Engineering Co., Inc.
17 Calvin Rd., Wilton, CT 06897 (203) 762-3027

CRX-NEW!

<z

c::::“%
@I oy

FREE HIGH PERFORMANCE IMPORTED CAR PARTS
CATALOG: Pistons, camshafts, aluminum flywheels,
clutches, headers, exhausts, modified cylinder heads,
engines & more. PAECO INDUSTRIES, 213-C South 21st
St., Birmingham, AL 35233. (205) 323-8376. M-F 8-5.

Aerodynamically designed
to protect and enhance your
automobile’s appearance.

At last, stylish protection from stones,
bugs and flying debris. The revolutionary Autobra
transparent shield mounts away from the surface, avoiding
condensation, mildew and abrasion. Available in light grey and
bronze acrylic.

Porsche 911, 930, BMW, Toyota, Renault, Honda, Saab, Datsun 300,
Ford Mustang, Corvette and other select automobiles.

AUTO INNOVATIONS

1452 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311
In Florida (305) 484-7795 Toll Free 1-800-445-2886
Distributor and Dealer inquiries welcomed.

AERO-PACKAGE

TRANS AM-FIREBIRD-CAMARO 1970-1985. These qual-
ity fiberglass components mount easily using supplied
custom brackets & hardware. Almost identical to factory
components. 1982-1985 Front Spoiler, Side Skirts, Rear
Flairs, Package Price $329.95. NOW AVAILABLE—AERO
PACKAGES FOR 1979-1985 OMNI-CHARGER. All parts
GUARANTEED. Write or call for free infomation. Visa &
Mastercard. Phone Orders Accepted 24 Hours. INNOVA-
TIVEDESIGNS, INC. 33341 Kelly Rd., Dept. CD, Fraser, Mi
48026 ¢ (313) 774-3030.

The Ultimate
SHEEP SKIN
SEAT COVER

CUSTOM FITTED Lowest Prices Anywhere Wholesale
Retail Free brochure Strausstown Fur Shop Strausstown
PA 19559 (215) 488-1415.

HEADLIGHT COVERS

Molded
Flanges
patent 4
pending

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Best cover available. Euro
Lens™ features contoured lens, no-screw attachment, $35
- $60. Compare first. Free brochure for your American car
model. Visa/MasterCard. Extang Corporation, Dept. CD,
2292 S. Industrial Hwy., Ann Arbor, M1 48104. (313) 665-
5270.

L
V8 POWER FOR YOUR MGB!! COMPLETE CONVER-
SION GUIDE-ALL MODELS. Covers engine, drivetrain,
suspension, exhaust, cooling, electrical. Includes full
preparation. Dramatic performance benefits! Send $19.95
or for more information send $2.00 to: MGB-PLUS, POB
6008, Vancouver, WA 98668.

METRO NY/NJ/PA turns to us for quality seating. Test-sit
our large display and find the seat right for you. $3.00 for
catalogs. REDLINE SEATING INC., Rte. 12, Baptistown, NJ
08803. (201) 996-4669.

BACK PAIN?
YOU NEED ACCU-BACK™

GO-ANYWHERE ORTHOPEDIC BACK SUPPORT

{ e Fully adjustable in seconds,

| \2(0’0” fits all seats
e Doctor recommended to
help relieve lower back pain.

i) e Lightweight and portable,
goes anywhere
e Great for use in car, truck,
plane, home, office.
x e Made with durable, stain
resistant, fire retardant fabric.
The only Back Support
with a ONE YEAR GUARANTEE
Model 3001 (Back To order:
Support Only) $39.00pPd. gend check or money order
A0 Model 2901A2""  SEND FOR FREE CATALOG
Cal. residents add

$49.00 ppd. Specify
6% sales tax.

Model L A
3001

Black or Baige
2843 Calendula Ct ® Thousand Oaks, Ca 91360

NEW PRODUCTS

SOAPS, DETERGENTS, CHEMICALS: proven, active,
modern formulas! YOU MANUFACTURE! SELL! Automo-
tive. Industrial, Commercial, Agriculture, Home applica-
tions. Information, Samples: $16.50 plus $2.00 shipping.
Better Way Chemicals, Rte. 6-Box 384 CD, Lancaster, SC
29720.

Now
AVAILABLE 1o
THE PUBLIC!

THE SAME TIRE REPAIR MATERIAL WE SUPPLY tire
shops, and service stations. Permanently repair your steel
belted or regular tire in minutes, without removing tire from
vehicle. Kit includes: 10 vulcanizing repairs, probe tool,
special inserter tool, cement, complete instructions. Money
back guarantee! $12.99 plus $2.50 shipping/handling. Free
additional information write: Permaseal, Box 2441 Hale-
site, NY 11743.
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PICKUPS CARS VANS
TIRED OF FIGHTING = -

WIND-BLOWN HAIR

NEW

BREAK-THROUGH. ..

“WINDBUSTER” . . . A new custom wind deflector that
lets you drive with the window open without the wind
blowing your hair. Smoke-tinted to reduce glare and
give that custom look. Sizes for all trucks and cars.
Installs in minutes.

TOLL FREE '
(950-1088-870-9760) TE.

sz.'(:o P/H " ™ -

24 hrs. evel

VISA/MC sl GUARANTEE

P.0O. BOX 47350 DEPT.1A7 PHOENIX, AZ. 85068

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BORROW $400-$40,000 overnight on your signature!
Everyone eligible. Repay anytime. Free details! INFO-
HOUSE-CD, 808 Post, San Francisco, CA 94109

ERASE DEBTS with little-known law — CREATE wealth!
Details FREE — Wealthkit K-5, Billings, NY 12510.

POCKET HUNDREDS Mailing Circulars! Spare/full time.
Sincerely Interested rush self-addressed envelope:
Headquarters-MGC, P.O. Box 870, Woodstock, IL 60098.

WANTED—INDEPENDENT Home and car audio dealers.
Franchise opportunity available. Call now! (201) 882-0268.

MAIL ORDER OPPORTUNITY! Start profitable home
business without experience or capital. Information free.
Mail Order Associates, Inc., Dept 774, Montvale, NJ 07645.

BORROW $300-$30,000 Worry Free! Keep indefinitely!
Free Details! Write: American CD, 1601 Main, Plainfield, IN
46168.

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS

IS IT TRUE you can buy jeeps for $44 through the U.S.
government? Get the facts today! Call (312) 742-1142 Ext.
4641.

AUTOMOTIVE PUBLICATIONS

EUROPEAN AUTO DEALER LISTS. The most compre-
hensive list of European automobile dealers ever com-
piled is currently being offered. Buy your next Mercedes,
BMW, Porsche, Jacquar, or Audi from the same suppliers
used by the most successful gray market dealers. Save
several thousands of dollars. This list of hundreds of tax
free and authorized dealers is indispensable to the indi-
vidual buyer or volume importer. Send $24.95 to Euro-
pean Auto Dealer Lists, POB 15, Plumsteadville, PA 18949
or call (215) 766-7676 for C.O.D. delivery.

CORVETTE NEWS MAGAZINES. Complete set 1963-
present plus many duplicates. Best offers. POB 22891,
Beachwood, OH 44122.

LASER/DAYTONAS with digital speedo can register over
85 m.p.h. SASE, $5.00 to O.J. Jowyk, POB 412, Oscoda,
M1 48750.

EUROPEAN BUYERS hand select your choice of make,
model, year and options. Mercedes Benz, BMW, Porsche
etc. Complete importation package includes DOT and EPA.
For further information, contact: AUTOCRAT, INC., 7300 N.
Federal HWY #107, Boca Raton, Florida 33431, Tele-
phone: (305) 997-0448, Telex: 530188 Auto Raton.

CLUBS

Z CLUB OF AMERICA, the world’s largest club exclu-
sively for Datsun Z owners. Two East coast Z Centers now
open and others opening this year in major U.S. areas.
$25.00 yearly membership ($35.00 foreign) includes
membership card, newsletter, decal, competitive events,
and special discounts on the new Z.A.P. 72 page parts and
accessory catalog. Z Club of America, Inc., 550 Lexington
Ave., Clifton, NJ 07011. (201) 546-9200.

HONDA SOCIETY: Newsletters, Discounts, Activities,
Telephone Hotline, Membership Package. $10. P.O. Box
8907, Cincinnati, Ohio 45208.

MASERATI INFORMATION EXCHANGE (MIE) since 1976,
club discounts on parts and accessories, technical infor-
mation, Biturbo owners welcome, glossy quarterly mag-
azine, meets, rallies, over 1600 members worldwide, dues
$50.00. Free brochure. Francis G. Mandarano, Box 772,
Mercer Island, Washington 98040. (206) 455-4449.

FIERO OWNERS. Largest/Original. $20, decals, newslet-
ter, card, information. Annual Convention. F.O.C.0.A., 1941
E. Edinger, Santa Ana, CA 92705. (714) 953-9400.

TOYOTA CELICA SUPRA CLUB. Quarterly publication
loaded with how-to’s, maintenance and technical infor-
mation for Supra, Celica's Corolla GT-S and MR-2. Big
discounts! Decal. $20 year, or $4 for sample. 904 Silver
Spur, Suite 182CD, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274.

SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA, your ticket to road
racing—drive, crew, officiate, spectate. Try a rally, an au-
tocross. Over 100 local regions/3000 events. Join the ac-
tion club. Sports Car Club of America, 6750 S. Emporia St.,
Suite 100, Englewood, CA 80112.

Van Club International. Send $1.00 for details. Includes
membership package. 3150 E. BELLEVUE #8, Tucson, AZ
85716.

NATIONAL FIERO ASSOCIATION INC. (our third year).
We're the people club. Send for free color brochure on club,
mail to National Fiero Association, Pontiac Plaza, Suite
544, Englishtown, NJ 07725. (201) 446-4075.

PARTS/EQUIPMENT

OPEL PARTS—BRAs, 2000CC engines, GT restorations
parts. C & R SMALL CARS, Box 203, Tolland, CT 06084.
M/C, Visa, Catalogue $2.00.

* Mercedes-Benz

* Rolls-Royce

* Maserati

* Porsche

« BMW

* Audi

* Dodge

* Lincoln-Mercury

Complete Parts & Accessorics Sclection

GREGG MOTORS., LTD.
315 Chapala Str
Sunta Barb:
805966

BRP

BRITISH RESTORATION PARTS

BRITISH RESTORATION PARTS. The Professionals. Parts
for all models of AUSTIN HEALEY, MG, TRIUMPH. Origi-
nal equipment: Mechanical, electrical, hydraulic: Quality
reproduction rubber, chrome, trim, upholstery, accessory
parts. VISA, MasterCard, COD. Send $3.00 (U.S. FUNDS)
for Catalog—specify make/model. BRITISH RESTORA-
TION PARTS, Dept. C, 1808 Oak, Kansas City, MO 64108.
TOLL-FREE (800) 821-3767; (816) 471-2776.

VOLVO PARTS: Wide selection for Volvos new and old. Ask
about discount prices! Call EMPIRE VOLVO-TOLL-FREE
1-(800) 525-2548. In Colorado 447-9250.

Bavarian

sEc'nfuwsrs auto serviceinc.

BMW ACCESSORIES / NEW & USED PARTS
INCREDIBLE INVENTORY « LOW PRICES
44 Exeter St., Newmarket, N.H. 03857/ (603) 659-3282/6262

Send $2.00 for catalogue, free with order.

HOW TO IMPORT A EUROPEAN AUTO. Complete startto
finish details on where to find (Sources, Contacts, Areas).
How to Buy, Ship, Convert. Detailed manual. $21.00 C.O.D.
7 Days/Evenings. We order cars too! Near European cost.
European Auto Importers Manuals, 4230 Stansbury Ave.,
Suite 204, Sherman Oaks,CA 91423. (818) 986-6518.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Europe - A Free Ride?

Buy a new Mercedes, Audi Volvo, or
BMW for European Tourist Delivery
through Auto-Interline.

SAVE UPTO20% OFF U.S. LIST;

often enough for two round tfip tickets.
We handle all: Factory pickup, shipping,
customs, insurance. For details call. . .

THE WORLD’S FINEST WHEELS, as used by RENAULT
and LIGIER FORMULA ONE TEAMS. Available for your fine
automobile in most sizes and offsets. Superb quality; light
weight yet strong, all aluminum construction. Hand made
in France for the discriminating enthusiast. Wheels/Tires
packages available. For all new color brochure, send $3.00
to: Eurorep. Exclusive U.S. Importer/Distributor, Dept. G,
2872-C Walnut Ave., Tustin, CA 92680 (714) 838-7021.

(800) 241-1786

(Toll-free, 24 hour number above)
In Georgia: (404) 532-0851. Write
AUTO-INTERLINE
P.O. Box 1665, Gainesville, GA 30503

FIESTA

now available:
COMPLETE LINE OF PERFOR-
MANCE & DRESS UP PARTS
FOR YOUR FIESTA
Send $3.00 for Catalogue to:
BAT, LTD.Box 617C 140 W. Wayne Ave.,
Wayne, PA 19087 (215) 687-6387

HONDA
> Slof®

Honda Parts Only. Suspension Kits for Can

Am type cornering. Extra Large Bars;
Shocks, Springs and Bushings. Air Dams,
Spoilers. Fender Flares and Many more
items to choose from. Send $1.00 today for
DOBI'S NEW CATALOG.

DOBI
320-H Thor PI.
Brea. CA 92621

ﬂ"‘g (714) 529-1977

CAPRI
> QoS

Capri Parts Only. Suspension Kits for Can
Am type cornering. Extra Large Bars;
Shocks, Springs and Bushings. Air Dams,
Spoilers. Fender Flares and Whale Tails
Many more items to choose from. Send

$1.00 today for DOBI'S NEW CATALOG.

DOBI

320-N Thor PI.
Brea. CA 92621
(714) 529-1977

dofe
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English
Car Spares .«

AUSTIN HEALEY, JAGUAR, MG, TRIUMPH. One of the
largest collections of British Leyland parts in the South-
east TOLL FREE: 800-241-1916, in Georgia: 404-475-2662,
345 Branch Road, Alpharetta, GA 30201.

AUSTIN/MORRIS MINI PARTS AND ACCESSORIES: since
1967, the largest inventory anywhere. Everything for all
models, all years (1959-on). Outstanding service, lowest
prices. Whole cars, too. Parts book/catalog. $3. MINI CITY
LTD., 876 Turk Hill Road, Fairport, New York 14450. (716)
223-0840.

The Name Behind
British Sportscars

MGT e Austin Healey 100-4, 100-6, 3000
MGA e Jaguar XK120, 140, 150
MGB e Triumph TR2, 3, 4, 4A, 250, 6

Send $3 for one of our fully illustrated catalogs.

Moss Motors, Ltd. 800@2::%—:954 S
nt. U.S. excep!

P.0. Box MG, Dept. CD  go4 477 gog5

Goleta, California 93116 California only

VICTORIA

BRITISH

LTD.

FREE CATALOG—MG OR TRIUMPH. Discount prices.
Thousands of original equipment, replacement and re-
production parts. State make, model, year. Victoria Brit-
ish, Box 14991, Lenexa, KS 66215. (800) 255-0088, (913)

541-8500.

ENGINEERING

HONDA PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS

THE SOURCE FOR HONDA Performance Products in-
cluding the new Prelude and CRX. Send $2.00 for com-
plete catalog. AT Engineering, 2 Candlewood Lake North,
New Milford, CT 06776, (203) 355-1579.

FIAT PARTS. Used—exclusive FIAT salvage yard. Ship
anywhere. C.0.D. Parts for 1952-1982 cars. ASIAN-ITAL-
IAN AUTO PARTS, 3736 Buford Highway, Duluth, GA 30136,
(404) 476-2279.

MERCEDES and BMW PARTS at WHOLESALE PRICES.
Your complete source, even dealer items! Over 450 pages
of catalogs, specify your model, $4.50. EUROPEAN PARTS
SPECIALISTS, 828 E. Ortega St., SANTA BARBARA, CA
93103. (805) 963-9696.

ATLANTA IMPORTED BRITISH AUTO PARTS. Toll free 1-
(800)241-0869. New/Used, directimporter Leyland parts.
VISA/MC, COD. Catalog available $1.00 refunded with first
order. In Georgia (404) 451-4411, 5383 Burford Hwy., Dor-
aville, GA 30340.

Free Full Color
Sale Catalog

Thousands of corvetteN
Parts, Accessories,
Interiors & Fiberglass

Buy Direct from the
World’s Leading Corvette
Products Manufacturer

Dealer Inquiries Invited. . .

/ CORVETTE
. AMERICA

i PO BOX 427, BOALSBURG, PA 16827

TOLL FREE 1-800-458-3475
AK & FOREIGN 1-814-364-2141

MERCEDES: Parting out over 265 Mercedes 1949-1982.
Many hard to find parts including 600, 6.3 coupe, convert-
ible. 1905L, 230SL, 250SL, 450SL. Many rebuildables. Also
new European headlights for late model, new air condi-
tioning kits for 190SL, 230SL, 250SL, 280SL, 450SL, air
for most all M-B. Fuel injection pumps rebuilt $275. We carry

a complete line of Mercedes accessories. (800) 241-3726 -

or in Georgia call (404) 256-5811. Embee, Inc., 4000 W. Lee
Rd., Smyrna, GA 30080.

DATSUN Z CAR OWNERS: Discount parts and accesso-
ries catalog is now available. Send $3.00 refundable. (201)
222-6796 Delisa Automotive, 555 Highway 36, Dept. CD.
Long Branch, NJ 07740.

Dismantling MERCEDES-BENZ only. We have used me-
chanical and body parts for Mercedes-Benz cars. All parts
are from rust-free California cars. We ship anywhere. Sun
Valley Mercedes Dismantlers. 11203 Tuxford St. Sun Val-
ley, CA 91352. (213) 875-3620.

FIAT USED PARTS. Wrecking over 300 Fiats, all models,
many parts including interior trim. Giant Auto Wreckers Inc.
12643 Sherman Way, No. Hollywood, CA 91605. (818) 983-
1760.

JAGUAR MG. TRIUMPH ... SPECIAL INTEREST CAR
PARTS has a large inventory of quality parts just waiting
for you, the discerning British car owner. We offer one-
stop shopping with a price guarantee! Call today for our
new catalog only $5.00. Toll free (800) 851-5600 or (800)
556-7496. RI (401) 949-1122. Just a teaser. MGB, Jaguar,
Single Negative Ground SU Fuel Pump $39.95. TR6 Front
Bumper $125. TR7 Short Engine $795. Hurry quantities
limited. SPECIAL INTEREST CAR PARTS, 79 W. Green-
ville Rd., Greenville, R1 02828.

DATSUN Z AND ZX OWNERS. New/Used parts and ac-
cessories for your classic. Catalog $2.00. Will ship any-
where. G.T. Concepts, 735 John Fitch Blvd., So. Windsor,
CT 06074. (203) 289-0002.

VOLVO PARTS, ACCESSORIES AT DISCOUNT PRICES.
15% off of list prices. Parts shipped same day. Call collect
(314) 862-9501. BRENTWOOD VOLVO, 1075 South Brent-
wood, St. Louis, MO 63117.

BODY PARTS for BMW, Datsun Z, Fiat 124, MGA, B, Midget,
Triumph TR 4, 6, Austin Healey 100, 3000. Sprite. Guar-
anteed high quality fiberglass, precision fit, easily in-
stalled and painted. Most credit cards accepted. Order toll
free (800) 245-6520, PA (412) 339-3568. Catalog $3.00.
Perfect Plastics Industries, 14th St., Dept. CD, New Ken-
sington, PA 15068.

GENUINE HONDA PARTS AT DISCOUNT PRICES. Larg-
est Honda Parts Dept. in N.Y. Plaza Honda 2722 Nostrand
Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11210. Call Toll Free 1-800-222-6667 in
NY State (718) 377-4888. Call for free catalog. '

STEVENS RALLY EQUIPMENT. Designed for winning
navigational rallies. Free catalog. 402 Kings Road, New-
port Beach, CA 92663. (714) 650-7299.

USED BMW, PORSCHE AND AUDI PARTS. Largest selec-
tion in the Northwest. Campbeli/Nelson Volkswagen, POB
220, Edmonds, WA 98020. (206) 778-1131.

r

STEEL RUST REPAIR PARTS

Restore your car to showroom condition with
TABCO steel rust repair parts. Available for most
Japanese, European, and Biritish cars.

Our Cleveland, Ohio stamping plant manufactures
rust repair parts for Chevy and Ford trucks.

Send $3.00 for illustrated catalog. Mailed 1st class
(refundable). 30500 Solon Industrial Parkway

TABCO ™ @ “0540
WHEEL
o '\b-@n;\".‘

LSy

QUALITY ALUMINUM ALLOY ROAD WHEELS. All popu-
lar sizes and finishes available, including silver, black, gold,
polished and chrome. Several options for all models of
most cars, including normally hard to fit applications. Audi,
BMW, Chevrolet, Datsun, Dodge, Fiat, Ford, Honda,
Mazda, Mercedes, MG, Oldsmobile, Plymouth, Pontiac,
Porsche, Toyota, Triumph, VW, Volvo, Wheel and high per-
formance tire packages available. We also offer a com-
plete line of accessories including Wheel Dusters, Bras,
Custom Car Covers, Custom Floor Mats, Steering Wheels
and much more. Send $3.00 and this ad for NEW catalog
and discount coupon to PRESTIGE MOTORING ACCES-
SORIES, 18195 Euclid Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.
To order by phone call TOLL FREE 800-854-6770. Except
in California, Alaska, Hawaii (714) 966-2755. MasterCard/
Visa/American Express.

COMPONENT KITS
ORIGINAL PARTS
Send $4.00 for Complete Catalog and Parts List

CONTEMPORARY CLASSIC MOTOR CAR COMPANY, INC.
57T Ave., Dept.jB| Mt. Vernon. N.Y. 10553 914-664-8906

FORD 4-V6-V8
MUSTANG &

1T-BIRD

ESCORT PINTO CAPRI
CATALOG $2.00

BELL-ANS PARK (DEPT.F)) ORANGEBURG, N.Y. 10962
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MG MIDGET SPRITE—Sway bars, engine parts, street,
restoration and competition parts. We also carry full line
of safety equipment. Winners Circle, 19144-6 Detroit Rd.,
Rocky River, Ohio 44116. (216) 333-4666.

DATSUN * SAAB » MERCEDES BENZ « FORD

FACTORY
REPLACEMENT
TURBOCHARGERS

FROM

$389.00

exchange

* AAIHD »

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED
Catalog available, please send $3.00 to

TURBO CITY INC.

1201 W. Katella
P.O. Box 6010 « Orange, CA 92667

(714) 639-4933
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RADAR DETECTORS by Whistler, Fox, Cobra, BEL at

prices p ible! Speedy delivery Free Brochure,
Call Us! Car audio also avallable (312) 749-9797 C.A.E,
6709 Ogden, Berwyn, IL 60402.

omnaihus
iateranational (tek

Discount Performance parts all makes and models. This
month’s special: Goodyear Eagles all sizes, all grades.
Sample P195/50HR 15 $108—Call toll free—1-(800) 645-
7100 in New York (516) 938-3131 or write: Omnibus Inter-
national Ltd., POB 1711, Hicksville, NY 11802.

HOUSE OF “Z” has now expanded to offer you complete
motors, built the way you want them. Stock, milk or hot. Z’s
are our only business! House of “Z”, 15314 Dickins St.,
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. (816) 990-6622.

DATSUN Z AND ZX—World’s largest inventory of parts
and accessories including hard to getrestoration items.
67 page catalog. $3. Motorsport, 1139 West Collins Ave.,
Orange, CA 92667. (714) 639-2620.

DLUPART

(voLvVO PARTS WAREHOUSE )

CORVETTE ALUMINUM RADIATOR; New-in box 1963-
1972. Small block best offer. POB 22891, Beachwood, OH
44122,

1929-1959 FORD CAR AND TRUCK PARTS. Large inven-
tory. Catalog $2.00. Joblot Automotive, Ford Parts Spe-
li Box 75CD, @ Village, NY 11429.

JAGUAR, TRIUMPH, MG, ROVER, AUSTIN. Original parts
shipped anywhere. Call or write. Catalog not available.
RALLYE MOTORS INC., 666 Rte. 17, Paramus, NJ 07652.
InNJ (201) 444-6134. NATIONWIDE (800) 922-0308.

ALARM YOURSELF

AUTO PAGE 4200 SXL & watt pager. X| sven barn,
2 prezo sensors detect vibrations '1!.! 'Il!
AUTO PAGE 8000 4 wart compact pager, igniion
armed, 7 piezo sensors s 8%
AUTO PAGE MANITSXL remote trans, Xi sien
1gnition kill, auto arming, 2 sensors. Mm% uss
AUTO PAGE 4808SXL re chargeable pager has
buit n transmtter (4000 and MAIO7 n one!) mes =A%
PAGING ANTENNA 17°, deluxe unwersal mount ns us%
PIEZO SENSORS detect glass or door tamper % A%
057 MOTION/SHOCK DETECTOR accurate and ad; ns% ns
VANDAL ALERT GENERATION I wimolion and
impact det buitin, 2 step disarm trans 15995 129
IMS FF Remote, Electronic Shack

detector, LED light, loud m sren mE  uss
ENFORCER 5100 R Remote, Manual R Auto arm
10 kil shockimation detector % Mm%
CCLIFFORD W8 RF Remote, ign kil LED alarm

% memory, door lock iterface comp N85 %
AUTO ALERT sound sensing, easy mstall ns s
AARMORED HOOD LOCK 10 5 or 7 foot lengih ns as

FOR NEW CATALOG SEND $2
'(Refundable with order)

Add $4 shipping in 48 states. Cashier's Ck, Money
Order, MC, Visa, AMX. (Pers. or Co. Cks add delay.|

CA orders add 6.5% tax. Prices, specs subj. to chg
800-521-2472 in CA 714-631-0991

S . WILKINSON

NEWPORT BEACH ————
CA 92663 AUTO & HOME SECURITY

JAGUAR UPHOLSTERY AND PARTS. Most extensive se-
lection of original interiors and rubber trim in the world.
Many hard to find chrome, electrical, hydraulic and drive
train items. Mild and stainless steel exhaust systems at
realistic prices. Call or write—include model, year and
upholstery color if samples requested. BRITISH AUTO/
USA, 92 Turnpike Road, Manchester, NH 03104. (603) 622-
1050.

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

2724 East Bell Road

Ph A 85032
‘"""’”3""" ok A

D) FREE CATALOG TO JENSEN OWNERS AND SERVICE SHOPS 20

MGB/MGC OWNERS—Repair your rusted and damaged
cars with factory B.L. body parts and replacement metal
repair panels. Send for our free body parts listings.
Scarborough Faire, 1151 Main St., Pawtucket, Rl 02860.
(401) 724-4200.

VOLVO NEW AND USED PARTS Independent Warehouse
with large stock at good prices. Ship daily UPS—COD Shop
and Owner inquiries welcome VOLUPARTS. 751 Trabert
Ave. Atlanta GA 30318 (404) 352-3402.

FOREIGN CAR USED PARTS SPECIALISTS. Body/Me-
chanical parts for foreign automobiles. Most makes/
models. Intercity Auto Wrecking, 7140 Northfield Road,
Bedford, Ohio 44146. (216) 439-8100 Nationwide: 800
GET USED.

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

OVERSEAS, U.S. JOBS AVAILABLE. Unlimited opportu-
nities. Write for application. Employers, Box 3239-FE, Gulf
Shores, AL 36542 or call (205) 968-2500.
INVENTIONS WANTED

NEWIDEA? American Patentin Washington D.C. Gets Re-
sults! Best References—FREE Kit—1-800-257-7880.

FOR INVENTORS

ATTENTION
GLASSIFIED
ADVERTISERS:

What's the best way
to reach over 900,000
auto enthusiasts—
prime prospects
for your mail-order
products and services?
Through a low-cost ad
in Car and Driver'’s
Marketplace Classified
section! To place
your ad, or for further
information‘(including
rates, ad styles and
sizes), call Lois Price

collect at:
K (212) 503-5999 J
INSTRUCTION

CAR ENTHUSIASTS—PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRA-
PHER Brent Rouppet's new book, “How to Take Better
Pictures and Earn Extra Income With Your Camera.”
Copyright 1985, $7.95. ROUPPET PHOTOS, POB 253D,
Herald, CA 95638.

INVENTORS! AIM wants—Ideas, Inventions, New Prod-
ucts, improvements on existing products. We present ideas
to manufacturers. Confidentiality guaranteed. Call toll
FREE 1-800-225-5800.

INVENTORS! Can you profit from your idea? Call AMERI-
CAN INVENTORS CORPORATION for free information.
Over a decade of service. 1-800-338-5656. In Massachu-
setts call (413) 568-3753.

DECALS, EMBLEMS, PATCHES

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, PINS, DECALS.
Free Catalog/Quotes. Rush sketch. Stadrid, 61 Jane, N.Y.C.
10014 (212) 929-2293.

APPAREL

FRENCHY
SHRITIER

FREE CATALOG. Famous Brand Shoes for LESS includ-
ing: Allen Edmonds, Wright, French Shriner, Rockport,
Sperry, Bass, Frye, Red Wing. OKUN BROTHERS SHOES,
1(800) 433-6344, 1(616) 342-1536.

BE A

|0GKSMITH

You'll enjoy your work as a Locksmith :

because it is more fascinating than a hobby [

and highly paid besides' You'll go on en [

i Mave altedd joying the fascinating work. year after year. in H

master eped m; good times or bad because you Il be the man 8

Elks Lodge and | '" demand in an evergrowing field offenng

38 apartments . . . big pay jobs. big profits as your own boss 8

Iso youseemy What more could you ask’ [ ]

{hamin icaity | Train at Home - Eam Extra $33 Right Away! :

paid for."" LOCKSMITHING INSTITUTE g

:gz's':d&ﬂ,'_“' e Div_Commercial Technical Institute .

b - Dept 107-105 Little Falls N J 07424 =

= Name s = :

M (Please print) H

@ Address S S — e W

" ]

®  City/State/Zip S Lol &
‘assssscaassas cassmms®

RENT THIS SPACE! You'll reach thousands of prime
prospects for your mail-order products and services at
affordable low rates. To place your Ad or for further
information call Lois Price Collect at: (212) 503-5999.

CLASS. ADV. CONT'D. ON PAGE 138
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A car cover made with Evolution 3 fabric will protect your car in any kind of weather. Look for our name and our symbol.

Evolution® 3 fabric

A SEEMINGLY INSIGNIFICANT DETAIL
THAT COULD SAVE YOU
MONEY, HEADACHES AND A PAINT JOB

A car cover fabric may seem like an
insignificant detail to most people,
but if you're a car nut, it can mean a
heck of a lot.

That's why we want to tell you
about Evolution 3 fabric. It has
several qualities that every car cover
should have. But only car covers
made with Evolution 3 fabric do.

-
‘‘‘‘‘

1. Outer layer—Rugged enough to stand up to
everything from bird droppings to battery acid;
2. Middle layer—The ingenious part, a moisture
barrier that allows air to circulate;

3. Inner layer—Tough, but soft enough to pro-
tect your car’s valuable finish.

Air in, water out

Most car cover fabrics either let air
in or keep water out. But car covers
made with Evolution 3 fabric do both.

If you hold a piece of Evolution 3
fabric up to your mouth, you'll find
you can breathe right through it.
That's why rain sitting on your car’s
surface can evaporate instead of
breed rust. And the tremendous
amount of heat that can build up
on a hot summer day can escape,
instead of cook the finish.

But even though air can pass
through Evolution 3 fabric, water is
another story. Evolution 3 fabric is
naturally water repellent, so there's
no need for a chemical treatment
that can wear off.

Why it works better

Evolution 3 fabric is made of three
layers of specially prepared poly-
propylene. The outside and inside
layers are made of long fibers that
make the fabric tough, but very soft
and non-abrasive. The middle layer
is made of shorter fibers that catch
water, but allow air to circulate.
The three layers have the added
benefit of making Evolution 3 fabric
substantial enough to help protect

your car from unexpected hailstorms,

rocks, or the all-too-common idiot

in every parking lot who can't control
his car door.

But the three layers aren't all that's
special about Evolution 3 fabric. It
doesn't shrink or stretch, so your
custom-fit cover stays that way. It
laughs at all those things that would
be getting on your car if you weren't
using a cover, like tree sap, dirt and
bird droppings. And Evolution 3
fabric will never rot or mildew, even
if you wad it up while it's wet and
stick it in the trunk.

Where do you find it?

You'll have to look for Evolution 3 fab-
ric. But not too hard. It's very Ilkely
there are ads
in this mag-¢- &
azinefor &
car covers
made with &
Evolution 3 §
fabric. Just
look for the &
Evolution 3 fabric name and symbol
It's worth the trouble. Especially if
you're one of those people who's
interested in details when it comes
to your car.

Evolution is a registered trademark and the Evolution 3 fabric logo is a trademark of the Kimberly-Clark Corporation. © 1985 KCC. All rights reserved.



PATRICK BEHAR

EDITED BY LARRY GRIFFIN

Hot Times at the Top

A mid-season look at Formula 1 in a hard-hammering year.
BY LARRY GRIFFIN

® Welcome to Spa. We have come to Bel-
gium to see Formula 1 on its most combat-
ive track in its most combative year. Even
in its current shortened, safety-ized guise,
the Belgian circuit is a nightmare, though a
treasured nightmare. Germany’s old Niir-
burgring lies fallow, at least as far as For-
mula 1 is concerned. Revamped and still
breathtaking, Spa-Francorchamps now
stands alone as the world’s greatest natural
road course.

Even in this grim age of thousand-
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horsepower engines and safety-conscious
drivers, Spa still writhes against the dense,
towering Ardennes Forest and its rumple
of low mountains. The massive, brooding
thickets were the site of intense combat
during World War II. The pavement still
streams out from Francorchamps, whang-
ing from the village out around the valley
in the directions of Burnenville, Malmédy,
and Stavelot. In the annals of blazing
speed, Burnenville, Malmédy, and Stave-
lot raise stark memories of the narrow, un-

fenced eight-mile ring of public roads. The
place was a holy terror.

Race drivers once paled at the mention
of Spa, but those who lived through the
gasp of her first kiss came time and again
to savor the rush. By the time the big boys
traced her grand contours for the last time
in the early 1970s, their spidery Formula 1
cars averaged 150 mph and their stream-
lined prototypes lapped at 160 mph. Spa
was nothing but a slim little slip of a road,
but she stretched out long, and her silvery
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tongue played a thrilling game. When it
rained, her licks turned deadly, and drivers
came to know her most intimate touch
only in the fearsome flash of life being sev-
ered from limb. Spa was the hottest date
on the calendar.

Today’s Spa, though sparkling brightly,
still packs more puckers per mile than any
other Formula 1 venue.

Like Spa, Formula 1 is also back with a

whether patching will suffice, a grand and
wily survivor of the old days is holed up in
the Goodyear motorhome, scuppering a
bowl of peanuts. Jack Brabham, Australia’s
three-time world driving champion, is a
gent famous for besting the horrors of the
old Spa. He casts a measuring eye out the
window at the young lions who challenge
today’s crumbling four-mile track. Some-
one notes that McLaren’s Alain Prost was

roar. After several years of internecine
backstabbing that drained the color from
its public face, the World Driving Champi-
onship is again highly combative on the
racetrack, where it counts. Lotus, Ferrari,
and McLaren are eyeball to eyeball. Wil-
liams, Brabham, and Renault, momentari-
ly out of the hunt as they descend on Spa,
are loath to be left out, and lesser teams
such as Arrows, Ligier, Tyrrell, and Alfa
are also close to success.

The impending return of former cham-
pion Alan Jones fuels the fire. His Lola is
being built for a team with massive backing
from the Beatrice conglomerate and expe-
rienced management from former
McLaren major domos Teddy Mayer and
Tyler Alexander. For late-season races,
Jones’s foot will be mashing into a Hart
four-cylinder turbo, but next year Jones
will be powered by the combined efforts of
the Ford Motor Company and Keith
Duckworth. Their classic but outclassed
normally aspirated Ford-Cosworth V-8
will run its last Grand Prix this year, and
Duckworth has drawn up an all-new V-6
turbo for Ford and Mr. Jones.

He is returning at a time notably free of
conflict behind the scenes. After years of
wrangling, the drivers, the designers, and
the team owners have left the rulemakers
and the courtrooms behind. This week-
end, the drivers are trying to do unto Spa
before she does unto them.

Unfortunately, after a round of practice
and qualifying, her pavement is popping
right out of the ground. In a fit of righteous
endeavor, Spa’s organizers had the place
repaved a month before the GP, contrary
to rules requiring 60 days for curing. The
breakup of the pavement has rendered the
course deadly beneath the F1 cars’ big-
boost power and high-grip tires.

On Friday, as we await a verdict on
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the only driver in the morning practice
who never so much as locked his inside
front wheel while braking into the La
Source hairpin. Lesser talents blatantly
smoked all four tires.

“Yeah, I think Prost is probably one of
the smoothest quick drivers there’s been
for a while,” says Brabham. “I'd like to see
him win the championship, because I think
he deserves it.”

Lotus’s young Ayrton Senna won his
first GP in Portugal this year, and spent
most of the early season claiming poles,
but he has few finishes to match.

“Senna’s really quick,” says Brabham,
“and he’s stayed on the road up to now,
but I just feel that he hasn’t got Prost’s fi-
nesse. He needs to have the rough edges
smoothed off. Senna is similar to Nelson
Piquet, for instance, in the way he came
into it. But Piquet is more polished than
Senna. Piquet doesn’t appear to be driving
wild, not like Keke Rosberg, for instance.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARTYN GODDARD

Ata time when Formula 1 cars should be qualifying, famed Spa-
Francorchamps circuit through Belgium’s Ardennes Forest is
open to public (above left) because crumbling pavement
(above) caused race cancellation. Retired world champion and
Spa winner Jack Brabham (left) came to see the new circuit.

Rosberg’s quite a wild driver. He’s quick,
but he certainly hasn’t got the finesse of
Prost or Piquet.”

And what does Brabham think of teams?

“I think we’ve got three strong teams at
the moment: Ferrari, McLaren, and Lotus.
They’ve got everything goin’ for 'em.”

Goodyear’s international racing manag-
er, Lee Gaug, pops in for a breather from
the unusually hot weather. (The toasty
temperatures are not doing the pavement
any good, either.) A retired marine-corps
fighter pilot, Gaug now spends 95 percent
of his time straw-bossing Goodyear’s For-
mula 1 program. He speaks crisply, but
with the drawl made famous by test pilots,
never overstating the situation. He says
he’s reasonably familiar with all the tracks
and all the people. This is like Chuck
Yeager saying he’s spent some time
around air bases.

“This year is quite a bit more successful
for us than last,” Gaug says. “Of course,
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RO SEA

We offer a complete line of Recaro seats
and office swivels, and the fastest service.
All models are available and we specialize
in leather and custom upholstery. Priced
from §395.00. Call or write for additional

information. ,
H

SISAL MATS AND LOGO M

SISAL MATS New, guaranteed not to move,
rubber backed sisal mats have a carpeted heel
pad and cloth-serged edging. Custom-cut for
all imported and domestic cars and trucks.

Choose from five colors. Plain: 2-piece

$54.95, 4-piece $69.95. With initials on
driver’s side: 2-piece $74.95, 4-piece $89.95.

LOGO MATS Guaranteed not to mdve
custom-made logo mats with rubber backing.
Features dye-cut logos, commercial-grade
nylon serging and one-year unconditional
guarantee. Available for all domestic and
imported cars and trucks. Individually cut
for your vehicle. Choose car logo or model
in block or script initials, or plain mats. 20
colors. Plain: 2-piece $59.95, 4-piece $74.95,
trunk or rear deck mat $89.95. Logo or
initial: 2-piece $74.95, 4-piece $89.95, trunk
or rear deck mat $99.95.

W00D DASHBOARDS

Hand finished real wood dashboard kits are
made of solid carpathian elm burlwood to
Rolls Royce wood dash standards. Features
hand-rubbed durable finish. Easy to install
Available for many imported and domestic
cars. Call or write for further information.

| TAILOR-MADE SHEEPSKINS

Our tailor-made sheepskin seat covers are
the finest hand-tailored sheepskins made
by anyone. anywhere in the world. Made to
order to fit your seat’s exact dimensions
and cover the entire seating surface, includ-
ing sides and upper portion of back. 15
colors available. Most cars §169.95 each
Call for prices on your car.

BOBOB 2 BABY SEAT

The ultimate baby seat for all kids 9 months
to 4 years. Features reclining position
quick-release harness system and washable
upholstery insert. Fits all cars. Simple
installation. Made in Europe and far exceeds
all federal standards. Choose from black
with black, red or grey upholstery. $129.95.

STERLING SILVER CAR KEY CHAINS

Pure sterling silver car key chains are
hand-made in Germany in very limited
quantities by old-world craftsmen. Features
moveable wheels, complete interiors and
windows. Available for Porsche, Mercedes.
BMW. Jaguar and Ferrari. $199.95.

BHMA

Our 8-piece car care kit is made of all non
abrasive. paint-friendly products. Includes
Meguiars H-7. Blitz Pure Carnuba. Tony
Nancy Upholstery Cleaner. Tony Nancy Tire
and Rubber Dressing. Hyde Food. powder
car wash, glass cleaner. Flitz Metal Polish
and a handy carrying case. $54.95

AMG ACCESSORIES

We are a factory-authorized dealer. We
have the largest stock of genuine AMG parts
in the U.S.A. Call for prices and instant
shipping. Watch for the opening of our new
AMG installation center

BBS SPOILERS AND WHEELS

BHMA has a complete BBS spoiler and wheel

line. Spoilers are also manufactured in
Germany to the same ridged specifications
as BBS wheels and are made from a flexible,
paintable, rubberzied material. Available
for most German cars. BBS wheels are
available in one-piece or the new three-
piece modular sport wheel. Call or write for
more information.

ORDERS PHONED IN BY 3PM
TOLL-FREE 800-421-0911

TO ORDER BY MAIL:

Send us your name. address and telephone
number, plus a brief description of the items
you wish to purchase. Add appropriate ship-
ping charges per item from adjacent chart.
CA residents add 6.5% tax. If charging to your
American Express, Carte Blanche, Diner's
Club, Master Card or Visa listaccount number
and expiration date. Mail to

Beverly Hills Motoring Accessories
200 S. Robertson Bivd.. Dept. CD-10
Beverly Hills. California 90211

TO ORDER BY TELEPHONE:

Call our 24-hour toll-free order line (800-
421-0911). If you live in CA. AL or a foreign
country call 213-657-4800.

Orders received by 3 pm will generally be
shipped the same day. Please allow extra

1 WHEEL CLEANER

P-21is a German-made wheel cleaner which
will clean all types of wheels (even polished
aluminum) without harm as it contains no
acids or alkalines. Recommended by all
leading German automakers. Spray on and
hose off. 3- 16 ounce spray bottles at $11.95
each = $35.85. (Available in lots of 3 only).

SH COVERS

Custom-made dash covers are individually
tailored for each vehicle, and will protect
your dash and steering wheel from sun.
Covered weights at corners keep it in place.
Choose tan. navy. dark brown, black or
grey. Available in vinyl $59.95. leather
$149.95 or suede $149.95.

VENTED DUST COVERS

New vents assure cool brakes while pre-
venting dust build-up on your wheels. Made
for most cars. Specify steel. alloy or after-

market wheel, size and type. Lifetime
warranty. Does not affect braking system!
Setof 2 $29.95 Set of 4 $54.95

CORVETTE SPOILERS AND SKIRTS

Our own exclusive aerodynamic kit will
compliment your 84 or ‘85 Corvette’s great

looks. Made from the same high-quality
material as your Corvette’s body panels.
they can easily be painted to match paint
and easy to install. Front spoiler $395.00.
Side skirt $395.00 pair

MINI MAG LIGHT

Features a compact 5%" black ano-
dized aluminum case and unique opti-
cal design. Gives about 20 times the
light you'd expect from 2 AA penlight
batteries. Reg. $16.95.

THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL AT $9.95
Please add $3.00 for shipping charges

NEW 56-pg BHMA SUMMER CATALOG

Just about everything imagineable for car
and driver. Send $3.00 for your postpaid
copy. refundable with first order. Catalog
sent free with any order

AIR FREIGHT SHIPPING AVAILABLE

TWO GREAT

To protect your car's interior and finish from
fading, nothing beats our exclusive BLUE-
GUARD™ 100% cotton car covers. Treated
with 3M Scotchguard for water repellency,
they can't trap moisture and won 't scratch
even the most deli-
cate paint. Our BLUE-
GUARD™ covers help
keep your car clean
and dust-free, garaged or outdoors, and can
be easily washed in a home-type machine.
For vehicles exposed to more severe weather
conditions (rain, snow, and industrial fallout)
we have developed our new STORMGUARD ™
car cover. Made of an exceptionally strong
3-layer bonded material that is highly water
repellent and resists acids, rips and tears,
etc. However, because the material is much
thicker and bulkier, it will not fit in home
washing machines.

Both BLUEGUARD™ and STORMGUARD™

NEW!

Beverly Hills Motoring Accessories has
always been the first to bring you new and
innovative accessories for your car. This
concept has been the hallmark of our busi-

BLUEGUARD™

Call TOLL FREE: 800-421-0911

Will Dol

LOCKGUARD™

VERS TO CHOOSE FROM

covers are custom fitted to each make and
model vehicle, have built-in elastic ten-
sioners to assure a snug fit, and come with
special loops and tie-down rope for use in
high winds. Each comes with a 2-year
guarantee on materials
and craftsmanship.

SLONMBUALS BLUEGUARD™ and

STORMGUARD™ covers are available for
virtually all models of cars and trucks.
BLUEGUARD™: $99.95 for most small cars.
$109.95 for most mid-size and larger-size
vehicles. $119.95 for most pick-ups, limos
and vans. STORMGUARD™: $119.95 for
most small cars. §129.95 for most mid-size
and larger-size vehicles. $139.95 for most
pick-ups, limos and vans. (Please call for
exact prices and applications for your
vehicle). Please add $10.00 for our special
LOCKGUARD™ security system

CAR COVERS IN DESIGNER COLORS

burgundy and navy. These covers still have
all the same great features as our regular
Blueguard™ covers, but now you can match
the color of your cover to the color of your
To order, please

ness for over eight car.

years. We are now add $50.00 to the price
proud to introduce to of our Blueguard™
you our new “designer covers listed above

colors” car covers. Made of the same 1007
cotton material as our Blueguard™ covers.
they are now available in black. grey. red.

GERMAN SUNROOF DEFLECTORS

This precision-made sunroof deflector easily
bolts into place and cuts down on wind
noise and turbulence. Available for factory
sunroofs for most imported and domestic
cars. $49.95.

NARDI STEERING WHEELS

The standard of the world in steering wheels
is the Italian-made Nardi. Comes complete
with hub and horn adaptor for most cars
and trucks. Choose 14" or 15" in wood with
polished or black spokes $178.95, wood
with gold spokes $349.95 or black leather
with black spokes $139.95.

SHIPPED ON THE SAME DAY

In California. Alaska
and Foreign Countries

213-657-4800
SHIPPING CHARGES

AMG Accessories . . « .«

BBS Spoilers & Wheels . Collect
BHMA Car Care Kit . $6.00
Blueguard Covers . $ 7.00
Bobob 2 Baby Seat . . . oo . 852000

Corvette Spoilers & Skirts . . . . . Collect
European License Plates . B

FrontEnd Bras. . . . .
German Sunroof Deflectors .+ . . .

Headlight Covers . ........ §500
OO0 MBS s o o570 5 s ain essrals §7.00
Nardi Steering Wheels . . . . . .. § 7.00
P-21 Wheel Cleaner cees $500
Recaro Seats . . . « <. Collect
SisalMats « o« o o o v v u coe. §700
Sterling Silver Car Key Chains . . . § 5.00

Tailor-Made Sheepskins
Vented Dust Covers
Wood Dashboard

Because dark colors are prone to fade from
the sun, we do not recommend these dyed
colors for prolonged outdoor use.

EUROPEAN LICENSE PLATES

Authentic German and British license plates
are now available for the front of your
vehicle. Choose from white German plate
with embossed black letters or British plate
with raised silver letters on a black back-
ground. Comes with all hardware. German

$29.95. British $34.95

HEADLIGHT COVERS

Available in smoked grey or clear plexiglass.

Improves aerodynamics and looks. Easily

installed—no holes to drill. Available for

many popular applications. $39.95 pair.
A ————

FRONT END BRAS

Protects against road debris, tar, bugs and
sand. Unique attachment prevents flapping
at high speeds. Do not leave bra on when
wet. Two styles of bras are available for
most imported and domestic automobiles
We have the largest selection of the finest
quality bras in the U.S. Priced from $64.95
to $109.95. Call or write for prices

PORSCHE DESIGN

We carry a complete line of Porsche Design
merchandise. Precision made in Germany.
Call or write for further information

CD-10




:CONFISCATED:

Sports Cars 4x4 s, Vans, Alrcraft Boats, As Low As $200

the General Public can purchase
vehicles like Cadillacs, Corvettes, )ags, and
Porsches. Boats like Dozzeys, Scarabs, even
yachts, and many other items. These items were
confiscated by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agen-
cies as well as Government Surplus,: Buy Direct
from the U.S. Government.: Some for as low as
$200.00, this could also be a good money making
opportunit avallable ln all states. An opportuni-
ty to buy LOW and sell HIGH !

We are the nation’s

Yes now

[J ENCLOSED IS $9.95 FOR MY ORDER.

[ ENCLOSED IS $29.95 for full US Coverage.
MAIL TO: United Information Bureau

7403 W. Canal Dr., Suite 554 Dept. C1
Kennewick, WA 99336

United Information Bureau is your Direct Link to
these Official sale notices which are sent to you
periodically direct from the U.S. Government,
telling Kou when and where in your area these
sales take place

To Apply for your sales notices in your area send $9.95
or for complete U.S. coverage send $29.95 check or
money order to UNITED INFORMATION BUREAU, by

&, filling out the coupon below
W

leading information service

ADDRESS
CITY
STATE

ANTI-SWAY-BAR
HANDLING KITS

FREE All Domestic & Import
Catalog & ® Forged not welded ends

Handling Book @ 23 years eng. exp.
® Best quality steel
® 1000 applications
656 East Street, Lake Park, FL 33403

| lappcol

305/844-2531

PANTERA

SERVICE - PARTS - SALES
HALL PANTERA
World's Largest Pantera Dealer

FREE CATALOG

9210 Alondra - Bellflower, CA 90706
(213) 867-3319 (213) 866-5852

CLASS. ADV. CONT'D. FROM PAGE 133
INSTRUCTION

DRIVERS WANTED.

(NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY)

No one ever said going racing would be easy. But,
at the Jim Russell/British School of Motor Racing,
we can put you in the driver's seat and on the track.

No experience necessary.

Whatever your goals, we can take you from raw
beginner to seasoned professional, and we'll sup-
ply the cars, the tracks and the knowledge All you
supply is the
enthusiasm.

To receive our exciting 3 R T
sz Jinm Russell
write or call
BRITISH SCHOOL OF MOTOR RACING
JRBSMR, 22255 Eucalyptus Ave., Rm. R-1, Riverside, CA 92508

JRBSMR CANADA, PO. Box 119, Mt. Tremblant, Quebec, Canada JOT1ZO
(714) 656-3576 US.A. [J (819) 425-2739 Canada

TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-8755

MISCELLANEOUS

Blgger - More . Powerful
N\ Muslces .. Faster! Unique
muscle pumping methods
Free Booklet & Reports!
Send name & address to:
UNIVERSAL -A,Box 6694,Detroit,M| 4824

A

DRIVE THROUGH SNOW & ICE guaranteed better trac-
tion than chains. Test proven. Smooth riding. California
approved. YETI SNOW NET, 20366 Harper, Dept. 10-C,
Harper Woods, M| 48225. (800) 821-5679.

To place a response generating
money-making ad
call us collect
or
send your copy to:

Car & Driver
Classified Advertising
1 Park Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, NY 10016

Rates:
lar Classified—$5.80 per
mm} minimum 15 words or $87.00
Dlsplay—.fﬂs per inch,
3 inch maximum

Frequency discounts and other
exciting options available. Call
collect for information.

2
7
2
5
o
3
5
9
9
4

Charge your ad to American
Express, Diners Club, MC, Visa

THIS MAGAZINE IS
AVAILABLE IN
DIRECT INQUIRIES TO:

MICRO PHOTO DIVISION

BELL& HOwELL

OLD MANSFIELD, ROAD
WOOSTER OH 44691
Contact Christine Ellis
Call toll-free (800) 321-9881

in Ohio, call (216) 264-6866 collect
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with Michelin out, we have McLaren on
our side now, but that’s not really been a
deciding factor, because McLaren hasn’t
been as dominant as last year. Lotus has
improved a bunch, Ferrari has improved a
very big bunch, and McLaren’s going to be
pushed this year. Honda’s been working
very hard on their engines for Williams. If
they get them a little better, they’re going
to climb close. And Arrows, as you've seen,
is getting fairly good support, and its
BMW engines are strong and the car is
fairly well balanced. Alfa has done a tre-
mendous amount of testing and invested a
lot of money, and they’ve improved a ton.
They've just recently started using the
Bosch fuel-management system.

“I think most of these engines have had

Fuel regs have driven Renault to develop hot
engine for qualifying, econo model for racing.

the horsepower to go faster,” says Gaug,
“but some haven’t had the fuel-control
systems to let them turn the boost up, yet
keep within the 220 liters of fuel allotted
per car for the races. That’s what made the
McLarens with the Porsche-engineered
TAG engines so dominant last year. They
were able to go faster longer and not run
out of fuel, and they won races. But over
the winter, Ferrari has done a tremendous
amount of work. They'’re all better. And
since all the top teams are on Goodyears,
I'm quite happy.

“Unfortunately, Michelin dropped out,
so we can’t compare directly, but we have
improved our tires drastically. For F1, we
switched to radials from bias-ply tires, and
we had quite a steep learning curve. You
must appreciate the problems that Pirelli
has had, and that Michelin had for three or
four years before they had a winning tire.
Pirelli still is having difficulty, despite hav-
ing Brabham, one of the best teams in For-
mula 1. I'd consider that Goodyear has
climbed the hill pretty rapidly. We didn’t
win many races last year for several rea-
sons. First, we had to learn how to make
the radials. And we were running against
McLaren, which was dominant. McLaren
was also equipped with Michelins, which
were outstandingly good. Radials, when
you learn how to make them, are super.
They’re consistent in size and perfor-
mance, they’re more puncture-resistant,
they’re faster, and they wear better.

“Anybody who makes a good radial, you
have to give ’em credit. Everything has to
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Four-mile laps at Spa blister qualifying tires ':

(above). When race is postponed, Jackie
Stewart (below) immediately waves bye-bye.

be more precise. The equipment requires
a high investment. Our bias-ply racing
tires are almost hand-built from start to
finish, like they used to build tires for pas-
senger cars 30 or 40 years ago. Radial pro-

duction is much more mechanized. But @

once you've learned how to build radials,
you can roll ’em out like doughnuts.”

At that moment, portly British F1 com-
mentator Anthony Marsh sticks his head in
the door, drawing a big laugh by asking,
“Did somebody say ‘doughnuts’?”” Marsh's
English-language commentary and wry
humor have been echoing out of racetrack
loudspeakers for decades, but he can offer
no late-breaking news on Spa’s pavement.

Williams driver Nigel Mansell leans in
the door for an update, and Jackie Stewart
nips over from his ESPN-TV booth, want-
ing to leave for home if a race cancellation
is announced. Anthony Marsh intones,
“I've done Formula 1 for 30 years, and I've
never seen a race canceled at the last in-
stant.” But he feels it’s likely.

Formula 1 safety delegate Derek
Ongaro sticks a finger into the pavement
up to the second knuckle. He shows the
blackened digit to one and all, prompting
many rude comments about where he’s
had it. Anyone can simply pry up the as-
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phalt’s coarse aggregate with a fingernail.

“That open aggregate was used on pur-
pose,” says Lee Gaug, “but that also is one
of the reasons why it’s breaking up so fast,
so easy.” As a racing-tire expert, Gaug
knows pavement, too. “It was built open
because the company that laid it was pro-
moting two unique features: rubberized
asphalt, which makes a very grippy surface,
and an open pattern, which is supposed to
drain water more quickly so the tires don’t
aquaplane in the rain. Even in the wet, it
would not be too slick. The openness is
helping it tear up, but after it’s cured, I

got around the corner and looked in my
rear-vision mirror, and it looked as if there
was no one else in the race! Something like
fifteen cars went off! Jackie Stewart and
Graham Hill finished up down inside one
of the houses.”

Brabham won the race, but he shudders
to think what the old circuit would have
been like with one of today’s turbo cars.

Speaking as a more or less impartial ob-
server, Lee Gaug says, ““The horsepower
has just got to stop. I don’t like the fuel
rules or the idea of smaller tires, but it all
helps slow them down. They supposedly
are getting an easy 1000 horsepower out

think it would be super.”

Pl - 8 = Ve " S »
Jack Brabham talks about rain and the
old Spa. “It’s not the same course, really,
because they’ve now chopped it in half. In
those days we had telegraph posts and
trees and houses lining the circuit instead
of barriers. So you can imagine how dan-
gerous it would be at today’s speeds. In
1966, the race started dry from here, and I
got to the top of the hill and started off
down the long grade to the big, fast right-
hander at the bottom, and I got there at, I
suppose, close to 190 mph, and suddenly
the road was wet underneath me and there
were no warning flags. I think that was
probably the biggest fright I ever had in a
motorcar . .. I was lucky: I was the first
there and I had the whole road to myself,
and I was full lock and the car drifted
across the road headed straight for a
house. There was a little lip of concrete at
the edge of the tarmac, and I just slliiiid un-
til I touched that, and it was just enough to
stop the car from going into the house. I

SRS

Markers (above) in memory of dead drivers dot old Spa circuit. Brabham-BMW computer (above) brings
howling 1000 hp to today’s venue, but lovers (below) are left in peace when GP is rescheduled.

S
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of 1.5 liters. When they go down to 1.3 li-
ters to meet the coming rules, it’s going to
be so expensive! The engines will have to
have ceramic insides, and evolution, by
golly, is going to get the power up there all
over again. They’ll wind those things up so
tight! Even today, if somebody blew an en-
gine passing the pits, something could fly
out like a rifle shot and kill somebody.”
Jean Sage, longtime team manager of
the Renault F1 effort, also thinks little of
fuel regulations. Tall and slim, he looks
out at the world through bright eyes under
bushy brows. He speaks excellent English
and knows exactly what he wants to say.
“The race at Imola was a disaster for For-
mula 1 when several cars ran out of fuel.
Mr. Balestre wanted F1 to cost less, but his
regulations cost us more because we have
to build both qualifying and race engines.
We have last year’s engine, called the
EF4B, with the new fuel injection, and we
use it for qualifying. We have a new -en-
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gine, the EF15, with a longer stroke and
narrower bore, which needs less fuel, and
we are using it in the races.

“It’s going to be even worse with a rule
limiting cars to 195 liters of fuel. A big
fight between drivers, or a fuel system
which simply goes wrong, will cause cars to
run out of fuel. This will not be very good
for F1, which should be the top formula
with very few restrictions. It’s really taking
people as idiots to try to make them be-
lieve that Formula 1 has to spare fuel!

“I think our regulations should be very
simple,” says Sage. “We should have a cu-
bic capacity the car would have to fit in
[meaning outside dimensions], and a spec-

ified width of wheels, and that’s all. We
should leave the engineers free to do dif-
ferent things. At the moment, Formula 1
has so many V-6 engines . ..”

And not one of them will race at Spa this
weekend. Early-afternoon Friday turns to
late Saturday by the time the postpone-
ment of the Belgian GP is officially an-
nounced. The decision has been slow in
coming, but it is the right one. Finland’s
Keke Rosberg sums it up: “Look, say
you're playing an ice-hockey game and the
ice breaks . . . you call it off.”

A ride around the course with British
photographer Martyn Goddard shows the

corners to be rutted deeply enough for

THE CONCOURS:
The Ultimate
Car Cover

included.
MG, Spitfire, Fiat Spyder: $95

Cadillac, Lincoln, Rolls Royce: $145

CUSTOM FLOOR MATS

PLUSH MATS — Luxurious, durable 38-0z. nylon carpet
set in double jute with a latex backing makes this the
finest mat available. Anti-skid locks prevent curling and
sliding. Car logo or monogram is hand-dyed and heat set;
will not tear, lift or fade. Matching colors for all inter-
iors. 2-pc set, $50. 4-pc set, $65. Plain mats (no
Iogo/monogram): 2-pc set, $45. 4-pc set, $60.

COCO MATS — Deluxe European style mats trap dirt
and absorb moisture. Durable, tightly-woven natural
fibers. Black, Tan, Brown Jasp, Blue Jasp, Green Jasp,
Red/Maroon Jasp, Black/Tan Tweed, Brown/Tan Tweed,
Grey Tri-Color. 2-pc set, $30. 4-pc set, $36.

NOW! CARGO AREA MATS — Coco, $36. Plush, $60.
Take 5% off when ordered with floor mats.

All prices postpaid.

REAR AND SIDE WINDOW LOUVRES

Increase security, keep your car up to 30% cooler, and
reduce upholstery fade with our louvres. Practical yet
stylish, these are among the finest louvres made. Rear
window louvre is durable aircraft aluminum with stainless-
steel hardware. Twin locks prevent theft. Louvre lifts up
for easy cleaning of rear window

Side louvres are sculpted of high-grade graphite and
hydrocarbon compounds and are finished to match rear
louvre. They clip on in secpnds to complete the-picture:,
of sportiness.

REAR WINDOW LOUVRES:

Datsun Z & ZX 2-seater w/o wiper, Celica and Supra
78-81 w/o wiper, Scirocco 75-85 w/o wiper: $99 PPD.

Accord 76-83, Civic 80-83, Camaro & Firebird 75-81,
280ZX 2 + 2 or 280ZX 2-seater, Mustang 79-85, Corolla
76-83, RX-7 w/o wiper, Scirocco 75-85: $109 PPD.

Charger, 024, TC3, Daytona, Laser, CRX, Capri 79-82,
Sentra, Stanza, 200SX 80-83, Celica/Supra 82-85, Cor-
olla 80-85, Celica/Supra 78-81, RX-7, Starion, Corvette
78-82, 300ZX, Dodge Conquest, Accord 84-85: $119 PPD.

Capri 83-85, Camaro & Firebird 82-85, Fuego 82-85,
Corvette 1984-85, 200SX 84-85: $139 PPD.

*All above will fit with rear window wiper except as
shown. &

SIDE LOUVRES:

240/260/280Z 2-seater, 280ZX, Corolla 80-83,
Celica/Supra 78-81, Scirocco 75-81, RX-7: $50/pair PPD.

Daytona, Laser, 300ZX, Accord 82-85, Celica/Supra
82-85, Scirocco 82-85, Starion: $60/pair PPD.

*Deduct $5 from price when ordered with rear louvre.
All prices postpaid.

Our MOTOR DESIGN exclusive flannel-lined car covers will provide maximum protection for your
prized automotive finish. The CONCOURS is constructed of a densely-woven, heavyweight polycot-
ton fabric that offers greater water-repellancy and durability than any other cover.

This is a handcrafted, precision cut, custom-fit cover, and most patterns are complete with mirror-
pockets. All seams are twin-needle sewn and backstitched for permanence. A one-inch quadruple-
sewn elastic hem runs all along the lower edge (not just front and rear, but all around) to eliminate
wind flap. Our Locking Device, which utilizes a coated steel cable, reinforced grommets, and padlock
is standard on The CONCOURS. FREE STORAGE BAG, antenna reinforcements, and tie-downs are

BMW 4-cyl, RX-7, Prelude, Porsche 911, 944, Rabbit, Fiero: $105
Audi, BMW 6-cyl, Corvette, 280ZX, 300ZX, Ferrari, Saab,
Full-size American cars except below, Jaguar XJ6, XJ12:

ALL COVERS SHIPPED FREE. IF YOUR CAR IS NOT LISTED, PLEASE INQUIRE.

Mustang, Camaro, Firebird, Celica, Supra, Starion: $115
$130

BREATHABLE NAUGAHYDE MASKS

This revolutionary product of breathable black
Naugahyde allows you to keep the mask on indefinitely,
giving constant protection from stones, bugs, tar, and
other roadway debris. Snug-fitting multi-piece design
looks great and allows for hood opening or headlight use
without “‘unmasking’’ your car. Under-hood fasteners for
theft prevention; soft knit backing protects paint.
$60 PPD except the following cars: Audi 5000, Corvette
75-on, Supra 82-on, 300ZX, Trans Am w/Aero Package,
200SX 84-on, Thunderbird 83-on: $65 PPD

HEADLAMP COVERS

Add aerodynamic styling with these shatter-resistant
plastic headlamp protectors. Attractive logo design
graphics. No drilling required. Clear or smoke tinted

Camaro, Iroc or Z28 82-85, Capri 79-85, TC3, 024, Ram-
page, Laser, Daytona, Lancer, LeBaron GTS, Colt,
Charger, Mustang and GT 79-85, SVO Mustang, Tempo,
Thunderbird 83-85, Rabbit GTI, Honda CRX, Accord,
300ZX, Impulse, Cougar, Topaz, Merkur, Mitsubishi Cor-
dia, Mirage, Monte Carlo SS, Olds Cutlass Calais, Grand
Am: $38/pair PPD.

Camaro 78-81, Firebird or Trans Am 79-81: $42/pair

PPD.
Datsun 280Z, 280ZX: 49/pair PPD.

FREE SHIPPING WITHIN U.S.A.
ORDER TOLL-FREE
800-648-6670

In NY, AK, HI CALL 516-488-6670
Phone Orders: VISA, MC, AM. EXP.
Mon 9-9, Tue-Fri 9-6, Sat 10-5
MOTOR DESIGN CORP.

1761 Hempstead Turnpike
Dept. 305 Box 366
Elmont, NY 11003
(New York residents add sales tax)
Send $1 for 1985 color Catalog
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summer planting. Three consecutive days
of sun, unheard of in the Ardennes, have
gone to waste. Next stops for Formula 1,
Montreal and Detroit.

If it’s raining, this must be Michigan.
Home again. The morning before the De-
troit Grand Prix, a soaking sky descends
and dumps on the riverfront and the glit-
tering Renaissance Center, leaving few F1
fun seekers to brave the elements with tur-
bos underfoot. With his Renaults tucked
under yellow slickers, Jean Sage hopes for
a better day tomorrow and better cars
down the road for his drivers, Patrick
Tambay and Derek Warwick.

“What has changed since last year is that
Gérard Larrousse, who was in charge of
our racing program, has gone to Ligier
with our former engineer Michel Tétu,”
says Sage. ““Tétu had already designed the
monocoque and suspension for our RE60.
The main problem was that it was too
heavy. It’s very difficult to make a car
lighter without weakening parts, but we
got the car down to 555 kilos for the weigh-
in at Spa, which is not too bad, and Patrick
did a good fourth place on the grid on Fri-
day before the race was called off. And as
you’ve seen since, in Canada, he did about
two-thirds of the race in fourth place,
which was not bad. He was not too far from
Alboreto, and we will have for the French
Grand Prix a car we're going to call
REG60B, which is going to be at the weight
limit. Patrick will have this car first because
he has more points than Derek.”

Sage looks slightly shocked when told
that most insiders consider Nelson Piquet
the best driver in Formula 1.

“I don’t think Piquet is the best,” says
Sage without malice. “I think Prost is may-
be the best. [When Prost left Renault two
years ago under unhappy circumstances
because his steady wins had brought no
championship, his beef was largely with
the now departed Larrousse.] Yes, I think
Prost is the best, if not beaten at the mo-
ment by Senna at Lotus. For our drivers,
Derek is very good on tight courses, and
Patrick has been very, very good always on
very fast tracks.” No lover of tight, bumpy
tracks, the good-humored Tambay tells
CBS’s Chris Economaki that racing in De-
troitis like two hours on the bull at Gilley’s.

“Our engines are our strong point,”
says Jean Sage. ‘“The other teams that use
our engines are also very happy. Lotus,
which has the best chassis today, is in a po-
sition to win on each track with our en-
gines. We don’t build the engines for Lo-
tus and Ligier in our Renault workshop
because it’s not big enough. We have a ma-
chine workshop about a two hours’ drive
from Paris doing it. They were making
parts for us, and they want to do so well, to
prove that they're better than we are. In
fact, I really think they build the engines
better than we build our own!

“I think the strong, coming team at the
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moment is Ferrari,” says Sage. “They were
strong in Canada. When Patrick caught
Stefan Johansson, who was not warned by
his pits, Johansson put in more boost and
went away. The Ferrari is the most power-
ful engine and the most usable—is that
possible, ‘usable’? Drivable! Yes, the most
drivable, because maybe the BMW four-

cylinder is as powerful as the Ferrari V-6,
but using the BMW engine in the Brabham
seems terrible at the moment. Maybe it has
something to do with Brabham’s tires,
huh? I think they have lots of trouble on
tight tracks to warm up their Pirellis.”
Inside poop, however, has it that
Brabham’s woes stem less from the tires
and the engine than from the chassis. Sad-
eyed BMW turbomeister Paul Roche’s long

face masks a rousing sense of humor
honed in Munich beer halls. He handles
prying questions smoothly: “We have no
problem at the moment with the engines.
Our problem is the combination: tires and
downforce. We have done in the winter a
lot of development work to get better en-
gine reliability, and now they run more
power. The race power, oh, between 800
and 850 hp. For qualification, we are be-
tween 950 and 1000 horsepower that we
can use. We have two types of engines, one
for fast circuits and one for slow. The pow-

er band starts at about 7000 rpm for the | Although McLarens dominated 1984 season with one dozen wins between world champion Niki
Lauda and runner-up Alain Prost, new technologies of (from top) Michele Alboreto’s Ferrari, Keke
slower ones. But we have a lot of | Rosberg’s Williams-Honda, and Ayrton Senna’s Lotus-Renault have turned '85 season into rat race.

fast circuits and about 6000 rpm for the
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FIRING

SEMI-AUTOMATIC

MACHINE
PISTOL

This rapid fire 22 Cal. “Commando” type
machine pistol looks like the famous hard-
hitting weapon so popular with combat attack
groups. This side mounted, detachable, ten-
round clip sprays pellets into the target as fast
as you can pull the trigger. Only $4.95 plus 95¢
for postage and handling. Complete satisfaction
guaranteed or your money refunded. NY resi-
dents please add applicable sales tax.

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, DEPT. 574AZ64
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057

FREE: Target and 50 Reusable Pellets
Not Sold in New York City— No 'Permit Required

N

10 ROUND—
SIDE MOUNTED CLIP

r-——-—---—-_---

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 574AZ64
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057
Yes, please rush me my 22 caliber pellet-firing Semi-Automatic Machine
Pistol. Also include my FREE target and 50 reuseable pellets. I'm en-
closing $4.95—the complete purchase price—plus 95¢ for postage and
handling. If I'm not completely satisfied you'll refund my money right
away.

Name

Address

City

State Zip
NY residents please add applicable sales tax.
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wheelspin, and torque will not help us to-
day in this wet. We can normally use 100
horsepower more at 7000 rpm, but it’s too
much right now in Detroit with the rain.”

And what about Arrows, which uses the
BMW turbo for Gerhard Berger and
Thierry Boutsen?

“They run much better now than last
year,” says Roche, “and the thing is, they

Senna debriefs in Detroit with Lotus’s Peter
Warr (standing) and Gérard Ducarouge (left).

earned their way up. They know more
about turbo engines now, they know more
about what they can do with them. I think
each team has to learn how to handle tur-
bocharged engines. Next year, they will be
better again.

“But next year the consumption rules
will drop the average power down be-
tween five and ten percent. I hope it’s not
so bad for the four-cylinders as the other
ones,” Roche says with a laugh. “The
Ferraris have a very powerful engine and
very low fuel consumption, and they have a
six-cylinder! I think they have done a
bloody good work!”

The pastime of F1 teams is giving fits to
the competition, and computers see to the
job for them. “Every single one of them
has computers of some sort,” says British
Journalist Michael Tee. “All of them are a
little bit cagey, but probably the most so-
phisticated is the Renault unit. They are
pumping everything straight back to Paris,
and getting instant replies. The McLaren
computer last year was probably the best,
but they’re all moving in different direc-
tions, and the simple technology that we
all once understood seems to have gone
completely out the window.”

One thing that’s never passé in F1 is a
driver who consistently puts gift and grit
together when circumstances fit. Whenev-
er a street circuit presents itself, Nigel
Mansell is sure to be up front.

“I think I always go well at places like
Monaco and Detroit,” the Englishman
says, “because I run the same pace on
street courses that I run everywhere else,
but everybody else slows down.”

When Mansell first came to Williams last
winter after his friction-fraught tenure
with Lotus, he tested designer Patrick
Head’s 09 Williams-Honda chassis, which
Keke Rosberg had been knocking all year
for understeer. After a half-dozen laps with
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After pandemonium of Detroit start (above),
Williams’s Keke Rosberg (below right) beats
Ferrari’s happy, ascendant Stefan Johansson.
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useful power oversteer, Mansell told Frank
Williams that what the car had wasn’t an
understeer problem but a throttle-lag
problem. Keke had been pitching the car
sideways into corners and standing on the
throttle, but by the time the boost came
up, the car nosed irretrievably into stub-
born understeer. Driving with more empa-
thy for adhesion at the front, balancing the
car more carefully, and getting on the
throttle earlier, Mansell called up over-
steer at will. So much for 09’s bad
reputation.

One observer says flatly: “Rosberg is
not a good test driver. And the control of
the Honda horsepower made it even more
difficult—though the BMW evidently has
the most uncontrollable power around.
But if Rosberg had been teamed with a
tough, analytical guy like Jones or Niki
Lauda, his results would have been better.
But Williams’s biggest problem is still that
Honda’s engine hasn’t come along as fast
as some of the others’.”

The Detroit race may change all that. A
source close to Williams mutters an aside:
“If you were to say that the new Honda has
a longer stroke for better response and
fuel efficiency, you would not be wrong.”

True to his rep, Mansell qualifies his
Williams-Honda on the front row along-
side pole sitter Ayrton Senna’s Lotus-Re-
nault. Savoring the Honda V-6’s new vital-
ity, Keke Rosberg qualifies fifth and
charges into the lead. He defeats the
Johansson and Alboreto Ferraris. Mansell,
Senna, and Prost each crash on the pesky
marbles at Turn Three. Despite his repu-
tation as a lunatic at the wheel, Rosberg’s

Racing around the Corner

SEPTEMBER

15 NASCAR Delaware 500, Dover Downs Inter-
national Speedway, Dover, Del.

15 SCCA Bendix Brake Trans-Am Championship,
Saint Louis International Raceway, East Saint

Louis, Mo.

21 SCCA Budweiser Forest National PRO Rally
Championship, Chillicothe, Ohio

22 NASCAR Goody's 500, Martinsville Speed-
way, Martinsville, Va.

22 CART/PPG Detroit News 200, Michigan Inter-
national Speedway, Brooklyn, Mich.

28 FIA San Remo Pro Rally, San Remo, Italy

28 SCCA Playboy United States Endurance Cup,
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, Ohio

29 NASCAR Holly Farms 400, North Wilkesboro

dway, North Wilkesboro, N.C.

29 SCCA Bendix Brake Trans-Am Championship,
Sears Point International Raceway, Sonoma, I
Calif.

29 IMSA Camel GT/GTO/GTU, Kelly American
Chalienge, Watkins Glen Circuit, Watkins
Glen, New York

OCTOBER

4 NHRA Fallnationals, Phoenix, Arizona

6 NASCAR Miller High Life 500, Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway, Charlotte N.C.

6 CART/PPG Laguna Seca 300, Laguna Seca
Raceway, Monterey, Calif.

6 IMSA Camel GT/GTO/GTU, Champion Spark
Plug Challenge, and Kelly American Cha!-

lenge, Columbus Motor Sp y, Col
Ohio

13 IMSA Renault Cup Trophy, Road Atlanta,
Gainesville, Ga.

13 IMSA Firestone Firehawk Endurance Champi-
onship, Watkins Glen Circuit, Watkins Glen,
N.Y.

18 SCCA Champion Spark Plug Road Racing
Classic, Road Atlanta, Gainesville, Ga.

18 NHRA Winston World Finals, Pomona, Calif.

20 NASCAR American 500, North Carolina Mo-
tor Speedway, Rockingham, N.C.

25 SCCA Budweiser Press On Regardless PRO

. Rally, Houghton, Mich.
29 FIA Céte d'Ivoire Rally, Abidjan, Ivory Coast

career has brought wins in the mazes of
Monaco, Dallas, and Detroit.

The French GP at Circuit Paul Ricard
brings a bolt-from-the-blue win for Pi-
quet’s Pirellis and Brabham-Bimmer.
Rosberg, Prost, Johansson, and Lotus’s de
Angelis follow them home. The British GP
at Silverstone finishes with Prost,
Alboreto, and Ligier’s Jacques Laffite on
the rostrum. Prost is closing on Alboreto’s
points lead. Prost has won three GPs this
year, and Alboreto, de Angelis, Piquet,
Rosberg, and Senna one apiece. So far,
eight races, six winners.

This is a season of hot dates. With Spa’s
second chance set for this fall, she may be
the first to kiss the 1985 world driving
champion. Watch her tongue, guy. °
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THE RELIABLE COLLECTION: QUALITY AND SELECTION
CONNOISSEURS DEMAND. s

Custom manufactured from over

10,000 patterns!
THESE ARE NOT UNIVERSAL FIT CAR
A COVERS! Two special fabrics to choose
COVERS: Mty ofEvlion 3
1 . Made of Evolutiol nic
UM Bm ffzom Kimberly Clar:’. Recom;hzended
. in extreme climates where itis
hance the sporty appearance of your 'O US€ 1N o Hi ; '
hicle and guard against pitting from :gég",ga%'% : ﬂ;, wg%f%‘"'
rmiul road debris and bugs. These i or imitar pollutants (inclading bat- '
istom bras are constructed from ' Duoable 34 i THEFTGUARD’
yrable vinyl with soft flannel backing &% 36i9) 6. iayer construc- A RE| JABLE EXCLUSIVE! Tan DuraSoft®
protect your paint. Many bras offer 107 [ESISIS punctures, tears and ips ® - igs instalation of cover during windy condi-  Tan DuraShleld™
at-bonded silkscreened logos and Thicker, bulkier fabric can't be washed tions and helps deter thett. Simply insert
any of our higher quality bras ofer " most home machines. . stggm door opening and close door. (Patent ~ CAR COVER LISTING #2
nbossed logos. The higher quality TAN DURASOFT® CAR COVERS: Easily = #4355839)

as are finely detailed and are con-
ructed of a heavier weight vinyl. If

S CARCOVER LISTING #1

¢ Alfa Romeo e Arrow # Astre » Audi Fox » Austin « BMW 2002, 318i, 320j and 325e * Bobcat ©
\7‘4\ Cavalier » Champ e Chevette  Cimarron ¢ Colt ® Datsun e Escort ® EXP e Fiat  Fiero  Fiesta ¢
Firenza » Honda ® LN7 » Lotus ® Lynx » Mazda MG e Monza * Mt © Morris e Nissan e
ovgei © Pinto  Skyhawk  Sprint ¢ Subaru ® Sunbeam e Sunbird » T1000 * Toyota » Triumph ¢
ga » VW Rabbit, Jetta, Scirocco & Karman Ghia. .
. , e Sug. Retail $11795) NOW $99.95
........... (Sug. Retail $131.95) NOW $119.95

#4355839 e é}f;ff}(:‘sj Aston Martn» Aud » MW 5.6 a7gg,zes‘-5m%c . Tgédillac . D%mamgmevmlah
i E 100 to Ca’cm/pfice, inc ler ® Conquest ¢ Corvette » Daytona ® orean » De lomaso e ge xcalibur ¢
’”5’353 %m”j vehicle '3%" e \ith Cable Lock and Cover purchase)  Fertari e Firebitt  Ford e suzu = Jaguar  Jonsen e Lamborghini » Lancia * Lancer e Lincoin »
sun & other elements. Maserati o Mercedes  Mercury » Mitsubishi  Oldsmobile * Peugeot e Plymouth e Pontiac o

s aren't available it will be shipped ~ Scotchguard water repellent and CABLELOCK—STOPS THEFT! Porsche  Renault » Rolls Royce  Rover  Saab e Trans-Am  Thunderbird e Voivo  7-28.

kscreened bras .. . ... . .. .. $64. shrink. Specially woven 8 oz. (most brass lock combine to secursly lock car Tan DuraShield™ .. ... ... ... ...

bk mﬁ covers on the market today are 5 oz.) cover on to your car. Add $10.00 to car cover

........... (Su

 mildew resistant e Won't rip, tear or Plastic coated steel cable and hardened TnDuraSolt® .. ... ... ... ... ... 9. .
E’L SO0 BN WIIWEL g o wen B Imost - tras ik oqmbins o seore lock ' ReDusmeled T e (Sug. Retail §17795) NOW $129.95

. Retail $165.95) NOW $109.95

b \ g : price. Theftguard™ included free. CAR COVER LISTING #3 « <
2 specialty cars: Ferrari, some %’;ﬁggg’;ﬁfg" s Any minand ul sied Pickt « Vo » Standardimousing BroncofBonco I  lazer 10 ‘
les, Peugeot 5058 and ,;egrly ryaoie. & 8-15 « £l Camino » Jeep Jimmy e International Scout ® Land Rover © Ranchero e Ram .
s & Mustangs are slightly Both covers feature: Lifetime guarantee i “
7. Please inquire. against harming your car’s paint. }ﬁ,‘;g' ﬁ,’;}‘:},’ s‘%gg)} A”{g‘w"},’zﬁ
(Breathable—will not trap moisture) e e ' o .
oo year varanyon e« iy ~ T o KE Mmoo o
double stitched seams with elastic ten- j ~(identify your cover with nitials or license plate number) S

sioner insures a perfect fit.

CARPET MATS

Improved NON-SLIP RUBBER BACKING

process laminates rubber to the back of

the mats so they stay put! These plush,
hand-finished mats are constructed
from ‘commercial” quality carpet and
., custom cut for your car with durable
serged edges. Inlaid logo, personal
initials (on front mats only) or plain
(Classic Mats) available. No dyes—
no fading. Specify mat color, inlay color,
and std. or automatic.
INLAID OR INITIAL MATS
These comfortable custom tailored 17 2 piece set . G
! : thick sheepskins wrap around your 4 piece set . .
ese non-skid rubber mats stayin entire seating area and sides. Over 350  Trunk or Calg ly
€ to protect your original carpet. Dirt . specially designed patterns insure *No rubber backing
water won't penetrate through the a hand tailored fit. Completely con-
s. Carpeted drivers heel pad is avail- cealed exclusive fastening system. Two
either monogrammed with your year warranty. '
ice of 3initials or plain. Detailed with  Turbo-style cooling vents increase the Over 12 colors to choose from to com-
r coordinating serged edging. flow of cool outside air to the brake plement your interior. Specify year,
rotors while eliminating corrosive brake - make & model, hi or lo back seat.
dustand grime which can ruin the finish ’gsug, Retail $197.50) NOW $169.00 each

of your car's wheels. Indvidually designed  Prices for some vehicles are higher T Our Color Catalog is FREE
for each vehicle, including after-market e g9 . with purchase, or send $3.00
wheels. Easily installed and backed by . . v (g;mogga%i 7%77 ngt;)grchase),ek
o et o REMOTEALARMS B D&% fob Al
................ $54.95 cify steel or alloy wheel type andggg REMDTE AMHMS o _‘ Credit cards 24 hours a day
. N e $ale 42495 The RMA-231 includes dual 118db el e 800-854-4770
________________ sugs gf,;’gn;’"g]g il o el California, Alaska, Hawali, foreign countries
......... ... 58995 haod protection, ground loop for 7 14‘781'0251
..... $99.95 driving lights and radio protection. Customer Service only. 800-421-7312/ 714-781-0261

Hgmotgaco%n;ftupmwofeetwim SR R
micro-transmitters. ; poi
HE MONTH (Sug. Retail $25990) NOW $15895 ===5"= ====2= =7
For maximum security—the RMA-831.

System includes state-of-the-art 1751-D-10 SPRUCE STREET

sound frequency discriminator, motion
detactor, current sansing, igniion cut RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 92507

out, remote control up to 100 fegt, and ™
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 Qty.  Description  PriceEa.  Amount

Sisal Mats .. .$700
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(Sug. Retail $09.9 NOw $19.95 Oy . s 2y et
Both units will remotely lock and un- Phie o
lock doors with optional kit. Car Cable Lock on Car Cover ’
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. CardNo. Car Cover FREE WITH
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Yes, we have no radios.

® Archaeologists are always poking around
in old caves and tombs, looking for signs of
advanced civilization. They say you can tell
Jjust by reading the writing on the walls. I'll
bet they’d have a terrific time in New York
City. They wouldn’t even have to dig. The
signs are right on the street.

You see the best ones in the windows of
Audis. Mercedes and BMW owners are too
restrained. Audi owners are the kind that
archaeologists would seek out, because
they tell it exactly like it is. In big print, too.
I was walking on First Avenue the other
day, past New York University Hospital,
when I spotted a sign of advanced civiliza-
tion in the sloping back window of a sand-
metallic 5000. It was written with a Magic
Marker on butcher paper. It said, “No Ra-
dio of Any Kind Inside—Already Stolen.”
Another rendering just like it rested on top
of the dashboard.

Such an all-encompassing denial was
rare in itself. The verbal shrug at the
end—too late, guy, too bad—made it areal
find. Plain old “No Radio” signs are as
common as parking tickets, sometimes two
to ablock. I'd seen so many, I began to sus-
pect a trick. Do owners figure the thieves
break in first and then look for the radio?
And if you put up a sign warning of an
empty hole, they won’t break in, is that the
idea? So that’s the way you save your ste-
reo: you post a sign that says you don’t
have one. Come on, you can’t con a crook.

~ Thenext “No Radio” sign I saw was on a
Peugeot. I walked over to it, expecting to
peer in and see the familiar knobs and but-
tons in the middle of the dash. Nothing
was there but a raw hole, spewing wires.

It all reminds me of the Italy I heard
about in my adolescence from returning
vacationers. They spoke of the wonderful-

PATRICK
BEDARD

ly advanced civilization that had taken root
on that soil centuries ago and the marvel-
ous architecture and paintings that it had
created. But you had to be careful. Don’t
drink the water or park your car.

New York is not that advanced. You can
still drink the water. But if you're coming
to visit, well, I used to advise parking in
New Jersey. Now I say western New Jersey.
A guy I know stopped at a diner on Route
17 somewhere between Ramsey and Ram-
apo. While he was noshing, the perps
gained entrance to his vehicle (a Saab) by
throwing a Holley four-barrel through the
passenger-side window. After a closer
look, they decided his radio wasn’t worth
the trouble, and satisfied themselves in-
stead with the Escort he had hidden under
the front seat.

It used to be, if you had a decent
car—thieves prefer Mercedes, BMWs,
Cadillacs, Corvettes, Jaguars, Saabs, Vol-
vos, and the like—checking into long-term
parking at Newark airport was like taking a
number for the chop shop. Airport park-
ing and a lot of other necessities around
this city are handled by a joint New
York-New Jersey venture called the Port
Authority, which has its own police force.
The superintendent is Henry DeGeneste. I
called him to see if things had changed,
and he told me the measures they’re tak-
ing. They have regular patrols. They inves-
tigate every alarm that goes off. If they see
a vehicle driving around, looking as if it’s
scouting the take instead of a parking
place, they approach it.

“But in a lot with 5000 cars,” he says,
“you can’t see everything. I'd caution any-
one with an expensive car—whether
they’re going to the airport or a stadium or
a shopping center—that they attract indi-
viduals who want to break in.” Thieves
know that expensive cars tend to have ex-
pensive stuffinside. They have stereos that
are worth good money on the street.

“We don’t get many hubcap reports
anymore,” DeGeneste goes on. “Cars
don’t have hubcaps. Now they have alloy
wheels. And they’re too much trouble to
take. You need a haul-away vehicle. Stere-
os you can take out in a shopping bag or a
suitcase. Nothing suspicious about that.”

Who are the perps? “Mostly youngsters.
You catch a juvenile, he’s charged with ju-
venile delinquency, and he’s back out do-
ing business, probably in a day orso. Some
of them are free-lancers who sell on the
street. Some of them are entrepreneurs
who steal to order.”

While not absolving airport parking lots,
DeGeneste figures any place with a choice
selection of cars can be trouble. If irony
would help his point, just a few nights be-

fore, he parked his Dodge Aries on Colum-
bus Avenue in Manhattan and went into a
restaurant. Somebody tried for the tele-
phone on the console. In Manhattan they
usually smash a window, probably because
it’s quicker, but this must have been a slim-
jim job down between the glass and the
door. He came back to find the alarm wail-
ing. It was connected to the phone itself,
and it also rings down at headquarters. The
lifters obviously didn’t know whose car they
were hitting, but they were wary enough to
leave without the phone.

As a general rule, Detroit cars don’t get
hit much for stereos. The units tend to be
big and oddly shaped. Europe’s advanced
civilization, on the other hand, has pro-
duced the universal DIN-specification
mounting. Thieves love these small units,
held in with only two clips: bash! pry! and
they’re gone. ‘“Takes ten seconds,”
DeGeneste says. And one size fits all, so
the marketing is easy.

I keep wondering what happens to all of
these stereos. The N.Y.C. police have an
Organized Crime Control Bureau, and it
has an Auto Crime Division, and it has
Captain Gilmartin, who says, “Some are
sold on the street to individuals who can’t
afford new ones. Some are sold through
repair shops to the same people they were
stolen from in the first place. Because
these people have to replace those items.”

Gilmartin and DeGeneste both express
the same frustrations. Gilmartin says,
“Once an individual gets items out of the
car and away from the scene, a police offi-
cer can stop the individual and question
him regarding those items, but he has no
means of connecting them to the car.
We’ve grabbed guys with ten or fifteen
Cadillac bumpers. They all look alike. We
can’t do anything. Can’t prove they’re sto-
len. We know it, but we can’t prove it.
We’re in the business of going before a
Jjudge and having to prove that an individ-
ual violated the law. The individual
doesn’t have to prove that he didn’t.”

Unlike bumpers, stereos have serial
numbers, and the numbers make each one
different, and therefore traceable. But
Catch-22: nobody knows the serial num-
ber of his stereo. DeGeneste says they’ve
confiscated as many as 200 car stereos in a
single sting operation and can’t prove any
of them are stolen because they can’t trace
even one back to an owner.

‘Carmakers are responding in their own
ways. For 1986, all Mercedes-Benz radios
will have what press officer A.B. Shuman
calls the “self-lobotomy” feature. If they’re
removed without certain precautions, the
electronics inside are scrambled and will
never work again. I ask if he thinks the
thieves read the M-B tech bulletins and
therefore will know not to take the radios.
Shuman reminds me that thieves have
their own civilization, and it’s very ad-
vanced. The lifter sells something; if it
doesn’t work, the fence comes back to ex-
plain his dissatisfaction by hand. °
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IF YOU CAN DRIVE IT, AUTOLITE
MAKES A COPPER PLUG FORIT.

England is a country renowned for
building unusual cars.

But, even there, this one raises a few
eyebrows.

It’s the Aston Martin Lagonda Bulldog,
and it’s propelled by an extremely modern,
highly-efficient engine.Which, like all modern,
high-revving engines, whether British,
Japanese, or German, can develop a problem.
If you use the wrong kind of spark plug.

When you do a lot of short trips, ordinary
plugs can develop something called “carbon
fouling.” This means that carbon can build up
at the spark plug tips and cause misfiring, or
even prevent the engine from starting at all.
The answer? Autolite copper spark plugs.
Autolite makes plugs for today’s smaller
engines that not only have copper in the
center electrode, but they also have a longer
insulator, to help burn off carbon fast.

And they also have something no other
major American-made plug has.

Copper either in the seal or the gasket,
because it does a great job of conducting
heat and electricity.

The result is a plug that helps cars like
this Aston Martin perform as beautifully and
efficiently as they were designed to.

A plug that will perform equally well in
your car.

Autolite copper spark plug.

Autolite Division, Providence, Rhode
Island 02916.
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IF AUTOLITE’S ON IT, THERE’S COPPER IN IT.
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© 1985 Toyota Motor Sales, US.A., Inc

*ﬂ Fun is taking the all-
| new MR2 out to play.
So much fun and
\. so well thought-out,
\ this mid-engine
two-seater has
won Motor Trend's
Import Car of
¥ the Year Award.
Slide in and prepare to blast-
off. Punch the accelerator and the
tach snaps to the 7,500 rpm red-
line while the Twin Cam, 4-valve-
per-cylinder, TC-16 Electronically
Fuel-Injected engine builds a
sweet resonance behind you.
Fire lightning-fast through the
5 gears. Rush from 0-60 in 8

seconds flat. Reel in the road and
get ready for love at first corner.
The 45 %/55% front/rear
weight distribution created by
the MR2’s mid-engine design
gives you superior balance for
excellent road-holding ability.
And four-wheel independent sus-
pension, stabilizer bars front and
rear, gas shocks with rack-and-
pinion steering and light alloy
wheels with performance radials
give you cornering confidence.
MR2’s interior adds to the
experience by creating comfort
and efficiency that puts nothing
in fun's way. A 7-way adjustable
driver's Sport Seat offers snug

OH WHATA FEELING!

support. Full instrumentation is
unobstructed. And special
options include a moon roof and
a startling AM stereo/FM/MPX
stereo receiver with an auto
reverse cassette.

MR2. Affordable and reliable
because it's a Toyota. A winner
for the same reason.

Take it out to play and just try
to stop shouting, "the fun is back.”

BUCKLE UP—IT'S A GOOD FEELING!

TOYOTAS 16-VALVE, MID-ENGINE 2-SEATER
WINS MOTOR TREND'S 'IMPORT CAR OF THE YEAR
THE FUN IS BACK!






